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HIS  MOST   POTENT  AND    IMPERIAL   MAJESTY 


NICHOLAS, 


THE    FATHER    OF    HIS    PEOPLE,    THE    AUGUST 
EMPEROR    OF    ALL    THE    RUSSIAS. 


Sire, 


Great  virtue,  sound  judgment,  ctmrage, 
decision,  benevolence,  and  unspotted  mo- 
rals, are  qualities  rarely  found  united  in 
a  single  individual ;  and  the  feelings  of 
admiration  those  noble  qualifications  have 
inspired,  irresistibly  urge  me  to  dedicate 
to  your    Majesty   the    humble   efforts  of 


VI  DEDICATION. 

a  wanderer  through  your  wonderful  and 
almost  unlimited  empire. 

I  feel  convinced,  at  the  same  time,  that 
tlie  principles  of  religion  and  good  govern- 
ment I  have  endeavoured  to  inculcate,  will 
always  command  your  Majesty's  appro- 
bation, as  strongly  as  the  atheistical  doc- 
trines and  pernicious  political  systems  I 
have  deprecated,  must  have  excited  your 
abliorrence  and  disgust. 

May  these  sentiments  continue  to  ani- 
mate you  !  May  you  never  cease  to  remem- 
ber, that  the  renown  of  magnanimous  and 
virtuous  actions  flies  far,  far  beyond  the 
limits  of  a  single  sphere,  and  rises,  in  grate- 
ful incense,  to  the  Throne  of  Grace,  to  the 
altar  of  the  Most  High  and  Almighty 
King  of  Kings,  the  Omnipotent  Ruler  of 
the  Universe  1  That  He  may  continue  to 
guide,  protect,  and  shower  down  upon  you. 


DEDICATION. 


vn 


and  your  lovely  and  virtuous  family,  his 
choicest  blessings,  shall  ever  be  the  fervent 
prayer  of, 

Sire, 

Your  Majesty's  most  respectful 
and  devoted  Subject, 

The  Author. 


June,  1835. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


I  «■■  born  in  Ireland,  an  island  naturally  fertile, 
rich,  and  populous,  but,  in  consf'quence  of  the 
narrow  policy  of  Great  Britain,  her  powerful 
neighbour,  she  is  become  poor  and  miserable. 
The  calamities  which  seemed  to  accumulate  upon 
her  filled  my  heart  with  sorrow,  and,  to  dissipate 
these  painful  reflections,  T  resolved  to  make  a  lour 
through  the  countr}',  thinking  that,  by  sojourning 
but  a  short  time  in  one  place,  I  should  avoid  those 
objects  which  at  home  continually  excited  my 
sympathy,  and  wounded  ray  feelings.  In  this, 
however,  I  was  mistaken,  for  I  every  where  dis- 
covered the  same  misery  and  wretchedness  that 
existed  in  my  own  immediate  neighbourhood,  and 
returned  home  quite  disconsolate.      Then  it  was 
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that  I  conceived  the  idea  of  travelling  into  foreign 
countries,  to  notice  their  governments,  laws,  reli- 
gion, manners,  &c.,  and,  at  my  return,  to  publish 
the  result  of  my  observations  and  experience.  My 
property  principally  consisted  of  a  landed  estate, 
which  yielde<l  me  a  handsome  competence :  to 
sell  it  immediately,  and  raise  an  adequate  sum  of 
money,  would  be  difficult,  in  the  present  embar- 
rassed state  of  the  country,  besides  the  objection 
there  existed  to  spending  the  principal,  and  thus 
reducing  myself  to  a  state  of  penury  when  age 
and  infirmities  came  upon  me.  How^ever,  the  most 
porjilcxiug  thought  was,  that  perhaps  my  whole 
fortune  would  be  iusufficit-nt  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  such  a  voyage  as  I  had  in  contemplation.  To 
visitonly  one  country,  would  avail  but  little:  I  fell 
con\'inced  of  the  necessity  of  travelling  over  many 
portions  of  the  globe,  and  of  residing  some  time 
in  each ;  for,  otherwise,  how  could  I  acquire  the 
experience  necessary  to  enable  me  to  compare^ 
and  make  choice  of  what  was  most  wise  and 
eligible?  In  this  perplexed  and  irresolute  frame 
of  mind,  I  resolved  to  seek  the  advice  of  a  distant 
relative  of  my  mother,  who,  when  I  was  left  an 
orphan,  had  voluntarily  taken  upon  himself  the 
duties  of  a  guardian  during  the  period  of  my  mi- 
nority. The  scrupulous  fidelity  with  which  he 
discharged  the  onerous  task  of  superintending  the 
conduct  of  a  youth  of  seventeen,  and  the  affectionate 
regard  he  manifestetl,  wherever  my  interests  were 
concerned,  can  never  be  effaced  from  my  remem- 
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brance.  But  there  were  other  inducements,  be- 
sides the  niaturitj'  of  his  experience,  and  his  good 
disposition  toward  me,  that  prompted  me  to  ask  his 
counsel  and  assistance ;  the  early  part  of  his  life 
had  been  passed  in  the  naval  service  of  liis  country, 
and  more  than  one  deep  scar  on  his  manly  sun- 
burnt countenance  bore  evidence  of  his  participa- 
tion in  many  of  the  heroic  achievements  which 
made  the  gallant  ensign  of  England  float  proudly 
over  her  vanquished  foes.  He  had  been  a  lieu- 
tenant on  board  tlie  Victory  when  the  lamented 
Nelson  received  tlie  fatal  ball  which  terminated 
his  career  of  glory,  and  lie  was  one  of  those  on 
whom  devolved  the  melancholy  but  honourable 
task  of  supporting  the  dying  hero  from  the  blood 
stained  deck  to  the  cabin  where  he  expired. 

On  Uiese  topics  my  guardian  was  accustomed 
to  dilate  with  undiminished  pleasure  and  untiring 
enthusiasm ;  and  the  secret  of  bis  extraordinary 
attachment  to  me  may,  perhaps,  be  satisfactorily 
accounted  for,  on  the  ground  of  the  unaffected 
■agemess  with  which  I  listened  to  the  gallant 
teaman's  narrative  of  the  exploits  and  travels  of 
his  early  days.  Unlike  tlie  illustrious  Anson,  of 
whom  it  was  remarked,  in  reference  to  the  extreme 
simplicity  of  his  character,  that,  though  he  had 
been  round  the  world,  yet  he  had  never  been  in 
H;  roy  guardian  possessed  an  enlarged  knowledge 
of  mankind,  by  having,  at  one  period  or  another, 
travelled  into  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  These 
circumstances,  added  to  his  being  a  bachelor, 
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jjossessecl  of  a  very  competent  fortune,  rendered 
him  a  most  desirable  associate  in  the  task  I  had 
imposed  upon  myself,  and  therefore  I  lost  no  time 
in  addressing  a  letter  to  him,  fully  explanatory  of 
the  nature  of  my  plans,  and  concluding  with  the 
request  of  his  co-operation  and  advice.  Having 
despatched  it  to  Belfast,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
wliich  he  resided,  my  mind  felt  relievetl  from  an 
anxious  load,  and  I  endeavoured  to  divert  the 
tedious  intervfU  that  must  unavoidably  occur 
ere  liis  answer  could  arrive,  by  roaming  among 
the  wild  rocky  glens  and  romantic  falls  of  the 
Slunamusk  niounlains,  near  which,  and  not  far 
from  the  town  of  Clonmel,  my  patrimonial  estate 
was  situated. 

I  have  already  briefly  adverted  to  the  scenes  of 
misery  and  destitution  which  even'  where  met  my 
view,  in  journeying  through  this  fertile  and  highly 
productive  island  :  these,  however,  though  proba- 
bly unequalled  in  any  other  civilised  community  of 
Europe,  are  to  be  classed  under  the  bead  of  mere 
physical  sudiTing:  what  I  am  about  to  narrate 
is  of  another  and  far  more  painful  description. 

In  order  to  kill  time,  while  waiting  for  my  guar- 
dian's reply,  1  strolle<i  with  my  angling  rod,  one 
fine  morning,  along  the  banks  of  the  little  river, 
which  empties  itself  into  the  Blackwater  near 
Gooling  Bridge,  and  celebrated  for  its  abundant 
supply  of  salmon  and  trout.  After  fishing  down 
the  stream,  until  opiwsite  the  village,  and  near 
the  spot  where  the  road  separates  and  runs  in  the 
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direction  of  Watcrford,  I  resigned  my  tackle,  and 
proceeded  leisurely  in  tlie  direction  of  home: 
Qiunbers  of  coaches,  post-chaises,  carts,  and  car- 
riages of  every  description,  as  well  as  travellers  on 
horseback  and  on  foot,  continually  jiassed  by 
me :  some  of  the  latter  particularly  attracted  my 
attention,  on  account  of  tlieir  extreme  poverty  and 
wretchedness ;  and  I  could  not  help  comparing 
lliem  with  others,  who,  iii  the  pride  of  wealth, 
lolling  upon  soft  cushions,  in  gaudy  equipages, 
were  borne  rapidly  along,  thoughtless  of  those 
who,  under  tlie  weight  of  misery  and  disease,  with 
difSculty  dragged  one  leg  after  the  other.  One 
poor  man,  particularly,  arrested  my  attention,  and 
I  stopped  opposite  to  him.  He  was  seated  on  n 
green  bank  by  the  roadside,  his  head  loaning 
upr>n  his  hand,  and  he  was  apparently  too  ab- 
•orbed  in  Uioughl  to  notice  anything  that  passed 
befcre  liis  eyes.  Tliough  his  countenance  was 
haggard  and  melancholy,  yet  the  expression  of  his 
'  features,  which  were  strong  and  regular,  bespoke 
him  a  person  above  the  common  class,  although 
his  garments  were  those  of  a  beggar.  P'eeling  an 
anxious  wish  to  enquire  into  this  man's  situation, 
and  iJie  cause  of  such  extreme  wretchedness,  I 
advanced  towards  him,  and,  by  way  of  introduction, 
slipped  a  pieceof  silver  money  into  his  hand.  On 
receiving  it,  tlie  poor  fellow  lifted  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
and  exclnimcfl,  with  great  warmth  of  feeling, — 

"  May  the  great  and  almighty  Gwl  shed  his 
richest  blessings  on  your  head,  kind  gentleman, 
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for  this  timely  assistance,  which  will  enable  me  to 
buy  bread,  and  live,  perhaps,  to  reach  the  place  of 
my  destination." 

"  You  mean,  then,"  said  I,  addressing  the 
wretched  being  before  ine,  "  to  quit  your  native 
country?  Are  your  misfortunes  too  weighty  to  be 
borne  on  the  soil  of  Ireland,  or  have  you  ceased 
to  love  the  land  that  gave  you  birth  ?" 

"  Alas !  good  gentleman,"  replied  he,  with  a 
sigh,  whilst  the  tear  stood  trembling  in  his  eye, 
"  God,  who  knows  the  inmost  recesses  of  my  soul, 
can  bear  witness  to  tlie  fervent  devotion  I  bear  to 
old  Erin,  nor  caji  the  happy  days  of  my  youth, 
spent  in  the  south  of  this  evergreen  island,  be 
erased  from  the  memorj'  of  Tom  Brj'an;  and  whilst 
he  continues  to  exist But  oh!  sir,  I  am  an  un- 
worthy, a  wicked,  and  an  unfortunate  being;  yet 
not  a  hardened  sinner,  for  I  have  repented  of  ray 
rashness,  and  great  have  been  my  penitence  and 
my  sufferings." 

Deeply  affected  at  this  pathetic  address,  I  re- 
quested the  poor  wretch  to  accompany  me  home, 
where  I  promised  hesliould  receive  every  attention 
and  kindness  his  exhausted  condition  required. 
After  assisting  him  to  rise,  we  set  out  together;  but 
he  tottered  in  his  gait,  and  I  found  him  too  feeble 
to  walk.  Fortunately,  at  that  moment  a  cart  wa»' 
passing  by  with  a  small  load  of  oats,  and  for  a 
shilling  I  got  him  seated  on  the  bags,  and  con- 
veyed as  far  as  the  gate  which  led  to  the  house. 

Wlien  my  unfortunate  guest  appeared  at   the 
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breakAst  table  next  morning,  I  was  much  gra* 
tj/ied  to  perceive  the  favourable  change  wrought 
iu  im  appearance  by  a  supply  of  nourishing  fooJ 
and  a  night  of  undisturbed  repose.  He  again 
overpowered  me  witli  expressions  of  gratitude  for 
■ty  tOMonable  assistance,  and  concluded  his  very 
pathetic  and  eloquent  address  in  tlie  following 
words, — 

"  Ah  J  if  you  vroxild  only  extend  your  charity 

M  lar  as  to  listen  to  my  story,  and  permit  me  to 

■nburthcu  to  you  my  sorrows,  you  w^ill  relieve  the 

paogB   which   have  long  tortured    an    unhappy 

,  wrvtch." 

Wishing  to  utter  something  to  console  the  poor 
I  iiellow,  1  said, — 

"  Tom,  calm  yourself:  I  will  listen  to  your  story, 
'  not  firom  motives  of  mere  curiosity,  but  because  I 
feel  a  sincere  wish  to  be  serviceable  to  you.  What- 
ever be  the  crime  of  which  you  have  been  guilty, 
your  peace  with  God  is  already  made,  if  you 
have  sincerely  repented ;  so  proceed  with  confi- 
(knoe.  I  sit  here,  not  to  judge,  but  to  console  yoo.' 

These  words  speared  to  tranquillise  him  :  he 
[raised  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  exclaimed, — 

"  Angelof  Grace,  thou  hast  heard  my  prayers!" 

The  clouds  of  sadness,   which  spread  a  deep 
^ihade  over  liis  fine  countenance,  now  seemed  to 
disperse,  and  an  expression  of  piety  beamed  from 
his  features,  as  he  added, — 

"  Almighty  God,  thy  will  be  done  !  Sir,  I  shall 
<fetain  you  no  longer  with  the  acknowledgments 
B  4 
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and  expressions  of  my  gratitude :  let  Him  who 
penetrates  into  the  deepest  recesses  of  the  human 
heart  judge  of  my  sincerity,  while  I  relate  to  you 
my  sad  story,  as  concisely  as  possible. 

"  I  was  born  of  respectable  parents  in  the 
county  of  Cork.  My  fatlier  held  the  lease  of  a 
farm,  that  had  descended  from  father  to  son  for 
three  generations,  and  there  were  yet  some  forty 
years  to  run  out,  before  it  expired.  Tlje  lord  of 
the  manor,  whose  property  adjoined  our  farm, 
was  a  haughty,  proud,  overbearing  man,  and  ex- 
iremcly  avaricious  withal :  he  became  our  mosl 
implacable  enemy,  because  my  father  had  a  good 
deal  of  influence  at  tiie  elections,  and  often  con- 
trived to  carry  the  day  in  spite  of  tlie  most  strenu- 
ous exertions  of  his  more  powerful  neighbour. 
This  so  greatly  incensed  hitn,  that  lie  solenmly 
swore  destruction  to  our  family,  root  and  branch ; 
and  he  left  no  scheme  untried,  that  malice  could 
dex'ise,  to  ruin  my  father.  His  plans  were  deeply 
and  cunningly  laid,  and  he  at  length  succeeded.  He 
began  by  intriguing  with  the  owner  of  the  lease, 
which  he  at  length  purchased  of  Itim,  at  a  very 
high  price,  and  having  discovered  a  flaw  in  the 
document,  he  cancelled  it,  and  procured  a  bill  of 
ejectment,  to  drive  us  off  the  land.  The  suit  at 
law  lasted  three  years,  during  which  time  my 
father,  whose  lawyer  continued  to  give  him  hopes 
of  success,  expended  almost  the  whole  of  iiis  for- 
tune. Bad  crops,  and  a  disease  among  his  cattle, 
added  to  legal  expenses,  reduced  him  to  the  last 
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tremity,  and  obliged  him  at  length  to  sell  of!° 
e  wreck  of  his  property  to  pay  I»is  debts.  Still 
unsatiiified,  our  cnieJ  and  malicious  foe  continued 
is  persecutions  with  unceasing  severity  ;  had  my 
r  father  ejected  from  tlie  premises ;  and  saw 
him  an<l  his  daughter  stripped  of  every  thing  they 
possessed  on  earth,  and  obliged  to  seek  an  asylum, 
like  beggars,  at  the  cottage  of  a  poor  relation, 
who  had  formerly  lived  on  their  bounty.  Just 
fore  we  left  the  farm  my  mother  died  of  grief, 
d  our  tears  for  her  loss  were  not  yet  dry,  when 
the  inhuman  monster  came  to  upbraid  my  father 
with  his  former  opposition,  and  insulted  him  in 
ihe  grossest  manner;  declaring  that  the  ruin  of 
lur  family,  and  the  misery  to  which  he  saw  us 
uced,  had  afforded  him  more  real  gratification 

the  receipt  of  twenty  thousand  pounds. 

"  I  was  from  home  when  this  occurred;  but  his 

fiendish  and   unfeeling  conduct  filled  my  breast 

,irith   a  rancorous  hatred,   that  only  awaited  an 

)j)ortunity  to  vent  its  rage,  and  stimulated  me 

to  take  an  ample  revenge  on  the  author  of  all  our 

ngs.     If  any  thing  could  have  increased  the 

resentment  that  burned  within  my  breast, 

was  the  appearance  of  my  poor  aged  father, 

ing  under  the  weight  of  his  sorrows,  and  the 

;ht  of  a  beloved  sister,  who  had  been  nurtured 

the  lap  of  affluence,  now  forced  to  work  for  her 

ily  bread  !     Keen  were  the  pangs  that  tortured 

bosom,  while  my  blood  boiled  with  the  desire 

revenge;  and  being  obliged  to  check  this  passion, 
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lest  it  should  be  remarked,  the  struggle  was  ter- 
rible between  the  wish  to  gratify  it,  and  the  idea 
tliat  I  was  about  to  pkinge  into  tlie  commission  of 
n  dreadful  crime.  Once  I  was  just  upon  the  point 
of  rushing  forth  to  satiate  my  vengeance,  when  my 
sister,  who  discovered  by  my  features  the  rage 
that  burnt  in  my  breast,  cauglit  me  by  the  liand, 
exclaiming,  wiili  a  piteous  voice, — 

" '  Oh,  my  dear  brotlier !  have  mercy  upon  our 
poor  aged  father?  If  tliou  shouldst  attempt  any 
thing  against  the  lord  of  the  manor,  it  would  kill 
him,  and  ruin  us  for  ever.'  This  appeal  recalled 
me  to  my  senses ;  but  I  was  so  stifled  with  rage,  it 
was  some  sccoruls  before  1  could  breathe  freely,  or 
articulate  a  few  words  to  assure  her  I  was  not 
going  to  do  any  thing  rashly. 

"  My  father  was  for  some  days  so  ill,  after  bis 
landlord's  brutal  treatment,  that  we  despaired 
of  his  life  ;  but  my  sister's  care  and  attention  re- 
stored him.  For  my  part,  I  was  every  day  abroad, 
labouring  to  obtain  sufficient  to  buy  us  bread. 
I  got  some  good  jobs  in  the  neighbourhood,  from 
people  who  knew  me,  and  began  to  accumulate 
a  few  pounds  in  advance  for  a  rainy  day.  My 
sister,  also,  by  selling  her  needlework  and  draw- 
ings, procured  something,  and  proposed  to  lay  by 
her  earnings,  until  she  should  get  enough  to  set 
up  a  small  shop,  in  one  of  the  neighbouring  towns. 
Little  as  we  had  been  accustomed  to  labour,  we 
fcit  now  no  wish  to  relax  our  exertions,  and  every 
one  seemed  contented  with  the  dispensations  uf 
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Heaven  except  myself.  My  father,  ui  his  youth,  hml 
acquired  tJie  art  of  basket-making,  from  having 
lived  next  door  to  a  man  who  exercised  that  call- 
ing ;  and  he  now  found  that  what  before  served 
only  to  amuse  him,  was  become  extremely  useful 
in  his  distress.  We  purchased  hiro  a  quantity  oi 
osier  twigs,  and  he  worke<l  them  up  to  great 
advantage.  Ail  diis,  however,  seeme<l  irksome  to 
me.  I  became  silent,  sullen,  and  disagreeable, 
even  to  my  friends." 

Here  be  paused,  and  then  exclaimed,  "  Oh, 
man  !  where  is  Uiy  superiority  over  the  wild  beasts 
of  the  forest,  when  thou  sufferest  thyself  to  be 
hurried  away  by  diy  passions !  My  desire  of 
revenging  die  cruel  persecutions  we  had  under- 
gone was  so  ardent,  that  it  overcame  every  other 
feeling,  and  tormented  me  by  day  and  by  night. 
My  sisic'f  at  length,  by  lior  kind  and  endearing 
conduct,  drew  the  secret  from  me,  and  made  tnv 
promise,  since  I  refused  to  give  up  the  satisfaction 
of  retorting  the  injury  in  some  way  or  other, 
not  to  use  pistols  or  a  sword  in  my  attempt  to 
cliastise  him. 

"  Alter  this  second  explanation  with  my  sister, 
I  secretly  determined  to  give  the  wretch  a  good 
sound  cudgeling  the  first  time  I  met  him,  and 
then  run  away  and  hide  myself  in  one  of  the 
adjoining  counties,  until  the  affair  blew  over. 
After  forming  this  resolution,  I  determined  to 
cut  myself  a  stout  oaken  sapling,  and  rose  very 
early  to  accomplish  it,  at  a  neighbour's  forest,  not 
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far  from  a  farm-houH?  where  I  sometimes  procured 
work,  and  where  1  nuant  to  go  for  the  same 
purpose  the  followiiirr  morning.  However,  I  was 
a  long  time  wandering  about  citoosiiig  a  club,  and 
when  I  got  to  llie  farmer's,  it  was  already  their 
breakfast  time.  As  I  entered  the  house,  lie  ex- 
claimed, in  his  way, — 

"  '  Curse  upon  you,  Tom,  why  did  yon  not  come 
earlier?  Here  1  have  hired  two  men,  and  if  I 
had  tliought  you  would  have  come,  I  would  have 
liired  but  one:  never  mind,  lad,  you  sha'n't  go 
back  with  an  empty  stomach,  at  all  events.  Come 
sit  down,  and  eat  your  breakfast?' 

"  I  said,  it  was  of  no  consequence,  as  I  was  sure 
he  would  hire  me  another  time,  and,  thanking 
him,  sat  down  and  ate  a  hearty  meal.  After 
breakfast,  I  took  my  knile  out  of  my  jwcket,  and 
trimmed  my  cudgel,  smoothing  all  the  knots,  and 
then  wishing  the  kind  people  of  the  house  good 
bye,  1  set  out  to  return  straight  home,  across  the 
fields.  But  as  the  devil  would  have  it,  a  thought 
came  into  my  head  that  it  was  better  to  take  the 
high  road,  although  it  was  full  half  a  niile  round, 
and,  with  a  liglitness  of  heart  and  a  sprightliness 
that  I  had  not  felt  for  some  months,  I  proceeded 
in  that  direction. 

"  The  day  was  beautiful  and  mild,  and  I  went 
along  merrily,  whistling  a  tune.  Just  as  1  got  to 
a  nan-ow  part  of  the  road,  about  three  miles  from 
the  manor,  who  should  I  see  coming  towards  me 
but  the*  lord  himself,  on  horseback,  with  a  servant 
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riding  behind  hitn  with  a  small  portmanteau 
strapped  to  his  saddle;  by  wliicii  I  concluded  they 
were  about  to  make  a  distant  journey. 

"  Now,  thought  I,  is  my  turn  arrived  at  last; 
and,  burning  with  the  remfnibranco  of  our  wrongs, 
I  awaile<i  his  approach  to  the  spot  where  I  had 
taken  my  stand  at  a  narrow  part  of  the  road,  lest 
be  should  escape  nie.  As  he  drew  nearer,  the 
fire  of  rengeance  so  burnt  within  my  breast,  over- 
powering everj'  other  sensation,  that  tlie  disadvan- 
tage of  one  man's  attacking  two  never  entered 
my  thoughts.  Placing  myself  in  the  middle  of 
tlie  road,  and  holding  my  club  in  a  menacing 
posture,  I  intercepted  his  passage,  crying  out, 
♦  Villain,  I  shall  now  take  my  revenge !' 

"  No  sooner  did  he  perceive  the  stand  I  had 
made  to  prevent  his  passing,  tlian  he  drew  a  pistol 
from  liis  right  holster,  and  fired  it  at  me.  The 
ball  passed  tlirough  the  coat  and  waistcoat,  on  my 
left  side,  and  grazed  my  ribs ;  but  before  he  could 
use  lus  other  pistol,  or  liis  servant  ride  up  to  assist 
hicD,  I  bad  seized  his  horse  by  the  bridle,  and 
with  a  well-directed  blow  of  my  cudgel,  that  struck 
him  immediately  on  the  temple,  I  brought  him 
dovm  lifeless  at  my  foeu" 

Here  poor  Tom  paused,  and  seemetl  greatly 
ted  for  some  seconds ;  then,  heaving  a  deep 
sigh,  he  continued  his  recital. 

"  By  this  time  the  servant  had  rode  up,  but  seeing 
me  draw  forth  his  master's  second  pistol,  he  wheeled 
his  horse  round,  and  rode  off  from  me  in  a  fright. 
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Not  a  raoment  was  to  be  lost :  I  jumped  upon  the 
dead  man's  horse,  a  fine  full-blooded  hunter,  and, 
putting  him  to  his  speed,  in  a  few  minutes  over- 
took the  servant,  who,  seeing  escape  impossible, 
hastily  dismounted,  and,  falling  upon  his  knees, 
begged  me,  with  uplifted  hands,  to  spare  his  life. 

" '  Mount  again  immediately,'  said  I,  '  and 
gallop  back  with  me  !' 

"  He  obeyed  in  silence,  and  we  were  quickly 
at  the  spot  where  his  master  lay  weltering  in  his 
blood.  I  now  commanded  him  to  dismount,  and 
to  bring  me  my  club  and  the  other  pistol,  that  lay 
by  the  dead  body.  This  done,  I  asked  him  if  he 
knew  me.  He  replied  in  the  negative,  having  only 
three  or  four  days  before  arrived  from  Limerick, 
where  he  was  bred  and  born ;  adding,  that  I  had 
spoiled  his  good  fortune  by  killing  his  new  master- 
and  that,  besides,  he  might  be  accused  of  having 
assisted  to  murder  him.  The  word  murder  made 
me  inwardly  shudder ;  but,  recovering  myself,  I 
sternly  replied, — 

"  '  Come,  no  more  of  your  stupid  nonsense ! — 
this  is  a  public  road,  and  time  presses:  go  rifle 
the  pockets  of  your  master  of  his  watch,  and  what- 
ever valuables  he  may  have  upon  him,  and  then 
throw  the  body  over  the  hedge  into  the  field?' 

"  The  fellow  staretl  at  me  in  silence. 

" '  If  you  hesitate  a  moment,'  continued  I,  '  you 
are  a  dead  man.  I  only  meant  to  chastise  your 
master :  but  an  unfortunate  blow  has  sent  him  to 
eternity.     He  was  cruel,  hard-hearted,  avaricious, 
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and  unjust,  and  the  Lord  of  Lords  have  raercy 
upon  his  sinful  soul  !' 

"  My  threat  made  the  fellow  perform  his  task 
briskly ;  and,  after  he  had  covered  up  tlie  blood 
witli  earth  and  dust,  I  ordered  hun  to  mount  his 
tiorse  again. 

" '  Now,'  said  I,  '  you  are  to  continue  with 
me  as  long  as  I  choose :  you  know  my  horse  is  the 
fleeter  animal  of  the  two :  if,  tlierefore,  you  dare 
attempt  to  escape,  I  stiall  quickly  overtake  you, 
and  instant  deaitli  will  be  your  portion.' 

**  He  promised  unplicit  obedience ;  and  off  we 

*et  together,  keeping  upon   the  road  for  about  a 

({uarter  of  a  mile,  and  then,  leaping  tlu'ough  a  gap 

in  llie  hedge,  we  galloped  off  across  the  country 

^Bk>  a  by-road  that  I  knew  was  little  frequented, 

^Knd  which  penetrated  into  tlie  centre  of  the  county. 

^ppour  hours'  steady  riding  I  calculated  would  bring 

'      us  to  a  thick  intricate  forest,  where  I  had  resolved 

to  {lart  with  my  companion,  and  leave  him  to  find 

iiis  way  home  b}'  himseJf.      From   the  forest  1 

meant  to  push  on  to  one  of  the  sea-port  towns  of 

the  North,  and  there  procure  myself  a  passage  to 

America. 

"  During  our  journey  we  met  few  people,  but 
whenever  any  one  approached,  I  kept  a  strict 
watch  on  my  compauion,  lest  he  should  betray 
me.  He  observed  my  cautious  behaviour,  and 
conducte<l  himself  accordingly.  Some  time  before 
we  arrived  at  the  forest,  I  espied  a  hut,  and,  {ier- 
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ceiving  that  our  horses  were  greatly  fatigued,  I 
told  my  companion  we  must  stop  to  give  tliem  rest 
and  food:  'And  no  doubt,'  said  I,  'hut  you  feel  in- 
clined to  eat,  yourself.'  He  smiled  and  answered 
in  the  affirmative. 

"  '  Then,'  said  I,  '  we  shall  stop  at  this  cottage  •• 
but  beware  of  dropping  the  slightest  hint,  either 
by  word  or  sign,  of  wliat  has  happened,  or  your 
life  shall  pay  the  forfeit.* 

"  '  Your  lionour,'  replied  he,  '  has  convinced  me 
by  your  conduct  tliat  you  are  neither  a  robber 
nor  a  murderer  by  profession.  My  master's  death 
was  an  accident,  and  I  sliould  he  sorry  to  be  an 
informer  against  any  one,  much  less  an  unfor- 
tunate man.' 

"  I  was  well  satisfied  with  his  answer,  and,  riding 
up  to  him,  gave  him  my  hand,  saying,  '  Here's 
the  hand  of  Tom  Bryan :  I  shall  do  every  thing 
I  can  for  you,  consistent  with  my  own  safety.' 

"  '  God  bless  your  honour  !  although  I  have 
been  so  short  a  time  at  the  lord's,  I  have  heard 
the  servants  speak  of  you  and  your  father,  and  not 
a  man  of  them  but  loves  you,  and  laments  your 
hard  lot.  Do  wiili  me  as  you  please,  only  save 
me  from  being  thought  an  accomplice  in  my 
master's  death.' 

"  '  Enough  of  tliis,  my  iionest  fellow ;  I  will  put 
you  in  the  way  of  clearing  yourself:  but,  see,  we 
are  close  to  the  hut.' 

"  Fortunately  we  found  no  one  within  but  an 
old  woman  and  her  daughter,  who,  though  they 
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bdmved  veiy  kindly,  leenKd  to  ere  as  vith  a 
look  of  miatnist  and  siiq>idoii.  Howrer,  ibe 
fiwnwkfd  tB  with  plen^  of  bar  and  HMoe  omtt  fat 
oar  hones ;  and  potatoes,  batter,  milk^  and  cgg% 
at  miich  as  we  eonld  eat,  for  oanebcB ;  obaerriD^ 
that,  IT  I  wanted  more  com,  there  was  a  cotta^ 
hard  br,  where  she  woald  get  ns  a  good  nppfy. 
Her  looks  did  not  please  me;  and  I  excnicd  mj^- 
adi.  Bring,  I  had  enough,  and  meant  to  start 
off  in  a  few  minutes  morcf,  and  ooiild  noc  wait  &r 
her  return. 

«  Having  given  her  tosDe  mooej^  we 
aathana,  and  contiiroed  on  at  a  brisk  paee^  imtil 
we  came  to  the  forest.  Well  knowing  every  inch 
of  the  groond  beneath  mj  bofae's  feet,  1  pushed 
boldly  into  the  thickest  part,  where  it  was  covered 
with  imderwood,  and  was  wild  and  dismal  in  the 
highest  degree.  On  stopping  in  the  wtirst-hmkiBg 
part  of  it,  I  saw  terror  depicted  on  the  ooim- 
tenance  of  mv  companion,  as  be  exclaimed,  — 
*  Oh,  jour  honour,  what  a  frightfol  place  is 


I  see,'  aid  I,  cahnly ,  '  nothing  to  alarm  any 
one  in  this  sequestered  retreat,  where  the  police 
dare  not  seek  me,  as  tliev  know  it  to  be  frequented 
by  some  desperate  fellows,  whose  conduct  has  long 
since  rendered  them  outlaws,  like  myself^  and 
who  are  not  to  be  taken  alive.' 

The  mention  of  tlie  outlaws  made  my  poor 
companion  tremble;  but  I  told  him  we  might 
probably  esc^>e  them,  and  if  we  did  not,  be  had 
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property  enough  to  satisfy  them,  and  prevent  their 
killing  him. 

"  '  Come  let  us  see,'  continued  I,  '  what  you 
got  from  your  master's  jjockets,' 

We  tied  our  horses  to  the  trees,  and  he  instantly 
brought  me  a  handkerchief,  from  which  he  first 
produced  an  elegant  gold  watch,  chain,  and  seals. 
This  1  made  him  put  in  his  fob.  He  next  offered 
me  a  handful  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  and  then 
a  pocket-hook,  containing  five  hunflrcd  and  forty 
pounds  in  bank  bills.  After  counting  them  o%'er 
with  tJie  gold  and  silver,  that  amounted  to  about 
seventy  jMJunds  more,  I  handed  tlie  whole  to  him, 
and  said,  — 

"  '  These  are  the  fruits  of  avarice,  cruelty,  and 
tjTanny.  Put  them  in  jour  pocket,  my  lad.  Shoidd 
we  escape  the  lords  of  this  forest,  deliver  the 
money  to  the  heirs-at-law  of  your  master's  estatCi 
saying,  that  you  were  forced  to  take  it  by  the  man 
who  killed  him. 

"  All  the  time  I  was  talking,  my  companion 
stared  at  me  wildly,  and  when  I  had  concluded, 
he  exclaimed,  — 

"  '  You  are  Tom  Bryan,  and  a  gentleman  every 
inch  of  you  !  But,  oh  1  your  honour,  protect  me 
from  these  outlaws.  These  bands,  they  say,  are 
men  without  compassion  !  I  am  an  utter  stranger 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  a  lost  man  !  have 
pity  upon  me,  your  honour !  lead  me  to  the  high 
road,  and  show  me  how  to  direct  my  route  for 
Limerick,  where  I  was  born,  and  know  every  step 
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of  die  ground.  Should  I  be  taken  up  here,  with- 
out any  friend  to  stand  by  me,  I  shall  be  hanged 
for  a  murderer  ! "  and  he  burst  into  tears. 

"  His  manner  greatly  aflected  me,  but  more  so 
ihe  word  murderer  ;  that  went  to  my  heart  like  a 
dagger.     Recovering  myself  after  a  few  seconds,  I 
.replied,  — 

*  Your  being  taken  immediately  might  prove 

Efiital  to  me ;   yet,  to  show  you  that  I  wish  you  no 

lliarm,  I  am  ready  to  conduct  you  to  tlie  road  that 

ads  to  Limerick.     I  now  recollect  it  is  not  far, 

we  cross  the  forest  in  a  direct  line ;  and,  when 

H'e  get  there,  we  shall  separate,  perhaps  for  ever. 

fRoniember,  my  honest  fellow,  that  your  master 

ffired  at  me  before  I  struck  him;    that  the  blow 

given  in  a  moment  of  passion,  and  proved 

J,  contrary  to  my  intentions,  as  1  swear  before 

All  I  ask  of  you  is,  to  relate  the  circum- 

aces  exactly  as  they  occurred,  and  to  speak  the 

iith,  and  nothing  but  tlie  truth.' 

Falling  on  his  knees,  and  raising  his  hands  to 
'Leaven,  he  said,   '  May   God's  thunder  overtake 

Ioie,  if  1  prevaricate  !' 
"  I  raised  him  up,  and  lie  regarded  me  with  a 
compassionate  look,  — 
"  «  Wliat  will  become  of  your  honour  ?  I  would 
go  witli  you ;  but,  if  I  did,  I  should  carry  with 
me  property  that  we  have  no  right  to,  and  we 
should  both  be  called  thieves:  now,  at  least,  I 
shall  have  an  opportunity  of  convincing  the  world 
that  your  honour  did  not  kill  my  master  from  any 
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Other  motives  but  those  of  revenging  the  cruelties 
he  practised  upon  your  family." 

"  '  True,'  said  I,  '  my  good  fellow :  I  see  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  separate.  But  come,  it 
grows  late,  let  nic  lead  you  througli  the  forest 
whilst  I  liave  light  enough  to  find  our  way.' 

"  We  proceeded  on  foot,  leading  our  horses ;  for 
in  many  parts  the  bushes  were  so  thick,  it  was 
impossible  to  ride.  Sometimes  we  found  a  path, 
and  at  others  were  obliged  to  work  our  way 
through  thickets  and  over  a  soil,  where  the  large 
roots  of  the  trees  were  entwined  upon  the  surface, 
like  huge  serpents,  and  the  sound  of  the  horse'4  ^ 
hoofs,  when  he  struck  upon  them,  resounded  as  if^H 
the  ground  beneath  had  been  excavated.  Then, 
again,  we  saw  the  blue  expanse  of  heaven  through 
tile  trees,  whilst  at  other  times  a  gloomy  shade 
enveloped  us,  and  shut  out  the  light  of  day.  In 
fearful  accents,  my  companion  expressed  his  sur- 
prise at  tile  subterranean  echoes  and  the  dark 
canopy  of  branches,  impenetrable  even  to  tlie  rayi 
of  the  sun. 

"  '  Surely,'  said  he,  '  the  ground  must  be  hollow 
beneath  ;  and,  perhaps,'  he  added,  scarcely  speak- 
ing above  his  breath,  '  we  iiave  just  passed  over 
one  of  the  caves  of  tlie  bloodtliirsty  outlaws  of 
whom  your  honour  spoke  before?  No  wonder 
tliey  escajie  the  pursuit  of  justice.  Who  would 
ever  think  of  searching  for  them  in  such  a  lonely, 
frightful  place  as  this  ?* 

"  He  had  scarcely  ceased  speaking,  when  we  heard 
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a  rustling  amongst  the  buslies  on  our  right,  and 
tlien  a  loud  wliistle  on  our  left,  that  re-echoed 
through  tlie  forest,  and  in  an  instant  we  beheld 
six  men  well  armed  standing  before  us.  My  com- 
panion grew  pale  as  death,  and  seemed  ready  to 
sink  into  the  eartii. 

"  *  Take  courage,'  said  I  to  bim,  in  an  under 
Yoice ;  '  these  are  wild,  daring  fellows,  and  must 
be  met  in  their  own  way,  or  else  little  hope  re- 
mains for  our  lives.' 

"  This  address  had  its  effect,  and  he  assumed  an 
air  of  composure.     For  ray  own  part,  I  was  in  a 
state  of  mind  not  easily  abashed ;   which,  added 
to  my  natural  courage,  gave  me  an  air  of  defiance, 
and  hardiness,  that  made  tlie  band  eye  me  with 
ct.     I  had  previously  taken  the  pistols  from 
my  holsters,  and  stuck  them  in  my  belt,  having 
loaded   the  one  that   had  been  discharged,   and 
■'with  my  oak  cudgel  in  my  hand,  an  eye  that 
I  darted  fire,  and  an   undaunted   countenance,    I 
'  might  very   well   be  mistaken   for  one  of  those 
gentlemen  who  often  lay  the  public  under  con- 
tribution on  the  highway. 

"  Tliis  must  have  been  the  first  impression  of  the 
outlaws,  on  beholding  me  leading  my  horse,  and 
walking  unconcerned  through  their  manor,  I 
moved  on  towards  them,  without  altering  my  gait, 
or  changing  a  muscle  of  my  features ;  nor  did  I 
pnt  my  hand  upon  my  pistols,  or  discover  the  least 
apprehension  of  their  going  to  attack  me.     The 
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leader — w)io  was  not  ao  tall  or  stout  as  I  am  (for 
you  must  know,  sir,  I  am  six  feet  two  inches 
■without  my  shoes),  and  was  armed  like  my- 
self, except  that  he  had  a  large  horseman's  cutlass 
instead  of  a  cudgel, — advanced  to  me,  leaving  his 
comrades  behind  hitn,  and  to  whom  he  said  some- 
tliing  on  separating. 

"  Touching  his  hat  when  he  got  quite  near 
enough  to  converse,  he  said,  — 

"  '  Good  evening  to  you,  brother,  —  for  we  seem 
to  be  of  the  same  trade ;  and  where  would  you  be 
after  going  this  late  hour  through  the  forest  ? 
Don't  you  knoM'  there's  a  band  here,  and  that  we 
allow  no  one,  except  those  belonging  to  our  party, 
to  depredate  upon  tliis  neighbourhood.  So  come, 
my  hearty  fellow,  don't  let  us  quarrel,  but  say  at 
once  what's  your  business?' 

"  Walking  up  to  the  outlaw,  I  stretched  out  mv 
hand  to  him,  and  replied,  — 

"  Two  of  a  trade,  they  say,  can  never  agree ; 
but  we  will  give  the  lie  to  the  old  proverb.  Here's 
my  hand  and  my  friendship.  I  am  hut  a  novice 
at  the  business ;  and  although  my  fii-st  attempt 
has  been  successful,  I  was  obliged  to  go  as  fast 
as  horse-flesh  could  carry  me  for  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours,  until  I  got  to  your  forest,  and  have 
been  searcliing  for  two  hours  at  least  to  find  some 
of  you  brave  fellows,  who  I  knew  inhabit  here.' 

"  Whilst  I  was  speaking,  the  robber  had  already 
shaken  liands  with  me  and  my  companion :  and,  at 
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the  dose  of  mj  tpeecfa,  he  -wt^mitn^A^  wkSai  him 
eyes  giktened  with  plrarare,  — 

"'BjrJssiHlahevtywrlooae  torcNi,  mTjooi^ 

I  hero :  may  the  deril  take  him  who  would  tojare  a 

■n  that  asks  protectJoo,  moch  km  a  brawp  bxH 

^iher  oatlaw.     Cone^'  ooadDiwd  he^  *  oar  eave  k 

^eloae  by.     We  11  take  a  tioggin  of  whakjr  togrther, 

fagr  Jaaaa  I  and  tbm  yoa  will  tell  ua  vrhat  has  hi^ 

pened  to  you,  and  how  ve  can  help  yoa.' 

"  By  this  time  his  comrades  had  goc  roiDd  aa, 
who  all  shook  us  heartily  by  the  hand,  io  imitatioa 
of  their  Aatt,  and  off  we  set  together  towards  the 
ifCL  As  we  proceeded,  he  ohatiwd  lone^  *  I 
nil  take  yoa  to  oar  boab-hoaae,  where  we 
lire  commonly  in  fine  weather,  as  we  never  let 
any  one  into  oar  cave  who  has  not  sworn  upon 
the  cross  and  the  sword  to  be  one  of  us,  —  yoa 
ondentaiid  me, — this  being  the  law  of  oor  fellow- 
ship.' 

**  *  By  Jasns ! '  said  I,  '  and  you  are  quite  right : 
some  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing  might  other«-i$e  de- 
ceive you :  I  can't  enter  your  band  at  present, 
but  you  shall  see  me  soon  again :  I  am  determined 
to  live  with  you;  and,  sure,  haven't  I  many  schemes 
••bead,  to  keep  us  in  activity  ?  But  more  of  this 
another  time.' 

**  We  were  soon  at  the  bush-house,  which  was  a 
kind  of  temporary  shed,  constructed  with  boards;, 
stakes,  and  branches  of  trees ;  but  the  leader  told 
me,  slily,  that  they  had  a  hiding-place  under 
ground,    consisting   of  three   rooms   comfortably 
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fitted  up.  Some  cold  meat,  herrings,  and  potatoes 
were  presented  to  us  to  eat,  and  the  whisky  passed 
round  freely.  I  saw  that  to  remain  long,  would 
not  suit  our  purpose.  These  fellows  might  drink 
hard,  and  then  there  would  be  no  gettuig  away 
from  them.  We  had  tied  our  liorses  just  outside 
of  the  bush-house.  I  called  my  companion,  whose 
name  I  hit  upon  by  accident,  and  told  him  softly, 
in  the  language  which  I  knew  these  lads  did 
not  understand,  to  go  outside  the  bush-house  as 
if  to  get  something  from  his  horse,  and  to  bring 
me  two  fifty  pound  bills,  out  of  the  lord's  money. 
Whilst  he  was  gone,  I  said  to  the  leader,  loud 
enough  to  be  heard  by  all  the  party,  '  My  name  is 
Tom  Bryan.' 

"  He  jumped  from  his  seat,  as  did  two  or  three 
more  of  his  companions,  and,  exclaiming  all  at 
once,  '  By  J&sus,  your  honour,  but  we  are  glad  to 
see  you !  long  life  to  the  poor  man's  friend  !  we 
have  often  heiird  of  your  good  doings,  and  how 
hardly  you  have  been  treated.' 

"  They  then  pledged  me  in  a  glass  of  whisky. 
My  companion  now  returned,  and  put  tJie  bills 
into  my  hand. 

" «  Friends  and  honest  fellows,'  said  I,  '  liear 
what  1  have  to  tell  you  ?  I  killed  that  cruel  fellow, 
who  reduced  my  family  to  misery,  this  morning, 
with  a  single  blow  of  my  stout  cudgel:  all  I  found 
upon  him  was  two  hundred  pounds,  and  here's 
one  half  of  it  for  you,  my  noble  brothers  in  mis- 
fortune.   All  I  ask,  in  return,  is  a  guide  for  myself 
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and  my  companion  into  the  Limerick  road,  as  he 
must  go  to  that  town  to  perform  a  service  for  me : 
and  I  shall  make  my  way  alone  into  Kerrj-,  where 
I  intend  to  stay  a  month  with  Tim  Lawson,  on  the 
great  bog.  At  the  expiration  of  tliat  time  I  sliall 
return  here,  if  you  will  accept  me  as  a  comrade.* 

"  Saying  tliis,  I  handed  the  two  fifty  pound  bills 
to  the  leader,  who  took  them,  observing,  — 

*♦  *  You  sliall  be  welcome  as  the  flowers  in 
May.' 

•♦  After  drinking  my  health,  '  Your  honour,  I 
hope,  wQl  excuse  us,'  said  he,  *for  not  giving  you  a 
nan  to  conduct  you:  'but  here's  a  boy,  who  knows 
e*ery  foot  of  the  forest :  let  him  go  with  you  as  far 
OS  you  please.' 

"  Taking  advantage  of  the  good  temper  of  the 
party,  I  bid  tliem  adieu,  and  again  set  off  through 
the  forest.  When  we  got  clear  of  them,  I  spoke 
to  my  companion  in  an  under  voice,  and  warned 
him  not  to  say  any  thing  before  tlie  boy.  The  fact 
was,  that  I  wanted  no  guide;  but  was  fearful, 
if  I  had  told  them  I  knew  all  the  passes,  they 
mtgiit  have  s\ispecte<l  me  of  being  a  spy.  When 
we  got  half  a  mile  from  the  Bush-house,  I  asked 
our  guide  whether  I  might  not  have  a  chance  of 
meeting  with  some  of  his  comrades  on  the  Kerry 
side. 

"  '  Oil,  no,'  said  he ;  '  they  are  gone  across  the 
forpst,  in  the  direction  of  Cork,  to  a  place  where 
they  are  to  beset  a  house  to  night,' 

VOL.  I.  c 
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"  This  was  joyful  tidings  for  U3.  '  Then,'  said  I, 
•  only  show  me  the  direction  I  am  to  take>  and 
I'll  find  my  way  without  troubling  j'ou  any  fur- 
ther.' The  boy  appeared  pleased,  and,  after 
giving  lie  the  necessary  directions,  returned  to 
his  comrades. 


i.i>i.< 
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CHAPTER  II. 

>^  HEV  the  boy  was  fairly  out  of  hearing,  my 
companion  burst  fortli  into  praises  of  my  courage 
and  presence  of  mind,  at  tlic  same  time  declaring 
he  was  indebted  to  mc  for  his  life ;  and  that  he 
should  never  forget  tlie  events  of  that  extraor- 
dinary- day.  On  reaching  tlie  high  road,  I  halted, 
and  said,  — 

"  '  Here,  my  honest  fellow,  is  the  road  leading 
direct  to  Limerick.  I  now  recommend  you  to 
preserve  a  profound  silence  on  the  subject  of  our 
unfortunate  adventure,  until  you  return  liome; 
then  recollect  your  promise  —  speak  the  truth.' 

**  He  seemed  much  troubled ;  but,  after  the 
lapse  of  a  few  seconds,  replied, — 

•' '  I  have  sworn  already  not  to  belie  your 
honour;  and  the  devil  receive  mc  if  I  prove  false!' 
I  then  shook  him  by  the  hand,  and  we  parted. 

TIjc  evening  was  dark,  damp,  and  chill.  I  kept 
along  the  skirts  of  the  forest,  until  it  became 
thinner,  and  more  free  of  underwood ;  when  I 
■  crossed  it  again,  and  got  into  the  copses,  on  the 
Kerry  side.  There  the  country  was  level  and 
open ;  but,  after  about  three  hours'  hard  riding,  I 
found  myself  amongst  the  bogs,  many  of  which  I 
could  not  cross  with  my  horse,  and  was  obliged  to 
c  2 
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ride  round  dicm.  The  poor  beast  showed  signs  of 
fatigue ;  and  the  whisky  tliat  I  drank  with  xl\e 
outlaws  gave  me  sucli  a  gnawing  at  the  storaadii 
that  I  would  liavc  given  the  world  for  something 
to  eat.  Just  tlicn,  1  thought  of  the  poverty  of  my 
finances,  which  aniotiiited  only  to  about  the  value 
of  seven  English  sliillings.  This  sum  I  had  re- 
ceived die  evening  before,  from  a  neighbour,  for 
whom  I  had  done  a  job  of  ditching  ;  and,  by  some 
luiaecountable  accident,  1  had  forgotten  to  give  it 
to  my  sister,  to  whom  I  always  entrusted  my 
money.  Whilst  I  was  reflecting  on  this  horrible 
situation,  in  which  I  was  placed  by  the  effect  of 
my  own  ungovernable  rashness  of  temper,  I  saw  a 
faint  light  ghmmer  from  the  narrow  wuidow  of  a 
hut  upon  the  edge  of  the  bog  whose  border  I  had 
coursed  for  near  three  miles ;  or,  at  least,  my  im- 
patience to  discover  a  dwelling  had  made  it  appear 
so.  I  now  rode  straight  forward,  determined,  at 
all  risks,  to  gel  food  for  myself  and  liorse.  How- 
ever, as  I  approached  nearer,  a  sudden  thought 
flitted  across  my  mind,  that  the  dead  man  could 
not  have  lain  long  by  the  side  of  a  road,  so  much 
travelled,  without  being  discovered,  and  tliat 
already,  perhaps,  scouts  ha<l  been  sent  out  in  all 
directions  to  catch  me ;  for  when  I  reflected  what 
a  circuitous  route  I  had  taken,  I  felt  assured  tltat, 
in  a  direct  line,  the  news  of  my  crime  could  have 
arrived  there  long  since ;  and,  therefore,  to  enter, 
without  first  cautiously  examining  the  premises, 
Avould  be  highly  imprudent.  On  approaching  within 
two  hundred  yards,  I  dismounted,  and,  lying  the 
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bridle  rvins  to  a  btish,  proceeded,  slowly  and  cau- 
tiously, towards  tJ)e  window  of  the  hut.  When 
I  got  near,  I  heard  the  buzz  of  several  voices ^thin, 
and  could  plainly  distinguish  four  different  tones. 
Lii-tc'Dlng  again,  I  found  there  were  four  men,  a 
•Voman,  and  a  boy.  Curiosity  led  me  on  round 
the  corner,  tliinking  I  could,  perhaps,  bear  more 
distinctly  on  the  opposite  side,  where  1  imag'med 
there  must  also  be  a  window;  but  I  had  not  made 
more  than  five  or  six  steps,  when  I  heard  horses 
snort,  and  scrape  with  their  hoofs ;  and,  on  getting 
close  to  them,  I  saw  the  holsters  and  trappings  of 
the  cavalry  of  our  county.  As  may  easily  be  con- 
ceived, this  greatly  alarmed  me,  and  I  immediately 
crept  back  under  the  window,  where,  with  a  pal- 
pitating heart,  and  scarcely  drawing  my  breath, 
I  listened  attentively  to  the  conversation  within : 
for  some  time  it  seemed  broken,  and  as  if  they 
were  busy  eating.  At  length  one  of  the  party  ex- 
claimed, — 

"  '  The  devil  be  afier  catching  his  sinfid  soul, 
for  leading  us  such  a  dance :  I  tell  you,  and  I  told 
our  captain  the  same  story,  that  we  might  as  well 
hunt  for  a  needle  in  a  hay-stack,  as  Tom  Biyan 
in  these  two  counties.' 

"  •  By  Jasus  !  Pat,'  said  a  second,  '  but  yoa  're 
no  fool,  and  what  you  say  is  more  than  half  right ; 
he  knows  every  hole  and  corner,  both  in  Cork  and 
Limerick,  and  tnay  be  sleeping  snug  in  some  hay- 
rick, as  snug  as  a  flea  in  a  blanket,  ten  miles 
behind  us,  for  what  we  know  of  the  matter,' 
C  S 
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"  Said  a  third  voice,  '  I  '11  bet  a  noggin  of 
•whisky,  he's  gone  to  Limerick.' 

"  '  Well,'  said  a  fourth,  wlio  seemed  to  be  the 
commander  of  the  party,  '  we  must  do  our  duty, 
should  lie  have  gone  to  hell :  but,  according  to  my 
mind,  lads,  he's  a  better  man  than  the  lord  of  the 
manor  ten  times  over,  who,  thank  God,  will  grind 
liis  tenants  no  more  in  this  world  :  the  devil  has 
cracked  his  iron-cased  soul  like  a  walnut,  and  I 
hope  he'll  roast  it  into  the  bargain,  to  get  the  oil 
of  gold  out  of  iu  Besides,  who  knows  that  it  was 
Tom  that  killed  him  ?  it  is  all  suspicion,  becaiise 
lie  and  the  Limerick  man  are  missing.  But  hear 
me,  lads,  as  long  as  it  continues  so  dark,  the  devil 
a  step  farther  shall  I  move ;  and,  in  the  mean-time, 
our  horses  will  have  food  and  rest,  for  we  have 
rode  all  day  like  fox  hunters.  Come,  then,  if  you 
have  eaten  enough,  let  us  throw  them  some  hay; 
tliey  are  cool,  and  may  eat  now.' 

"  I  wailed  to  hear  no  more,  lest  some  one  should 
come  round  where  I  was  listening,  but  returned 
hastily  to  find  my  horse.  With  some  difficulty  I 
groped  him  out  again,  and  then  continued  my 
route  towards  Kerry — the  very  opposite  direction 
to  that  which  the  soldier  said  I  was  gone.  Not- 
withstanding my  poor  beast  was  extremely  fa- 
tigued, I  made  a  considerable  distance  over  fields, 
hetlge?,  and  ditches,  ere  I  had  the  courage  to  ap- 
proach another  house,  although  I  had  seen  several. 
At  last,  the  pity  I  felt  for  the  noble  animal,  that 
seemed  to  strive  against  his  weakness,  added  to  the 
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pangs  of  hunger,  which  I  suffered  myself,  made 
me  determine,  at  all  risk^  to  stop  at  tlie  first  hut 
that  presented  itself.  After  riding  about  a  couple 
of  miles  fartlier,  I  saw  something  like  a  dark 
shade  on  my  left,  which  I  discovered  to  be  a 
decent  cottage  with  a  small  hovel  adjoining.  Witli- 
OHt  gWing  myself  time  to  reflect,  I  knocked  loudly 
t  the  door.  A  hoarse  voice  from  within  demanded, 
•  WIjo  are  you,  and  what 's  your  business  ? ' 

I  replied,  '  A  hungrj',  weary,  and  benighted 
traveller  asks  food  and  rest  for  himself  and  his 
horse.' 

"  The  host  and  two  sons,  all  stout  and  good- 
looking  men,  armed  witli  muskets,  whilst  a  woman 
lieki  a  candle  beliind  them,  now  opened  the  door. 
should  have  told  you  that  I  remained  on  horse- 
back, the  more  easily  to  make  my  escape  in  case 
of  necessity.  Seeing  me  alone,  and  decently 
mounted,  the  old  man  handed  his  musket  to  the 
oraan  and  said,  — 

"  '  Don't  be  alarmed,  sir,  because  we  come  out 

ed ;  die  bands  are  now  dangerous,  and  we  are 

ibliged  to  be  prepared  for  them.     Our  cottage  is 

full  of  visiters:  we  have  no  place  to  accommodate 

you ;   but,  if  you  can  put  up  with  a  straw  bed  in 

|he  adjoining  cabin,  you  are  heartily  welcome : 

ides,  we  will  send  you  supper,  and  order  your 

orse  to  be  well  fed  into  the  bargain.   A  turf-cutter 

and  his  wife  are  the  only  inliabitants  of  the  hut, 

ho  will  be  glad  to  serve  you.' 

♦'  1  thanked  him,  and  said  I  should  be  happy  to 
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rest  my  bones  any  where,  being  extremely  tired. 
All  this  time,  it  struck  me  tliat  one  of  the  sons, 
who  had  taken  the  candle  from  the  woman,  seemed 
to  regard  me  with  a  scrutiny  that  excited  my  sus- 
picions.   However,  again  thanking  him,  I  told  him 
I  was  ready  to  pay  whatever  the  expense  of  my 
entertainment  might  be.     Tlie  old  man   smiled, 
and  the  son  then  came  forward  to  light  me  to  the 
cabin,  observing,  that  he  must  desire  the  turf-cut- 
ter to  feed  my  horse,  and  to  acconnnodate  me  in 
tlie  best  manner  he  was  able.     He  ran  before  me, 
and  I  dismounted,  leading  my  horse  slowly  after 
him.     I  heard  him  speak  to  the  turf-cutter,   to 
whom  he  gave  the  candle;  tlien  tliey  botli  came 
to  tlie  door  to  meet  me,  where  he  again,  I  thought, 
examined   my   horse    fuid    myself  with    surprise. 
Seeing  that  I  noticed  his  manner,  he  said, — 

"  '  I  admire  your  horse,  sir;  he  is  one  of  tlie 
finest  looking  himters  1  have  seen  for  a  long  time. 
Would  it  be  impertinent  to  ask  if  you, would  sell 
him?" 

"  '  No  offence,  sir,'  said  I  sternly ;  '  but  all  tlie 
gold  you  possess  would  not  purchase  my  horse. 
Poor  fellow  !  he  is  tired :  you  don't  see  him  to 
advantage.' 

"  '  I  beg  your  pardon,*  said  he :  '  but  I'll  now 
go  order  some  supper  to  be  sent  to  you,  and  I 
wish  j'ou  a  pleasatit  night's  rest !' 

"  ^Vhcn  he  was  gone,  it  struck  me  that  they 
might  have  taken  me  for  a  leader  of  one  of  the 
hands.     However,  I  unsaddled  my  horse  with  the 
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aid  of  the  turf-cutter;  took  my  holsters,  saddle, 
and  bridle  into  the  cabin,  where  I  saw  his  wife 
iling  a  good  batch  of  potatoes  at  a  fine  turf  Hre, 
at  the  dampness  and  chillness  of  the  night  rea- 
red verj-  acceptable.  I  made  him  return  to  the 
ed,  where  my  horse  was  tied,  and  dirow  him 
me  hay,  saying  that,  by  and  by,  when  he  was 
cool,  I  should  ask  for  oats  for  him.  When  lie 
went  out,  I  asked  his  wife  why  they  would  not 
ceive  me  into  the  cottage  ? 
"  '  Oh  !  your  honour,'  said  she,  '  it  is  only  a  few 
ys  back  that  one  of  the  sons  was  married ;  and 
Ilia  wife's  relations  have  come  to  visit  them, 
xingyour  honour's  pardon ;  but  you  wouldn't  find 
room  enough  there  to  peal  your  potatoes.  Besides, 
ur  honour,  in  these  times  night  travellers  are 
ays  suspected  of  meaning  no  good.' 
"  '  But,'  said  I,  •  I  hope  you  don't  take  me  for 
robber!' 

"  '  God  be  with  your  honour,'  said  she :  '  surely 

know  better  than  to  take  you  for  any  thing  but 

t  you  are!'     A  lad  now  entered,  bringing  with 

im  some  bread  and  cheese,  with  half  a  dozen 

fine  fresh  eggs :    the  latter  he  gave  to  the  woman, 

saying,— 

"  *  Tliere,  Katty,  boil  these  for  the  gentleman. 
He  then  left  us.  To  these  homely  provisions  she 
added  some  good  new  milk;  and  I  supped 
heartily.  When  done,  I  made  the  turf-cutter  go 
with  me  and  feed  my  horse  with  oats  :  besides,  he 
promised  to  give  him  another  batch  the  moment 
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he  rose  in  the  morning.  On  returning  to  the 
house,  I  put  my  holsters  under  my  pillow,  and, 
on  a  soft  straw  bed,  slept  soundly,  until  the  turf- 
cutter  came  himself  and  woke  me,  saying,  '  If 
your  honour  wishes  to  be  off  early,  it 's  time  to 
rise.' 

"  I  thanked  him,  and  got  up  as  quick  as  possible. 
He  told  me  my  horse  had  been  fed  more  than  an 
hour, 

"  *Go  then,'  said  I,  '  and  saddle  him  speedily, 
whilst  I  take  a  crust  of  bread  and  bowl  of  milk, 
as  I  have  a  long  ride  before  me,  and  I  shall  not 
stop  to  breakfast.' 

"  I  had  scarcely  finished  my  milk,  when  he  came 
and  said  all  was  ready.  I  went  out  with  him, 
gave  him  a  shilling,  of  which  he  could  hardly  be 
made  to  accept ;  then,  jumping  on  my  horse,  I  rode 
off.  Wien  about  twenty  or  thirty  yards  from  the 
shed,  I  discovered  that  I  had  forgotten  my  holsters, 
and  rode  back  full  gallop  ;  but,  before  I  got  half 
way,  I  saw  the  turf-cutter  with  them,  running  to 
meet  me.  When  he  came  up,  he  handed  them  to 
me,  saying, — 

"  '  God  Almighty  defend  your  honour,  Mr. 
Bryan !  I  know  you  well,  and  your  good  father  be- 
fore you  I  Tnke  care  of  youi-self,  for  your  life  is  at 
stake;  and  may  the  tongue  be  struck  dumb  that 
betrays  you !' 

"  '  So,  then,  my  honest  fellow,  you  know  me?' 

"  '  By  my  soul !  and  I  do,  for  many  *s  the  time  I 
ate  of  your  father's  bounty.     When  he  was  rich  I 
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t  turf  for  him :  but,  as  I  said  before,  take  care 
of  joarselC     About  an  hour  and  a  lialf  ago,  whilst 

iyou  were  sound  asleep,  four  cavaJrj'  men  rode  by, 
■who  looked  verj-  liard  this  way  ;  and  lucky  it  was 
that,  after  watering  your  horse,  I  tied  him  bti-hind 
iJie  shed,  or  they  would  have  seen  him.  It  was 
just  as  I  went  back  to  the  spring  for  the  bucket 
that  they  rode  past,  and  one  of  them  axed  me  if 
1  had  not  seen  a  straggler  on  horseback." 
"  *  We  are  searching,'  observed  a  second,  •  for 
Tom  Br^'an,  the  gentleman  ditcher,  as  they  call 
him,  who  prefers  work  to  idleness/ 

"  '  Oh !'  said  I,  '  if  it  is  he  you 're  seeking,  then 

bad  luck  to  you  !  for  you  don't  mean  any  good  to 

j^him.     He  is  a  gentleman  ever}*  inch  of  him ;  and 

^  if  I  knew  where  he  was,  the  devil  miglit  roast  me 

before  I'd  tell  you!' 

"  '  There,'  exclaimed  a  third,  '  you  hear  what 
that  fellow  says.  I  told  you  befoi'e  you  might  as 
well  hunt  for  a  cambric  needle  in  a  hay-slack.' 
"  So  away  they  went,  and  left  me. 
"  *  You  are  a  friendly,  good  man,  and  have  saved 
my  life,'  I  replied,  much  affected.  '  Here  are 
three  shilUngs  for  you,  half  what  I  have  in  the 
world.  If  ever  I  am  rich  enough,  and  live  to  see 
you  again,  I  will  reward  you  handsomely.' 

"  The  man  stepped  back  from  me,   and   ex- 
claimed, — 

"  '  Why,  what  does  your  honour  take  me  for? 
I  hope  1  have  a  soul  to  be  saved?     It  wasn't  for 
nwney,  but  for  love,  that  I   told  your  honour 
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about  the  cavalry  rascals.  I  have  ate  of  your 
bounty,  as  I  have  told  you  before,  and  know  that 
your  father  and  yourself  never  refused  to  aid  a 
poor  fellow  in  distress.  God  protect  your  honour! 
But  listen  to  uiy  advice.  Keep  off  the  liigh 
road,  and  there's  no  fear  of  you.  Those  rascals 
are  afraid  of  the  bands,  and  won't  seek  you  in  the 
heart  of  the  country.' 

"  I  returned  the  money  into  my  pocket,  with 
tears  in  my  eyes,  and  thanked  tlie  poor  fellow  for 
his  friendship  and  advice.  According  to  his  in- 
junction, I  kept  well  into  the  fields,  under  the 
hedges,  which  prevented  uie  from  being  seen  by 
those  who  travelled  the  road.  During  the  heat, 
when  my  horse  began  to  flag,  I  stopped  near  the 
borders  of  a  wood,  where  there  was  some  nice  short 
grass.  Here  I  laid  down  for  about  an  hour  or 
more  in  the  shade,  whilst  my  horse  rested  and 
fed.' 

"  After  passing  over  a  country  mostly  fenced 
off  with  stone  walls  of  about  tlu-ee  feet  high,  I 
got  into  a  part  where  the  hedges  commenced 
again;  and,  perceiving  one  higher  and  thicker 
than  the  rest,  that  apiM?ared  to  run  in  the  direction 
of  my  journey,  I  made  towards  it,  intending  to 
ride  under  tiie  shelter  of  its  foliage.  But  my 
chagrin  and  disappointment  were  inexpressible, 
when,  on  reaching  the  hedge,  I  found  myself 
once  more  on  the  road  side, — the  place  of  all  others 
most  inimical  to  my  safety.  What  was  to  be 
done?    Courage  and  decision,  in  cases  of  emer- 
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iCy,  I  had  always  found  to  succeed.    Observing 
that  my  present  shelter  continued  high  and  thick 
for  some  miles,  and  then  appeared  to  be  joined 
by  cross  hedges,  which  led  into  the  heart  of  the 
country,  I  determined,  as  my  horse  was  tired,  to 
dismount  and  walk,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  a 
man  on  horseback,  or  one  on  the  top  of  a  stage 
coach  to  see  us  from  the  road.     Wliilst  reflecting 
on  tV)is  plan,  just  before  I  dismounted,  the  dust 
appeared  to  rise  at  a  great  distance.    I  therefore 
went  on  slowly,  keeping  myself  and  my  horse  in 
the  ditch ;    but  took  care,  whenever  the  branches 
d  bushes  protruded,  to  lead  him  farther  off,  so 
at  the}'  should  not  rub  aga'mst  the  saddle,  and, 
by  llieir  rustling,  attract  attention.     In  tliis  way 
walked  quietly  along ;   carriages,  carts,  and  men 
in  horseback,  as  well  as  foot  travellers,  passing  by. 
^Tienever  the  latter  approached,  I  always  stopped 
until  they  were  out   of  liearing.     I  had  now  ad- 
vanced a   considerable  distance ;  when,  all  of  a 
sudden,  I  heard  the  trampling  of  several  horses 
gether.     Stopping  my  horee  imme<liately,  I  tied 
m  short  to  a  strong  black  thorn  bush,  so  that  he 
could  not  move  his  head  to  make  a  noise.     Then 
wling  upon  my  belly  into  the  middle  of  the 
ledge,  where  it  was  extremely  close  and  thick,  I 
y  perfectly  concealed,  whilst  at  the  same  time  I 
:>uld  see  distinctly  everj-  object  on  the  road,  and 
erhear  tlie  conversation  of  such  as  went  by. 
"  I   had   scarcely   been  more  than  a  few  mi- 
nutes snugly  fixed  in  my  hiding-place,  when  I 
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saw  eight  cavalry  soldiers,  four  abreast,  comiag 
down  the  road.  I  therefore  concluded  that  those 
who  went  up  before  had  gone,  b}'  appointment, 
to  meet  four  others,  who  had  sought  me  by  some 
other  route ;  and  that,  despairing  of  success,  they 
were  now  all  returning  home.  Little  did  they 
imagine  that  he  whom  they  were  seeking  was  90 
near  to  them.  They  rode  very  slowly  along, 
and  their  horses  looked  jaded  out.  Tlie  sight  of 
this  formidable  troop,  coming  directly  towards  me, 
almost  made  me  forget  my  concealment.  My 
heart  at  first  sank,  and  then  .ngain  beat  high  with 
pleasure,  when  I  recollected  where  I  was,  and 
that  my  pursuers  were  about  to  return  and  give 
up  the  search.  Just  as  they  got  opposite  to  where 
I  la}',  I  heard  one  of  them  exclaim,  with  a  thun- 
dering imprecation  on  my  head, — 

"  '  The  devil  has  kicked  him  an  end !  We 
have  lost  our  time  and  trouble  for  nothing.' 

"  '  Thank  God!'  said  another,  'the  poor  fel- 
low is  safe  out  of  our  clutches.  He  was  a  friend 
to  the  poor;  and  he  and  his  father  did  more 
good  in  a  month  tlian  the  lord  of  a  manor,  with 
all  his  riches,  during  his  wicked  life.' 

"  '  A  pretty  fellow,'  said  another,  *  are  you  to 
take  the  part  of  an  outlaw  and  a  murderer  !' 

"  They  then  began  lo  dispute  loudly,  and  I 
could  hear  no  more  of  their  conversation  ;  for  the 
words  outlaw  and  murderer  went  to  my  lieart,  and 
made  me  feel  so  oppressed,  that  I  lay  for  near  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  in  my  concealment  before  I 
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could  rally  my  Efpirit  and  mount  my  horse  again. 
Reflecting,  at  length,  that  I  was  in  danger  of 
being  discovered  by  remaining  there,  I  rode  off) 
keeping,  however,  tJie  parallel  of  the  great  road, 
as  long  as  the  hedge  was  thick  enough  to  conceal 
me.  At  all  events,  I  felt  relieved  in  reflecting 
that  my  pursuers  had  returned,  and,  by  continuing 
for  another  day,  I  should  get  so  far  into  the  county 
of  Kerry,  as  to  be  able  to  rest  awliile,  and  conceal 
myself,  until  the  affair  was  forgotten ;  when  I 
might  again  pursue  my  journey  to  the  north. 
After  leaving  the  hedge,  a  cold  sweat  and  shiver- 
ing:, like  the  ague,  came  over  me ;  but,  riding  off" 
sereral  miles  at  a  good  round  trot,  I  got  rid  of  it, 
and  felt  much  better. 

"  At  length,  fatigue  and  hunger  began  to  wear 
ns  both  down.  My  poor  horse  showed  signs  of 
wanting  to  satisfy  his  appetite,  for  he  neighed  and 
snorted  whenever  he  saw  a  hut,  though  it  were  a 
mile  out  of  our  road:  yet  he  was  a  steed  of  un- 
common mettle,  and,  after  the  slightest  refresh- 
ment, went  oft'  agsiin  at  full  gallop,  as  fresh  as 
though  he  had  been  stabled  for  a  whole  day. 

"  Towards  evening,  the  sky  became  charged 
with  heavy  clouds,  and  tlie  rain  poured  down  in 
torrents.  I  found  shelter  under  a  shed,  that 
had  been  erected  to  dry  turf  in  bad  weather,  until 
the  heaviest  shower  was  over ;  but  it  did  not 
cease  to  rain,  and  I  proceeded  on  again,  as  it  was 
late,  and  I  saw  there  was  a  very  large  bog,  about 
a  mile  ahead,  and  which  I  now  recollected  was 
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in  the  neighbourliood  of  a  village,  only  a  few 
miles  from  the  town  of  Killaniey,  on  the  lakes  of 
the  same  name.  On  approaching,  I  found  it  was 
too  soft  to  cross,  and  that  I  must  ride  round  it, 
ere  I  should  come  to  the  huts  of  the  turf-cutters, 
which  were  only  four  or  five  in  number,  and  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  each  other.  The  rain 
had  now  become  like  mist,  and  so  thickened  the 
atmosphere,  that  I  was  obliged  to  dismount,  and 
lead  my  horse  to  grope  my  way  on  foot. 

"  In  this  manner  I  crawled  along  for  about 
three  or  four  liours,  cold,  wet,  and  hungry,  until 
my  eye  caught  something  that  at  first  appeared, 
through  the  surrounding  gloom,  like  a  black  cloud. 
I  almost  knocked  my  head  against  this  object  be- 
fore I  was  aware  of  it ;  and,  stretching  out  my 
hand,  I  touched  the  wall  of  a  turf-cutter's  hut. 
The  unex|K-ctetl  but  welcome  discover)'  rejoiced 
my  heart,  which,  only  a  moment  before,  was  over- 
whelmed with  despondency ;  and  I  felt  like  one 
who  had  been  rescued  from  perislu"ng  in  a  wilder- 
ness. After  groping  about  for  some  mituites,  I 
found  the  door  was  fastened,  and  the  inmates 
snored  aloud.  At  first,  I  tapped  softly,  then  a  little 
louder ;  and  at  length,  finding  it  impossible  to 
awaken  them  by  gentle  means,  I  thundered  with 
my  foot  until  the  whole  family  was  roused. 

"  '  Who  thus  disturbs  us  in  the  middle  of  the 
night?'  demanded  a  female,  in  a  resolute  tone 
of  voice^ 
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"  ♦  An  unfortunate  traveller,  benighted  near  the 
bog,  ^et,  cold,  and  hungrj','  replied  I. 

**  The  same  voice  answered,  '  Tliere  is  a  village 
only  about  two  or  three  miles  ofF,  where  you  can 
get  much  better  accommodations  than  with  us 
poor  miserable  turf  cutters.* 

•* '  In  llie  name  of  God  !  good  Christian,'  said 
I,  *  have  compassion  upon  a  weary  traveller.  Do 
not  refuse  a  lodging,  at  least,  to  a  man  worn 
own  with  fatigue,  cold,  and  hunger  !' 
"  'ITiis  last  apj)eal  won  the  woman  over.  I  heard 
her  tell  her  son  to  strike  a  light,  whilst  she  came 
and  opened  the  door  herself  The  family  con- 
sisted of  the  old  woman,  her  son,  and  a  daughter 
of  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  Perceiving  that 
they  all  seemed  alarmed,  I  said,  '  Don't  be 
frightened,  good  people !  I  am  an  unfortunate 
man,  who  seeks  food  and  shelter  in  your  cabin, 
but  would  scorn  to  injure  you.  I  shall  honestly 
pay  for  whatever  I  receive  at  your  hands,  and 

I     thank  you  kindly  into  the  bargain.' 

^W  "  She  whispered  something  to  the  lad ;  then, 

^Burning  to  me,  said,  — 

^V  " '  Tlie  Lord  be  with  your  honour  !  But  you 
most  not  wonder  at  our  being  a  little  frightened:  I 
am  a  poor  widow,  with  only  this  boy  and  girl ;  and 
the  bands,  your  honour  knows  well,  are  now  very 
daring ;  and  when  any  of  them  come  to  us,  we  are 
in  dread  of  our  lives.' 

•  Good  woman  ! '  said  I,  '  I  beg  you  to  give 


M 


42 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY    OF 


ft 
ft 


me  some  oats  for  ray  poor  tired  horse ;  for  I  would 
sooner  starve  mjself  than  he  should  go  without 
food." 

" '  God  Almighty's  blessings  on  your  tender 
heart  !'  exclaimed  she;  then  addressing  her  son, 
'  Go,   Robert,  with  his  honour :  show  him  where 
he  may  tie  his  liorse  in  safety,  and  give  him  as-^^ 
mucli  oats  and  hay  &s  he  wants.'  ^H 

"  So  away  we  went  together ;  and,  after  having 
supplied  my  dumb  and  faitliful  companion  with 
plenty  of  food,  I  took  the  saddle,  bridle,  and  hol- 
sters with  me,  and  returned  into  the  cabin.  On 
entering,  I  saw  a  fine  turf  fire  blazing  on  the 
hearth,  a  pot  of  potatoes  almost  ready,  a  couple 
of  salt  herrings,  and  plenty  of  milk,  which  in  a 
short  time  the  good  woman  placed  on  the  table 
before  mc.  I  made  a  hearty  supper ;  then,  laying 
down  on  some  clean  straw,  with  my  holsters  for 
a  pillow,  I  soon  fell  into  a  refreshing  slumber,  that 
lasted  until  near  seven  o'clock  the  following  morn- 
ing. I  heard  the  woman  bustling  about  for  some 
time,  but  could  not  shake  off  my  drowsiness.  Her 
hut  consisted  of  only  two  apartments  and  a  sort 
of  pantry,  or  store-room,  adjoining.  The  walls 
were  of  mud,  and,  though  poor  as  poverty  could 
make  it,  it  was  kept  tolerably  clean.  An  oak  table, 
two  rush-bottonied  chairs,  two  stools,  or  benches, 
a  chest,  and  a  couple  of  boxes,  composed  the 
wliole  of  the  furniture.  The  chimney  was  ca- 
pacious, and  on  one  side  of  it  were  two  or  three 
smoky  shelves  for  the  kitchen  utensils.     I  saw  no 
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ds,  and  the  beds  were  sacks  stuffetl  with 
fetraw  or  rushes;  Certainly  I  never  liad  a  better 
night's  rest  than  on  the  straw  where  I  slept.  The 
moment  the  old  woman  observed  tliat  I  was  stir- 
ring, she  accosted  me  with  '  A  goo<l  morrow  morn- 
ing to  your  honour  !  I  hope  your  honour  had  a 
niglit's  rest  ?' 

**  I  replied  by  praising  the  softness  of  my  bed, 
thanking  her  for  the  good  accommodations. 

"  She  smiled,  and  said,  '  Ah  '.  your  honour,  we 

poor  people  may  thank  God  that  the  rushes  and 

straw  are  to  be  had  cheap,  or  we  might  sleep  on 

the  bare  ground.     But  your  honour,  I  suppose, 

l^ras  very  much  tired ;  and,  when  one  is  weary  and 

ileepy,  a  hard  bed  seems  soft.     Won't  your  lionour 

be  after  trying  some  new  laid  eggs  this  morning? 

I  would  not  put  them  on  to  boil  until  I  saw  you 

sing.     Besides,'  added  she,   '  I  have  made  some 

fircsli  butter  for  you  to  eat  witli  your  potatoes ; 

i-ibr  we  are  too  jioor,  your  honour,  to  buy  bread.' 

*•  I  answered  that,  in  spite  of  the  hearty  supper 
I  had  eaten,  the  sound  sleep  in  which  I  was 
phingcfl  all  niphthad  assisted  my  digestion  so  well, 
thnf  I  felt  prepared  to  eat  again.  After  washing 
and  rettirning  thanks  to  God  for  my  narrow  escajw, 
and  asking  his  forgiveness  of  the  rash  act  I  had 
committed,  I  sat  down  to  breakfast.  The  coun- 
tenances of  the  family  won  me  immediately:  they 
were  expressive  of  the  greatest  good-nature  and 

IBmpIidty,  though  at  the  same  time  indicative  of 
•  good  share  of  mother  wit.     Indeed,  the  son  and 
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daughter  were  both  I'ery  handsome;  and  llieir 
mother,  then  about  forty-five,  showed  the  i"emains 
of  a  beautiful  face.  During  the  breakfast,  she 
told  me  her  iuisband  had  been  dead  for  more  than 
three  years  ;  that  her  only  support  was  two  cows, 
some  hens,  and  ducks,  which,  with  the  labour  of 
her  son  and  daughter,  enabled  them  to  live  free 
of  want.  •  We  have  the  right  of  cutting  turf 
from  our  landlord,  who  is  very  kind  to  my  poor 
boy,'  she  added :  '  he  is  allowed  to  sell  it  at  the 
village;  and  at  harvest  time  he  earns  something 
handsome  by  mowing :  at  other  times  he  gets  a 
good  job  of  ditching.  My  daughter  cuts  fagots, 
also,  when  I  can  spare  her;  and  thus,  by  hook 
and  by  crook,  we  contrive  to  live.  Whilst  God 
grants  us  health,  we  shall  not  star\-e.' 

When  I  reflected  on  the  hard  and  industrious 
life  of  those  poor  people,  I  almost  regretted  that 
I  liad  not  brought  away  some  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor's  money,  to  have  bestowed  it  upon  them. 
However,  thought  I,  tlie  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle 
remain  ;  and  I  must  dispose  of  them  in  some  way 
or  other,  so  as  to  prevent  their  leading  to  a  dis- 
covery of  my  retreat.  Breakfast  being  over,  I 
went  out  to  look  after  my  horse :  I  found  that  he 
had  also  a  comfortable  bed,  was  watered,  cleaned, 
and  fed  with  oats,  and  had  then  plenty  of  hay  be- 
fore him.  The  boy  told  me  he  was  going  to  the 
squire's  with  a  load  of  turf  upon  the  old  mare; 
'  and  my  sister,'  said  he,  '  is  gone  to  cut  furze  about 
a  mile  off.'     I  sauntered  back  to  the  house,  re- 
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Diving  to  open  my  heart  to  this  good  old  woman, 

relate  to  her  my  unfortunate  accident,  and  ob- 
tain her  advice  how  I  was   to  proceed  in  future, 

as  to  reach  my  ultimate  destination.     When  I 

it  back  to  tile  hut,  I  found  her  seated  on  one  of 

benches,  knitting  a  yam  stocking.     I  took  a 

^  along  side  of  her,  in  silence,  reflecting  how  I 

^to  begin  my  story.  She  watclied  my  features 
ttentively,  then,  all  at  once,  exclaimed,  — 

'•'  \^'hat  makes  your  honour  look  so  sad?     I'll 
kwarrant  vou  have  been  crossed  in  love  ?     It  always 
nakes  young  men  thoughtful.' 

*'  *  Alas!*  replietl  I,  '  good  woman,  I  would  that 

were  only  love  !  But,  come,  you  are  kind- 
te«l  and  generous ;  therefore  I  shall  tell  you 
that  I  am  an  unfortunate  sinner,  and  shall  expose 
my  secri-ls  to  you  without  the  fear  of  being  be- 
trayed.' 

"  *  God's  curses,'  said  s]>e,  '  light  upon  all 
traitors  and  informers !  and  may  they  fall  heavy 
upon  nic  if  ever  I  betray  him  who  trusts  me ! 
The  jwor  and  unfortunate  are  my  brodiers.' 

"  I  paused  for  a  few  seconds,  and  then  said, 
'  In  the  heat  of  passion,  excited  to  revenge  by 
most  cruel  and  atrocious  conduct,  1  committed 
an  act  that  I  deeply  repent,  and  now  shudder  to 
recoUecL     God  forgive  me  I ' 

"'  God  have  mercy  upon  your  soul!'  said  she. 
'  You  cannot  be  a  bad  man  ;  bad  men  rarely  feel 
the  pangB  of  repentance :  but  go  on  with  your 
ston/ 
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"  I  then  related  to  her,  concisely,  all  the  circum- 
stances, tlie  manner  in  which  1  made  my  escape^ 
and  the  desire  I  had  to  remain  with  her  until  the 
afl'air  had  blown  over. 

"  She  remained  silent  for  a  wliile,  then  said, 
'  Your  secret  is  safe  with  me.  It  was  indeed  a 
frightful  accident.  Alas  !  there  arc  too  many  of 
those  iron-hearted  men  amongst  our  landlords. 
What  a  poor,  miserable,  forlorn  woman,  like  my- 
self can  do  for  your  honour  shall  be  done  cheer- 
fully :  but  to  keep  you  in  my  cabin  is  impossible ; 
and,  as  you  have  been  frank  and  open  with  me,  I 
am  bound  in  duty  to  tell  you  how  1  am  situated 
myself.  Know,  tlicn,  ihat  we  are  close  to  a  cave, 
the  luiderground  liiding-place  of  one  of  llje 
bands  which  infest  this  county.  Their  captain  is 
a  ferocious,  though  generous  fellow :  he  oHen 
makes  me  presents ;  but  lie  has  sworn  to  murder 
me  if  ever  I  harbour  any  one  in  my  cabin  more 
than  a  day,  lest  his  den  should  be  discovered, 
and  which  they  visit  once,  and  sometimes  twice,  a 
month,  according  as  their  necessities  require  ;  for 
my  son,  who  found  it  out  by  accident,  and  went 
into  it,  saw  a  number  of  valuable  things  there — 
provisions,  clothes,  &c.  Since  they  knew  of  our 
having  seen  their  hiding-place,  we  have  been 
obliged  10  become  acconijilices,  against  our  will ; 
and,  though  the  captain  is  liberal,  I  feel  that  it  is 
a  sin  to  harbour  and  encourage  such  villains. 
But  no  one  dare  oppose  them  :  and  wliat  can  a 
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poor  widow  and  two  children  do  against  a  band 
of  robbers?     If  I  were  to  inform  against  them, 
the  police  conld  not  catch  one  half  of  their  num- 
ber ;  and  Uiose  who  escaped  would  surelv  murder 
both  me  and  my  children.     Now,  as  it  regards 
yourself,  I  don't  believe  there  has  been  any  ne>vs 
your  afl'air  brought  to  the  village,  or  I  should 
.Te  heard  it.     I  therefore  advise  you  to  lose  no 
in   endeavouring   to    sell   your   horse ;  for 
ould  tidings  come  here,  so  fine  an  animal  would 
kno^n  immediately  by  the  description  of  him. 
The  monej-  he  fetches  will  pay  the  expenses  of 
nr  journey  to  the  north.     You  may  stay  two  or 
ree  days  with  us,  until  you  feel  quite  recovered 
from  your  fatigue ;  but  longer  I  cannot  consent  to 
bour  you ;  and  may  God,  in  his  great  mercy, 
tect  your  honour  from  all  hann  !' 
"  This  friendly  advice  and  confidential  commu- 
nication appeareil  to  me  so  reasonable  and  generous 
withal,  that   I  could  not  help  express'mg  to  the 
poor  >»-idow,  in  verj'  warm  terms,  how  grateful  I 
(elt  for  her  kindness,  and  how  little  I  was  inclined 
lo  remain,  when  I  saw  it  would  probably  be  the 
cause  of  a  heavy  misfortune  to  herself  and  chil- 
dren.    '  Your  advice,  however,*  said  I,  '  appears 
to  me  so  good,  tliat  I  shall  immediately  hasten  to 
the  village  and  sell  the  horse  to  the  first  pur- 
cliaser  that  offers.' 

•*  Full  of  my  scheme,  I  went  to  the  shed,  saddled 
die  hunter,  that  looked  as  fine  and  as  fresh  as  if 
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he  had  been  a  month  in  hb  master's  stable,  and 
led  him  up  to  the  cabin  door.  Just  as  I  was  going 
to  nioiuit,  the  widow  exclaimed,  — 

" '  Stop,  don't  go  in  that  dress ;  neither  sell  your 
horse  with  the  bridle  and  saddle :  I  '11  bring  you 
a  halter  for  him  ;  and  I  have  some  old  clothes  of 
my  husband's  which  will  just  fit  you.  I  beg  your 
honour  to  wear  them ;  for  those  which  you  have  on 
you  now  are  too  good,  and  it  may  be  that  they 
have  been  deecribeti,  and  will  discover  you.' 

" '  Ver)-  prudently  spoken,  good  woman,'  re- 
plied I,  proceeding  to  loosen  the  girths :  '  I  per- 
ceive that  thou  art  my  guardian  angel ;  and 
now  I  recollect  a  horse  is  always  sold  with  a 
halter.'  ^^ 

"  Siie  left  me  and  went  into  the  cabin,  where, 
after  rummaging  about  awhile,  she  returned  with 
rope  lialter  and  the  garments. 

"  '  Here,'  said  she,  '  go  in  and  change  yonf, 
clothes,  whilst  I  hold  the  bridle.' 

"  In  a  couple  of  minutes  I  was  dressed  in 
tattered  suit ;  and,  after  tying  the  halter  on  the 
horse,  and  taking  a  turn  of  the  rope  over  his  nose, 
she  handed  me  a  piece  of  old  hair  cloth  to  sit  on, 
and  said,  —  ^tf 

"  '  Now,  if  any  one  enquires  how  you  came  bjT^^ 
this  horse,  say  he  strayed  in>on  the  borders  of  the 
great  bog,  about  five  or  ten  miles  oil',  that  every 
one  knows,  and  coming  near  the  hut  of  Tim  Law- 
son,  he  fed  about  there  for  a  couple  of  months; 
that  Tim,  seeing  no   one   come  to  claim  him, 
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took  him  up,  but  being  too  spirited  lor  work,  he 
aenl  you  to  sell  him.  Vou  have  heard  of  Tim,  no 
doubt  ? '  she  added.  '  He  is  the  captain  of  the 
band  tlmt  has  struck  terror  into  the  hearts  of  all 
tJie  country  round.  Depend  upon  it,  no  one  will 
dare  to  question  you  farther,  not  even  the  officers 
juslioe;  nor  will  any  one  attempt  to  enquire  of 
whether  he  sent  you  or  not.  If  any  of  the 
ibouring  squires  are  there,  tliey  will  buy  tli« 
the  sooner,  and  pay  a  better  price  for  him, 
knowing  Jiim  to  be  Tim  Lawson's.  S<j  now  your 
honour  may  go  in  safety,  and  I  pray  God  no  ac- 
cident may  happen  to  you.'  I  tlianked  lier  again, 
ofawrving,  as  I  rode  off,  that  I  then  went  with  a 
atouter  heart ;  though  I  confess  I  could  not  alto- 
fetbv  conquer  tlie  qualms  of  conscience  ex- 
perienced Kt  tlie  idea  of  selling  stolen  property. 
The  only  excuse  I  could  make  to  myself  was, 
liic  being  forced  by  circumstances  to  take  the 
horac,  and  equally  so,  at  that  moment,  to  sell  him. 
Kotwitlistanding  I  could  not  calm  an  uneasiness 
of  mind  Utat  tormented  me,  anrl  for  the  last  two 
days  1  liad  felt  now  and  then  a  shivering,  accom- 
panied with  a  feverish  heat,  and  a  pain  at  thu 
nape  of  my  neck.  However,  I  thought  it  arose 
from  fatigue  and  anxiety,  and  tliat  after  resting  a 
day  or  two  it  would  leave  nie. 

•*  When  I  got  near  the  village  I  jumped  from  the 
bone's  back,  and  led  liim  forwards  at  a  very  slow 
1  liud  not  (liissed  more  than  half  way  down 
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the  principal  street,  before  I  was  met  by  two 
gentlemen  mounted,  and  in  liuntlng-dresses,  with 
servants  riding  behind  them.  As  tliey  passed 
me,  one  of  them,  attracted  by  the  noble  appear- 
ance of  my  hunter,  exclaimed  to  his  compa* 
nion  — 

" '  What  a  fine  animal  !* 
'* '  Yes,'  answered  tlie  other,  stopping  suddenly, 
'  a   thorough-bred   southern  hunter ;    as   fine  a 
hoi-se   as   ever  I  set  my  eyes  on ;  no  doubt  for  ^ 
sale  —  let  us  enquii-e.'  H 

"  Then  tinning  his  horse  towards  me,  he  said, — 
*' '  Hark  ye,  my  honest  fellow,  is  that  animal  ^ 
to  be  sold?'  ■ 

•' '  A  hunter,  by  heavens  !'  cried  his  companion 
again,  '  and  belonging  to  some  gentleman's  stud; 
how  the  devil  did  you  come  by  him  ?  '  addressing      i 
himself  to  me.  fl 

"  '  All  I  know,  your  honour,'  said  I,  assuming  . 
as  coarse  a  manner  as  possible,  '  is,  that  Tim 
Lawson,  who  lives  about  seven  miles  off,  on  the 
great  bog,  picked  him  up  astray,  and  finding  no 
one  to  claim  him,  after  a  couple  of  months,  being 
a  horse  not  fit  for  common  work,  he  sent  me  with 
him  here  to  sell  him.  Besides,  your  honours,  I'll 
warrant  there's  never  a  hedge,  ditch,  or  wall  in 
the  county  that  he  won't  go  over  like  nothing 
at  all,  at  all  !' 

"  '  Oil,  ho  !'  said  the  man  who  questioned  me, 
'one  of  Tim's  catcliing,  eh?  then  I'll  warrant 
him  also ;  for  Tim  never  stole  a  bad  horse  in  his 
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But  come,  to  the  point,  my  lad  : 
Jie  want  for  him  ?' 

K' '  Wi3*,  your  honours,'  said  I,  '  only  be  after 
mining  his  points,  and  I'll  be  bound  your 
honours  will  agree  that  he's  a  horse  worth  one 
hundred  guineas  of  any  gentleman's  money  who 

»nes  hunting.' 
•*  ♦  By  my  soul,  my  lad,'  said  the  gentleman, 
*  but  you  brought  some  of  Tim's  blarney  in  jrour 
pocket.  But,  come,  before  we  bargain,  let  us 
saddle  and  try  him.  Tom  there,  my  groom,  will 
leap  him  over  any  thing  that  man  and  horse  dare 
attempt' 

"  Tom  quickly  alighted,  and  taking  off  the  saddle 
and  bridle,  he  put  llicm  on  the  hunter.  We  then 
returned  to  tlie  skirts  of  the  village,  where  there 
were  hedges  and  stone  walls  in  abundance ;  and, 
•topping  opposite  to  the  highest,  I  asked  the 
gentleman  whether  he  wished  his  own  man  to 
leap,  or  should  I  do  it  myself? 

"  ♦  So,'  said  he,  smiling,  '  I  see  Tim  has  taught 
you  all  the  secrets  of  his  trade ;  come  let  us  see 
bow  you  perform  for  die  first  leap,  and  the  next 
shall  be  for  Tom.' 

tl  was  seated  in  an  instant,  and  went  over  the 
at  full  tilt,  in  a  flying  leap  ;  then,  to  astonish 
\f  I  turned  the  horse  back,  walking  him  gently 
op  to  it,  and  of  a  sudden  made  him  skip  to  the  top 
like  a  cat,  and,  touching  it  with  his  hind  feet,  he 
J^ne  back  to  the  spot  from  whence  I  started. 
^B***  Bravo,  bravo!'  exclaimed  tlie  first,  whilst 
■ 
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tlie  second  rode  up  and  clapped  nie  on  the  shoulder, 
saying,  '  Well  done,  ni)'  honest  fellow  !  By  Jasiu ! 
you  and  your  liorse  are  all  of  a  piece.  No  wonder 
the  people  are  so  much  afraid  of  Tim,  when  l>e  ha» 
such  horses  and  riders  in  his  band,  whom  tlie  devil 
and  all  the  policemen  together  would  not  be  able 
to  catch.  But,  come,  let  Tom  take  a  leap,  and 
then  we  shall  strike  a  bargain.' 

"  The  servant  now  mounted  the  horse,  and  went 
over  a  hedge  in  the  same  style;  after  which  he 
exclaimed,  — 

*' '  By  Jasus,  your  honour, but  our  Raven  Black's 
a  fool  to  him ;  why  he's  like  a  cork  upon  water, 
like  a  buck  upon  his  pasterns.' 

"  '  This  is  all  well,"  observed  his  master ;  '  he 
is  a  smart  active  hunter,  no  doubt;  but,  although 
you  do  belong  to  Tim  Lawson's  gang,  for  once  in 
your  life  be  honest,  and  tell  the  trut}i,  has  the 
horse  any  blemishes?' 

" '  Look  in  his  mouth,  your  honour,'  said  I, 
•  you  will  see  by  the  marks  in  his  teeth,  he  is  rising 
seven  years  old;  sound,  loo,  in  wind  and  limb,  with- 

■  out  fault  or  blemish  ;  and  if  there's  a  horse  in  the 
county  that  can  hold  way  with  him,  or  has  better 
bottom,  then  say  1  'in  a  fool,  and  that  Tim  Lawson 

I  knows  nothing  of  horseflesh.' 
"  His  friend  now  approached,  patted  his  neck, 
looked  in  his  mouth,  smoothed  down  his  legs,  and 
felt  about  his  fetlock  joints.  After  which,  he 
said,  — 
"  '  Bv  mv  soul,  but  he  is  a  noble  beast,  and  cer- 
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lainly  has  no  blemish  that  I  can  discover.  How- 
ever, Tim's  horses  come  cheap  to  him,  and  there- 
fore he  ought  to  sell  them  at  a  reasonable  rate ; 
besides,  he  must  consider  the  risk  those  run  who 
buy  from  him,  of  havuig  the  animal  reclaimed  by 
his  lawful  owner.  I  think,  tlierefore,  if  you  give 
him  thirty  pounds,  he  ought  to  deem  his  horse 
well  sold.' 

**  *  No,  no,  gentlemen,'  said  I,   '  this  is  much 
too  little :  besides,  Tim  has  ordered  me  to  bring 
liiim  home  a  working  horse  and  forty  pounds  at 
east,  or  else  the  sum  I  first  demanded  in  cash. 
am  in  a  hurry  to  return  to  the  great  bog,  to- 
ligbt     If  you  don't  buy  him,  I  know  the  squire 
rill ;  so  all  I  can  say  is,  that  if  you  will  give  me 
liny  guineas  and  die  horse  your  servant  rides  to 
jot,  the  hunter's  jours,  and   if  not,  why  then 
four  honour  must  excuse  me,  I  shall  try  my  luck 
llie  mansion  house.' 
I  saw  his  friend  nod  and  wink  at  him  to  close 
lie  bargain ;  when  he  replied,  — 
"  *  ^Tiy  you  are  a  tight  fellow  to  deal  with,  but 
'1  see  there's  nothing  to  be  got  out  of  you,  and  as 
wish  to  be  good  friends  with  your  captain,  come, 
here's  your  money.' 
•*  So  saying,  he  took  out  his  purse,  and  counted 
rilown  thirty  guineas,  and  then  desired  his  servant 
[to  put  the  saddle  and  bridle  on  his  new  purchase, 
rand  give  the  rope  halter  back  to  me  to  lead  home 
old  Dobbin. 

o  3 


54 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY    OT 


CHAPTER  III. 


♦♦  I  NOW  felt  aa  if  I  had  got  rid  of  what  lay  heavy 
on  my  conscience,  and  might  also  have  led  to  a 
discovery.  NoUiing  remained  but  tlie  saddle, 
bridle,  and  pistols,  and  those  could  be  eitlier 
buried,  hid,  or  destroyed  in  some  way  or  otlier. 
I  continued  up  the  village  until  I  discovered  a 
decent  sort  of  a  shop,  tolerably  well  furnished  with 
ready-made  clotlies,  and  other  articles  of  a  similar 
description.  Here  I  purchased  two  good  suits  of 
labourer's  garments,  some  linen  handkerchief, 
^  stockings,  shoes,  several  articles  of  woman's  ap- 

B  parel,  and,  in  fact,  a  number  of  things,  which  I 
thought  might  prove  useful  to  tlic  poor  widow  and 
B  her  family.  Wien  I  pulled  out  two  or  three 
■  guineas  to  pay  for  my  purchases,  the  master  of  the 
H  shop  looked  at  me  suspiciously,  and  said,  — 
H  "  '  Where  did  you  come  by  this  gold,  my  lad  ? 

H  It  looks  very  strange  to  see  a  man  in  tatters,  as 
H  you  are,  with  a  handful  of  guineas  in  his  pocket.' 
H  "  A  lad  who  had  been  present  when  I  sold  the 

H  horse  came  into  the  shop  at  that  instant,  having 
H  followed  me  up  tlie  street,  firom  what  motive  I 
H  know  not;  but  just  as  he  entered,  I  said  boldly, 
H  '  I  was  sent  here  by  Tim  Lawson,  from  the  great 
H        bog,  to  dispose  of  a  horse,  which  I  have  done,  and 
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ihe  money  I  received  I  was  ordered  to  spend  in 
purchasing  certain  things.  I  don't  see  what  right 
you  have  to  question  people  who  buy  of  you  where 
they  got  their  money/ 

"  The  shopman  said  immediately,  '  Oh !  if  you 
■re  sent  by  Tim  Lawson,  you  are  welcome  to  all 
in  my  shop  without  money.  Though  Tim  is  a 
rible  fellow,  yet  he's  honourable  in  his  deal- 
BgB,  and  I  should  be  sorry  to  make  an  enemy  of 

'  t 

"  '  Come,'  said  I,  roughly,  •  none  of  your  blar- 
Dow,  bat  give  me  my  change.     Don't  you  see 
By  horse  is  uneasy ;  he  may  slip  his  halter,  and 
ben  I  &hall  have  the  devil's  own  chase  to  catch 
him.' 

"  This  made  him  more  brisk,  and  as  he  handed 
ine  my  change,  he  said,  '  Thank  you,  my  good 
fellow,  but  don't  take  amiss  what  I  said  to  you.' 
I  turned  on  my  heel  and  left  him,  without  making 
reply. 

"  My  new  hor^e  was  rising  nine  years  old  at  least, 
but  he  was  stout,  strong,  and  active,  and  would  do 
rice  as  mucli  work  in  a  day  as  the  widow's  mare. 
)n  the  road  1  could  not  help  flattering  mj'self 
itJi  the  pleasure  I  should  derive  from  bestowing 
lim  and  tlie  clotlics,  &c.  that  I  purchased  upon 
lie  poor  widow  and  her  children;  and  the  reflec- 
Don  of  liaving  employed  the  money  so  well,  tended 
soften  greatly  the  sorrow  I  experienced.  Re- 
ag  on  these  matters,  and  how  I  was  to  ma- 
:  in  future,  I  got  quite  near  to  the  cabin  before 
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I  perceived  it.  Looking  up  of  a  sudden,  I  belifld 
the  old  woman  and  her  daughter  Susan  standing 
at  the  Uireshold  of  tlie  door  to  receiye  me.  When 
I  came  near,  the  widow  exclaimed,  — 

"  '  Thank  God,  I  see  your  honour  has  got  rid  of 
the  hunter :  but  where  did  you  pick  up  this  stout- 
looking  horse?' 

"  Without  making  a  reply,  I  threw  her  the 
bundle,  rode  off  to  the  shed,  where  I  made  old  Dob- 
bin fast,  gave  him  some  hay,  and  then  returned  to 
the  hut.  Robert,  the  son,  entered  almost  at  the  same 
moment,  hanngjust  arrive<l,on  tlie  mare,  from  the 
squire's,  where  he  had  been  to  sell  a  load  of  turf. 
They  all  greeted  me  kindly.  After  which,  I  un- 
tied my  bundle,  which  had  remained  on  the  floor 
unopened,  and  distributed  the  things  amongst 
them,  reserving  for  myself  only  what  was  barely 
necessary  to  keep  me  clean.  I  then  produced 
some  bread,  the  sight  of  wliich  rejoiced  them  ex- 
ceetlingly.  They  crossed  themselves  before  they 
tasted  it,  and  the  old  woman  particularly  offered 
up  a  prayer  to  heaven,  and,  turning  to  me, 
said, — 

"  '  May  God  reward  your  honour  for  providing 
for  the  widow  and  fatherless,  and  may  you  be 
more  lucky  in  future  ! '  The  son  and  daughter 
both  expressed  their  gratitude  in  the  simple  but 
eloquent  language  of  nature  ;  and  when  I  told 
Robert  the  horse  was  also  bought  for  the  family, 
to  carry  turf  and  faggots  to  the  village,  his  joy  was 
excessive. 
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■■•  Now,  j-our  honour,' said  he,  « I  must  tell  you 
>rhat  happened  to  me  to-day  when  I  took  my  load 
of  turf  to  the  squire's.  Just  as  I  was  done  un- 
loading, two  smart-looking  gentlemen,  in  hunt- 
ing-dresses, came  galloping  up  to  the  castle  door. 

"They  dismounted  and  went  in,  after  which  the 
servants  led  their  horses  through  the  stable-yard, 
where  I  was  standing ;  and,  oh  !  your  honour, 
how  I  trembled  all  over  when  I  saw  your  horse 
amongst  them.     I  thought  I  should   have  sunk 

'through  the  ground.     How,  thought  I,  can  they 

*8o  soon  liave  got  his  honour's  horse,  when  I  left 

lliim  tied  fast  in  the  she<l  only  an  hour  or  two  ago. 

'1  was  for  starting  off  home  at  once,  but  at  that 
instant  the  squire,  with  his  two  visiters,  came 
through  the  gate  into  the  yard,  and  I  was  obliged 
lo  stop  to  let  them  pass  by.    As  they  went  along, 

^©ne  of  them  said,  — 

'  *  Squire,  I  '11  show  you  sucli  a  hunter  as  you 

'  have  not  seen  for  many  a  long  day,  and  one  that 

•I  will  defy  your  stud  to  match.' 

** '  This  roused  my  curiosity,  and  I  thought  I'd 
stay  awhile  longer  to  hear  what  they  should  say  of 
him.     By  the  time  they  got  well  into  the  yard, 

("the  men  had  led  the  horses  back.  Tlie  squire 
topped  them,  called  his  groom,  bade  him  mount 
jrour  horse,  and  make  him  show  his  gaits.     After 

t'ihe  naan  had  ridden  backwards  and  fo^^^•arcls  in  a 
walk,  a  trot,  a  canter,  and  a  gallop,  — 

'By  heavens!'    said    the   squire,    'but    lie 
handles  his  feet  like  a  cat.     Denis,'  said  he  to  hia 
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groom,  *  take  him  a  leap  over  that  wall  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  yard  into  llie  orchard.' 

"  '  He  went  over  it,  your  honour,  like  a  hare.' 

" '  By  the  powers  of  Moll  Kelly,'  said  the 
squire,  '  if  he  is  only  rising  seven,  as  you  say, 
he's  worth  a  hundred  pounds  of  any  man's 
money,  and,  if  you  like,  I'll  count  you  off  the 
coppers  into  your  hand  in  a  minute.' 

"  •  No,  no,  squire,'  said  the  gentleman,  '  the 
best  hundred  and  fifty  in  your  purse  would  not 
buy  him.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  I  fear  I  may  get 
into  bad  bread  by  this  purchase.' 

"  '  How  so?'   enquired  his  friend. 

"  '  Because,'  said  l)e,  '  I  have  bought  him  from 
one  of  Tim  Lawaon's  band ;  lads  who  never  yet 
came  by  any  thing  honestly.' 

"'  But,'  replied  the  squire,  '  Tim's  a  privi- 
leged man,  and  if  you  feel  any  qualms  about  the 
business,  here's  the  hundred  pounds  ready.  Come, 
decide.' 

"  '  No,'  said  the  other,  '  I'll  not  part  with  him. 
In  for  a  penny,  in  for  a  pound,  as  the  proverb 
says.  I  hope  to  win  many  a  brush,  at  all  events, 
before  we  part.' 

" '  Seeing  them  turn  to  leave  the  yard,  I  mounted 
the  old  mare,  and  came  off  home  as  fast  as  I  could, 
to  tell  your  honour,  for  I  thought  one  of  Tun's 
men  had  stolen  him  from  our  shed.' 

" '  Robert,*  said  I,  '  you  are  a  good  lad,  but  I 
fear  the  horse  I  brought,  as  he  was  taken  in  part 
payment  from  the  gentlcraanwho  bought  mine, 
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may  be  dangerous  to  show  in  the  village,  or  at 
the  squire's.* 

" '  Oh,  your  honour,'  answered  Robert,  '  don't 
be  alarmed  about  that.  I  shall  say  Tim  L^wsoii 
sold  him  to  me,  and  let  me  see  who  will  dare  to 
touch  him.  I  know  now  of  three  or  four  horses 
and  cows  in  the  neighbourhood  which  have  come 
from  Tim's  stock,  and  I  never  heard  of  any  one's 
daring  to  claim  them.' 

"  Towards  the  evening  of  that  day  tlie  pain  in 
the  nape  of  my  neck  increased.  I  was  obliged  to 
lie  down  ;  and  a  burning  fever  came  ujKjn  me.  I 
passed  a  sleepless  night,  and  in  the  morning  was 
worse,  my  head  being  giddy,  and  ray  eyes  pained 
me  so,  they  seemed  starting  from  their  sockets. 
Seeing  that  I  did  not  rise,  the  widow  came  to  me, 
felt  my  head,  asked  me  some  questions,  which  I 
answered  incolierently,  and  the  last  thing  I  re- 
member was  her  saying,  — 

" '  (Jod's  will  be  done ;  but  he  has  got  the  bog 
ferer,  and  I  will  not  put  him  out  of  my  house, 
though  Tim  should  threaten  to  murder  me.' 

"  I  then  told  her  to  take  care  of  the  money  thai 
was  in  my  pockets.  '  It  is  all  yours,'  said  I,  faintly. 
I  could  utter  no  more,  but  immediately  fell  into 
a  sort  of  trance,  scarcely  recollecting  any  thing, 
and  not  knowing  where  I  was  for  seventeen  days. 
I  only  remembered  having  oft'ered  up  my  peni- 
tence to  God,  and  I  thought  I  saw  a  priest  who 
officiated  by  me.  On  the  seventeenth  day  I  felt 
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a  heavenly  sensation,  as  if  on  a  bed  of  down,  and 
as  though  some  one  was  puuirig  tlie  most  delicious 
viands  into  my  mouth.  1  had  recovered  my 
senses.  I  saw  the  sha<low  of  some  one  pass 
before  me.  Again  it  administered  to  me  some- 
thing not  so  sweet,  but  strong.  In  a  few  minutes 
more  I  saw  the  widow  distinctly.  I  made  an 
effort  to  s[>eak,  but  the  words  died  away  upon  my 
lips:  I  could  not  articulate.  She  perceived  iu 
and  told  me  I  must  not  talk ;  that  she  knew  what 
I  wished  to  say,  and  to  keep  myself  still  until  I 
gained  strength.  An  hour,  or  perhaps  more, 
passed  away  in  this  manner,  during  which  time 
she  gave  me  to  drink  and  to  eat,  what  I  now  dis- 
covered was  the  pith  of  bread  steeped  in  wine. 
This  had  a  wonderful  effect  in  increasing  my 
strength.  I  could  no  longer  contain  myself,  but 
exclaimed,  — 

"  '  TIjou  art  my  saviour,  good,  excellent  woman, 
my  guardian  angel  !  Oh  !  permit  me  to  express 
my  gratitude  to  you.' 

"  '  Hold,  your  honour,'  said  she;  '  the  priest 
ordered  me  not  to  let  you  talk  when  you  came  to 
your  senses,  lest  it  shoukl  cause  a  lit  of  weakness 
again,  and  Rill  you.  So  I  hope  you  will  not  say 
much  to-day  ;  to-morrow,  when  God  grants  you 
more  strength,  we  can  speak  of  all  that  has  hap- 
pened. The  next  day  the  priest  came  to  my  bed- 
side ;  enquired  how  1  felt ;  and  having  found,  by 
mj'  pulse  and  my  ajux-arance,  that  I  was  rapidly 
gaining  sU"ength,  he  told  me  I  might  now,  if  I 
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l^ed,  converse  with  the  old  woman-    I  tiianked 

im,  and  said,  — 

•* '  Holy  fatlier,  either  my  senses  have  deceived 

or  you  have  confessed  ine,  given  me  the  ex- 

tme  unction,  and  prayed  by  n>y  sidei" 

"  *  I  have,'  said  he.  •  You  confessed  your  having 

ktllerl  the  lord  of  the  manor,  asked  forgiveness  of 

LGod,  and  received  absolution.' 

"  '  Then  it  was,'  said  I,  *  tliat  I  saw  the  lord 
the  manor  driving  my  father  and  sister  in  a 
lel  manner  off  the  farm,  and  again  I  beheld 
^^hini  pointing  a  pistol  at  me;  then  dead,  and  wel- 
^Mering  in  his  blood.  After  which,  holy  father, 
^Hl  have  no  remembrance,  exjept  for  a  moment : 
^Bl  thought  a  fierce,  terrible-luoking  fellow,  ac- 
^■companied  by  five  or  six  other  ruffians,  regardeil 
^^  roe  with  a  murderous  look,  which  chilled  my 
blood,  and  that  the  widow  held  forth  her  amis 
to  prevent  them  from  killing  me.' 

" '  This  is  all  true,'  said  the  good  old  woman. 
We  sent  for  Father  O'Morgan  :  he  confessed  you, 
linistered  the  extreme  unction,  and  then  at- 
^  tended  upon  you  like  a  physician.     For  sixteen 
f  da}-*  yon  lay  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  under  the 
rinflnence  of  a  raging  fe^'er.      Only  a  (ew  days 
kaftcr  your  illness,  the  band  arrived.    Tim  Lawson 
1  and  his  gong  were  furious  that  I  should  harbour 
kany  one,  much  less  a  stranger,  who  was  probably 
■  from  Dublin,   and  sent  to  betray  him.      They 
determined  to  murder  you.      I  rushed  be- 
tliem  and  the  be«l,  holdijig  liiem  back,  and 
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exclaiming,  '  Wliat !  wll  you  be  such  bad  Chris- 
tians as  to  kilt  a  Catholic,  a  sick  and  dying  mail, 
to  whom  Father  O' Morgan  has  just  administerwl 
the  extreme  unction  ! '  This  speecli  stopped  them: 
Tim  looked  tijMjn  you,  and  said, — 

"  «  Well,  widow,  tliis  time  I  forgive  j'ou,  there's 
my  hand.  Take  care  of  the  poor  devil,  though 
he  don't  look  long  for  this  world.  Hut  liark  ye, 
good  moilier,  should  lie  recover,  he  must  either 
join  us,  or  bo  off  the  moment  he  has  strength  to 
walk.  Remember  this,  and  tell  him  so.  You 
know  well  that  your  squires  hereabout  dare  not 
offend  me,  and  it  will  ill  become  a  poor  wanderer 
like  him  :  however,  tliis  saddle  and  bridle  and  hol- 
sters are  just  the  things  for  me  :  I'll  take  them,  for 
I  think  he  will  not  live  to  use  them,  and  I  know 
you  have  no  business  with  such  trappings.  By 
the  cross,'  he  continued,  '  if  you  ever  harbour  a 
man  again  without  my  leave,  but  it  shall  go  hard 
with  you  !'  I  made  no  reply  to  his  threats,  being 
too  happy  that  lie  let  me  off  so  easily,  and  made 
no  search  for  your  money,  that  I  got  our  good 
father  here  to  count  for  nie,  and  to  take  out  only 
what  we  wanted  to  buy  physic,  wine,  and  bread.' 

'* '  Yes,'  said  Father  O' Morgan,  '  I  can  answ'er 
for  the  safety  of  whatever  you  left  with  her  ;  for 
I  was  obliged  to  promise  to  count  all  the  mone}-, 
and  to  tell  you  how  it  was  used,  before  she 
would  consent  to  touch  it,  and  being  poor  myself, 
I  could  not  at  that  moment  raise  enough  to  buy 
the  wine  and  medicines  necessary  for  you.' 
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"  Tliis  recital  drew  tears  from  me.  I  tlianked 
Father  O'Morgan  twenty  times  over,  and  told 
him  th3t  he  had  saved  a  sinuer. 

" '  So  much  the  better,  my  son,'  said  he :  *  you 
Ikave  repented:  besides,  your  crime  was  an  invo- 
luntarj'  one.  Live  to  be  more  prudent  and  less  re- 
vengeful, and  lead  a  virtuous  life.  This  accident,  I 
hope,  H-ill  convince  you  of  tlie  folly  of  rashness  and 
passion  :  you  have  seen  that  a  single  blow  given  in 
aoger  has  brought  upon  your  devoted  head  the 
dread  of  the  law,  misery,  sickness,  and  sorrow.' 

"  Six  days  elapsed  before  I  felt  my  strength  suf- 
ficiently recruited  to  enable  rae  to  commence  my 
journey ;  however,  the  widow,  who  had  intelligence 
of  Tim's  movements,  told  me  1  might  remain  four 
days  longer :  in  tiic  mean  time,  she  made  several 
tteinpts  to  return  me  the  money  taken  from  my 
I :  but  I  always  found  some  excuse  to  put 
ber  ofi'  until   the  last  moment.     When  the  day 
arrived,  she  told  me,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  how 
much  she  was  grieved  at  not  being  able  to  harbour 
rae  any  longer,  on  account  of  Tim  Lawson,  who 
his  spies  every  where.     Tlie  son  and  daughter 
aloud  when  they  took  leave  of  me,  and  the 
lid  woman  sobbed  bitterly,  and  was  for  some  time 
efore  she  could  speak  :  at  Icngtli,  recovering  her- 
f,  she  said, — 
'  It  grieves  my  heart  to  part  with  your  ho- 
nour, whilst  you  arc  so  weak :  but  what  can  a 
»r  unprotected  widow  do?  the  richest   people 
the  county  arc  afraid  of  him,  and  how  can   1 
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I  attempt  to  disobey  his  orders?     May  Go«l  spare 

your  life  for  better  times  and  better  luck ;  and 

rest  assured,  that  my  praj'ers  and  those  of  my 

[Children  shall  be  constantly  ofFeretl  up  to  Heaven 

for  your  happiness  and  prosperity  ! ' 

"  After  saying  this,  she  handed  me  the  money, 
wrapped  up  in  a  piece  of  rag;  but  I  refused  to 
receive  it,  for  her  kindness  and  gratitude  affected 
me  exceedingly. 

"  •  No,'  said  I,  '  my  worthy  friend,  God  seems 
to  have  direcietl  my  steps  to  your  humble  cabin, 
to  be  serviceable  to  you ;  and  nothing  shall  ever 
induce  me  to  take  back  a  farthing  of  the  money.' 
Much  altercation  now  took  place  between  us,  and 
constant  entreaties  on  her  side ;  but  I  firmly  re- 
sisted them  all,  and  she  was  at  length  forced  to 
yield.  Then,  wishing  her  health  and  happiness, 
I  tore  myself  from  the  embraces  of  this  excellent 
family,  and  departed.  Only  three  shillings  now 
remained  in  my  pocket;  and  I  was  so  weak,  I 
could  hardly  drag  one  leg  after  the  other.  By  slow 
degrees,  b^ging  alms  as  I  went  along,  worn  down 
and  exhauste<l,  I  fell  sick  at  another  poor  cabin. 
The  family  nursed  and  fed  me,  until  I  was  able 
to  walk  again  ;  but  as  I  had  not  spent  any  of  my 
money,  I  made  them,  with  great  difficulty,  accept 
of  a  shilling,  although  I  had  lived  there  fifteen 
days. 

"  Ah,  your  honour  1"  said  Tom,  with  a  deep 
"  I  hope  you  won't  bo  offended  witli  me,  as 
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an  exception ;  but  tmly  I  may  say  with 
song: — 

•  Ti»  the  poor  man  alone. 
When  he  hears  the  poor  moaa. 
Who  a  morsel,  a  mursel  will  give.' " 

You     are  more  than    half  right,  Tom,"    I 
"  but  come,  let  us  have  tlie  rest  of  vour 

"  My  journey,"  he  continued ;  "  was  very 
fatiguing.  Although  they  pressed  me  to  stay 
longer,  the  idea  of  my  being  a  charge  upon  them 
made  me  start  again  before  I  had  sufficiently 
recruited  my  strengtli,  and  my  money  being  all 
expended  for  the  last  two  days,  I  have  been  ready 
to  drop  down  in  the  road.  The  first  charity  I 
received  was  from  your  honour,  at  the  moment 
I  was  sinking  with  weakness  and  despondency." 

I  was  interrupted  in  the  remarks  which  so  sin- 
gular a  narrative  naturally  suggested,  by  the 
entrance  of  my  servant,  wlio  put  a  letter  into  my 
iiand  bearing  tlie  Belfast  post-mark,  and  inscribed 
with  the  well-known  manly  characters  of  my  old 
friend's  handwriting.  Impatiently  I  broke  tlie 
seal,  and  ran  my  eager  eyes  over  the  contents, 
which  were  couched  in  the  most  affectionate  terms, 
and  expressive  of  his  entire  acquiescence  in  my 
proposed  scheme.  In  fact,  it  was  rather  evident, 
from  the  general  tenor  of  the  letter,  that  my 
guardian  was  hinieelf  somewhat  tired  of  the  dul] 
monotonous  life  incident  to  a  residence  in  an 
irisb  proi-iiicial   town ;  and   that  he  was  by  no 


means  displeased  at  the  opportunitj'  of  revisiting 
tlie  scenes  of  liis  early  travels.  It  had  hitherto  been 
a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  what  quarter 
of  the  world  I  first  directed  my  vagrant  course;  but 
some  circumstances  mentioned  in  the  concluding 
paragraph  of  his  letter  determined  me  to  sail  at 
once  for  the  United  States  of  America.  As  I  wa» 
very  unwilling  to  leave  unfinished  the  work  of 
charity  I  had  begun,  and  turn  the  unfortunate 
man,  who  had  now  become  a  pensioner  on  my 
bounty,  on  the  world  again,  without  first  taking 
some  steps  to  secure  his  comfort  and  safety,  I  at 
once  resolved  to  make  him  the  companion  of  the 
voyage,  and  thus  place  him  beyond  the  reach  of 
danger. 

My  preparations  were  soon  completed.  Tlie 
care  of  my  estate,  during  my  absence,  was,  by  a 
power  of  attorney,  committed  to  my  cousin,  who,  in 
case  I  died  unmarrie<t,  became  heir  at  law  to  what 
property  1  possessed  ;  and,  without  further  delay, 
we  started  off  to  join  my  guardian  at  Belfast. 

After  the  first  salutations  were  over,  I  briefly 
related  to  him  the  history  of  mj'  companion,  and 
the  critical  situation  in  which  he  stood,  with  my 
desire  to  secure  him  a  passage  to  America.  My 
guardian  warmly  approved  of  these  intentions,  and, 
shaking  poor  Bryan  cordially  by  the  hand,  be 
said,  "  Come,  cheer  up,  my  honest  fellow  !  God  is 
great  and  merciful :  lie  has,  no  doubt,  accepted 
of  your  prayers  and  your  penitence.  It  is  not  for 
man  to  decide  between  you  and  your  Maker ;  we 
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have  not  the  power 


ave  or  to  condemn  a  souJ, 
■nd  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  succour  the  distressed. 


pov 


So,  come,  be  of  good  cheer. 


Th: 


en   turning   to  me, 
when  man   permits  his 


said  he,   "  Yi 


lou  see,  my 
passions  to  get   the 
better  of  his  reason,  he  disfigures  the  fairest  attri- 
butes of  civilised  humanity,  and  puts  on  those  of 
^jhe  untutored  savage." 

^H  The  vessel   in  which  we   engaged  our  passage 
^^■ras  of  about   six  hundred   tons    burthen,   com- 
pKianded  by  a  middle-aged  man,  a  Swede,  under 
the  colours  of  his  countr}'.     Though  large,  and 
carrying  an  immense  cargo,  she  was  not  copper- 
-bottomed, and  seemed  likely  to  prove  a  dull  sailer. 
^^Ply  guardian  told  me,  at  the  first  glance,  he  sus- 
pected that  die  captain,  although  well  advanced  in 
life,  and  an  old  seafaring  man,  was  not  an  expert 
seaman.    "  But,"  added  he,  "what  is  to  be  done? 
We  cannot  remain  long  in  Ireland  without  being 
subjected    to    a    scrutiny  which    would  be,    per- 
haps, fatal  to  the  fortunes  of  poor  Tom.     Tliere 
is  no  otiter  vessel  to  sail  this  season.    I  have  tliere- 
^^)re  determined  to  depart,  rather  than  await  here 
^Tieveral  months  for  luioiher  opportunity." 

On  our  return  homewards,  we  met  the  cap- 
tain, who  informed  us  he  had  positively  fixed  his 
departure  for  the  third  day  from  tliat  time,  and 
requested  we  would  prepare  ourselves  accordingly, 
sooner  had  we  heard  this  news,  than  we 
lired  to  the  tavern,  where  we  found  our  friend 
Com  busily  engaged  packing  up  his  trunk ;  for 


my  guardian  liaving  given  liim  money,  he  lad 
bought  for  himself  clothes,  and  other  necessaries 
for  the  voyage.  He  told  us  he  Imd  lieard  the 
ship  was  to  start  in  a  couple  of  days,  and  he 
was  anxious  to  go  on  board;  "for,"  said  he,  "  I  feel 
perfectly  strong,  and  almost  capable  of  making 
the  journey  on  foot,  if  it  were  possible."  Tom 
seemed,  indeed,  quite  another  man.  His  cheeks 
began  to  assume  the  freslniess  of  health,  and  when 
he  was  dressed,  we  could  not  help  admiring  his  fine 
features,  and  liis  tall  athletic  figure,  that  seemed 
to  combine  the  symmetrj'  of  Apollo  with  the 
strength  of  Hercules. 

We  now  all  repaired  on  board,  each  taking 
possession  of  the  place  assigned  to  him  by  the 
captain,  and  no  one  seemed  more  pleased  than 
our  friend  Tom,  tliougli  there  was  a  melancholy 
expression  in  his  countenance,  that  seemed  to 
say,  "  I  am  going  to  part  with  all  that  is  dear  to 
me  upon  earth." 

At  the  time  indicated  the  captain  was  pimc- 
tual,  and  put  to  sea ;  and  nothing  could  exceed 
the  pleasure  I  felt  to  find  myself  at  length  on  my 
way  to  visit  foreign  countries.  My  young  ima- 
gination teemed  with  delightful  visions  and 
anticipations  of  what  I  should  see  new  and  in- 
teresting in  America,  and  the  satisfaction  I 
should  experience  at  being  removed  from  con- 
templating liourly  the  misery  and  wretchedness 
which  prevailed  throughout  my  native  land. 

'•Ah,  beautiful  but  unfortunate  sjwt!"  I  ex- 
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«  as  the  high  dills  of  IrFUnd  bitd  into 
f ancf ,  ''  am  I  never  to  mx  (ii«f  piwfmw  and 
pp)'?  Alas!  iImd  devoted  land,  the  boortof  dnr 
cient  lords,  now  mouldered  into  dost,  are  do 
pr  motstenrd  iritli  tears  of  gratiude  and 
fipadiYt  but  with  bitter  stnams  af  aorroar  aod 
'  UoucL  Tliou  d«ar  evergreen  island !  ooce  tW 
.  of  cODtentment,  where  the  sweet  minstrel  of 
ie»  sung  the  song  of  welcome  to  the  wcwr 
[traveller,  and,  whether  rich  or  poor,  ibe  has* 
ipitable  door  was  opened  to  receive  him^  i welling 
ihia  bosom  with  jor,  and  assuring  him  of  peace, 
[comfort,  and  repose  V 

Tom,  who  was  standii^  by  me,  OTerheard  tiib 

epecch,  and   said,  "  True,  sir,  ours  is,    indeed, 

I  an     unfortmiate    countrj ;    cruelty,    imolenmcc^ 

land  oppression   have  blighted    the  native  ricb- 

and  prosperity  of  Ireland ;   bat  ber  people 

I  are  brave  and  finn,  and  will  struggle  for  tbetr 

liberties  until  the  last." 

We  stood  fur  some  time,  looking  over  the 
side  of  the  vessel,  and  lamenting  ttie  fate  of  oar 
coantrr,  thai  was  now  like  a  distant  cloud  di- 
minishing away  before  our  eye*.  Tom  heaved 
a  deep  sigh,  a  sigh  that  came  from  the  Eoal, 
and  I  saw  the  tears  roll  down  Im  cheeks. 

"  Tom,  my  friend,"  said  I,  "  you  appear  to 
have  Vft  some  secret  sorrow  preying  upon  your 
spirits,  which  you  have  not  revealed  to  me? 
Come,  tliia  is  not  right :  con&idf r  me  as  a  nal 
and  unalterable  friend.      My  guardian  noticed. 
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that,  although  your  bodily  health  was  some- 
what repaired,  there  still  is  a  disease  in  yoi 
mind,  and  charged  me  to  speak  to  you,  and 
assure  you  that  the  only  way  to  conquer  it  b  to 
disclose  whatever  oppresses  your  spirits  to  your 
friends.  Tliis  confidence  will  lighten  your  heart," 
During  my  address,  Tom's  countenance  cxhi-^ 
bited  the  agitation  and  tumult  within  his  breasl||H 
that  heaved  with  repeated  sighs,  and  obstructed 
Ilia  utterance :  at  lenjith  another  flood  of  tears 
rolled  from  his  eyes  ;  he  was  relieved:  and,  after 
regarding  me  with  fixed  attention  for  a  few 
seconds,  he  exclaimed, — 

"  Oh,   good  and  excellent  young  gentleman,      i 
pardon   nie !    I    have   concealed   from    you    ti4^| 
most  excruciating  part  of  my  storj* ;   for  in  trutli,'' 
I  was  so  weak,  when  I  told  you  my  sad  tale,  I 
dared  not  touch  upon  an   incident   that  I  felt  1 
should  be  unable  to  relate  lo  you.     Thanks  to 
your    frientlship   and    God's    mercy,    1    am    now 
better,  and  recovered  enough  to  contend  against 
the   pangs  of  bitter    recollection,    which,    before 
I  received  tlie  pious  and  friendly  advice  of  your 
guardian,    had    nearly    overwhelmed    me    witli 
despair."  ^H 

After  this  preface,  he  paused  for  a  couple  o^* 
minutes,  seemed    to  strive  to  collect   his    force, 
and  then,  with  more  calmness  titan  I  ex])ectei^H 
commenced  his  recital. 

"  Adjoining  our  farm  there   lived   a   country 
gentleman  of  good  fortune,  who  had  a  son  and  a 
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daughter.     The  former  was  exactly  my  age,  and 
ihc  sister  was  five  or  six  years  younger.     Mr. 
Burnet,  the  father,  was  a  man  somewhat  advoficed 
in  years,  having  married  late  in  life;   but  he  was 
hale  and  strong,  and  fond  of  field  sports.     His 
aon,  who  was  so  much  attached  to  me,  tliat   he 
could  not  bear  to  pass  a  day  out  of  my  society, 
prcwcd  me  constantly  to  be  with  him  as  much  as 
ponible;  and  tlie  fatlier,  who  took  a  great  liking 
to  roe,  did  not  fail  to  reiterate  his  son's  invitations. 
This  intimacy  continued  for  several  years,  and, 
of  course,    gave   me   frequent   opportunities   of 
•eeing  and  convereijig  with   Miss  Burnet,  with 
whose  beauty  and  accomplishments  I  was  soon 
c^dvated.       Aware,   however,   that    her    father 
looked  op  to  a  connection  for  her  much  higher 
tban  the  son  of  a  country-  squire,  I  endeavoured 
to  conceal,  even  from  myselfj   the  attachment  I 
had  conceived  for  her,  thinking  that  the  slightest 
iniiination    might    make    her    father   angry,  and 
cause  hun  to  interdict  my  visits  for  ever.     The 
idea    of   being    dcprivetl    of    the    happiness    of 
ieeing  her  occasionally,  already  made  me  miser- 
able:  however,  it  was   not   long  before   I  dis- 
covered   that    Helen    Burnet    was    passionately 
attached  to  me;  and,  indeed,  at  length  it  was  so 
obvious,  that  I  wondered  her  father  and  mother 
had  not  noticed  it.      Whether  the  father  did  or 
not,  is  doubtful,  but  both  the  mother  and  brother 
were  so  well  disposed  towards  me,  they  evidently 
wished   us   to   be    united.      This  reciprocity  of 
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had 
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passion  could  not  long  remain  suppressed: 
I  broke  forth  :  and  I  declared  my  love  for  her  in 
'the  most  fer\cnt  manner,  and  was  made  happj 
by  receiving,  from  my  mistress's  lips,  a  warm 
acknowletigment  of  the  tender  sentiments  she 
entertained  for  me.  In  this  manner  upwardsof  a 
year  passeil  away  in  mutual  happiness,  and  I  had 
her  sacred  promise  never  to  marry  anotlier. 

At  the  close  of  tliis  sentence,  ray  friend  T< 

seemetl  again  deeply  troubled  ;  and  whilst  we 

been  absorbed  in  conversation  the  sea  had  became 

extremely    rough,    in    consequence   of  a    strong 

headwind,  and  we  found  ourselves  so  uneasy  in 

our  place  that  we  were  obliged  to  quit  it.     He 

appeared   glad   of   a    reprieve,   even    though   it 

should  be  for  a  short  time,  to  recover  himself; 

and,  promising  to  renew  liis  history  the  next  time 

we   could    conveniently    meet,    we    sepai^ated    to 

seek  our  berths  and  lie  down,  for  the  high  sea 

had  caused  a   violent   motion  that   made  us   all 

sick.     For   my  part,   the  first  attack  of  this  in- 

B  supportable   disorder,    wlrich   lasted   three   days, 

H  almost   without   intermission,    so    completely  un- 

H         manned  me,  that  it  greatly  damped  my  ardour  for 

^1        sea-voyages,  that  is  to  say,  as  long  as  the  foul  wind 

^M        continuetl;   but   the   third   day,   even   before  the 

^1        rough  sea  had  entirely  subsided,    my  guardian 

^m        caused  me  to  eat  a  biscuit  with  a  small  piece  of 

^M         salt  meat,  and  drink  a  glass  of  brandy  and  water ; 

H        then  making  me  dress  myself,  and  go  upon  deck, 


AV    laiSH   TRATELXEH. 


78 


relapse  during  the  passage.     WTien   I  got  upou 
the  deck,  poor  Tt»ni  approached  me  with  a  smile, 
and  I  could  see,  already,  that  the  gloomy  cloud, 
which  formerly  hung  upon  his  features,  had  begun 
to  disperse.     Some  days,  however,  elajjsed  before 
I  could  renew  my  request  to  continue  his  nar- 
ration, as  there  were  many  passengers,   and  it 
was  neceasarj'  I  should  find  an  opportunity  when 
none  of  tliem  were  within   hearing.     At  length, 
one   morning,    finding    ourselves    alone   on    the 
quarter-deck,    all   the   other   passengers    Jiaving 
retired  to  their  berths,  I  lost  no  time  in  remind- 
ins  him  of  his  promise,  and  he  continued  his 
n&rrative  as  follows : — 

"The  persecutions  of  the  lord  of  the  manor 
lutd  been  now  about  eighteen  months  in  duration, 
when  all  of  a  sudden  I  thought  I  perceived  a 
great  coldness  in  squire  Burnet's  reception  of  me, 
and,  indeed,  in  diat  of  tlie  whole  family,  except 
mv  beloved  Helen,  who,  whenever  I  went  there, 
I  found  pale  and  dejected ;  and  to  my  anxious 
questions  concerning  her  health,  she  only  answered 
with  her  tears. 

♦*  At  length  the  brother  one  day,  just  as  I 
was  about  to  enter  the  house,  met  me  at  the  door, 
and,  taking  me  aside,  said  he  had  sometliing  to 
communicate.  He  prefaced  his  communication 
by  rayingj  '^^^  nothing  could  be  more  painful  to 
"  i%  friendship  than  the  duty  his  father  had  im- 
osed  upon  him,  but  it  was  imperious. 
"  '  You  know,*  said  he,   '  that  I  am  a  dutiful 
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son,  and  you  u-il],  I  hope,  make  all  due  allowances 
for  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  I  am  placed, 
between  a  frii'ud  and  a  father/ 

"  '  Enough  of  this,'  said  I :  '  proceed.  I  feel 
thai  ihe ^lui  ',  who  lias  already  mined  the  fallier, 
will  not  stop  until  he  has  also  overwhelmed  the 
son  by  his  infernal  niacliinations.' 

" '  You  are  riglit,'  said  he :  *  the  lord  of  the 
manor  has  traduced  your  character  in  the  most 
infamous  manner.  He  has  told  several  glaring 
falsehoods  respecting  your  father  and  yourself; 
but  seemed  more  particularly  anxious  to  turn  my 
father  against  t/oii,  whom  he  has  represented  in 
the  vilest  colours.' 

"  I  felt  as  if  my  heart  were  bursting  with  rage, 
and  exclaimed, — 

"  *  I'll  go  inmiediately  and  tear  him  to  pieces 
— I'll  scatter  Ii is  mangled  carcass  to  the  dogs! 
The  villain  !  the  worse  than  murderer  ! ' 

"  '  Hold,  my  friend  !'  said  he ;  '  calm  your  pas- 
sion, and  do  not  involve  me  in  the  effects  of  your 
fury.  What  I  now  reveal  to  you,  I  have  been 
charged  by  my  ovirn  father  never  to  mention.  But 
friendship  overcame  every  other  consideration — 
I  could  not  be  the  bearer  of  his  cruel  message, 
without  explaining  to  you  the  cause  that  pro- 
duced it.' 

"  '  What  is  the  message? '  said  I,  hastily. 

"  *  Tom,'  said  he,  '  prepare  yourself  to  support 

•  The  squire. 
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it  manfully,  for  I  know  it  will  cut  you   to  the 
£oul/ 

** '  I  understand  you,'  said  I,  with  firmness; 
*  proceed.  I  am  now  callous  to  every  feeling 
but  revenge,  and  revenge  I  will  have  ere  1  die.' 

"  *  GJod  forgive  you,'  said  he,  *  for  that  rash 
expression  :  but  hear  the  8et|uel.' 

"  The  poor  good-hearted  fellow  paused  awhile 
in  agitation,  and  then  continued,  while  the  tears 
started  into  his  eyes,  — 

" '  Ah !  my  friend  Tom,  if  yon  knew  what 
my  dear  sister  suffers,  you  would  be  more  calm.' 

**  •  No  more  of  this,  but  proceed,  I  beseech 
yoo." 

**  *  WeU,  then ;  my  fether  this  morning,  just 
before  he  left  home,  called  me  into  his  room,  and 
«aid, — '  My  friend  and  neighbour  has  given  sucli 
an  account  of  your  friend  Tom  Bryan  and  his 
family,  that  I  can  never  more  consent  to  see  him 
within  my  doors.'  He  then  went  on  to  relate 
man^'  circumstances  concerning  i/ou  particularly, 
*hich  I  knew  to  be  false,  and  I  told  him  so; 
but  he  became  exceedingly  angry,  calling  me  a 
foolish  young  fellow,  led  away  by  the  goodness  of 
my  heart,  and  my  friendly  disposition  ;  that  his 
information  was  correct ;  and  that  he  would  hear 
no  more  of  my  ridiculous  attempts  to  defend  a 
man  who  was  an  infamous  character.  '  Say  you 
are  commissioned  by  your  father  to  inform  him, 
that  he  can  never  again  be  received  within  these 
doors.  Nothing  lliat  he  can  say  or  do  shall 
£  2 
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make  me  alter  this  determination  ;  especially  as, 
by  so  doing,  I  slioulcl  draw  down  upon  myself  the 
enmity  of  the  most  powerful  man  in  the  county, 
wjio  has  proposed  his  nephew,  heir  to  all  his  large 
estates,  to  me  as  a  son-in-law.  Tliis,  however,  is 
not  for  Mr.  Bryan's  ears.  I  tell  it  to  you,  my 
son,  to  convince  you  that  I  have  just  and  potent 
reasons  for  my  conduct' 

"  As  he  concluded,  I  felt  my  head  turn  round, 
a  cold  sweat  poured  from  my  temples,  and  I 
should  have  fallen  to  the  ground  if  he  had  not 
caught  me  in  his  arms.  I  was,  however,  senseless 
for  some  minutes.  When  I  came  to  myself, 
I  found  my  beloved  Helen  and  her  mother  and 
brother  all  fondly  and  anxiously  hanging  over 
me,  and  occupied  in  applying  restoratives. 

"  *  Thank  God  ! '  said   Mrs.  Burnet,  '  he  lives.' 

"  Helen  was  silent,  but  the  pearly  drops 
coursed  each  other  in  streams  down  her  cheeks, 
and  her  countenance  exhibited  a  picture  of  grief 
and  despair  dial  wrung  my  lieart." 

Here  poor  Tom  again  paused ;  a  tear  came 
to  his  relief.  He  wiped  it  away,  and  resumed  his 
story  with  composure. 

"  Oh  !  my  benefactors,"  said  he,  "  that  I  live 
to  relate  this  scene  to  you  !  that  I  should  not 
liave  died  at  the  instant  I  beheld  my  beloved 
Helen  again  !  How  I  could  have  borne  what 
followed,  and  still  live,  God  only  knows:  but 
1  perceive  now  it  was  his  divine  will,  and  I  must 
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praise  and  glorify  Him,  while  I  endeavour  to  bear 
witli  fortitude  whatever  else  may  befall  me. 

"It  was  some  seconds  after  my  recovery  be- 
fore any  of  us  could  utter  a  syllable.  All  were 
(Jeeply  affected,  and  sobbed  aloud,  except  myself; 
wbo,  having  now  got  over  the  first  paroxysm  of 
grief,  b^an  to  collect  my  fortitude,  to  enable  me 
to  support  what  I  saw  was  inevitable, — an  eternal 
apparalion  from  her  I  loved  more  than  life  itself. 

"  At  length  I  broke  silence.  '  ITie  cruel  mes- 
flige  from  your  husband,'  said  I  to  Mrs.  Burnet, 
*  has  been  delivered  to  me.  I  see  the  lord  of  the 
manor  has  influenced  him  so  far,  and  turned  him 
■o  violently  against  me,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  retrieve  my  cliaracter  in  his  opinion.  It 
is  agonising,  but  I  must  submit  to  my  fate,  with 
all  the  fortitude  I  am  master  of,  until  time  and 
opportunity  shall  afford  me  the  means  of  reveng- 
ing the  wrongs  of  my  father,  and  proving  my  own 
innocence.' 

"  I  made  a  motion  to  depart ;  but  Helen  threw 

henelf  upon  my  neck,  and  hung  about  me,  ex- 

ing,  ♦  Oh  I  Tom  !  my  beloved  Tom  !  I  have 

ing  since  given  you  my  heart,  and  promised  you 

hand  I     No   earthly   power   shall   make   me 

ige  my  resolution  ! ' 

She   cried    and    sobbed   violently,   and    at 

gth    swooned    away.     All  our  care  was  now 
turned    towards   her.     However,    she    soon    re- 
covered, and   her  mother    tlien    interfered,  em- 
E  3 
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braced  mc,  and  begged  me,  for  God's  sake,  since 
her  husband  liad  been  so  deceived,  not  to  do  any 
thing  precipitately. 

"  '  Yoii  see,'  said  she,  '  how  Helen  and  all  of 
ns  love  you;  but  we  know  die  violence  of  my 
husband's  temper,  when  he  once  takes  a  disUke 
which  he  imagines  is  founded  in  justice.  Let  the 
matter  rest  as  it  is,  until  we  can  find  means  to 
convince  him  of  his  error.  In  the  mean  time, 
you  and  Helen  must  resign  the  pletisure  of  seeing 
each  other,  nor  would  I  advise  you  lo  correspond ; 
Ibr  if  a  letter  were  to  fall  into  my  husband's 
hands,  it  would  ruin  oiu"  hopes  of  a  reconciliation 
for  ever.  You  see,  my  dear  children,  how  we  are 
situated,  and  the  sooner  you  separate  the  better; 
for  old  Dennis,  the  gardener,  is  ordered  to  watch 
Tom's  conduct,  and  if  you  stsiy  long  here  it  will 
be  reported  to  my  husband,  and  make  him  more 
angry.' 

"  After  hearing  this,  I  rose,  to  experience 
another  heart-rending  scene;  and  at  length, 
almost  sinking  under  the  weiglit  of  grief  and 
despair,  which  took  |>ossession  of  my  heart,  I 
shook  my  IVieml  by  the  hand,  ibr  the  iiist  time, 
and,  bursting  through  the  hall  door,  rushed  out 
into  the  load. 

L"  From  that  moment  I  became  sullen  and  callous 
to  every  thing  about  me,  until  one  day  a  man, 
who  lived  on  a  small  farm  belonging  to  Mr. 
Burnet,  came  to  buy  a  horse  from  my  father. 
After    the   bargain    was    settled,   he  was   invited 
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imo  the  house,  to  lake  some  refreshment.  Tliey 
were  seated  in  my  father's  writing-room,  and  I 
was  ill  the  apartment  adjoining,  where  I  overheard 
all  iheir  conversation.  '  The  horse  I  have  sold 
xou,'  said  my  father,  « is  young  and  well  trained : 
my  son  used  to  ride  him,  and  he  has  taken  the 
brush  with  him  twice  or  thrice.' 

"  '  Oh  ! '  replied  the  farmer,  '  I  am  glad  to 
hear  it;  for  the  squire  likes  me,  and  will  like  me 
better  when  he  sees  me  close  at  his  heels ;  and 
now,  since  Miss  Helen's  marriage,  they  say  the 
old  gentleman  and  his  son-in-law  mean  to  have 
a  hunt  regular!}'  once  a  week.' 

"  *  Miss  Helen  married  ! '  exclaimed  my  father, 
with  astonishment. 

** '  To  be  sure,'  replied  the  farmer  ;  '  she  was 
married,  by  the  Bishop  of  Cork,  last  Sunday,  at 
Cosde  Martyr  church.  I  witnessed  the  ceremony 
with  my  own  eyes.' 

"  I  heard  no  more :  a  black  cloud  seemed  to 
swim  before  ray  sight.  I  threw  myself  back  in 
the  chair,  and  remained  for  several  minutes  in- 
ible  to  every  thing  about  me.  A  sullen 
^determination  of  taking  vengeance  on  our  cruel 
eiiemy  now  rankled  in  my  bosom,  and  the  more 
as  having  received  no  intimation  whatever 
Trom  Helen  that  she  bad  been  forced  to  break 
her  promise.  I  considered  her  as  a  false  one,  who 
exclianged  love  for  gold;  and  became  like  die 
[ferocious  tiger,  that  only  awaited  a  favourable 
moment  to  rush  upon  my  prey.  One  morning, 
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about  four  months  after  Helen's  marriage,  as  I 
was  sitting  tlioughtfuUy  near  a  window  that 
looked  out  upon  tlie  road,  I  saw  a  little  girl  corning 
towards  tlie  house  with  a  letter  in  her  hand. 
When  she  discovered  me  at  the  window,  she  hid 
it  in  lier  bosom.  This  roused  my  curiosity,  and, 
taking  my  hat,  I  walked  forth  to  meet  her.  On 
seeing  me  come  out,  she  accosted  me,  and  enquired 
if  tlie  yohng  squire  Brj'an  was  at  home. 

" '  I  am  he,'  said  I ;  '  what  do  you  want  with 
me?' 

"  '  Here,'  said  she,  '  is  a  letter  ;  but  I  received 
very  strict  orders  not  to  deliver  it  to  any  one  else 
but  young  Mr.  Bryan.'  1  took  it  from  her,  and, 
giving  her  a  small  piece  of  money,  returned  to 
my  place  at  the  window.  On  opening  it,  I  dis- 
covered the  well  known-writing  of  my  beloved 
Helen  ;  but  the  words  were  traced  with  a  trem- 
bling hand,  many  of  them  barely  legible. 

"  It  began  thus  — 

"  *  My  beloved  Tom,  —  By  the  time  you  receive 
this  proof  of  the  truth  of  my  attachment,  I  shall  be 
numbered  with  the  dead.'  I  could  read  no  farther. 
My  sight  became  dim ;  a  noise  like  thunder  rum- 
bled in  my  ears,  and  for  several  minutes  I  was 
unconscious  of  all  around  me.  My  sister,  mIio  now 
entered  the  room,  seeing  the  letter  in  my  hand, 
took  it  from  me,  and  read  it,  whilst  the  tears  flowed 
down  her  cheeks.  •  Alas  !  poor  girl  ! '  she  ex- 
claimed, '  how  have  you  been  sacrificetl ! ' 

*' '  To  whom  ?'  said  I,  starting  up,  and  clench- 
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ing  my  fist  almost  in  a  state  of  madness :  <  show 
me  the  villain,  and  I'll  have  his  heart's  blood? 
who  shall  dare  to  injure  lier  ?  ' 

** '  Calm  yourself,  my  dear  brother  ? '  said  she, 
*  for  tlie  die  is  cast !  Your  poor  unfortunate 
Helen  has  paid  die  debt  of  nature,  and  is  blcsseil 
with  the  angels  above  1 ' 

"'  How  !  *  I  exclaimed,  throwing  myself  in  an 
agony  upon  the  ground.  '  Yes,'  said  she,  '  it  is 
but  too  true.  This  letter  was  v^ritten  only  a  few 
hours  before  her  death.  Last  evening,  the  farm- 
er's daughter  was  here,  and  told  us  all  about  it.' 

"  My  sensations,  for  some  time,  were  inde- 
scribably agonising  ;  until  a  flood  of  tears  came  to 
my  relief.  I  then  made  my  sister  finish  reading 
llie  letter.  It  continued  tlius : — '  Know  that  I 
have  ne\'er  ceased  to  love  thee,  nor  have  I  been 
unfaithfid  to  my  promise.  My  father's  cruelty 
has  killed  me.  He,  who  was  once  so  kind,  so 
good  a  parent,  urged  by  ambitious  motives,  be- 
came an  unfeeling  tyrant.  Oh  !  that  I  have  been 
compelled  to  write  those  horrible  words  against  the 
author  of  my  being !  Forgive  me,  great  Go<l ! 
and  pardon  him  for  having  forced  me,  against 
my  will,  to  repair  to  the  altar  and  go  through 
the  ceremonv  of  a  marriage,  when  mv  vows  were 
already  plighted  to  another,  and  registered  by 
the  most  sjicred  promises  in  heaven.  Though 
reduceil  to  a  state  of  the  utmost  feebleness  and 
misery,  the  uncle  of  the  young  lord  and  my 
father  would  listen  to  no  further  excuses  for 
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delay ;  and  I  was  bonie  to  the  church,  in  a 
situation  that  excited  the  pity  and  execration  of 
all  the  spectators.  Tlie  young  lord  himself  was 
much  affected ;  but  he  dared  not  oppose  his  im- 
perious uncle.  Yes  !  my  beloved  Tom,  he  has  a 
noble  soul  and  a  feeling  heart.  After  tlie  cere- 
mony was  over,  I  fainted  away,  and  was  convej'ed 
back  to  my  father's  in  a  state  of  insensibility. 
When  I  recovered,  I  sent  for  the  young  lord,  and 
then  ordered  every  one  else  to  leave  the  room. 
When  they  were  gone,  he  tlirew  hiniself  on  his 
knees  at  my  feet,  and  said,  — 

" '  Oh  !  adorable  Helen  !  you  are  now  my  wife : 
we  have  been  joined  at  the  holy  altar  in  the  bonds 
of  matrimony ;  but  still,  if  you  have  any  inward 
compunction,  any  feeling  of  disgust  towards  rae, 
let  our  union  be  that  of  friendship.  My  con- 
science, my  honour,  my  respect  —  shall  I  add, 
love? — for  you  forbids  me  to  exercise  the  rights  of 
a  husband,  and  lord  it  over  the  person  of  one  who 
denies  me  licr  heart.  I  shall  defer  the  consum- 
mation of  my  bliss,  until  you  have  seen,  by  my 
tenderness  and  affection,  that  I  am  worthy  of  your 
love.  Deign  only  to  treat  me  with  reciprocal 
candour.' 

" '  I  felt  overpowered  by  tl>e  generosity  of  the 
young  lord,  and  promised  him  my  confidence  and 
friendship  ;   more  I  could  not  give. 

"  '  I  felt,  my  beloved  Tom,  that  I  was  not  long 
for  this  world  of  troubles ;  and  only  wished  to 
gain  time,  until  it  pleased  the  Almighty  God  to 
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call  me  from  them.  •••••*  j  have 
had  a  fainting  fit,  but  have  recovered  sufficiently 
to  finish  this  letter.  My  fidelity  to  thee,  my 
plighted  vows,  remain  pure  and  holy  on  the  regis- 
ter above.  Tliis  is  the  only  chance  I  have  had 
of  writing  to  thee ;  it  was  obtained  by  stratagem, 
for  which  I  pray  God  to  forgive  me.  Accept  the 
fond  and  latest  adieus  of  thy  faithful  and  dying 

Helen.'  " 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

At  the  close  of  this  recital  his  eyes  were  again 
overflowing  with  tears.  Some  heavy  sighs  escaped 
him,  and  it  was  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  at  least, 
before  lie  could  recover  himself  sufficiently  lo 
finish  his  melancholy  narration,  that  made  me 
weep  with  him.  When  our  tears  had  ceased,  and 
lie  Ibiuid  liimself  able  to  go  on,  he  related,  that 
her  funeral  passed  before  tlieir  windows,  and 
caused  another  dreadful  paroxysm  of  grief;  ac- 
companied by  the  most  violent  emotions  of  rage. 

*'  What  succeeded,"  said  he,  "you  have  already  ' 
heard ;  and  now,  I  hope,  having  given  you  my 
confidence,  and  exposed  to  you  the  secret  of  my 
gitilt,  that  has  so  long  corroded  my  heart,  I  shall 
become  more  calm  and  contented." 

My  guardian  consoled  him  by  saying,  "  Your 
conduct,  Tom,  ever  since  the  commission  of  die 
fatal  deed,  lias  been  most  exemplary ;  such  as  to 
conciliate  the  favour  of  God  and  man.  You  must 
now,  then,  exert  your  fortitude  to  banish  thoso 
melancholy  thoughts;  and,  putting  fuU  confidence 
in  the  niercy  and  goodness  of  Divine  Providence, 
labour  to  make  the  rest  of  your  life  not  only 
pure  and  holy,  but  useful  to  your  fellow-creatures. 
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In  ihU  way  you  will  certainly  attain  the  reward 
of  virtue  in  the  world  to  come ;  since  we  arc  told, 
that  '  God  has  more  joy  over  one  sinner  tlial 
repenteth,  than  a  tlioiisand  who  have  never 
erred.'  "  My  poor  friend  Tom  seemed  greatly 
consoled  by  tliis  excellent  advice.  He  now  ap- 
peared to  take  an  interest  in  every  thing  around ; 
and  joined  me  in  endeavouring  to  acquire  the  art 
of  seamanship;  in  which  we  were  greatly  assisted 
by  the  first  mate,  who  was  not  only  verj-  clever  in 
his  profession,  but  extremely  kind,  good-natured, 
and  communicali*'e.  During  the  last  spell  of  fine 
weather  and  fair  winds,  he  liad  frt^uendy  men- 
tioned tlie  necessity  of  setting  up  the  shrouds  and 
back-stays ;  but  the  captain,  who  was  an  ignorant 
man,  and  tenacious  of  his  authority,  conceive<l 
this  advice  a  sort  of  presumption,  and  purposely 
Opposed  liini ;  saying,  "  There's  time  enough  ;  we 
1  have   no  bad  weather ;  tlie  vessel  sails  best 

th  her  standing  rigging  not  too  stiff*." 

"  As  you  please,  sir,"  replied  the  mate ;  "  I  beg, 
however,  you  will  recollect  lliat  1  have  done  my 
duty  by  informing  you  of  its  slackness." 

"  Don't  be  afraid,  sir,"  answered  the  captain. 
Idly ;    "  it  is  I  who  am    responsible  for  those 
matters." 

The  chief    officer    felt    hurt   at    his  haughty 
auner,  and  never  mentioned  the  subject  again  ; 

ough  he  felt  well  convinced  he  was  right. 

We  hatl  made  all  our  distance  to  the  northward 
during  the  continuance  of  the  good  weather,  and 
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began  to  steer  to  southward  and  eastward  ;  when, 
all  of  a  sudden,  the  sky  became  overcast  with 
black  heavy  clouds,  the  wind  blew  fi-esh,  and  the 
sea  rose  high,  obliging  us  to  take  in  sail  im- 
mediately. This  was  about  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  in  the  chief  mate's  watch,  who  handed 
the  mainsail,  hastened  to  take  double  reefs  in  the 
topsails,  and  soon  put  the  vessel  in  a  situation  to 
resist  the  gale,  that  now  blew  with  great  violence. 
It  continued  all  the  day,  during  which  time  the 
mate,  several  times,  expressed  his  anxiety  for 
the  fate  of  Uie  mainmast,  on  account  of  the 
shrouds.  He  did  every  thing  that  prudence 
could  suggest,  at  that  lime ;  and,  when  he  went 
!)elow,  reconmiended  to  the  captain,  whose  watch 
it  was,  to  secure  thent  by  cross  preventer  stays> 
To  this  the  captain  made  no  answer.  About 
midnight  we  were  all  awakened  by  a  tremendous 
crash,  that  caused  the  old  ship  to  tremble  to  her 
lower  futtocks.  I  was  one  of  the  first  upon  deck, 
and,  to  my  great  astonishment,  found  there  was 
scarcely  any  wind-  The  vessel  had  rolietl  away 
her  mainmast ;  that,  breaking  off  about  twelve 
feet  above  the  deck,  went  over  the  starboard 
side  with  such  violence  as  to  tear  out  tlic 
larboard  chain-bolta ;  for  the  rigging  was  new 
and  strong,   but  the  backstays,   which  were  old, 

L snapped  short  oftl  This  terrible  disaster,  of 
which  the  captain  had  been  warned,  alarmed  him 
to  that  he  lost  all  his  presence  of  mind,  and  stood 
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like  one  petrified,  gaping  at  the  awful  scene, 
without  knowing  what  to  do,  or  how  to  collect  him- 
self sufficiently  to  command  his  crew.  The  chief 
officer,  who  sprung  upon  deck  the  moment  he 
heard  the  noise,  ordered  all  hands  to  be  pipe<l,  and, 
with  a  firm  and  sonorous  voice,  commanded  the  men 
to  cut  all  away  and  clear  the  wreck  of  the  mast  as 
quickly  as  possible.  At  tliat  instant  a  man  reported 
that  it  beat  violently  against  the  rudder,  which  it 
might  split  if  allowe<l  to  remain  long  in  the  same 
position,  and  endanger  the  loss  of  the  ship.  The 
captain,  who  by  this  time  began  to  recover  a  little 

I  from  iiis  fright,  cried  out, — 
I  "  Don't  cut  away  yet,  men  !  let  us  try  and 
■Bve  the  sails ;  they  will  be  a  hea\'y  loss." 
f  However  the  officers  and  men  pretended  not 
|k>  hear  him ;  and  in  a  few  minutes,  to  our  great 
joy,  the  mast,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  was  seen 
floating  away.  Nothing  but  this  decided  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  saved  the  rudder, 
which,  on  examination,  was  found  to  be  already 
much  injured.  The  captain  now  muttered  some- 
thing about  disobedience  of  orders  in  not  endea- 
vouring to  save  tlie  sails  and  yards.  But  the 
chief  officer  answered  by  saying  he  had  done  his 
duty,  and  was  so  wi-ll  satisfied  that  the  safety  of 
the  ship  depended  upon  cutting  away  the  larboard 
shrouds  and  rigging,  to  get  rid  of  the  mast,  that 
he  was  not  afraid  of  answering  to  any  charges  or 
accusations  which  the  captain  might  think  proper 
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to  prefer  against  him,  even  in  a  court-martial,  and 
they  should  then,  perhaps,  be  able  to  say  by 
whose  neglect  the  niaiimiast  went  by  the  board. 

To  these  observations  the  captain,  who  knew 
from  his  heart  he  was  himself  in  fanlt,  made  no 
reply.  After  the  wreck  was  cleared,  the  chief 
officer  again  showed  his  activity  and  experience 
in  the  expeditious  manner  in  which  he  prepared 
and  set  up  a  jury-mast,  made  from  a  spare 
spar  we  had  on  board,  and  that,  fortunately,  was 
exactly  of  the  dimensions  required.  Although, 
for  the  first  piirt,  the  sea  contiinied  high,  and  tiie 
ship  rolled  and  pitched  lieavily,  the  sailors  con- 
quered every  difficulty.  In  thirty-six  hours  after 
the  accident,  ihe  jury-mast  was  an  end,  and  on  tlie 
following  morning  the  yards  rigged  across,  and 
the  sails  set  to  a  fine  fair  wind  that  had  just  com- 
menced. My  guardian  was  nmch  displeased  with 
the  captain's  conduct,  and  more  so  with  his  pre- 
sumption, seeing  how  inferior  he  was  in  knowledge 
and  experience  to  tl)c  .young  officer  whose  advice 
he  disdained ;  thus  endangering,  by  his  obstinacy 
and  pride,  the  safety  of  the  ship  and  the  lives  of 
all  those  who  were  in  her.  "  But,  my  son,"  added 
he,  "  some  men  imagine,  the  moment  they  know 
how  to  take  the  distance  of  the  sun  and  stars,  and 
calculate  the  longitude,  that  they  are  accomplished 
seamen;  never  reflecting  on  the  experience  ne- 
cessary in  what  is  called  working  a  ship,  and  to 
judge  correctly  of  the  weather — when  to  set,  and 
when  to  take  in  sail,  exactly  at  the  proper  time; 
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'to  manage  in  difficult  situations,  when  taken 
suddenly  aback  on  a  lee  shore,  beating  to  wind- 
ward, broaching  to,  getting  into  the  trough  of 
the  sea,  scudding,  lying  to,  &c.  &c. ;  and  where 
a  mere  theoretical  navigator,  if  once  ptizzled, 
knows  not  how  to  extricate  himself.  I,  therefore, 
advise  you,  in  your  voyages,  whilst  you  are  young, 
to  make  yourself  acquainted,  as  soon  as  possible, 
witli  practical  seamanship  :  how  to  hand,  reef,  and 
steer;  to  learn  the  namesof  all  the  ropes,  their  posi- 
tions, and,  in  fact,  all  the  intricate  routine  of  a  sea- 
man's duty.  When  you  know  this  well,  then  your 
acquisition  of  astronomy,  mathematics,  and  arith- 
metic will  soon  enableyou  to  acquire  the  theory  of  na- 
vigation, and  apply  it  to  your  practical  knowledge." 
This  lesson  had  its  effect  upon  me.  I  went  to 
work  witli  a  will,  as  the  sailors  say;  and  so  keen 
was  I  in  the  pursuit,  and  so  well  instructed  by  the 
first  officer,  who  was  very  fond  of  me,  that,  by  the 
time  we  arrived  on  the  coast  of  America,  I  was  a 
tolerabl}'  good  seaman.  I  went  aloft,  could  hand, 
reef,  and  steer ;  knew  where  to  find  the  halyards, 
bowlines,  clewgarnets,  buntlings,  and  clewlines 
in  the  darkest  nigiit ;  and  at  length  ventured  to 
lay  out  upon  the  yard-arm  and  haul  home  the 
weatlier  earring ;  then  I  could  make  spun  yarn, 
and  sinnet;  point,  raise  a  mouse,  and  splice; 
sheepshank  the  runner  of  a  tackle,  or  a  stranded 
backstay;  weave  points  and  gaskets,  make  net- 
tings, and,  in  short,  had  taken  a  turn  at  all  sorts 
of  ship's  work,  even  to  the  slushing  down  of  the 
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masts  and  scrubbing  the  decks.  By  perform- 
ing all  lliese  things  myself,  I  knew  that,  if  ever  1 
should  cotniiiatid  a  vessel,  I  could  judge  whether 
my  crew  |ierformed  tlieir  duly  well  or  ill. 

Although  our  passage,  upon  the  whole,  was 
far  from  being  a  bad  one,  as  we  had  a  large  pro- 
portion of  fiivom-able  winds,  tlie  loss  of  our  main- 
mast, even  to  our  dull  ship,  made  a  very  sensible 
difference  in  her  sailing,  and  caused  a  retard  of  at 
least  eight  days.  The  forty-second  day  from 
quitting  Cape  Clear,  the  southernmost  promontory 
of  Ireland,  we  made  the  coast  of  America  about 
the  high  lands  of  the  Neversinks,  not  far  from  the 
port  of  New  York,  the  place  of  our  destination  j 
but  the  wind  proving  light  and  baffling,  kept  as 
two  days  more  ere  vvc  could  get  safe  moored 
alongside  of  the  quay,  or  wharf,  as  it  is  called  in 
that  country. 

A  pilot  came  alongside  of  iis  while  we  were 
yet  many  miles  from  the  coast,  in  a  vessel  of  die 
country,  a  sort  of  schooner,  of  about  60  to  70 
tons  burlhen,  sailing  remarkably  fast,  and  built 
to  weather  the  severest  gales.  The  pilot  imme- 
diately took  charge  of  the  sliip,  and  showed  us,  by 
his  activity  and  liis  orders,  that  he  was  a  perfect 
master  of  his  profession.  We  sailed  along  an 
inlet  from  the  sea,  surrounded  by  highlands,  all 
of  them  well  fortified,  called  the  Narrows,  that 
leads  from  the  bay  to  the  port.  The  season  of  our 
arrival  was  the  month  of  May,  vvlieii  nature  is  in 
her  best  attire.     A  lively  verdure  brightened  tlie 
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surrounding  shores,  where  tlie  flowers  were  alJ 
in  bloom,  as  well  as  a  number  of  the  trees,  and  their 
fragrance,  wafte<i  to  us  on  tlie  cooling  breezes, 
filled  our  senses  with  delight.  The  position  of 
New  York  is  highly  attractive,  and  extremely 
advantageous,  being  placed  at  only  about  20  or  SO 
miles  from  the  sea,  and  llie  jwrt  is  easy  of  access 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  wliiUt  the  other  harbours 
of  America  are  obstructed  with  ice,  or  difficult  to 
enter  when  certain  winds  prevail.  The  city  is 
^-built  on  a  peninsula  formed  by  an  arm  of  the 
Hhea,  called  the  Sound,  and  the  gieat  river  Hudson, 
having  water  communications  with  the  interior  of 
the  province  of  the  same  name,  a  rich  and  fertile 
country,  independent  of  a  large  coasting  trade ; 
and  it  may  be  said  to  be  the  emporium  of  the 
foreign  commerce  of  America.  The  houses  are 
built  of  brick,  and,  having  been  originally  erected 
ty  einigrants  from  Holland,  it  has  the  appearance 
of  a  city  of  the  old  continent.  As  we  wished  to 
directly  on  our  journey  to  the  province  of 
'ennsylvania,  where  my  guardian  meant  I  should 
ide  a  few  years  at  the  University  of  Philadel- 
ia,  to  perfect  myself  in  mathematics  and  some  of 
the  higher  branches  of  education,  I  communica- 
ted our  intention  to  my  friend  Tom,  requesting 
im  to  follow  his  own  inclination,  either  to 
com|>any  us,  or  to  remain  in  New  York.  I 
added,  that,  wherever  he  should  take  up  his  abode, 
it  would  be  my  guardian's  care  to  keep  liim 
applied  with  money  for  his  expenses.  "  This,"  said 
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Ij  "  he  does  not  consider  as  a  charge ;  on  the  con- 
trary :  but,  as  we  are  in  a  country  where  evenr 
one  appears  to  be  busy  about  something  or 
other,  he  recommends  you  to  choose  a  profes- 
sion and  to  pursue  it.  It  will  amuse  you  at  least, 
and  at  leiif^th,  jxrhaps,  become  profitable,  whUsi 
it  will  recommeiul  you  to  your  adopted  country- 
men,  who  seem  all  men  of  industrious  habits  and 
money- maki tig  disposi lions." 

He  made  a  thousand  acknowledgments  for 
the  kindness  and  benefits  he  had  received  at 
our  hands,  and  said  he  found  my  guardian's 
advice  excellent,  besides  that  it  exactly  corw 
responded  with  the  plans  he  had  laid  down  for 
himself. 

"  My  father,"  continued  he,  "  when  I  was  A 
lad,  made  me  study  the  laws  of  Great  Britain; 
and,  had  he  not  been  reduced  in  his  resources,  I 
should  have  been  sent  to  London  to  complete  my 
studies  :  but  his  misfortunes  prevented  him  from 
executing  his  design.  The  jurisprudence  of  tliii 
country  has  beeii  almost  literally  copied  from 
ours ;  and,  on  enquiry,  I  have  found,  that,  with  a 
couple  of  years'  close  study,  I  can  prepare  myself 
Bufilcieuily  to  be  admitted  a  pleader  at  the  bar. 
In  the  meantime,  as  I  have  no  means  of  subsist- 
ence, I  unist  still  have  recourse  to  your  bounty; 
and  if  your  good  and  respectable  guardian  will 
permit  me  to  remain  here,  I  should  prefer  it, 
although  1  feel  distressed  to  be  separated  from  two 
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persons    who    have   overwhelmed  me  with    their 
■goodness  and  generosity.' 

"  But,"  said  I,  "  if  it  grieves  you  to  part,  why 
not  accompany  us  ?" 

•*  At  present,"  said  he,  "  through  the  goodness  of 
God,  and  the  friendly —  I  ought  to  say,  fatherly — 
care  of  your  guardian  and  yourself,  I  have  con- 
quered ray  despondency  ;  my  mind  feels  at  ease ; 
I  my  conscience  no  longer  tortured  by  the  excruci- 
ating reflections  which  formerly  tormented  me 
without  cessation.  I  am,  therefore,  anxious  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  opening  those  wounds 
afresh  which  the  balm  of  friendship  and  charity 
have  so  happily  cicatrised.  Farther  south,  I  have 
been  told  by  a  countryman  of  ours,  who  has  lived 
tome  years  in  America,  and  travelled  through 
several  provinces,  there  are  a  great  many  emi- 
grants from  my  country.  I  am  therefore  fearful, 
as  I  am  very  well  known  at  home,  that  some  of 
these  lads  may  recognize  me;  and  to  be  discovered 
and  questioned  as  to  the  cause  of  my  coming  here 
would,  I  am  verj'  sure,  have  the  effect  to  harrow 
up  my  soul,  and  torture  me  again  beyond  my 
feeble  power  of  resistance-  Your  guardian  then 
will,  I  am  satisfied,  agree  with  ine  in  tliinking  I  had 
bettor  not  expose  myself  to  this  trial." 

I  was  really  sorry  to  part  with  him,  but  I 
also  felt  rejoiced  tliat  he  had  made  his  own  choice, 
and  that  we  could  now  provide  for  him  without 
making    him    feel    his    obligations   too   heavily. 
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Indeed  we  laboured,  from  tlie  first,  to  be  as 
delicate  as  possible  on  tliis  subject,  and  had  tlie 
satisfaction  to  perceive  our  friend  Tom  knew  how 
to  appreciate  our  motives.  All  these  matten 
being  settled  to  his  satisfaction,  we  put  him  in  the 
way  of  prosecuting  his  design  without  the  fear  of 
interruption,  and  then,  packing  up  our  baggage, 
took  our  scats  in  the  stage  coach,  and  bade  adieu 
to  our  friend  Tom  and  the  hospitable  inhabitants 
of  New  "V'ofk. 

After  proceeding  a  few  miles,  we  came  to  a 
ferry,  which  we  crossed  to  a  place  called  Powlb 
Hook,  and  we  were  then  in  another  province, 
named  New  Jersey;  a  country,  one  half  of  which 
consists  of  a  flat,  sandy  soil,  covered  with  pine 
forests,  or  swamps  and  marshes,  and  stretching  for 
many  miles  along  the  sea  coast ;  whilst  the  other 
lialf  is  mountainous,  hitersected  with  rivers,  and 
extremely  fertile.  Many  of  the  hills  are  composed 
of  a  sort  of  soft  red  and  black  slate,  that 
crumbles  between  tlie  fingers,  but  which,  wlien 
cultivated,  bears  uncommonly  fine  wheat.  The 
red  is  most  esteemed.  We  also  remarked  some 
fields  where  the  ground  seemed  almost  hid  by 
the  quantity  of  small  flat  stones  which  lay  upon 
it,  yet  we  were  told  that  it  produced  fine  crops  of 
grain,  and  particularly  in  dn,'  seasons,  when  other 
parts,  less  stony,  wei'e  parched  and  injured  by  the 
drought.  Agriculture  appeared  to  be  much  more 
carelessly  pursued  than  in  Ireland,  owing,  no 
doubt,  to  the  richness  of  the  soil  and  ihc  dearuess 
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of  labour  in  a  new  country.  However,  in  most 
parts  we  saw  no  want  of  industry,  Tlie  great 
&ult  was,  that  the  farmers  undertook  more  than 
the  numerical  strength  of  tlieir  families  and  de- 
pendants was  able  to  manage  well,  and,  conse- 
quently the  whole  had  the  appearance  of  a 
negligent  cultivation. 

The  morning  after  we  left  New  York,  as  my 
guardian  and  myself  were  remarking  a  decent- 
looking  farm-house,  about  two  hundred  yards  off 
the  road,  and  expressing  a  wsh  that  we  had  time 
to  take  a  peep  at  the  economy  of  the  interior, 
suddenly  one  of  the  fore  wheels  of  the  stage 
h  broke  down  with  a  terrible  crash,  and 
est  threw  us  out  into  the  road.  Fortunately 
the  driver  was  strong  and  active,  and  contrived  to 
check  his  horses  immediatel}-,  so  that  we  escaped 
with  no  other  harm  than  a  severe  fright.  'Vhe 
driver  now  told  us  he  must  return  back  two  miles, 
to  a  blacksmith's  shop,  to  get  the  stage  coach 
repaired  ;  '  where,  gentlemen,'  said  he,  '  any  of 
you  who  wish  to  breakfast  may  stop  to  eat,  or  else 
remain  in  the  road  until  I  get  the  coach  mended, 
and  return  to  you.'  Most  of  the  passengers 
returned  with  the  coach ;  but  we  said  we  should 
repair  to  tJie  farm-house,  then  in  sight,  and  would 
lake  care  to'watch  his  return.  Accordingly,  we 
lost  no  time  in  making  our  way  across  the 
fields,  following  paths  through  grain  and  luxu- 
riant clover,  and  at  length  through  an  orchard 
well  stocked  with  apples,  pears,  and  peaches.     We 
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tlien  came  into  a  littlp  by-road  that  brought  as 
up  to  the  door  of  the  dwelling.  On  looking  m 
we  saw  some  women  bustling  about,  apparentlj 
very  busy  in  preparing  breakfast;  so  much  so, 
that  we  went  uito  the  room  and  stood  for  some 
seconds  before  they  noticed  us.  Suddenly,  the 
younger  of  the  party,  who  we  discovered  was  the 
mistress,  exclaimed  — 

"  By  jifgOj  Barbara,  but  here's  two 
strangers ! " 

Then,  turning  to  us,  she  said,  —  "  Wbat  minr 
you  chance  to  want,  good  people  ?  Tliis  is  no 
tavern — we  don't  accommodate  travellers." 

«  n  We  know  that,  good  woman,"  replied  mv 
guardian  ;  "  but  the  stage  coach  broke  down  here, 
and  whilst  the  driver  is  gone  two  miles  back  to  get 
it  repaired,  we  thought  you  would  not  refuse  us  a 
breakfast :  we  will  pay  for  the  same,  and  thank  you 
for  your  kindness  besides." 

She  smiled,  and  replied,  that  her  husband 
would  soon  be  home,  as  they  were  just  going  to 
blow  the  cojtck  *  for  breakfast,  and  if  lie  consented 
she  would  have  no  objection.  Another  woman 
put  lier  head  out  of  the  back  door,  and  called 
aloud,  — 

"Bill!  Bill!  blow  the  conch!  It's  eight 
o'clock,  and  the  breakfast  is  ready." 

•  A  large  shell,  found  on  the  southern  coasts  of  Ame- 
rica and  of  the  Antilles.  When  pcrforutcd,  it  produces  • 
gound  like  that  uf  u  huntsman's  horn,  only  louder  and  more 
sonorous. 
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A  lad  of  about  fourteen,  who  looked  wildly  at 
lis  as  be  passed  by,  bolted  into  the  room,  took 
down  the  conch  from  a  shelf  over  the  fire-place, 
and  going  outside  the  door,  gave  three  or  four 
blasts  so  loud,  that  they  could  not  fail  to  be  heard 
ft>r  three  miles  round.  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
miier,  wc  saw  the  man  of  the  house  and  five  otlier 
sturdy  pieasants  coming  slowly  home.  The  women 
were  busy  baking  what  are  called  buck-wheat 
cakes,  of  which  they  had  prepared  a  good  pile; 
and  on  the  breakfast  table  we  saw  a  large  pan  of 
milk,  a  piece  of  cold  salt  pork,  and  a  loaf  of  rye- 
bread.  To  these  were  added  a  plate  of  honey  in 
the  comb;  and,  thought  I,  if  this  be  the  usual 
breakfast  of  the  peasants  of  America,  I  don't 
wonder  that  my  poor  starving  countrymen  should 
emigrate  in  such  numbers  to  this  fertile  and  plen- 
tiful country. 

When  the  table  was  ready,  "  You  see,"  said  the 
woman,  "  our  fare  is  simple ;  though,  thank  God 
we  always  give  our  workmen  plenty  to  cat  an 
drink." 

Whilst  we  were  talking,  the  husband  entere 
with  the  labourers;  his  wife   spoke  to  him  aside; 
after  which,  addressing  himself  to  us,  he  said,  in  a 
rough  tone, — 

"  Why,  look  ye,  masters,  we  don't  keep  tavern ; 
but  since  you've  met  with  an  accident,  if  you  like 
our  fare,  you're  welcome  to  eat  with  us." 

Wethanked  himand  tookour  places  with  himand 
his  labourers,  who  were  seated  on  two  benches  which 
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were  placed  on  either  side  of  a  long  narrow  table. 
In  the  centre  was  a  large  pile  of  buck-wheat  cakes, 
and  a  pan  of  skimmed  milk,  from  which  every  one 
helped  himself,  whilst  the  man  of  the  house  cut  a 
large  slice  of  salt  pork,  that  was  very  fat,  for  each 
sf  the  men,  and  would  have  done  the  same  for  us, 
but  we  refused,  saying,  we  never  eat  meal  for 
breakfast,  and  should  be  perfectly  well  satisfied 
with  his  milk,  honey,  and  buck-wheat  cakes.  M 

"Oh  !"  said  he,  "it's  easy  to  see,  that  you're 
not  working  people,  or  you  would  be  glad  to  take 
a  good  slice  of  salt  pork.  Wife,  put  the  honey 
nearer  to  them  ?  It  is  last  year's  honey,  but  it  is 
good  notwithstanding."  We  thanked  him  again, 
praised  his  fare  highly,  and  I  certainly  never  eat 
a  heartier  breakfast;  for  the  buck- wheat  cakes* 
were  made  secundum  artem;  and  it  being  the  first 
time  of  my  life  that  I  had  tasted  them,  I  was  (o 
much  pleased,  that  I  eat  more  than  I  should  have 
done  of  any  other  food.  As  we  were  all  well  stimuU- 
ted  with  hunger,  of  course  the  breakfast  was  not  of 
long  duration,  and  no  sooner  was  it  finished,  thui 
the  host  was  preparing  to  return  to  the  field  again. 
My  guardian  hastened  to  thank  him  for  his  hospi- 
I  tality,  and  put  a  piece  of  money  into  his  hand,  the 
value  of  about  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  which  he 
took  with  a  nod  of  consent,  and  an  indifference, 
I  that  I  confess  hurt  my  feelings ;  for  he  should  ■ 
I    cither  liave  refused  payment  altogether,  or  have  re- 
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eeiTed  it  with  decent  civility.  As  we  left  the  houses 
aaid  I>  "  This  fellow  lives  well,  but  he  is  an  unman- 
nerly boor,  and  took  your  liberal  payment  with 
a  cold  disdain  that  was  quite  insulting." 
My  guardian  smiled,  and  replied, — 
"  Such  is  the  custom  of  the  vulgar  people  of  this 
oountry,  who  know  no  better,  and  conceive  their 
independence  invaded,  and  their  liberty  attacked, 
should  they  stoop  to  the  smallest  act  of  politeness, 
because,  forsooth,  they  are  republicans;  but  they 
are  ignorant  of  the  real  meaning  of  the  term,  and 
still  more  so  of  the  right  application  of  it  to  their 
political  and  moral  existence.  Now,"  continued 
he,  "you  liave  seen  the  house  of  one  of  the  little 
isnnen  of  this  country,  who  works  in  the  field  with 
his  labourers,  and  eats  and  drinks  as  they  do  ;  but 
the  more  wealthy  cultivators  live  much  better. 
They  only  superintend  the  business,  having  an 
rerseer  or  head  man,  who  lives  with  them,  on 
snual  wages,  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  lead  the 
hired  labourers  to  their  daily  work,  and  take  care 
ax  lliev  perform  their  tasks  faithfully;  nor  are 
tiey  satisfied  by  being  merely  directed  in  what 
liev  are  to  do,  he  must  be  stout  and  active  enough 
to  show  the  way  and  the  example,  else  he  will  not 
l^ease  them,  nor  will  he  be  able  to  obtain  from 
(bem  all  that  they  are  capable  of  performing." 

*•  How  superior,"  said  1,  "  is  this  man's  lot  to 
die  peasant's  of  the  same  class  in  my  unfortunate 
country  1  who,  with  not  half  his  means,  pays  from 
r  2 
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three  to  four  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  and 
may  be  said  to  live  with  his  cows  and  horses." 

"  Rpcolleet,"  said  my  guardian,   "  that  this  b 
quite  a  new  country,  a  virgin  soil,  rich,  luxuriant, 
and,   as  yet,    but   thinly   inhabited  ;    whikt  tbe 
government,  the  climate,  the  laws,  customs,  &c.  aD 
tend  to  promote  the  efforts  of  industry  at  the  ex- 
pense of  every  sentiment,  feeling,  and  distinction, 
which   divide   the  poor  from   the   rich    in    other 
countries.    The   climate  of  your  native  island  ii 
good,  the  soil  fertile,  the  people  excellent  in  their 
habits  and   dispositions;  but  oppressive  taxes,  in- 
tolerance, tithes,  continual  absence  of  the  landed 
proprietors,  a  scarcity  of  money,  and  a  superabun- 
dance of  population,  together  with  subleasing  and 
agency,  all  combine  to  paralise  the  industry  and 
the  efforts  of  the  people  of  Ireland.     Indeed,  in 
richer,  less  peopled,  and  more  plentiful  countries^ 
wherever  the  proprietor  neglects  his  property  or 
rarely  visits  it,  and  leaves  the  entire  management 
to  others,  his  revenues  diminish,  his  peasants  be- 
come dissatisfied,  and  the  same  complaints  will  be 
found  to  exist  among  them.     The  price  of  labour 
in  America  is  so  high,  that  the  proprietor  of  land, 
unless  he  lives  as  the  man  with  whom  we  have 
breakfasted,  rarely  obtains  five  per  cent  interest  for 
his  capital.    If  then  he  hapjjens  to  be  above  eating, 
drinking,  and  working  with  his  labourers,  he  must 
have  some  other  fixed  income  to   spend,  or  he 
would  soon  find  himself  on  the  list  of  bankrupts. 
Tlie  cost  of  tilling  the  ground  is  disproporlioned  to 
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erciso  of  your  patience.     In  truth,   they  are  oot 
•worth  the  resentment  of  a  rational  man." 

We  had  now  gainetl  the  high  road  again,  and  in 
about  a  quarter  of  an  liour  were  overtaken  by  the 
stage  coach,  in  which  we  resumed  our  seats.  A 
couple  of  hours  more  brought  ns  to  a  town,  where 
we  dined,  and  immediately  after  dinner  travelled 
on  again,  nntil  ten  o'clock  at  night,  when  we 
stopped  at  a  tavern  to  sup  and  sleep.  Here  with 
much  difficulty  we  prevailed  upon  the  landlord, 
after  promising  him  double  pay,  to  give  us  two 
beds,  for  my  guardian  and  myself,  but  a  separate 
room  was  out  of  the  question.  We  were  obliged 
to  try  to  sleep  in  the  same  apartment  with  twelve 
other  travellers,  two  in  a  bed,  all  of  whom  were 
such  accomplished  snorers,  that  if  I  had  not  been 
extremely  fatigued,  I  should  not  have  got  a  wink 
of  sleep  the  whole  night.  At  first  I  was  much 
amused  by  the  variety  of  tones  in  snoring:  some 
of  them  might  have  been  properly  called  snorters. 
This  swinish  concert  at  length  became  so  inter- 
mixed and  discordant,  that  it  produced  a  sort  of 
stunning  hum,  which  confounded  my  senses,  and 
with  a  leaden  impulse  weighed  my  eyelids  down, 
and  made  me  join  the  inharmonious  chorus  of  thote 
legitimate  sons  of  Morpheus. 

The  morning  was  delightful,  and  after  a  couple 
of  hours*  ride,  we  arrived  at  a  town  named  Trenton, 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  Jersey.  The  situa- 
tion is  beantifully  romantic,  near  the  cataracts  of 
the  great  river  Delaware,  about  thirty  miles  from 
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Philadelphia.     This   river  is  the  boundary   line 
between  the  province  of  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
fisr  a  considerable  distance,  and  is  navigable  for 
vessels  of  two  and  three  hiuidred  tons  burthen, 
within  a  few  miles  of  Trenton.     It  abounds  widi 
fine  fish  of  various  sorts,  but  the  sturgeon   parti- 
cularly is  caught  in  great  abundance  at  the  cata- 
racts, during  the  fishing  season.     From  a  window 
oppo&ite  to  them  we  had  a  fine  commanding  view 
of  thoae  beautiful  falls,  with  the  rich  and  improved 
banks  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  as  we  sat  at 
breaklast,  and  which  added   gready  to  tiie  zest 
of  some  good  coffee,  cream,  and  buck-wheat  cakes, 
with  a  piece  of  broiled  fish,  that  composed  our  re- 
past.    After  breakfast  we  crossed  tlic  river,  and 
continued  our  journey  in  the  province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  where  our 
eyes  were  regaled  with  rich  fields  of  rye,  wheat, 
barley,  and  clover,  in  full  luxuriance,  waving  to 
the  breeze,  and  heaving  in  swells  like  the  bosom  of 
the  ocean.     Occasionally  we  saw  large  forests  of 
tall  oaks,  hiccory,  maple,  beech,  elms,  limes,  and 
chestnuts.    Then  again,  fine  views  of  the  river  and 
country  seats,  and  farm-houses,  with  large  orchards 
of  apples,  pears,  peaches,    plums,   and  cherries. 
The  latter  were  just  then  ripe,  and  in  the  utmost 
profusion.     In  a  short  ride  of  ten  miles,  to  get  to 
Bristol,  I  confess  I  never  had  my  eyes  more  charm- 
ed  than   with   the  romantic    sites  and  luxurious 
productions  of  nature  which  there  presented  them- 
selves.    As  we  had  no  particular  reasons  for  hur- 
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tying  away  from  Bristol,  which  is  only  twenty  mila 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  hearing  the 
host  say  that  there  was  to  be  an  election  held 
there  the  next  day,  I  prevailed  upon  my  guardian 
to  stop  until  it  was  over.  The  tavern  was  situated 
upon  a  higli  bank  of  the  river,  and  from  a  balconj 
that  commanded  it  we  had  a  superb  view  of  the 
stream  for  many  miles  up  and  down,  and  of  the 
town  of  Burlington  on  the  opposite  bank,  where 
two  large  brigs,  some  schooners,  sloops,  and  smaller 
craft,  lay  at  anchor.  Various  sorts  of  small  barks 
and  ferry-boats  were  seen  plying  on  the  surface, 
and  presenting  altogether  a  scene  of  industry  and 
activity  extremely  interesting.  At  this  place  the 
river  Delaware  is  near  two  miles  in  breadth,  and 
a  little  higher  than  the  town  there  is  a  large  island 
in  ilie  centre  of  it,  part  of  which  appeared  cul- 
tivated, and  well  covei'ed  with  trees  of  a  fine 
growtli,  amongst  which  the  tulip  poplar  spread  its 
lofty  branches  above  the  rest,  and  rendered  the 
scene  truly  picturesque.  Observing  our  landlord 
bustling  about,  and  apparently  very  anxiously 
engaged  in  getting  every  thing  ready  for  the  elec- 
tion which  was  to  commence  on  the  morrow,  and 
that  prodigious  loads  of  provisions  of  all  sorts 
were  carried  towards  the  kitchen,  we  stopped  him, 
to  inquire  who  were  to  be  the  consumers  of  such 
quantities  of  food  in  two  days. 

"  Oh  ! "  said  he  smiling,  "  you  will  sec  to-morrow 
what  a  concourse  of  people  there  will  be  here,  to 
vote  for    the  members   of  the   state  legislature. 
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However,  between  you  «nd  I,"  added  he,  "  it's  hO 
the  same  to  me,  for  you  must  know  one  of  the  can- 
didates for  whom  I'm  to  vote  m^-self^  has  hired  my 
bouse  for  the  reception  of  his  particular  friends* 
and  I  shall  not  sarve  a  glass  of  gn^  to  any  one 
who  don't  vote  for  him.  Besides,  he  has  ordered 
me  to  furnish  to  the  value  of  five  hundred  dollars'  * 
worth  of  liquors  to  his  friends  at  his  expense. 
There's  many  a  poor  fellow,  you  know,  tliat  would 
like  to  drink  a  glass  of  grog  and  can't  pay  for  it, 
and  he  ought  not  to  leave  his  work  and  come  here 
and  vote  for  nothing.  I'll  tell  you  a  secret  too; 
our  adversaries  do  tlie  same,  to  entice  voters;  so 
its  no  more  than  tit  for  tat.  But  my  friend  is  rich, 
and  a  man  of  influence  in  this  county,  which 
alone  brings  me  gootl  custom,  for  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  these  here  countrj'  blades  are  darned  tight 
fellows!  they'll  drink  grog  with  both  candidates, 
and  if  you  don't  look  sharp  after  them,  they'll  get 
drunk  and  forget  for  whom  they  are  to  vole. 
Others,  after  taking  the  first  glass,  will  cry  out, 
♦  Dam  my  old  stockings  if  tliis  does'nt  smell  of 
home-made'  (alluding  to  the  smell  of  the  rum) ; 
if  come,  let's  go  yonder;  there  we  shall  get  some 
of  the  real  stuff  1 '  So  yoii  see,  we  can't  always 
count  upon  these  here  cunning  buckskins." 

"  As  strangers,"  said  I,  "  I  hope  we  shall  not  be 
considered  intruders  if  we  remain  to  witness  your 
election?" 


*  About  100/.  sterliag. 
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"  Oh  no,"  replied  he,  smiling,  "  only  yon  most 
look  out  for  yourselves,  and  take  a  bite  as  yoa  can; 
for  all  my  folks  will  be  over  head  and  ears,  and 
there  will  be  sach  a  hnrly  burly  all  day,  I'll  be 
darn'd  if  I  don't  think  you'll  find  yourselves  in  a 
bit  of  a  fluster." 

"  Never  mind,"  said  my  guardian,  "  we  can 
provide  for  ourselves,  and  we  shall  not  interfere 
with  any  one  j  all  we  want  is  to  satisfy  our  curio- 
»ity." 

"  No  !  no  !"  answered  the  host,  "  I  don't  meu 
that  either  1  We  shall  provide  for  you,  never  fear: 
there  will  be  plenty  to  eat  and  drink,  do  you 
mind  me?  only  you  must  not  expect  a  separate 
room  and  separate  attendance." 

Just  as  he  said  this,  up  stepped  his  daughter, 
a  pert  girl  of  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  with  ■ 
▼ery  pretty,  but  an  impudent  face,  and  said, — 

"  Lord,  father !  what  a  fuss  you  make  about 
nothing,  as  if  these  here  gentlemen  from  the  old 
countries  never  see'd  an  election  !  —  Why  1  I'll 
take  care  of  them  myself"  Then  turning  to  mc, 
said  she,  "  Sir,  you've  only  to  ask  me  for  what 
you  may  want,  for  father  to-morrow  will  be  all 
mops  and  brooms  with  his  voters,  and  not  know 
a  glass  of  grog  from  a  mint  julep.*" 

"  Why,  Peg,  you  saucy  jade,"  cried  the  father, 
«•  did  you  ever  see  me  drunk?" 


Fresh  mint  pounded  and  the  juice  mixed  with  rum  and 
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**  Ncs  father,"  said  slie,  winking  her  eye,  "  but 
I  've  seen  you  boozey  and  foggy  enouglt." 

"  Well,  you're asaucy  minx,"  replied  the fadier; 
•'  I  shall  never  get  any  good  of  you,  you're  such 
a  queer  jade,  so  take  your  own  way.  Now 
misters,"  continued  he,  addressing  us,  "  Peg  will 
take  care  of  you,  for  she  likes  to  be  dangling 
■bout  the  men." 

"  Not  more  than  you  do  about  the  women, 
Cither,"  answered  the  precious  damsel  with  a  sly 
glance  of  her  eye ;  "  but  I  likes  these  old-country 
folks;  they're  a  tliousand  times  nicer  men  than 

OUTS. 

"  And  we  shall  be  very  happy,  madam,"  said  I, 
"  to  be  under  such  a  pretty  protectress." 

This  compliment  drew  another  arcli  smile  upon 
me,  as  she  answered,  '*  Thank  you,  mister;  but 
come,  now  let  me  show  you  where  the  dinner  u 
ready ;  and  mother  waits  for  you  to  come  to 
Uble." 

Saying  this,  she  darted  forward  through  a  long 
corridor,  beckoning  to  us  to  follow  her.  We 
obeyed  the  summons,  and  soon  found  ourselves  in 
a  room  where  the  hostess  and  several  more  males 
and  females  had  just  seated  themselves  at  the  table; 
but  there  were  two  places  left  vacant  for  us,  whicli 
we  immediately  occupied. 

During  the  whole  time  of  dinner,  tlie  conver- 
sation ran  upon  the  election,  which  raised  a  warm 
dispute  between  two  of  the  guests,  with  whose 
eccentricities  I  was  much  amused.  They  grew 
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exceedingly  violent,  bat  more  about  the  men  than 
their  measures.  Each,  instead  of  praising  the 
good  dfcds  of  his  own  friend,  arraigned  the  con- 
duct of  Ilia  opponent:  they  told  all  the  scandalous 
anecdotes  they  could  recollect,  and  at  last  got  iO 
warm,  that  had  not  the  landlord  interfered  by 
taking  the  side  of  one  of  them,  they  would  meet 
probably  have  illustrated  the  arijuineiitum  ad 
hondiifm  by  a  game  at  fisty  cufis.  Had  I  not  been 
assured,  on  inquiry  of  Miss  Peg,  that  tliey  were 
two  respectable  farmers,  the  language  they  ustd, 
and  the  disgraceful  stories  they  related  of  the 
candidates,  would  have  led  me  to  imagine  them 
tlie  vilest  of  their  species ;  and  the  intended 
candidates  such  immoral,  shocking  characters,  as 
were  totally  unfit  for  being  members  of  any  good 
private  society,  much  less  representatives  of  the 
people  in  the  state  legislature. 

I  expressed  this  sentiment  to  Miss  Peg,  who 
seemed  a  kind-hearted  clever  sort  of  girl,  and  from 
whom  I  had  received  a  good  deal  of  attention. 

She  replied,  "  By  Jenkins,  mister,  you're  more 
than  half  right ;  but  do  you  see  these  here  fellows 
are  like  two  mad  bulls  fighting  for  a  cow;  there's 
a  widow  in  the  business,  mister,"  she  added,  in 
an  under-voice.  "  Both  these  here  ugly  bears 
want  to  marry  our  neighbour  Warner,  who  has 
a  nice  farm  of  her  own  which  her  husband  left  her, 
and  she  has  no  children ;  so  you  see,  mister,  it's  the 
wido>v  and  not  the  election  that  makes  tlie  two 
dogs  fight." 
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I  laughed,  and  said,  "  But  the  widow,  I  presume, 
has  the  casting  voice  in  tJiis  afiair;  which  of  the 
two  heroes  is  to  be  the  happy  man  ?" 

She  stared  at  me,  and  I  repeated,  "  Wliich  of 
ihem  does  she  like  best  ?" 

"  Oh  I  now  I  understand  ;  but  at  first  I  did  not 
knoir  what  you  meant.  Why  to  say  the  truth, 
Inister,"  said  she,  sneering,  and  looking  with  great 
coniempt  at  the  disputants,  "  the  widow  thinks 
as  I  do,  that  neither  one  of  them  is  worth  a  rotten 
apple;  and  she  has  a  nice  young  fellow  in  her 
eye,  who's  wordi  a  dozen  such  hogs  as  these." 

By  this  time  the  landlord  had  calmed  the  fury  of 
the  competitors,  and  after  eating  heartily  of  fried 
chickens,  hani,  and  delicious  pumpkin  pie,  we  all 
rose  from  table  in  good-immour  again ;  and  the 
young  lady  who  had  seated  herself  by  me  at  dinner, 
now  went  away  in  haste  to  attend  to  her  domestic 
concerns,  not  without  giving  me  a  significant 
glance  to  show  she  should  not  have  been  sorry  to 
emain. 
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The  morning  of  the  election  having  airivedt 
scarcely  had  Phoebus  decorated  with  his  resplen* 
dent  beams  the  glossy  surface  and  fertile  banks 
of  the  Delaware,  when  a  noise  and  bustle  wa 
heard  on  all  sides.  As  my  host  had  anlicipated« 
his  house  became  completely  filled;  but  the  dresi 
and  manners  of  the  candidates,  as  well  as  of  the 
voters,  were  all  so  coarse  and  so  much  alike,  it  wm 
difficult  to  distinguish  the  gentleman  yar/ntr  from 
the  gentleman  clown.  The  vulgarity  and  inquisi- 
liveness  of  many  who,  on  discovering  we  were 
strangers,  put  a  multitude  of  absurd,  impertinent 
questions  to  us,  might  have  exasperated  me  and 
brought  on  a  quarrel,  had  I  not  been  forewarned 
by  my  guardian  of  their  republican  politeness  ;  "at 
which,"  said  he,  "  the  best  way  is  never  to  appear 
offended,  but  to  answer  coolly  and  kindly."  This 
demeanour  in  some  degree  produced  the  desired 
effect.  Seeing  I  was  not  to  be  browbeaten,  though 
Btill  intrusively  familiar,  they  grew  more  civil, 
and  began  to  discuss  the  probable  issue  of  the 
election,  and  their  reasons  for  voting  for  one  can- 
didate in  preference  to  the  other.  Their  reasoning, 
however,  was  so  interlarded  with  local  allusions 
and  provincial  phraseology,  that  I  could  hardly 
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astnager, 

Iwfllen- 


accepted  his 
tar  a  uia|A.  af  glasses  of 
vrliere  we  were  a  little 
bvm  the  bailie,  bat  at  the  same  time 
to  aee  an  dat  pased.  He  told  me, 
he  wac  hinf  tf  a  mfbtr  of  the  state  legislatare, 
and  had  beesi  ao  for  aerefal  jears.  **  Our  goTem- 
ment,"  continaed  he,  **  is  ooaspletelv  elective ;  the 
people  elect  the  members  of  the  state  legislature, 
ve  diooae  the  members  of  congress,  and  the  con- 
gicai  elects  the  president.  At  an  early  period,  I 
cmbraoed  the  democratic  side  of  the  question,  in 
oppondon  to  the  federalists,  as  they  are  styled. 
This  attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  people,  for  I 
have  always  voted  against  the  aristocratic  measures 
of  llie  other  party,  has  kept  me  in  place  from  the 
time  of  my  first  entering  upon  a  political  career. 
I  have  been  practising  the  law,  and  might  have 
gained  more  if  I  had  left  politics  alone  ;  but,  once 
attached  to  a  party,  I  was  hurried  away  by  my 
democratic  friendu,  and  have  continued,  although 
I  now  confess  I  have  not  been  altogether  pleased 
with  thoir  conduct.  Men  in  jKiwcr,  and  men  out 
of  power,  seem  altogether  of  a  different  species." 

"  Yet,"  said  I,    "  those   men   whom   you    term 
aristocrats,  are  citizens  and  republicans  like  youiv 
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k1£  Are  they  deficient  in  talents  and  patnotiun, 
or  liave  they  endeavoured  to  innovate  apon  the 
constitution  ?*' 

"  Oh  !  no,"  said  he;  "if  there  has  been  any  in- 
novation, it  has  been  made  by  my  party,  to  coon- 
teract  the  tendency  to  aristocracy:  and,  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  the  federalists  have  the  advantage  of  us 
both  in  education  and  talents;  but  they  have 
been  too  proud  and  overbearing  for  a  free  country, 
so  that  I  may  safely  declare,  it  was  more  the  men 
than  their  measures  which  we  at  first  oppomL 
Then,  with  the  egotism  and  presumption  that,  I 
cannot  help  saying,  belongs  to  our  principles,  we 
have  advanced  much  ferther  than  prudence  and 
wisdom  can  sanction.  Some  years  back,  the  groaa 
ignorance  and  vulgarity  of  some  of  our  popular 
members  of  the  state  legislature  were  truly  ridi- 
culous. Not  long  after  I  became  a  member  of  the 
assembly,  it  was  proposed  in  the  house  to  make 
some  alterations  in  the  law  of  trespass,  as  it  re- 
garded tlie  encroachments  and  depredations  com- 
mitted by  horses,  horned  cattle,  and  hogs,  upon  a 
neighbour's  land.  Some  of  the  members  said, 
there  ought  to  be  a  particular  clause  concerning 
hogs,  as  being  very  destructive  animals  ;  and  far- 
mers ought  to  be  obliged  to  yoke  them,  besides 
keeping  them  in  pens  or  enclosures,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent their  despoiling  the  grain,  &c  Upon  this,  a 
solemn-looking  old  farmer  got  up  and  said, — '  Mis- 
ter Speaker,  talking  about  hogs,  puts  me  in  mind 
of  myself;  I  knows  nothing  about  trespis,  but  thh 
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then  than  may 

Md  hop«I  ifaaD  be 

The  Spe^UT  re> 

attempt 

knamitdge  of  the  gentle- 

and  onlered  i 


made  roe  laogfa  beaititj,  and  I 
mf  doabts  that  any  man  could  be  so 
Mnpid ;  but  he  UMin^  me  it  was  a  fiKt,  and  that 
he  was  preaent  when  the  qieech  was  made.  "  We 
hare  still,"  added  be,  "  some  Tery  vulgar,  uncouth 
men  in  the  legislature ;  but  none  so  ignorant  as  to 
commit  themselves  in  a  similar  manner." 

Our  attention  was  now  roused  by  one  of  the 
candidates,  who  was  going  to  harangue  the  people 
from  the  hustings  ;  and  we  drew  near  to  listen  to 
him.  He  began  moderately  enough,  and  though 
he  spoke  of  himself  with  no  lack  of  modesty,  yet  he 
was  eloquent  on  the  subject  of  the  liberty  and 
rights  of  the  people,  and  if  he  had  gone  no  farther, 
would  have  made  an  excellent  speech.  However, 
the  frenzy  of  democracy  came  over  him,  and  he 
launched  out  in  violent  invectives  against  his  op- 
ponents, abusing  not  only  their  political  principles 
in  tlie  grossest  language,  but  also  their  private 
characters  and  conduct.  This  last  part,  however, 
pleased  the  mob,  for  they  cheered  him  heartily. 

Ho  had  scarcely  done  speaking,  when  Samuel 
with   his  waggon  full  of  drunken  clowns  arrived 
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iiill    gallop  at  the  hustings.     The  tavern-keeper 
I  came  running  up  immediately,  exclaiming, — 

"  Well!  tarnation  seize  my  body,  Samuel,  if  you 
an't  a  buckskin  every  inch  of  you ;  and  now  hurra 
[  ibr  the  major  !  he'll  gain  the  day  in  spite  of  old 
Kick  and  the  colonel." 

It  was  with  difficulty,  however,  that  they  got 

the  whole  of  this  respectable  reinforcement  out  of 

the  waggon  and  up  to  the  hustings;  and  if  captain 

[3iggs  himself  had    not    accompanied   them    on 

[Jtorseback,  half  at  least  would  have  been  enticed 

ftway  to  tl»e  tavern  of  Uieir  opponent.     One  or  two 

liWere  kept    back  with  difficulty,  for  they  ranted 

land  swore  that  the  best  rum  in  the  state  was  sold 

I  there. 

After  much  intrigue,  drinking,  fighting,    ha- 

[zanguing,  &c.,  the  poll  was  closed  in  favour  of  our 

jflandlord's  friend,  who  became  so  overjoyed,  that 

less  than  half  an  hour   afterwards  he  was  as 

Irunk  as  a  man  could  be  without  falling,  though. 

Jack  would  say,  "  he  made  traverse  sailing  with 

L«  fair  wind,"  and  reel'd  to  and  fro,  so  that  Miss 

L-Peg  was  obliged  to  take  the  command,  and  put 

im  to  bed. 

Tlie  numerous  guests  now   began  to  decrease 
rery  fast:  most  of  them  being  "  how  come  you  so," 
liey  were  glad  to  be  off  whilst  their  limbs  were 
Ljret  able  to  support  them  in  an  upright  position. 

One  room,   however,  where  the  principal  he- 
}toes  of  the   hustings  were  assembled,  and  fortu- 
nately,   the    most  distant  from  where  we   slept. 
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seem'd  (to  speak  metaphorically)  a  little  hell  upon 
earth.  Roaring,  singing,  fighting,  screaming,  &c 
all  combined  to  make  a  confused  and  horrible  up- 
roar, and  my  fair  Hebe  hinted  to  me,  she  thought 
the  party  would  remain  all  night,  for  the  greater 
part  of  them  were  unable  to  stand,  and  several 
could  not  sit,  so  that  near  one  half  had  fallen  on 
the  floor  from  their  chairs,  and  lay  grunting  like  so 
many  hogs. 

Altogether,  this  pure  republican  election  ex- 
ceeded one  of  our  fairs  for  drunkenness  and  vulga- 
rity; even  at  an  election  in  Ireland,  I  had  never 
Been  any  thing  half  so  riotous  and  abominable. 

My  guardian  being  now  seated  quietly  with  me 
in  the  corner  of  a  large  room,  observed,  — 

"  Well,  Walter,  I  need  hardly  ask  your  opinion 
of  the  scene  that  has  been  presented  to  your  eyes 
to-day  ;  I  read  your  opinion  in  jour  features." 

"  Yes,"  said  I,  "  my  disapprobation  must  have 
been  strongly  marked  there,  and  my  surprise  not 
leas;  for  in  this  land  of  liberty,  independence,  and 
morality,  I  thought  to  have  found  more  virtue,  not 
imagining  that  vices  could  have  so  soon  crept  into 
a  new-born  republic." 

"  Recollect,"  said  he,  "  what  I  told  you  before, 
that  amongst  the  number  of  good  religious  people 
who  emigrate<l  from  Great  Britain  to  colonise  this 
country,  there  were  also  vicious  characters,  who 
imported  their  immoral  habits,  and  propagated 
them  likewise.  These  heroes  of  the  democratic 
•cbool  are  never  satisfied  until  they  throw  off  all 
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which  Miss  Peg  invited  us  to  partake,  by  obaetl^ 
ing,  with  a  smile, — 

"  Misters,  you  musl  take  care  of  yourselves,  for 
these  here  country  fellows  never  think  of  sarvinc 
any  one  with  a  morsel,  unless  they're  axed  for  it" 

"  None  of  your  airs,  Peg,"  said  a  clownish  look- 
ing young  man  on  her  right,  who  appeared  a  little 
tipsy;  "  we  arn't  ignorant  of  your  seed  and  breed, 
and  that  you  know  as  much  about  politeness,  ai 
mother  Snave's  old  cow.  Misters,"  addressing 
himself  to  us;  "she's  a  pert  one,  and  you  mustn't 
mind  what  she  says  about  her  betters." 

"  You've  more  grog  than  brains  in  your  pump- 
kin head,"  replied  she,  *'  and  if  you 're  saucy,  I'll 
tell  father  to-morrow,  and  he'll  pay  you  off  for 
your  impudence." 

♦'  Yes  1"  said  the  mother,  reddening  with  indig- 
nation, "  it  don't  become  such  young  milksops  as 
you,  who  can't  pay  your  reckoning,  to  be  saucy; 
so  if  1  hear  any  more  I'll  send  your  bill  to  the 
Squire  to-morrow  morning." 

"  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me  !  since  the  old  hen 
begins  to  peck,"  cried  tlie  young  fellow.  "  Come, 
mother,"  added  he,  "  don 't  get  angry  ;  I  was  only 
in  fun;  I  shan't  meddle  with  Peg  again." 

We  were  happy  when  the  supper  was  finished, 
when  we  immediately  retired  to  rest ;  and  the  next 
morning  early,  bidding  adieu  to  our  good  host  and 
his  pretty  daughter,  wc  crossed  the  river  in  a  ferry- 
boat to  Burlington,  where  after  breakfast  we  con- 
tinued our  passage  in  the  packet  bound  to  Phil- 
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aad  wwaral  of  the  boarders;  «]> 
,  being  okl  acquaintances,  greeted 
eofdiaUT.  After  a  few  weeks'  re- 
■deon^  I  bee— e  ^miliar  with  many  of  the 
lichest  aixl  most  dwringnished  families  of  Pbil- 
afMpfaik.  I  was  txaky  astonished  to  find,  amongst 
the  higber  cluwe^,  all  tbe  refinement  and  luxury 
of  tay  own  coonny ;  and  could  scarcely  believe 
that  snch  elegant  and  polished  manners  could 
possiblj  hare  found  existence  in  a  new-made 
republic  Mv  guardian's  reasoning  on  its  aris- 
tocratic principles,  and  the  power  of  wealth,  was 
now  exhibited  in  its  fullest  extent.  They  proved 
to  me,  that  man,  in  order  to  become  a  civilised, 
rational,  industrious,  moral  being,  requires  an 
energetic  government,  where  his  person  is  pn^ 
tected,  and  his  property  possesses  due  influence; 
where  religion  b  respected,  and  where  the  po- 
litical dogmas  by  which  he  is  governed  are  the 
result  of  the  experience  of  ages,  and  not  the  new 
fangled  doctrines  of  ideal  liberty  and  equality; 
where  not  only  the  dependence  between  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  society,  but  even  that  which  every 
mortal  ought  to  have  upon  his  Creator,  are  for- 
gotten and  despised.  How  is  it  possible,  thought 
I,  to  equalise  power,  talents,  and  riches  ?  What 
a  phantom,  then,  has  tlie  spirit  of  democracy 
raised  to  deceive  and  destroy  the  human  species! 
I  sighed  inwardly  at  the  misery  and  oppression  of 
my  own  countrymen ;  yet,  thought  I,  if  only  a 
few  among  existing  abuses  were  reformed,  tliey 
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would  also  be  bappj  tuider  a  aolid 
BK  be  liable  to  tiie  sbociu  and 
Itcal  interesu  and  other  hidden  camtm  noK 
«««ntualJy  pro<iuce  ia  this  widelr-ex tended  (»• 
poblic  Indeed,  the  rich  seemed  already  in  po«- 
soaion  of  all  that  proud  distinction  which  clrralci 
ibe  higb-titied  nobility  of  other  oouittries;  and 
iriiiefa»  in  America,  haa  excited  the  aiiimuMty  of 
the  democratic  party,  ^vho,  being  poorer  and 
edocatfd,  wisli  to  level  all  to  tlidr  own 
What  is  there  styled  the /irtt  mcm^ 
Tdw  richest ;  tliough  I  mast,  in  truth,  aiid, 
the  best  educated:  but,  generally 
speaking,  they  keep  themselves  aloof  from  the 
other  orders,  more  proudly  and  disdainfully  tlian 
our  nobility. 

**  My  next  esaay  waa  amongst  the  plainest  daai^ 
cd  by  die  others  Quakers  ;  but  they  call  them- 
es Friends.  The  appellation  Quaker  is  given 
tbem  by  other  sects,  and  alludes  to  their  re- 
ligious tenets.  Indeed,  in  the  united  provinces 
of  America  there  is  no  stale  religion,  consc<|uently 
the  number  of  sects  tolerated  there  are  countle^a. 
The  most  rigid  arc  tluise  which  inhabit  the 
northern  atates :  they  were  almost  the  first  setf- 
tlen,  and  the  first  to  resist  the  imposts  and  other 
daiina  of  the  mother  country',  which  commenced 
the  ravoiution ;  and,  by  their  great  industn-  and 
coauaereial  enterprise,  for  a  long  time  after  their 
independence,  th^  bore  away  the  palm  from  the 
rest  of  iheir  compatriots. 
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"  A  severer  climate,  a  more  stubborn  soil,  and  a 
more  numerous  population,  obliged  them  to  exert 
themselves  to  obtain  from  nature  what  the  genial 
seasons  of  the  south  yielded  almost  spontnneouslj. 
Those  northern  men,  partaking  of  the  nature  of 
their  climate,  hardy  and  enterprising,  hare  b(^ 
come  sailors,  fishermen,  or  soldiers;  and  their 
surplus  population  emigrate  to  the  west,  to  people 
immense  tracts  of  fertile  land,  that  have  hitherto 
only  been  inhabited  by  the  wild  beasts  of  tiH 
forests. 

•""  Sec,"  continued  my  guardian,  "  how  wiaet)r 
(lod  hsis  implanted  in  man  a  disposition  to  explore 
new  countries,  and  cultivate  and  improve  what 
was  created  for  his  use  !  Wherever  he  chooses  to 
fix  himself,  nature  yields  to  liis  industrious  eflbrtSt 
and  moulds  all  things  to  his  wishes. 

"  The  Americans  certainly  fought  bravely,  and 
with  great  perseverance;  but  the  English  gcnerab 
neglected  their  duty  at  first,  and  gave  the  enemy 
time  to  collect  his  forces.  However,  if  the  mother 
coimtry  had  known  her  real  interests,  she  ought 
never  to  have  opposed  their  independence ;  for 
there  is  no  doubt  that  she  has  reaped  ten  limes 
more  benefit  from  America  as  an  independent 
nation  than  she  ever  would  have  done  as  a 
colony. 

"  In  the  infancy  of  the  republic,  having  no  ma- 
nufactures of  their  own,  they  took  almost  all  that 
they  stood  in  need  of  from  Great  Britain  :  but 
this  could  not  continue;  for  as  the  country  be* 
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eomos  thickly  populated,  and  possesses  extensive 
maimfactures  of  lier  own,  the  imf»ortation  of  goods 
whidi  ihi-y  make  tliemselves  mii^t,  of  course,  cease. 
Yet  you  will  find  there  is  a  natural  and  mutual 
dependence,  that  will  keep  alive  an  active  com- 
merce of  exchange;  for  the  Americans  are  shrewd 
calculntors,  and  they  will  not  be  so  stupid  as  to 
attempt  to  make  tiiemseives  what  they  can  pur- 
chase at  a  cheaper  rate.  Although  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  rancour  between  them  and  Great 
Britain  ul  first,  it  at  length  gave  way  before  their 
mutual  interests,  and  a  brisk  commerce  lias  al- 
iy«  existed  between  the  two  nations.  Nothing 
more  naturvl  for  people,  whose  habits,  manners, 
religion,  and  fonn  of  government  bear  a  strong 
resemblance  lo  each  other,  than  to  be  united  in 
the  bonds  of  friendship  and  trade,  especially  when 
interest  is  joined  to  the  causes  I  have  already 
enumerated.  Their  dispute  was  like  a  family 
ditfMision,  that,  once  ended,  they  might  have 
brooroe  more  firudy  united  than  before;  but  po- 
litical writers  on  eitlier  side  have,  by  their  malice 
and  envy,  endeavoured  to  keep  alive  the  former 
animosities,  and  produce  another  war. 

"  1  came  to  this  country,"  continued  mj 
guardian,  "  for  the  first  time,  a  very  young  man, 
being  engage<l  in  making  a  survey  of  tlie  coast. 
During  my  stay,  I  travelled  through  the  Irisli, 
German,  and  Dutch  settlements,  or  colonies,  ujid 
found  the  first-mentioned  nation  always  on  Uie 
advance,  for  they  may  be  styled  the  pioneers  of 
o  3 


the  province  of  Pennsylvania.  They  attack  the 
wildest  and  most  uncultivated  parts  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  industrious,  soljer,  eco- 
nomical, and,  I  may  add,  niggardly,  Dutchman 
settles  near,  he  invariably  buys  them  out,  profit- 
ing by  their  first  efforts  to  facilitate  his  own  set- 
tlement; whilst  the  Irishman  continues  to  advance 
into  the  forests,  as  if  flying  from  a  pestilence.  If 
perchance  they  should  remain  neighbours  for  any 
length  of  time,  they  are  sure  to  quarrel :  however, 
the  Dutch,  in  general,  are  afraid  of  them,  well 
knowing  tlieir  superiority  when  it  comes  to  fight- 
ing. An  Irishman  once  told  me  a  ridiculous 
anecdote,  that  is  only  worth  relating  in  order  to 
show  the  character  of  the  men  who  endeavour 
to  get  rid  of  the  Irish  by  purchiising  their  lands. 

"  A  friendly  connection  once  subsisted  between 
two  settlers  of  these  nations,  who  were  near  neigh- 
bours. The  Irishman,  being  more  economical 
than  his  countrymen  generally  are,  had  added 
a  fine  large  stock  of  cattle  and  horses  to  his  other 
possessions  :  of  the  latter  he  was  a  great  breeder 
and  a  keen  judge,  and  had  always  a  number  for 
^  sale ;  so  that  the  Dutchman  found  his  account  in 

^ft  being  on  good  terms  with  him.     His  neighbour, 

^H  liowever,  understood  his  character  well,  and  ileter- 

^H  mined  to  repay  his  interested  motives  at  the  first 
^H  convenient  op{>ortanity.  One  day  the  Dutchman 
^H  came  in  great  haste  to  purchase  a  horse,  saying 
^H  he  should  leave  the  choice  of  the  animal  to  his 
^H         friend. 
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*'  •  Oh,  no,'  replied  tbe  Irishman,  «  I  cannot 
choose  for  you;  it  is  enough  (hat  I  declare  my 
cattle  sound  in  wind  and  limb.  To  pick  out  a 
horse  to  suit  another  man's  taste,  would  be  like 
choosing  a  wife  for  him ;  therefore  select  for  your- 
8^.  But  the  money  must  be  paid  the  moment 
he  leaves  the  stable :  such  is  my  fixed  rule.' 

"  The  Dutchman  then  examined  several  horses 
with  great  care,  and  at  length  took  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  best  in  the  stud.  On  re- 
turning home,  lie  despatclied  his  waggoner  to 
Lancaster,  the  capital  town  of  the  district,  to  sell 
his  old  horse,  and  llic  next  morning  set  off  him- 
self to  visit  a  friend,  in  order  to  dispose  of  his 
new  acquisition  at  a  profit,  and,  on  his  return,  to 
bay  another;  for  the  Irishman's  house  was  on 
the  road,  about  half-way  between  him  and  his 
friend.  But  wlial  piciised  him  most,  was  the  idea 
of  making  a  good  profit;  and,  thought  he,  I  will 
stop  at  the  Irisliman's  house  to  breakfast  —  this 
will  be  a  saving;  and,  just  about  dinner  time,  I 
shall  arrive  at  my  friend's.  *  No  tavern  expenses 
to-day  y  said  he  to  his  wife  on  starting;  and  the 
horse  having  snorted  at  the  same  time,  '  Oh  ! 
he  exclaimed,  '  what  a  good  sign  !  I  feel  the  dol- 
lars already  jingling  in  my  pocket.* 

"  Off  he  set  full  of  his  scheme,  and  chuckling 
at  tlie  prospect  of  great  gain ;  but  when  he  got 
within  about  two  himdred  yards  of  the  Irishman's 
house,  his  horse  all  of  a  sudden  began  to  stagger 
from  one  side  of  the  road  to  the  other,  shaking  as 
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if  lie  liad  been  seized  with  the  aj^iie,  and  at  last 
dropped  down  dead  in  tlie  middle  of  the  road. 
The  Dutchman's  surprise  and  grief  were  excessiw, 
but  tlierc  was  no  remedy  ;  Ik?  iiad  himself  chosfft 
the  animal :  his  neigiibour  even  re<luced  llie  price 
to  please  him.  It  was,  to  all  appearance,  the 
best  in  the  stable :  and,  more  than  all,  the  iiiont^ 
was  paid  for  liim :  cruel  reflection  !  What  was 
to  be  done  ?  He  dried  his  tears,  and  said,  '  But 
I  'm  not  to  lose  nij'  breakfast,  nor  will  I  lose  the 
hide:  I'll  e'en  request  the  Irishman  to  come  and 
help  me  skin  him.' 

"  Having  examined  the  horse  again,  and  * 
tisficd  himself  lluit  lie  was  really  as  dead  as  a 
stone,  the  Diitclinian  hastened  to  his  neii'hbour's 
house,  and  related  to  him  his  dreadful  misfortune. 
The  other  appeared  greatly  astonished,  and  said 
he  was  very  sorry,  but  that  no  blame  could  be 
attached  to  him.  He  treated  him  to  a  good 
breakfast,  and  ofTcretl  to  lend  him  a  nag  to  con- 
tinue his  journey.  The  other  refused,  saying, 
♦  I  shall  not  ride  farther  to-day,  after  such  a 
misfortune :  but  come,  as  you  are  friendly  in- 
clined, assist  me  to  skin  the  carcase ;  you  knoft^H 
the  hide  is  valuable.'  ^| 

"  The   man    consented,    and    away    they  went 

together  to  the  dead    horse.      Being   both  expert 

[■with  llieir  knives,   they  soon  accomplished  three 

[fourths  of  the  task  :   one  only  of  the  hind  legs 

Iremained,   which    the    Hollander  flayetl  from  the 

oof  upwards,  and  then  told  his  companion 
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gant  and  improvident.  An  Irishman  will  gun 
and  spend  three  fortunes  whilst  a  Dutchman  b 
economising  one;  but  this  he  presenree,  and, 
though  overflowing  with  riches,  never  changes 
his  manner  of  living.  Content  with  his  soar 
cabbage,  and  a  glass  of  rye  brandy,  he  stews 
himself  in  a  small  hut,  warmed  with  iron-plate 
stoves,  whilst  his  cattle  and  horses  live  in  fine 
airy  stables,  and  his  barn,  built  of  stone,  is  like 
a  castle. 

"  The  Germans  are  another  people  who  have 
also  emigrated  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
settletl  in  this  province.  They  may  be  charac- 
terised as  pursuing  a  medium  line  of  conduct 
between  the  two  nations  just  mentioned  — rather 
leaning  to  the  side  of  economy.  They  are  better 
educated,  but  not  so  active  and  enterprising  as 
they  are  solid,  sober,  steady,  moral,  and  indus- 
trious ;  and  may  be  said  truly  to  be  the  moet 
valuable  colonists  of  this  fertile  country.  Not 
content  with  working  the  land  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  they  seek,  if  it  be  productive,  to  preserve 
its  good  qualities;  and,  if  poor,  to  enrich  it  and 
improve  all  its  capabilities.  Other  settlers,  finding 
a  rich  virgin  soil,  imagine  it  inexhaustible,  and 
continue  to  work  it  for  a  scries  of  years,  without 
rest  or  manure,  until  it  becomes  at  length  quite 
impoverished  and  unproductive.  The  German 
builds  himself  a  commodious  stone  dwelling,  that 
conveys  to  your  mind  at  once  an  idea  of  soliditj', 
with  a  fine  large  barn  and  outhouses,  all  kept  in 
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decent  order  and  good  repair.  Then  his  heaJthj- 
looking  wife^  stout  aud  rosy-faced  children,  kleek 
cattle,  a  large  and  superior  breed  of  hor  .  "'  1%^ 
of  sheep,   herds  of  swine,  and  poultry  oi  ;■. 

in  abundance,  impress  the  beholder  with  ideas  of 
industry,  probity,  peace,  and  plenty. 

"  There  are,  perliaps,  some  of  the  Americans 
who  can  vie  with  them ;  yet,  generally  speaking, 
the  Germans  manage  their  affairs  with  better 
caparity,  order,  and  regularity  than  any  other 
cia»  of  agriculturists  in  America.  But  enough 
of  this  for  the  present ;  you  shall  see  the  proofs 
hereafter.  Now,  1  perceive,  you  look  drowsy  :  it 
is  late;  let  us  retire  to  rest,  and  at  a  more  con- 
venient time  I  shall  reuew  the  subject." 

Some  time  after  our  arrival  in  Philadelphia,  on 
returning  to  my  lodgings  one  morning,  I  found 
mv  guardian  with  a  packet  of  letters  before  him. 

"  Here,"  said  he,  "  are  several  letters  from 
Ireland:  ilie  one  that  has  proved  the  most  in- 
Iteresling,  although  addressed  to  you,  I  took  the 
,  liberty  to  open.  The  elder  brother  of  your 
cousin  Donnovan  is  dead,  and  his  estate  goes  to 
his  brotlier,  who  has  been  long  setded  in  America, 
rhom  we  must  now  seek  out  in  the  western 
country-  By  Uiese  letters  I  find  ll»e  secret  of 
his  residence  is  known  only  to  my  old  friend 
Fisher,  whsro  he  made  his  agent  when  he  was  at 
this  city.  Donnovan  is  a  noble  fellow;  and  I  am 
sure  the  news  of  the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics 
will  afford  him  more  pleasure  tljan  the  inherit- 
c  5 
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■nee  of  a  large  fortune.  I  have  another  letter 
for  you,  bearing  the  New  York  post-mark,  from 
our  friend  poor  Tom  Brjan,  who  is  married  to t 
lovely,  rich,  and  accomplished  woman  ;  and  thae 
is  little  doubt  that,  in  a  few  years  more,  he  wiD 
arrive  at  wealth  and  distinction  by  his  practice  W 
the  American  bar." 

On  opening  it,  I  read  as  follows :  — 

New  York,  10th  of  April 

"  My  beloved  and  best  friends, 
"  Indebted  as  I  am  to  you,  not  only  for  \]h> 
but  for  every  good  that  has  been  heape<l  upon 
me  since  I  first  knew  you,  1  should  be  ia- 
deed  ungrateful  were  I  to  delay  any  longer  the 
communication  of  the  happiness  1  now  enjoy.  1 
have  before  detailed  the  causes  that  led  to  my 
passion  for  the  lovely  Henrietta,  and  which  I 
laboured  in  vain  to  suppress :  indeed,  I  went  so 
far  as  to  affect  the  coldest  indifference  in  her 
presence.  This  struggle  lasted  for  some  months, 
until  I  found  it  not  only  affected  my  health  and 
spirits,  but  unfitted  me  altogether  for  business. 
I  saw,  with  grief,  that  Henrietta's  spirits  were 
also  depressed:  she  lost  her  gaiety  as  well  as  her 
appetite ;  and  her  parents  began  to  be  greatly 
alarmed,  for  a  sort  of  fixed  melancholy  seemed 
to  prey  upon  her  heart.  One  day,  whether  by 
accident  or  design  I  know  not,  we  were  left  alone 
in  the  saloon,  about  half  an  hour  before  dinner. 
Henrietta  stood  gazing  through  a  window  that 
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fronted  the  flower-garden,  and  I  wag  seated  not 
&r  from  her.  She  appeared  to  be  uncoosciom 
WKp  were  alone :  a  tear  trickled  down  ber  check 
and  fell  upon  her  hand ;  her  bosom  was  agitated; 
and,  raising  her  ejres  to  heaven,  abe  i^giicd 
deeply. 

"  Immediately  I  felt  a  sudden  emotion  of  pity, 
mtermingled  with  love,  which  quite  overpowered 
me.  I  attempted  to  rise  from  my  chair,  but  my 
agitation  was  so  great,  and  my  heart  palpitated 
to  violently,  that  I  was  unable  to  move  or  utter  a 
•yllable.  Nor  can  I  remember  how  long  this 
IMuroxysm  lasted;  but  when  I  recovered  my  selP- 

'  jMMBession,  and  looked  towards  the  window,  I  saw 
the  lovely  but  melancholy  Henrietta  immoveably 
fixed  in  the  same  position.  The  tear  glittered 
irpon  lite  back  of  her  fair  and  delicate  hanrl,  that 
still  rested  upon  the  window.  My  feelings  now 
became  irrepressible:  rising  from  my  chair,  1 
moved  towards  her.  The  motion  attracted  her 
attention :  she  turned  her  face,  and  her  pale  cheek 

^  became  at  once  suffused  with  blushes,  while  her 
melting  blue  eyes  swam  in  tears.  1  took  her 
hand,  exclaiming,  as  I  kissed  the  tear  from  it, 
•  Oh  !  lovely  Henrietta  !  tell  me,  can  you  pardon 

.  a  being  «ho  has  apparently  remained  so  long  in. 

[  fensible  to  your  merit  and  charms  ?'  » 

"  She  was   too  much  agitated  to  reply  imme- 

!  dktelv ;  at  length,  with  a  look  of  angelic  sweets 

!  nesB,  and  throwing  herself  upon  my  neck,  she 
inclaimed,   *  Ali !   Mr.  Bryan,  I  liave  loved  yon 
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from  my  childliood — from  the  first  moment  I 
you :  my  affections  are  yours  alone  ! ' 

•'  I  pressed  her  to  my  heart  in  ecstasy.  Sb« 
then  told  me  her  parents  had  that  very  morning 
proposed  to  marry  her  to  the  son  of  their  friend 
and  neighbour,  but  that  she  had  refused;  'and 
now,'  she  continued,  '  if  you  really  love  me,  go 
'immediately,  tell  them  what  has  passed  between 
us,  and  save  me,  oh  I  save  me  from  being  tor- 
tured to  marry  a  man  whom  I  despise  ! ' 

"In  an  instant  I  determined  to  seek  out 
father  and  mother ;  when  they  opened  the  door  of 
the  apartment,  and  entered  it  together.  Ti 
the  former  aside,  I  explained  to  him  the  rej 
I  had  not  before  spoken  of  my  attachment  V 
daughter,  and  was  about  to  apologise  for 
conduct,  wlien  he  said, — 

**  '  Enough,  Mr.  Bryan ;  you  have  made  me 
the  happiest  father  alive.  If  there  is  a  man  in 
the  world  I  sliould  have  preferred  for  a  son-in- 
law,  it  is  yourself.'  He  then  led  me  to  his  wife, 
and  told  her  what  had  happened;  then  seizing 
his  daughter's  hand,  he  put  it  into  mine,  ex- 
claiming, '  There,  receive  her  from  me  with  my 
blessing ;  and  may  God  crown  your  union  with 
happiness  and  prosperity  !' 

"  The  poor  mother,  who  is  devoted  to  her 
daughter,  was  so  affected,  that  she  hung  upon  my 
neck,  and  bathed  my  cheek  with  her  tears.  Never 
were  parents  so  happy  as  they  appeared  to  be. 
The  son  was  now  sent  for,  who  also  shed  tears  of 
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joT  as  he  shook  my  hand :  lor  he  is  a  most  aiiisc* 
tionate  brother. 

"  Our  transports  were  so  great,  that  we  scarcely 
ate  any  thing  daring  the  dinner;  and,  immedi- 
ately after,  the  father  and  mother  invited  me  to 
fix  the  day  of  our  marriage.  As  you  will  readily 
conceive,  I  did  so  without  hesitation,  and  we  have 
lince  been  indissohibly  united. 

*'  I  take  the  earliest  moment,  after  this  excesi 
)f  happiness,  to  relate  my  good  fortune  to  my  old 
friends  and  benefactors,  and  to  assure  them  that 
no  change  of  circumstances  can  ever  make  me 
forget  what  I  owe  lliem.  My  gratitude  will  only 
end  with  my  existence.  Write  to  me;  and  by 
your  participation  add  another  jo}-ftil  sensation  to 
those  which  now  play  around  tlie  heart  of  your 
faithful  and  devoted 

"  Tom  Brvan." 
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On  applying  to  Mr.  Fisher  for  Donnovan's  ai*i 
dress,  we  learned  that  liis  estate  was  in  the  valley 
of  I^gonier,  but  in  what  part  of  it  he  could  not 
inform  us.  "  It  is,  however,"  said  he,  "  a  place 
of  no  great  extent ;  and  the  inhabitants,  being 
not  very  numerous,  are  known  to  eacli  other  for 
fifty  miles  round :  consequently  you  will  not  fin^^ 
much  difficulty  in  discovering  his  dwelling."        ^H 

Having  now  obtained  all  the  information  he 
could  afford  us,  we  thanked  him  and  retired. 

"  As  I  hai'e  been  in  the  western  part  of  this 
province  before,"  said  my  guardian,  "  I  gathered 
sufficient  from  what  we  have  just  heard  to  enable 
me  to  discover  your  cousin's  residence ;  but,  as  I 
wish  you  to  surprise  him,  when  we  get  to  Carlisle 
I  shall  let  you  go  ahead  and  find  him  out  your- 
self. He  has  not  seen  you  since  you  were  a  childt 
and  cannot  know  you;  the  meeting,  therefore, 
will  appear  quite  accidental,  and  you  may  dis- 
cover yourself  to  him,  or  not,  according  as  you 
find  him  agreeable  or  the  reverse." 

This   scheme  pleased  me  exceedingly,    and 
retired  to  rest  full  of  the  pleasure  I  should  derive 
from  arriving  at  Donnovan's  house  like  a  perfect 
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itranger,  and  of  afterwards  making  myseir  known 
as  a  relation. 

We  started  the  following  morning  on  horse- 
back; for  my  guardian  chose  to  commence  with 
this  method  of  travelling,  because,  after  making 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  wesfaonld  !■*• 
been  obliged  to  purchase  horses,  the  : 
impracticable  for  any  thing  but  roi^h  ' 
besides,  we  travelled  mure  leisurely  than  by  tfa* 
diligence,  and  had  a  better  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining the  country  and  its  inhabitants. 

Our  first  day's  journey  was  but  a  short  aa& 
On  arriving  at  the  small  river  which  coptiei 
itself  into  the  Delaware,  a  few  miles  bek>w  the 
city,  my  guardian  stopped,  and  we  spent  mae 
hours  in  walking  along  its  banks  and  MlmtTing 
the  beauties  of  the  diflerent  farms  and  geade> 
men's  seats  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  next  morning  we  made  some  miles  hefon 

breakfast;   when,  feeling  my  appetite  sharpened 

by  tlie  morning  air,  we  determined  to  stop  at  a 

small   and    neat   tavern   by   the  road  sidr.     On 

entering,  we  found  the  interior  correspooded  with 

promis'mg  aspect  from  without :  erery   thing 

{appeared   very  clean,    and    in   good   order;   the 

■tables  and  chairs  were  of  pine,   (he  latter  nnb- 

Ibottomed ;   but  all  were  scoured  white  as  milk, 

|»nd  the  floors  were  well  sanded.     Our  host  told 

us  there  was  a  cold  roast  turkey,  bacon  and  eggs 

[fried,  good  cheese,  and  fresh  butter,  very  much 

[•t  our  service.     In  a  few  minatee  the  table  was 
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spread  with  this  tempting  fare,  by  a  neatly-clr«s«l 
about  eicrhteen 


young 


girl 


or   nineteen  yean 


d 


age ;  who,  as  soon  as  we  were  seated,  asked  many 
questions,  as  to  w^here  we  came  from,  who  wt 
were,  where  we  were  going,  our  reasons  for  tri- 
velling,  &c.  &c.;  which  we  of  course  answered,  of 
not,  as  best  suited  our  convenience.  Tins  frank- 
ness did  not  offend  her,  but,  on  the  contrary, — 

"  Mister,"  said  she,  "  I  hope  you  don't  mind  nij 
freedom  of  speech.  It  is  not  every  day  that  rich 
folks  stop  at  our  little  tavern ;  and  we  like  to 
know  who  ihey  are,  and  all  about  them." 

She  now  poured  out  tea  for  us.  After  handing 
me  a  cup,  I  observed  to  her,  it  was  then  my  turn 
to  ask  questions. 

"  How  comes  it,"  said  I,  "  that  a  pretty  giil^ 
like  you  is  not  married?  for  in  this  eountrj'  earlyfl 
marriages  are   very  common,   particularly    when 
there  is  beauty  to  attract  lovers." 

•'  As  for  level's,"  said  she,  "  there  is  no  want 
of  them ;  but  good  ones,  who  think  seriously  of 
matrimony,  are  scarce.  I  have  one,  and  ought  m 
to  have  been  married  to  him  long  since  ;  but  my  | 
father  won't  consent  to  part  witli  me  from  the 
tavern  :  and  my  sweetheart,  who  lias  a  nice  little 
farm  of  liis  own,  won't  agree  to  keep  tavern,  or 
to  let  me  live  in  one."  ■ 

"  What,"  I  enquired,  "  are  your  lover's  ol> 
jections  to  a  calling  which,  in  this  counti]^ 
ia  thought  respectable?   for    I   have   seen  m^njr 
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"  You  astonish  me  ! "  I  replied.  "  Every  OM 
says  there  is  neiilier  bribery  or  corruption  in  ike 
United  States." 

"  They   may  say  what   they  like,"  said  diC) 
warmly ;  "  but  I  know  better.    Before  an  electioo, 
t\\en  my  father  wants  to  procure  votes,  he  mint 
treat  certain  folks  handsomely,  or  he  will  be  Left 
in  the  lurch.     Many  come  and  drink  at  his 
who   would  look  black  as  ink  if  their  bills 
handed  to  them  ;    but  it  is  understood  they  mi 
exert    themselves   at    the   proper    moment, 
father's  wine,  brandy,  rum,  and  sugar,  which 
folks  use,  were  not  bought  without  money — 
hard  dollars." 

The  tavern  keeper's  daughter,  who  had  now 
got  her  blood  a  little  up,  related  several  curii 
anecdotes  about  electioneering  tricks,  bribery, 
that  amused  us  exceedingly,  and  sufficiently  pro' 
tliat  the  Americans  are  as  corrupt  in  practice 
other  nations,  who  talk  less  about  political  virtue. 
Above  all,  I  was  shocked  at  their  love  of  money ; 
and  I  said  to  my  guardian,  when  we  left  the  tavern, 
how  much  it  was  to  be  lamented  that  such  il^^ 
terested  views  should  have  crept  into  the  minds  d^| 
people  who  ought  only  to  think  of  living  in  con- 
tentment, j>eace,  and  love." 

"  Alas  !"  replied  he,  "  man  is  the  same  in  every 
dime !  His  passions  always  lead  him  beyond  the 
bounds  of  prudence  and  modes'ation,  making  him 
neglect  real  solid  enjoyments  for  the  hope  of 
something  better  in  a  higher  sphere  of  life;  and 
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which,  constantlj  evading  his  purroit,  urgrs  him 
on,  until  disappointment  and  death  close  his  moiial 
and  inglorious  career.  He  b  short-IiTfd,  and  hat 
but  few  real  wants ;  but  his  adretitttiom  onn  are 
incalculable,  owing  to  the  frailt^'  of  his  itatore. 
Not  but  tliat  he  has  within  himself  the  counter* 
poise  to  this  weakness:  still  he  does  not  allow 
time  for  reflection.  Ail  the  splendid  p^eantsof 
ambition,  glor>%  riches,  anri  honours  blaze  in  soe> 
cession  before  his  ardent  imagination,  and  doztle 
him  with  their  gaudy  trappings;  whilst  rirtof,  hM»> 
oar,  truth,  and  justice,  clothed  in  modest  coloors, 
are  tlirown  into  the  back-ground,  unable  to  keep 
tlte  Geld  against  such  fascinating  antagonits ;  or,  if 
they  should  gain  the  ascendancy,  it  is  only  mo- 
mentary*. Their  russet  plainness  soon  displeases: 
their  monotony  and  steadiness  produce  Mmai; 
their  rigid  formality  and  exactness  quickly  dis- 
gust ;  and  they  are  then  banished  altogether, 
lest,  like  hideous  speclrets  they  should  rise  to 
disturb  the  conscience,  and  cast  a  shade  over  the 
pompous  baubles  which  amuse  his  vanity  at  the 
expense  of  his  eternal  welfare.  Yet  man,  without 
ambition,  would  be  a  miserable  being ;  but  the 
great  secret,  my  son,  is,  to  know  how  to  govern  and 
regulate  it,  so  as  to  make  it  subser^'ient  to  honour 
and  virtue." 

Pursuing  our  journey  slowly  through  a  fine^ 
rich  country,  inhabited  principally  by  Dutch  and 
Germans,  we  saw  on  all  sides  extensive  meadows, 
rich  pastures,  and  numerous  herds  of  cattle,  with 
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large  fields  of  grain  in  full  luxuriance,  that  kept  us 
in  continual  admiration  of  the  native  resources  (f( 
the  soil,  and  the  activity  and  industry  of  its  inhfr 
bitants.  Then,  again,  immense  forestsof  the  finest 
trees  of  every  species  covered  the  surface,  in  « 
manner  that  bore  testimony  to  the  richness  of  the 
earth  from  whence  they  sprang.  In  many  no- 
cultivated  parts,  white  clover  and  blue  grasi 
clothed  the  earth  with  a  thick  coat  of  exuberant 
pasturage  from  the  hand  of  nature.  Stumps  of 
enormous  chestnut  and  other  trees,  to  all  appev^ 
ance  felled  some  eight  or  ten  years  previously, 
were  visible  at  intervals,  whose  roots,  except  the 
main  one,  which  defied  the  efforts  of  man,  liad 
been  grubbed  up  or  destroyed  by  fire. 

We  stopped  purposely  at  the  house  of  a  Ger- 
man farmer  that  was  two  stories  high,  and  built 
entirely  of  stone.  The  barn  and  outhouses  were 
large,  and  built  of  the  same  materials.  Here  we 
found  neatness,  comfort,  and  convenience;  every 
thing  appeared  in  its  place :  even  in  the  barn  and 
outhouses,  all  the  farming  utensils  were  placed  in 
rows,  or  hung  upon  wooden  pegs;  and  we  noticed 
a  man,  who  had  been  working  with  a  fork  and  a 
shovel,  bring  tlieni  on  his  slioulder,  and  deposit 
them  in  the  precise  spot  allotted  to  them.  My 
guardian  complimented  the  owner  on  the  appear- 
ance of  his  house,  farm,  cattle,  horses,  &c.  &c- 

Tlie  host  smiled,  and  replied,  "  Habit  and 
education  are  the  causes  which  produce  wltat  yog  i 
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guardian  to  aligtit  tliere  to  see  what  sort  uf  a 
being  he  was,  who  had  built  a  hut  for  himself  and 
a  palace  for  his  cattle. 

On  approaching  the  door,  we  discovered  the 
host,  a  fat,  slovenly,  overgrown  Dutchman,  who 
scarcely  deigned  to  reply,  when  we  asked  leave  to 
stop  and  refresh  ourselves.  After  regarding  us 
with  an  air  of  contempt,  he  said, — 

"  Tish  ish  no  tavern  ;  an  you  vant  to  eat  un 
drink,  tir  Lsh  a  tavern  only  fon  mile  off." 

"  Good  man,"  replied  my  guardian,  "  don't  be 
alarmed:  if  you  furnish  us  with  any  thing,  we 
have  money  to  pay  for  it ;  but  we  do  not  so  much 
desire  to  eat  as  to  see  your  farm."  Tiiis,  however, 
was  refused  in  a  surly  tone,  until  he  understood 
we  were  strangers  from  Europe,  desirous  of  being 
made  acquainted  with  tlie  mode  of  cultivation 
pursued  in  America. 

"  Oil,  ten,"  said  he,  "  you  ish  from  Europe  ? 
Tat  ish  goot.  Ten  I  slikall  lat  you  zee  all  vat  you 
vish  for  notings." 

We  now  entered  his  dwelling,  which  was  com- 
posed of  large  timbers,  hewed  flat,  and  laid  one 
upon  another,  and  which,  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  is  called  a  log-house.  It  consisted  of 
five  rooms  and  a  kitchen,  all  of  tlieni  small;  and, 
although  kept  in  tolerably  decent  order,  they  were 
not  to  be  compared,  in  point  of  neatness,  with 
those  we  had  seen  the  day  previous.  On  entering, 
the  host  said  to  his  wife,  — 
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"  Here,  vife,  are  peples  from  Europe ;  can't  give 
tern  zumling  to  eat  ?" 

The    wife,    who   appeared  a  very   tidy  person, 
soon  prepared  a  table,    with   milk,  curds,   bread, 
and  butter ;  but  we  were  not  hungr}*,  and  refused 
to  eat,  begging  tlie  liost  to  gratify  first  our  curiosity 
by  sliewitig  us  over  iiis  farm.     Like  the  barn  and 
outhouses,  his  cattle  and   horses  were  above  the 
ordinary  size;  and,  ahliough  we  were  pleased  with 
what  we  saw,  yet  tiiere  was  a  great  deficiency  of 
order  and  regularity.    Many  implements  lay  care- 
lessly about,  where  they  had  been  thrown  down, 
or  left  by  the  labourers,  and   none  of  the  stables 
or  other  buildings  were  kept  so  clean  and  neat  as 
those  of  llie  German.       His   fields,  however,  did 
Lnot  seem  to  have   been  neglected,  and  ])ronii«?d 
luxuriant  crops  of  grain  and  grass.     After  a  short 
lexcursion,    we   returned   to  the  house,   our  host 
irently  much  gratified  by  the  encomiums  we 
on  his  farming.     He  was  a  very  fat  and  a 
Ivery  tall  man  withal.     I  made  my  guardian  laugh 
[by  comfMiring  him  to  the  npper  part  of  a  wliale; 
I  for  his  head  was  only  divided  from  his  shoulders 
I  by  a  roll  of  blubber  instead  of  a  neck.     We  left 
Ilim  much  pleased  with  his  visiters ;  and  he  said. 
Las   we  rode   off,  "  Goot  py ;  an  you    shkal  gom 
[dish  vay  again,  don't  forget  to  gif  me  call." 

We  had  now  traversed  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  richest  part  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania, 
besides  stopping  several  days  in   the   large  towns 
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of  Lancaster,  Carlisle^  and  BedfonL  The  inn  in 
the  first-mentioned  place  was  large  and  well  kept ; 
and  the  German  language  in  almost  universal  use. 
Indeed,  the  town  altogether  looked  differently 
from  those  of  America,  and  made  us  almost  fancy 
oandws  in  Europe  again.  At  Carlisle  we  ob- 
tained the  necessaiy  intelligence  concerning  Don- 
nonuuand  found  that  his  residence  was  at  no  great 
rtillinrri.  in  the  beautiful  vale  of  Legonier.  This 
Taller  and  its  environs  had  been  first  colonised 
by  emigrants  Irom  Ireland ;  but  many  Dutchmen) 
wKo  came  after  them  to  settle  on  the  adjoin- 
ing lands,  soon  bought  the  Irishmen  out ;  and 
wlien  «r  armed  there,  there  were  only  two  or  tliree 
fiuuilica  of  that  nation  remaining  besides  my 
cousin.  At  Carlisle  ««  were  received  in  the  most 
kind  and  hospitable  manner,  and  feasted  with 
wild  turkt««,  delicious  venison,  and  the  largest 
and  most  delicnte>flaToured  salmon  trout  I  liad 
ewr  tasted.  We  also  found  tolerably  goo<l  wines ; 
and,  when  1  n'Aected  that  we  were  in  a  new 
country,  l'i\l  miles  irom  the  capital  town,  1  could 
not  help  tlvliog  sufprised  to  find  myself  so 
xi-ell  pi-uvideil  with  aloMist  evecy  luxury  in  addi- 
tion to  the  abundance  of  good  things  indigenous  to 
the  roimtry.  At  this  town  there  is  an  university, 
where,  I  was  told,  youth  are  extremely  well 
Uiight.  and  that  some  of  tlie  professors  came 
frt»u>  K\in>|>o.  The  inluibiunts  were  so  truly 
hotpitwbiiN  iliai  we  t'ouiid  it  ditficult  to  fix  a  day 
for   our   departure.      At    length,    however,    my 
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guardian  went  on  ahead,  promising  to  wait  for 
me  at  a  town  beyond  the  valley,  named  Greens- 
burg,  and  directed  me  to  proceed  alone  to  the 
residence  of  my  cousin. 

"  He  will  certainly  keep  you  ten  or  twelve  days 
with  bim,"  said  my  guardian  ;  "  therefore  do  not 
spend  any  more  time  at  this  town  than  you  can 
help,  as  I  wish  you  to  meet  me  at  Greensburg 
before  the  army,  which  has  preceded  us  but  a 
few  days,  quit  their  camp  in  its  neighbourhood." 

Tlie  government  of  America  liad  despatched  a 
body  of  2500  men,  horse  and  foot,  into  the 
Western  Country  to  quell  tlie  insurgents,  who  again 
refused  to  pay  the  tax  upon  wliiskey.  One  of  iheir 
oldest  generals,  a  man  distinguished  for  his  jjatriot- 
ism,  wisdom,  and  courage,  headed  the  troops  until 
they  arrived  at  Carlisle,  where  we  had  the  pleasure 
to  see  liim  review  them;  but,  being  at  tliat  time  Pre- 
sident of  the  republic,  he  there  bade  them  adieu, 
and  returned  to  the  seal  of  government.  I  took  such 
a  liking  to  the  cavalry,  that  I  requested  my  guardian 
to  get  me  admitted  into  a  volunteer  troop,  in 
which  I  had  before  served  during  my  residence  in 
Philadelphia,  and  which  gave  me  the  right  to  ask 
to  be  attached  to  my  old  commander.  He  was  an 
honest,  worthy  country  gentleman,  who  had  al- 
ways treated  me  in  a  very  friendly  manner;  and  he 
immediately  appointed  me  quarter-master  to  tlie 
regiment. 

My  guardian  had  managed  the  matter  so  thai  I 
was  not  expected  to  join  the  army  imlil  I  had 
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paid  a  visit  to  my  cousin,  as  the  corps  of  cavalry 
•was  ordered  to  remain  encamped  a  little  beyond 
Ligonier  vallevi  and  was  to  pass  throngh  Greens- 
burg,  where  he  awaited   me.      From  thence  tkt 
troops  proceeded  to  Washington,  and  afterwanls  to 
Fort  Pitt,  a  town  about  320  miles  west  of  Phila- 
delpliia,  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Allegany 
and  Monangahela,  which,   by   their  union,  fonn 
the  great  stream  of  the    Ohio.  *     The  momii^ 
after  receiving  my  appointment,    I  set  out  at  the 
dauni  of  day,  determining  to  make  a  late  break- 
fiist  at  a  tavern  not  far  from  the  skirts  of  Ligonier 
valley,  so  that  I  might  arrive  at   the  centre  of  it 
between  four  and  five  o'clock  in   the  afternoon, 
and  pass  the  night  in  comfort.      It  was  a  delight- 
ful day,  in  the  month  of  September.      The  air 
was  pure  and  elastic,  and  the  sun  rose  with  great 
splendour,  tinging  with  a  fringe  of  gold  the  ricB 
and   variegated   foliage  of  a  superb   forest  that 
skirted  the  road.     Tlien,  as  he  ascended  towards 
the  zenith,  his  vivifying  beams  spread  far  and 
wide,  kindling  all  nature,  and  pouring  an  ardent 
flood  of  light   upon   the  world,    that    seemed  to 
smile  responsive  to  his  cheering  rays.      I  marked 
those  transitions  as  I  rode  slowly  along,  and  could 
not  help  reflecting   on    the    wonderful  works  of 
the  creation,  and  how  minute  must  be  the  par- 
ticles of  heat  and  light,  and  with  what  incompre- 
hensible velocity  they  must  travel  from  their  great 

•  Th  is  river  abounds  with  fish.  A  perch,  as  large  as  a  full' 
grown  coJ,  was  once  brought  to  me,  which  had  been  caug^ 
ia  ita  watenk 
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source,  to  be  able  to  illumine  our  globe  in  a  few 
seconds  I  Is  it  possible,  thought  I,  that  any 
huniait  being  can  witness  the  rising  of  the  sim 
without  tliinking  of  his  Creator  ? 

WTiilst  I  was  indulging  in  these  reflections  on 
the  mysterious  and  inimitable  works  of  God,  dad 
the  millions  of  atoms  which  escape  our  eyes, 
suddenly  I  heard  my  name  uttered  in  a  tone 
of  despair,  as  by  some  one  in  distress.  Check- 
ing my  horse,  I  turned  him  immediately ;  and, 
as  the  sound  came  from  behind  me,  I  drew 
one  of  my  loaded  pistols  from  the  holster,  cocked 
it,  and  dien  proceeded  to  examine  into  the  cause 
of  ray  alarm.  My  astonishment  may  be  more 
easily  conceived  than  described,  when  I  beheld 
my  servant  with  his  face  distorted  by  fear,  and 
his  eyes  glaring  wildly  upon  a  tree  before  him, 
whilst  every  limb  trembled  as  if  he  had  the  ague ; 
and  his  horse,  that  stood  snorting  and  shaking, 
seemed  not  less  terrified  tlian  its  rider.  As  I 
galloped  hastily  towards  him,  he  had  llie  presence 
of  mind  to  point  with  his  finger  to  where  I 
saw  a  panther  crouched,  curling  his  tail,  and  just 
ready  to  make  a  deadly  spring. 

*'  Give  spurs  and  whip  to  your  horse,  and  rely 
upon  me,"  I  exclaimed. 

•  He  obeyed   instantaneously,  and   the  horse 
'  sprang  off  sidelong  just  at  the  very  moment  that 
the  panther  leaped  from  the  branch.     This  move- 
ment spoiled  his  aim ;  and,  instead  of  striking  the 
oan,  be  fell  upon  the  animal's  rump ;  but,  ere  he 
B  2 


^^^^^n 

[                     148 

At;TOBIOGUAPHT    OF 

1 

^^m             had  time  to 

raise  a  paw 

the  second 

time,  1  ibft  ■ 

^^M            him  througl 

the  head, 

and  he  fell  dead  &to«  ^ 

^m 

■ 

^^1                 The  poor 

horse  was 

severely  wounded  by  la  | 

^^m             fengs,  which 

penetrated 

at  least  an 

inch  intothcH 

^^M             flesh  ;  bvit  i\ 

e  servant  was  unhurt. 

In  hisardoorH 

^^H             to  cati 

h   l>is 

prey,    tlie 

panther   did 

not  obwrrtH 

me ;  I  therefore  got  near  to  my  servant,  so  i 
lire  at  liim  the  moment  he  struck  the  horse, 
man  dropl  to  the  ground  with  the  panther  i 
friglit ;  but  in  a  few  seconds  he  came  to  his  i 
again,  and  was  not  a  little  delighted,  as  -well  « 
astonished,  to  see  his  dreadful  enemy  lying  dead 
at  his  feet.     The  horse,  however,  was  so  alanued, 
that  he  burst  into  tlie  woods  at  full  gallop,  and 
seemed  determined  to  traverse  the  forest  as  fast  as 
his  legs  could  caiTj-  him.     Luckily    it  was  much 
overgrown  with   bushes   and  underwood,  whieh 
impeded  his  progress;  and  at   length   the  bridle i 
got  entangled  in  them.  This  fortunate  occurrence! 
enabled  us  to  catch  him ;  but  it  was  some 
before  we  could  calm  him.      Whenever  he 
near  the  road,  he  snorted  violently,  reared,  kicke 
and  drew  back.     Indeed,  my  own  horse  could  not 
be  enticed  within  filly  yards  of  the  panther. 

Altliougii  I  was  anxious  to  take  tlie  skin,  for 
it  was  a  very  handsotne  animal,  what  with  my 
frightened    steed,    and    timid   ser\ant,   who   still 
ti-embled,  I  was  compelled  to  desist,  and  rode  o^  _ 
leaving  him  in  the  road  for  tlie  next  comer.  f 

The  people  at  Carlisle  had  warned  me  of  two 
panthers  having  been  lieard  and  seen  in  the  forcstt 
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bordering  the  valley;  but  I  had  entirely  forgotten 
their  caution,  although  my  pistols  had  been  pur- 
posely loaded  in  consequence.  My  servant's 
horse  was  very  shy  and  fretful  for  some  time,  but 
grew  quieter  as  we  proceeded  on  at  a  round  pace 
through  another  large  forest,  which  we  were 
obhged  to  pass  to  arrive  at  the  settlements  in  tlie 
vsUey.  No  doubt  the  wounds  which  the  poor 
beast  received,  and  which  bled  freely,  contributed 
to  make  him  imeasy.  I  took  care,  after  this  ad- 
venture, to  keep  exactly  in  the  middle  of  the 
road,  and  examine  every  tree,  lest  the  companion 
of  the  dead  pantlier  might  be  lurking  there  to 
revenge  his  death.  I  made  my  servant  watch  to 
the  right,  and  I  looked  to  the  left,  so  that  we 
could  not  have  been  easily  surprised  again :  besides, 
I  was  a  very  tolerable  marksman,  being  sure  of 
any  object  I  fired  at  with  a  pistol-ball  within  the 
distance  of  twenty  yards.  However,  tliose  ani- 
nils  are  always  to  be  dreaded,  because  they  have 
the  art  of  concealing  themselves  on  a  tree  so 
effectually,  that  the}'  are  not  seen  until  it  is  too 
late  to  escape  them. 

As  the  forest  was  of  great  extent,  we  were  for 
a  couple  of  hours  or  more  on  tlie  look  out ;  until 
at  length,  on  reaching  the  centre  of  Uie  valley, 
the  country  began  to  be  more  open,  and  the  trees 
receding  on  either  side,  presented  cultivated  lands 
in  gradual  ascent  to  the  base  of  the  mountains 
wliich  enclosed  iL  These  grounds  were  all  fenced 
in,  and  fields  of  clover  or  stubble,  where  there 
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had  been  fine  rj'e,  wheat,  and  barley,  displayrf 
themselves  at  every  step.  A  beautiful  river,  tlial 
meandered  in  a  serpentine  course  through  llie 
valley,  sometimes  gliding  sniootlily,  and  sometimes 
rushing  in  cataracts  over  its  rocky  bottom,  gave  a 
finish  to  this  highly  picturesque  and  interesting 
landscape. 

As  the  road  made  a  sudden  turn  to  the  left, 
my  attention  was  attracted  by  a  verdant  copse, 
skirted  with  chestnut  and  tulip  jwplar  trees,  of  a 
very  large  growth ;  beyond  wliicli  the  tall  wreaths 
of  blue  smoke  rose  into  the  bright,  clear  atmo- 
sphere, and  announced  the  welcome  vicinity  of 
some  liuman  habitation.  Trotting  on  briskly,  I 
had  no  sooner  rounded  the  copse,  tlian  I  beheld  a 
very  handsome  wooden  house,  having  a  row  of 
columns  in  front,  and  built  with  great  taste,  on 
the  declivity  of  a  hill,  commanding  a  noble  view 
of  the  cataracts  of  the  river,  and  the  principal 
sites  of  the  valley.  Another  stream,  that  had  its 
source  in  the  neighbouring  mountains,  flowed 
ihrougli  the  cuhivated  grounds  near  the  house, 
and,  after  a  very  devious  course,  joined  the  niaia 
stream  at  some  distance  below  the  cataracts. 

As  we  approached  the  dwelling,  I  observed  a 
person,  whoso  appearance  at  once  marked  him  for 
a  gentleman,  sitting  on  a  turf  bank,  raised  at  the 
foot  of  a  shady  sycamore,  enjoying  the  cool  and 
fragrant  bree/e  that  passed  over  an  adjoining 
garden  well  stocked  with  flowers.  He  was  ab- 
sorbed in  tliought;  nor  did  he  perceive  our  com» 
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ing,  until  we  got  close  to  the  fence  immediately 
opposite  where  he  was  seated.  Accosting  him' 
politely,  I  begged  to  know  how  far  I  was  from 
the  next  tavern. 

He  seemed  at  first  not  a  little  surprised  at  the 
unexpected  appearance  of  two  strangers  in  this 
sequestered  spot ;  then  raising  himself  up  as  he 
spoke,  he  replied, — 

"  I  am  Terj'  sorry  to  tell  you,  sir,  that,  if  it  is  a 
tavern  you  seek,  you  have  yet  a  full  twenty  miles 
to  ride  before  you  reach  one ;  and  then  it  will  be 
of  a  very  inferior  sort,  being  used  principally  by 
foot  travellers,  and  waggon  drivere." 

"  God  bless  me  !"  said  I ;  "  twenty  miles  !" 
He  interrupted  me  by  saying,  "  Don't  be 
alarmed,  sir ;  I  cannot  tliink  of  letting  a  gentle- 
man of  your  appearance  pass  my  door  at  this  late 
hour,  without  offering  him  the  hospitality  of 
yonder  cottage,  where  you  will  be  heartily  wel- 
come to  pass  the  night,  and  good  care  shall  also 
be  taken  of  your  ser\'ant  and  horses.  God  be 
with  the  day  that  brings  a  gendeman  traveller 
to  my  mansion  I" 

*'  It  is,  then,  the  master  of  yonder  house,"  said 

I,  "  with  whom  I  have  the  pleasure  to  converse?" 

He  smiled,  and  replied,  "  To  be  sure,  sir,  or 

how  could  I  dare  to  offer  you  the  freedom  of  it  ?" 

"  Excuse  me,"  said   I ;  "  my  question  was  ol" 

curjosit}',  and  not  of  doubt.     If  it  be  not  deemed 

impertinent,  will  you  favour  me  with  your  name.'' 

My  native  counliy  is  Ireland;  and,  understanding 
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there  are  some  colonists  from  our  island  seokd 
here,  perliaps  I  may  be  acquainted  with  iu" 

"  By  my  soul !  sir,"  said  he,  interrupting  me, 
♦*  but  1  knew  you  were  from  Ireland  by  youi 
tongue,  before  you  had  spoken  five  words.  Mj 
name  is  Donnovan :  but  enough  for  the  prescot; 
this  is  not  a  place  for  explanation  :  continue  along 
the  garden  fence,  then  turn  to  your  left,  where  I 
ehall  meet  and  conduct  you  to  ray  cottage." 

"  By  the  powers  of  wonder  !  sir,"  said  he^  tlie 
moment  we  met  again,  "  but  I  cannot  help  asking 
how  long  you  liave  been  from  Ireland;  for  tk* 
manly  accent  of  our  broad  native  pronunciatida  ^ 
hangs  upon  your  tongue  like  a  charm.     Ilave  yoofl 
only  just  arrived?"  ™ 

"  No,"  said  I ;  "  I  have  been  some  time  in  tliii 
country ;  but,  being  a  native  of  the  south,  where 
you  know  we  have  the  old  mother  accent,  I  find 
I  cannot  get  rid  of  what  seems  to  be  a  part  of 
my  very  self." 

"  Here 's  the  hand  of  a  southern  man,"  said  he 
grasping  mine  with  a  friendly  squeeze ;  "  may 
God  keep  you  so  all  your  life  !" 

We   no   sooner   got   near  enough    to   call  the ' 
servants,   than  he  cried  out,    "  Patrick,  here,  lay 
lad  of  wax,  take  the  gentleman's  horses,  and  as^a^f 
his  servant  to  walk  them  about ;  when  the  cattle 
are  cool,  feed  them  well." 

On  entering  the  house,  I  was  charmed,  and, 
indeed,  astonished,  to  see  every  thing  so  neat  and 
elegant  at  such  a  distance  from  the  capital ;  and| 
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my  cousin's  wife  and  daughter,  who  were  well 
bred,  and  both  ver)-  beautifiiJ,  spread  a  sort  of  en- 
chantment around  tliat  made  me,  at  first,  almost 
doubt  my  own  senses. 

"  This,  sir,"  said  Donnoran,  "  is  my  domicile ; 
and  here  are  my  wife  and  daughter.  How  do 
you  like  my  dwelling,  or  cottage,  as  I  call  it?" 

"  In  my  mind,"  said  I,  "  you  have  misnamed 
it ;  it  ought  rather  to  be  called  a  palace,  as  it 
really  is,  in  comparison  with  all  the  houses  I  have 
seen  since  I  left  Philadelphia;  and  I  am  really 
proud  to  have  discovered  a  countryman,  who,  in 
the  midst  of  the  forests  of  America,  has  con- 
structed such  a  cliamiing  edifice,  and  made  the 
grounds  which  surround  it  a  perfect  paradise. 

'*  Mrs.  Donnovan  here  remarked,  that  my  en- 
comiums were  too  flattering ;  that  they  had  only 
assisted  nature  ;  and  as  to  the  house,  it  appeared 
elegant  by  contrast  with  the  wildness  of  the 
country,  and  the  rusticity  I  had  met  on  the  road. 

Whilst  she  was  speaking,  my  cousin's  eyes  be- 
came riveted  on  my  features  ;  and  she  liad  scarcely 
finished,  when  he  exclaimed, — 

*•  By  the  powers  of  wonder  !  sir,  but  you  re- 

^semble   my  old  uncle  by  my  mother's  side   as 

much  as  if  you  were  his  own  son  !   and  now,  in 

turn,  let  me  ask  from  what  country  of  the  south 

you  come,  and  what  may  be  your  name  ?" 

Finding  it  impossible  to  conceal    myself  any 
longer,  I  replied,   I  was  born  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  and  my  name  was  Walter  Brabazon. 
u  5 
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In  an  instant  I  found  myself  clasped  witliin  his 
arms,  whilst  the  tears  flowed  in  a  stream  from  liis 
ej'cs.  Mrs.  Donnovan  and  her  daughter  followetl 
liis  example;  and  I  felt  at  that  moment  tlie  su- 
preme delig'ht  of  disinterested  relationship  and 
affection,  from  a  family  who  were  taught  to  re- 
member with  gratitude  ihe  friendly  conduct  of  an 
nncle. 

When  Donnovan  had  recovered  himself,  he 
gave  me  his  hand,  and  said,  "  Your  father  acted 
like  a  father  to  me  when  mine  died  and  left  me 
unprotected :  his  conduct  can  never  be  forgotten. 
I  have  taught  my  wife  and  children  to  remember 
it:  and  now,  Walter,  I  tell  you,  that,  although  I 
have  a  son  and  daughter  to  provide  for,  if  you 
have  need  of  it,  you  shall  share  my  fortune  with 
them."  Tlien,  without  giving  me  time  to  reply> 
he  called  out  to  his  wife, — 

"  Zounds  !  Caroline,  we  have  forgotten,  in  our 
joy,  that  he  is  hungry.  Make  the  cook  twist  the 
necks  off  half  a  dozen  chickens,  and  order  some 
good  slices  of  ham  to  be  broiled  with  them,  to 
regale  our  blood  relation,  who  is  come  all  the 
way  from  the  county  of  Cork,  in  old  Ireland,  to 
see  U8  in  the  back  woods  of  America.  Don't 
forget,  also,  to  have  a  batch  of  gooti  potatoes 
boiled.  The  seed,  my  lad,  I  brought  with  me 
from  home :  you  shall  see  how  they  'II  burst  their 
sides  for  joy  to  be  served  up  to  a  countrjman  ! " 

What  could  be  more  gratifying  to  the  heart 
than  such  a  reception  ?     Or  could  there  be  any 
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thing  more  honourable  and  noble  than  his  re- 
membrance of  my  fallier's  conduct,  and  the  ge- 
nerous offer  that  accompanied  it  ?  What  a 
difference,  thought  I,  has  nature  made  in  the 
minds  and  characters  of  men  !  How  superior  is 
Donnovan  to  die  neaiest  relation  I  liave  in  Ire- 
land, whose  whole  ilioughts  are  directed  to  de- 
prive me  of  my  patrimony  ! 

I  inwardly  offered  up  my  thanks  to  God,  that 
he  had,  in  his  great  goodness,  afforded  me  such 
heartfelt,  pure,  and  unsullied  pleasure  as  I  that 
moment  experienced. 

I  now  s{)oke  in  the  liighest  terms  of  every 
thing  I  had  seen ;  and  related  to  my  aflectionate 
relative  the  events  of  ray  journey  froai  Carlisle, 
and  how  I  stumbled  upon  his  dwelling. 

"  I  purposely  keep  the  copse  there,"  said  he ; 
"  for,  afker  passuig  througli  lliat  immense  forest, 
it  conceals  for  awliile  my  house  and  principal 
improvements,  until  they  burst  upon  the  eye  all 
at  once.  It  was  fortunate  you  bore  to  the  left, 
or  you  might  have  rode  five  or  six  miles  before 
you  met  with  another  dwelling,  or  any  one  to 
inform  you  of  your  error.  God  be  with  tbe  hour 
that  brought  you  to  the  cottage  of  your  blood 
relation  !" 

Whilst  we  were  talking  the  tea-table  was  pre- 
paretl :  Mrs.  Donnovan  and  her  daughter  took 
their  places,  inviting  us  to  join  theni.  Tliis  pic- 
ture of  domestic  felicity,  and,  above  all,  die  tran- 
scendent beauty  of  the  two  ladies,  fascinated  me 
u  6 
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80,  that  I  sat  in  silent  contemplation,  without 
tliinking  of  eating  what  was  placed  before-  me. 
At  last  my  cousin  exclaimed, — 

"  Wliy,  Walter,  you  should  liave  left  your 
bashfulness  at  liome ;  it  won't  do  in  this  republic. 
Come,  eat  and  drink ;  and  make  us  happy  by 
convincing  us  that  you  aie  pleased  with  our  rustic 
fare.  There  must  be  no  ceremony  between  us : 
your  father  was  a  father  to  me,  and  we  must  be 
brothers." 

I  gave  him  my  hand,  and  said  I  accepted  the 
offer ;  and  then  I  excused  myself,  by  declaring 
that  his  cottage,  as  he  calleil  it,  and  every  thing 
about  it,  had  so  enclianted  and  surprised  me,  it 
required  some  lime  to  recover  myself;  but  that 
he  should  soon  see  I  was  neither  bashful  nor 
ceremonious. 

I  then  began  upon  the  ham  and  chickens,  in  a 
manner  that  convinced  my  cousin  my  appetite 
was  good,  and  my  abilities  as  an  cater  by  no 
means  contemptible.  He  noticed  riy  progress  in 
silence ;  but  the  ladies  kept  up  a  sort  of  broken 
conversation  with  me,  imtil  I  had  demolished  a 
large  portion  of  these  savoury  viands,  and  swal- 
lowed a  proportionate  quantity  of  tea,  during 
which  my  cousin  exliibited  many  symptoms  of 
impatience.  At  length  he  could  contain  himself 
no  longer. 

"  Come,  Walter,"  said  he,  "  since  you  have 
now  taken  off  the  sharp  edge  of  yoiu"  appetite,  I 
am  panting  to  hear  tbe  news.     A  traveller,  the 
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other  day,  gave  lu  some  strange  reports ;  but 
these  Americans  are  so  fond  of  coining  news,  I 
make  it  a  rule  never  to  believe  more  than  one 
fourth  of  what  tliey  relate:  besides,  brother,  I 
hardly  think  you  would  travel  so  far  to  search  me 
out  without  bringing  a  letter  from  iny  brother, 
or  at  least  firom  my  agent,  Mr.  Fisher.  But, 
first  of  all,  let  me  ask  how  your  father  and  mine 
bears  his  years?" 

"  Alas  !"  said  I,  "  he  is  no  more:  I  am  sorry 
his  son  should  be  the  bearer  of  the  sad  news." 

Donnovan  struck  his  forehead,  and  exclaimed, 
"  Alas  !  my  ever-to-be-regretted  benefactor  !  " 

His  eyes  filled  with  tears ;  he  sighed,  and  said, 
in  a  tremulous  voice, — 

"  Great  God !  thy  will  be  done.  But  I  thought 
thou  woidd'st  have  granted  me  the  happiness  of 
seeing  him  again." 

His  manner  affected  me ;  but,  recovering  my- 
self, I  said, — 

"  Cousin,  my  poor  fatlicr  has  been  dead  now 
some  years.  But,  come,  cheer  up,  for  I  have 
brought  you  joyful  news." 

"  I  cannot  listen  to  it  just  now,"  said  he : 
♦'  excuse  me  a  few  minutes,  I  will  return  to  you." 
He  rose  and  left  the  room.  In  less  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  he  came  back,  and  appeared 
to  have  recovered  his  ibrmer  serenity  and  self- 
possession. 

"  Well,"  said  I,  "  are  you  prepa»-ed  to  hear 
me?" 
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"  Yes,"  he  replied,  if  it  be  in  any  w»y  tvout- 
able  to  our  poor  afflicted  country." 

"  It  is,"  said  I :  "  the  Catliolics  are  emaih 
cipated  !  I  have  brought  the  Philadelphia  G*p 
zette  witlt  me,  where  you  will  read  the  official 
account," 

It  would  be  difficult  to  paint  the  paroxysm  of 
joy  which  overpowered  him  at  that  instant.  He 
sprang  a  foot  high  from  his  cliair,  threw  his  arm 
round  my  neck,  claspetl  me  to  his  bosom,  and 
cried  out  aloud,  "  Erin  I  old  Erin  Jbr  ever!"  wliilit 
the  teal's  rolled  in  torrents  down  his  cheeL. 
Then  he  exclaimed  again,  "  The  green  sod  of 
Ireland  for  ever  1  Oh,  that  I  should  have  lived 
to  see  the  day  ! "  Addressing  his  wife  and  daughter, 
who  were  also  bathed  ui  tears,  he  said,  ''  Do  yoa 
hear  the  news,  my  love  ?  my  child  ?"  and  then 
embraced  them. 

Of  a  sudden,  as  if  recollecting  himself,  he  called 
aloud  for  his  man  Patrick,  who  came  into  the 
room  immediately. 

"  Run,  my  honest  fellow,"  said  he,  "  and  bring 
me  a  bottle  of  our  old  Irish  whiskey :  call  all  the 
lads  about  me,  and  let  me  give  them  a  cheerful 
noggin  of  their  native  liquor,  to  drink  success  to 
old  Ireliuid." 

The  order  was  no  sooner  given  than  obeyed; 
and  Ellen,  with  tearful  eyes,  ran  to  bring  her  old 
nurse  and  waiting  woman  to  enjoy  the  grateful 
intelligence.  Six  or  seven  stout,  healthy-looking 
meu  now  came  into  the  room,  with  Patrick  ^and 
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James  al  their  head;  who  were  no  sooner  in- 
fonne<l  of  the  emancipation,  than  tliey  roared  out 
"  Hurra  !"  with  such  thundering  voices  as  made 
the  cottage  shake  to  its  foundations ;  whilst  the 
waiting-woman  and  the  old  nurse,  though  up- 
wards of  seventy  years  of  age,  joined  in  the 
chorus. 

Tlie  whisitey  bottle  was  soon  emptied,  and 
another  was  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  lads  to 
drink  success  to  their  native  lanti ;  wliijst  Kllen 
brought  some  home-made  cordial  on  puqiose  to 
treat  the  women.  It  would  bo  difficult  to  con- 
ceive any  thing  more  joyful  than  the  congratu- 
lations which  passed  from  one  to  the  other  on 
this  happy  occasion. 

Said  Patrick,  filling  himself  the  last  glass  of 
the  bottle,  "  Here 's  long  life  to  your  noble  self, 
your  honour  !  for  you  're  tlie  heart's  blood  of  an 
Ireland  man," 

"  Long,  long,  your  honour,  have  we  muttered 
and  groaned  over  our  griefs  unpilietl ;  and  now, 
that  God  has  taught  the  people  of  great  Britain 
to  listen  to  our  cries,  let  us  rejoice  that  they  have 
begun  to  do  justice  to  the  poor  Catholics.  In  this, 
England  has  done  honour  to  herself;  for,  by  my 
soul !  she  has  strengthened  her  own  jwwprful  arm 
with  the  sinews  of  a  true  and  loyal  people.  May 
she  learn  how  to  value  the  faithful  hearts  of  Ireland ! 
and  she  will  then  be  convinced,  although  tliey 
differ  with  her  in  religion,  they  are  not  the  less 
staunch  m  supporting  her  crown,  and  are  alw."y» 


ready  to  shed  their  last  drop  of  blood  in  her  set* 
vice.  Then,  your  honour,  we  must  consider  tlm 
emancipation  as  only  the  beginning  of  a  good 
thing;  and  the  abolition  of  the  tithes  must  follow, 
if  there  be  any  justice  in  their  hearts.  So  let  m 
not  be  cast  down,  but  rejoice  at  this  happy  com- 
mencement." 

"  Patrick,"  said  my  cousin,  giving  him  his  hand, 
"  your  native  eloquence  is  irresistible :  I  accept 
your  congratulations  with  pleasure;  your  feeling! 
and  sentiments  on  the  subject  are  just  and 
natural ;  and  your  words  have  poured  a  balm  into 
the  wounds  that  began  to  bleed  afresh.  Yes,  we 
must  live  in  hope.  My  countrjmen  will,  no  doubt, 
convince  their  rulers  that  all  tliey  want  is  tolerance, 
a  free  commerce,  and  their  ovrt\  legislation ;  and 
that  their  hearts  arc  too  firmly  attached  to  their 
brethren  of  Great  Britain  ever  to  think  of  a  sepa^ 
ation," 

I  now  interrupted  Donnovan  by  sa^-ing,— 
"  Cousin,  you  liad  an  elder  brother  in  Ireland, 
who  took  the  opjiosite  side  of  the  question  ;  and 
you  parted  enemies.  He  has  bid  adieu  to  thii 
world  of  troubles.  Here  is  a  letter  from  your' 
agent,  enclosing  a  copy  of  his  will,  that,  I  under- 
stand, leaves  all  his  property  to  you  and  your 
daughter :  —  read  for  yourself." 

As  I  handed  him  the  letter,  a  tear  started  to 
his  eye,  and  he  said,  "  May  Heaven  receive  hb 
soul  I  In  our  youthful  days  wc  were  affectionate 
brothers ;  but  the  moment  he  took  the  part  of  the 
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Frotesamta,  he  became  m  j  enemy :  jec  mtj  ban 
hn  long  sbioe  pudoned  hiau" 

The  death  of  a  broiher  vfaom  he  had  not  aetm 
tot  Bpvardd  of  twelTe  jemMW,  aad 
had  seriously  quarrelled  bcfcre  hk 
Ireland,  could  not,  of  ooone^  prove  a  whjfH  «f 
mach  grie£  He,  howerer,  ifipeared  pendsc ;  iBi^ 
to  rooaehim,  I  pledged  htm  in  a  tmafakr  «f  gaad 
warm  whialuy  punchy  that  had  beoi  plaoad  «■  tha 
table  MMne  roinntes  prenambf;  aad  afierwaada 
put  sereral  questioaa  to  him  iiwiiiiiiin  Ae  tftf 
vbere  he  waa  settled. 

**  Walter,"  saki  be  in  reply,  "  I  am  lard  here  «C 
about  two  thouiand  acvea  of  fine  kai^  wUtk  I 
hare  held  in  peacefiil  pomeaaiaa  anee  I 
them,  except  &>r  the  fint  ilirae  or  fi>ar 
the  tyranla  of  the  fiirett,  bears,  aoiru^  ami  ]m»> 
then^  having  atteopced  to  ifiipate  mjr  tmrnf.  My 
ne^jUKMin  and  myadf  then  wfaHiihfd  a  regaiar 
veekly  hunt ;  and,  with  oor  dog^  ganaand  ha  iij, 
we  soon  drove  them  oS,  vith  the  lorn  al  many  af 
their  bretfaezn  alain  in  the  cfaaae;  aad 
they  are  bat  rarely  seen  in  our  iansU.  I 
two  or  three  excdient  neigUwon^ 
and  who  vint  us  in  tam.  The 
hoqiilality  of  these  people  often  icaund  me  flf 
Ireland ;  for  we  spend  several  days  at  a  tiaae  with 
them,  and  they  do  the  same  with  aa^  Thus 
■itnated,  all  the  additional  gifts  which  ibrtune  aiay 
shower  upon  my  head  cannot  make  me  les^  the 
solid  pleasures  which  I  now  enjoy  for  imaginary 
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ones,  which  I  may  never  be  able  to  realise.    Here 
every  hour  has   its   appointed   occupation 
our  pleasures  and  recreations  are  rendered  more 
pungent,  from  the  inward  satisfaction  of  himg 
first  performeil  the  duties  which  God  has  assigned 
to  us.     My  wife  and  myself  rise  with  the  lark; 
I  oversee  all  the  out-door  and  agricultural  part, 
whilst  she,  with  her  faithful  and  industrious  Kai^ 
Mullen,  the  house-keeper,  manages  the  within-doof 
concerns.       PaU'ick  is  my    head    workman  and 
fac-totum,  who  takes  care  tliat  my  orders  and  plaia 
are   faithfully   executed ;  and  tliat  sharp   fello», 
Jemmy  Calihan,  is  my  servant,  gardener,  &c&c.: 
besides,  I  have  ploughmen,  mowers,  ditchers,  and 
wood-cutters,   almost   all  of  them  from   Ireland 
My  farm,  in  its  management,  maybe  compared  to 
a   ship :   every  man   has  his  station,  and  evi 
thing  its  place.     There  are  certain  magazines, 
outhouses,  as  they  are  called  in  America,  for  all 
the  implements  of  husbandry,  gardening,  &c,  j  aud    , 
the  moment  a  labourer  fuiishes  his  work,  the  iibw 
struments  lie  had  in  use  are  restored  to  the  place" 
where  they  belong.     This  exactness   saves   bolL 
time  and  trouble.  Besides,  if  any  thing  gets  brol 
or  out  of  repair,  the  workmen  are  bound  to  re] 
all  such  accidents  to  Uie  overseer,  who  takes  C*tf 
to  have  it  mended,  or  to  supply  its  place  with  a  net 
implement.    In  summer,  the  labourers  go  to  woi 
before  breakfast ;  but  in  winter  ihey  breakfast 
candle-light,  and  go  to  work  at  the  dawn  of  da; 
Wlien  dinner  is  ready,  a  boy,  who  assists  about  the 
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kitchen,  blows  a  large  conch-shell  that  can  be 
heard  two  miles  ofl^  and  the  people  come  home 
immediately.  Tliej-  are  alJowed  an  hour  and  a 
half  to  eat  and  repose  themselves,  when  they  re- 
new their  labour  until  sunset :  and  then,  returning 
home,  they  sup  and  retire  for  the  night.  As  we 
have  no  church  near  us,  on  Sundays  and  holydaj's, 
Patrick  reads  prayers  to  the  servants  and  labourers; 
and,  after  the  holy  service  is  finished,  I  permit 
them  to  go  hunting  or  fishing  in  the  Junaita, 
a  tributary  of  the  great  river  Susquehanna.  The 
fish  of  both  these  streams  are  remarkabh'  large 
and  fine-flavoured.  Deer  and  game  of  almost 
every  description  abound  in  my  own  forests,  so 
that  I  get  an  ample  supply :  for  I  have  sportsmen 
whom  I  pay  purposely  to  furnish  my  table.  To- 
morrow I  shall  give  you  a  dish  of  woodcocks  as 
fine  as  ever  you  ate  in  Ireland.  In  sliort,  I  find 
myself  so  comfortably  settled,  I  could  wish  to 
spend  my  life  here,  feeling  perfectly  persuaded 
that  my  native  country  will  never  recover,  during 
my  lifetime,  what  she  has  lost;  and  which,  in 
reality,  seems  to  me  irretrievable.  The  only  cir- 
cumstance which  now  affects  me,  is  the  necessity 
I  feel  of  going  to  take  possession  of  the  paternal 
estates  for  my  son  James,  and  to  seciue  to  Ellen 
the  property  left  to  her  by  my  brother.  Although 
my  daughter  has  been  educated  with  great  care, 
and  taught  everj'  thing  necessary  to  an  accom- 
plished woman,  I  could  not  think  of  taking  her  to 
Ireland,  because  she  has  already  expressed  a  wish 
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to  inhabit  the  great  world,  and  seenaps*  I 
I  fisGtly  h^ipy  in  this  lonely  retreat.'*  i] 

£U«ii«  vbo  overfaeard  what  her  father  vUi] 
obaerred, — 
Mj  dear  papa,  it  b  not   every  one  «Ho  i 
.  to  live  in  the  world  ;   and  many  vIm  i 
to  afdam  the  circles  of  tashion  prefer  i 
Mndi  depends  upon  the  feelings, ) 
t ;  and,  according  to  my  i 
^A  edncated,  and  poseas  resou 
wilUn  tkeaiMlvci^  are  the  persons  best 
•fogr  a  life  of  retirement.     Let  me  tell  too,  i 
that  ftfm  and  «— """  have  several  times  ( 
vitk  MM  ao  lUi  point ;  bat,  thank  God !  1 1 
■at  heard  iktm  saj  any  thing  on  the  subject  I 
a  loi^  dow;  fcr,  having  become  themsel\-e«  i 
ladled  ta  ear  present  mode  of  life^  they 
caaeed  tibeir  eflbrts  to  persuade  me  I  was  formed 
to  lire  in  a  city.** 

The  fiuher  smiled,  and  the  mother  said,  **  We 
have  ceaaed  to  appose  your  wishes,  becanse  «» 
t  yoa  are  reallr,  at  present,  enamoured  of  a 
r  life;  but,  if  you  were  thrown  suddenly  iolo 
the  vortex  of  feshion,  you  would,  perhaps,  change 


I  could  aee%  fioaa  Mis.  Donnovan's  manner, 
that  this  was  said  lo  make  her  daughter  deliver 
hot  wnliinrnfii  more  fully. 

*•  Na !"  KpUed  Ellen,  somewhat  indignantly, 
<*  nerer !  Truev  I  have  not  yet  seen  the  great 
workl;  but  1  have  read  enough  of  it  to  convince 
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me  it  i«  for  the  roost  part  composed  of  empty 
pomp,  dress,  useless  expense,  cards,  and  pleasures, 
as  they  are  misnamed,  which  have  loo  much  alloy 
to  leave  any  pure  sensations  of  delight  —  such  as 
are  constantly  derived  from  the  contemplation  of 
the  boundless  combinations  and  varieties  of  nature, 
and  from  more  simple,  innocent,  and  less  refined 
amusements.  The  very  idea  of  inhabiting  a  city 
is  irkaome  to  me.  I  consider  those  who  live  in 
towns  as  persons  imprisoned.  All  around  them 
is  artificial,  and  tliey  are  themselves  little  better 
than  automatons.  What  I  read  of  the  world 
alarms  me.  I  certainly  should  be  grieved  to  be 
separated  from  my  beloved  parents,  and  must 
follow  them  wherever  they  go;  but  no  other 
earthly  consideration  could  induce  me  to  sacrifice 
the  delights  of  a  country  life  for  the  smoke  and 
fashion  of  a  city. 

These  remarks  raised  her  still  higher  in  my 
estimation ;  and  the  spirit  and  animation  with 
which  she  expressed  her  approbation,  or  disgust, 
though  full  of  mildness  and  good  temper,  evinced 
a  decided  character,  and  showed  she  was  not  one 
of  those  soft,  simple  women,  whose  sentiments  and 
opinions  melt  like  wax  before  the  fire  of  opposition, 
and  amalgamate  with  those  of  the  person  who 
disputes  with  them.  No,  Ellen  had  an  opinion 
of  her  own,  foundetl  on  correct  and  solid  prin- 
ciples ;  yet  nothing  could  be  more  modest  and 
unassuming  than  her  manner  of  ofl'ering  it  to  her 
hearers :  in  short,  I  perceived  she  was  a  woman, 
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tlie  beauties  of  whose  face  and  person  were  edi{«il 
by   those  of  her   mind ;   and    she    regarded  the 


embellishments  of  nature  in  their  true  liglit,  like 
flowers  that  soon  fade,  and  laboured  to  engraft 
on  them  those  solid  accomplishments,  which  con 
tinue  to  charm,  when  the  former  have  lost  their 
lustre. 

Our  conversation  became  so  animated,  thai  we 
entirely  forgot  the  hour,  until  Mrs.  Donnovan  said 
to  her  husband,  —  "  My  dear,  it  grows  late,  and 
our  cousin  must  have  need  of  repose  after  his 
journey." 

"  Thank  you,  good  wife,  for  the  hint,"  said 
Donnovan ;  "  then,  come,  Walter,  let  us  finiih 
our  puncli,  with  success  to  old  Ireland." 

After  this  toast,  the  ladies  retired,  and  I  was 
shown  to  a  chamber  by  Jemmy;  who  said,  as  he 
opened  the  door,  "  By  my  soul !  but  it  makes 
tlie  cockles  of  my  heart  glad  to  be  putting  a  true 
Ireland  gentleman,  all  the  way  from  the  green 
sod  itself,  into  this  room,  that  has  not  been  so 
honoured  for  many  a  long  day  !" 

"  You  do  me  honour,  Jemmy,"  I  replied. 
"  Good  night,  and  send  my  servant  up  to  assist 
me." 

"  I  beg  your  honour's  pardon,"  said  he ;  "  but 
the  poor  fellow  is  fast  asleep — as  sound  as  a  top; 
and,  as  to  pulling  off  boots,  and  all  that,  I  hope 
your  honour  won't  be  angry  if  I  say  there's  not 
a  man  on  this  side  of  the  big  ocean  that  under- 
stands the  duty  better  than  Jemmy  Caliban.' 
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There  was  no  resisting  this  appeal,  especially 
as  I  sbrewdly  suspected  their  h(»pitality  to  my 
poor  Thomas  had  roidered  him  quite  unfit  fw 
service;  and  my  humorous  countryman,  having 
performed  the  necessary  duties,  wished  my  honour 
a  sweet  nidi's  rest^  and  retired. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

The  following  morning  the  sun  was  shining 
brightly  through  my  windows  for  some  time  before 
I  could  Hhake  off  my  drowsiness,  and  persuade 
mygflf  I  was  at  my  cousin's.  I  rubbed  my  eyes 
twice  or  thrice,  and  gazed  all  round  the  room, 
ore  I  felt  convinced  it  was  the  same  into  which  I 
had  been  introduced  the  previous  night.  As 
I  was  beginning  to  dress,  I  heard  a  tap  at  the 
door ;  and,  ordering  whoever  was  there  to  come  in, 
I'hornas  and  Jemmy  entered  together.  The  latter 
made  hia  bow,  saying,  — 

**  I  hope  I  see  your  honour  in  great  good  health 
this  morning,  and  that  you  have  slept  off  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  road  ! "  I  thanked  him.  Tliomasim- 
mc'dinli'ly  excused  himself  for  not  having  waited  on 
jne  wheir  I  went  to  bed,  as  the  whiskey  liad  con- 
fused liiiu  so  he  could  not  keep  his  eyes  open. 

I  omiled,  and  replied,  that  on  such  an  extraor- 
dinary occasion  I  should  pardon  him. 

"  Thanks  to  your  honour's  goodness  of  heart !" 
•aid  Jemmy ;    «  for  Thomas  was  not  to  blame : 
his  counlrj-men  forced  him  to  make  merry  with 
' ;  and  your  honour  knows,   that  no  sooner 
e  juice  of  the  rye  get  into  a  man's  noddle, 
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^n  his  motber  wit,  if  erer  he  had  any,  leaves 
him  in  the  twinkling  of  a  bed-post." 

"  That's  a  queer  simile,  Jemmy,"  said  I;  "but 
the  observation  is  not  the  less  just  How  comes 
it,  tliough,  that  I  find  my  clothes  all  brushed,  and 
my  boots  clean  ?  I  must  have  slept  like  one  of  the 
seven  sleepers,  to  have  had  my  chamber-door 
opened  twice,  and  my  things  brought  into  my 
room,  without  liearing  a  footstep  ! " 

"  By  my  soul  I  and  you  may  say  that,"  replied 
Jcnuny ;  "  for  although  we  both   stumped  over 
floor  with  our  iron-bound  brogues,  your  ho- 
nour lay  as  snug  as  a  bug  in  a  rug,  without  moving 
[a  limb ;    and  I  very  believe  the  march  of  a  whole 
[legiment  of  soldiers  would  not  have  made  your 
[honour  blink  for  a  second." 

I  fear,"  said  I,  "  that  I  have  kept  the  family 
raiting  breakfast  for  me,  and  liave  innovated 
Fupon  their  usual  regular  habits:  for,  doubtless, 
Ithey  are  early  risers  ?" 

'  By  my  soul ! "  said  he,  •'  but  the  sun  must  rise 
[•ooner  than  ordinarj",  to  catch  them  napping.  At 
jail  events,  they  don't  breakfast  before  this  time: 
.■o  that  your  honour  may  dress  yourself  at  your 
^ease;  ay,  and  if  you  were  a  couple  of  hours 
■  longer,  I'm  very  sure  they  would  want  the  plea- 
jture;  for  my  master  is  a  true  son  of  Ireland, 
every  inch  of  him,  and  as  full  of  kindness  and 
'  hospitality  as  an  egg  is  of  meat." 

'  And  you,  Jemmy,"   said  I,    affecting  to  be 
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ignorant  who  he  was,  "  you  are  also  from  Ire- 
land, or  your  tongue  belies  you?" 

"  By  the  powers  of  Moll  Kelly ! "  said  he,  "  but 
your  honour  never  made  a  closer  guess  in  all 
your  life;  for,  by  Jasus  1  I  drew  my  first  breath 
amongst  the  turf-smoke  of  my  father's  mud  castle, 
near  the  old  head  of  Kinsalc ;  and  God  be  with 
the  day  that  brought  a  real  Irish  gentleman  into 
these  wild  parts  of  America,  to  bless  our  eyesight!" 

"  I  am  proud,"  I  continued,  "  that  you  recog- 
nise me  for  a  countryman." 

"  May  the  devil  receive  my  sinful  self ! "  re- 
torted lie,  "  if  I  could  not  pick  a  man  from  the 
green  sod  of  old  Ireland  out  of  a  million  of  your 
dirty  outlandish  spalpeens.  There's  something 
about  us,  your  honour,  so  different  from  other 
people ;  and  the  women  say,  when  they  look  in 
our  eyes,  that  they  set'  the  babies  dance  there," 

I  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  mother-wit  of 
my  countryman ;  and,  wishing  to  hear  some  more 
of  it,  I  said,  "  My  lad,  I  liave  forgotten  your 
family  name :  how  do  you  call  yourself?" 

"  By  my  soul !  sir,"  he  answered,  "  according 
to  my  old  father's  opinion,  —  God  be  witli  him !  for 
he  has  been  dead  for  many  a  long  day, — tlie  only 
name  worth  having,  is  that  of  an  honest  man ;  and 
may  a  hea^y  curse  light  upon  him  who  ever  dared 
» say  black  was  tlie  white  of  Jemmy  Caliban's  eye  ! 
name  is  not  worth  the  snuflT  of  a  farthing  can- 
dle: but,  by  Jasus!  my  honour  is  not  to  be  bought 
with  gold !" 
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"  I  am  happy,"  said  I,  "  to  find  you  pride  your- 
self on  your  probity ;  and,  depend  upon  it,  your 
good  name  shall  be  in  safe  keeping  with  ine.  So, 
come,  show  me  the  way  down  stairs ;  for  I  am 
sore  the  family  will  be  displeased  at  my  late 
nsmp. 

"  Make  yourself  aisy,  your  honour,"  replied  he, 
**  my  master  has  a  soul  to  be  saved.  He  loves 
guests,  and  has  often  waited  much  longer  for  one 
of  your  long-sided,  ill-looking  Americans,  who  is 
no  more  to  be  compared  to  an  Irish  or  an  English 
gentleman,  than  a  kish  of  bad  turf  to  a  chaldron 
of  Kilkenny  coals;  which,  your  honour  knows, 
before  I  can  tell  you,  bum  like  a  furnace,  with- 
out any  smoke  at  all,  at  all." 

So  saying,  he  conducted  me  to  the  break- 
fasting-room,  where  I  found  my  cousin  and  his 
wife  and  daughter,  who  had  just  returned  from 
taking  their  morning's  walk.  1  began  to  excuse 
myself  for  coming  so  late  to  breakfast ;  but  Don- 
novan  stopped  me  short,  by  saying,  — 

"  Come,  cousin,  none  of  your  ajjologies ;  a  tired 
traveller  has  no  occasion  for  them,  and  a  country- 
man and  a  blood  relation  still  less." 

"  By  my  soul !  sir,"  said  Jemmy,  "  and  I  told 
his  honour  you  would  sooner  wait  for  a  guest  than 
eat  yourself." 

"  Thank  you,  thank  you,"  said  my  cousin; 
"  and  now  nm,  man,  bring  us  in  the  hot  rolls, 
eggs,  and  butter,  and  we  shall  soon  make  up  for 
lost  lime." 
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He  was  off  immediately,  and  back  again,  be- 
fore I  thought  he  had  well  got  out  of  llie  dod, 
together  with  another  ser^-ant ;  and  ilie  hot  rSk 
&c.  were  all  put  on  the  table  at  once. 

"  There,  there  they  are,  your  honour," 
he,  "  piping  hot,  as  neat  a  batch  as  ever  t 
out  of  an  oven ;  the  eggs  are  all  fresh  laid, 
the  butter  hasn't  been  churned  an  hour." 

Although  I  had  not  walked,  like  the  rest  oft 
company,  I  had  a  good  appetite,  and  did  ho 
to  the  excellent  fare  before  me. 

"  Notwithstanding  I  am  in  love  with  this : 
and  its  productions,"  said   my  cousin,  "  I  mmt^ 
confess  that  the  butter  is  inferior  to  that  of  mj 
native  country,  and  particularly  what  we  call  the 
cowslip  butter." 

"  I^^gg'"g  y°^^  honour's  pardon,"  obserMd 
Jemmy,  "  for  putting  in  a  word  or  two ;  but  the 
reason's  as  clear  as  mud:  the  cows  in  our  deu 
country  eat  nothing  but  clover,  cowsJips,  daisies^ 
butler-cups,  and  the  like ;  but  here  they  wallov 
up  to  their  bellies  in  coarse  wild  grass  I  Sorely 
your  honour  wouldn't  tliink  of  making  a  pofSa 
gown  out  of  a  pound  of  Oakum  ?" 

"  Jemmy,"  said  I,  laughing,  "  is  more  than 
half  right,  cousin  :  it  is  our  rich  pastures  which 
make  the  butter  of  Ireland  the  finest  in  the 
world." 

*' True,"  replietl  Donnovan;  "but  this  poor 
fellow,  who  has  just  explained  to  us  the  cause  of 
its  fine  flavour,  paid  one  himdred  pounds  a  year 
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6r  hb  ferm ;  yei  I  believe  he  rery  rarely  anouned 
bit  palate  with  the  delicate  pnxlactii  of  his  dairy. 
ITbe  ate  butter  at  all,  it  must  hare  been  on  some 
great  holidays,  twice  or  thrice  a  rear,  and  with 
potoloes,  for  he  was  too  poor  to  buy  bread.  Is  it 
tme^  or  not.  Jemmy  ?" 

*  Long  life  to  your  honour  !"  aid  he.  "  Who 
rdieved  me  from  debt,  and  sared  me  and  my 
Gttle  fiunily  from  starvation,  and  brought  me  to 
this  land  of  plenty?  Many 'a  the  pound  of  fine 
jgmer,  by  my  soul !  that  I  never  ate;  and  the 
^ftil  receive  the  agent  who  ofled  his  £it  paondi 
with  it  at  our  expense  !  Be  tiuu  as  it  may,  haw- 
ever,  I  sometimes  kept  a  good  lump  for  my  wife 
and  my  boy  harry ;  and,  to  be  sure^  didn't  I  aie 
a  little  bit  myself?  So  your  honour  sees  tbat» 
poor  as  I  was,  I  sometimes  greased  the  way  for 
the  dry  potatoes  with  a  lump  of  cowslip  batter ; 
and  the  smack  of  it,  by  Jasiis  !  like  old  wfaiskeTy 
hangs  upon  my  tongue's  m«nory  aa  the  tmie  of 
the  ballad  of '  Erin  go  Bragh '  does  upon  my  ear." 
**  Well  said.  Jemmy  !^  I  observed ;  "  we  give 
yon  great  credit  for  that  simile,  as  wefl  aa  for  get- 
ting the  upper  hand  of  the  agent* 

"Bymy  soul !  andyoumaysay  that,yoar  honour; 
for  we  have  flesh  and  blood  as  well  as  richer  folks, 
and  «°arm  blood  too :  but  Irish  agents  are  cursed 
with  cold  blood,  and  icy  hearts ;  and  as  for  con- 
sciences, God  made  them  free  of  those  heavy  ap- 
pendages, which  press  upon  other  men's  sods,  and 
honest." 
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After  this  eloquent  philippic,  he  seemed  no 
longer  inclined  to  talk  on  the  subject,  and  quitted 
tlie  room. 

"  Poor  fellow!"  I  observed,  as  he  went  out; 
*'  he  expressed  himself  in  a  manner  that  shows  he 
has  siifFeretl  severely." 

"  I  found  liiin,  his  wife,  and  a  poor  labourer 
who  assisted  them,  together  with  a  daughter  and 
his  son,  a  fine  boy,  then  about  eight  or  ten  yean 
old,  all  in  rags,  and  living  in  a  smoky  hovel," 
said  Donnovan.  "  He  had  a  good  herd  of  cowsi 
and  tlie  pastures  looked  luxuriant :  in  short,  everj 
thing  on  the  farm  seemed  flourishing ;  but  the 
habitation,  and  the  beings  who  dwelt  in  it  —  alas! 
that  human  creatures  should  be  thus  degraded 
On  enquiry,  I  found  he  was  tlie  son  of  a  respect- 
able fanner,  whose  ancestors  had  occupied  the 
saane  spot  in  leasehold  for  upwards  of  a  century; 
and  Jemmy  had  received  the  lease  in  lineal  suc- 
cession, but  much  in  debt,  in  consequence  of  the 
misfortunes  of  his  father.  He  was  clever,  active, 
and  industrious;  but  latterly,  the  proprietors 
living  almost  entirely  in  England,  they  had  em- 
powered an  avaricious  agent  to  manage  their 
estates.  About  this  time  Jemmy's  lease  was  re- 
newed with  such  a  hea\-y  augmentation  of  rent, 
that  he  had  the  greatest  difficulty  to  pay  it.  At 
length,  a  disease  that  carried  oif  several  of  liis 
cattle,  and  a  fall  in  the  prices  of  beef  and  butter 
at  the  close  of  tlie  war,  gave  the  finishing  stroke  to 
his  misfortunes,  and  brought  iiim  so  deeply  Iq 
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debt,  that  he  was  ejected  from  the  premises,  and 
obliged  to  surrender  all  he  had  in  tlte  world  to 
pay  his  cruel  creditor.  TraveUing,  one  day,  on 
horseback  from  Ross  to  Kinsale,  and  finding  my- 
self tired  and  hungrj-,  I  halted  at  a  neglected, 
ruinous  habitation  near  the  road-side.  On  enter- 
I  perceived  the  interior  corresponded  with 

aqiect  from  without,  for  it  was  miserably  fiir- 
and  the  family,  who  appeared  lean  and 
wretched,  were  seated  round  a  small  oak  table,  on 
vhich  was  strewed  a  batch  of  potatoes,  accompanied 
hy  two  salt  herrings  and  some  sour  milk.  On 
perceiving  a  stranger,  they  sprang  from  their  seatSf 
greeting  me  in  the  most  respectful  and  hospitable 
manner,  and  requesting  to  know  in  what  they 
could  serve  me.  I  told  the  man  Uiat,  if  they  did 
not  all  sit  down  and  finish  their  meal,  I  should 
ride  off  and  leave  them :  '  when  you  have  done 
dinner,'  said  I,  '  I  shall  tell  you  what  I  want.' 

"  They  obeyed  immediately,  and  I  went  out, 
ering  my  senant  to  walk  the  horses  to  cool 
while  I  amused  myself  by  taking  a  turn 
ro«md  the  fields.     In  five  minutes  afterwards,  the 
farmer  came  to  me,  and,  touching  his  hat,  observed 
that  tliey  had  finished  their  dinners. 

"  •  I  am  a  traveller,'  said  I,  '  and,  being  a  little 

ed  and  hungry  witlial,  have  stopped  here  to 
repose  awhile,  and  get  something  to  eat :  give  me 
acme  hot  potatoes,  butter,  and  fresh  ^gs.  I'm 
sure  you  must  have  a  little  butter  to  spare,  as  I 
see  you  have  many  good  cows.'  . 
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"  He  bowed  assent,  and,  beckoning  to  his  wife 
whispered  something  softly  in  her  ear.  She 
replied  in  a  similar  tone;  but  I  overheard  the 
words,  '  and  what  will  the  agent  say  to  it?' 

"  •  If  the  devil  himself  were  agent,'  said  be, 
'  his  honour  shall  have  them  !' 

"The  wife  went  away  in  a  hurrj',and  I,  of  course, 
concluded  that  those  poor  people  had  butter  and 
eggs,  but  were  not  permitted  to  dispose  of  them. 
Jemmy  (for  my  entertainer  was  no  other  than  my 
present  faithful  servant)  then  approached  nic,  and 
said, '  We  have  plenty  of  hot  potatoes  ready  dressed, 
if  your  honour  will  only  wait  until  my  wife  boils 
the  eggs  ?  * 

*'  In  a  short  time  af^er  she  came  into  the  bnt 
with  the  eggs  and  butter;  and,  as  she  put  the  former 
on  the  fire,  I  said,  — 

" '  Don't  be  afraid  to  furnish  me  with  these 
things,  as  I  shall  give  you  enough  to  satisfy  the 
owner  of  them,  if  they  are  not  your  own.' 

"  '  God  bless  your  honour  !'  said  the  husband; 
'we  know  your  generosity,  and  how  you  treat 
your  tenants  at  Clonmcl.  If  the  butter  were  gold, 
and  every  egg  a  jewel,  by  Jasus!  and  they  wouldn't 
be  too  precious  to  place  before  such  a  guest.'        ^M 

"  I  was  not  insensible  to  the  high  tribute  conveyeJ^ 
in  this  artless  burst  of  feeling,  and,  when  he  went 
out,  I  asked  the  wife  how  they  were  situated.  At 
first  she  refused  to  lei! :  made  excuses  of  not  wish- 
ing to  trouble  me  with  their  sad  story  ;  that  her 
husband  would  be  angi^,  &c. ;  but  I  persistedj  aod 
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at  length  drew  from  her  a  heart-rending  descrip- 
doa  of  the  villainy  of  the  agent ;  the  loss  of  her 
eldest  son;  who,  being  seized  on  suspicion  of 
associating  with  a  band  of  disturbers,  whom,  how- 
ever, he  had  never  seen,  had  died  of  grief  in 
prison;  the  seduction  of  her  eldest  daughter  by 
the  agent's  son,  a  profligate  young  rake,  who 
promised  her  marriage;  and  the  melancholy  fate 
of  the  poor  girl,  who,  in  despair,  drowned  herself 
in  a  neighbouring  lake.  To  these  domestic  afflic- 
tions were  added  the  seizure  of  their  cattle  and 
effects  to  pay  up  the  arrears  of  rent,  and  the  loss 
of  the  farm-house  by  fire.  The  poor  woman  con- 
cluded her  dismal  narrative  by  saying,  that  a  writ 
of  ejectment  was  shortly  to  be  served  upon  them, 
when  their  litde  remaining  property  would  be 
sold,  and  themselves  driven  from  the  farm  to  beg 
&om  door  to  door. 

*'  ♦  My  poor  boy  and  his  little  sister,'  said  she^ 
weeping  bitterly  as  she  laid  her  hand  uj)on  her 
son's  head,  *  with  Patrick,  our  friend  and  assistant, 
who  has  seen  better  days,  but  who  now  works 
with  Jemmy  for  his  victuals,  are  all  that  remain 
to  comfort  us.' 

"  Her  mild  interesting  countenance,  and  her 
story,  affected  me  exceedingly.  I  gazed  upon  her 
with  die  keenest  emotions  of  pity,  and  forgot  the 
calls  of  hunger  in  the  contemplation  of  the  misery 
of  a  fellow-creature.  An  inward  horror  at  the 
conduct  of  the  barbarous  agent  made  my  blood 
boil  with  indignation,  and  still  more  so,  when  I 
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reflected  that  all  this  wretchedness  sprang  oot  d 
tlie  vices  and  inconsiderate  conduct  of  the  opulenl 
proprietors. 

"  She  was  sobbing  at  tlie  close  of  her  recital, 
when  her  husband  returned. 

" '  What !'  said  he  to  her,  in  a  tone  of  reproach; 
'  you  have  been  crying !  Have  you  no  sliame 
left  ?  Instead  of  eggs  and  butter,  you  have  been 
serving  up  to  his  honour  a  dish  of  our  niisfortimes, 
which  you  had  better  keep  to  yourself,  nor  {)tster 
this  kind-hearted  gentleman  with  an  affair  that  ii 
too  bad  to  be  bettered ;  or,  at  least,  you  might 
have  let  him  eat  a  moutliful  or  two  to  satisfy  hii 
hunger  first.  The  will  of  God,  woman,  must  be 
<lone,  as  old  father  Leary  has  told  you  many's  the 
time ;  so  screw  up  your  baby's  face  to  a  smile> 
and  give  his  honour  the  eggs.' 

" '  Don't  be  angry  with  her,  Jemmy,'  said  I; 
♦  I  alone  am  in  fault.  I  forced  her  to  tell  me 
some  of  the  particulars  of  yom-  mishaps.' 

"  However,  I  could  get  notliing  out  of  liim :  be 
bustled  about,  pretended  to  be  very  busy,  made 
his  wife  put  tlie  eggs  on  the  table,  and  then  be 
served  up  the  potatoes  and  butter,  giving  me 
evasive  answers  to  all  my  questions. 

"  Seeing  he  was  desirous  of  hiding  from  rae  the 
desperate  situation  of  his  affairs,  I  inquired  of  the 
wife  where  tlie  auction  was  to  take  place.  Cast- 
ing a  frowning  look  at  her,  he  said,  — 

"'  Oh,  your  honour,   don't  listen    to  a  weak 
woman's  fears.     I  assiu-e  you  the  agent  won't  be 
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cruel  as  to  turn  us  off  the  farm  upon  the  wide 


"  Tlie  tears  ran  down  the  poor  wife's  cheeks  as 
she  exclaimed,  — 

•♦  *  God  grant  that  he  may  prove  kinder  !' 

"  '  No,'  said  I,  '  Jemmy  ;  don't  flatter  yourself 
that  his  iron  heart  will  suffer  you  to  remain.  Ac- 
cording to  your  wife's  account,  the  forms  of  law 
are  all  gone  tlirough:  the  auction  and  the  eject- 
ment must  inevitably  follow.  Take  my  advice ; 
your  family  is  now  reduced  to  five  persons.  If 
you  have  no  objection  to  quit  your  native  countrj', 
come  to  me ;  I  will  find  you  a  conveyance,  and 
take  you  all  with  me  to  America,  one  of  the 
finest  countries  of  the  globe.  There  you  shall 
hare  as  much  land  as  you  can  manage,  or  live 
with  me  to  manage  my  cattle,  whichever  you 
prefer.' 

"  Tlie  poor  man  sighed,  and  replied,  in  a  me- 
lancholy tone  of  voice,  — 

" '  All !  {xror  deserted  Ireland  1  All  thy  true 
hearts  are  going  to  leave  thee,  to  be  preyed  upon 
by  those  unprincipled  men,  whom  our  masters 
have  sent  to  goad  us  to  death.  Oh  !  your  honour, 
I  would  go  to  the  end  of  the  world  with  such  a 
kind-hearted  gentleman,  and  spend  the  last  drop 
of  my  blood  in  your  service.  But,  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  this  spot,  where  my  forefathers  have  pros- 
pered for  many  generations,  is  dear  to  my  heart. 
My  father  died  here,  in  the  service  of  its  lord ; 
and  I  cannot  quit  it  until  I'm  driven  off  by  force. 
t  6 
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Every  inch  of  the  sod  is  entwined  with  my 
existence;  but  God's  will  be  done!  If  I  am  to 
be  banished  from  it,  as  your  honour  has  said 
that  you  will  receive  me,  I  shall  certainly  come  tt» 
you.' 

"  His  utterance  now  became  choked,  a  teit. 
started  to  his  eye,  and  he  left  the  hut  abrupdy< 
When  he  was  gone,  with  great  difficulty  I  made 
the  wife  accept  of  a  bank  note  of  the  value  rf 
five  pounds,  and  obtained  her  promise  not  to  iiK 
form  her  husband  of  it,  lest  his  love  of  his  nati 
spot  might  induce  him  to  fee  the  agent  to  del«y 
the  writ,  which  eventually  would  render  them  stillj 
more  miserable.  She  consented  to  let  the  k 
take  its  course,  and,  when  they  were  tlirown  upofl 
the  wide  world,  without  hope  of  assistance,  then 
to  give  the  money  to  her  husband,  to  enable  him 
to  bring  his  family  to  me  at  Clonniel. 

"  My  meal  was  a  delicious  one,  for  the 
and  butter  were  fresh  and  sweet,  and  the  potatod 
excellent ;  while  the  idea  of  having  devised  a  plan 
to  rescue  this  j>oor  family  from  destruction,  gave 
an  additional  zest  to  my  homely  fare.  I  dieOi 
mounted  my  horse,  and  continued  my  journey.' 
At  Kinsaleand  Ross,  I  made  inquiries  concerning 
them  of  some  of  my  old  acquaintances.  They 
gave  the  husband  an  excellent  character,  con^ 
firmed  his  wife's  story  of  the  villainy  of  the  agent, 
and  added  that,  through  them  all,  Jemmy's  inte^ 
grity  and  honesty  had  never  been  called 
question. 
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I  "  Three  weeks  after  I  had  returned  to  my  estate, 
k  I  was  mounting  my  horse,  one  morning,  to  take 
a  ride  about  the  dairy  farm,  who  should  I  see 
coming  towards  me  but  tliis  poor  family.  I  dis- 
mounted to  receive  tliem.  They  threw  themselves 
at  my  feet,  tlianked  me  for  saving  tliem  from 
starvation,  and  Jemmy  exclaimed,  — 

"  •  Here  we  are,  your  honour,  ready  to  follow 
you  to  the  world's  end,  and  back  again,  never  to 
quit  you  as  long  as  we  live-  As  for  wages,  we 
sliall  leave  that  to  your  generosity,  after  you  have 
tried  and  seen  wheilier  we  are  worth  our  milk  and 
potatoes.' 

'*  Such  is  the  history  of  Jemmy  Calihan  and 
his  family.  He  superintends  the  whole  of  my 
domestic  economy  ;  his  wife  manages  the  dairy  ; 
hJ3  son,  who  is  now  a  stout  man,  is  the  best 
ploughman  in  the  province ;  and  the  daughter,  a 
very  pretty,  well-behaved  girl,  is  Ellen's  waiting 
woman.  Patrick,  whom  I  fotmd  not  only  an 
honest,  but  a  sensible,  clever  fellow,  is  my  agri- 
cultural overseer  and  factotum,  — an  office  which 
his  knowledge  and  experience  in  farming  enables 
biin  to  execute  in  a  very  superior  manner. 
-  •*  You  will  now  perceive,"  continued  Donnovan, 
**  how  good  sometimes  springs  out  of  evil.  Tliis 
poor  man's  misery  and  WTetchedness  would  have 
been  prolonged,  could  he  have  raised  a  little 
money;  therefore,  the  persecutions  he  endured 
were  of  service,  as  it  brought  all  to  a  close,  and 
left  liim  free.     Here,  he  seems  perfecdy  happy, 
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being  completely  master  of  the  house ;  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve there  ever  was  a  more  faitlifuJ,  tnie,  and  con- 
scientious steward ;  and,  in  spite  of  all  the  liberties 
we  allow  him,  he  never  has  shown  the  least  sjinp- 
tom  of  disobedience  or  dkrespectful  behaviour. 
I  consider  myself  truly  fortunate  in  being  served 
by  my  ovm  countrymen,  who,  in  this  land  of 
liberty,  as  it  is  called,  have  not  been  spoiled  bj 
the  examples  of  insolence  and  disregard  for  die 
distinctions  of  society,  which  they  cannot  foil  U 
have  remarked  amongst  the  natives,  and  whiek 
are  carried  to  an  extent  beyond  wliat  I  couW 
have  imagined.  The  common  people  are  not  only 
coarse,  but  grossly  impertinent,  and  almost  uni- 
versally regardless  even  of  the  forms  of  decent 
behaviour.  At  first,  several  labourers  refused  to 
work,  iK'cause  they  could  not  dine  at  the  table 
with  tlie  master  of  the  house.  They  told  Patrick 
they  considered  themselves  as  good  as  I  was,  and 
tliey  would  not  labour  for  any  proud,  overbearing 
fellow  who  was  above  dining  with  his  people. 
Patrick's  Irish  blood  began  to  rise  at  this,  and  he 
was  with  difficulty  prevented  from  beating  them. 
Tliis  disposition,  at  first,  occasioned  serious  incon« 
venience;  but  I  persisted;  and,  although  my  crops 
sometimes  suffered,  I  contrived  to  manage  with 
my  own  jjeople.  Seeing  me  inflexible,  and  that 
we  cared  not  for  their  help,  as  they  call  it,  they 
afterwarcU  came  of  tliemselves,  and  offered  to  reap 
and  mow  for  us.  Since  then,  there  is  a  perfect 
good  understanding  between  us,  and  all  goes 
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smoothly;    for  Patrick  U  of  a  character  not  to 
brook  tlie  slightest  ofience ;  and,  being  extremely- 
brave   and   robust,   as  you  have  seen,   they  are 
obliged  to  respect  him.     Tlie  attachment  of  such 
a  &mily  to  us  is  in   itself  a   blessing;  for  their 
zeal,    industrj',    and   unshaken    integrity    are   as 
jieat  as  if  they  were  employed  for  tliemselves." 
H  **  Yes,"  added  Mrs.  Donnovan,  "  I  can  vouch 
Wt  that.   Jemmy's  wife  is  a  pattern  of  good  house* 
Erne's  neatness  and  economy ;  and  as  for  Ellen's 
little  companion,  Mary,  she  looks  upon  her  as  a 
sister :  besides,  she  is  so  handsome,  every  one  is 
in  love  with  her." 

We  had  nearly  finished  our  breakfast  when  a 
knocking  was  heard  at  the  outer  door.  On  its 
being  opened,  I  saw  a  handsome  young  man,  above 
the  middle  size,  apparently  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  attired  in  the  usual  sporting  dress 
of  the  country,  namely,  a  short  bluejacket,  deer- 
akin  pantaloons  and  boots ;  with  a  bird-bag  and 
•  powder-horn  at  his  shooting  belt.  He  carried 
a  double-barrelled  fowling-piece  in  his  hand ;  and 
two  brace  of  tall  setters  bounded  into  tlie  apart- 
ment before  him.  Entering  with  a  smile  of 
familiarin',  he  exclaimed, — 

♦'  Good  morning  to  you  !     Not  yet  done  break- 
K>t  ?" 

Donnovan  rose,  and  shaking  him  by  the  hand, 
replied,  "  Good  morning  to  you,  Charles :  you 
have  just  hit  the  nail  on  the  head.  I  am  per- 
^laded  some  cofiee  and  hot  rolls,  with  a  slice  or 
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two  of  broiled  venison,  will  not  be  unacceptable; 
for  1  can  see  by  your  spattered  boots  you  have 
traversed  many  a  mile  of  tlie  valley,  in  pursiut 
of  your  favourite  pastime.  You  must  have  been 
early  at  the  sport,  for  your  home  is  at  le^  six 
miles  from  us." 

During  this  conversation,  Ellen's  cheeks  resein- 
bled  the  brightest  colours  of  the  rose.  She  setemed 
too  happy  to  express  herself  in  words,  and  looked  » 
angels  do  when  diey  wisli  to  confer  a  blessing  upoo 
mortals.  Her  glances  were  not  lost  upoD  tbe 
young  sportsman,  who  approached  and  whispered 
something  in  her  ear  that  made  her  blush  still 
deeper  than  before ;  then,  turning  to  the  fatlier, 
he  replied,  — 

"  Distance  to  a  determined  sportsman  is  a 
matter  of  no  great  moment :  but  I  certainly  liave 
gone  over  a  good  deal  of  ground  since  tlie  dann  of 
day,  when  I  left  my  father's  farm ;  and  I  camiot 
help  confessing  that  I  am  in  perfect  readiness  to 
partake  of  a  second  breakfast :  but  first  let  me 
beg  your  acceptance  of  the  fruits  of  my  morning's 
excursion." 

So  saying,  he  produced  a  brace  of  fine  phea- 
sants, with  several  partridges  and  woodcocks. 

"  Thank  you!"  said  Donnovan;  "you  are  an 
acceptable  guest  indeed,  for  you  bring  your  dinner 
in  your  pocket.  Our  economical  Dutch  neighbour 
would  be  glad  to  receive  you  every  day." 

"  Yes,"  observed  Ciiarles ;  "  I  have  no  doubt 
of  it;  but  the  niggardly  fellow  shall  never  exercise 
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Ids  teeth  with  the  produce  of  my  chase.  Do  you 
blow  that  I  once  stopped  there  in  the  heat  of 
•ominer ;  and,*  being  overpowered  with  fatigue,  I 
aiked  ibr  something  to  drink.  lie  told  his  wife 
to  go  bring  some  fresh  water  from  the  spring; 
but  I  refused,  begging  her  to  give  me  a  drink  of 
what  had  been  some  time  in  the  house;  as  cold 
water  to  a  person  overheated  was  highly  dan- 
U6.  She  gave  me  some  in  a  tin  pint.  I 
dnuik  a  little  of  it,  merely  to  moisten  my  parched 
throat,  and  left  die  house  abnipdy.  Since  then 
I  have  never  been  within  a  mile  of  his  dwelling. 
The  avaricious,  inhospitable  barbarian,  who  knows 
that  a  draught  of  cold  water,  in  this  climate, 
during  the  heat  of  summer,  to  a  person  heated 
with  exercise,  is  death.  No,  no  !  those  Dutchmen 
are  greater  brutes  than  their  cattle." 

**  Come,"  said  Mrs.  Donnovan;  "don't  think 
of  them  now,  but  eat  your  breakfast." 

"  I  hope,"  said  Donnovan,  "  you  have  come 
according  to  j'our  promise,  to  stay  three  or  four 
days  with  us.  Ellen  and  m}'self  have  discovered 
a  place  near  the  first  cataract  where  there  is  an 
abundance  of  bass  and  trout ;  and  we  are  anxious 
to  try  our  luck." 

He  then  introduced  me,  saying,  — "  Here, 
cousin,  this  young  gentleman  is  the  son  of  our 
most  intimate  friend,  Mr.  O'Grady,  who  has  been 
settled  in  America  about  thirty  years.  Political 
reasons  obliged  him  to  quit  Ireland ;  but,  being 
admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar  in  Philadolphia,  he 
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made  a  large  fortune  and  retired  to  this  valley, 
where  he  purchased  lands  some  time  back;  and, 
in  the  bosom  of  an  amiable  family,  employs  and 
amuses  himself,  as  I  do,  witli  agriculture." 

The  conversation  now  turned  on  fishing;  and 
die  whole  party  was  forthwith  deeply  engaged  in 
discussing  the  various  mysteries  of  tlie  "  gentle 
crafte;" —  Limerick  books,  O'Shaugnessey's  flies, 
and  the  "  Gillaroo  trout"  of  Lough  Derg,  in  Ire- 
land.   This  singular  species  often  weiglis  upwanb     < 
of  diirty  pounds,  and  ix)ssesses  a  gizzard  resan-  ■ 
bling  that  of  a  fowl.    The  magnificent  white  trout 
of  the  Costello"  River  were  also  mentioned,  in 
conjunction  with  their  still   more   gigantic  bre- 
thren of  the  Huron  and  Moose  Head  lakes  of 
America,  where  diey  never  take  a  bait,  and  are 
seldom  killed  except  in  winter,  by  spearing  them 
du-ough  holes  in  the  ice.     As  most  Irish  countiy 
gentlemen   are   fond  of  djis   sport,   tlie   subject 
interested  me.      I  gathered  from  their  convers- 
ation that  the  streams  which  How  from  the  ^Vlpine 
districts  of  the  province  of  New  England,  the  rivers 
and  brooks  of  Long  Island,  and,  above  all,   the  j 
waters  of  the  celebrated  Waquoit  Bay,  are  amoQg  I 
the  best  American  stations  for  fly-fishing,  being  all 
abundantly  stocked  with  trout,    especially  those 
last  mentioned,  and    having   their   banks   gene- 
rally unincumbered  with  wood.    For  lake  angling 
Sebago  Lake,  and  some  others  in  Maine,  aiToi-d  the 
greatest  probability  of  sport,   and  may  be  com- 
poied  in  this  respect  to  the  Belvidere,  the  Hoyle 


Atr    IRISH   TRAVELLER. 


187 


be  Ducuereagb,  and  other  celebrated  waters  of 
be  county  of  WestmeatJi. 

My  piscatory  lore,  and  the  enthusiasm  with 
rhich  I  entered  into  this  tlie  favourite  topic  of 
lie  moment,  bo  delighted  young  O'Grady  and  hia 
iced  bride,  that,  tiolens  volensy  they  were  for 
ilisiing  me  in  tlieir  party  to  the  river  side. 
Dounovan,  however,  quickly  put  a  stop  to  the 
project  by  exclaiming,  "  No,  no  !  I  shall  not  part 
with  Walter  to-day,  as  I  wisli  to  show  him  round 
the  fieids;  tlierefore  let  the  young  people  go  by 
themaelves.  I  am  persuaded  he  will  prefer  look- 
ing at  my  improvements  to  an  angling  party." 

Politeness  to  ray  host  induced  me  to  reply  that 
he  was  right ;  for  although  I  was  extremely  fond 
of  trout  fi&liing,  yet  there  were  many  things  more 
interesting  at  the  present  moment,  and  I  longed 
10  grati^'  my  curiosity. 

No  sooner  was  the  breakfast  over  than  Ellen 
and  Charles  prepared  to  depart.  In  addition  to 
tl>c  fishing-rods,  he  took  with  him  his  gun  and 
ammunition.  "  Who  knows,"  said  he,  "  but  we  may 
stumble  upon  some  squirrels,  or  a  wild  turkey  or 
two?" 

I  remarked  that  he  might  chance  to  see  wild 
beasts,  and  it  was  always  well  to  be  armed. 

"Oh,  no,"  said  he,  smiling;  "there  are  no  animals 
of  prey  larger  than  foxes,  or  occasionally  a  strag- 
gling wolf;  and  even  they  for  some  years  past 
have  verj'  rarely  visited  this  neighbourhood." 
Then,  after  a  short  pause,  he  added, 
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i^  I  recollect  a  few  daj's  ago 
B  tfe  fcrest  that  must  have  been 


dhr  ■ccident  that  occured  to  met 
of  mj  servant.     My 
oo  my  prowess,  and  said, 
the  room, — 

of  an  instance  of 

'  «f  miad  when  she  was  only 

I  tsok  kr,  one  moniing  after 

k  virik  aw  dnough  the  large 

i^  WiBg  ife  Bost  considerable 

•  paraoB  of  my  posses- 

Tcry  fine  nuts, 

«■•  i£  ti»  kaMen  had  cfiscoTered  in  his 

As  he  was  the  only  person 

r  ^0^  1  ««s  nhligrd  to  take  liim 

I  «tJe»«t  Im  to  prepare  his  rifle, 

with  game. 

tbe  forest,  I  had 
m»>BBl»>lnB<  as  ESea  oAea  KoiipRl  to  pick 
■^  Mf^  «■<  dw  hmttet  kept  nngiiig  with  his 
ifMMiiM  WW  «diw  ■■  Ae  Inpe  of  getting  a 
Am.  HMiRg  dbeoKvnd  a  nve  where  there  was 
>  yti^y  «f  ft«i^  EBea  XBfipcd  to  gather  it, 
«Mk  1  protwdtd  ««  m  «  alofv  pae&  Suddenly 
A»  «ipM<i  Ml  goofiBo—  pantbcr,  ovepiug  cau- 
liMMfy  «p»  bb  hdhr  Wat  a  cat  in  the  direction 
I  ImmI  Mlcm,  luitil  he  should  be  near  etwugh  to 
ipring  upoQ  me:  for  these  aninak  are,  by  a 
UAiural  ioMinct,  rnahled  to  cakukte  their  dia- 
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tance  with  the  greatest  precision.  BresthJen 
with  terror  and  anxiety,  she  instantly  flew  towanla 
the  hunter,  and,  grasping  iiim  by  the  arm,  silently 
pointed  towards  the  ferocious  beast,  tliat  had  now 
adranced  within  a  dozen  paces  of  the  spot  where 
I  stood. 

"  Being  a  practised  ^rtsman,  as  well  as  an 
excellent  shot,  no  sooner  did  he  behold  the  pan- 
ther than  he  cocked  his  rifle,  and  gave  a  shrill 
whistle,  that  re-echoed  tlirough  the  forest.  Startled 
at  the  noise,  the  creature  paused  for  an  instant, 
ere  he  raised  himself  for  the  fatal  spring;  but, 
before  he  could  move  an  inch  farther,  the  hunter's 
bullet  hit  him  just  beneath  his  shoulder,  and, 
with  a  hideous  scream,  he  rolled  Ufeless  on  the 
ground. 

"  Tlie  discharge  of  the  rifle  followed  the  sound 
of  the  whisde  so  instantaneously,   that,  before  I 
could  turn  round,  the  animal  was  struggling  in 
the  agonies  of  death ;    and  almost  at  the  same 
time  I  found  Ellen  hanging  on  my  neck,  exclaim- 
ing,   "  God  be  praised !  my  dear  papa,  you  are 
safe  !"     I  gazed  upon  her  in  astonishment,  so  im- 
conscious  was  I  of  the  danger  from  which  she  had 
rescued  me :    for  had  she    lost  her   presence   of 
mind,  or  neglected  to  jxtint  out  the  panther  to  the 
hunter,    a    few    seconds   would   have   closed   my 
mortal  career. 

"  Since  that  day,  as  I  am  myself  a  tolerably  good 
shot,  I  invariably  take  a  gun  with  me  when  1  walk 
in  the  forest." 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY   OT 


A  sudden  thundering  at  the  outer  door  inter- 
rupted ourconvereation,  and  attracted  the  attentJoB 
of  the  wliole  houseliold.  We  sat  in  mute  sn*- 
pense,  listening  to  Patrick,  who  had  answered  tlm 
rude  summons,  and  was  talking  with  some  one 
that  replied  in  a  hoarse,  uncouth  tone  of  Toite 
Presently  after  a  loud  trampling,  like  the  iomid 
of  a  horse's  hoofs,  annonnccd  the  intmdo^ 
approach,  the  parlour  door  opened,  and  in  ynOui 
Patrick,  conducting  a  huge,  gigantic  Dutch  wig. 
goner,  upwards  of  six  feet  in  height,  with  a  beid 
like  a  bushel,  and  shoulders  as  square  as  the  side 
of  a  house.  He  had  a  large  slouched  Imt  on  his 
head,  which  resembled  an  eagle's  nest  upon  i 
watch-tower ;  in  the  band  was  stuck  a  half-a-' 
white  clay  pipes ;  and  in  his  hand  he  held 
long  whip  with  which  he  drove  his  team. 

"  Here,  your  honoiur,"  exclaimed  Patrick, 
tliey  entered  together;  "  here  is  an  overgrow 
outlandish  sort  of  a  monster,  with  bull's  eyes,  i 
a  head  like  a  washing  tub ;  a  cousin-german  to 
Mr.  Bruin  of  this  land  of  beasts,  or  some  sa 
savage  family,  if  I  may  judge  from  his  paws ; 
axing  the  gendefolks'  pardon,  he  has  no  mo 
manners  than  a  hog.  Besides,  your  honour,  his 
lingo  has  something  swinish  in  it  too,  and  the 
devil  relieve  the  schoolmaster  who  taught  it  hira; 
for  lie  can  neither  speak  Irish,  English,  nor 
American.  So,  by  Jasus  I  let  him  tell  hb  own 
story,  or  else  send  to  Carlisle  for  an  interpreter." 

The  enormous  waggoner  stood   all   thb  time 
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beliind  honest  Patrick,  above  whom  he  towered 
like  a  church  steeple ;  and,  finding  no  one  to  speak 
for  liim,  he  began,  with  a  thundering  voices  as 
follows :  — 

"  Ish  tish  von  Irish  mon  vasli  lives  here,  rot 
dejr  callsh  Donnovan  ?" 

My  cousin,  composing  his  countenance,  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  The  feUow  then  asked  whether 
he  was  sure  he  was  the  man. 

"  For,"  said  he,  •'  I  hash  got  von  letter  from 
von  stiffish  Quaker  at  Philadelphia,*  and  mit  tees 
quakers  tare  ish  alvesh  te  tj-vil  to  pay  mit  em,  an 
you  dush  not  stick  close  mit  his  horders." 

"  Don't  fear,"  said  Donnovan ;  "  you're  quite 
right,  so  give  me  the  letter." 

The  waggoner  now  took  off  his  hat,  and  having 
laid  it  and  his  whip  together  on  an  adjoining 
table,  he  pulled  oat  of  his  bosom  a  large  black 
leather  pocket-book,  stuffed  with  papers,  and  aa 
greasy  as  a  lamp-lighter's  apron,  and  began  rum- 
maging among  the  folds  to  find  that  addressed  to 
my  cousin.  After  a  tedious  search,  he  at  length 
drew  fortli  the  letter,  saying,  with  a  broad 
grin,— 

"  Here  it  ish  at  last ;  obber  I  not  slikall  part 
mit  it  till  you  dush  gif  me  fon  ritten  reslicct  for 
em  tat  I  can  show  to  te  Quaker  fen  I  goes  pack 
agen." 

"  Oh,  my  good  fellow !"  said  Donnovan ;  "  that's 
all  correct ;"  and,  ordering  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
be  began  to  write  the  receipt. 
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Patrick  now  whispered  in  my  ear,  "  When 
your  honour  see  such  a  huge  wild  beast  of  ti 
forest  before ;  or  did  you  ever  hear  such  a  sa^ 
lingo  as  he  spakes  ?  Big  as  he  is,  I  was 
near  wiping  him  down  with  my  cudgel, 
polishing  his  rough  surface  ;  for,  at  first,  he  wanie 
to  bolt  into  the  house  without  saying  why 
wherefore :  however,  I  lifted  up  my  oak  twig^  b 
way  of  a  hint,  when  he  became  as  mild  as  a 
and  asked  for  the  owner  of  the  house.  E' 
tlien,  I  hardly  knew  how  to  admit  such  a  monsi 
iiito  the  presence  of  two  Irish  gentlemen." 

The  receipt  was  at  length  written ;  but  Patrick! 
wit,  and  the  wild  stare  of  tlie  Dutchman,  thret 
us  into  a  fit  of  laughter  j  and  he,  from  s}inpaflij 
laughed  as  loud  as  the  rest,  although  lie  under 
stood  nothing  of  what  was  said. 

"  There,"  said  Patrick,  "  you  see  how  th 
stupid  brute  butts  liis  own  ribs:  why  he's  Hu 
biggest  noodle  that  ever  peeled  a  potato  !" 

My  cousin  now  ordered  tlie  boor  a  dram;  who 
said,  as  he  took  the  glass, — 

"  Zo,  man,  tat  ish  ferry  goot.  I  lovsh  a  trop 
of  tee  shnaps." 

After  drinking  it  dowTi  at  a  single  draught,  be 
drew  a  long  breath,  and  added, — 

"  Ha  !  tat  ish  te  real  stufsh  :  tankee,  mynheefi 
Zukzess  to  you !" 

He  then  put  his  hat  on  one  side  of  his  headi 
and,  taking  up  his  whip,  marched  oQ'  with  tbo 
same  gait  witli  which  he  had  entered,  to  the  great 
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amusement  of  us  all.  Jemmy  accomj>anied  him 
to  the  door,  being  fearful  lest  iiis  fellow  servant, 
who  evidently  regarded  his  vulgarity  witli  no  very 
complacent  feeling,  might  commence  a  quarreL 
When  he  came  back,  he  exclaimed, — 

"  By  my  soul  !  but  Uiat  animal  only  wants  the 
hair  to  grow  upon  his  hide,  and  a  pair  of  homs 
upon  his  head,  to  be  as  complete  a  brute  as  ever 
ate  grass.  If  I  had  him  in  Ireland,  I'd  show  him 
at  the  fairs,  and  make  my  fortune  out  of  him,  all, 
intirely." 

"  Faith  !"  said  Patrick,  "  if  you  were  only  to 
tie  a  short-pointed  stick  to  his  forehead,  and  call 
him  a  uniconi,  the  devil  a  mother's  son  would 
know  him  to  be  a  man." 

After  another  hearty  laugh,  my  cousin  0{)ened 
his  packet,  which  was  from  his  agent,  enclosing  a 
letter  from  his  son.  Donnovan,  who  instantly 
recognised  the  handwriting,  opened  it  in  haste, 
and  read  as  follows  :  ^ 


"  Calcutta,  May  5th. 
"  My  dear  father, 

"  By  the  greatest  good  fortune  I  arrived  this 
morning  at  Calcutta,  having  obtained  leave  of 
absence  to  quit  my  post  at  Benares,  and  return  to 
Europe  for  two  years.  I  have  been  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  colonel,  and  am  in  hopes,  during  my 
stay  in  London,  whither  I  sliall  go  first,  to  be 
able  to  obtain  a  regiment  at  home;  for  I  am 
really  tired  of  this  terrible  hot  country,  where  my 
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health  lias  greatly  suffered.  Such  are  my  plans' 
and,  if  I  can  accomplish  them,  I  ^liall  be  able 
to  keep  nearer  to  my  relations  than  heretofore 
Your  letter  of  last  June  afforded  nie  the  most 
heartfelt  satisfaction ;  first,  to  hear  tluu  those 
whom  I  love  best  in  this  world  are  well;  and 
next,  that  you,  my  dear  father,  have  become  at 
length  contented  with  a  retirement  wliich  I  long 
to  visit. 

**  Now,  my  dear  father,  I  most  inform  you, 
that  I  shall  sail  from  this  port  for  London  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days,  where  I  shall  probably 
arrive  shortly  after  you  receive  my  letter.  I 
bes<:«ch  vou  to  write  to  me  immediately,  to  the 
cai\»  of  my  bankers,  Messrs.  Kansom  and  Co., 
I^KII  Mall,  and  let  me  know  your  wishes ;  whether 
I  aM  fira  to  visit  Ireland  to  see  my  uncle,  or 
Coatr  owr  to  you  ?  I  shall  await  your  orders  in 
JfftfAnMk^  as  I  know  not  exactly  whether  you  wish 
■M  to  go  to  Ireland  or  not." 


**  A  dutiful  and  afiectionate  son,  cousin,"  said 
DonnovaOt  as  the  tear  trembled  in  his  deep  blue 

TIm«  twrning  to  his  wife,  he  exclaimed,  "  Thank 
Owl !  n^  dear,  our  son  James  will  spare  us  the 
KWlMk  <lf  (WV  to  Curtipc :  his  letter  has  re- 
IImwI  mm  of  a  do^r  that  would  have  been  exceed- 
)|M(^  irkauMW  to  mr  iiN>ling«.  I  shall  send  him, 
|Mr  (W  Ar*t  0|>|iortuiut]r,  an  ample  power  of  at- 
MnI  Elkm  miMt  do  the  same.     All  will 
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DOW  be  as  well  done  as  if  we  were  lo  go  our- 
jelves." 

"  Praise  be  to  God  !"  said  Mrs.  Donno>-an. 
"  You  see,  my  love,  how  much  better  matten 
have  turned  out  than  you  anticipated.  Our  son 
will  do  every  tiling,  and  we  sliali  remain  where 
we  are,  in  peace  and  contentment." 

Ellen  and  Charles,  who  had  just  returned  &om 
the  river,  laden  witli  a  full  basket  of  golden, 
crimson-spotted  trout,  were  in  ecstasies  at  this 
unexpected  news ;  for  the  idea  of  a  separation  had 
evidently  depressed  the  spirits  of  both. 

"  Long  life  and  success  to  the  colonel,  our 
noble  young  master  !"  shouted  Patrick. 

His  master  took  the  hint,  and  immetliately 
handed  him  a  tumbler  of  punch  to  drink  the 
Ojlonel's  health ;  and  we  all  filled  our  glasses 
with  the  same  intent- 

"  Now,"  said  I,  "  since  it  is  dccideil  that  you 
are  to  remain  in  America,  I  am  not  afraid  to 
show  you  a  poetical  effusion  of  mine ;"  and,  diaw- 
jng  a  paper  from  my  pocket,  I  handed  it  to  my 

}usin.  His  ejes  glistened  and  filled  with  tears 
he  glanced  at  the  title;  then,  after  a  short 
pause,  wiih  great  feeling  and  emphasis  he  read 
aloud  as  follows  :  — 
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AH!  WHERE  GROWS  THE  MYRl 

Bctponte  of  the  Gemut  of  Ireland  to  tme  of  ker  e* 
America. 

Ah  !  where  grows  the  myrtle,  the  green  myrtle  tr| 

Wliose  brandies  I  robb'd  when  a  boy  ? 
its  sprigs  anJ  sweet  flowVets,  blooming  for  me, 

I  placed  in  my  bosom  with  joy. 
Oh !  learn,  son  of  Erin,  thy  favourite  grows 

Far,  fur  on  the  banks  of  the  Lee, 
Whose  soft  murmuring  current  mourns,  as  it  Aom 

Thine  absence  beyond  the  salt  sea. 

There  shamrocks,  green  ivy,  and  white  blossom'd  I 

With  bright  yellow  furze,  firesh  and  gay, 
Impcarl'd  with  tlie  glittering  dew  drops  of  mom, 

Exhale  their  sweet  odours  to  May. 
But,  all  I  long-lost  son,  all  those  beauties  you  pra 

Which  cover  thy  dear  native  land. 
Cruel  agents  and  hard-hcnrted  landlords  despise- 

They  fade  by  oppression's  hard  hand. 

Slowly  home  pace  tbc  herds,  and  seem  to  partake 

The  gloom  that  diffuses  around ; 
No  gay  wedding  songs,  nor  the  poor  peasant's  wal 

To  the  lively  shrill  bsigpipes  resound  I 
The  trumpet's  hoarse  blast,  spreading  direful  alaril 

Now  l)ui-sts  on  the  genial  gales ; 
And  the  roll  of  the  drum,  beating  promptly  to 

Resounds  through  my  once  peaceful  vales. 

Then  cease,  thou  poor  exile,  to  think  of  thy  grovt 
Of  youth's  fondest  transports  the  scene,  — 

Of  thy  fairy  delights,  thy  rambles,  thy  loves. 
Of  the  gay  evening  dance  on  the  green  I 
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From  all  art  thou  banish'd ;  —  may  God  be  thy  guide 

Thy  soul  here  indigoADt  would  bum  : 
In  peace  may  thy  bones  in  a  strange  land  abide. 

In  bhss  may  thy  spirit  return  I 

W.    BtlABJLZOS. 

After  reading  this  effusion,  he  shook  me  by  the 
hand,  and  said, — 

"  Thanks,  brother !  it  will  often  serve  to  re- 
mind me  of  you :  for  my  wife  will  set  it  to  music, 
and  Ellen  shall  sing  it  to  us  every  day." 

The  period  had  now  arrived  wlien,  owing  to 
my  militarj'  engagements,  it  was  necessary  I  shouJd 
bid  adieu  to  my  kind-hearted  and  affectionate 
relatives.  On  the  morning  of  my  departure,  when 
we  were  assembled  at  the  breakfast  table,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  fare,  a  large  plate  of  buck- 
wheat cakes,  and  another  full  of  fresh  honey  in 
the  comb,  were  placed  before  us. 

"  Cousin,"  said  Donnovan,  "  I  got  the  meal  of 
which  those  cakes  are  made  from  the  mill  yes- 
terday ;  it,  as  well  as  the  honey,  is  of  lliia  season, 
—  the  first  fruits  of  our  fields,  which  we  offer  to 
our  blood  relation.  All  we  regret  is  the  necessity 
of  parting  with  him  so  soon.  Once  more,  how- 
ever, let  me  remind  you  of  what  I  owe  to  your 
father ;  and  if  ever  you  should  have  need  of  help, 
in  any  way,  half  of  what  I  possess  is  at  your  dis- 
posal I  have  taught  my  children  to  think  with 
gratitude  of  their  great  uncle,  your  father  :  I  am 
persuaded  they  will  fulfil  my  wishes,  in  dividing 
witli  )'ou  their  property,  if  you  should  have  need 
of  it,  when  I  am  numbered  with  the  dead." 
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I  SIGHED  as  I  took  leave  of  this  happy  family,  and 
moved  slowly  on  towards  head-quarters.  My 
road  lay  through  an  immense  forest  of  while  pines, 
that  skirted  the  western  division  of  the  valley  of 
Ligonier :  it  was  composed  of  trees  from  forty  to 
fifty  feet  in  height,  destitute  of  brancl»es  until 
within  tliree  or  four  feet  of  their  tops,  where  the 
foliage  is  extremely  thick ;  and,  uniting  together, 
forms  an  impenetrable  canopy,  through  which 
the  rays  of  the  sun  never  penetrate.  Below,  there 
is  so  little  underwood,  that  one  can  see  a  mile  all 
around  between  the  trees.  The  gloomy  shade 
produced  by  these  tufted  pines,  joined  to  the 
murmuring  of  the  wind  amongst  tlieir  branches, 
is  apt  to  produce  in  the  mind  of  the  traveller 
feelings  of  melanclwly  wb'iSt  journeyuig  within 
the  precincts  of  the  forest. 

I  really  found  myself  beginning  to  be  over- 
whelmed with  sadness :  and  was  not  a  little  de- 
lighted when  we  emerged  in  the  open  plain,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  after  beheld,  sparkling  in  tlie 
simbeams,  the  clear  and  rapid  waters  of  the  Ju- 
niata, whose  romantic  banks  appeared  doubly 
beautiful  and  interesting  when  contrasted  with 
the  sombre  spot  we  had  just  quitted. 
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We  made  a  good  day's  joumeV)  and  slept  in  a 
dirty  log-house  upon  tlie  floor,  in  the  same  apart- 
ment with  all  the  family,  there  being  only  one 
room  besides  the  kitchen ;  and,  though  they  sup- 
plied us  with  clean  straw,  the  fleas  pestered  me  so 
that  I  had  but  little  rest.  My  ser\ant  Tliomas, 
who  suffered  in  a  similar  manner,  ran  out  into 
the  open  air,  where  he  undressed  himself,  and 
having  shaken  his  clothes,  he  put  them  on  again ; 
after  which  he  walked  about  until  break&st  tim«i 
to  keep  himself  free  from  the  tormenting  vermin. 
I  was  obliged  to  follow  his  example  before  I  could 
find  jx-ace  from  tlieir  bites ;  and  the  moment  we 
had  done  breakfast,  I  bade  adieu  to  "  Fle« 
Hall." 

About  midday  we  arrived  at  head-quarten, 
where  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  receiving  an  affec- 
tionate welcome  from  my  guardian.  He  imme- 
diately took  me  with  him  to  the  commander-in- 
chief;  who,  after  a  polite  reception,  informed  me 
I  was  appointed  to  the  rank  of  deputy  quarter- 
master-general of  the  cavalry;  and  that  I  must 
commence  duty  on  the  morrow.  The  rest  of  the 
day  I  spent  with  my  guardian,  who  was  highly 
pleased  with  the  description  I  gave  hira  of  Don- 
novan,  his  residence,  and  his  noble  feelinga  and 
sentiments. 

I  found  many  of  my  brother  officers  verj' 
gentlemanly  men,  whilst  others  were  perfect 
clowns;  coarse,  vulgar  fellows,  with  whom  I  never 
associated  except  when  on  duty. 
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Whenever  we  became  attached  to  the  vanguard, 
then,  indeed,  I  found  myself  in  congenial  socictv ; 
because  there  was  a  volunteer  corps  of  gentlemen 
in  tliat  part  of  tlie  army,  many  of  whom  had 
been  my  intimate  acquaintances  at  Philadelphia; 
and  we  now  renewed  our  former  friendship.  Tliey 
were  a  ^set  of  young  baclielors ;  merry  fellows, 
who  were  determined  to  be  happy  under  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  a  soldier's  life ;  and  performetl  a 
campaign  of  about  tliree  hundred  and  forty  English 
miles,  and  back  again,  on  foot,  with  a  cheerfulness 
and  courage  truly  remarkable  for  men  who  liad 
been  educated  in  the  lap  of  luxury. 

It  has  been  previously  stated,  that  we  were 
employed  to  quell  an  insurrection  which  com- 
menced in  the  most  western  parts  of  the  province ; 
the  army,  therefore,  penetrated  as  far  as  Wash- 
ington, and  from  thence  to  Fort  Pitt,  an  incon- 
siderable town  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers 
Alleghany  and  Monangaliela,  which  by  tlieir 
union  form  the  great  stream  of  the  Ohio,  remark- 
able for  its  depth,  rapidity,  and  tlie  fertility  of  ita 
banks. 

Our  campaign  began  at  tl>e  commencement  of 
the  autumn,  but  did  not  close  until  the  winter 
was  nearly  finished.  In  passing  to  tlje  westward, 
we  crossed  the  Blue  Mountains,  called  by  the 
common  people  the  "  Blue  Ridge."  Tliey  ex- 
tend from  south-west  to  north-east  (lessening  to- 
wards the  north),  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  continent  of  America.  On  the  northern  side 
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of  tkew  Monntiins  in  the  month  of  October,  the 
aaow  lay  several  inches  thick,  and  winter  reigned 
in  all  its  sereritr  at  their  summits;  but  ere  we 
iMfd  descended  one  dnrd  on  the  southern  and 
wgaletu  sade^  spni^  regaled  our  senses  n-ilh  it3 
■ccompanving  rerdore  and  flowers.  Half  way 
down  the  declirity  we  found  English  raspberries 
and  strawberries  in  abundance;  and  on  arriNnng 
iu  the  plam,  the  autumnal  fruits,  such  as  applesi 
&C.,  were  stiD  hanging  upon  the  branches.  Thus 
we  experienced  winter,  spring,  summer,  and  au- 
tumn in  a  distance  of  about  fifteen  miles  from 
the  base  on  one  side,  until  we  arrived  at  the  base 
on  tlie  other. 

Haring  advanced  upon  the  low  ground  some 
tliirtv  to  forty  miles,  we  were  assuled  with  bad 
weather.  Continuing  our  march,  however,  we 
got  a  considerable  distance  ahead  of  ilie  main 
body,  that  was  detained  by  the  state  of  the  roads 
and  continual  rains.  Tl»e  spot  where  we  were 
encamped  «-as  a  flat,  surrounded  witli  forests; 
and  tlie  rain  fell  in  such  quantities,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  dig  small  canals  romid  our  huts,  which, 
notwitlistanding,  were  several  times  inundated. 
I  ought  rather  to  call  tl>em  bush-house^  for  they 
were  constructed  with  branches  of  trees,  and 
whatever  else  we  could  collect :  tliey  proved  a 
bad  defence  against  the  weailier;  for  we  were 
drenched  to  the  skui  for  seven  or  eight  days  in 
succession,   mitil   the  waggons  arrived  with  our 

*'*'1tS> 


AV   IRISH   TRAVEIXER. 


203 


In  tills  dismal  position,  witli  scarcely  any  thing 
to  eat,  constantly  wet,  and  lying  on  the  bare 
ground,  we  were  only  kept  alive  by  a  little  bread 
and  brandy ;  which  the  commissary,  with  much 
difficulty,  contrived  to  transport  to  us  through  the 
deep  muddy  roads,  where  the  waggons  frequendy 
stuck  fast,  and  were  not  extricated  without  the 
greatest  trouble  and  labour. 

This  sort  of  life  brought  on  a  disease  that  sent 
several  of  our  corps  to  their  long  homes.  TTiey 
were  at  first  afflicted  with  swelled  feet  and  fingers: 
these  swellings  either  extended  over  the  body, 
and  produced  death,  or  else  what  are  called 
trhillmci  ox  fchm  :  and  a  more  painful  gathering 
sore  cannot  well  be  imagined.  They  require  to 
be  lanced  to  the  bone,  which  must  be  scraped 
before  they  heal.  I  liad  one  on  each  hand ;  and, 
after  the  first  lancing,  they  gathered  again.  The 
surgeon  then  opcne<l  them  a  second  time,  and 
scraped  the  bone ;  after  which  painful  operation 
they  quickly  disappeared. 

To  add  to  our  misfortunes,  the  forests  near  us 
were  infested  with  panthers  ;  and  we  were  only 
defended  from  their  attacks  by  piquets  placed  at 
small  intervals.  Fires  were  kept  burning  during 
the  whole  night,  and  a  volley  was  fired  whenever 
the  well-known  scream  announced  the  vicinity  of 
these  ferocious  animals.  Several  of  the  horses 
that  strayed  into  the  woods  returned  badly 
wounded ;  while  others  were  actually  devoured. 
The  panther  b  a  very  dangerous  animal ;  for  he 
K  6 
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creepti  upon 


Ills 


prey 


like  a  cat.     The  hun 


I 


however,  who  frequented  those  forests,  told  n 
tliey  <litl  not  so  much  fear  tliem  by  night  aa  by 
day.  Ill  the  day  time  they  often  lie  conceiM 
in  a  leafy  tree,  and  it  is  difficult  to  discover  thai; 
but  of  the  darkest  night,  a  panther's  eyes  can  bt 
seen  to  glare  at  least  fuelve  to  fifteen  yards  &rtlMr 
than  he  could  spring,  and  they  then  shoot  hiffl 
more  easily  ;  because,  there  being  notlung  riablt 
but  the  eyes,  their  aim  is  certain,  and  they  uf 
sure  to  hit  him  in  the  head.  I  have  been  told  b; 
exi>erienced  hunters,  that  the  eyes  of  a  betf, 
which  are  much  smaller  than  those  of  a  panther, 
also  can  be  seen  to  shine  of  a  dark  night. 

We  were  exceedingly  rejoiced  when  the  weatbrt 
became  fair,  and    the  main  body   of  the 
drew  near  enough  to  permit  us  to  quit  a  pi 
wiiich  had  become  truly  irksome  and  melanchc 
from  the  recollection  of  several  of  our  brave 
panions,  who  had  there  met  with  an   untimt 
grave. 

The  insurrection  being  entirely  subdued, 
having  taken  about  four  or  five  hundred  prisoneG^y 
wc   marched   forward    to  Wasliington    and   Fd^l 
Pitt,  where  we  found  ourselves  surrounded  by  a 
friendly  people,  who  treated  us  with  great  kin^H 
ness  and  hospitality.  ^B 

Tlie  weather,  during  our  stay,  contiiuied  mild 
antl  steady,  although  it  was  now  the  commence- 
ment of  winter.  A  few  inches  of  snow  covered_ 
the  ground,  but  the  sky  was  clear,  and  the 
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in  the  middle  of  the  day,  warm  and  agreeab)o. 
One  of  my  brother  officers,  whose  relations  Uved 
in  the  town,  and  who  had  frequently  Ix-en  there 
before,  proposed  that  several  of  us  should  make  a 
shooting  excursion  with  him  into  the  forests  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Alleghany,  about  twenty 
miles  off,  near  the  banks  of  ilio  Ohio. 

"  There,"  said  he,  "  lives  an  old  acquaintance 
of  mine,  a  certain  Major  Semple,  who  formerly 
serred  in  the  army  of  tlie  republic  He  is  a 
strange,  romantic  sort  of  a  man,  neitlier  sat'age 
nor  civilised,  and  who  shuns  botli  savage  and 
civilised  society.  An  eccentric  being ;  a  fellow  of 
fine  talents,  good  sense,  and  sound  judgment,  but 
differing  so  entirely  in  his  opinions  and  habits 
from  any  other  individual  with  whom  I  am  ac- 
quainted, that  I  really  cannot  describe  him  to 
yon.  You  must  see  him  and  hear  him  converse, 
and  then  form  your  own  opinion.  Besides," 
continued  he,  "  all  the  way,  from  the  banks  of 
the  Alleghany  to  his  dwelUng  you  may  amuse 
yourselves  with  shooting  squirrels,  pigeons,  wild 
turkeys,  pheasants,  &c. ;  for  you  are  sure  of  finding 
them  in  abundance." 

"  Enough,"  said  I ;  "  if  it  were  only  to  see  the 
major,  I  would  walk  fifty  miles,  independent  of 
the  attractions  of  the  sport  you  mention,  which 
would  in  itself  be  a  sufficient  inducement." 

"  This  Major  Semple,"  said  my  guardian,  "  I 
have  heard  of  before ;  and  I  am  well  persuaded 
there  is  noth'mg  more  curious  and  interesting  in 
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the  oe^bbourhood  than  the  major  and  his  fort- 
afie&  As  this  gentleman  has  jiistl}'  remarked,  it 
is  weH  worth  while  to  hear  such  an  extraordinar}- 
■nn  give  an  account  of  himself." 

•*  Oh !"  said  my  friend,  "  you  will  find  him  a 
akr<p«xl,  cJerer  feUow ;  and  he  sometimes  satirises 
life  with  great  truth  and  severitj-.  Now, 
'  continued  he,  "  I  shall  expect  to  see 
with  his'  fowling-piece,  and  a  good 
Wfiphr  of  poiwfkr  and  diot :  with  a  bottle  of  some 
kiMl  of  liqaor,  and  a  loaf  of  bread  in  his  havre- 
ndu  As  far  meat,  we  eannoc  want  for  it ;  but 
hrMd  wr  must  take,  our  host  being  a  perfect 
«M  mha;  and,  when  be  happens  to  have  expended 
lii  Madt  of  floor*  he  will  lire  for  months  on  meat 
wmI  pilrtnnr^  without  dunking  to  send  for  a  fresh 
WHp^  Of  fredh  Tfgf  flih  I,  he  generally  poeBesses 
•ndhaa^aee^  Aepradnoe  of  has  own  garden;  he 
having  tMlght  Im  wifc^  *^  b  a  savage,  all  his 
Uiiill^i  of  IwtKallanL  It  would  be  difficult 
I*  iMi  •  ««•«  estmorfiBaiT  being  than  Major 
SWiflik  H»  focs  doAed  like  the  saTsges.  He 
it  ft  WON  <«>wii«<g  — il  iiiiiii ;  which,  added  to 
Ml  niwwtninii  ht  mmnrngf  with  an  Indian  tribe, 
m  wM  m  hit  bring  a  ddUul  hunter  and  an  in- 
tnyiik)  warrior,  kv^fks  the  nativps  in  awe.  li^lien 
h»  |Mita  h»  tiAs  to  his  ahonUer,  nothing  can 
««c«|«#  Mm.  AlMigit  the  dbwigiuo  he  poaacaies 
(M«  MtWMMrclhMHy  character  far  piowrw ;  his  iso- 
UNd  caatk^  thervfart^  standi  aeeare  and  nnmo- 
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wA  by  tlie  hunting  tribes,  wlio  sometimes  pass 


to  it  in  tht?ir  excursions." 
This  account  raised  my  curiosity  to  the  highest 
itch,  especially  as, 


ig  the  best  marksman  of 
our  corps,  I  felt  a  secret  anxiety  to  see  the  famous 
hunter,  who,  it  was  reported,  could  drive  a  nail 
into  an  oaken  plank,  by  several  successive  di»- 
charges  of  a  rifle-ball,  at  the  distance  of  one  hun- 
dred paces.' 

Our  party,  being  prepared  for  an  excursion  of 
several  days,  we  at  length  set  out,  and  I  prevailed 
upon  niy  guardian  to  accompany  us.  It  was  the 
month  of  December ;  and,  though  the  snow  lay 
upon  the  ground  about  three  or  four  inclies  deep, 
it  in  nowise  impeded  our  march,  or  damped  our 
ardour  for  sporting. 

We  had  each  a  stock  of  bread,  as  my  friend 
proposed;  and  our  canteens  were  filled  with 
various  sorts  of  wine  and  cordials ;  for  be  assured 
us  they  would  pro\'e  a  treat  where  we  wei"e  going 
to  take  up  our  quarters. 

*•  The  major,"  said  he,  "  is  a  sober  man,  though 
he  likes  a  glass  of  whisky,  and  alwap  keeps  a 
good  stock :  but  those  visitors  who  wish  to  please 
him  take  with  them  dififerent  sorts  of  wines  and 
liquors,  which,  after  having  drunk  of  his  whisky, 
they  beg  him  to  taste.  Tliis  gratifies  him ;  and 
he  will  sometimes  drink  half  a  dozen  glasses,  when 
he  becomes  animated ;  and  generally  recounts  his 

'  No  uncommon  feat  among  the  natives  of  Kentucky 
at  the  present  day. 
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extraordinary  adventures.  If,  percliance,  a  guesi 
should  be  so  imprudent  as  to   produce  his  own 

liijiior  first,  and  invite  the  major  to  drink  befm? 
he  has  taken  a  glass  or  two  of"  his  own  wliiskj, 
lie  is  offended.  He  will  not  refuse  the  first  glass 
offered  to  him,  but  he  will  take  no  more,  and  ij 
silent  and  sullen  during  the  time  the  guest  re- 
mains with  him  ;  unless  he  should  be  a  discemiag 
man,  and,  discovering  the  cause,  say, — 

"  '  Come,  major,  jou  have  tasted  our  liquor, 
treat  us  to  some  of  yours.'  He  then  immediately 
orders  the  whisky  to  be  produced ;  and,  after  a 
few  glasses  are  drunk,  and  praised,  lie  forgets  the 
aflVont,  and  becomes  as  gay  as  ever." 

We  began  our  march  very  early  of  a  cold  frosty 
morning ;  not,  however,  before  we  had  first  for- 
tified our  stomachs  with  a  good  breakfast  of  hot 
coffee,  ^gs,  buckwheat,  cakes  and  butter,  &c. 
&c.  Crossing  the  river  Alleghany,  just  above  its 
confluence  with  the  Monangahela,  we  found  it 
extremely  rapid,  and  the  water  so  clear,  that,  at 
the  depth  of  three  or  four  fathoms,  we  coidd  count 
everj'  stone  on  the  bottom.  We  were,  at  first, 
astonished  and  alarmed  to  see  the  immense  rocks, 
which,  in  several  spots,  appeared  beneath  the 
water.  These,  though  dispersed  all  over  the  bed 
of  the  river,  instead  of  being  dangerous,  are  of 
great  utility;  for  the  rapid  current,  sti-iking  against 
them,  is  repelled  in  eddies  or  counter-currents; 
and  the  velocity  of  the  main  stream  being  thus 
retarded,  boats  are  enabled  to  pass  from  one  shore 
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to  tlie  otlier  almost  in  a  direct  line,  or  vdth  very 
little  lose.  In  other  parts,  where  there  are  no 
large  rocks,  vessels  are  swept  down  by  the  current 
near  a  mile  before  they  reach  the  opposite  banlc. 

Having  attained  the  Indian  side,  as  it  is  called, 
—  for  at  that  time  there  were  no  settlements  on 
the  western  bank,  —  we  proceeded  on  our  excur- 
sion towards  the  chateau  of  Major  Semple.  Our 
road  lay  through  an  interminable  range  of  forests, 
oomposed  of  plane,  oak,  chestnut,  beech,  ebn, 
ash,  maple,  walnut,  and  several  other  sorts  of 
trees  indigenous  to  the  soil,  whose  names  I  cannot 
express  in  Englisli,  but  all  of  a  very  large  growth. 
A  iffodigious  quantity  of  squirrels  were  to  be  seen 
playing  amongst  the  branches  of  the  nut-trees; 
and  pigeons  abounded  every  where  in  vast  flocks. 

At  length  we  came  to  a  spot  where  we  found 
wild  turkies  *  ;  and  there  our  real  sport  began.  It 
was  only  the  practised  sportsmen  and  myself, 
however,  who  liad  any  great  success ;  the  others 
being  too  ardent,  and  bad  marksmen  witlial,  only 
frightened  the  birds  away.  Wc,  on  the  contrary, 
who  went  slowly  to  work,  made  fierce  havoc 
amongst  the  feathered  race.  My  young  companions 
were  vexed  to  see  me,  when  three  or  four  of  them 
had  missed  a  bird,  coolly  take  up  my  stand,  and, 
aAer  allowing  the  game  to  run  some  score  and  a 

•  The  wild  turkey  of  the  American  forests  generally  weighs 
from  twenty  to  thirty  pounds,  and  is  dioM  delicious  food> 
They  arc  nlmofit  univen>aUy  killed  with  a  single  b«ll. 
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half  paces  further  ia  advance,  quietly  bring  the 
rifle  to  my  shoulder,  and  turn  Iiim  over  upon  the 
green  sward,  by  passiivg  a  ball  scarcely  equalling 
a  cherry  stone  in  size  tlirough  liis  body. 

Our  friend  was  now  obliged  to  check  the  ardour 
of  the  pursuit ;  for,  having  flushed  some  pheasants, 
we  were  marking  them  down,  and  following  them 
by  quite  a  different  route  from  that  which  led  to 
the  major's  dweDing.  However,  we  were  all  well 
loaded  with  game,  and  we  now  determined  to 
continue  our  march  in  a  direct  line. 

We  kept  on  at  a  brisk  walk  for  some  hours,  and 
were  not  a  little  fatigued  with  the  weight  we  carried 
when  we  arrived  at  a  part  of  tlte  forest  composed 
entirely  of  oaks,  which  our  guide  told  us  was  not 
verj"  far  frtim  our  destination.  Indeed,  we  could 
see  there  was  a  large  opening  in  the  trees  just 
before  us ;  but,  although  so  near,  our  lads  seeing 
Um  aqoirreis  and  pigeons  again  in  great  quantities, 
wcmiilinnrfd  their  tiriiig. 

**  Hmrev"  said  our  guide,  as  we  stoped  to  rest 
omwhfni.  ** there  is  the  major's  log-house  and 
KtrtifieatMHW  in  the  centre  of  a  white  oak  forest,  at 
tht'  Hiot  of*  small  hill,  the  only  rising  ground  for 
•»wr»l  iniks  round.  Its  summit  defends  his 
houM-  fi»n«  the  north  wind,  and  serves,  at  the 
•tttito  iiiiHN  for  n  fort.  Tl»e  neighbouring  country 
U-tnt:  rim  until  \*ou  get  dose  to  tlie  right  bank  of 
\\w  OUixS  this  miinenoe  is  a  most  commanding 
|H«iittui,  front  wheDoe  he  on  see  tlirough  the 
Huv«t»  for  WMM  miki  woand  him." 


1 


AS   IRISH  TRiirELLER. 


211 


This  military  sa^-age  as  we  afterwards  learned, 
Ii^ipened  to  return  home  from  a  hmiting  excur- 
sion, very  late  in  the  day  on  which  we  arrived ; 
mnd,  hearing  our  firing  in  the  forest,  in  an  instant 
he  was  on  his  platform  with  a  spy-glass,  to  see  who 
they  were  who  dared  to  shoot  within  the  purlieus 
of  his  domain.  He  first  sent  out  his  scout,  to 
reconnoitre  the  enemy ;  but,  long  before  the  return 
of  the  Indian,  he  had  distinguished  tliat  we  were 
civilised  men,  and  immediately  he  came  forlli  with 
his  son,  a  young  lad  of  about  sixteen  years  old, 
to  meet  us. 

1  was  the  fii-st  who  discerned  them  through  the 
trees;  and  I  exclaimed  to  my  Fort- Pitt  friend, 
who  happened  to  be  near  me, — 

"  See !  there  are  a  couple  of  savages  approach- 
ing us :  had  we  not  better  collect  our  scattered 
forces,  lest  we  should  be  surprised  by  them?"  Each 
of  our  party  was  provided  with  a  whistle,  to  em- 
ploy in  case  of  emergency,  and  which  could  be 
ItcMrtl  ill  Uiuse  echoing  forests  to  a  very  great 
distance.  My  companion  looked  a  little  alarmed 
al  first;  and  I  liad  already  put  my  whisde  to  my 
moutl),  when  he  stoped  me  by  exclaiming,  — 

**  Hold  f  I  see,  now,  it  is  the  major  and  his 
■on.  Come,  let  us  hasten  towards  tliem."  The 
meetiiig  of  my  friend  with  the  major  and  liis 
son  was  extreemly  cordial.  Wlien  I  was  intro- 
duced to  him,  he  shook  me  by  the  hand  witli  a 
truly  savage  air;  but,  on  being  informed  that  I 
was  the  best  marksman  at  Fort  Pitt,  or,  indeed,  in 
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Uie  army,  he  eyed  me  steadily-  from  head  to  fool, 
for  a  second  or  two,  then  giving  me  his  band 
again,  he  said,  in  a  mild  tone  of  voice,  singularly 
contrasted  with  the  air  of  perfect  savagery  that 
distinguished  his  deiKirtment,  "  We  must  be 
friends :  I  respect  all  those  whose  courage,  skill, 
and  fertility  in  expedients,  enables  them  to  fiw 
wherever  chance  may  throw  tliem,  without  the 
aid  of  a  butcher,  who  assassinates  cattle  as  I  wonlJ 
a  roving  savage  with  my  hatchet." 

The  introduction  being  over,  we  moved  on  to- 
wards his  castle;  and,  as  we  proceede<l,  I  put  roj 
call  to  my  lips,  and  gave  a  shrill  whistle,  that  wa» 
heard  far  and  near  through  the  forest.  Tbe 
major  and  his  son  halted  instantly,  and,  unsUngii^ 
their  rifles  with  a  rapid  motion,  prepared  for  ac- 
tion. Tlie  father,  rolling  his  eagle  eye,  full  of 
file,  all  around,  said, — 

"  What  have  you  seen  that  alarms  yon  ?  Is  it 
possible  the  natives  are  coming  upon  us  withoat 

either    I    or    my    son    liaving    dUoovpreH    them?" 

"  Ob,  no,"  said;  I  "  don't  mind  my  whistle:  it  is  tbe 
signal  we  have  agreed  upon  to  collect  our  strag- 
gling party,  lest  they  should  pass  by  your  rea- 
dence." 

"  Very  prudently  imagined,"  replied  the  Major; 
"for  my  little  fortress,  though  near  at  hand,  is 
not  easily  distinguished  through  the  trees.  We 
had,  therefore,  better  halt  until  they  come  up; 
when   1  shall  conduct  you  all  safely  within  my 
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tiBcalions,  where  no  enemy  has  ever  dared  put 
a  foot :  for,  as  yet,  I  always  liave  been  successful 
in  killing  or  beating  off  all  those  who  attempted 
it.  Do  not  conclude,  however,  that  I  fire  indiscri- 
mioately  at  every  wild  man  who  approaches.  No  ! 
ttr  be  it  from  me  to  refuse  hospitality  to  those 
who  ask  it :  I  only  make  war  against  the  depre- 
dators, who  are  a  species  of  outlaws,  belonging  to 
no  tribe,  and  the  enemies  of  all." 

After  another  shrill  whistle  or  two,  our  comrades 
joined  us.  My  friend  introduced  each  man  by 
name  to  tlie  Major;  who  now  took  a  path  to  the 
right,  and  led  the  way  by  the  nearest  route  to  his 
dwelling.  We  followed  him  in  a  field,  and  had 
scarcely  walked  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  when  several 
fine  large  turkeys  were  discovered  on  a  tree  im- 
mediately before  us.  They  stretched  out  their 
necks,  looked  alarmed,  and  seemed  ready  to  fly, 
altliough  we  all  stooped,  and  were  as  silent  as 
death.  The  Major  and  his  son,  however,  had 
cocked  their  rifles,  and  I  was  not  behind  hand ; 
so  that  we  all  three  fired  at  the  same  instant,  just 
as  tliev  were  about  to  rise  upon  the  wing.  Three 
fine  birds  fell  to  the  ground.  Our  young  sports- 
men also  fired ;  but  their  shots  were  harmless,  for 
they  were  so  long  getting  ready,  that  the  turkeys 
had  already  flown  bej'ond  the  range  of  their 
guns. 

Tlie  Major  having  picked  up  his  bird,  and  the 
son  his  also,  I  went  for  mine. 
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"  You  are  really  a  good  marksman,"  said  he; 

but  you  must  learn  to  shoot  as  I  do,  and  not 
spoil  your  game." 

Tfien  holding  up  the  turkey,  he  showed  us  that 
he  had  broke  its  neck,  near  to  the  body ;  whereas 
his  son  and  myself  had  hit  ours  direcilv  under 
the  wing.  Our  lads  looked  at  him  with  astonish- 
ment ;  whilst  one  or  two  put  on  a  smile  of  incre- 
dulity, hinting  that  such  shots  were  generally  the 
effect  of  accident.  This  did  not  go  unnoticed  by 
the  old  forester;  who  said, — 

"  I  see,  gentlemen,  you  are  acquainted  with 
the  vulgar  proverb,  '  a  chance  shot  may  kill  the 
devil;'  but,  come,  I'll  give  you  immediately  ano- 
ther proof  of  my  skill.  Do  you  see  that  grey 
squirrel  on  yonder  tree?" 

"  We  do." 

"  In  what  part  do  you  wish  me  to  hit  him?" 

»»  In  the  head,"  replied  several  voices  at  once. 

«  Verv  good,"  said  the  major,  carelessly  raising 
the  riflo  to  his  shoulder,  without  pausing  a  mo- 
meot  on  his  aim ;  and  in  an  instant  the  animal 
ftW  lifeless  ftom  the  brancL  The  young  men  ran 
and  yiefced  it  up  immediately,  and,  to  tlieir  great 
^^^^H^,  found  that  one  half  the  head  bad 
Kv«  ««rTi«>d  awBV  by  tlie  bullet.  They  were  so 
y^  ^ith  tha  proof  of  dexterity,  that  they 
^  Mm  't»r«*  cheers.     This  seemed  to  gratify 

h«Mr  OMreh,  all  with  equal  success. 
*fkk  ^Mdbr  BW  appeared  about  five  feet 
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eleven  inches  in  height;  broad  shonldenfl,  robott, 
and  active ;  with  a  light  complexion,  deep  Uoe 
eyes  full  of  fire,  and  fine,  stronglr  marked,  nmaij 
features.  His  conntenance  exhibited  io  the 
most  striking  degree  an  ardent  miod,  and  great 
intrepidity  and  independence  of  •oul,  mingfad 
with  traits  of  open  generosity  and  good  sense. 

In  conversing  with  him  afterwards,  I  discovered 
that  he  considered  what  he  called  his  nanml 
rights  superior  to  all  the  laws  and  insdtntioiit  of 
civilised  society. 

"  These,"*  said  he,  "  were  invented  by  artfiil 
men,  who,  having  been  chosen  chiefs  or  kings  on 
account  of  their  superior  prowess,  endeavoured  to 
hand  down  their  prerogatives  to  their  posteritTf 
and  created  law;  and  regidations  to  bind  tlie 
minds  of  the  human  race  to  their  own  intereated 
purposes.  I,  who  once  respected  ancient  republics 
and  free  governments,  have  now  ceased  to  enter- 
tain the  smallest  degree  of  consideration  for  any 
but  the  patriarchal  form,  in  which  the  power  is 
sted  in  a  single  head,  and  which  nature  points 
to  man  in  all  her  works.  I  roam  at  large  in  the 
jrests  of  my  native  land,  paying  no  taxes  or  sub- 
lission  to  any  power  but  the  almighty  Ruler  of  this 
ronderful  nniverse.  Here,  you  will  see,  1  have 
family,  consisting  of  my  wife  and  son,  my  wife's 
rother,  and  his  wife  and  daughter,  who  choo*e  to 
ive  with  me;  together  with  four  other  Indians, 
rho  have  voluntarily  placed  themselves  under  my 
protection.    All  obey  me  implicitly ;  and  thus,  you 
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see,  without  calling  mj'self  such,  or  making  my 
people  feel  in  the  least  degraded,  I  am  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  an  absolute  monarch.  I  have 
brought  up  my  son  with  the  same  independent 
sentiments  and  feelings.  You  may,  perhajis,  ima- 
gine he  is  a  complete  savage;  but  take  tlie  trouble 
to  examine  him,  and  you  will  find  he  can  read, 
write,  and  cipher  ;  and,  having  studied  just  enough 
to  be  convinced,  as  I  am,  that  civilised  men  are 
wicked,  overbearing,  cruel,  and  unjust,  he  has 
decided,  that  the  happiest  course  he  can  pui^ue 
is,  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father.  Con- 
verse with  him,  and  you  will  find  he  can  reason 
on  most  of  those  subjects  which  affect  men  in  your 
society,  although  he  is  so  far  removed  fix)m  it. 
Nor  must  you  imagine,  gentlemen,  that  we  have 
no  other  companions  than  the  living  ones  you  see 
about  nie :  when  we  arrive  at  our  destination,  I 
will  show  you  all  its  secrets." 

We  had  now  got  close  up  to  the  stakes  which 
surrounded  his  log-house,  or  fortress,  as  I  ought 
to  call  it,  that,  really,  not  only  looked  formidable, 
but  impregnable  also ;  and,  as  I  saw  no  gate  or 
opening  whatever,  I  was  at  a  loss  to  imagine  how 
we  were  to  gain  admittance  within  these  wooden 
walls.  After  making  half  the  tour  of  the  out- 
works, he  brought  us  to  a  spot  where  the  sharp 
points  of  two  of  the  stakes  had  been  sawed  off; 
and  on  them  was  nailed  a  small  square  piece  of 
board.  The  opening  made  in  this  manner  was 
i'-f  »r«-;.n"»  ir.  nnrmit  a  man  to  pass  through 
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sideways.  Here  the  Major  stoppetl ;  and  taking  a 
small  bugle  out  of  his  pocket,  he  blew  it  lotuUv. 
In  ^  few  seconds  after,  a  rope-la<lder,  fastened  to 
tlie  stakes  on  the  inner  side,  was  thrown  over 
to  tis. 

"Come,  gentlemen,"  said  lie,  "  I'll  show  you 
he  way ;  and  do  you,  Harry,"  addressing  himself 

his  son,  "  bring  up  the  rear,  and  haul  up  the 

jder  after  you." 

He  then  ascended,  and  was  over  the  stakes  in 
instant ;  we  followed  his  example,  and  on  the 
other  side  found  some  wooden  steps,  by  which  we 
ided  into  the  inclosure.     This   was  also  a 

veable  ladder ;  and  the  moment  the  youth  liad 
[descended,  he  laid  it  flat  upon  the  ground  We 
[now  found  ourselves  witliin  a  considerable  square^ 
[where  there  was  a  garden,  and  a  small  orchard  of 
fspple  and  other  fruit  trees,  all  apparently  kept  in 
l^ood  order.  On  one  side  of  the  space,  were  small 
lout-houses  built  for  the  horses  and  cattle,  several 
|of  which  lay  basking  in  the  sun  before  the  door. 

"  These  animals,"  said  Semple,  pointing  to 
[ihie  cows,  "  we  keep  for  the  sake  of  their  milk, 
[and  the  horses  are  necessary  to  bring  home  our 
I  large  game,  and  make  distant  expeditions;  or  to 
[send  to  some  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  to  pur- 
I  chase  amunition,  tea,  sugar,  coffee,  &c.  &c.  'llioy 
I  only  cost  me  the  trouble  of  sending  one  of  my 
Indians  every  day  with  them  to  the  pastures,  for 
[  you  will  see  my  stock  of  bay  is  too  small  to  last 
[  them  through  the  winter." 

VOL.  I.  L 
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♦*  But,"  said  my  guardian,  "  how  do  they  get 
in  and  out  of  this  formidable  indosure?" 

"  Oh,"  rephed  he,  "  I  have  a  secret  door  at 
the  back  of  the  fort  tliat  cannot  be  discovered 
fi-om  the  outside,  because  the  palisades  have  been 
sawed  off  below  the  ground,  which,  being  higher 
outside  than  within,  the  gate  opens  internally, 
with  stakes  fast  to  it;  so  that,  when  shut,  it  is 
impossible  to  distinguish  the  stakes  which  are 
sawed  from  those  adjoining  them.  Besides,  at  the 
first  moment  of  cm  hostile  alarm,  my  people  hasten 
to  lower  down  two  immense  bars  into  sockets 
made  purposely  to  receive  tliein,  and  which  stretch 
across  the  gate.  These  are  so  strong  and  heavy 
that  they  can  only  be  hoisted  and  lowered  down 
with  tackles." 

After  examining  the  outhouses,  magaiines,  && 
we  mounted  the  eminence  against  which  the  log- 
house  was  built,  by  an  easy  flight  of  steps  cut  into 
the  side  of  the  hill,  and  covered  with  green  sods. 
Some  lofty  tulip  poplars,  chesnuts,  and  oaks,  were 
left  growing  on  different  parts  of  tlie  declivity, 
and  at  intervals  about  the  platform ;  but  in  such  a 
position  tliat  they  did  not  impede  tlie  range  of 
the  guns. 

U{)on  the  platform  we  found  every  thing  in  com- 
plete military  array.  The  cannon  balls  and  all  the 
implements  for  serving  the  artillery  were  piled  up 
regularly  in  their  places  at  its  four  corners,  where 
lliere  were  also  rings  and  ropes  for  hauling  the  guns 
to  whatever  side  they  might  be  used  most  advan- 
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ly.  At  the  back  of  the  platform  was  a 
mound  with  a  door  in  it,  whicli  the  Major, 
\g  a  key  from  bis  pocket,  unlocked  for  our 
lion. 
This,"  said  he,  "i«  my  powder  magazine, 
sufficiently  stocked  to  enable  me  to  stand  a 
of  a  month ;  firing  ever)'  daj'  two  or  three 
Ted  rounds.  But  such  a  circumstance  can 
Herer  happen  as  long  as  I  have  no  other  enemies 
to  encoanter  than  the  wild  inhabitants  of  thcee 
forests ;  for  if  the  savages  cannot  conquer  at  the 
fint  or  second  onset,  they  go  off  without  further 
rfaance.  Depending  almost  wholly  upon 
for  their  tlaily  provisions,  were  these 
rs  to  continue  any  length  of  time  in  tlte 
spot,  they  would  be  certain  to  perish  through 
ition. 

The  powder  was  in  kegs,  and  there  was  besides 
a  large  stock  of  cartridges  readj*  made. 

The  Major  continued: —  "  My  famil}'  consists 
«f  only  nine  or  ten  persons,  four  of  whom  arc 
I,  yet  every  one  of  them  understands  the 
of  fire-arms  and  the  management  of  hca%'y 
ardBeiT.  It  is  on  Sundays,  after  prayers,  that  I 
exercise  my  little  garrison.  My  wife  is  now 
eooiung;  but  no  matter.  I  will  at  once  give  you 
aipecin>en  of  the  activity,  skill,  and  discipline  of 
■J  tnwpa." 

So  saying,  he  blew  his  horn   in  a  particular 
anci    in    a    few   seconds   allerwards   the 
I.  2 
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whole  &mily  were  on  the  ramparts,  where  they 
stood  in  silence  until  he  exclaimed, — 

"  Loose  the  breechings  from  No.  1 ,  and  go  through 
the  exercise  of  loading  and  firing  it !" 

His  orders  were  obeyed  with  an  alacrity  that 
surprised  us,  particularly  by  the  women,  who 
seemed  even  more  active  than  the  men.  He  then 
dre«'  them  up  in  a  small  file,  making  them  load 
•nd  fire  their  muskets,  which  they  performed  with 
as  much  skill  and  regularity  as  the  best  trained 
soldiers. 

We  now  complimented  him  on  the  steadiness 
aod  discipline  of  his  army  ;  and,  from  all  we  saw, 
h  was  evident  that  this  little  phalanx,  behind  their 
impregnable  stakes,  were  an  overmatch  for  some 
thousands  of  ^orant  savages. 

"  Yott  9ee>"  said  the  Major,  "  that  my  piquet 
fifoce^  where  the  stakes  are  twelve  feet  above  the 
mmf^ee  of  the  ground  and  set  close  together,  the 
mn  bni^  sharpened  and  hardened  in  the  fire,  is 
alone  soSneot  to  protect  me  from  a  surprise." 

♦*  Could  they  not  be  pulled  up  or  overturned  by 
H  IMtrtv  of  BWB  who  might  steal  upon  you  una- 
wana?*  said  one  of  the  party. 

♦»  N«k"  rt'plird  be  ;  "  the  butts  of  the  whole  are 
MMV  than  ffciuble  the  thickness  of  their  tops,  and 
ihrv  are  art  in  a  tivncb  three  feet  deep,  90  that  it 
womKI  rrquirv  a  wrj  strong  power  applied  to  the 
MMWKT  ftun  to  overmm  t)Km;aDd  as  to  pulling  them 
Uis  it  wiMikl  be  almost  inpoaiMe^  for  theearthjbeing 
b<«t  ik»w«  hard  upon  tbcni,  it  luts  now  become 
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as  solid  as  if  it  had  nerer  been  dug.  Bcsdea,  we 
keep  a  good  look-out.  My  lierdsman,  wbo  i 
mv  cattle  and  borses,  is  alirays  anned,  and  is 
of  tlie  bravest,  most  expert,  and  quidc-c^hied 
hunters  I  ever  knew.  When  be  aaOie»  fordi  ia 
the  morning  his  eagle  eye  pierces  at  once  ettrj 
quarter  of  the  forest.  Not  a  leaf  can  more  vitb- 
out  attracting  his  attention.  Wlitkt  be  is  making 
his  observations  all  around,  the  herd  stand  t^Si, 
nor  attempt  to  move  forwards  until  be  givea  tbcB 
the  signal.  If  he  perceives  do  wjwfltoam  of 
ger,  he  speaks  to  tbem,  nnret  on,  and  the 
cattle  follow  him.  Ther  know  well  he  ■  not  onlj 
their  guide,  but  their  protector ;  hatring  fineqocntljr 
seen  him  kill  panthers,  bears,  wolva,  and  btdBJoa, 
that  ventured  to  prowl  about  tbeir  paatnregroatKb. 

"  On  arriring  at  the  centre  of  the  boCtooii*^ 
where  they  are  to  feed,  be  aeela  cot  a  large  tree, 
which  he  ascends  to  what  is  called  the  croidi,  or 
that  part  from  whence  tlie  upper  branches  direrge 
to  form  the  top.  Protected  by  his  baffaloskin  thrown 
over  his  shoulders,  and  his  warm  deer-skin  boots, 
he  sits  in  this  position,  as  you  would  in  an  armed 
chair.    Being  generally  forty  to  fifty  feet  above  the 

rface  of  the  soil,   he  has  a  commanding  view 
around,  and  quickly  discovers  enemies  of  the 

Amongst  the  iatenninabte  forects,oa  the  wcMara  tUe  of 
:  Ohio,  the  rich  saramtBhs  that  lie  ilong  the  twoks  of  iW 
iver  are  called  bottoms.  On  these  the  wild,  or  bu&Io 
iorer,  as  it  is  called,  grows  in  abundaoce,  aod  ■■  (bnixl  greeo 
\fyea  ia  winter,  beneath  the  tnow  and  leave*. 
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huiuaii  species,  as  well  as  all  predatory  animab 
w  game  which  may  approach  his  herd.  Scarcely 
a  day  passes  that  he  does  not  bring  home  a  deer, 
(•coons,  tnrkies,  pheasants,  &c  to  supply  our 
table.  When  he  first  goes  out  in  the  morning,  lie 
MUi  trll  by  the  leaves  and  snow,  or  by  examining 
dK  anoidi  bushes  when  there  is  no  snow,  whether 
■KB  or  any  other  animals  have  passed  near  his 
lamDU  Should  he,  from  his  look-out  tree^  discern 
a  panther  creeping  upon  liis  herd,  he  never  moves 
tnm  bb  position,  awaiting  patiently  until  the 
b  within  shot.  At  other  times,  before  be 
e  the  panther,  the  horses  smell  him,  and 
Mas  of  fear.  My  savage  then  descends 
r;  an^  covered  with  his  bu£Silo-hide,  he 
ogM  the  herd,  where  he 
to  dhcMwr  the  panther  and  kill  him 
Ik  c^  *I***8  apoQ  his  prey.  Once,  a 
pHtT  of  BMnuders — I  mean  those  wild 
la  DO  regular  tribe — came  to 
,  m^  piBaaiH^  My  soOt  the  herdsman,  one 
^^wmmm,tt^  aqtMl^  happened  to  be  out  in 
1  hJtkd  a  eouple  of  deer,  and 
aoi  When  within  a  quarter 
^  ^  glj|»  «f  aar  lihiilMn.  bebg  tired,  we  sat 
^||Mi«  (w  not  — iwhrw ;  and  "J  «on  observing  a 
...t.  -  «r  juMWiili   muaiiMt  an  and  down  the 

-_^  J.  „J_  dimanri  fru ' — |-*'-*^'"  ■"■  *-<* 

—  — *    |«v«<Mxl  to  go  and  kin  a  few,  for  it 

^^•▼^     ,  _  J     .  »         _  ^^__      _»    U.J    ..nt    «-^  mar 
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hu  rifle,  the  herdsman,  suddenly  slarting  up» 
left  us,  and  advanced  rapidly  about  fifty  paces  to 
the  right.  All  ej>'cs  were  now  directed  towards 
the  spot  to  wliich  he  Iiad  proceeded,  when  me  saw 
him  wave  his  hand  to  enjoin  as  to  be  still  and 
silent.  In  an  instant  after  he  made  a  signal  for  us 
to  hide  ourselves,  and  came  creeping  up  to  me  on 
all-fours.  On  getting  near,  he  whispered  aoAly* 
that  a  party  of  about  fifty  or  sixty  sav^es  wert 
making  for  the  fort. 

"  *  Now,'  said  be,  '  let  you  and  I  dog  them 
carefully :  your  son  and  the  woman  can  load  the 
rifles  as  fast  as  we  can  fire ;  and,  by  keeping  our- 
selves closely  concealed,  they  will  take  us  for  a 
numerous  part}',  and  will  soon  be  oS*.' 

"  I  followed  liis  advice,  and  b\'  the  time  they 
bad  got  within  sight  of  die  pallisades,  we  had 
already  killed  twehe  of  them  without  their  being 
able  to  discover  us ;  for  he  fired  on  one  flank  and 
I  on  another,  then  in  the  rear,  and  then  in  the 
firont  of  them :  and  now  my  wife,  hearing  the 
report  of  our  guns,  mounted  die  platform  with 
die  rest  of  the  family,  and,  discovering  the  savage*, 
she  levelled  a  field-piece  at  them,  loaded  with 
ape-shot.  This  decided  tlie  business ;  for  tliey 
imediately  fled,  taking  their  killed  and  wounded 
ith  them,  as  usual ;  except  one  poor  fellow,  whom 
re  found  alive  tlie  next  morning.  I  took  him 
bome  and  cured  him,  and  he  has  lived  with  me  ever 
Isince.  Since  then  I  have  had  but  one  serious  bat- 
^tle,  and  that  was  in  our  own  defence  also :  it  was 
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from  the  plaUorm  and  loop-holes  inside  the  stakei 
A  tribe,  tlie  enemies  of  my  fatlier- in-law,  ilai  iiJil 
been  defeated  several  times  by  him  aiid  ha 
varriors,  were  determined  to  take  nw  fortress 
which  they  conceived  would  be  a  most  adna* 
tageous  post  for  them  to  hold. 

"  With  this  intent  they  came,  to  the  number  ( 
'  «bout  two  hundred  men,  armed  with  rifles  «d^ 
bowB  and  arrows,  to  a  place  about  fire 
from  my  dwelling,  at  the  moment  when  Kaven,  I 
henbnian,  was  despatched  to  meet  a  partj 
backwoodsmen  *,  about  fifteen  in  number, 
liad  previously  sent  to  ask  me  to  accompany  th 
on  a  beaver-hunting  excursion.  Lest  ihej-  slio 
pass  by  my  dwelling  and  go  there  in  my  absents 
I  made  Raven  watch  their  motions,  for  some  of 
them  also  are  bad  fellows ;  but  my  protection,  ai 
bon-in-law  to  a  great  chief  in  the  ueighbourlioodi 
was  necessary  to  them  in  case  of  racetijig  aoj 
of  the  savages.  Fortunately  my  cautious  Raven 
discovered  the  footsteps  of  our  enemies,  sod 
traced  ihem  lo  the  spot  where  they  bad  agreed  to 
meet  in  council.  He  crept  near  enough  to  over* 
hear  some  of  their  conversation,  and  then  returned 
as  quickly  as  possible  to  meet  the  backwoodi- 
nien.  WTien  he  fell  in  with  them,  he  had  the  pru- 
dence to  say  nothing  of  what  he  had  discovere*), 
only  begged  them  not  to  stop  to  limit  any  where,  but 

*  The  whites,  who  live  on  the  borders  of  the  territory  of 
the  aborigines,  are  so  called.  Tiiey  nre  generally  nien  who 
acknowledge  nu  governnicot,  and  depredate  upon  the  i 
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luttten  to  join  me,  for  tJiat  I  had  some  vcrj-  inijx)rt- 
ant  news  to  communicate.  They  complied,  and,  by 
•  forced  march,  arrived  here  the  night  before  the 
<attack.  Tlie  moment  Raven  saw  me,  he  gave  me 
«  sign  that  I  understood  ;  and  I  went  out  to 
oonverse  with  him  immediately  after  the  party 
irerc  received  within  my  dwelling.  He  then 
coainianicated  what  he  had  seen  and  heard,  and 
advised  me  to  tell  the  backwoodsmen  that  tJie 
Indrnns,  having  tliscovered  our  intention  of  going 
Id  kill  beavers  and  otters,  had  determine*!  first  to 
destroy  my  fort  and  every  one  in  it,  and  tlicn  to 
fidi  upon  and  murder  tliem. 

"  •  If  you  don't  tell  theni  so,'  said  he,  '  they 
won't  fight  against  this  tribe,  for  fear  of  establish- 
ing a  feud  witli  them  for  ever.' 

"  I  thanked  my  faithful  herdsman,  and  told 
him  to  take  my  son  with  him,  as  soon  as  he  was  a 
little  refreshed,  and  make  ample  preparations  to 
give  our  foes  a  warm  reception. 

"  As  the  backwoodsmen  had  been  expected, 
mv  wife  had  a  good  supper  prepared,  and  I 
treated  them  liberally  to  whiskey.  After  supper, 
one  of  djcm,  who  seemed  a  prudent,  steady 
fellow,  said, — 

•*•  Major,  your  man  Raven  hinted  you  had 
•ometliing  of  imjiortance  to  tell  us ;  so  come, 
there  couldn't  be  a  better  time  than  tlie  present ; 
let  us  know  what  it  is.' 

** '  As  soon,'  I  replied,  '  as  you  sent  to  ask  me  to 
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•ceompanj  you  to  the  beaver  and  otter  haunts,  I 
despatched  Raven  to  discover  whetlier  any  of  the 
n^-age  people  were  going  that  way,  and  what  my 
own  tribe  proposed  to  do  at  the  commencement 
of  the  hunting  season.  The  information  he  brought 
roe  is  this :  the  Shawnessee  have  found  out  our 
inlMition,  and  sworn  destruction  to  us.  Thej- 
mm  900  strong.  Tliey  mean  to  attack  my  fort 
first,  and,  af\er  taking  it,  to  fall  upon  and  murder 
yow  whole  party.  As  to-morrow  is  the  day  fixed 
fcr  commencing  their  operations,  for  they  are  now 
within  five  miles  of  us,  I  sent  Raven  to  hasten 
TiMir  march,  so  that  you  might  escape  falling  in 
with  the*n  by  arriving  to-night.  To-morrow  you 
vill  be  all  refreshed;  and,  only  play  your  rifies 
hamliomelT  fixxn  the  loop-holes,  whilst  I  give 
tlHin  round  and  gr^>e  fi^m  my  field-pieces  on 
tlH>  [iklliiini  weT«  tliey  a  thousand  strong,  I 
iKbiiM  Bot  inr  to  beat  them  o£' 

*'  *  ThMik  TP,  thank  ye.  Major,'  said  a  dozen 
•t  once ;  *  we  are  grateful  for  this  friendly 
nd  win  fight  for  you  whilst  a  drop  of 
bkhni  H  l«ft  in  our  bodies.' 

«  •  Hlfrt  keakh  and  long  life.  Major !'  said 
tht<  h4MdnMn>  quaffing  oft  a  large  glass  of  whiskey- 
puDoii,  an  example  which  they  all  most  religiously 
K>llowt<»l. 

"  ri»  \  all  then  retired  for  the  night.  A  little 
I  >>li>;ht.  Haven  promised  to  go  over  the 

l>4ili..i<l>«  iiiii>  the  forest,  and  bring  me  the  first 
iwM^ot  tlio  vDomy'si^roach.     The  night  passed 
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off  undisturbed,  and  we  had  all  drank  our  coffee 
before  Uaven  made  Ids  appearance. 

*'  '  The  Shawnessees  are  near,'  cried  he^  as  he 
hurried  into  the  apartment;  'every  man  to  his 
post !     I  hear  their  footsteps.' 
I  *•  We  bolli  hastened  to  the  platform,  where,  as 

you  have  seen,  our  parapet  is  so  high  it  defended 
UB  from  the  rifle  shots  of  the  savages,  whilst  we  got 
our  four  pieces  well  loaded,  and  jKjinted  through 
the  embrasures  directly  opposite  to  the  spot  where 
Rareu  had  heard  the  sound  of  tlieir  steps,  and 
where,  as  be  had  said,  they  actually  made  ilieir 
appearance  in  a  few  minutes,  uttering  the  most 
bideoua  yells.  Tliey  came  up  slowly  at  first ;  but 
when  diey  got  within  about  sixty  yards  of  the 
stakes,  and  were  about  to  quicken  their  pace,  I 
gave  them  tlie  four  pieces  at  once,  which  made  a 
lane  through  their  ranks,  and  threw  them  into  the 
most  terrible  disorder.  My  backwoodsmen  were 
not  idle  whilst  we  were  charging;  and  as  you 
have  seen  how  rapidly  we  perform  our  exercises, 
you  will  readily  believe  we  were  prepared  before 
the  head  warriors  could  rally  their  men.  The 
■eoond  volley  put  an  end  to  tlie  battle;  for,  after 
.giving  one  of  their  infernal  whoops,  they  de- 
|Hpunped  with  their  wounded  and  several  of  their 
dead  ;  but,  notwitlistanding,  diey  left  about  tiiirty 
^  jDen  on  the  field.  These  we  buried,  with  the 
fice  of  the  backwoodsmen;  to  whom,  in 
etum  for  their  services,  we  gave  part  of  the  booty, 
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«'lnch  consisted  of  rifles,  hatchets,  knives,  bdt^ 
Sic,  Then,  holding  a  council  of  war,  it  «» 
agreed  that  we  should  send  two  of  tlieir  com- 
pany with  Raven  to  trace  the  enemy,  and  enda- 
vour  to  ascertain  if  they  had  returned  home,  or 
whether  tliey  meant  to  attack  us  again.  When  the 
herdsman  was  informed  of  our  decision,  he  refused 
to  go  with  llie  while  men,  because  tliey  were  too 
s^trong-headed,  and,  by  acting  contrary  to  his 
advice,  might  be  the  cause  of  all  of  them  being 
killed. 

"  '  Let  me  go,"  said  he,  •'  by  myself,  and  I 
promise,  before  the  great  luminary  has  set  tliree 
times,  to  bring  you  sure  intelligence  of  theii 
movements.' 

"  He  tlien  equipped  himself  with  a  rifle,  and  a 
bow  and  arrows :  and,  with  a  small  botde  of 
whiskey,  and  a  piece  of  cold  meat  in  his  wallet, 
ofl^  lie  started. 

"  Punctual  to  his  promise,  on  the  morning  of 
the  third  day  he  was  already  at  home.  He  related 
that,  after  a  forced  march  of  a  day  and  a  night, 
tile  following  morning  he  discovered  the  tracks  of 
the  Indians,  who  conveyed  their  wounded  com- 
panions in  litters.  They  were  about  eighty  strong, 
and  lie  counted  to  the  number  of  fifteen  litters. 
When  they  halted,  on  the  edge  of  a  thick  swamp, 
he  made  a  little  circuit,  and  crept  through  the 
bushes  near  enough  to  overhear  tlieir  convers- 
ation.    Thev  talked   about    tlie  destructive   fire 
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that  came  from  die  field-pieces  and  the  loop-holes 
almost  at  the  same  time;  and  wondered  how  it 
could  have  happened  when  there  was  such  a 
sxrudl  number  of  men. 

"  '  I  told  you  all  before,'  said  an  elderly  war- 
rior, '  tliat  you  were  rushing  upon  death.  In 
the  first  place,  if  the  white  men  had  let  us  come 
up  to  their  stakes,  we  never  could  have  scaled 
tliem  all  at  once ;  and  besides,  I  knew  they  had 
cannon,  which  I  have  before  seen  cany  destruc- 
tion through  our  ranks  when  of  old  we  fought 
against  them.  Let  us  return  home,  and  say 
nothing  about  our  expedition ;  for  if  his  father-in- 
law,  our  sworn  enemy,  hears  of  it,  he  will  attack 
us  again,  and  then  our  miserable  tribe,  already 
reduced  to  a  few  hundreds,  will  be  extirpated 
from  the  face  of  the  earth." 

"  '  From  what  tiie  old  warrior  said,  I  think  there 
is  no  reason  to  ih-ead  another  attack  ;  so  you  may 
go  on  your  hunting  party  as  soon  as  you  please, 
and  I  '11  answer  for  the  safety  of  your  house.' 

"  We  started  early  the  next  morning ;  stayed 
several  days;  got  a  great  many  good  furs,  and 

» returned  safe  witli  Uicm.  Since  that  period  none 
€»f  the  tribes  have  ever  dared  to  attack  me.  I 
am,  however,  not  the  less  cautious ;  and,  whenever 

»me  discover  signs  of  hunters  or  stragglers,  the 
night-watches  are  regularly  set.  In  ordinary 
times  we  have  but  one  sentinel,  who  is  relieved 
every  four  hours  during  the  day,  and  every  two 
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hf  vi^U.  This  datr  is  performed  by  all 
Ae  aKB  cf  the  binilv ;  I  take  mj  turn,  as  well 
K  Ae  re^  sad  we  find  it  advantageous  in  more 
«^s  dHB  one.  Oocasiooally,  a  herd  of  deer  or 
haftln  pMB  witkin  gan-dmt  of  the  stakes : 
if  k  be  s  I^gbt  night,  the  sentinel  awakes  the 
It,  and  we  tfaas  obtain  a  supply  of 
;  without  mach  troable  or  &tigue." 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


Te  descended  from  the  jilatform  through  a  trap- 
door by  the  private  stairs>  as  the  Major  called 
them,  into  a  corridor  that  ran  through  tlie  centre 
of  the  building,  one  half  of  which  served  as  a 
store  room,  and  was  lighted  at  the  end ;  whilst 
the  other  portion  led  to  the  four  small  apartments 
occupied  by  the  family.  A  fifUi,  which  ex- 
tended over  one  quarter  of  the  whole  building, 
aerved  the  double  purpose  of  a  kitchen  and 
dining-room. 

Though  the  house  could  not  boast  much  neat- 
ness in  its  arrangements,  it  was  decent  enough, 
considering  the  manner  of  life  of  its  inhabitants. 
The  exterior  was  wliiiewashed ;  and  the  windows 
being  tolerably  large,  it  had  a  light  and  gay  ap- 
pearance. 

On  the  walls  of  the  Major's  bed-room  were 
displayed  an  ample  collection  of  muskets,  rifles, 
CDtiaases,  pistols,  tomaliawks,  &c.  forming  acom- 
plete  armoury.  Here,  also,  hung  the  standard 
or  colours  of  his  citadel ;  which,  he  told  me,  were 
always  hoisted  to  a  staff  fixed  on  the  parapet, 
near  Gun  No.  1.,  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  or 
when  an  enemy  appeared  in  sight. 

Besides  the    above-mentioned  weapons,    ther* 
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was  a  bundle  of  unusually  long  pikes,  which  }» 
employed  against  any  hostile  attempt  to  scale  the 
pallisades. 

Tlie  greatest  order  and  regularity  reignwl  in 
liis  fiimiiy.  Before  the  door  stood  a  sun-dial, 
which  enabled  him  to  correct  the  time  of  tn 
enormous  silver  watch  that  hung  at  liis  side  in  ( 
ixjucli  formed  of  oixjssum-skin ;  and,  from  its  size 
and  antique  fashion,  had  most  probably  been  t 
heir-loom  in  his  family  for  many  generations:  by  it 
all  the  operations  of  the  household  were  r^ulated. 
They  rose  at  four  in  the  morning,  both  in  summer 
and  winter,  breakfasted  at  six,  dined  at  twelve, 
supped  at  six  in  tlie  evening,  and  at  eight  o'clock 
retired  to  rest.  lie  had  always  plenty  of  tea, 
coffee,  and  sugar  in  his  house,  to  treat  his  guests, 
but  the  family  seldom  took  any  thinff  but  milk. 
Bemgonly  two  or  three  miles  in  a  direct  line  from 
the  Ohio,  and  ha^nng  a  seine-net,  with  angling 
rods,  lines,  &c.  in  abundance,  he  readily  supplied 
himself  with  a  delicious  variety  in  his  ordinary 
diet  whenever  he  felt  inclined.  The  fish  of  that 
river,  as  I  have  already  noticed,  are  enormous; 
and  the  Major  assured  me  he  had  seen  one  species, 
called  by  the  natives  the  cat-fish,  which  in  other 
American  rivers  rarely  exceeds  three  or  four 
pounds,  caught  there,  weighing  from  forty  to 
seventy  pounds. 

As  we  arrived  late,  and  our  risit,  as  well  as  the 
Major's  return,  was  unexpected,  we  had  ftill  time 
to  examine  his  fortress  and  make  the  tour  of  his 
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pqimniiiiin  before  dinner  was  announced:  bow- 
ever,  we  were  happy  enough  when  his  wife  came  to 
tell  us  it  was  ready;  for  exercise  had  rendered  our 
appetites  sufficiently  keea. 

A  couple  of  long  oak  tables,  scoured  perfectJy 
clean  and  wliite,  large  enough  to  accommodate 
us  all,  had  been  joined  together,  and  we  dined  off 
diem  without  a  table-cloth.  "  Gentlemeo,"  nid 
the  host,  "  you  must  excuse  our  lack  of  table 
linen,  for  this  simple  reason, — we  have  none;  nor 
do  I  think  it  wuuld  add  much  to  the  flavour  of 
our  repast." 

The  whole  party,  who  were  delighted  with  thk 
singular  and  primitive  entertainment,  exclaimed 
together  diat  he  was  perfectly  right,  as  they  were 
soldiers,  who  looked  not  to  such  superfluous  lux- 
uries.  There  were  a  few  earthen  plates ;  but  the 
greater  part  of  both  plates  and  dishes  were  of 
beech  wood,  very  white  and  clean. 

Our  dinner  consisted  of  four  dishes  of  meal, 
besides  an  ample  supply  of  potatoes,  turnips,  and 
carrots.  Tlie  first  was  squirrel  soup,  which  proved 
excellent,  the  flesh  being  white  and  tender  as 
chicken,  and  of  a  very  deUcate  flavour.  Indeed 
it  could  not  well  be  otherwise,  for  those  aoimab 
live  entirely  on  nuts.  After  this  course  a  turkey 
was  placed  before  us,  so  large,  that  when  it  stood 
in  the  centre  of  the  table  we  could  Iiardly  see  Uie 
heads  of  our  companions  on  the  opposite  side: 
it  weighed  thirty-four  English  jtotatd*. 

My  companion  now  produced  his  slock  of  bread. 
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and  the  Major  thanked  him,  but  obserred,— 
"  You  know  well  we  wild  people  don'i  think  of 
those  delicacies,  as  long  as  we  have  meat  and 
freah  vegetables  in  abundance." 

Scarcely  had  the  turkey  been  half  eaten,  ufaei 
an  immense  stewed  cat-fish  made  its  appearanee; 
an<l  this  was  succeeded  by  a  lar^e  and  very  fine- 
flavoured  quarter  of  venison.     The  cat-fish  hat 
of  course  been  cut  in  pieces   by  the  cook,  bu^ 
originally,  it  could  not  have  weighed  less  thiA 
twenty    pounds.     Our    host    produced   his 
whiskey  immediately  that  we  sat  down  to 
and  it  was  tasted  and  praised  luianimously 
in  fact,  it  is  much  more  palatable,   tliougl 
haps    not  so  wholesome  as  that  made  from  rya 
When   the  dinner  was  about   half  concluded, 
said,    "  Come,    Major,    we  have  drank   of  yoi 
whiskey,  which  is  excellent ;  now  I  hope  you 
do  us  the  favour  to  taste  the  contents  of  oiu-  ca» 
teens,  in  which  we  have  brought  cherry  brandj^ 
and  a  few  other  cordials." 

"  With  all  my  heart,"  replied  he :  "  harin| 
drunk  of  my  liquor,  I  cannot  refuse  to  taste  4 
yours ;  thougli  I  am  not  fond  of  cordials,  noq 
indeed,  of  any  spirit  unmixed  with  water."  ^ 

It  was  truly  pleasing  to  see  that,  while  leadin 
the  life  of  a  savage,  he  still  practised  the  ci>'ili9ei 
virtue  of  moderation.  Our  dinner  ended  with  f 
dessert,  consisting  of  fine  wild  berries  peculiar  4 
the  American  woods,  sprinklecl  with  powderei 
sugar,  which  the  women  had  gathered  and  pro 
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wened.  After  dinner  hot  apple  vliidcy  todkijr 
was  intTodaced ;  and  when  we  had  done  anple 
justice  to  this  agreeable  potation,  it  was  yntyuaed 
that  we  should  retire  early  to  rest,  and  tiie  fol- 
lowing morning  accompany  him  in  an  excanioQ 
to  a  bottom  near  the  Ohio,  where  be  thooghl  we 
ahould  find  both  deer  and  buflalot. 

**  As  for  squirreU,  pigeons,  and  turkey*,"  aid 
he,  "  those  are  plentiful  at  all  times ;  bat  tbe 
larger  and  nobler  game  has  lately  bectnne  KBiver 
than  of  old,  owing  to  the  constant  adranoes  of  the 
backwoodsmen ;  and  I  fear  I  shall  sooa  be 
obliged  to  construct  a  new  fortreas  some  forty  or 
fifty  miles  beyond  their  haonts.  Besides,"  afdded 
he^  "  they  are  worse  than  sarages :  more  bar- 
barous and  inhuman,  cunning  and  treacberoas; 
and  I  should  long  since  have  been  murdered  bjr 
them,  if  my  father-in-law  iiad  not  declared,  that 
the  moment  they  attempted  the  slightest  out 
he  would  annilulate  the  whole  race  on  hb 
tiers." 

After  drinking  success  to  our  next  morning's 
expedition,  we  rose  from  table,  which,  with  tbe 
benches,  were  now  cleared  off  by  the  women ;  and 
in  less  tlian  ten  minutes,  the  floor  was  oorered 
with  bear,  deer,  and  buffalo  skins.  Se»'eral  of 
tlie  party  had  brought  their  blankets  with  them, 
and  those  wlio  had  not,  were  furnished  by  tiie 
Major,  who  always  kept  a  large  stock ;  for  with 
them  he  frequently  purchased  the  richest  furs  fn 
the  savages. 
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kiodled  in  the  chimney,  and 
d  eooiibrtably  after  the  pre- 

his  family  stirring  at  a 
our  rough  beds ;  and 
deared  the  room  of 
■ad  the  tables,  benches, 
f I  |iImii  d  in  order  for  break- 
Oar  host  greeted  v  politely,  telling  us  he 
id  oidered  oofte  and  tea  to  be  immediately 
6»,"  said  be,  **  we  shall  probably 
•  loag  walk,  as  Raren  has  discovered  the 
of  a  kerd  of  bnftfcwt  some  miles  farther 
down  the  liTcr,  and  adrises  me  to  go  there.  In 
his  way  home^  the  day  before  you  arrived,  he 
killed  a  Toung  ODe  tbal  had  strayed  from  the 
herd,  part  of  wludi  I  Itave  ordered  to  be  cooked 
for  our  dimirr  when  w«  retom." 

.  being  over,  and  all  our  arrangements 
!  let  out  for  the  banks  of  the  Ohio ; 
batt  befere  we  started,  the  Major,  with  the  amiable 
garrolity  of  age^  ■iwnnihh  d  the  party  in  a  circle 
around  him,  usd  addrmtd  us  with  the  following 
additional  instructions :  — 

Now,  gentlemen,  there  is  every  probabilitj' 
]rou  will  meet  with  abundance  of  squirrels,  pigeons, 
turke}'s,  &c. ;  but  I  must  warn  you  not  to  fire  at 
them,  iis  we  are  going  in  search  of  nobler  game, 
which  tlie  report  of  your  guns  will  assuredly 
frighten  away.     Whca  we  wild  people  go  out  to 
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kill  deer,  bears,  and  buflkJos,  we  creep  along 
sflently  and  cautiously :  the  moment  we  discover, 
by  their  tracks,  that  we  are  to  windward  of  our 
prey,  we  make  a  circuit  to  reach  the  opposite  di- 
rection. Witliout  tills  precaution,  their  sense  of 
smelling  is  so  exquisite,  it  would  be  impossible 
ever  to  approach  tliem  within  rifle  distance." 

We  listened  witli  deference  to  this  old  and 
experienced  sportsman  ;  and  it  was  agreed  tliat 
we  should  separate  into  three  parties :  one  being 
led  by  the  Major,  to  which  I  belonged ;  anodier 
by  a  native  hunter  attached  (o  his  household ; 
and  the  third  by  his  son. 

The  old  fellow  seemed  mightily  pleased  that  I 
was  with  him ;  and  said  to  me  softly,  *'  Should 
we  fall  in  with  a  herd,  we  will  plant  these  young 
lads  where  they  can't  spoil  our  sport,  and  take 
care  of  die  main  chance  ourselves." 

Before  starting,  he  gave  minute  directions  to 
his  son  and  his  hunter  how  they  were  to  manage, 
so  as  to  meet  us  at  a  certain  well-known  spot  not 
far  from  the  banks  of  die  river. 

Matters  thus  arranged,  we  proceeded  on  our 
excursion  in  "  Indian  file,"  as  it  is  called;  that 
is,  one  behind  the  other,  and  in  perfect  silence. 
We  soon  lost  sight  of  the  other  two  parties,  who 
were  pursuing  a  diSl-reut  route,  and  had  already 
made  some  miles  without  seeing  any  large  game, 
though  we  were  all  eyes  and  ears.  Our  leader 
stopped  frequently,  sometimes  climbing  a  small 
tree  and  looking  all  aroimd,  and  at  other  times  ho 
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lay  flat  on  his  belly  and  put  his  ear  to  the 
Tlie  snow  scarcely  covered  the  leaves  wl 
&llen  thick  upon  the  surface,  but  the 
in  conveying   sounds  was  very   remarkal 
this  our  attention  was  immediately  direct 
the  Major,  whose  quickness  and  sagacity 
tiling   appertaining   to    the  chace   I   had 
seen  equalled,  after  lying  flat  for  some 
with  his  ear  to  the  snow,  stood  up  and  becl 
us  to  him. 

"  Now,"   said  he,    *'  hearken   attentivel; 
tell  me  if  you  hear  any  thing  peculiar ;  any 
different   from    the    screiiming    of  birds,   or 
tapping  of  the  woodpecker."  ■ 

We  listened,  but  could  distinguish  no  exi 
dinary  noise ;  nothing,  in  fact,  but  the  sounds 
alluded  to,  and  the  murmuruig  of  the  bi 
which  sighetl  gently  Uiroiigh  tlie  trees. 

Again  he  said, — 

"  Lay  yourselves  flat   upon    tl»e    snow; 
when  all  around  seems  perfectly  still,   put  yoM 
car  to  the  earth,  and  tell  nie  what  you  discover.' 

We  did  so ;  and  after  remaining  a  while  in  tiA 
position,  he  asked  the  young  lads  who  aocoi 
panied  us,  for  they  were  the  most  inexperience! 
sportsmen,  what  they  heard.  One  of  them  in* 
mediately   said,    "  There   was   a  distant  soundft 


•  These  birds  pick  worms  from  the  IwJy  of  the  tree,  ttJl 
sometimes  peck  so  hard  with  their  beaks  as  to  be  heard 
considerable  distance,  especially  through  a  forest. 
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something   resembling   an   animal 
■wrung." 

«  On  which  side  of  joa  ?" 

«  On  the  left." 

«  You  are  n^ttf"  aaid  be;    and 
declared  we  had  beaid  a  aimikr  i 

«  GefUkmen  sportsmen,"  he 
k  die  noise  of  a  herd  of  bufiklos,  in  a  boctom  to 
our  left,  irom  whence  the  wind  blowi^  "  'T**^ 
off  the  snow  and  feeding  upon  the  wild  lii  f  hagt^ 
wliieb  we  call  bufiklo  clover.  Tkii  herd,  jm 
will  find,  are  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  froai  na : 
to  creep  near  them  requires  the  greatest  cantioQ ; 
in  fact,  it  cannot  be  done  by  such  a  party  as  oora; 
we  must,  therefore,  divide,  and  manage  the  bu- 
sineM  like  expert  hunters.  I  shall  keep  Mr.  Bt»> 
bason  with  me,  because  I  have  already  i 
that  he  handles  his  rifle  like  a  sore  i 
and  do  you,  gentlemen,  make  a  circuit,  waOong 
biiikly  for  twenty  minutes  at  least;  then  stop,  and 
either  place  yourselves  in  a  group  so  a>  to  fire  all 
together,  or  else  pick  out  a  tree  each  of  yon ; 
climb  to  where  you  can  sit  conveniendy,  and  so 
fire  from  thence ;  for  if  yoa  should  be  scattered 
singly  through  the  forest,  and  the  oM  bulls  meet 
11  after  the  herd  has  been  once  shot  at,  they 

ill  attack  you,  and  the}'  are  very  fierce  and 
dangerous.  For  my  own  part,  I  would  a  great 
deal  sooner  have  to  do  with  a  bear  than  with  one 
of  them.  We  shall  remain  here  twenty  minutes 
by  Mr.  Brabazon's  watch  before  we  start,  to  a>  to 
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make  sure  that  joo  have  readied  your  station. 
It  vill  easily  be  recognised  by  its  ricinity  to  the 
river,  which  vnll  be  visible  from  your  position  in 
the  trees,  and  from  the  many  large  tulip  poplar, 
cfaealiuit,  and  beech  trees  that  grow  there.  When 
joa  hear  the  report  of  our  rifles,  keep  a  good  look- 
out Cor  the  herd,  which  will  pass  by ;  and,  if  you 
fire  deliberately  and  with  caution,  so  large  an 
object  as  a  bu&Io  can  hardly  escape  you." 

After  these  ample  instructions,  our  comrades 
set  off  full  of  expectation,  and  we  remained  where 
we  were,  until,  by  my  watch,  the  twenty  minutes 
had  run  out.  I  then  asked  my  companion 
whether  the  bu&loa  might  not  escape  whilst  we 
were  waiting. 

"  Oh,  no  !"  said  he.  "  Don't  you  perceive  that 
the  frost  being  pretty  severe  last  night,  has  har- 
dened the  surface  of  the  snow,  which,  by  the  bye^ 
is  the  reason  why  we  heard  them  »?raping  at  such 
a  distance?  and  unless  bears  or  wolves  sliould 
attack  them,  tliey  will  continue  on  die  bottom, 
until  the  sun  gets  up  and  soflens  the  snow,  so  that 
thev  can  eat  their  bellies-full.  I  have  directed 
my  son  to  the  deer-liaunts,  two  miles  fartlier  up 
the  river ;  and  now  there  being  no  one  to  inter-, 
rupt  us,  we  will  take  our  time,  and  make  sure  of  I 
our  game.  When  I  begin  to  creep  upon  the  herdi 
do  you  escactly  follow  my  example,  crawling  oa 
all-fours,  except  where  the  large  trees  inlenene 
and  conceal  you ;  for  as  we  are  luckily  to  ilie 
leeward  of  lliem,  they  cannot  smell  us :   but  their 
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■nae  of  hearing  is  also  von'  acute.     You  must, 
dmefore,  accelerate  your  motions  when  yon  see 
dniin  scraping  and  eating ;  but,  when  they  stop, 
60  you  lie  still,  always  taking  care  to  keep  so  that 
we  can  see  eacli  other.     One  of  tlie  bulls  con- 
Uantly  keeps  watch    whilst  the  rest  are  feeding. 
Regard  him,   therefore,   particularly,  and  the  in- 
•tant  you  see  his  eyes  turned  towards  your  side  of 
^Ue  forest,  lie  as  flat  aud  still  as  possible,  for  he 
can  see  the  smallest  leaf  that  moves  for  a  hundred 
and  tiftv  vards  around  him.     An  old  bull  gene- 
rally  stands  near  the  young  heifers:  I  shall  crawl 
dvectly  for    him,    and  you    must    do   the  same. 
When  near  enough,  select  a  heifer  as  your  mark, 
and  prepare  your  rifle,  but  don't  fire  until  I  have 
ahot  and  begun  to  reload ;  for  they  never  run  off 
■ntil  their  sentinel  leads  the  way,  and  you  shall  see 
me  bring  down  a  heifer  close  by  liis  side.     Exas- 
perated at  this,  we  shall  see  him  cut  some  curious 
eapers    before  he  goes  off:    recharge   your   rifle 
with  all  possible  despatch,  and  again  let  me  cau- 
tion you  to  lie  concealed  the  whole  time,  other- 
wise  he  will   certainly   attack  us.     It  is  easy  to 
dtitinguish  the  bull  that  keeps  sentinel  from  tlie 
other  males  of  the  herd ;  for,  whilst  the  rest  are 
feeding,   he  stands  with  his  head  erect,  snuffing 
the  air,    and   frequently  stamping  and  scraping, 
without  attempting   to  feed,   until  he  sees  some 
other  bull,  who  has  satisfied  his  hunger,  take  the 
watch.      Each  male  has  a  separate  jiarty  of  cowi 
under  liis  protection,  these  poor  animals  hovli 
VOU  I.  M 
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besides  man,  who 

tofUienialL 

Dov  and  then,  and 

r  MlB  the  Uuu,  panthers  being  often 

tke  KrifKi     when  they  lie  in 

MB  lie  fint  stray  bu/imlo  that 

tky  might  pounce 

:  iIk  ■fim  pny.* 

I  fejt  so  well   in- 

I  ttUd  lam  be  might 

■d  pronptitBde  in  fol- 

1  off  wc  set  at  a  good 

K  the  Ma^r  suppooedy 

:  apan  them,  be  lis- 

tben  ■»  tinned  me  to  creep  on 

Hr  h«MW  aad  1  i|«ekly  followed. 

It  fifty  paces, 
vat  in  s^ht ; 
likatlj  gmpiag  my  arm,  drew 
t  mA^  aad  flini^y  pushing  aside  the 
•f  a  kn^  t-lKtiwU  tree^  bdiiod  which 
I  ia  a  moment  I  distinctly 
in  the  oeatre  of  a 
byaa  opening  in 
ihft  ftR«^  that  tacircled  it  like  a  girdle^ 

**  Now*"  aid  Bj  oaMpaaino*  **  this  were  an 
adnirable  stand  fix-  oar  porpoers  but  I  fear  the 
(jlw  coukl  hardly  be  depended  upon  at  such  a 
dislaocr ;  push  on,  tfafenefiMrc^  and  get  yonder  tuft 
of  large  trv\rs  between  us  and  the  old  leader.  In 
about  a  quarter  of  au  hour,  or  perhaps  less,  (for 
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though  the  distance  in  a  straight  line  was  but 
matii,  our  circuitous  metiiod  of  advancing  had 
•vginented  it  at  least  twentj-fold,)  we  shall  be 
enough." 
Resuming  our  route  on  all>fourg  with  the  ut- 
Bt  circumspection,  we  presently  reached  a  small 
grore  of  lofty  oalt  and  chestnut  ti'ces,  which  oc- 
cupied one  end  of  the  pasture  where  the  animali 
were  feeding. 

\'ery  fortunately,  something  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  forest  had  attracted  the  notice  of  their 
wury  sentinel,  so  that  he  rarely  turned  his  head 
tewunds  ns,  but  seemed  gieatlj'  agitated  and  en- 
raged; for  he  snuffed  the  air,  snorted,  stamped, 
and  scraped  up  the  snow  with  his  right  foreleg. 
During  this  pause,  I  was  struck  with  admiration 
at  the  synimetrj'  and  beauty  of  his  form.  He 
was  a  majestic  animal,  of  a  deep  brown  colour, 
bordering  on  black ;  and  when  he  stretched  forth 
his  neck  whilst  snuffing  the  air,  during  which  he 
moved  his  head  in  a  half  circle,  his  dewlap  nearly 
swept  the  ground,  and  his  sleek  glossy  hide  shone 
and  glistened  in  the  sun  like  the  finest  satin,  or 
as  if  it  had  been  covered  with  varnish.  Indeed, 
I  was  so  lost  in  admiration  of  the  beauty  of  the 
whole  herd,  that  I  remained,  nearly  a  minute, 
qmte  absorbed ;  nor  recollected  that  I  came  there 
to  kill  them,  until,  turning  my  eyes  towards 
the  Major,  I  observed  him  rise  slowly  from  his 
crouching  position,  and,  kneeling  upon  one  knee, 
briug  the  rifle  to  his  shoulder.  I  therefore 
M  3 
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adjusted  my  own  piece,  and  watched  his  ratiai 
from  behind  an  immense  oak  tree,  that  cotb 
me  completely.  In  a  few  seconds  after,  a  bei 
fell  to  his  shot.  Agreeably  to  his  instructia 
tlie  moment  I  saw  him  begin  to  load,  I 
fired,  and  killed  a  heifer  close  by  the  bull, 
still  concealed  ourselves  behind  the  oaks,  whi 
tlie  leader  of  the  herd,  whose  eyes  seemed  to  d| 
fire,  gallopped  round  his  fallen  companions, 
ing  up  the  earth  with  his  horns,  and  exliibilil 
intlications  of  the  most  desperate  fury.  The 
of  the  lierd  raised  their  heads  aloft  in  gn 
alarm,  and  for  a  few  seconds  stood  motionloi 
when  the  Major,  firing  a  second  shot,  brouf 
another  buffalo  to  the  ground.  The  herd,  no 
curling  their  tails  on  their  backs,  and  toesil 
their  heads  high  in  the  air,  scampered  off  at  ft 
speed ;  and  at  length,  to  my  great  joy,  the 
bull  followed  them  ;  for,  latterly,  he  had  tu 
several  times  to  our  side  of  the  forest,  as  if 
picious  his  enemies  were  concealed  in  iliat 
rection. 

The  Major,  who  all  this  time  lay  still  a* 
mouse,  and  had  fired  the  second  shot  stretcb 
upon  his  belly,  now  leaped  upon  his  feet, 
claiming, — 

"  Bravo,  Waiter!  you  are  a  capital  shot;  M 
you  ought  to  have  killed  another  of  the  her 
Come,  let  us  go  examine  our  game."  On  reaching 
the  place  where  they  lay,  we  found  that  the 
buffalo  still  showed  some  signs  of  life.     The 
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jor,  who  appeared  an  adept  in  all  the  myBterie* 
of  the  hunter's  craft,  drawing  a  couttnu  dt  chatie 
from  hb  belt,  stuck  the  point  into  the  nape  of 
the  animal's  neck,  and,  by  piercing  the  spinal 
marrow,  instantly  put  an  end  to  its  safieringB. 

This  done,  "  Now,"  said  he,  "  let  as  hasten 
to  meet  our  companions.  I  'U  then  send  off  one 
of  the  Indians  for  a  couple  of  horses  to  convey 
our  bufFalos  home  before  sunset,  when  tlie  wolvea 
begin  to  roam  about ;  otherwise  we  shall  find  every 
bone  picked  as  clean  as  those  of  the  skeletons  in 
a  surgeon's  dissecting  room  by  morning." 

In  a  sliort  time  we  rejoined  our  friends,  and 
learned  that  the  herd  had  passed  by  them  at  a 
brisk  gallop.  Tlie  greater  part  of  the  young 
hunters  were  so  alarmed,  that  they  took  to  the 
trees,  whilst  those  who  fired  shut  their  eyes,  and 
consequently  did  no  execution.  The  \Iajor  now 
despatched  his  man  for  tlie  horses,  and  proposed 
that  we  should  retrace  ocu-  sK^  to  meet  his  son 
and  the  rest  of  the  party,  who  had  gone  in  search 
of  deer.  During  our  walk,  the  conversation  turned 
upon  buffalo-hunting,  and  our  young  sporuinen 
decided  that  it  was  much  more  dangerous  and 
di/hcuit,  and  infinitely  lesa  amusing,  than  the 
minor  sports  of  grey  squirrel  and  wild  turkey 
shooting. 

"  No,    no,  gendemen,"  exclaimed   the  Major, 
with  all   the  animation  of  a  veteran   sportsman  ^ 
"  the  boyish  pastime  to  which  you  allude  bears  no 
M  3 


AUTOBrOGHAPHY    OF 

moi-e  resemblance  to  the  hunting  of  bears,  fait 
&los,  deer,  &c.,  than  a  skirmish  does  to  a  gencnl 
action.  Where  there  is  dLfficuitjr  and 
there  skill  and  courage  are  required :  conseqi 
Tvlien  success  crowns  your  e£Fbrts,  the  greater  W 
the  glory :  and  even  if  you  do  not  succeed,  tf 
all  events,  you  will  have  more  honour  than  wben 
there  was  nothing  to  surmount." 

By  the  time  we  got  back  to  the  spot  where  the 
buifalos  lay,  the  rest  of  our  comrades  joined  hl 
They  had  fallen  in  wilJi  a  herd  of  deer,  of  whkk 
the  Major's  son  killed  one,  and  one  of  the  wtaS 
marksmen  of  the  party  another :  all  the  rat 
missed,  and  were  sorely  vexed ;  but  at  iengtii 
consoled  Uieinselves  with  squirrels  and  pigeom^ 
of  which  tliey  fiad  bagged  a  good  number. 

The  deer,  which  had  been  previously  quartered 
by  young  Semple,  for  the  conveniency  of  carriage, 
were  now  placed  with  the  bufialos,  to  be  con^ 
home  on  the  horses. 

"  Come,  gentlemen,"  said  the  Major,  "as  tu 
as  you  know  how,  you  must  assist  me  to  skin 
these  animals  whilst  they  are  warm,  and  deprite 
diem  of  their  entrails,  which  will  make  tfaen 
iightor,  and  at  tlie  same  time  leave  a  good  supper 
for  the  wolves." 

All  our  pait}'  joined  in  the  work,  and  in 
short  time  the  buffalos  were  skinned  and  cut  up. 
They  were  extremely  fat,  and  I  expressed  my 
surprise  that  they  should  be  in  such  gooti  condi- 
tion at  that  season  of  the  year.     On  hearing  (liia, 
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die  Major,  taking  his  Iiatchet,  lopped  a 
branch  from  a  tree,  and,  having  sbarpeiwd  and 
flattened  one  end  of  it  Itlce  a  spade,  commeneed 
digging  awaj  the  slight  crust  of  snow  and  a  con- 
siderable bed  of  leaves  below  it,  until  be  expoaed 
a  thick  coat  of  wild  grass,  nixed  with  a  largt 
species  of  trefoil  called  buf&lo  clover,  quite  grata 
and  luxurianL 

"  There,  Sir,"  said  he,  *♦  look  at  that,  and  no 
longer  feel  surprised  that  the  cattle  feeding  hoc 
should  be  &t.  Perhaps  in  the  whole  gk>be  there 
is  not  a  richer  soil  than  the  one  beneath  yoor 
feet ;  and,  if  you  had  no  other  proof,  it  apfon  to 

Ine  tiiat  these  enormous  oaks,  dtaomtM,  fOfbn, 
beeches,  &c.  which  surround  tou,  are  mMiinA 
evidence  of  die  facL" 
'  **  You  are  right.  Major,"  said  I ;  "  and  I  most 
eonfesB  that  I  have  nowhere  seen  sud)  forals  and 
«ach  a  soil  as  on  the  western  side  of  the  Alcgfaanj 
mountains." 

I  On  the  arrival  of  the  horses,  our  game  was 
t})ro\vn  across  them,  and  all  being  now  prattj 
well  tired,  we  returned  homewards  bv  the  ntoat 
direct  route.     The   conversation   during  dinner 

I  was  so  entirely  occupied  by  subjects  connected 
with  shooting,  fishing,  the  various  kinds  of  winged 
and  four-footed  game  peculiar  to  tlie  forests  of  the 
New  World,  with  anecdotes  of  the  savage  tribes  in 
the  vicinity,  that  no  other  topic  could  be  intro- 
duced, and  most  of  the  party  afterwards  fell 
■sleepi 

X  4 


\ 


MS 


or 


rwo  ho«n,  bowerer,  we  were  all  re- 
tke  Major's   hospitable  hearth, 
pile  of  blazing  pine  logs 
Mghc  as  veil  as  keat.     Of  these  comforts 
than  ordinarily  suscepti- 
•y  which  prevailed  without, 
tlae  weather  had  suddenly 
tlie  wind    swept  round    the 
that    threatened    to 
wrer  the  waste.     Peals  of 
r  keads,  with  a  noise  re- 
discharge  of  tlie  whole 
loneats  of  hail  and  rain 
its  in  terrific  gusts ; 


broke  above 

afike 

tlie 


torn  from  the  surrounding 
«Mk  i^we^  and  buried  into  the  air  by  the  wliirl- 
wiadt  tdi  a^aiaat  tke  house  with  a  crash  so  sudden 
•nd  unexpected  that  it  aiMie  us  all  start  together 
Gmn  our  seats.  It  was  an  appalling  instance  of 
tboae  dntractiw  hurricanes  which  fre^juently 
desaiale  the  ibrests  of  the  Western  World. 

Wbikt  ^r^-nirg  to  the  sounds  of  this  elementary* 
varfitr^  I  occasioaally  joined  in  the  desultory 
couwrsatioii  prevailing  at  the  moment;  but  my 
chiet'  ■latriaiiwl  was  sketching  the  singular  and 
novel  aaaaahfy  of  which  I  iormed  a  member. — 
We  presented  just  such  a  gn>up  as  Snyders  and 
Zaftleren  have  delighted  lo  paint;  and  all  the 
accessories  of  the  scene  were  in  admirable  keeping 
with  its  more  prominent  fieatures. 

Tlie    apartment    we    occupied    answered    the 
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double  purpose  of  kitchen  and  dining  room.     It 
was  a  large,  lofty  chamber,  rooffd  and  wainscotted 
witli  deal  planks  rudely  smoothed  by  tiie  axe,  and 
reduced  to  a  dingy  tint  by  the  smoke  from  the 
chimney  and  the  resinous  pine  splinters,  which,  in 
the  residences  of  backwoodsmen,  commonly  supply 
the  place  of  candles.     A  massive  beam,  formed  of 
the  tnmk  of  a  verj'  large  oak  tree,  supported  the 
ceiling,  nn<l  was  thickly  hung  with  various  articles 
of  savour}-  provender,  sufficient,  wiiliout  any  other 
soppiy,  to  have  victualled  the  fortress  for  a  three 
weeks'   siege.      There   were    bear   hams,     dried 
▼enison,   deers'  tongues,  heads  and  chines  of  the 
wild  boar,  with  other  manifestations  of  the  rustic 
plenty   prevailing  in   the  Major's  establishment. 
'File  sjiace  above  the  fireplace  was  devoted  to  the 
culinary  utensils :  in  the  centre  of  them  appeared 
tlie   Indian  calumet,   or  "  pipe  of  peace,"  gaily 
fringed  witli  the  plumage  of  birds;   and   which, 
like  the  lares  of  more  ancient  pagans,  the  owner  of 
the  mansion  probably  considered  would  exercise 
a    beneficial    influence  over  the  members  of  his 
household. 

The  skull  and  gigantic  antlers  of  a  moose  deer 
projectefl  from  the  middle  of  each  of  the  remain- 
ing three  sides.  On  these  were  suspended,  in 
graceful  negligence,  otter  spears,  nets,  deer  toils, 
rifles,  hunting  poles,  Indian  bows,  quivers,  the 
tails  and  paws  of  sundry  leopards,  with  many 
similar  trophies  and  implements  i)eculiar  to  sylvan 
sport. 
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In  the  centre  of  the  living  objects,  which  gt\ 
animation  to  the  picture,  appeared  our  ecceni 
host,  whose  tall  muscular  figure  was  disti 
by  n  dress  half  savage,  half  European,  pi 
a  curious  specimen  of  picturesque  costume, 
his  head  he  wore  a  high  conical  cap  of  wolfs 
tasscUed  with  tlie  tail  of  a  grey  fox ;  and 
in  conformity  to  Indian  habits,  he  never  laii 
except  at  night.  A  short  jerkin  of  tanned 
skin,  soiled  and  discoloured  by  the  combi 
effects  of  rain,  sunshine,  and  the  dark  bl 
stains  of  animals  slain  in  the  chase,  supplied 
place  of  the  blanket-coat  generally  worn  by 
hunters  of  die  American  woods.  Tlie  rest  of 
equipment  consisted  of  breeches  of  tlie 
terial,  with  Indian  mocassins  or  hose,  beai 
8of\,  and  covtred  with  tasteful  embroiden,-  of  spl 
porcupine's  quills  stained  of  various  brilliant  hue 
A  broad  beh,  fringed  with  the  tails  of  some  hal 
score  of  those  smaller  wild  animals  which  fumii 
the  rarest  and  most  costly  furs  of  the  Europeai 
markets,  was  buckled  about  his  waist,  and  serve 
as  a  depository  for  the  hatchet,  powder-hon 
tobacco-pouch,  and  couteau  de  diasse, — the  indii 
pensable  accompaniments  of  his  hunting  excm 
sions. 

Tlie  son,  who  sat  by  his  father's  side,  was  clothei 
in  a  manner  somewhat  similar;  while  a  coupl 
of  Indians,  with  faces  bedaubed  with  altemat 
streaks  of  red  and  white  paint,  and  displayiii 
other  fantastic  specimens  of  savage  finery,  lay 
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either  side  of  the  ample  fireplace,  curled  roond 
like  tlie  two  gaunt  but  besntifnl  bloodhoamk 
with  whom  they  disputed  poaKasion  of  tboe  oon- 
fortable  quarters.  The  dogs  bad,  from  tbe  first, 
attracted  my  attention.  They  were  of  a  dark 
brindled  colour,  probably  a  mixture  of  tbe  old 
English  talbot  with  tbe  bloodliound  of  the 
Spanish  Main.  The  latter  they  resemWed  in 
hue  and  fierceness  of  temper,  and  manifested 
their  descent  from  the  former  by  a  sineiry 
compactness  of  form,  expansive  nostrils,  Jai^ 
pendulous  ears,  and  other  infallible  tokens  of 
excellence,  b}-  which  the  sportsman  is  guided  in 
his  choice  of  this  the  most  generous  of  the  canroe 

,  race. 

It  would  seem  that  the  smell  of  the  bufialos, 

[8tc.  killed  in  the  morning,  had  attracted  about  tiie 

I  bouse  some  of  the  predatory  animals  of  tbe  forest; 

I  for  ever  and  anon,  during  tlie  interxals  of  the 
•torm,    these  noble   dogs    half  rose    from   their 

I  crouching  position,  and,  elevating  their  broad 
nostrils   into  the  air,  simultaneously  burst  forth 

)  into  a  loud,  deep-mouthed  bay ;  unchecked  by 
the  kicks  and  cuffs  of  the  dozing  sax-ages,  or  the 
commands  of  their  master,  who,  in  a  voice 
scarcely  less  sonorous  than   their  own,    shouted 

I  forth, — 

"  Huron !  Warrior  !  'ware  panther  !  —  Velesci 
allez  ; — couch,  boys  !  couch  !" 

Tranquillity  being  at  length  partially  restored 
within  doors  and  without,  oar  coDversation  &»• 
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sunied  a  more  animated  cliaracter.  1  then  put 
several  verv  significant  questions  to  the  Major 
respecting  the  causes,  or  the  principal  cause,  that 
induced  him  to  abandon  a  ci\-ilised  for  a  savage 
life.  He  seemed  indisposed  to  give  the  true 
reason,  but  evaded  the  subject  by  har[)ing  on  the 
old  theme  of  all  dissatisfied  persons,  namely, 
oppressive  taxes,  impolitic  and  unnatural  laws, 
dependence,  cruelty,  and  injustice. 

On  my  guardian's  opposing  some  of  these  senti- 
ments, and  making  reference  to  certain  writers  in 
sup|)ort  of  his  objections,  he  sprung  from  his 
chair,  exclaiming,  — 

"  Zounds,  Sir  !  I  have  here,  in  support  of  ray 
opinions,  many  of  the  most  celebrated  writers  of 
the  world." 

Then,  opening  a  closet,  he  exhibited  several 
slielves  well  filled  with  books,  most  of  which,  I 
perceived,  were  the  productions  of  authors  well 
known  for  their  opposition  to  the  fixed  and  solid 
principles  of  religion,  morals,  and  politics,  besides 
some  volumes  of  freethinkers,  who,  in  thoir  en- 
thusiasm for  natural  rights  and  jmlitical  liberty, 
have  forgotten  their  Creator,  and  plunged  into  an 
horrible  abyss  of  atheism.  The  Major,  seeing  me 
run  over  the  leaves  of  one  of  the  last-mentioned 
works,  and  then  lay  it  down  with  disgust,  said, 
"Do  not  imagine,  Mr.  Brabazon,  because  I 
have  such  books  in  my  library,  that  I  am  in  any 
wise  influenced  by  their  doctrines;  —  far  otherwise. 
I  have  read  them  in  order  to  confirm  me  in  the 
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opinion  that  be  who  is  an  athebt  mmt  be  eitlKr  a 
m'cked  man  or  an  idiot.     No,  thank  God  !  I  aa 
not  destitute  of  religion ;   though  I  rnntt^  t^vt* 
when  I  first  came  amongst  the  savages,  I  was  of 
unsettled  principles,  arising  from  a  nqfedcd  tda 
cation,  and  bad  habtu  acquired  amongst  chffised 
men.     Tlie  contemplatioo  of  the  sablime  vocla 
of  nature  displayed  within  these  vast 
and  ti>e  habits  of  reflection  incident  to  mr  { 
mode  of  life,  hare  taught  rae  that  God  is  ocnni- 
present  and  omniscient.     I  see  proo6  of  His  wis- 
dom and  His  presence  at  ererj  step^  and  at  eraj 
moment  of  my  existence.     I  hare  leamt  to  ofier 
up  my  prayers  the  moment  I  rise,  to  thank  Him 
for  His  protection,  and  to  solicit  the  rmiTiniiif  r 
of  His  divine  mere}-  and  goodness  during  a  life 
which  I  feel  botmd  to  be  prepared  to  res^a  ac 
■  every  moment;  for,  as  tlie  sacred  writia^  agr* 
the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death,'  and  *  Who 
.  count  upon  the  marrow  ?' 
*'  I  have  said  thus  much  to  convioee  job  that 
jirreligion  ought  not  to  be  counted  amon^  the 
I  many  eccentricities  of  which  my  character  is  eoa^ 
posed :  nor  can  I  sufficiently  express  my  oooleflipc 
of  those  mischievous  politicians  who,  bjr 
I  mankind  to  disregard  all  human  restraint, 
j  them  at  the  same  time  to  forget  their  Creator. 

"  As  long  as  I  was  a  member  of  civiUsed  ncie^, 
I  never  attempted  to  deny  the  neceasitj  of  ceding 
away  what  are  styled  natural  rights  (but  which,  I 
may  say  in  truth,  have  always  been  imaginary) 
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for  die   benefit   and   security  of  the  social  «n> 
pact." 

"  Sir,"  saidmyguai-dian,  "you  have  spoken likea 
man  of  sound  sense  and  judgment,  no  matter  whtt 
may  be  your  manner  of  life ;  for,  by  sappii^  the 
foundations  of  religion,  morality,  law,  and  onkr, 
the  unlhinking  multitude  are  delivered  over,  with- 
out restraint,  to  the  sway  of  their  own  Ucentioui 
passions.  If  the  world  were  to  be  governed  by 
a  mob  administration,  anarchy,  impiety,  and  io^ 
morality  would  roam  at  large,  until  the  light  of 
revealed  religion  would  be  again  absorbed  in  the 
clouds  and  darkness  of  barbarism." 

In  spite  of  all  our  objections,  the  hospitable 
Major  insisted  on  filling  up  the  interval  be- 
tween dinner  and  supper  with  tea,  which  wa» 
made  by  his  Indian  wife  in  a  very  decent  manner, 
and  accotni>anied  with  good  thick  cream,  which, 
together  with  our  bread  and  the  Major's  good 
butter,  aflbrded  us  quite  a  regale.  He  seemed  ^ 
to  enjoy  it  himself,  and  observed,  that  if  any  thing  I 
recalled  his  former  mode  of  life  to  his  memonr 
with  tlie  slightest  ray  of  pleasure,  it  was  Uie  fire- 
side, and  that  civilised  beverage,  in  which  he 
sometimes  indulged  on  returning  home  late  and 
fatigued  with  the  toils  of  the  chase- 
After  many  sage  and  appropriate  observatJoM 
on  tea  and  its  exhilirating  qualities,  we  commenced 
talking  politics,  as  it  is  called  in  America,  and 
whicli  every  man  in  the  republic  thinks  himself 
capable  of  treating  and  deciding  upon,  without 
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ever  having  studied  or  practised  tlte  art  ofi 
log,  or  the  principles  of  l^:iBlation. 

The  young  men  of  our  pmrtj,  aeneral  of 
belonged  to  this  cbuB  of  pseudo-poliiidaaa,  bcj^n 
as  usual  to  launch  forth  in  a  high  strain  of  inyl^ 
liean  eloquence  on  the  advantages  of  fibertTt 
equality,  and  independence.  One  of  tbcai  d««lt 
more  particularly  on  the  great  supcriorttj  of  tbe 
free  institutions  of  America  over  tboK  of  etoj 
other  country. 

"  They  are  calculated,"  said  he,  "  oot  only  <o 
enlighten  the  citizens,  bat,  bj  imkiiig  croy  oae 
equal  in  rights,  privilego,  kc^  tbcy  cdbUb  liie 
poorest  man  in  the  country  to  enrich  t"inf¥,  aid 
become  the  first  in  the  reftuhlic,  pciwidad  he  hM 
talent  to  support  h'la  pretensions." 

Semple,  who  had  listened  to  this  speech  with 
great  patience  and  in  profound  sienoe,  i  ilMlnliil 
signs  of  uneasiness  towards  its  iiiiiiliMioii  I  Mfw, 
by  the  twitches  of  his  upper  lip,  whidi  waa  coricd 
with  an  air  of  ineffable  disdain,  that  he  was  im- 
patient, and  ready  to  barst  Ibrth  a^nast  these 
higb-wTought  encomiums.  ^Mulst  dwyoaDgBMH 
[continued,  the  Major  seemed  on  tboms ;  capedally 
rhen  he  began  to  praise  the  altcratioas  made  bj 
:ie  liberal  party,  as  he  called  it,  to  better  the  coo- 
titution,  by  rendering  it  more  demonatie ;  **  the 
tonly  way,"  said  he,  <*  to  crush  thoet  arirtocntie 
Qtions  and  pretensions,  whidi,  for  sometime  after 
revolution,   seemed   lo 
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Tlie  Major  could  now  no  longer  contain 
self:  curling  bis  upper  lip  to  the  point  of  his 
and  knitting  liis  brows,   he  exclaimed,  whilst 
deep  blue  eye  emitted  living  sjmrks  of  fire, — 

"  Zounds  !  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
you,  you  are  not  aware  of  the  paradoxes 
absurdities  you  have  been  pouring  forth  wit! 
refli-ction.  By  my  conscience.  Sir  I  but  I  ha»e 
most  rootc<l  and  profound  contempt  for  a  coi 
tution,  or  any  other  human  institution,  that 
so  little  solidity  as  to  require  mending  and 
pairs  at  ever)-  step;  like  a  ship  built  of  il 
seasoned  timber,  which  gets  the  dry-rot,  and 
docking  at  the  end  of  every  voyage.  You  n 
excuse  my  warmth,  Sir ;  but  your  argument,  fi 
the  commencement,  is  absurd,  and  repugnant 
right  reason.  You  first  expatiated  upon  the 
vantages  of  our  liberal  institutions  in  making  i 
equal,  and  with  the  same  breath,  you  talk  of 
man,  by  his  talents,  rising  above  the  rest, 
liberty  and  equality,  ^  you  also  say,  enaUc 
man  to  enrich  himself,  he  will  rise  above  i 
I>oorer  contcinporai-ies,  no  matter  how  stupid 
animal  he  may  be;  and  will  obtain  the  first  pa 
in  the  republic,  without  a  spark  of  genius 
talent,  and  with  a  very  miserable  education.  Ho( 
then,  can  this  liberty  and  e<iuality  exist  ? 

"  Were  we  all  made  equal  to-morrow,  the  dt 
after  we  should  become  richer  or  poorer,  high 
or  lower,  and  be  so  exalted  or  depressed  by  f<l 
tune  alone,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  presen 
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tfae  balance.  Alas  !  Sir,  that  you  do  not  perceive 
mankind  are  the  same  in  this  republic,  as  else- 
where; moved  by  the  same  passions,  stimulated 
by  the  same  interested  motives;  and  not  one  atom 
more  noble,  generous,  or  disinterested  tlian  the 
rest  of  the  species,  who  live  under  more  rigid  and 
absolute  forms  of  government!  Indeed,  I  have 
been  told  by  some  impartial  travellers,  that  if 
there  is  any  difference  on  this  point  between  ui 
and  the  people  of  Europe,  it  is  in  favour  of  the 
latter;  and  that  we  are  niggardly,  mean,  and 
interested,  to  a  degree  nowhere  equaUed  in  the 
world  besides.  However,  one  thing  is  certain, 
becau:se  exj^erience  has  established  its  truth ; 
namely,  '  that  there  is  no  equality  in  nature,'  — 
all  is  dependence,  from  the  great  source  of  all 
things,  dowiiwards.  Tlie  beasts  of  tlie  6eld,  the 
birds  of  the  air,  and  the  fishes  of  the  sea,  are  all 
governed  by  this  invariable  principle.  Amcn^K 
them  you  will  always  find  one,  whom  nature  has 
endowed  with  superior  powers,  and  who  commands 
the  rest.  If,  then,  so  little  equality  «usts  amongrt 
brutes,  how  much  less  ought  there  to  be  amongst 
men,  wh<»e  faculties  are  so  variously  developed, 
and  whose  minds  are  so  higlily  susceptible  of  am- 
bition, and  the  numerous  other  passions  and  pro- 
pensities which  vex  the  human  sou! !  Yoimg  man, 
listen  to  the  \-oice  of  reason,  and  you  will  lenm  to 
estimate  liberty  according  to  the  real  acceptation 
of  the  term,  and  reject  a  principle  foundetl  on 
misconception,  and  contrary  to  all  tlie  works  of 


God,  or  rather  tlie  government  of  what  hu 
from  his  hands. 

"  Know  that,  at  an  early  period  of  my  savage 
I  became  an  astronomer.     I  began  first  by 
ing  tJie  different  positions  of  certain  coi 
and  stars;  their  timeof  rising  and  setting; 
respondcnce  witli,  and  dependence  on,  other  c 
tial  luminaries;  and  having  brought  the  tbeoiy 
me  in  books,  I  practically  applied  it  to  assist  i 
my  liunting  excursions  through    tliese  inti 
ble  forests.    The  use  of  a  quadrant  and  a  comj 
and   the  perfection    of  my   astronomical 
enables  me  to  traverse  them  with  confidence 

"  It  was  not  imtil  after  I  had  become  an 
of  tlie  wonders  of  tlie  universe,  and  the  fixed 
order,  and  regularity  with  which  it  is  gov( 
that  I  discovered  this  globe  to  be  only  a 
link  of  the  great  chain,  and  that  I  niysd^^H 
mere  insignificant  atom;  far  less  in  compH^ 
widi  God,  than  is  the  insect,  which  I  trample 
dainfuUy  beneadi  my  feet,  when  compared  to 
human  species. 

"  Not  until  then,  Sir,did  I  perceive  my  own  ig 
ranee,  folly,  and  presumption ;  then  it  was  I 
an  intimate  persuasion,  that  from  tlie  Godb 
downwards,  the  universe  must  be  governed 
certain  heads  and  chiefs,  whom  he,  the  Omni 
tent  Director  of  all,  has  provided  for,  by  establi 
ing  fixed  and  inevitable  laws,  which  can  nevei 
altered  or  perverted  :  and  now,  Sir,  since  you  h 
roused  me,  I  must  tell  you  my  histoiy." 
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This  was  predselr  what  we  ail  wtsJied  to  Wear ; 
consequently  we  drew  oar  seats  dose  to  the  ll»- 
jor,  and  listened  with  praJoand  attentioa.  CUIi^g 
to  bis  son,  he  bade  him  prepare  a  large  jag  at 
apple-brandy  punch,  and  during  the  time  k  was 
making,  he  remained  sikst,  geenungly  absorbed 
in  deep  thought. 

When  the  liquor  was  broi^bt,  and  cadi  mttti 
served,  he  took  a  glass  himsell^  wliicfa  be  diank  at 
witliout  ceremony,  and  filling  it  again*  be  placed 
it  by  his  elbow :  then  having  coughed  and  sindced 
his  chin  once  or  t«-ice,  he  addressed  kiottci^  wiik 
a  more  softened  look,  to  the  aoae  pwion,  aa 
follows :  — 

Know,  Sir,  that  I  quitted  the  icpdiiict  **>d 
into  these  wilds,  to  avoid  the  amliiriWf 
i^,  vainglory,  and  hypocrisy,  which,  ander 
be  mask  of  patriotism,  wounded  my  pride  and 
my  better  feelii^s.  I,  who  had  served 
FlDy  country  for  years,  with  lionour  and  disint£r- 
tasted  zeal,  found  myself,  at  the  close  of  the  laM 
I  war,  a  mere  c}>-pher  in  contpariaoa  with  one  ttjamr 
\tich  traders,  who  had  never  reoeiTed  a  wamd,  or 
It  a  drop  of  his  blood  to  obtain  the  indepes- 
ence  he  then  enjoyed;  but,  poaseaiDg  pirnlj 
'^of  money,  was  opposed  to  me  in  the  ■^■^■™'  of  • 
member  of  the  state  legislature.  He  was  ehsaen 
|in  preference,  although  a  man  of  no  edncation, 
Ivho  knew  as  much  about  the  scicnee  of  govern- 
lent  as  my  hors^ 
"  Now,  Sir,  you  see  tliat,  so  far  from  having  any 
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practical  liberty  and  equality  amongst  Ton, 
have  lost  even  the  semblance  of  it,  and  your 
determined  democrats  are  the  most  overbenril 
and  jwsscss  less  of  those  primitive  rCT)ubli( 
habits  introduced  into  America  by  the  quab 
titan  any  others.  But,  Sir,  let  nie  ask  you  candk 
if  you  were  to  establish  a  republic,  would  J 
have  slaves  in  it?" 

"  Oh  !  no,"  answered  the  officer  ;   "  not  a 
slave,  or  any  thing  that  resembled  slavery." 

"  Then,"  retorted  tlie  Major,  •'  how  do  | 
reconcile  to  your  feelings  the  present  one,  mi 
which  you  boast  of  liberty,  equality,  and  in 
pendence,  where  a  certain  number  of  slaves 
by  law  accoimted  equal  to  a  freeman,  and  bv 
arrangement,  their  owners  are  enabled  to  brip( 
notes  for  members  of  the  legislature  ?" 

"  Oh  !"  said  the  youth,  "  I  confess  this 
blemish  ;  but  it  was  found  upon   the  soil,  hat 
existwl  long  before  the  countrj'  became  an  i 
pendent  republic." 

"  So  much  the  worse,"  replietl  the  INfajor. 
tends  to  prove  more   strongly  the  ignorance 
folly  of  men,   who  wished   to   amalgamate 
heterogeneous  substances,  and  combine  princij 
which   l>ear   no  aflinitA',   no  unity  of  action, 
whidi,  like  certain  snlts  in  chemistrj-,  only  i 
to  disunite  blendeil  liquids,  and  precipitate  w 
was  previously  held  in  solution.     No,  Sir,  I  hai 
seen  j-our  slave-holders  in  the  province  of  Virgi: 
and  further  south ;  I  have  lived  awhile  amoi 
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tho$e  democratic  priocra,  ■>  they  in«T  be  ji 
called.  I  have  witnessed  Ckeir  ialic 
ism,  cruelt)-,  and  pride,  as  wtH  ma  tkar 
rality.  Farther  south  agsio,  I  mean,  in  tiir 
southern  provioces  of  tlis  lepoblie,  are  aln  ; 
a  similar  race,  wbom  pride,  indtJfncg, 
have  rendered  too  listless  to  move  a  linb  ^ 
the  aid  of  a  slave  or  slaves ;  and  wIm  mar  be ; 
to  vegetate  in  libidinous  tyrannj.  Tbor  i 
being  as  unrestrained  as  their  princ^la  i 
potic,  they  vie  with  the  lords  of  Virginia  in  i 
a  deeper  shade  over  the  skins  of  iheir 
and  have  reproduced  thcmsrim 
through  every  tint  of  colour  between  black  and 
white.  Those  people  yoa  call  rrpiihlicaas,  and  I 
believe  they  are  rightly  named;  for  dnriag  die 
last  fifteen  years  of  my  life,  I  have  remarked 
the  more  tliorough-bred  the  repablicao,  the  i 
proud  and  despotic  he  proves  to  his  fellow  mak 
Then  again,  there  are  your  stifT  religiaQists  of  ike 
north,  at  the  other  end  of  the  coodnenL  "TTme, 
they  are  active,  industrious,  moral,  and  firagal; 
but  they  are  more  intderant  tlian  a  Tork  or  am 
Indian  Brahmin,  and  quite  as  proud  as  the  lords 
of  the  soulli.  Their  industry  is,  in  some  measure^ 
a  matter  of  necesity ;  for  the  soil  they  cultivate 
being  stony,  cold,  and  ungrateful,  they  most  pot 
their  shoulders  to  the  vrheel,  or  they  woold  starve; 
and  notwitlistanding  their  activity  and  persever- 
ance, they  still  are  obliged  to  import  flottr  firom 
tlie  southern    provinces.      However,    th^   have 
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as  for  being  an  annrii^  ■ttikmnn;  a 
which  rabed  me  high  in  tbe  odaniiaa  of  onr 
sara^  friends,  and  which,  as  voa  &■««  wcb^  hm 
been  little  impaired  since  I  became  i 
of  the  woods. 

"  Ha^ng  paid  a  short  visit  om 
tribes  I  was  partiaDj  known  to 
conseqiioidv  reoeiTed  me  with  open  i 
the  first,  I  had  oooceiTed  a  good  i 
mode  of  life ;  my  &ncy 
ireedom,  and  I  joined  the  tribe  wit 
tioD. 

"  Here,  thought  I,  I  shall  lire  i  if  frg  to  tlM 
dictates  of  pure  nature.  The  power  aad  i 
tion  which  belong  to  the 
only  in  time  of  war, 
or  prowess ;  in  aD  other  eaaes,  ihcy  0907  ao 
distinct  prerogatives,  beyond  the  1 
noble  characters  inspire. 

''  Howerer,  after  living  awhile  1 
I  feoad,  allhoag^inal 
envy,   malice,  and 
their  way  into  the  faresti,  and  that 
tively,  whether  in  a  savage  or  a  civilised 
potsi  the  same  eril  propenaitiea. 

"  After  remaining  a  few  years  with  then,  aad 
distinguishing  myself  as  a  banter  and 
(for  they  maintained  a  barbarous fead  1 
neighbouring  tribes),  the  old  chief  g/ne  me  his 
daughter  whom  yon  have  seen,  in  marriage ;  and 
I  tlien  became  the  leader  of  his  warriors.     My 
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prowess  ceded  in  no  wise  to  that  of  the  chief  him- 
self, who  began  to  be  advanced  in  years ;  and  as 
he  seemed  extremely  attached  to  me,  great  jealousy 
and  envy  were  excited  on  the  part  of  his  male 
kindred,  who  were  fearful  that,  at  his  death,  he 
might  appoint  me  to  succeed  him. 

"  I  was  perfectly  ignorant,  and  certainly  quite 
innocent,  of  tliis  ;  never  having  harboured  an  idea 
of  possessing  any  greater  share  of  power  or  in- 
fluence than  what  1  already  possessed,  and  wliich 
gratified  me,  because  it  appeared  spontaneously 
bestowed.  My  wife,  however,  who  is  very  shrewd, 
and  much  more  cautious  than  I  am,  discovered 
that  two  of  the  Indians  had  a  design  against  my 
life,  and  she  immediately  imparted  the  secret  to 
me.  My  father-in-law  was  a  fine,  brave,  open- 
hearted,  honest  man,  who  highly  esteemed  my 
superior  courage  and  education ;  and  certainly 
might  have  nourished  the  idea  of  naming  me 
chief  at  his  death. 

"  Wliatever  may  have  been  his  wishes,  he  had 
never  given  me  the  slightest  intimation  of  them  ; 
and  certainly  I  had  never  discovered  an  inclin- 
ation to  aspire  lo  any  higher  distinction  than  that 
of  his  son-in-law  and  confidential  counsellor. — 
My  wife's  communication,  therefore,  vexed,  as 
well  as  somewhat  alarmed,  me.  Without  making 
any  reply  lo  her,  or  even  waiting  to  reflect  on 
the  business,  I  went  immediately  in  search  of  my 
father-in-law,  who,  on  a  certain  day  in  every 
h,  retired  to  a  hut  apart,  and  spent  several 
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hours  alone  in  inrayer  lo  the  Great  Spirit ;  mid, 
during  his  retirement,  no  one  ever  darerl  to  ap- 
proach him,  unless  some  very  urgent  affair  re- 
quired his  presence. 

"  It  was  tlien  at  the  close  of  the  day,  very  near 
the  moment  of  his  leaving  the  hut ;  for  at  those 
periods  he  never  transacted  any  business,  or  broke 
his  fast,  until  the  sun  had  set.  I  passed  close  to 
the  door,  and  coughed  ;  he  immediately  cri€-d  out, 
'  Who  goes  there  ?* 

"  I  answered,  '  Your  son-in-law,  Semple.' 

"  '  Enter,'  said  he.  '  Mj'  communications  with 
the  Great  Spirit  are  finished.' 

"  I  found  him  sitting  on  his  haunches,  smoking; 
and,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  North  Ame- 
rican Indians,  he  handed  the  pipe  to  me  us  a 
token  of  peace  and  good-will.  After  taking  a 
whifF  or  two,  I  returned  it  to  him.  His  features 
were  composed,  but,  as  I  thought,  a  little  tinged 
with  sadness ;  and  he  seemed  to  await  in  silence 
vhat  I  might  have  to  say  to  him. 

"  '  Father  !  mighty  and  illustrious  chief  of  the 
six  tribes  of  the  Shawahneos  !  favourite  of  the 
Great  Spirit !  listen  to  thy  son,  the  husband  of  thy 
daughter,  tlic  beautiful  Pachaontas,'  said  I. 

"  *  He  repines  at  leading  an  inactive  life,  aiul 
pants  with  a  desire  to  chase  the  buflTalo  and  the  deer 
upon  the  banks  of  the  mighty  waters  of  the  Ohio. 
Grant  him  Pachaontas,  with  thy  blessing,  and 
permit  him  to  go  forth  to  seek  his  fortunes.      -Ml 
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he  asks  of  thee,  is  the  protection  of  thy  anii, 
should  any  one  attempt  to  injure  him.  He  will 
build  his  o\«'n  hut  far  distant  from  thine ;  but  he 
will  never  forget  that  he  is  the  son-in-law  of  the 
great  and  raliant  Woraskoyak,  who  has  covered 
with  glory  the  six  tribes  of  the  Shawahnees.' 

"  The  old  man  regarded  me  for  some  seconds 
with  a  melancholy  look,  and  the  tear  started  in 
his  eyes,  as  he  said,  — 

"  *  Semple,  thou  art  a  brave  and  a  noble-minded 
warrior.  I  know  thy  thoughts,  and  I  know  the 
secret  intentions  of  thine  enemies.  Thou  an 
worthy  of  a  nobler  fate.  Go,  and  prosper.  Paclia- 
ontas  is  already  thine ;  and  thou  shalt  have  my 
blessing  and  my  protection  ;  and,  what  is  above  all, 
the  mighty  shield  of  the  Great  Spirit.' 

"  The  day  following  the  old  chiefs  fast  and 
seclusion  was  always  a  day  of  business ;  all  the 
warrioins  of  the  tribe  being  assembled  around  him, 
to  hear  what  his  prayers  to  the  Great  .Spirit  had 
produced,  the  projects  he  had  to  communicate, 
and  to  offer  their  advice.  I  requested  him  to 
make  my  wishes  known  to  the  meeting,  and  to 
obtain  their  consent  to  my  departure.  Accord- 
ingly, when  we  were  all  met  in  council,  the  old 
chief  pronounced  a  long  harangue.  He  spoke  of 
the  several  engageuienti  in  which  I  had  been 
distinguished,  and  the  services  I  had  rendered  to 
his  nation. 

"  '  I  liave  always,'  said  he,  '  endeavoured  to 

iw  him  how  much  we  esteemed  his  prowess ; 
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but  he  pines  at  liTing  in  retirement  with  his  be- 
loved Pachaontas,  and  yesterday  declared  his  in- 
tention of  quitting  us,  and  going  to  establish 
himself,  to  the  West,  between  us  and  the  whites.' 

"  The  following  day  a  feast  was  prepared  for 
us ;  and  as  the  whole  tribe  were  to  bind  tliemselves 
in  allegiance  to  me,  and  I  to  them,  a  kettle  of 
soup,  made  of  dog's  flesh,  was  the  first  thing 
presented.  When  we  liad  all  eaten  a  little  of  the 
flesh,  and  drank  of  the  broth,  the  remainder  was 
poured  into  a  deep  hole  prepared  for  the  pur|X)se, 
and  a  hatchet  and  a  bow  and  arrows  were  buried 
with  it.  After  this  ceremony,  the  ordinary  fare 
of  buifalo  meat,  venison,  turkeys,  &c.  succeetled ; 
and  a  ^lali  stock  of  brandy,  which  I  had  pre- 
ser\-ed  for  some  lime,  was  brought  forwartl,  and 
proved  sufficient  to  supply  a  glass  to  each.  We 
then  smoked  our  pipes  in  friendship,  an<l  sung 
iongs  of  our  feats  in  war  and  hunting. 

"The next  morning,  after  taking  an  atfeclionate 
leave  of  the  old  chief,  my  wife  and  myself,  witli^^H 
Raven  and  his  family,   set  off  on   our  journey,^^^ 
accompanied  by  a  party  of  warriors.     They  con-        | 
tinued  with  us  until  we  passed  the  limits  of  the 
hunting    grounds,    when    they   bade     me    adieu, 
assuring  me  of  their  eternal  friendship.     Raven's 
attachment  was  a  great  consolation  ;  for  his  skill, 
courage,  and  sagacity,  made  him  a  host  in  hiii 
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ramble  through  the  forests;  but  we  alwajs 
near  the  river,  aiid  we  generally  encamped 
tlie  night  on  its  banks.     During  the  day  we 
netratctl  in  different  directions,   and  thus  disco- 
vered the  spot  where  we  are  now  permanei 
fixed. 

"  It  being  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
[build  a  liouse  immediately,  and   enclose  it 
I  stakes,  so  as  to  defend  ourselves  from  the 
attacks  of  wild  beasts  or   straggling   savage^ 
proposed  to  tny  attendant  that  we  should  j^ 
Fori  Pitt,  wiiich  was  not  far  distant,   to  sell 
fui-s,  and  hire  some  men  with  the  produce  to 
us  in  building  our  little  fortress. 

"  Tlie  women  and  children  were  delighted 
the  prospect  of  this  excursion,  as  they  had  nei 
in  their  lives  seen  any  habitation  larger  ttian 
wigwam,  much  less  a  pretty  considerable  to' 
On  quitting  my  father-in-law,  I  left  with  him 
or  three  packs  of  valuable  furs,  for  which  he  gu 
me  a  token,  promising  to  deliver  them  to  whoever 
should  present  it  to  him.     After  a  couple  of  days* 
easy  march,  we  found  oureelves  at  Fort  Pitt. 

"  And  now,  gentlemen,"  said  the 
drawing  forth  his  enormous  timepiece, 
by  my  watch  it  is  time  to  sup.  I  shall  therefore 
postpone  the  rest  of  our  adventures  until  after- 
wards ;  when,  if  you  are  not  tued  of  my  long- 
winded  history,  I  will  endeavour  to  satisfy  y 
curiosity.  Excuse  me,  gentlemen,  but  althoi: 
living  a  savage   life,   I   have  fixed  and   regular 
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habits;  except  when  hunting,  or  when  extraor- 
dinary circumstances  occur  to  interrupt  my  usual 
hours  for  eating,  going  to  bed,  and  rising  in  the 
morning.  Besides,  all  our  movements  here  are 
conducted  with  military  precision.  We  always  go 
armed,  and  I  have  never  laid  aside  my  campaign- 
ing habits,  which  I  taught  to  my  father-in-law 
and  his  tribe ;  and  tliat  is  one  reason  why  they 
are  so  superior  to  their  neighbours.  I  'II  venture 
to  assert,  you  will  nowhere  find  a  garrison  better 
guarded,  or  a  watch  more  strictly  kept,  than  at 
his  villages." 

Our  host  now  left  us  to  order  the  supper.  When 
he  was  gone,  one  of  the  young  men  obsen-ed, 
how  agreeably  he  had  been  disappointed  in  our 
host,  who  was  described  to  him  as  a  wild,  unedu- 
cated savage,  with  coarse,  disagreeable  manners. 

"  And  so  he  is,"  rejoined  his  Fort  Pitt  friend, 
"  to  those  frontier  woodsmen,  or  squatters,  as 
they  are  called  in  other  parts ;  who  are  devils 
incarnate,  —  men  without  morals,  sentiment,  or 
feeling :  and  were  it  not  for  the  dread  they  en- 
tertain of  our  friend's  character  and  prowess,  his 
fortress  would  have  been  long  since  sacked  and 
destroyed." 

Just  as  he  fuiished  speaking  the  door  opened, 
and  two  Indian  attendants  placed  upon  the  table] 
a  fine  large  joint  of  roasted  buffalo,  and  an  im- 
mense turkey  cooked  in  the  same  manner.     Our^ 
young  men  praised  the  buffalo  flesh,  which  they 
K  3 
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found   very   tender  and  delicate,  and  mucli  su- 
perior to  ordinary  beef. 

Supper  being  ended,  another  large  jug  of  apple- 
brandy piineli  was  placed  before  us,  when  we 
iiiiiiiedjately  drank  the  Major's  healtli,  and  re- 
quested liini  to  proceed  with  his  story.  He  thanked 
us,  and  continued  as  follows. 
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**  Ir  I  recollect  right,"  continued  the  Major,  "  I 
told  you  that  we  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt ;  and  we 
no  sooner  made  our  appearance  in  the  streets, 
than  we  were  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  curious 
people,  wlio  began  putting  questions  to  us  which 
I  did  not  altogether  relish,  and  I  became  vexed 
at  their  importunities.  Of  a  sodden,  I  exclaimed 
aloud,  — 

"  '  My  name  is  Semple,  so  don't  trouble  me 
any  farther,  or  you  may  repent  it.' 

"  At  tlie  sound  of  my  name  the  crowd  drew 
back,  eyed  me  askance,  and  kept  aloof,  suiTering 
us  to  proceed  on  quietly,  though  they  frequently 
broke  out  in  praise  of  the  form  and  beauty  of  my 
dark-skinned  wife.  I  was  directing  mj  course 
towarcb  the  only  tavern  in  the  plaee,  when  a 
respectable  merchant  came  up  to  me,  and  holding 
out  his  hand,  said, — 

"  ♦  Major,  I  am  happy  to  see  you.  Your 
brother  and  I  were  sworn  friends,  and  I  hope 
you  will  not  refuse  me  die  pleasure  of  re- 
ceiving your  family  and  yourself  into  my  house, 
where  I  trust  you  will  remain  during  your  stay. 
I  am  a  married  man ;  and  yoiur  wife  will  find 
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herself  more  comfortable  witli  us  than  if  living 
in  a  tavern.' 

"  'Hiis  cordijil  and  friendly  invitation  could  not 
be  refused.  When  we  entered  his  house,  his  wife 
and  two  daughters,  grown-up  young  ladies,  re- 
ceived us  with  unaffected  kindness,  and  paid  the 
greatest  attention  to  Paehaontas  and  her  com- 
paniotis,  As  for  the  former,  she  was  lost  in  as- 
tuni!>hineiU  at  all  she  saw  and  heard ;  and  I 
requesletl  the  young  ladies  to  initiate  her  a  litde 
into  the  mysteries  of  civilisation.  After  treating 
us  with  refreshments  of  various  kinds,  my  kind 
entertainer  told  me  of  his  having  been  exceedingly 
intimate  with  my  elder  brother  (of  whose  death 
I  had  been  informed  by  a  trader  the  year  before) ; 
and  he  was  charged  by  the  executors  to  find  me 
out,  aiul  inform  me  that  my  brother's  estate, 
amounting  to  a  considerable  sum  in  money,  &c. 
was  all  willetl  to  me. 

"  '  It  is  only  within  a  couple  of  months,'  said 
he,  *  that  1  got  certain  intelligence  of  your  place 
of  residence ;  and  1  innnediatcly  wrote  to  the 
executors  to  let  them  know  of  it,  and  to  accept  of 
the  connnisslon  of  putting  you  in  possession  of 
your  property.' 

"  After  thanking  him  for  hia  friendly  conduct, 
1  begged  he  would  examine  our  packages  of  furs. 
Being  a  dealer  in  these  articles,  he  soon  agreed  to 
purchase  the  whole  lot.  My  share  amounted  in 
dollars  to  about  one  iuuulred  and  fifty  pounds 
sterling,  —  a  much  larger  sum  than  I  had  anli- 


A:f    IRISH    TRAVELLEn. 


273 


cipated,   as  the  parcel   I  brouglit  with  me  only 
formed  the  fourth  part  of  what  I  possessed- 

"  Raven,  who  received  about  half  as  much, 
was  deliglited,  but  would  not  touch  a  single 
dollar,  requesting  me  to  join  it  to  my  own  stock. 
Knowing  nothing  about  commerce,  and  being 
very  suspicious  of  the  whites,  he  deputed  to  me 
the  task  of  buying  whatever  I  considered  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  himself  and  family. 

"  We  now  informed  the  merchant  of  the  de- 
posit we  had  left  with  our  tribe,  and  the  tokens 
we  could  give  to  any  one  who  felt  inclined  to 
purchase  them. 

"  He  answered,  that  he  knew  all  tlte  traders 
who  go  amongst  the  tribes  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Ohio,  and  would  take  the  rest  of  my  stock  at 
the  same  prices  as  those  he  had  already  bought. 

*• '  Give  me  llie  tokens,  and  a  recommendation 
for  my  friend  to  the  old  chief,'  he  observed, 
'  and  I  will  pay  you  one  half  the  money  now,  and 
the  rest  when  the  furs  arrive.  My  friend  will  be 
amply  rewarded  for  his  trouble  by  your  recom- 
mendation, which  will  enable  him  lo  get  the 
preference,  at  your  villages,  in  the  purchase  of 
skins  from  the  Indians  who  are  under  the  go- 
vernment of  your  father-in-law.' 

"  To  this  plan  I  immediately  consented ;  and 
promised  that  my  wife  also  should  entrust  the 
trader  with  one  of  the  friendly  tokens  her  father 
gave  her  at  our  separation. 

•*  •  But,'  said  I,   '  you  must  assure  me  that  h» 
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IS  an  honest,  conscientious,  and  a  sober  man.  If 
lie  were  to  cheat  one  of  ray  bretliren,  or  sell 
liquor  to  them  without  my  father-in-law's  per- 
mission, it  would  be  a  grievous  imposition  on  our 
confidence.  These  tokens  are  not  for  trade,  but 
for  friendship;  and  are  considered  much  more 
sacred  than  those  which  I  give  to  enable  you  to 
receive  the  furs.  They  are  the  small  bones  of 
dog's  feet, — emblems  of  fidelity  and  truth;  there- 
fore be  cautious  who  you  permit  to  be  tlie  bearer 
of  one  of  those  links  of  sacred  friendship,  which, 
amongst  these  unpolished  children  of  nature,  are 
employed,  instead  of  confidential  letters  of  recom- 
mendation, in  favour  of  a  man  of  known  probity 
and  honour.  Some  of  them  are  made  of  a  bone, 
with  a  dog's  head  rudely  carved  upon  them ;  and, 
during  my  long  residence  amongst  the  savages, 
I  never  saw  one  of  them  presented  by  a  trader.' 

"  He  made  answer,  '  I  was  formerly  a  small 
trader  amongst  your  tribes  myself,  and  they  are 
not  unacquainted  with  the  name  of  John  Richard- 
son. Although  you  have  never  seen  a  merchant 
present  one  of  those  tokens,  I  have  had  them 
several  times ;  and  I  confess,  that  by  them  I  made 
my  fortune.  The  chiefs  put  implicit  confidence 
in  me  when  I  carried  them  from  one  tribe  to 
another,  and  gave  me  a  decided  preference  over 
the  other  traders ;  —  a  preference,  also,  that  I  was 
careful  never  to  abuse,  or  give  them  cause 
repent.' 

"  In  a  few  days  afterwards  the  trader  made  his 
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appearance,  and  his  features  at  once  prepossessed 
me  in  his  favour. 

"  From  my  description  of  the  furs,  he  said  they 
were  worth  from  1500  to  2000  dollars;  and,  on 
giving  him  the  tokens,  I  received  1000  dollars 
down,  and  was  to  get  the  remainder  at  his  return, 
or  sooner,  if  he  could  convey  intelligence  to  our 
friend  Mr.  Richardson  of  his  having  succeeded  in 
his  mission. 

"  With  tills  money,  and  the  assurance  of  the 
handsome  sum  left  me  by  my  brotlier,  I  deter- 
mined to  fix  myself  in  the  centre  of  tlie  best 
hunting-grounds  on  the  south-west  side  of  the 
Ohio,  about  twenty  or  tliirty  miles  from  Fort  Pitt. 
Before  making  a  permanent  settlement,  however, 
I  resolved  to  encamp  for  one  j'ear,  after  the 
manner  of  the  aborigines  :  I  should  thus  be  able 
to  ascertain  exactly  all  the  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages of  the  position. 

"  Our  wives,  and,  indeed,  we  ourselves,  soon 
became  disgusted  with  civilised  society.  The 
trouble  of  dressing,  visiting,  and  receiving  visiters, 
with  a  hundred  other  irksome  ceremonies,  which 
appeared  to  us  superfluous,  as  well  as  the  great 
duplicity  and  insincerity  prevailing  amongst  the 
people  themselves,  very  soon  determined  us  to  re- 
turn as  quickly  as  possible  to  our  beloved  forests. 
There,  no  intruding  guests  prevented  us  from 
eating,  drinking,  and  sleeping  at  fixed  hours, 
after  our  own  manner;  and  there,  falsehood  and 
deceit  were  unknown. 

N   6 
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'*  ForluiiatelV)  about   this   time  I  received 
answer  from  the  executor  of  my  brother's 
lie  had  left  me  twelve  thousand  dollars  in 
which  were  placed  iti  one  of  the  banks  at  my 
posal,  and  a  &rm  near  Philadelphia,  wortli 
thousand  dollars  more. 

"  I  then  purchased  a  bull,  four  cows,  and  di 
■ame  number  of  good,  hardy  horsey  of  wtiidkl 
very  useful  breed,  capable  of  living  in  the  wood 
and  endurmg  all  sorts  of  hardships,  Ls  peculiar  | 
this  part  of  America.  < 

"  'ITms  prepared,  we  started  ofl^  to  the  grest  j^ 
of  mv  wife,  as  well  as  of  Raven  and  his  fsmlj^ 
wIki  had  been  completely  tired  of  living  amoogsl 
the  wliites,  as  they  termed  it,  and  '  htaring  ^um 
tell  nil  many  lies.'  This  last  accusation  I  did  not 
exactly   luiderstand,    until    they    explained   wtat 
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temporary  manner,  I  set  off  myself  to  Fort  Pitt ; 
where  I  bought  cannon,  muskets,  rifles,  ammu- 
nition, &c.  SlC,  and  iiired  several  men  to  assist 
me  during  the  summer  montlis,  to  whom  I  pro- 
mised a  safe  convoy  back  in  the  autumn.  Having 
loaded  a  boat  with  these  effects,  I  proceeded  down 
the  Ohio  to  the  place  where  we  killetl  the  buf- 
(falos ;  and  which,  in  a  direct  line,  is  distant  only 
about  three  miles  and  a  half.  From  llience,  with 
my  horses,  which  I  had  augmented  to  six,  I  con- 
veyed all  my  property  to  this  spot,  where  I  for- 
ti6ed  myself,  and  have  lived  ever  since.  The 
progress  of  colonisation,  on  the  part  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, having  taken  a  direction  more  to  the  left 
or  south-west  of  me,  I  have  remained  unmolested, 
and  hope  to  continue  so  for  many  years.  Tlie 
wliole  of  my  expenses  here  has  not  much  ex- 
ceeded six  thousand  dollars,  so  that  there  still 
remains  a  nice  snug  little  property,  which  I  keep 
as  a  nest-egg  in  case  of  necessity ;  or,  when  I  am 
gone  to  my  long  home,  for  my  son,  who,  I  am 
happy  to  observe,  seems  inclined  to  follow  his 
father's  footsteps. 

"  Tluis,  gentlemen,  you  see  before  you  a  citizen 
of  the  world  ;  a  civilised  man,  who  has  become  a 
savage  from  principle.  I  jKiy  no  taxes;  I  am 
under  no  control ;  and  stoop  to  no  power  but  God 
himself.  Notwithstanding,  I  am  obligefl  to  im- 
pose laws  and  restrictions  on  my  dependents  and 
myself.  As  the  master  of  a  family,  and  captain- 
general  of  this  fortress,  I  am  bound  to  protect 
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and  provide  for  those  connected  with  me; 
have  certain  indispensable  duties  to  fulfil,  vl 
cannot  lay  aside,  or  permit  to  be  infringed 
by  any  one.  In  short,  my  veto  is  as  despotic 
sacred  as  that  of  the  most  powerful  montm 
the  globe ;  and  if  it  were  not  so,  what  would 
come  of  our  fortress  ?  Yet  I  am  no  tyrant, 
people  deem  themselves  sufficiently  free,  allli 
not  one  of  them  ever  dares  to  disobey  my 
They  know  that  every  thing  must  have  a  h 
—  u  leader  who  must  be  obeyed,  or  aiiarchy 
confusion  would  ensue.  Gentlemen,  you  may 
this  what  you  please ;  but  here  I  am  free  fi 
intrigues,  malice,  and  all  uncharitableness 
kingdom  is  situated  between  the  savages  and 
civilised,  jartaking  of  both: — a  sovereignty  wh 
I  declare  to  you,  I  would  not  exchange  for 
presidency  of  your  higlily-boasted  republic 

"  Now,  young  gentleman,"  said  he,  turning 
the  panegyrist  of  the  institutions  of  America, 
hope  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  have  otfendetl  J 
republican  feelings,  as  I  never  intended  to  i 
war  against  individual  opinions,  but  against 
solid  systems ;  and  I  have  candidly  exposed  to 
at  the  same  time  my  own  sentiments  and  fi 
ings." 

At  the  close  of  his  recital  the  whole  pi 
unanimously  arose  and  drank  his  health,  excld 
ing,  "  Bravo  !  bravo  !  Major." 

"  Sir,"  said  the  young  republican,  "  so  far  fr 
feeling  wounded  at  any  of  your  obser%'aUon% 
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have  admired  your  eloquence,  and  have  been 
overcome  by  the  closeness  of  your  reasonrog."  In- 
deed, we  were  all  quite  surprised  to  find  a  derer, 
sensible,  entertaining  man,  of  solid  prindplei  and 
virtue,  where  we  expected  to  meet  an  ignorant, 
licentious  half-^vage. 

Ttie  Major's  health  was  again  drunk  with  three 
cheers;  and,  having  finidted  our  potations,  we 
retired  to  rest  in  the  same  manner  as  we  iiad  done 
the  night  before. 

Tlie  following  morning,  after  break&st,  we  pre- 
pared to  depart ;  and  found  our  hospitable  enter- 
tainer had  loaded  a  horse  with  bu&lo  meat, 
venison,  and  our  wild  turkn-s,  which  he  ordered 
one  of  his  natives  to  lead,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  conduct  lis  by  the  shortest  route  through  the 
forests  to  Fort  Pitt- 

We  thanked  him  warmly  for  his  kindoeas  and 
generous  hospitalitj- ;  promising,  if  ever  we  revisited 
that  part  of  the  country,  to  take  up  our  quarten 
with  him  again :  and,  having  wished  him  success 
and  happiness,  pursued  our  route  towards  the 
banks  of  the  Alleghany. 

Our  journey  back  did  not  afford  much  sport. 
We  killed  a  few  squirrels  and  pigeons,  but  met 
with  no  large  game ;  owing,  I  presume,  to  our 
travelling  in  a  body,  and  being  verj'  noisy :  for 
we  talked  and  laughed  the  whole  time. 

Notwithstanding  our  toilsome  march,  my  ser- 
vant woke  me  the  next  morning  at  daylight,  to 
say  it  was  time  to  dress  and  repair  to  head-quar- 
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lei's.     In  a  few  minutes   afterwards,   the  onle 
sergeant  bringing  in  a  report,  I  hurried  off  toi 
duty;  for,    as   we  were  now   beginning  to  IM 
arrangements  for  the  return  of  the  troops  to  Pli 
adelphia,  the  quarter-niaster-general  gave  m* 
much  business  as  I  couM  manage  to  accompi 
within  a  given  time. 

As   I  before  observed,  we  met  with  no  gn 
opposition  from  the  enemy.     In  the  few  engaj 
mcnts  that  took  place,  they  never  once  allowed 
to  come  to  the  point  of  the   bayonet  with  tba 
yet,  upon   the  whole,  owing  to  the   hardsiiips 
the  season,  our  campaign  was  a  severe  one.    T 
army  took  about  four  or  five  hundred  prisoner 
and,  after  all  that  we  had  sufTered,  to  march  tht 
over  a  distance  of  three  hundred  and  forty  inili 
through  bad  winter  roads,  was  not  a  very  agn 
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I  will  not  fatigue  rnv  readers  bv  k?ading  them 
to  every  town  and  station  through  which  we 
passed ;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  we  made  rapid 
marches,  and  arrived  within  a  few  miles  of  Phil- 
adelphia, at  a  village,  towards  the  close  of  winter. 

A  committee  was  appointed  by  the  good  people 
of  the  town,  witli  the  consent  of  the  mayor  and 
corporation,  to  meet  us  at  this  place,  and  give  a 
splendid  entertainment  in  honour  of  our  return. 
Tl>is  committee  immediately  invited  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  all  his  stafi^  together  with  a 
battalion  of  gentlemen  volunteers,  to  partake  of  a 
supper ;  for,  as  we  did  not  get  to  the  station  until 
three  in  the  afternoon,  it  was  too  late  to  prepare 
a  dinner.  Several  magnificent  tents  were  erected 
for  the  occasion ;  and  the  rarest  and  most  de- 
licate viands,  with  costly  wines,  were  presented  to 
us  in  abundance.  Two  deputies,  who  presided 
at  the  head  and  foot  of  each  of  the  tables,  and 
did  tlie  honours  as  representatives  of  die  inhabit- 
ants of  Philadelphia,  drank  our  healths  in  the 
name  of  the  mayor  and  corporation,  congratu- 
lating us  on  the  success  of  our  expedition  and 
our  safe  return. 

After  these  preliminary  ceremonies,  the  wine 
flowed  in  generous  libations  to  the  belles  of  the 
city  ;  and  the  health  of  all  tlie  distinguished  cha- 
racters of  that  period  were  likewise  drunk  in  full 
bumpers.  Songs,  stories,  anecdotes,  &c.,  inter- 
mingled with  copious  draughts  of  the  sparkling 
juice  of  the  grape,  made  merrj'  the  fleeting  hours ; 
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and,  ere  we  were  aware  of  it,  the  sun  m  dl 
glory  rose  to  assist  at  oui-  revels. 

The  supper  did  not  finish  until  the  guesti 
either  tumbled   from,  or    otherwise  quiti«l, 
chairs,  to  seek  repose  beneath  the  tables;  and 
must    have   been   about   ten  o'clock  in  tlie 
before  the  company  might    be  said  to  hive 
pletely  dispersed. 

I  was  one  of  the  last  who  contrived  to 
away ;  but  I  had  some  difficulty  to  pick  my 
for,  under  tlie  tables,  and  all  around  them  on 
groun<l,  lay  many  a  brave  fellow  at  full  length. 

My  i-eadcrs,  I  think,  will  believe,  from  I 
description,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  repub 
are  fond  of  a  drop  of  good  liquor ;  and  are 
behind  those  of  Europe  in  pajing  their  derotie 
to  the  jolly  god. 

It  was  tlie  general's  intention  to  have  made 
triumphal  entry  into  Philadelphia  that  very  < 
but  he  now  found  it  impossible.      His  vanquish 
troops  were    laid  prostrate  on  the  field,  snodi 
in  swinish  concert  all  around  him. 

In  the  evening  the  drum  beat,  and  collected 
those  together  who  could  stand  on  their  l^s ;  i 
who  were  as  quickly  dismissed  to  sleep,  with 
remjjtory  orders  to  appear  sober  at  drum-beat 
following  morning. 

The  sun  arose,  and  the  troops  appeared  oi 
more  in  good  condition,  all  rigged  out  in  ih 
best  uniforms.     This,  however,  was  a  mistake 
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the  adjutant  who  coor^ed  the  order,  and  it  <id 
not  exacdy  please  the  geaenL 

"  To  alter  the  capital,  tricked  out  like  p^ 
maitres,"  ohserred  he,  "  after  soch  a  M.PLU. 
campaign,  will  look  at  thoo^  «e  kad  beea  aK 
merely  (or  a  (ew  wedo'  drill ;  and  aa  one  vfl 
believe  we  have  sufiered  the  (oik  wbA  kaidakipa 
of  a  soldier's  life.  No,  no,  adjntant ;  that  wiB 
never  do :  it  would  lamiih  the  glonr  of  oar 
victorious  arms,  aod  reflect  eternal  tfi^graee  am 
this  honourable  corp*."  So  sajin^  be  ii^ 
mediatelj  iasaed  an  order  to  tlaipene  ike 
again,  and  that  every  ofieer  aad 
be  dresed  in  their  wont  fait  befcce  tbey  re- 
turned 10  the  ranks.  Thit 
effected  in  a  short  time ;  and 
began  to  advance  lowarda  the  oplaL  A*  the 
night  had  been  frosty,  the  roadi  were  ^aite  dity 
and  dusty ;  so  that,  dming  about  two 
a  half  tliat  we  were  on  oar  maick,  we 
completely  powdered  with  dirt, 
as  our  Taliant  ooounander  ooidd  dcaine.  Tbi^ 
added  to  our  old,  tkradbafc^  ikabby  aaSaimti 
gave  us  the  appearance  of  troo|M  worn  down  widi 
&tigue  aod  hardshipa,  and  excitad  tke 
of  all  the  citizens.  Our  noble  (^ 
us  several  times,  and  made  us  go  thnx^  loae 
very  irksome,  becaoae  iiir Ir  ai.  ■nnamvTca,  in 
order  to  kill  time,  so  thnt  we  ni^it  not  arrive 
too  soon  ;  and  really  btigned  v :  not  to  mention 
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the  anxiety  of  sons,  brothers,  and  sweetheara, 
clasp  in  their  arms  those  beings  to  whom 
felt  endeared  by  everj-  tender  tie,  and  who  cun 
him  in  their  hearts  for  this  unnecessary 
At  length  we  got  within  the  city,  and  notfc 
could  exceed  the  shouts,  the  hurras,  and 
of  the  populace ;  whilst  the  windows  of 
house  were  filled  with  elegant  women,  who 
upon  us,  and  waved  their  lily-white  ham 
chiefs,  in  token  of  their  approbation.  A 
order,  however,  had  been  issued,  that  d 
should  dare  to  receive  the  congratulations  of 
nearest  friends  or  relations,  or  budire  an 
irom  the  ranks  after  we  had  arrived  at  the  pat 
until  the  word  of  command  was  given,  an( 
had  gone  through  some  more  exercises. 

Tlie  concourse  of  persons  was  so  dense,  tbi 
left  only  a  narrow  opening,  barely  wide  eiw 
to  allow  the  troops  to  march  through ;  for 
curiosity  of  the  whole  city  was  excited,  m 
mention  the  great  interest  the  jiarents  and  fri 
of  those  who  served  in  the  volunteer  corps 
have  felt  at  beholding  them  return  in  safety. 

As  we  passed  slowly  along,  the  crowd  cheered 
every  step,  and  almost  drowned  the  military 
with  their  shouts  of  triumph  and  congratulst 
Thousands  of  hands  were  stretched  forth,  bi 
one  dared  to  receive  the  grasp  of  his  belove<l  fri 
and  the  columns  moved  on  as  steadily  as  if 
were  going  into  action.  This  discipline  exi 
the  admiration  of  the  spectators,  and  occasul 
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renewed  shoots  of  apphoae.  At  imglh 
at    the    parade,   wbere    wk    we 
hoUow  squares     The  word  </ 
then  given  to  pemit  oa  to 
they  rushed  inlo  oar 
truly  afiecting. 

When  I  quitted  mr  native  i 
^^full  intentioa  of 
'dderable  period;  nordUIi 
event  which  eoold  iateffen?  ^ 
man  is  doomed  e*«r  to  be 
geocies:  the  receipc  of  a  pBibec  til 
Ireland,  infiirming  meof  ttedeaAofMyi 

rendered  it  ahsoliBrfy  metemmj  Am.  I 
return  to  take  poaeaian  of  iL     Vj  «■■■■,  i 
was  the  next  heir,  and  witk  whaa  I  had  wt 
been  on  very  cordial  tciB%  lad  akca^  fa>  in 
daim,  on  the  plea  of  lajbaag  dead;  aad  it  s] 
bable  I  do  him  littlewroog  is  ^ 
was  lather  to  the  tfaoogkl."     A  I 
to  whom  I  had  wrinenia  i 
in  my  broar,  and  prerented  !■ 
in  his  disfaooest  scheme.     The  i 
it  heiog  thecomii 

able  to  a  voyage  acraas  the  Atiasde; 
guardian  seemed  greatly  pleased  that  I  w 
to  return  to  my  natire  land;   firal,  ia 
disappoint  the  aTarioe  of  my  ■opriadpia 
and,  secondly,  to  gire  as  aa  opportaasty  of  jaw- 
ing with  our  own  eyes  wliether  all  < 
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jmblished  in  the  public  journals  respectiog 
advantages  arising  out  of  the  emancipation 
really  true. 

Though  some  years  had  elapsed  since  my 
K»-vojage,  which  I  have  before  desc: 
nevertheless  had  left  a  strong  impression 
my  mind,  particularly  the  loss  of  the  niain- 
whh  the  aeveral  incidents  connected  with  it 
erent  in  no  wise  cooled  my  ardour  for  the 
serrice;  on  the  contrarj',  I  was  deti 
place  myself,  in  every  voyage,  under  the 
of  the  commander,  until  I  had  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  what,  iu  spite  of  all  its  prival 
I  considered  the  most  noble,  active,  and 
profession  a  gentleman  could  devote  hi; 
Several  sciences  are  necessary  to  form  a 
officer,  with  which  he  must  be  well  acqi 
not  only  in  theorj',  but  in  practice.  Amongst 
the  sublime  science  of  astronomy  lifts  liis  soi 
once  above  the  nellicr  world,  and  draws 
nearer  to  the  Divine  Creator,  by  exposing  to  li 
contemplation  the  wonderfiil  order  and  regula 
which  pervade  and  direct  his  incomparable 
This  study  impresses  him  witli  religious  feeli 
and  with  a  just  and  proper  sense  of  his  d 
and  the  value  of  a  methodical,  well -organ 
^•stem  of  conducting  everj'  thing  relating  to 
service. 

In  a  welUcommanded  ship,  a  strict  atteniioi 
order  i>en*ades  the  whole  establishment.  Not  < 
the  officers,  but  the  petty  officers  and  indeed 
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,  seamen  themselves,  lake  care  that  each  article  k 
put  in  iu  proper  place ;  so  that,  in  the  '*>«*f^ 
night,  a  marling-spike,  a  ball  of  spun-yam,  a  gas- 
ket, an  earing,  or  any  other  thing  that  is  wanted, 
may  be  found  immediately  without  a  candle,  I 
will  not  pretend  to  say  that  lanterns  are  not  and 
in  many  Teasels :  but  I  hare  known  tbem  inter- 
dicted in  some,  and  have  myself  made  the  trial, 
when  articles  wanted  in  the  night  were  broagfat 
in  the  dark,  with  great  speed  and  exactncM. — Bat 
to  return  to  the  subject  of  our  departure. 

After  receiving  my  letters,  we  found  abnoit  aO 
the  early  ships  of  the  season  Itad  aailed.  One 
only  remained,  and  as  we  wished  to  arriTe  in  Ire- 
land during  the  spring  months,  weresolred  to  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity. 

Our  captain  was  not  only  a  scientific  navigator, 
hut  a  thorougli-hred,  practical  seaman,  m  fesrles 
as  he  was  skilful. 

It  fortunately  happened  that  he  was  an  old 
acquaintance  of  ours,  and  when  1  told  him,  I 
should  put  myself  entirely  under  hisoonunand,  he 
replied,  "  Then  I  '11  make  a  good  seaman  of  too, 
if  you  have  any  taste  for  tar  and  rope-yams  in 
your  composition ;  and  if  you  have  not,  why  you 
may  as  well  get  yourself  hauled  up  high  and  dry 
upon  shore;  for  no  man  ever  became  a  good 
sailor  against  the  grain." 

The  commencement  of  our  paisage  initiated 
me  at  once  into  the  most  insupportable  part  of  my 
sea   education.      We  descended  the   large   river 


I>elawiire,  and  anchored  in  the  bny  of  ike  t 
naine,  the  wind  blowing  a  frt-sh  gale  from 
N.  E.,  almost  directly  in  our  teeth.  Howefcr, 
eapttiin  observed,  that  }ie  always  sought  a 
wind  at  sea,  instead  of  waiting,  as  others  didf 
a  favourable  breeze  to  conruuence  their  vi 
He  llierefore  set  sail,  and  putting  a  press  of 
vas  upon  the  ship,  beat  to  windward,  through  d 
May  and  Henlopen,  which  form  the  entranoQ 
the  buy,  into  the  open  ocean. 

Fortunately,  the  ship,  which  was  of  about 
hundred  tons  burden,  was  strong  and  well  bd 
notwithstanding  which  our  noble  captain  strai 
every  timber-head,  and  carried  away  some  s 
before  he  got  completely  clear  of  the  coast. 
horribly  sea-sick  in  my  berth,  and  at  ererj-  atti 
to  rise  found  my  head  so  giddy,  and  the  root 
of  the  ship  so  rapid  and  disagreeable,  that  I 
not  stand  upon  my  legs.  She  pitched  violen 
tlu-ough  a  heavy  head-sea,  that  broke  in 
over  her  bows,  and  kept  her  decks,  fix>ni  sten 
stern,  constantly  under  water. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  day  I 
by  the  captain  himself,  who  with  a  piece  of 
salt  pork  on  a  biscuit  in  one  hand,  and  a  glas 
grog  in  the  other,  addressed  me  in  an  authoi 
live  tone,  with,  — 

"  Come,  my  young  land-lubber,  rouse  out, 
eat  your  breakfast." 

In  vain  I  attempted  to  excuse  myseIC 

"  You  have  put  yourself,"  said  he,   "  under 


^ 
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cotnmaiKL  to  make  a  nHor  of  jtoo ;  n 
offer  the  first  nidimeolB  of  annmiririp^ 
take  no  denial ;  so  torn  to  npoo  tbe 
grog ;  splice  them  together  villi  jDor 
and  (hen,  if  jon  cannot  alami  llw  6iKk, 
lay  jrou  in  the  lee  Muppca*,  aotfl  ytm 
sea  legs  aboard." 

The  onlj  modification  I  eaaid  obia 
cruel  order  waM,  first  to  be  pennitted  lo 
self,  and  go  apon  deck  to  eat 
he  styled  it.  With  nnch  difcukj  I 
clothes,  and,  toctenng  Vkm  a  dradkc 
trived  to  crawl  to  tbe  weather  tide  of 
deck,  where  I  fiMind  the  nk.  park, 
grog  in  waittag^  wkh  wmM 
mand  of,  — **  Do  yoa  hear,  my  yooog 
lay  the  salt  pork  and  biicwi 
and  let   me  see  DO   more  of 


porhaiii 


•f  «■ 


gnm." 

Aecordingly,  I  began  lo  cat 
•caroehr  had  I  finidied  afiiarthpart  i 
and  dnink  a  coople  of  moothfnk,  ere  I  wac  < 
to  hasten  to  tbe  lee  gugway,  and  i 
the  effects  of  a  stmiig  eaaetie.  It  was  oear 
an  hour  before  any  ttamarh  became  sertled, 
I  could  staad  on  waj  fieet  agna ;  wluch  the  esf 
no  sooner  pereeired,  than  he  deared  aw  to  ret 
to  tbe  qoarter-deck.  I  obeyvd,  bat  with  g 
disgust :  however,  I  foond  myself  better  as  I  ; 
oeeded,  and  ai  lei^th  naoaged  lo  aaaBov 
portkm,  and  wash  it  down  tridi  Ae  i 
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the  grog.  After  this,  I  was  ordered  to  walk 
and  down  upon  the  weather  side  of  the  vea 
and,  in  tlie  course  of  an  hour  more,  felt  quite  i 
from  sea-sickness. 

Whenever  a  sail  was  to  be  set  or  taken  in^ 
any  of  the  yards  to  be  braced  up,  I  was  sent 
assist  This  exercise  produced  a  wonderfii 
good  effect ;  so  that,  by  the  time  tlie  diuner 
ready,  I  had  as  good  an  appetite  as  the  capi 
himself.  Fortunately,  our  meal  was  composed 
salt  beef  and  potatoes,  with  a  flour  pudding; 
hungry  as  I  felt,  I  really  think  I  could  not  hi 
eaten  of  the  pork  again.  Our  captain,  seeing 
commence  like  an  old  sailor,  said ;  — 

"  Well  done,  landsman,  eat  heartily,  but  don 
overload  your  stomach ;  and  in  the  course  j 
a  few  days  you  will  get  out  of  the  lubbers'  nJ 
altogedier."  1 

His  words  were  prophetic,  —  my  appetite  u 
creased  daily,  though  I  still  felt  an  insuperah 
aversion  to  fat  pork  and  grog. 

During  our  passage,  I  made  rapid  progress 
practical  seamanship;  could  hand,  reef,  and  ste 
and  was  sometimes  put  in  the  charge  of  tlie  wati 
and  the  commands  of —  "  Larboard  watch  the* 
brace  up  the  yards  fore  and  aft;  haul  out  the  bfli 
lines ;  Uike  care  to  slack  off  the  trusses,  and  bel 
all  fast  again," — were  given  with  all  the  con6den 
of  a  veteran  sailor. 

I  remember,  on  one  occasion,  when  the  secoi 
olBcer  had  left  me  in  charge,  whilst  he  stepp 


AN    IRISH    TRAVELLER. 


291 


forward  for  a  moment,  the  wind  suddenly  shifted 
in  our  favour ;  I  called  out  directly  with  a  sono- 
rous voice,  — 

"  Come  aft,  lads,  and  round  in  the  weather 
braces."  On  hearing  this,  the  officer  hastened 
back  to  his  station,  exclaiming,  — 

"  Bravo  !  young  man  ;  but  remember  the  next 
time  I  leave  you  in  command,  that  you  report  to 
me  before  you  dare  to  start  tack  or  sheet ;  —  't  is 
a  liberty  we  old  officers  don't  allow." 

This  tenaciousness  of  authoritj'  appeared  so 
preposterous,  that  I  could  not  help  remarking,  I 
thought  he  was  wrong  to  depute  his  office  to  any 
one  in  whose  skill  and  experience  he  did  not  feel 
implicit  confidence. 

"  Suppose,"  said  I,  "  for  example,  whilst  you 
were  below,  a  sudden  squall  had  struck  the  ship ; 
all  the  spars  might  be  carried  away  during  the 
time  I  was  occupied  in  seeking  you." 

*'  Right !  right !  young  gentleman,"  said  the  cap- 
tain, who  had  come  upon  deck,  and  overheard  the 
conversation  ;  "  you  are  right ;  and,  Mr.  Fearon, 
I  request,  whenever  tin's  young  gentleman  takes 
charge  of  the  deck  again,  you  will  permit  him  to 
exercise  his  own  judgment, — trimming  the  sails,  or 
even  taking  them  in,  should  necessity  require  it." 

"  By  all  means.  Sir,"  replied  the  officer;  "  I  was 
only  afraid  he  might  want  experience  sufficient  to 
be  so  far  trusted." 

'•  'llien,  Sir,"  retorted  the  captain,  "  vou  were 
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wrong  in  giving  him  the  command  of  the  vtid 
even  for  an  instant."  Fearon  pocketed  tbe  i 
primand,  and  never  afterwards  attempted  to  co 
trol  my  orders. 

As  the  passftge  was  extremely  boisteroos,  a 
we  carried  plenty  of  sail,  or,  as  the  sailors  term 
"  packed  the  rags  upon  lier,"  she  lost  several 
spars,  but  fortunately,  never  when  I  bad 
watch  upon  deck.  The  weatfier  was  superb  jl 
before  we  made  tlie  coast  of  Ireland,  and 
captain,  who  was  an  exfiert  hand  at  ascertainfl 
his  position  by  the  heavenly  bodies,  or  by 
is  called  lunar  ohsenmtions,  pushed  on  boldly  i 
tiie  Channel,  with  the  aid  of  a  couple  of  go 
chronometers,  under  reefed  topsails,  and  top^ 
lants  over  them.  We  passed  several  vessels  wii 
out  a  rag  of  sail  upon  their  masts,  and  looking 
if  they  had  been  lying  at  anchor. 

"  There,"  said  he,  as  we  went  by  tliem,  "  tha 
fellows  are  either  too  timid  to  carry  sail,  or  knd 
not  their  longitude  ;  and  wait  there  to  get  souiM 
ings,  or  a  sight  of  the  land,  to  find  out  who 
diey  are." 

Althougli  the  weather  had  suddenly  becol 
hazy,  and  the  wind  blew  hard,  he  made  no  al 
ation  in  his  course  during  tbe  whole  night.  11 
next  morning,  about  half-past  seven  bells,  it  beil 
my  watch  below,  I  felt  myself  shaken  violent 
oiu  of  a  sound  sleep.  I  opened  my  eyes,  and  si 
the  captain  standing  by  the  side  of  my  berth. 

"  Come  rouse  out,  young  swab,  and  smell  vol 


AH    IBISH   nATXUXSL. 


293 


native  tar^"  be  cried ;  "  here 's  the  old  bead  of 
Kinsale  all  in  sight  on  our  larboard  bov." 

In  an  instant  I  sprung  npon  deck,  and  eenainlj 
nerer  experienced   more  real  beartfeb 
than  when  beholding  the  black  front  of  t 
known  object   towering  above  the  b^ 
long  an  absence. 

We  passed  it  at  the  rate  of  eight  knots  and  a 
half  an  hour,  and  indeed  onr  nin  up  the  Channel 
was  at  the  same  rate ;  so  that  in  the  aftemooo  of 
the  second  day  we  were  safely  moored  at  the  pier 
head  of  Liverpool. 

The  short  time  we  remained  wm  ocLmyied  ia 
examining  every  thing  remarkable  in  that  great 
commercial  citj^  Among  the  objects  which  ex- 
cited a  more  than  ordinary  interest  were  tbe 
docks,  and  ilie  busde  of  bosinesB  in  their  neigb> 
bourhood.  There  one  sees  hmidnds  of  shippii^ 
safely  moored  in  the  centre  of  tbe  town,  within 
square  basins,  surromided  by  lofty  magazines  of 
magnificent  structure,  several  stories  ki§h.  Into 
tlie  highest  of  these  the  merchandise  is  rused  by 
cranes,  or  is  lowered  by  tbe  same  contrivance 
upon  the  quay  close  to  the  ships.  \Miat  labour 
and  expense  must  have  attended  tlie  formation  of 
such  docks  where  piers  are  built  to  keep  off  the 
swell  of  the  sea !  Next  in  importance  to  these 
may  be  reckoned  the  graving  docks  for  repairing 
ships,  where  the  tide  of  the  river  Mersey  rises  high 
enough  to  float  the  largest  vessels  in  and  out. 
We  were  enchanted  also  with  the  walk  round  the 
o  S 


^amhaM  am  hoar  job  will 

the  wmves;   ao* 

before  your 

t^  M  iMe  m  Ibm.     Besidca,  if 

sna  «&ak«ved  dw  hm*,  it  is 

lo  tke  beMlt  at  the 
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rapid  rate.  Suddenlj  it  vas  checked,  and  the 
river  began  to  swell,  being  met  bv  the  retoniBW 
tide,  which  rolled  forward  its  turbulefit  I 
wares  with  irresistible  fury,  and  would  ioentaUjr 
have  overturned  anv  common  boat  attempting  to 
oppose  them.  In  this  manner  the  river  rate 
higher  and  higher,  roaring  like  thunder,  and 
forcing  back  the  current,  which,  in  a  few  miniitBi 
more,  overflowed  all  the  banks  and  sboak 
we  had  so  lately  seen  perfectly  dry.  The  re 
soon  floated  to  their  anchors,  and  sent  their  boats  | 
to  bring  off  the  passengers. 

Nothing  could  be  more  beautiful  than  the  • 
before  us :  where  the  broad  estoaiy  of  the  Dee, 
bounded  on  one  side  by  the  lofty  Welsh  moan- 
tains,  and  on  the  other  l^  a  richly  cultivated 
country,  gradually  expanded  itself  until  it  became 
lost  in  the  waves  of  the  Irish  Channel. 

We  were  not  long  getting  out  into  the  Channel, 
and  the  captain  steered  his  course,  at  near  as  the 
wind  would  allow,  for  the  entrance  of  Dublin  Bay 
on  the  opposite  coast.  Tlie  weather  continued 
fine  and  the  sea  smooth,  but  the  wind  being  scant 
a-beam,  we  fell  in  with  the  Irish  shore  to  the 
northward  of  the  bay,  near  the  Head  of  Clogher, 
not  fiu-  from  the  well-known  dangerous  rocks 
called  the  Skerricks.  They  are  quite  near  the 
coast ;  and  the  channel  between  them,  being  full 
of  sunk  rocks  and  whirlpools,  is  considered  so 
dangerous  that  no  vessel  ever  attempts  tlie  pas- 
sage, unless  from  unavoidable  necessity. 
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Our  captain  knew  liis  position  well ;  but,  as  the 
wind  seemed  inclined  to  head  us  off  the  land,  he 
put  about,  and  kept  close  in  with  the  coast.  Un- 
fortunately, when  we  got  so  near  as  to  be  exactly 
on  a  line  with  the  above-mentioned  cliffs,  the  wind 
ceased,  a  dead  calm  ensued,  and,  the  tide  having 
just  turned,  we  were  swept  along  rapidly  without 
being  able  to  alter  our  course. 

The  reader  will  readily  conceive  how  horror 
struck  all  the  passengci-s  were,  on  perceiving  thil 
the  brig  must  inevitably  be  hurried  into  this  dretd* 
fill  vortex !  What,  also,  must  have  been  the  feelings 
of  the  captain,  when,  counting  on  a  continuance 
of  the  breeze,  he  found  himself  thus  suddenlt 
becalmed  I  Here  it  were  in  vain  to  let  go  the 
anchors,  the  bottom  being  too  rocky  to  bold 
them  a  single  minute ;  while,  by  checking  the 
ship's  way,  they  might  hurl  iier  into  destruction. 

Perceiving  that  he  was  greatly  agitated,  1  ap- 
proached him  and  said,  "  Come,  Sir,  this  is  not  a 
moment  to  give  way  to  3'our  feelings.  Take  my 
advice,  —  for  I  am  something  of  a  seafaring  man : 
put  out  your  sweeps*,  and  endeavour  to  keep  the 
brig  in  the  middle  of  the  channel.  Nothing  else 
can  save  us:  even  then  we  must  trust  in  God's 
mercy ;  for  I  believe  no  vessel  of  diis  size  has  ever 
before  attempted  to  pass  between  the  Skerricks 
and  tlie  coast.  Perhaps,  as  the  tide  has  only  just 
begun  to  ebb,  the  centre  rocks  are  covered  deep 
enough  to  allow  us  to  pass  over  them." 


* 


Sweeps  are  large  oars. 
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He  seemed  roiued  to  a  sense  of  his  wtiwrioo, 
and  instantly  issued  his  orders,  which  theaOofS' 
promptly  obeyed.     They  rowed  stoady,  many  of 
the    passengers   assisting ;     tbougfa    the    grealcr , 
number    were    sobbing,    crying,    praying, 
wringing  their  hands,  seemingly  paralysed  with 
terror. 

My  guardian  now  advised  roe  to  follow  his 
example,  and  throw  off  all  my  clothes  excepc  mjr 
shirt  and  pantaloons,  so  as  to  be  free  to  swim,  in 
case  of  any  sudden  accident ;  for  we  knew,  if  we 
could  gain  the  rocks,  we  should  be  immediately 
saved  by  the  fishers  who  frequent  them.  '•  Wal- 
ter," said  he,  with  a  placid  countenance,  "  I  ma 
happy  to  see  you  so  cool  and  courageous :  reeo^ 
lect,  if  the  vessel  strikes,  to  keep  by  me,  and  let 
us  meet  our  fate  together." 

Having  thus  prepared  for  the  worst,  I  hastened 
to  the  captain,  who  was  surrotmded  by  the  weep- 
ing passengers,  and  b^;ged  he  would  timaolf  take 
the  helm  or  let  me  take  it,  as  the  man  to  whom 
it  was  entrtisted  appeared  frightened,  and  did  not 
shift  it  often  enough.  He  immediately  seized 
the  tiller,  and  began  to  steer  wtdi  caution  and 
vigour; — and  fortimate  it  was  he  did  so:  for,  at 
that  moment,  we  reached  the  centre  of  the 
charmel,  and  had  got  within  the  influence  of  the 
vortex,  which,  seizing  the  brig,  whirled  her  round 
and  round  in  a  terrific  manner ;  and  all  the  men 
could  do  with  the  sweeps  was,  to  try  and  check 
her  from  going  too  near  the  breakers.     In  one  of 
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these  violent  twists  she  struck  upon  the  top  of  a 
rock,  and  the  passengers  fell  prostrate  upon  the 
deck  with  fright.  I  now  vocifdbted  to  the  men 
to  redouble  their  efforts ;  and,-  after  bumping 
twice,  she  went  over  it.  After  this,  we  were 
hurried  along  with  great  rapidity,  and  a  breeze 
fortunately  springing  up  against  the  tide,  we  set 
aD  sail  to  it,  and  at  length  got  out  into  the  broad 
Irish  Channel,  to  the  unspeakable  joy  and  satis- 
&ction  of  every  one  on  board. 

It  was  like  a  reprieve  from  deatli,  and  language 
is  inadequate  to  convey  a  just  idea  of  the  hurrj', 
alarm,  horror,  and  confusion  that  had  prevailed 
amongst  the  passengers  a  few  minutes  before  !  — 
My  guardian  took  the  liberty  of  rating  many  of 
tbem  soundly  for  their  pusillanimous  behaviour, 
which  tended  to  embarrass  the  crew,  and  prevent 
them  from  doing  their  duty. 

AMien  we  had  passed  through,  the  captain, 
addressing  tliose  around  him,  exclaimed,  "  What 
a  miraculous  escape  !  I  have  heard  of  hundreds 
of  vessels  perishing  on  those  rocks,  and  never 
knew  one  to  come  safe  through  before.  How- 
ever, I  must  say  we  are  indebted  for  our  lives  to 
the  coolness  and  intrepidity  of  this  gentleman  and 
his  son  (pointing  to  my  guardian  and  mj'self), 
whose  advice  to  use  the  sweeps  has  proved  our 
salvation ;  for  they  alone  kept  the  ship  in  the 
middle  and  the  deepest  part  of  the  channel." — 
The  passengers,  following  his  example,  over- 
powered us  by  their  compliments  and  thanks. 
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"  After  a  calm  comes  a  storm,"  says  the  pro- 
verb. In  a  few  hours  the  wind  increased  so  that 
it  became  necessary  to  take  in  all  our  light  sails; 
and  then  we  foamed  away,  with  the  wind  a-beam, 
under  double-reefed  topsails.  In  a  short  half 
hour  after  it  commenced  the  passengers  disap- 
peared, and  were  soon  stowed  away  snug  in  their 
berths,  having  all  become  sea-sick. 

"Tliank  God  !"  said  the  captain,  "  I  shall  now 
have  some  peace,  and  hope  to  arrive  in  port  be- 
fore they  are  well  enough  to  pester  me  again." 

In  the  morning,  the  breeze  continuing  fresh 
and  contrary,  we  were  obliged  to  beat  to  wind- 
ward. However,  by  two  o'clock  on  the  third  day, 
we  found  ourselves  well  into  Dublin  Baj',  close 
under  the  Wicklow  mountains,  where,  tlie  wind 
being  still  unfavourable,  we  dropped  anchor  oppo- 
site the  Dargle. 


END    OF    THE    FIRST   VOLUME. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


The  prospect  which  meets  tlie  view  on  sailing 
into  the  bay  of  Dublin  is  truly  magnificent  and 
picturesque.  Two  small  islands,  one  called  the 
Hill  of  Howth,  and  the  other  Ireland's  Eye,  form 
its  entrance.  On  the  left  hand,  the  green,  undu- 
lating slopes  of  the  VVicklow  mountains  exhibit  all 
the  ingredients  of  the  most  finished  landscape, 
such  as  richly  cultivated  fields,  superb  mansions, 
villas,  parks,  gardens,  rocks,  and  cataracts,  even 
down  to  the  water's  edge. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  the  city  of  Dublin, 
built  on  an  eminence,  presents  to  the  eye  its 
splendid  buildings,  gilded  domes,  and  lofty  glit- 
tering spires.  Contrastc<l  with  these,  on  the 
right,  appear  the  highly  ornamented  parks  and 
grounds  of  Clantarf,  covered  with  majestic  grove* 
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and  never-fading  verdure.  Tlien  the  stperb  fisr- 
head,  a  work  of  immense  laboar  and  expense, 
with  the  lighthouse  upon  it,  jutting  into  the  bay, 
is  an  object  worthy  the  curiosity  and  admlratioo 
of  every  stranger. 

My  guardian,  who  had  visited  almost  every 
countrj-  of  the  world,  declared  that  he  knew  no 
city  that  could  surpass  it  in  beauty  of  situation. 

Being  very  anxioua  to  reach  Dublin,  in  the 
afternoon  we  quitted  the  vessel,  in  company  with 
■everal  of  the  passengers,  and  landed  at  a  spot 
wbece  a  crowd  of  poor  fellows  commenced  fight- 
inc  for  the  honour  of  carrying  our  baggage  up  to 
the  Uvem;  and  oftentimes  they  seize  upon  and 
run  off  with  it  beforv  you  can  interfere  to  prevent 
tketOi  so  anxious  are  they  to  earn  a  few  pence. 
This  was  exactly  what  happened  to  us.  We  were 
the  last  who  stepped  from  the  boat,  and  our 
portmanteaus,  being  first  put  on  shore,  were  laid 
violent  hands  upon,  and  conveyed  to  the  inn  long 
before  we  got  there. 

For  my  part,  I  gave  them  np  fiir  ]ost;  bat  my 
guardian  said  these  people  were  rtrj  honest,  and 
that,  when  we  got  to  the  tavern,  the  persons  in 
poaeanon  of  our  property  would  immediately 
cone  forward  and  msk  to  whom  it  belonged. 

Sure  eiMM^gh,  when  we  came  there,  we  e^ied 
our  portmanteaus  in  tbe  poKession  of  two  poor 
fellows,  who  appeared  quite  happy  in  having  been 
fortuiuitc  enough  to  teixe  upon  them,  and  whom 
we  now  recompensed  for  their  trouble. 

Although   «v  were  assured  by  the  innkeeper 
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that  we  had  already  given  them  more  than 
enough,  all  clamoured  for  more  mone^',  except  a 
youth  and  an  elderly  man,  who  carried  our 
higgage,  and  now  stood  in  silence,  apparently 
envying  the  good  fortune  of  their  comrades, 
whose  noisy  solicitations  in  many  cases  proved 
successful.  I  could  not  help  gazing  on  the  mild 
and  interesting  features  of  the  boy,  contrasted 
with  the  rough  but  honest  physiognomy  of  his 
companion,  who  appeared  between  forty  and  fifty 
years  of  age.  Seeing  that  the  former  looked  sad, 
I  gave  him  an  additional  shilltrsg.  He  seized  my 
hand,  and,  pressing  it  to  his  lips,  exclaimed,  — 

"  God  Ahnighty  bless  and  preserve  you  !  — 
You  have  given  me  what  will,  perhaps,  save  the 
lives  of  my  poor  decrepid  father  and  mother  ;  — 
they  will  ever  pray  for  your  honour." 

My  guardian  also  gave  a  piece  of  money  to  his 
companion,  who  seemed  also  greatly  moved,  and 
exclaimetl,  — 

"  God  be  with  the  hour  that  brought  you  both 
to  Ireland  !  May  the  blessing  of  God  light  upon 
your  honours'  heads  ! "  And  then,  giving  his 
money  to  the  boy,  he  turned  to  me,  and  said, — 
"  By  Jasus  !  but  you  're  every  inch  a  gentleman, 
and  have  done  a  real  act  of  charity  lo  that  poor 
boy,  whose  parents  are  miserable,  half-starved 
cripples,  with  scarcely  a  rag  to  cover  their  naked- 
ness. Poor  as  I  am  myself,  your  honour,  I  have 
given  him  all  this  day's  earnings,  to  help  him  to 
feed  his  family." 
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We  added  a  few  shillings  to  our  former  bounty, 
and  had  now  some  trouble  to  get  rid  of  their  im- 
portunate gratitude ;  until,  the  crowd  beginning 
to  collect,  the  youth  ran  off,  and  his  friend  fol- 
lowed him,  often  looking  back  as  tliey  retired. 

My  feelings  were  detply  interested  by  this  ad- 
venture; and  I  kuow  not  how  it  was,  but,  almost 
widiout  reflection,  I  followed  them.  They  walked 
very  fast ;  and  when  ihey  turned  into  another 
street,  where  some  large  houses  jutted  out  beyond 
the  rest,  I  lost  sight  of  them  for  an  instant. 
Running  hastily  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  way, 
I  saw  them  again  just  as  they  were  about  to  enter 
a  low,  wretched  hovel,  that  stood  on  a  solitary 
spot  at  some  distance  from  any  other  habitation : 
having  market!  the  place  widi  my  eye,  I  con- 
tinued on  until  I  got  near  to  it.  It  was  now 
growing  dark ;  and,  as  I  paused  for  a  moment  to 
take  breath,  for  I  had  run  extremely  fast,  a  thought 
flitted  across  my  mind,  that,  possibly,  what  these 
people  had  told  us  was  false,  and  thai  there  might 
be  danger  in  entering  a  tone  house,  inhabited, 
perhaps,  by  robbers.  But  the  fine,  honest,  and 
expressive  features  of  the  poor  lad,  who  could  not 
be  more  than  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age, 
rose  to  my  recollection,  together  with  the  blunt 
but  charitable  character  of  liis  companion,  and 
banished  all  suspicion. 

In  their  hurry  they  left  the  door  nearly  half 
open  ;  and  the  light  of  a  miserable  candle,  that 
stood  upon  a  table  in  the  centre  of  the  apartment. 
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enabled  me  to  discover  a  group  of  wretched 
beings,  whose  situation  excited  the  keenest  emo- 
tions of  pity,  and  riveted  me  to  the  spot. 

A  man  and  woman,  pale  and  emaciated,  had 
just  raised  themselves  upon  their  bed  of  straw, 
and  were  clasping  their  ai-ms  about  the  neck  of 
the  boy,  who  was  kneeling  beside  them.  A  young 
girl,  of  beautiful  features,  bat  literally  in  rags, 
bent  over  them  all,  and  was  kissing  the  boy 
on  the  head ;  whilst  another  man,  advanced  in 
years,  whom  I  immediately  recognised  to  be  the 
boy's  companion,  stood  leaning  upon  his  short 
stick,  gazing  upon  the  miserable  group,  and  with 
his  old  torn  hat  wiped  off  the  tears  which  courset 
each  other  down  his  manly  cheek.  I  felt  myself 
so  moved  by  this  scene,  that  the  tears  rushed  to 
my  eyes  also ;  and,  feeling  too  deeply  interested 
to  allow  me  to  quit  this  distressed  family  without 
enquiring  fiirther  into  their  history,  I  advanced 
to  the  door  unseen  by  the  inmates,  pushed  it  open, 
and  entered  the  wretched  abode. 

Tlie  boy  and  his  companion  no  sooner  saw  me, 
than  they  exclaimed,  "  Here,  mother ;  here  is 
our  angel,  our  saviour,  whom  Heaven  sent  to 
relieve  us  \" 

"  Ah  I"  cried  the  poor  emaciated  woman,  in 
feeble  accents,  "  how  shall  we  be  ever  able  to 
repay  your  charity,  your  noble  generosity  ?  You 
have  saved  us  from  dying  of  hunger  !" 

"  Hold  your  tongue,"  said  their  blunt  fi-iend ; 


don't 


you 


see  liow  his  honour's  noble  heart  ij 
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1  bcfuui  bv  reqiMst- 
mT  te«]ings  i^ain 
^  llMt  VifpWHMMW  «C  liradtude ;  having  oaaie 
MMMMa^  te  ^HfMtar  iMM  ibcir  situation,  and  see 
km  l«MMi  W«M«yi  «•  dMm.  "■  Here,"  said  I, 
««!».  !f«)k  yJitiM*  «f  fM  tor  jTOur  more  urgent 
•<li»liiNiilite  •.  wlli^  llw—  Uir  yourselves  clothes,  and 

wants  require.  Your 
'  to  the  tavern.  Wr  »JmU  not 
Im^  ifcjj'pllirr  lo-night,  and  at  tuv  iM^xt  «*b4  f 
|»wv  Hk  «««•  voa  more  romfortably  cloth«.\J :  9iMi||« 
1^1  *haU  be  sent  wtu  as  well  as  a  d^xi***  c  mm^ 
IK«  «l«mbt,  through  God's  ineity,  \tM  ^M  h«  pf. 
%\\\tr%[  to  health  and  strength  again.'* 

ll    w.iuld    be  difficult    to  paint  in 
V^riutu  emotions  depicted  on  ihe  f««turw  of  this 
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poor  family  during  the  time  I  addressed  them. 
The  tears  flowed  in  streams  from  tlieir  eyes ;  and 
towards  the  last,  their  utterance,  when  tliey  seemed 
to  wish  again  to  thank  me,  was  choked  with  sobs. 
I  hastened  away,  and  found  my  guardian,  who 
had  missed  me,  anxiously  awaiting  my  arrival, 

Whilst  relating  to  liim  the  misery  and  wretched- 
ness I  had  witnessed,  the  old  man  entered,  saying, 
"  Here  1  am,  to  receive  your  honour's  com- 
mands." 

I  sent  for  the  landlord,  and  ordered  some  good 
solid  food  for  those  who  were  well,  and  sent  to 
the  sick  a  bason  of  excellent  soup  and  bread  ;  but 
charged  the  old  man  not  to  let  them  eat  too  much 
at  first-  He  crossed  himself  wlien  he  saw  the 
victuals,  and  exclaimetl, — 

"  Great  God  be  praised  !  May  he  shower  down 
his  blessings  upon  your  generous  hearts !  Ah  ! 
your  honour,  for  the  last  four  days  we  have  ate 
of  nothing  but  a  few  cold  potatoes  given  to  uj 
by  a  charitable  neighbour ;  for  we  had  oursulvea 
no  money  to  buy  cither  potatoes,  or  turf  to  boil 
them ;  nor  could  I  earn  a  penny  any  where.  The 
poor  boy  also  tried  in  vain  to  hire  himself,  and 
was  at  last  forced  to  beg." 

"  Go,"  said  my  guardian,  "  go  to  your  friends; 
we  siiail  hear  your  story  at  another  opportunity ; 
at  present  you  must  not  delay  any  longer  with 
the  food,  which,  no  doubt,  tliey  are  impatiently 
awaiting." 

"  .'Vh!"  said   I,  as   he   went  out,    "this  fir>t 
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eawj  in  mj  natire  land  has  already  damped  liur 
joy  I  fell  on  landing.  If  my  feelings  are  to  be 
thus  wounded  at  every  step,  I  shall  regret  that 
circumstances  have  obliged  me  to  revisit  these 
■Genes  of  misery  and  wretchedness." 

"  Cold  indeed  most  be  the  heart,"  said  my 
guardian,  "  which  could  pass  by  such  objects  im- 
moved.  Let  not  your  spirits,  however,  be  cast 
down  by  an  isolated  example  whicli  has  acciden- 
tally come  under  our  notice ;  perhaps,  as  we  ad- 
vance, we  shall  find  such  changes  in  the  condition 
•f  our  population  as  will  revive  your  hopes,  and 
convince  you  that  Ireland  has  improved  much 
since  our  departure." 

Whilst  we  were  at  breakfast  next  morning,  the 
old  man  sent  word  by  the  waiter  tliat  he  was 
come,  and  my  guardian  ordered  him  in.  He 
approached  us,  making  a  respectful  bow,  and 
exclaimed,  as  he  kept  twisting  his  old  shattered 
hat  on  the  end  of  his  stick,  "  Oh  !  your  honours, 
how  happy  you  have  made  my  poor  friends  !  If 
you  could  only  have  been  present  when  I  carried 
them  the  food  !"  Here  he  paused  for  a  second 
or  two,  and  then  went  ou  with  tlie  tears  glistening 
in  his  eyes. 

"  By  my  soul  I  but  it  made  my  old  tough  heart 
ache  to  look  at  it  !  Now,  thought  I  to  myself, 
these  people,  who  hav'n't  seen  a  bit  of  meat  for 
many  a  long  day,  will  fall  to  like  mad  dogs;  and 
how  the  devil  shall  I  prevent  them  ?  Besidee^ 
his  honour  told  me  not  to  let  them  ate  too  much 
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»t  first.  By  Jasus !  your  honours,  but  I  was  de- 
ceived ;  tliey  looked  at  the  victuals  as  if  they  were 
poison  !  Not  a  soul  budged  to  take  a  bite ;  and 
they  all  began  to  pray  to  God  and  cry.  They 
made  a  baby  of  me,  and  I  cried  like  a  fool  too ; 
but  at  last,  getting  angry,  I  said,  taking  a  piece 
of  meat  and  bread  myself,  '  You're  all  unthankful 
people :  why,  in  the  name  of  God,  don't  you  ate 
what  tlieir  honoure  have  sent  you,  through  the 
fevour  of  Heaven?'  This  roused  them,  and  they 
began,  but  sobbed  like  children  at  every  moulh- 
fiil.  So  I  swallowed  my  own  share  as  fast  as  I 
could,  and  ran  off  to  see  your  honours  again." 

I  rang  the  bell,  and  ordered  the  waiter  to  bring 
in  a  glass  of  whisky.  "  Here,  old  man,"  said  I ; 
"  what 's  your  name  ?" 

"  My  name,  your  honour,  for  want  of  better,  is 
Matthew." 

"  Then,  Matthew,  there 's  a  glass  of  whisky, 
to  fortify  your  stomach  and  your  spirits ;  for  you 
have  had  a  painful  task  to  perform,  although  I 
am  sure  you  are  happy  to  serve  your  friends." 

"  Long  life  to  your  honours  ?"  said  he,  swal- 
lowing it ;  "  and  may  my  sinful  soul  never  receive 
salvation  if  I  would  n't  give  up  life  to-morrow  to 
see  those  poor  folks  comfortably  settled !" 

"  I  wish  to  visit  this  family  myself,"  said  my 
guardian ;  "  therefore  do  you  return,  and  say  I 
have  sent  for  a  physician,  and  we  shall  presently 
come  together." 
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"  Heaven  grant  you  health  and  long  life  !"  said 
eld  Matthew  again,  as  he  retired. 

On  examining  their  limbs,  tlie  doctor  found 
them  half  paralysed ;  but  said  he  did  not  despsiir 
of  their  speedy  recovery,  as  he  conceived  the  ill- 
ness to  have  been  principally  caused  by  weakness, 
the  result  of  chagrin,  misfortune,  and  want  of 
food.  After  putting  several  questions  to  them, 
he  turned  to  my  guardian,  and  remarked,  with 
great  good  feeling, — 

"  Alas !  sir,  I  have  seen  but  too  many  such 
objects  of  late ;  and  I  must  confess,  at  the  same 
time,  tliat  none  of  them  have  excited  more  com- 
passion than  the  family  before  me :  for  I,  who, 
from  constant  habit,  have  learned  to  judge  of 
mankind  by  their  outward  behaviour  and  appear- 
ance, could  almost  answer  for  the  honesty  and 
virtue  of  these  [)oor  creatures.  Without  knowing 
any  thing  of  their  previous  history,  I  am  led  to 
believe  that  their  tiiisfortuues  have  not  been 
brought  upon  them  by  any  mbcouduct  of  their 
own." 

My  guardian,  wlio,  like  myself,  was  much  struck 
with  Jane's  beauty,  expressed  his  astonishment 
that  such  a  lovely  girl  could  have  presened  her 
innocence  through  scenes  of  misery  and  distress. 
Old  Matthew  overheard  him,  and  spoke  to  us 
in  an  under  voice,  so  as  not  to  be  heard  by  the 
family. 

"  By  my  soul !  your  honours,  but  that  girl  is  a 
precious  jewel ;  as  chaste  and  as  virtuous  as  au 
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I ;  and,  withal,  she  has  a  soul  as  firm  as  a 
rock.  Our  landlord,  and  the  devil  himself  in  the 
shape  of  a  young  lord,  could  not  seduce  her ;  for 
she  preferred  virtue  and  poverty  to  riches  and 
prostitution.  But  I  shall  tell  your  honours  all 
about  it,  when  we  are  alone." 

The  doctor  now  took  his  leave,  promising  to 
send  his  prescriptions  to  the  tavern,  and  to  call 
and  see  us  on  the  morrow,  before  we  departed 
for  Dublin. 

When  lie  was  gone,  I  observed  Jane  whisperit^ 
to  her  parents;  and  shortly  after  the  mother,  vrbo 
had  apparently  the  most  strength  of  the  two,  said, 
so  loud  that  I  overhejird  her, — 

"  Why  not,  my  child  ?  I  feel  so  much  stronger 
since  I  ate  of  that  good  soup ;  and  it  is  a  duty  I 
owe  to  their  generosity." 

"  Yes,"  said  the  father  feebly ;  "  gratitude 
demands  that  we  should  tell  theni  every  tiling." 

Seeing  the  poor  woman  was  about  to  relate  her 
story  to  us,  I  told  her  our  curiosity  was  not  of 
the  kind  that  looks  fur  immediate  gratification ; 
it  was  enough  for  us  to  know  that  they  were 
honest  persons,  reduced  to  poverty  by  misfortune, 
and  not  by  any  bad  conduct  of  their  own.  Be- 
sides," I  added,  "  this  good  old  friend  of  yours 
appears  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  your 
concerns  and  mishaps.  When  we  have  dined,  he 
■shall  relate  your  story  to  us  at  the  tavern,  as  we 
have  determined  to  remain  in  the  neighbourhood 
until  to-morrow." 
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••  Ah  !  sir,"  said  Jane,  "  forgive  wv  poor 
father  and  modier.  Tiiis  sudden  burst  of  gooi 
fortune,  and  your  charitable  and  humane  relief  it 
a  moment  when  we  were  all  in  danger  ofsiarriag^ 
I  has  made  them  forget  themselves.  But  you  sball 
hear  no  more  ;  we  sliall  not  attempt  to  say  a  wonl. 
Whatever  we  may  feel,  we  must  stifle  our  grati- 
tude." 

"  Lovely  girl !"  said  my  guardian,  "  thy  virtne 
cannot  be  inditt'erent  to  Heaven,  much  less  to 
mortals ;  and  we,  who  are  weak  ourselves,  nnat 
forgive  the  weakness  of  others.  Now,  my  d«r 
child,  listen  to  me.  I  shall  leave  with  the  doctor, 
who,  I  hear,  is  a  worthy  and  humane  man,  an 
order  on  my  banker  in  Dublin  for  money  to  $up> 
ply  you  weekly  with  a  sufficient  sum  to  enable 
you  to  hire  decent  lodgings,  and  administer  com- 
forts to  your  poor  feeble  parents  ;  and,  should  any 
thing  occur  to  require  an  additional  supply,  yoo 
or  your  brother  can  write  to  me.  Here's  my 
address,"  he  added,  pulling  a  card  out  of  hi< 
pocket,  and  marking  it  with  hb  pencil.  M 

Tlie  iimoceiit  girl  kissed  his  hand  as  she  took  ■ 
it.  He  smiled,  and  said,  "  Well,  I  suppose  we 
must  pardon  this  trespass ;  and  now,  Walter,  let 
us  be  going:  we  shall  expect  you,  Mattliew,  in 
the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours."  Bidding  them 
all  adieu,  we  departed.  ■ 

The  hovel  scene,  and  the  incidents  which  oc- 
eurred  tlierc,  had  such  an  effect  upon  my  spirits, 
that  I  was  silent  and  pensive  until  dinner  was  put 
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on  the  table ;  and  it  was  only  after  I  had  ate  my 
soup,  and  drank  a  glass  of  wine,  that  I  felt  in  a 
humour  to  converse.  My  guardian  seemed  like- 
wise thoughtful ;  till,  suddenly  laying  down  his 
knife  and  fork,  he  said,  in  an  animated  tone, 
"  Walter,  do  you  know  what  I  have  just  planned 
for  this  distressed  family?  Why,  to  send  them, 
when  the  father  and  mother  are  sufficiently  reco- 
vered, to  America,  with  a  strong  recommendation 
to  Mr.  Fisher,  Donno van's  agent,  requesting  him 
to  furnish  them,  at  our  expense,  with  a  safe  con- 
veyance direct  to  Donnovan's." 

"  Admirably  imagined,"  said  I ;  "  and  my  cou- 
sin will  be  delighted  to  receive  them." 

Old  Matthew  was  now  announced,  and  we 
ordered  him  into  the  room.  He  told  us  be  had 
found  very  decent  lodgings  for  the  family,  not  far 
from  their  hovel ;  and  that  the  father  and  mother 
already  felt  much  better. 

"  William,  the  boy,"  said  he,  "  wanted  to  come 
with  me  to  see  your  honours ;  but  I  would  not  let 
him,  knowing  I  should  be  obliged  to  tell  the  his- 
tory of  the  family  to  your  honours,  and  it  would 
not  be  well  for  him  to  be  present." 

"  You  thought  justly,"  said  my  guardian. 

Then  filling  him  a  tumbler  of  wine,  he  bade 
him  drink  it,  and  begin  his  recital. 


tmtim  roofa  do  gmh»iad  auiM^fcy  Euie 

frail  btiMiiKM  s|H  Mtd  cBB  ftsa,  vnit^  an 
M  wtll  M  tW  priat  of  the  pank     Old 
(TDvooti  oMd  to  tcU  ihoB  they  wne  tke 
lamed  of  h»  paraliioaen,  and  ibe  faandsoiMst 
tool 

**  Kmiiy,  Ote  mother,  is  descended  from  a  good 
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Catholic  family  in  ilie  county  of  Clare.  Her 
father  was  foolish  enoiigli  to  harbour  a  man  in  his 
house,  for  pity's  saivo,  who  was  outlawed.  He 
knew  nothing  of  his  evil  doings ;  but,  by  my 
faith !  no  sooner  did  the  soldiers  quartered  in  the 
neighbourhood  get  wind  of  it,  than  they  sur- 
rounded the  farm,  and  took  the  man,  with  the 
whole  family,  as  his  accomplices.  All  their  pro- 
perty was  confiscated,  and  they  were  transported 
to  Botany  Bay.  James  and  his  wife  lived  very 
happily  and  comfortably  together  for  several  years, 
until  their  eldest  daughter,  who  was  also  named 
Emily,  grew  up.  She  was  as  handsome  as  Jane ; 
but,  I'm  sorry  to  say,  not  possessing  her  courage 
and  virtue,  she  let  herself  he  cajoled  by  a  young 
man  of  family  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  dietl  in 
child-bed. 

"  This  was  the  beginning  of  their  mishaps. 
After  the  loss  of  their  daughter,  tbe  mother  fell 
sick,  and  was  near  dying  herself.  Her  illness 
lasted  a  long  time,  and  cost  James  a  good  deal  of 
money-  However,  she  recovered,  and  was  able 
to  look  after  the  family  concerns  again.  About 
this  time  the  young  lord  of  the  manor  arrived 
from  England,  to  inspect  the  estates,  as  his  father, 
a  very  old  and  feeble  man,  was  soon  expected  to 
quit  this  world  of  troubles.  He  came  to  the  house, 
saw  Jane,  fell  violernly  in  love  with  her,  and  tried 
every  means  to  effect  her  ruin;  but  she  was  not 
to  be  brought  round  to  his  purpose.  She  remem- 
bered how  her  poor  sister  had  been  treated  (the 
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devil  relieve  him  who  deceived  her ! ),  and  conti- 
nued as  firm  as  rock-thunder.  Neither  threats 
nor  promises  could  move  her,  by  Jasus ! !  Many's 
the  turning  and  twisting  she  cost  the  young  lord ; 
and,  though  one  of  the  worst  men  in  the  county 
assisted  him,  the  devil  an  inch  they  gained.  At 
last  he  and  the  cloven-footed  agent,  one  of  hell's 
imps  upon  earth,  laid  their  heads  together,  and 
thought  by  reducing  the  family  to  poverty  they 
could  force  the  parents  to  yield  up  their  daughter. 

"  Oh,  your  honours,  that  such  hard-hearted  vil- 
lains should  find  protection  ! 

"The  rents  were  increased  upon  them,  and 
every  hardship  and  vexation  practised  that  could 
be  devised.  They  were  forced  to  sell  off  their 
horses,  their  cattle,  their  furniture,  and  even  their 
clothes:  at  every  sale  the  agent  used  to  come  and 
tell  them,  '  if  Jane  would  only  consent  to  live  with 
his  employer  all  should  be  well  again.' 

"  Ah !  your  honours,  many's  the  bitter  tear 
have  I  shed  to  see  the  agonies  and  miseries  of 
those  poor  souls.  At  length  it  came  to  the  worst, 
and  they  were  to  be  ejected  from  the  farm,  and 
left  destitute.  This,  however,  was  sus[>ended  for 
some  time,  in  hopes  of  her  yielding. 

"  One  day  she  came  to  her  father,  threw  her- 
self at  his  feet,  and  exclaimed,  — 

"  •  Oh,  my  honoured  father  !  I  would  to  God 
that  I  had  never  been  born  !  I  am  the  cause  of 
all  your  misfortunes,  of  all  your  misery  !  What 
shall  I  do  to  relieve  you  ?  Coiitmaiid  me  !  though 
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child,  and 


I  shudder  at  the  thought :  I  am  your 
am  bound  to  submit  to  your  will,' 

"  The  poor  father  raised  and  embraced  her,  as 
he  said,  — 

"  '  No,  Jane ;  thou  art  good  and  virtuous.  Thy 
chastity  is  a  jewel,  which  poverty  cannot  tarnish, 
since  thou  art  disposed  to  resist  the  allurements  of 
vice  abetted  by  wealth.  God  will  strengthen  tltia 
feeling  in  your  heart ;  and  never  shall  it  be  said 
tliat  James  Martin  consented  to  prostitute  his 
daughter  for  the  love  of  the  world's  gear.' 

"  Tlie  young  lord,  seeing  he  could  gain  nothing 
by  this  infernal  scheme,  hired  four  ruffians  to  seize 
upon  her,  as  she  went  to  milk  a  cow,  of  which  one 
of  tile  neighbours,  from  pity  and  compassion, 
allowed  tlieni  to  have  the  use.  These  rascals  were 
to  carry  her  to  a  place  where  a  servant  waited 
with  a  carriage  and  four  horses  to  take  her  oflF 
to  a  sequestered  mansion  his  master  possessed  on 
the  bordere  of  Tipperary.  A  comrade  of  mine, 
who  lived  near  to  one  of  the  villains,  overheai'd 
them  talking  about  it,  and  directly  came  and  told 
Matthew  and  myself  wjien  and  how  they  were 
to  proceed  in  their  damnable  scheme. 

"  William  was  then  only  fifteen  years  of  age  ;  but 
just  as  tall,  and  much  stouter  tlian  at  present,  your 
honours;  because  he  was  better  fed,  and  in  high 
health. 

"  ♦  William,'  said  I  to  him,  '  these  villains  will 
get  hold  of  your  sister  in  spite  of  us.' 

"  '  They  may,'  answered  he  j    '  but  were  the 
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devil  and  all  his  imps  to  assist  them,  they  iban'i 
keep  lier  whilst  a  drop  of  warm  blood  flows  in  my 


veins  ! 


t' 


"  '  By  the  powers  of  Moll  Kelly  !  my  noble  boy, 
but  you  speak  like  a  man.  Here's  the  hand  and 
heart  of  Matthew  Turner,'  said  I>  squeezing  bis 
within  my  own.  '  I  swear  to  stick  by  you  whilst 
I  have  life  to  lift  a  cudgel ;'  and  I  may  tell  your 
honours,  without  bragging,  I  have  been  no  fool  at 
the  play  in  my  time.  '  So,  my  boy,'  I  continued, 
'since  your  courage  is  equal  to  it,  by  Jasus  !  but 
we  will  give  them  as  neat  a  dressing  as  ever  cur- 
rier did  raw  hide.  Let  them  carry  her  off  quiedy, 
says  I,  unlil  they  get  to  the  turn  of  the  road  near 
the  deep  ditch  and  thick-set  hedge ;  there  we'll 
be  in  waiting  for  them ;  and  when  they  think 
themselves  sure  of  their  game,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  but  we  wilt  come  out,  and  give  them  what 
the  drummer  gives  the  drum  —  a  devilish  good 
beating ;  though  four  to  two,  my  brave  boy,  are 
odds.' 

"'  That's  a  bull,  man,'  said  he,  '  for  ihoy  are 
both  even  numbers.' 

"  '  Bull  or  cow,  by  Jasus  !'  says  I  '  nevermind, 
only  look  to  your  blows ;  hit  twice,  before  you 
attempt  to  help  your  sister ;  and  take  care  you 
don't  strike  her.' 

"  *  No  fear,"  said  he,  '  the  evenings  are  light 
now;  and  if  you  only  do  your  part,  I'll  not  be 
behind  li.ind  with  you.' 

•' '  Well,  liven,'  says  I,  'so  let  it  be ;  and  if  we 
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don't  give  them  the  devil's  own  dusting,  why,  then 
you  may  eali  old  Matthew  a  baby.' 

"  Sure  enough,  on  that  evening  we  blackened 
our  faces,  and  turned  our  clothes;  but,  first,  we 
told  the  family  we  were  going  to  cut  fiirze  a  good 
way  off,  and  should  not  be  home  until  late.  Off 
we  set,  and  hid  ourselves  in  the  spot  we  had  fixed 
upon ;  each  well  armed  with  a  nice  oak  twig,  as 
tough  as  a  gad,  that  would  beat  a  fellow  blind 
before  he'd  laugh  at  you. 

Says  William  to  me,  *  We  must  mind  the  first 
blow ;  for,  if  we  should  not  knock  two  of  them 
down  at  once,  they  may  get  the  upper  hand 
of  us.' 

"  '  Let  me  alone  for  that,'  says  I,  '  they  must 
have  thick  heads,  if  I  don't  make  their  sconces 
sound  like  an  empty  tin  kettle.' 

"'But  hear  me,' said  William  again;  'don't 
beat  out  their  brains,  Matthew :  let  us  belabour 
them  handsomely,  but  not  commit  murder.' 

After  lying  in  our  ambush  for  near  an  hour 
and  a  half,  without  hearing  the  slightest  sound, 
we  began  to  suspect  they  had  either  given  up 
their  design,  or  had  gone  off  by  some  other  road. 
Suddenly,  however,  tliere  arose  a  terrible  shriek  ; 
and,  after  an  interval  of  about  five  seconds,  it  was 
repeated  louder  than  before;  and  then  all  waa 
still.  I  had  now  the  greatest  difficulty  in  keep- 
ing William  quiet :  — 

" '  Be  aisy,  man,'  says  I ;  'by  the  powers  1  wo 
shall  have  our  turn  directly.' 
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"  A  little  while  after  this  we  heard  a  trampling 
on  the  road  like  that  of  horses. 

" '  Listen  !'  said  William,  grinding  his  teeth  with 
suppressed  rage,  and  gasping  for  breath ;  '  I 
think  they  are  all  mountetl ;  if  so,  we  are  un- 
done.' 

"  '  Make  yourself  aisy,  my  brave  boy  ;'  says  I, 
•  leave  me  to  know  the  sound  of  a  horse's  hoof; 
tliat's  only  the  noise  of  their  iron-bound  brogues  : 
be  still,  here  they  come :  let  them  pass  us  a 
Uttle  before  we  sally  out.' 

"  This  being  hastily  agreed  to,  in  a  few  seconds 
after  they  passeti  by  where  we  lay  nicely  covered 
in  the  furze.  In  a  twinkle  we  were  out  upon 
them,  like  hungry  wolves  upon  a  flock  of  sheep. 
Our  two  first  blows  laid  a  pair  of  them  as  flat  as 
pancakes  in  the  road ;  and  the  others  as  quickly 
followed  them.  After  beating  them  soundly, 
while  they  were  down,  until  we  maimed  them  so 
they  could  not  stand  upon  their  legs,  we  left  them 
there;  taking  off  Jane  in  triumph  to  her  parents, 
who  were  sobbing  and  crying,  and  thought  her 
lost  for  ever.  It  would  have  made  your  honours' 
noble  hearts  glad  to  have  seen  how  the  father 
and  mother  cried  like  babies ;  and  Jane  kissed  us 
all  for  joy  ;  whilst  we  laughed  ready  to  burst  our 
sides ;  for  all  the  soot  came  of!"  our  faces  upon 
theirs,  and  made  them  look  like  devils.  Their 
tears  now  turned  to  laughter  also  :  but  we  washed 
ourselves  white  again  as    quick  as  possible,    for 
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fear  any  one  should  come  in.  However,  they  did 
not  suspect  us,  but  a  farmer's  son  and  his  friend, 
who  lived  close  by,  and  who  was  also  in  love 
with  Jane,  but,  being  a  profligate  fellow,  she  had 
refused  his  addresses. 

*'  Tiie  young  lord  becameso  exasperated  at  being 
foiled  in  his  attempt,  (hat  he  continued  his  per- 
secutions, until  he  ruined  them  altogether,  and 
threw  tliem  u\K)n  the  wide  world  to  beg  their 
bread. 

"  As    I   had   shared    their    prosperity,    when 
everj'  thing  was  seized  and  sold,  I  assisted  them 
with    my    earnings,   and    have    ever   since   par- 
taken their  fortunes ;  for  never,  your  honours,  had 
any  people  truer  hearts,  or  nobler  souls.     Fearful 
of  renewed  attempts  on  the  young  girl,  we  left  the 
county  of  Waterford  as  quickly  as  possible,  and 
roamed  about  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Dublin 
for   twelve    months,  picking    up   what   we  could 
earn  by  hard  labour ;  but,  finding  the  old  father 
and  mother  weak  and  sickly  from  constant    ex- 
posure   and    hard    living,    William    and    myself 
brought  them  to  this  village,  where  we  hired  the 
hovel  in  which  you  saw  them.  We  made  Jane  stay 
at  home  to  nurse  the  old  people,  whilst  we  endea- 
voured, by  our  labour,  to  provide  food  and  cloth- 
ing, and  took  a  stand  amongst  the  baggage  men 
attached  to  the  packets,  but  were  considered   as 
interlopers ;  and,  although  we  had  been  there  a 
whole  week,  your  honours'  luggage,  as  if  God  had 
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SO  ordered  it,  was  the  first  we  tiad  been  able  to 
lay  hold  of;  and  it  was  twice  nearly  snatched  from 
us. 

"  Thanks  to  the  Almighty  God  !"  said  the  poor 
old  man,  as  he  finished  his  story,  whilst  the  tear  of 
gratitude  moistened  his  eye ;  "  who  sent  two 
guardian  angels,  to  save  a  poor  distressed  family 
from  starvation." 

We  now  mentioned  our  plan  of  sending  him 
with  his  friends  to  my  relation  in  America;  and  that 
we  would  find  them  a  passage  to  Philadelphia, 
where  we  should  recommend  them  to  an  honest 
man,  who  would  procure  them  a  safe  conveyance 
to  their  destination.  "  There,"  said  I,  "you  will 
all  live  in  peace  and  plenty,  as  happy  as  the  days 
are  long,  under  the  protection  of  Mr.  Donnovan, 
who  is  a  countryman  of  j'ours,  and  one  of  the  most 
generous  of  mankind." 

"  What !"  cried  the  old  man,  "  Mr.  Donnovan 
of  Clonmel  ? 
"  The  same." 

"  His  name,"  said  lie,  "  is  known  all  over  Ire- 
land,   as   being  the   friend   and  protector  of  the 
poor.     By  my  soul!  your  lioiiours,  and  much  as 
I  love  the  green  sod  of  my  native  land,  I'm  not 
■  such  a  fool  as  to  wish    to  starve  upon  it,  when   I 

I  can  get  a  good  living  in  another  conn  try;  and  I'm 

I  sure  my  friends  will   be  rejoiced  to  accept  your 

I  generous  offer." 

I  "  Then,"  said  my  guardian ;  "  you  must  talk 
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with  them  this  evening;  and  in  a  day  or  two  let 
us  know  what  they  stiy  about  it."  Ohl  Matthew 
seemed  delighted,  and,  taking  a  good  pineli  of 
snuff,  went  off,  with  a  smile  upon  his  rough  fea- 
tures, to  inform  his  friends  of  the  scheme  we  had 
proposed  for  them. 

Early  the  following  morning  we  seated  our- 
selves in  a  jaunting  ear  that  the  landlord  had 
hiretl  to  convey  us  to  the  city.  A  profound 
silence  prevailed  for  some  minutes  after  our 
departure,  until  the  driver,  wlio  was  a  merry  sort 
of  fellow,  began  to  talk  to  his  horse. 

"  Come,"  said  he,  "  Mr.  Lazy  Bones,  don't  you 
be  after  dosing,  because  their  honours  seem  in- 
clined for  a  nap ;  or  I  '11  be  giving  you  a  touch  in 
the  flank.  You  know  we  promised  to  be  in  Dublin 
in  the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours." 

The  poor  old  horse  pricked  up  his  ears  and 
mended  his  pace,  as  if  he  had  understood  him. 

"  That's  a  droll  beast  of  yours,"  said  I ;  "  he 
appears  to  know  what  you  say  to  him." 

"  By  my  soul!  your  honour,"  he  replied,  "  but 
I've  seen  many  a  bigger  beast  upon  two  legs  :  he's 
a  gentlemanly  sort  of  hackney,  your  honour,  that 
knows  a  peck  of  oats  from  a  bag  of  sand." 

"  He  looks  old,"  said  I,  willing  to  encourage 
llie  conversation  ;  "  and  old  horses,  accustomed  to 
cities  and  high  roads,  are  always  sagacious." 

"  Why,  to  be  sure,  your  honour,"  said  he,  "  he's 
no  chicken ;  although  he's  only  in  his  teens,  as 
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tliey  say  of  the  young  ladies;  but  he's  spirit  to  the 
back-bone,  and  has  paid  his  old  liard-hearted 
master  for  his  liide  ten  times  over." 

"  You're  not  liis  master,  then?" 

"  No  such  good  hick  for  poor  Pat,  your  honour, 
as  long  as  that  iron-hearted  son  of  a  tinman  hves 
to  torment  us  all.  A  miserly  old  son  of  a  tinker  ! 
I  wish  the  devil  would  take  his  own,  and  leave  the 
business  to  his  son  !" 

"  But  why  do  you  call  him  the  son  of  a 
tinker?" 

"  Because,  your  honour,  the  fellow  was  a  tinker 
first,  and  so  was  his  father  before  him ;  but,  by 
Jasus  !  he  beat  and  hammered  his  tin  into  coppers, 
and  then  kept  a  tinman's  shop  in  Little  Capel 
Street,  where  he  turned  his  tin  into  gold,  and  then 
into  carriages,  carts,  and  horseflesh ;  and  he's  now- 
one  of  the  richest  in  his  way  in  Dublin.  But  his 
heart  is  made  of  iron,  for  he  would  n't  give  a  poor 
fellow  a  halfpenny  to  keep  him  from  starving." 

My  guardian  smiled,  and  said,  "  Pat,  you  are 
very  bitter:  I've  seldom  heard  a  true  Ireland- 
man  speak  ill  of  his  employer." 

"  Nor  would  I,  your  honour,  on  my  own  ac- 
count," retorted  Pat.  "  But  look  on  the  high 
bones  of  this  tough-sinewed  liackney  :  if  he  be- 
longed to  any  one  else,  he  would  be  as  fat  as  a 
pig;  but  the  old  devil,  after  a  har<l  day's  work, 
gives  him  a  mess  of  chopped  straw,  with  a  handful 
of  bran;  '  Very  nourishing  food,'  lie  says,  '  that 
keeps  him  free  from  bots.'  " 
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We  laughed  heartily  at  Pat's  account  of  his 
master;  and,  on  promising  him  something  to 
buy  oats  for  his  favourite,  he  made  him  go  off  at  a 
round  pace,  and  we  arrived  in  a  short  time  at  an 
hotel  in  Capel  Street,  where  we  stopped  and  took 
lodgings. 

The  streets  of  Dublin  presented  scenes  like 
tliose  of  all  other  large  and  populous  cities;  but 
the  beauty  of  its  public  gardens,  squares,  and 
buildings  is  rarely  equalled.  We  therefore  spent 
our  time  in  continual  admiration  of  what  we  saw; 
but  my  attention  was  principally  excited  by  the 
Mole,  that  stupendous  work,  on  which  stands  the 
lighthouse,  and  from  whence  prospiects  the  richest 
and  most  diversified  attract  the  eye  in  every 
direction.  I  stayed  there  a  couple  of  hours, 
gazing  at  the  two  remarkable  islands  forming  the 
entrance  of  tlie  bay.  The  sloping  sides  of  the 
mountains  on  the  right,  richly  adorned  with 
magnificent  country  seats ;  the  parks  and  mea- 
dows on  the  left,  covered  with  never-fading 
verdure,  form  a  striking  contrast  with  the  surface 
of  the  harbour,  crowded  with  shipping  and  craft 
of  all  descriptions,  plying  backward  and  forward. 
Then  the  superb  city  rises  majestically  on  the 
back-ground,  and  commands  the  whole. 

The  clock  of  the  tower  at  last  warned  me  to 
depart,  and  I  descended  from  its  top  to  return 
and  join  my  guardian.  In  the  mean  time  he  had 
engaged  places  for  us  in  the  stage-coach,  which 
quitted  Dublin  the  next  morn  ing  at  a  very  early  hour. 

VOL.  II.  C 
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CHAPTER  II. 


It  was  decided  that,  as  soon  as  we  had  finished  our 
business  in  Cork,  we  should  make  a  tour  tlu'ough 
the  counties  of  Limerick  and  Kerrj-,  as  far  as  tlie 
lakes  of  Killamey,  and  return  thence  by  tlie  way 
of  Kildare  to  Dublin. 

After  a  couple  of  hours'  ride,  the  coach  stopped 
at  the  usual  station  to  breakfast,  where  we  assem- 
bled round  a  well-spread  table,  with  our  fellow- 
passengers,  consisting  of  a  fat  lady,  her  daughter, 
and  two  middle-aged  gentlemen.  Tea,  coffee, 
eggs,  fine  fresh  butter,  hot  rolls,  cold  ham,  and 
fowls,  formed  what  I  thought  an  ample  repast  in 
every  respect.  The  fat  lady,  however,  was  no 
sooner  seated  than,  giving  her  large  pug-nose  a 
still  greater  exaltation,  she  exclaimed,  — 

"  Bless  me  1  how  inconsiderate  these  people 
are,  not  to  put  some  good  hot  dish  upon  the 
table.  For  my  part,  when  I  travel,  tliere  's 
nothing  I  prefer  to  a  good  substantial  beef-steak : 
it  warms  die  stomach  after  a  cold  morning's  ride, 
and  sootlies  the  appetite  until  dinner;  whereas 
these  flimsy,  light  dishes  only  give  one  the  sto- 
mach-ache." 

"  Perhaps,   madam,"    observed  my  guardian. 
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politely,  "  the  host  can  furnish  you  with  what  you 
desire." 

"  No,  sir,"  said  the  hostess,  who  stood  near, 
**  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  we  cannot ;  for  beef  is 
not  oRen  to  be  had  in  our  village  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  and  our  last  supply  was  consumed 
yesterday." 

"  How  unfortunate ! "  cried  the  younger  lady. 
"  But,  come,  my  dear  mamma,  do  let  that  gentle- 
man (meaning  me)  help  you  to  some  ham  and 
fowl :  you  must  eat,  or  the  jolting  of  the  diligence 
will  make  you  ill." 

I  immediatelj'  made  an  offer  of  my  services, 
and  having  carved  the  fowl  (that  was  a  very  fine 
one),  I  put  a  leg  and  a  wing  upon  a  plate,  with  a 
couple  of  slices  of  excellent  ham.  She  smiled 
graciously  on  receiving  it,  and  said,  — 

"  Really,  sir,  you  carve  so  handsomely,  it 
makes  the  food  have  quite  a  tempting  appear- 
ance:"—  and  she  began,  with  an  appetite  that 
would  have  done  justice  to  a  sturdy  ploughman. 
The  young  lady,  after  a  more  moderate  fashion, 
followed  her  good  mother's  example,  and  likewise 
passed  an  eulogium  on  my  dexterity  as  a  carver. 
Good  humour  now  took  his  seat  on  tlie  old  lady's 
ample  forehead;  and  the  eggs,  hot  rolls,  and 
butter  were  found  an  agreeable  addition  to  the 
rest  of  the  repast.  After  making  a  substantial 
breakfast,  the  lady  began  to  talk  about  her  hus- 
band and  the  price  of  fat  cattle.  We  soon  dis- 
covered that  she  was  the  wife  of  a  rich  grazier, 
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who  purchased  cattle  at  the  fairs,  on  speculation, 
and  which,  when  fat,  he  sold  to  the  butchers  of 
Cork  and  Limerick. 

Tlie  host  now  announced  that  the  diligenc* 
was  again  ready  to  start.  In  an  instant  all  was 
bustle  and  confusion;  and  each  one  hastened  to 
his  placp.  Mr.  Foster,  one  of  the  passengCTS, 
politely  assisted  the  fat  lady  to  seat  herself,  which 
she  did  with  a  flounce  that  alarmed  me ;  fi>r  I 
thought  the  springs  of  the  diligence  roust  have 
cracked  !  And  now,  whilst  I  am  thinking  of  it, 
I  must  tell  my  readers  what  was  done  for  poor 
Martin's  family  before  we  left  Dublin,  and  which 
the  grazier's  comfortable  winter  wife  had,  for  the 
moment,  driven  from  my  recollection. 

One  mornijig,  just  as  we  were  about  to  sally 
fortlj  for  a  long  walk,  who  should  we  meet  in  the 
entry  but  old  Matthew  and  the  boy  William. 
After  the  usual  salutations,  the  former  twisted  his 
hat  round  and  round,  took  a  pinch  of  snuff  with 
more  tlian  ordinary  gi'ace,  coughed,  and  tlien 
said,  — 

"  Here  we  are,  in  Dublin,  your  honours,  by 
your  great  bounty  and  generositj';  ay,  and,  by  my 
soul  !  as  well  trigged  out  as  many  a  better  man 
that  we  met  in  the  streets.  Long  life  to  your 
noble  honours ;  for  all  this  happiness  we  owe  to 
thu  overflowing  goodness  of  your  soids.  Hen^ 
your  honours,"  he  continueil  (drawing  a  lettrr 
out  of  his  bosom),  "  is  a  letter  from  Emily,  the  oW 
woman  herself,  who,  by  your  charity,  handles 
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limbs  as  well  as  ever  she  did,  and  writes  like  an 
attorney's  clerk.  But,  faith  !  and  I  think  you  '11 
find  the  paper  still  wet  with  her  tears ;  for  they 
fell  from  her  eyes  in  a  stream  all  the  time  she  was 
wTiting,  The  old  man  and  all  of  them  are  out  of 
their  seven  senses  at  the  thoughts  of  going  to 
America,  and  can  talk  of  nothing  else ;  but  read 
the  letter,  and  then  your  honours  will  know  more 
than  I  can  tell  you." 

After  this  eloquent  speech,  and  a  smile  of  self- 
satisfaction,  he  took  another  pinch  of  snuff,  and 
my  guardian  broke  open  the  letter.  It  ran 
thus:  — 


"  Gentlemen, 

"  Saved,  as  has  been  our  poor  wTetched  fa- 
mily, from  starvation  by  your  humane  and  cha- 
ritable hands,  I  find  language  too  weak  to 
convey  to  you  the  inexpressible  gratitude  of  our 
hearts.  How  shall  we  ever  be  able  to  repay  the 
more  than  fatherly  protection  you  have  afforded 
us,  and  the  obligations  we  owe  you  ?  Why,  by 
our  constant  and  fervent  prayers  to  Heaven  for 
your  prosperity  and  happiness.  Our  first  duty, 
every  morning  when  we  rise,  and  every  e\'ening 
before  we  lie  down  to  rest,  shall  be,  to  offer  up  a 
prayer  to  God  for  our  generous  benefactors. 

"  Ah  !  gentlemen,  you  caimot  imagine  half  what 

we  feel  towards  you,  and  the  anxiety  I  suffer  at  my 

incapacity  to  explain  it.     Our  tears,  whicli  flow  at 

the  very  mention  of  your  honoured  names,  are  the 

c  3 


only  sacrifice  we  poor  forlorn  people  have  to  ofier 
at  the  shrine  of  your  charity  and  generositr.  We 
accept  with  joj'ful  thanks  your  proposal  to  send  xa 
to  America ;  and  I  remain,  kind  gendemen,  with 
an  overflowing  heart,  your  most  grateful,  most 
devoted,  and  humble  servant  until  death, 
"  In  the  name  of  all  my  family, 

"  Emily  MAHTrs." 

After  perusing  this  effusion  of  gratitude, 
hastened  to  make  the  necessary  ari-angeme 
their  voyage  to  Liverpool,  and  from  thence' 
America,  in  the  same  ship  tliat  brought  us  over. 
Having  furnished  Matthew  and  William  with  the 
necessary  letters  of  credit  and  recommendation, 
we  de8patche<t  them  back  to  their  family  the  same 
afternoon,  and  my  guardian  wrote  a  letter  to 
Emily  and  her  husband,  giving  them  instnio- 
tions  how  to  proceed  on  their  arrival  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression  ;  I  was  dwell- 
ing on  the  happy  prospects  we  had  been  enabled 
to  open  in  the  futiye  career  of  this  poor  fiunilj, 
when  the  boisterous  mirth  of  Mrs.  Mullen  and  her 
daughter,  who  laughed  aloud  at  some  obsen'ation 
of  their  facetious  friend,  roused  me  from  rov 
reverie.  At  that  instant,  a  range  of  fine  pastures, 
thickly  clothed  with  grass,  intermingled  with  wild 
flowers,  and  in  which  large  herds  of  the  fattest 
cattle  were  grazing,  attracted  my  attention.  Near 
to  them  rose  a  handsome  farm-house,  with  bams, 
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Stables,  and  other  agricultural  buildings,  over- 
shadowed by  a  grove  of  venerable  elm  trees,  inha- 
bited by  a  family  of  cawing  rooks.  The  whole  of 
these  pleasant  fields  were  fenced  oiT  with  hedge- 
rows, in  which  the  bright  yellow  blossom  of  the 
furze  predominated,  and  poured  a  flood  of  golden- 
ooloured  light  upon  the  landscape.  A  crowd  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  some  in  groups,  others 
running  to  and  fro,  and  all  busily  occupied,  gave 
life  and  effect  to  the  picture ;  but  I  sighed  when 
a  nearer  approach  discovered  their  poor  and  ragged 
condition.  The  rosy  tints  of  health  glowed  upon 
the  cheeks  of  the  younger  children;  but  they  were 
almost  naked. 

"  Alas !"  involuntarily  I  exclaimed,  "  what  a 
contrast !  How  gay  and  beautiful  is  the  aspect  of 
nature ;  but  how  miserable  are  the  human  beings 
who  cultivate  these  rich  and  pleasant  fields !" 

"  This,  sir,"  said  a  gentleman,  who  had  been 
conversing  with  my  guardian,  and  who  overheard 
my  exclamation ;  "  this,  sir,  is  tlie  effect  of  those 
accursed  tithes,  agents,  and  sub-leasing.  How 
unjust  arc  they  wlio,  by  their  narrow  policy,  and 
a  total  misconception  of  the  noble  character  and 
feelings  of  the  Irish,  and  a  neglect  of  their  fertile 
and  ever-verdant  country,  have  enacted  laws 
which  place  the  inhabitants  in  the  scale  of  exist- 
ence little  above  those  hordes  of  savage  Tartars 
who  roam  through  the  plains  of  Siberia.  Indeed, 
the  latter  have  the  advantage ;  for  their  govern- 
ment is  mild  and  paternal.  They  are  not  oppressed 
c  4 


OF 

■d  par  b«t  a  triSmg  tribute 

«f  HoHia :  diey  naintain 

fiwio  peace  and 

ar,  are  doomed 

ptttanee^  topraaote 

a  of  BCD — leetJKs, 

Btke  wretched 

the  $trai|:tli  of  the  &nner. 

of  rick  proprietors;  I 

OMM^gB  to  tsLpnsi  my 

of  lam  vboy  caasdoutt  that 


» Aedkand  blood  aalAmJf  -depends 
tta  f^fiov  his  own  eyes  to 
they  are  capable  of  supporting 
the  borthea  he  has  jtatrA  upon  their  shoulders. 
He  will  htok  aiWr  his  horses,  will  take  care  that 
they  are  wvU  stabled  and  fed ;  bat  his  tenants  are 
bwwath  hb  aoriee." 

**  Bw,  nn'obaerred  aiy  goazdian,  **  the  syston 
hM  ahready  experieoced  a  dtange :  surely,  those 
who  hav^  be«ii  wise  ami  good  enough  to  bring 
about  the  emaneipatioa  will  not  abandon  their 
plan  of  amelknation  until  it  is  completed,  and 
which  the  goTemment  seems  seriously  inclined  to 
accomplish?" 

"  The  emancipation,  sir,"  rejoined  the  elderly 
gentleman,  with  a  contemptuous  smile,  "  was  a 
political  bugbear,  conjured  up  to  frighten  the  mi- 
nisters ;  which  the  leaders  of  the  Catholics  con- 
ceired  would  be  an  acknowledgment,   or  rather 


AN   IRISH   TRAVELLER. 


9f 


an  acquiescence,  to  the  general  plan  of  iraprove- 
roent ;  and  that  tliey  would  be  led  on  gradually 
to  a  compliance  with  all  lliat  was  demanded.  But 
they  began  at  the  wrong  end,  and  are  now  sorely 
disappointed  to  perceive  Uiat  the  tithes,  the 
greatest  evil  of  all,  remain  to  torment  and  disU'ess 
the  poor.  The  abolition  of  these  ought  to  have 
been  the  first  step  :  it  would  have  really  emanci- 
pated the  Catholics  from  the  sliackles  of  a  cruel 
burthen." 

"  I  am  surprised,"  said  I,  "  that  the  ministers 
of  Great  Britain,  if  tliey  are  ignorant  of  the  real 
state  of  this  country,  do  not  send  some  men  of 
known  honour  and  integrity  to  investigate  and 
ascertain  the  truth." 

"  Sir,"  answered  the  old  gentleman,  "  th^ 
have  indulged  unjust  and  improper  notions  of  tlie 
character,  sentiments,  and  feelings  of  the  Irish. 
They  imagine  we  desire  to  make  ourselves  inde- 
pendent of  them ;  and  have  mistaken  the  wild  and 
ridiculous  schemes  of  a  few  infuriated  demagogues 
for  the  wishes  of  the  whole  nation.  How  grossly 
have  they  been  deceived !  No  reflecting  man  in 
Ireland,  who  possesses  the  least  patriotism,  can 
harbour  such  a  thought.  The  natural  dependence 
of  tlie  two  islands  on  each  other  is  too  strikingly 
evident  and  necessary  to  admit  of  a  dispute,  or 
to  permit  the  belief  that  any  one  could  be  so 
blind  to  their  real  interest  as  to  wish  for  an  event 
destructive  to  them  both.  Our  union  may  be 
compared  to  the  fable  of  the  bundi  of  rods,  which, 
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united,  are  not  to  be  broken,  but,  when  separaj 
are  easily  snapped  asunder." 

The   conversation    was    now    suddenly 
nipted   by  our   fet   friend,    Mrs.   Mullen,  ' 
espying  a  herd    of  fat  cattle    driven   across 
road,  put  out  her  capacious  head,   which 
touched  both  sides  of  the  coach  window  at  oi 
to  gaze  upon  these  living  sirloins  and  ambuli 
beef-steaks:  — 

"  God  Almighty  save  my  soul,  sir ! 
she,  as  she  resumed  her  seat,  "  what  welk 
cattle  !  I  have  not  seen  such  a  show  since  I 
the  south.  God  be  with  the  green  pastures 
Cork  and  Limerick !" 

"True,  true,  madam,"  obser\-ed  the  obseqn: 
Mr.  Foster. 

"  True   enough !"    indignantly    said    the 
gentleman  who  sat  on  the  opposite  seat:  "< 
it's  a  pily  you  cannot  teach  the  f>easants  to 
upon  grass  also  ;  then  they  might  be  as  fat 
as  happy  as  those  who  eat  the  beef  of  their 
tening." 

The  lady  grazier  seemed  struck  dumb  by 
remark,  but  took  no  further  notice  than  by 
vating  her  nose  with  an  air  of  profound  conten 
while  the  daughter  pointedly   remarked   to  '. 
Foster  that,   for  her  part,  she  hated  politics 
politicians. 

A  long  silence  followed  this  retort ;  and  I 
into  a  dose,  which  lasted  until  we  arrived  whi 
we  were  to  pass  the  night. 
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Our  fat  double  lady  being  safely  discharged 
from  tlie  diligence,  we  all  followed ;  and  I  was 
pleased  to  see  a  neat,  comfortable  dwelling,  a 
cleanly  housewife  in  the  hostess ;  while  the  host 
had  one  of  those  lionest,  open,  but  witty,  coun- 
tenances which  one  often  sees  amongst  his  coun- 
trymen. He  was  well-beliaved,  and  welcomed  us 
in  the  broad  south  dialect ;  at  the  same  time 
urging  his  wife  "  to  be  after  hurrying  tlie  sup- 
per," which  was  duly  served ;  and  the  amiable 
Mrs.  Mullen  appeared  lost  in  ecstasj'  at  the  sight 
of  a  large  dish  of  beef-steaks,  placed  immediately 
before  her. 

"  There !  Mr.  Foster,"  she  exclaimed,  "  these 
are  sensible  pepie,  of  good  eddiaUion,  as  you  may 
hear  from  the  landlord's  tongue,  wlio  knows  how 
to  provide  decently  for  travellers.  Give  us,  land- 
lord, if  you  please,  a  jug  of  whisky  punch  :  what 
say  you,  Mr.  Foster?" 

"  True,  true,  madam  :  oh  !  by  all  means. 
Wliisky  punch,  madam,  is  a  very  wholesome 
drink,  and  now  used  by  the  first  j>eople  in  the 
land." 

Tlie  liquor  was  brought,  and  the  landlord, 
finding  we  did  not  partake  of  it,  said  to  u£, 
"  Gentlemen,  wo'n't  ye  be  after  trying  a  bottle 
or  two  of  my  claret  ?  It's  from  a  Dublin  house, 
and  of  very  superior  quality  :  I'll  warrant  it  neat 
as  imported  —  the  genuine  stuff,  of  high  flavour 
and  fine  colour."  We  assented,  and,  in  a  minute 
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beverage.  Besides,  your  honour,  even  those  who 
don't  like  whisky  are  always  for  qualifying  the 
water  with  lay ;  and  tay,  as  all  the  world  knows 
without  my  telling  them,  is  a  costly  foreign  lafe, 
dried  the  devil  knows  how,  —  for  I  can't  tell  you, 
—  and  is  like  Sam  Loftus's  gun,  that  costs  more 
than  it  comes  to,  and  weakens  the  digestion.  This 
is  the  reason,  your  honour,  why  your  tay-drinkers 
have  such  fable  stomachs,  and  are  always  for 
putting  a  few  drops  of  the  cratur  into  it,  to  keep 
off  its  poisonous  effects." 

We  could  not  help  laughing  during  the  whole 
of  this  tiTude  against  what  Cowper  styles  "  the 
cups  which  cheer  but  not  inebriate;"  and  the 
lady  grazier  exclaimed,  — 

"  Right,  right,  landlord  !  When  I  was  young 
I  was  particularly  fond  of  tay,  and  was,  therefore, 
very  thin  and  puny  ;  but  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen 
years  I  have  never  drunk  any  thing  but  coffee  to 
my  breakfast,  and  whisky  punch  to  my  supper, 
and  ascribe  my  perfect  health  entirely  to  this 
excellent  regiment." 

"  There^  gentlemen  !"  said  the  landlord,  with  an 
arch  look,  "  I  think  you'll  be  after  confessing  that 
this  stout,  healthy-looking  lady  (God  l>e  with  her 
rosy  cheeks  and  her  regiment!)  is  a  fair  proof  of  the 
propensity  of  our  Irish  liquor  to  make  the  fat  slick 
to  the  ribs.  But  for  laving  off  the  tay,  and  taking 
to  whisky  punch,  by  Jasus  !  madam,  but  you 
might  have  died  of  a  consumption  I " 

We  could  hardly  abstain  from  laughing  aIoud« 
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for  the  landlord's  roguish  eye  glanced  at  the  diih 
of  beef-steaks,  already  lialf  consumed,  as  he  clond 
the  last  sentence.  The  old  gentleman,  howe*ciV 
who  seemed  to  stand  in  no  awe  of  the  lady  grazier, 
burst  into  a  loud  "  ha  !  ha  ! " 

The  good  fat  woman  was  piqued,  and  said  to 
the  landlord,  — 

"  Let  those  laugh  that  please ;  but  I  thank  God 
that  I  am  no  skilleton." 

The  old  gentleman,  who  happened  to  be  »ery 
thin,  smiled,  but  made  no  reply ;  and  the  land- 
lord continued :  — 

"  Long  life  to  you,  Mrs.  Mullen  !  for  you're 
worth  a  thousand  skiUetons  —  the  dearest  thtt 
were  ever  made  in  the  'Pothecaries'  Hall.  By 
Jasus  !  but  it  makes  one  comfortable  to  look  at 
you  both  ;  for  your  husband,  God  bless  him  !  is 
as  stout  and  as  portly  a  looking  man  as  one  meets 
in  a  long  summer's  day.  I  know  him  well ;  be 
always  favours  my  house.  Long  life  and  succes 
to  his  grazing  J" 

"  A  good  toast,"  remarked  Mr.  Foster,  filling 
his  tumbler,  and  bowing  to  the  lady ;  who,  «idi 
an  ineffable  smile  of  plenitude  in  mind  and  body, 
said,  — 

"  Tliank  you,  sir,  in  my  husband's  name. 
I'm  vcrj-  much  obliged  to  you,  landlord,  and  slioll 
tell  Mr.  Mullen  that  you  are  a  wortJiy  man,  who 
does  n't  forget  your  customers." 

"  Now,  your  honours,"  said  the  landlord,  turn- 
ing to  us  again,  "  I  have  some  ould  whisky  in 
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my  cellar.  By  the  powers  !  I  can't  tell  you  how 
ould  it  is,  without  lying ;  but  I  verily  believe  it 
was  made  about  the  time  of  King  Fergus,  or 
when  Adam  was  a  little  boy.  If  you'd  only  be 
after  tasting  a  drop  of  it,  your  supper  will  lie  upon 
your  stomach  as  light  as  a  bit  of  cork." 

"  No,  thank  you,"  replied  my  guardian,  "  I 
never  drink  strong  liquors." 

"  Strong !  your  honour,"  rejoined  Boniface, 
"why,  by  all  the  stars  in  the  firmament !  it's  like 
an  ould  man  of  ninety,  for  its  strength  has  been 
kilt  by  age ;  it's  as  mild  and  as  meek  as  the  child 
in  his  mother's  womb — as  smooth,  your  honour, 
as  the  surface  of  the  holy  stone,  and  soft  as  sweet 
oil  or  melted  butter!" 

"  The  milder  the  more  deceitful,"  was  the 
reply.  "  But,  come,  make  us  a  small  jug  of 
punch  from  it,  and  take  care  to  poison  it  with 
more  water  than  is  your  general  practice."  He 
disappeared  in  an  instant. 

When  the  ladies  and  Mr.  Foster  had  retired 
for  the  night,  my  guardian,  addressing  those  who 
remained,  observed,  "  I  could  not  help  indulging 
this  facetious  fellow ;  so,  gentlemen,  if  you  are 
not  sleepy,  we  will  sit  for  an  hour  or  two,  and 
enjoy  the  mother-wit  of  our  landlord,  who  seems 
to  have  been  designed  by  nature  for  an  inn- 
keeper." They  were  expressing  their  hearty 
acquiescence,  when  the  host  reappeared. 

"  Now,  your  honours,"  said  he,  "  if  this  don 't 
plase  you,  then  you  may  call  me  a  sheep-stealer. 


AOTOIIIOGRAPHT    OF 

Nor  will  I  deceive  you,  but  tell  tJie  honest  truth : 
it  was  made  by  my  wife ;  for  your  honour  murt 
be  after  knowing  that  she  was  a  sort  of  a  house- 
keeper for  aevcral  years  in  the  family  of  Lord 
Longfield,  when  1  was  his  butler;  but,  as  the 
devil  would  have  it,  I  never  could  plase  him  in 
making   tlie  puncli;   so   I  tould  my  swateheoit, 

■     Mar}',   of  my  mishap,   and  that  I  was  afinaid  of 
losing  my  place. 

"  '  Och,  Tim,'  «ays  she,  '  be  aay  ;  let  me  alone 
for  that  Give  me  the  jug  and  the  whiskj' :  I'll 
do  your  business  for  you.'  Then  at  it  she  went, 
your  honour ;  and,  when  it  was  ready,  off  I  took 
it,  with  a  trembling  at  my  heart,  to  know  how  his 
lordship  would  like  it.  After  the  first  glass,  be 
smacked  his  lips,  and  said, '  Butler  !' 
"  '  Here  I  am,  your  honour,'  says  I. 
"  '  This  punch  ptases  me,'  says  he  ;  '  and  now, 
since  I  see  you  can  make  good  punch  when  you 
like,  if  ever  you  bring  me  any  more  such  weak 
trash  as  you  did  yesterday,  I'll  be  after  quarrelling 
with  you  outright.'  _ 

**  I  bowed,  and  took  myself  off;  and  the  next  f 
Sunday,  by  Jasus  !  I  married  Mary,  and  with  her 
punch    making,   your    honour,    I    woimd   myself 
round  the  old  lord  so  that,  two  years  after,   he 
fitted  me  up  in  this  tavern  ;  and  here  I  am,  your 

L     honour,  with  my  good  wife,  as  happy  as  the  days 

I    are  long." 

I        We  now  tasted   his   beverage,    and    found  it 
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excellent  My  guardian  then  fiUed  lum  a  large 
tumbler :  — • 

"  Come,  landlord,"  said  he,  "  sit  down ;  we 
want  to  have  some  chat  with  you.  We  love  to 
hear  the  old  Irish  stories  of  robbers,  witches, 
devils,  and  enchantment :  unlock  the  storehouse 
of  your  brain,  and  give  us  a  specimen  of  your 
talents  that  way." 

"  By  my  soul !  and  with  all  my  heart,  sir," 
he  replied.  "  And  now  you  talk  of  robbers.  111 
tell  you  a  murderous  story  about  this  very  spot, 
and  the  oak  forest  opposite  the  house.  The 
building  where  the  murders  were  committed  has 
been  long  destroyed,  and  this  one  was  erected  on 
its  foundation,  after  it  was  cleansed  and  prayed 
over  by  aU  the  priests  in  the  county.  I  liad  the 
story  from  my  grandfather,  your  honour,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty- six :  he  heard  it  from  a  very 
old  man,  who  told  him  it  was  a  tale  of  a  hundred 
years  before  his  time,  when  almost  every  province 
of  Ireland  had  its  own  king. 

"  To  begin,  then,  your  honours :  — A  gentleman 
of  good  fortune,  who  had  served  in  the  army,  a 
brave  and  a  stout,  athletic  man,  when  there  were 
no  wars  to  occupy  him,  loved  to  travel  into  the 
different  provinces,  on  horseback,  with  no  other 
companion  than  an  uncommonly  large  mastiff. 
He  once  set  out  on  a  journey  from  Clonmel  to 
Dublin ;  but,  before  liis  departure,  his  friends 
tould  him  to  beware  of  sleeping  at  the  •  Black 
Tavern,'  as  it  was  called,  near  the  large  oak 
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forest ;  for,  of  all  the  persons  who  had  ever  p 
the  night  there,  not  one  was  known  to 
Thev  then  mentioned  the  names  of  four 
brave  men  of  their  acquaintance,  who  had/ 
traced  to  the  house,  but  wlio  were  nevCT; 
afterwards. 

"  '  Tliis  is  the  very  place,'  said  Colonel 
*■  that  I  mean  to  seek  out :    I  shall  take  i 
arrive  there  in  the  evening  with  my  faithfi 
Lion,  and  we  shall  see  who  will   get   the 
hand.' 

*'  In  vain  his  friends  tried  to  detain  him. 
more  they  endeavoured  to  excite  his  feaq 
more  determined  he  seemed ;  and  he  swo 
his  whiskers  and  the  holy  cross  to  find  oi 
cause  of  all  those  secret  murders,  or  to  pet 
the  attempt.  He  was  an  unerring  shot, 
owner  of  a  pair  of  pistols  that  never  missed 
then,  as  to  courage,  he  was  bravery  to  the 
bone,  being  never  so  happy  as  when  an 
tunity  of  exerting  his  prowess  presented  its€ 
"  Full  of  this  scheme,  he  preparetl  a  small 
manteau,  in  which  he  placed  his  fire-arms, 
of  wearing  them  in  his  belt,  as  was  the  cusi 
those  times.  This  he  thought  the  best  m< 
concealing  his  purpose ;  and,  having  clothe 
self  like  a  simple  country  gendeman,  off  he 
with  his  dog  Lion,  that  had  been  in  maa 
ventures  with  his  master,  and,  like  hlnii 
killed  several  men  in  his  time.  Having  trai 
the  whole  length  of  tlie  road  without  meetio 
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one  who  dared  to  cross  his  way,  at  the  close  of 
the  third  day  he  reached  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  much  dreaded  spot. 

"  At  a  farm-house  in  a  village  a  little  off  the 
road,  about  three  miles  from  the  tavern,  the  colonel 
asked  for  sometliing  to  drink.  When  he  had 
finished,  and  was  about  to  ride  off,  the  farmer 
called  after  him  and  inquired  where  he  was  going 
80  late  in  the  day  ? 

♦'  '  I  am  travelling  on  to  Dubhn.' 

"  '  For  Heaven's  sake  1  don't  attempt  to  go 
farther  to-night.  It  will  soon  be  dark ;  and  the 
only  place  where  you  can  sleep,  for  many  miles 
roimd,  is  the  Black  Tavern,  which  is  notorious 
throughout  this  country  for  the  atrocious  murders 
and  robberies  committed  there.' 

"  This  warning,  however,  had  as  little  eflfect 
as  the  others :  he  laughed  at  the  farmer's  fears, 
and  continued  his  journey. 

"  Having  rode  a  good  distance  that  day,  his 
horse  began  to  be  fatigued.  On  coming  in  sight  of 
the  house,  he  checked  his  speed,  and  went  slowly, 
that  the  animal  might  grow  cool ;  and  seeing  a 
woman  at  the  door,  he  desired  her  to  feed  him 
with  oats  immediately. 

"  '  So,  then,  sir,  you  don't  mean  to  pass  the 
night  here  ?' 

"  '  Yes;  but  I  wish  to  start  again  early  in  the 
morning :  and  when  my  horse  is  cool,  he  must  be 
fed  at  once.  Come,  I  '11  go  see  you  give  him  his 
com.' 
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hehcArd  one  of  them  muttering 
aawcUer;"  bat  it  was  so 
I  die  exact  hnport  of 
the  vords ;  aod,  foUowing  the  womaD,  who  con- 
ducted  him  into  a  k>v-ardied  room,  he  expressed 
•  Willi  to  sop. 

**  *  Your  honour  most  know/  she  replied,  *  that 
in  our  poor  tavern  we  hare  not  much  to  ofTer; 
but,  as  fiur  a«  a  broiled  &>wl,  and  some  eggs  and 
milk,  we  can  fiinmh  them  to  yon  almost  imme- 
diately.' 

"  *  That,'  said  the  colonel,  '  is  exacdy  what  I 
like ;  but  first  bring  some  milk  also  for  my  dog.' 

**  He  was  about  to  follow  her  into  tbe  kitchen, 
to  see  whether  he  had  exacdy  counted  the  num- 
ber of  men  assembled  round  the  fire,  when  she 
■aid,  in  a  hurried  tone, — 
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"  ♦  Pray,  sir,  don't  trouble  yourself,  but  sit 
down,  and  I  '11  be  with  you  again  directly.' 

"  In  a  short  time  she  returned,  and  placed  a 
vessel  before  the  animal.  He  smelt  all  around  it, 
but  did  not  attempt  to  drink.  Tlie  woman,  see- 
ing him  keep  aloof,  pushed  the  platter  nearer ; 
when  Lion  immediately  growled  at  her,  and 
showed  liis  teeth.  Knowing  his  dog  was  remark- 
ably fond  of  milk,  his  rejection  of  it  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  apjieared  extremely  singular:  it 
might  be  poisoned;  and  the  suspicion  of  having 
tlie  same  trick  practised  upon  himself  made  him 
proceed  with  caution. 

"  The  broiled  fowl  was  now  placed  upon  the 
table,  and  whilst  the  woman  went  out  to  bring 
the  remainder  of  his  supper,  he  cut  off  a  joint  and 
offered  it  to  Lion.  After  smelling  at  it  for  some 
seconds,  and  licking  it  cautiously,  he  took  it  in 
his  teeth  and  began  to  eat.  Relying  on  the 
sagacity  of  his  dumb  attendant,  the  colonel  finished 
the  remainder  himself,  giving  the  bones  to  Lion, 
who  cracked  them  with  great  seeming  satisfaction ; 
but  nothing  could  induce  him  to  drink  the  milk, 
or  even  to  approach  the  vessel  in  which  it  was 
contained. 

"  The  eggs  and  potatoes  were  also  demolished 
in  their  turn  j  and  the  moment  supper  was  finished, 
the  colonel  asked  to  be  shown  where  he  was  to 
sleep.  The  landlord  himself  came  in  to  attend 
him  ;  and,  on  being  desired  to  take  up  the  port- 
manteau and  carry  it  to  his  chamber,  a  sinister 
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bokof  satiActkn  appeared  to  cn»B  his  feamres 
when  he  SAt  the  vei^tt  of  it,  thinking,  no  doubt, 
that  the  pbuds  were  nmleans  of  gold  and  silver. 

^  As  thev  ascended  a  pair  of  bade  stairs,  the 
host  ered  the  dog  with  a  malicioDs  scowl,  and 
aiked  the  colonel  if  he  wished  him  to  sleep  in  his 
bed-room ;  adding,  that  opposite  there  was  a  small 
place  furnished  with  straw,  whoe  be  would  be 
more  comfortable. 

"  '  O  no,'  replied  the  colonel;  '  my  dog  is* a 
troublesome  animal.  If  I  were  to  put  him  there^ 
he  would  howl  all  night,  and  prevent  us  from 
sleeping.' 

"  They  now  entered  the  bed-diamber,  and  the 
host  laid  the  portmanteau  on  the  chest  of  drawers, 
wished  the  colonel  a  '  Good  night,'  and  retired, 
locking  the  door  on  the  outside,  and  taking  away 
the  key. 

"  This  unusual  proceeding  did  not  escape  the 
notice  of  his  guest.  He  went  to  the  door  with  the 
candle,  examined  the  lock,  and  saw  that  the  bolt 
went  into  the  centre  of  the  door-post,  in  a  part 
well  cased  with  iron,  so  that  it  could  not  be  forced 
back  or  cut  out.  Being  determined  to  make  a 
stout  defence,  in  case  of  any  attempt  at  foul  play, 
this  circumstance  gave  him  little  uneasiness ;  it 
being  exceedingly  improbable  the  people  of  the 
house  possessed  fire-arms,  which,  at  the  period  of 
this  stor}-,  were  very  rare,  and  only  to  be  found 
in  the  possession  of  military  men  and  persons  of 
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condition.  Besides,  as  he  had  not  shown  his  own 
pistols,  being  four  to  one,  thought  he,  they  will 
deem  fire-arms  unnecessary;  and,  in  that  case, 
I  shall  have  the  advantage. 

"  Whilst  examining  the  lock,  he  observed  his 
dog  walking  cautiously  and  smelling  alt  around 
the  room ;  but  when  he  came  to  the  bedside  lie 
was  still  more  guarded,  stretching  out  his  fore 
paws  as  if  to  keep  liimself  from  tumbling  into 
some  snare.  His  master  watched  him  narrowly; 
and,  conceiving  it  possible  that  some  one  might 
be  concealed  under  the  bed,  he  stooped  down  and 
examined  carefully  ;  but  nothing  particular  struck 
his  eye,  except  that  the  floor  under  the  bed  looked 
of  a  darker  colour  than  the  other  parts  of  the 
room,  which  he  ascribed  to  the  shade  of  the  bed. 
He  then  searched  about  to  ascertain  if  the  wain- 
scot was  solid,  and  if  there  were  any  closets  where 
persons  miglit  be  concealed ;  but  he  could  find 
nothing.  In  tlie  mean  time  Lion  still  continued 
uneasy,  constantly  shifting  his  position  ;  and  when 
he  lay  down  lie  kept  his  body  in  a  curve  line, 
with  his  ears  erect,  and  his  hind  legs  gathered 
under  him,  just  as  dogB  do  when  they  wish  to 
spring  suddenly  upon  any  thing. 

"  The  colonel  now  unbuckled  liis  portmanteau, 
took  out  his  pistols,  examined  if  the  flints  were  in 
good  condition,  put  fresh  priming  into  tlie  pans, 
then  cocked  and  laid  them  on  the  Uible.  As  they 
had  been  loaded  that  very  morning  at  the  house 
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where  he  slq>t  the  prerioua  night,  be  knew  the 
charges  were  fresh,  and  Ite  felt  assured  they  would 
do  their  duty  in  his  undaunted  and  steady  hand. 

"  After  his  pistols  were  ready,  he  threw  off  the 
upper  portion  of  his  dress,  and,  taking  a  story 
book  that  he  carried  with  him  to  amuse  himself 
he  sat  down  in  the  arm-chair  and  b^an  to  read. 
Howe\'er,  he  first  called  Lion  to  him;  but  he, 
that  had  been  hitherto  the  fondest  and  most 
obedient  of  animals,  was  now  obstinately  fixed  at 
his  post.  The  colonel  frowned,  and  spoke  to 
him  angrily :  he  then  rose,  approached  him,  licked 
his  hand,  and  returned  immediately  to  his  former 
station. 

"  This  surprised  the  colonel  so  much,  tliat  he 
again  looked  under  the  bed,  but  could  see  no- 
thing. Finding  the  dog  could  not  be  induced  to 
stir,  he  went  on  with  his  book.  A  death-Uke 
silence  prevailed  throughout  the  house :  the  mur- 
muring of  voices,  which  he  heard  for  awhile  after 
the  host  had  descended  the  stairs,  was  no  long^ 
to  be  distinguished,  and  he  concluded  the  whole 
family  Jiad  retired  to  rest.  Not  being  much  in 
the  humour  for  reading,  and  feeling  rather  fa- 
tigued wiili  his  long  ride,  but  more,  j)erhaps,  from 
having  eaten  a  hearty  sup|)er,  a  drowsiness  came 
over  him,  and  he  determined  to  lie  down  dressed 
as  he  was,  so  that  he  might  be  ready  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning.  As  he  rose  from  the  chair  with 
this  intention,  Lion  laid  hold  of  his  clotlies,  and 
held  him  back  with  all  his  force.     Astonished  at 
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the  dog's  interference,  he  returned  and  seated 
himself  in  the  chair,  keeping  his  eyes  fixed  upon 
the  bed,  whilst  Lion  resumetl  his  station,  occa- 
sionally looking  round  at  his  master. 

"  All  at  once,  from,  perhaps,  constantly  looking 
at  the  bed,  he  imagined  the  blankets  appeared  to 
rise  and  fall ;  and,  coupling  tiie  dog's  constant 
attention  to  that  side  of  the  room  with  this  cir- 
cumstance, it  immediately  occurred  to  him  that  a 
stout  fellow  might  possibly  be  concealed  beneath 
the  bed-clothes,  ready  to  seize  liiiii  when  he 
should  attempt  to  lie  down.  Being  a  jwworful 
man,  upwards  of  six  feet  liigli,  and  knowing  by 
experience,  that  a  thump  of  his  fist  would  either 
kill  or  maim  the  man  it  fell  uj>on,  he  decided  to 
jump  up  quickly  and  give  the  bed  a  blow  well 
laid  on,  which  would  immediately  clear  up  his 
suspicions.  Watching  a  moment  when  the  dog 
had  turned  his  head  from  him,  he  sprang  from 
his  chair  and  struck  the  bed  violently  :  he  had  no 
sooner  done  so,  than  the  animal  seized  him  with 
such  force,  that  he  threw  him  backwards  at  full 
length  upon  the  Hoor,  whilst  at  the  same  instant, 
to  his  utter  astonishment,  the  floor  gave  way,  and 
the  bed  and  bedstead  sank  down  with  a  terrible 
crash  into  a  deep  chasm,  where,  but  for  the  sa- 
gacity of  his  faithful  companion,  he  \vould  have 
tumbled  headlong  himself  He  had  barely  time 
to  recover  himself  from  the  momentary  surprise 
this  most  unexpected  incident  occasioned,  and  get 
upon  his  legs  again,  when  he  heard  several  foot- 
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Steps  ascending  the  wooden  staircase  that 
his  chamber.  Alwaj's  cool  and  collecM 
watched  his  pistols  from  the  table;  whili 
who  also  instantly  noticed  the  appr(»chm( 
went  and  seated  himself  on  his  haunckl 
behind  the  door. 

"  Tlie  Colonel  observed  with  satislactii 
ad^'antageous  position  chosen  bj  Lion,  and 
himself  just  behind  him  ;  perceiving  that  \ 
entered  must  expose  his  whole  body  dir 
his  fire,  and  that  he  should  be  enabled 
off  a  couple  of  his  adversaries  before  the 
have  time  to  make  an  attack. 

"  He  had  scarcely  taken  up  his  positi< 
he  heard  the  key  forced  into  the  lock,  1 
opened ;  and  the  landlord,  who  was  the 
enter,  no  sooner  made  his  appearance,  tli 
dog,  seizing  him  by  the  throat,  dragged  hi 
the  floor.  The  man  who  followed  w 
through  the  head,  and  the  third  shared  tt 
fate;  whilst  the  fourth,  brandishing  a  larg( 
fushed  upon  the  Colonel,  who  received 
wound  in  his  left  arm.  He,  however,  sUl 
robber  a  blow  on  the  head  that  felled  him^ 
ground;  and  Lion,  having  despatched  tbi 
lord,  now  seized  the  prostrate  robber  bv  tb 
and  the  Colonel,  wresting  his  dagger  froi 
stabbed  him  in  three  or  four  places  so  si 
that  he  lay  for  dead. 

"  He  then  dressed  himself  very  delibi 
slung  his  portmanteau  over  his  shoulders,  an 


AN    IRISH   TRAVELLER.  51 

ing  reloaded  his  pistols,  one  of  which  he  stuck  in 
his  beh,  and  holding  the  other  in  his  hand,  seized 
the  candle,  and  softly  descended  the  staircase.  On 
entering  the  room  below,  he  saw  the  hostess,  who 
screamed,  and  endeavouretl  to  escape;  but  Lion 
liad  her  by  the  petticoats  in  a  second.  She  fell 
upon  her  knees  and  begged  her  life.  The  Colonel 
called  ofiF  his  dog.  He  then  told  her,  if  she  at- 
tempted to  prevaricate,  or  in  any  way  conceal 
the  truth  from  him,  he  would  put  her  to  death 
instantaneously. 

"  '  First,  tell  me,  are  there  any  more  men  about 
the  house,  or  in  the  outhouses?' 

"  '  None ;  there  is  only  my  son,  the  boy  who 
fed  your  horse  :  he  sleeps  in  the  stable,  near  a 
horse  that  i»  slways  kept  ready  saddled  to  start 
off,  and  carry  news  to  the  band  in  the  forest' 

"  •  Conduct  mc  to  him.' 

"  The  woman  led  the  way,  and  they  found  the 
boy  asleep.  Wlien  his  mother  awoke  him,  he 
seemed  dreadfully  alarmed. 

"  '  Fear  nothing,'  said  the  Colonel ;  '  you  have 
only  to  do  as  I  tell  you,  and  no  harm  shall  hap- 
pen to  you.  Saddle  my  horse,  and  lead  him  and 
your  own  out  of  the  stable.* 

"  The  boy  and  his  mother  together  soon  pre- 
pared them  both  ;  when  the  latter  again  fell  on 
her  knees,  exclaiming,  — 

"  '  Have  pity,  noble  gentleman,  on  an  unfor- 
nate  woman,  who  has  been  drawn  into  this  mode 
of  life  against  her  will.  My  husband  and  myself. 
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and  this  poor  boy,  lived  in  a  small  cabin, 
Dublin  side  of  the  forest,  where  there  is 
bog,  of  which  the  owner  gave  us  the  free< 
conditions  which  enabled  us  to  gain 
liveliliood.  We  had  three  cows,  a  couple  of 
and  some  sheep;  and,  with  the  produce 
dairy,  contrived  to  live  comfortably.  A; 
bers  never  injured  us,  wlien  any  enquiry- 
we  always  pretended  to  know  nothing  aboi 
At  last,  however,  three  policemen  and  sol 
diers  were  sent  and  quartered  in  our  co 
watch  them  ;  some  malicious  person  having 
that,  were  we  not  accomplic£?s,  we  shoul 
been  murdered  long  ago.  The  gang  foa 
that  the  policemen  and  soldiers  lived 
and  one  night,  whilst  we  were  asleep, 
tacked  the  house,  set  fire  to  it,  and  mi 
all  the  men  they  could  find.  My  husban( 
tlie  fray ;  hut  they  took  this  poor  boy  and 
prisoners,  robbed  me  of  our  cattle,  and  bum 
thing  else  that  they  could  find,  even  to  * 
and  straw.  The  man  whom  your  hon 
slain  kept  the  Black  Tavern,  and  is  one 
bullies  of  the  band.  He  took  me  home  wi| 
and  kept  myself  and  my  boy  ever  since 
servants ;  I  dreadetl  him  so  much,  I  never 
to  tell  any  one  my  story.' 

"  '  Enough,'  said  the  Colonel:  '  mount 
your  son  upon  that  horse,  and  come  with  n 

"  Tliey  obeyed,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
of  an  hour   got   to  the   farm-house,    whei 
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Colonel  had  stopped  the  evening  before.  He 
knocked  and  roused  the  farmer,  for  it  was  not  yet 
daylight. 

*'  On  coming  to  the  door,  and  seeing  the 
Colonel,  he  exclaimed,  — 

"  '  God  be  praised  !  good  man ;  I  never  expected 
to  see  you  again,  when  you  told  me  you  were 
going  to  sleep  at  the  Black  Tavern.'  Tlie  Colonel 
now  told  the  farmer  the  events  of  the  night,  and 
that  his  name  was  Foley. 

"  '  Oh  !  your  honour '  said  he,  '  we  know  you 
well  by  report,  and  long  life  to  your  brave 
heart !' 

"  '  Here,'  said  the  Colonel,  '  keep  this  woman 
and  her  son  in  safe  custody  until  I  return.  The 
work  I  have  begun  must  be  completed.  We 
must  extirpate  this  band  of  villains.' 

"  Saying  this,  he  rode  off  to  a  town  about  three 
miles  farther  on,  where  he  collected,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  a  party  of  men  well  armed  and 
mounted,  with  whom  he  returned  to  the  farmer's. 
The  woman  now  confessed  that  the  remainder 
of  the  gang  lived  iti  a  cave  in  the  forest,  to  which 
her  son  could  lead  them ;  and  that  they  were 
at  jleast  twenty  strong,  all  robust,  determined 
fellows. 

"  '  I  would  advise  you,'  she  continued,  *  to  go 
back  to  the  tavern :  not  that  you  will  find  any 
thing  there,  for  they  carry  all  their  booty  to  tlie 
cave ;  but  you  will  be  able  to  discover  whether 
any  one  has  been  there  since  you  left  it ;  and  if 
D    3 


ACTOBIOGRAPHY    OF 

not,  then  jou  will  be  sure  of  finding  the  whole 
gang  at  home  ;  during  the  morning ;  for  thej 
made  an  agreement  to  meet  at  the  cave  to  consult 
about  attacking  a  lonely  farm-house  on  the  Lime- 
rick road,  about  ten  miles  off;  and  to-morrow 
night  is  the  time  they  have  fixed  for  the  execution 
of  their  murderous  designs.' 

"  At  the  close  of  this  relation,  the  Colonel  took 
the  boy,  and  hastened  with  his  party  to  the  Black 
Tavern,  where  they  arrived  at  an  early  hour.  He 
first  led  them  up  suirs,  where  they  found  the  four 
men  lying  dead ;  and  Uiey  were  loud  in  their 
praise  and  admiration  of  his  prowess,  and  the 
sagacity  and  braverj'  of  Lion.  One  of  the  men, 
the  last  whom  tlie  Colonel  stabbed,  had  recovered 
sufficiently  to  crawl  from  the  room  to  the  head  of 
the  stairs ;  when  his  strength  failed  him,  and  he 
expired.  They  now  descended,  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  tlie  passage  to  the  frightful  abj'ss,  in 
which  the  bed  and  bedstead  had  sunk,  the  sight 
of  which  made  the  whole  party  shudder.  After 
a  long  search,  they  found  a  trap-door  in  the  floor 
of  the  kitchen  ;  and,  having  procured  torches,  they 
descended  a  narrow  staircase,  which  led  to  a  sort 
of  a  dungeon.  Here  a  gleam  of  light  penetrated 
from  the  large  square  hole  in  the  centre  of  the 
Colonel's  chamber,  through  which  the  bedstead 
had  fallen.  It  remained  suspended,  together  with 
the  bed,  on  one  side  of  the  hole;  whilst  the  bed- 
clothes had  fallen  upon  a  number  of  long  and 
extremely  sharp  iron  spikes,  fixed  in  an  oak  plank, 
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and  on  which  the  unfortunate  sleeper  must  have 
been  impaled  and  killed  immediately. 

"  The  Colonel  was  now  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced that  he  owed  his  life  to  the  sagacity  of  Lion, 
that,  no  doubt,  scented  the  dead  bodies  beneatli,  and 
prevented  his  master  from  lying  down  on  the  bed. 
The  mangled  remains  of  two  unhappy  victims  lay 
naked  by  the  side  of  the  spikes.  Others  were 
heaped  in  a  corner,  and  covered  with  lime ;  which 
some  of  the  party  having  scraped  off,  the  stench 
became  insupportably  ofiensive ;  and  the  party  left 
this  horrid  charnel-house,  muttering  oaths  of  ven- 
geance against  the  atrocious  villains  of  whom  they 
were  in  pursuit. 

"  On  (juestioning  the  boy,  he  declared  it  to  be 
the  most  favourable  moment  for  attacking  them, 
as  they  had  been  roving  about  all  night,  and  were 
then  fast  asleep.  When  within  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  the  cave,  the  boy  told  the  Colonel  he 
had  better  make  all  his  men  dismount,  and  leave 
their  horses  tied  to  the  trees ;  for  that  the  robbers,' 
living  under  ground,  could  hear  the  trampling  of 
a  horse  a  long  distance  oJf.' 

"  Accordingly,  the  whole  party  proceeded,  ac- 
cording to  the  boy's  directions,  on  foot,  in  a  file  of 
only  two  abreast,  and  with  cautious  steps,  so  as 
not  to  rustle  amongst  the  bushes,  or  make  the 
slightest  noise.  At  length  they  came  to  the  spot 
where  a  large  spreading  oak  directed  the  boy  in 
his  search  after  the  secret  door,  which,  being 
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covered  with  green  sods,  was  always 
find,  even  by  those  who  belonged  to  the 

"  After  groping  about  for  some  tiim 
ped»  and  then  beckoned  the  Colonel  to 

"  '  Yonder  it  is,'   said  he,    in  a  whi 
hark !    I  hear   them    snoring.     Have 
|>arty  ready  to  rush  in  with  their  dra' 
wlien  1  open  it,  and  leave  the  other  half 
muskets  to  guard  the  entrance.'     So 
boy   gently  lilted  up   the  door,  and  tbl 
himself  was  the  first   to  jump  in,  folloi 
dozen  more  brave  fellows.      The  noise  I 
roused  the   robbei^s,   who    bounced   up 
about  them  with  their  cutlasses,  which  w 
at  hand;   but  the  Colonel's  powerful  ax 
man  prostrate  at  every  blow.      Some  ft 
out  in  spite  of  their  opponents,  and  tried 
into   the  forest ;    but   they  were    fired 
diately  by  the  guard.     In  ten   minutes 
coraniencement   of  the   fight,    a  fourth 
number  only  remained  alive,   and  they 
badly  wounded,  as  to  be  incapable  of  ma 
further  resistance. 

"  In  the  cave  the  Colonel  found  an 
booty  in  gold  and  silver  coin,  silver  plate, 
costly  dresses,  and  merchandise,  besides 
of  eatables  and  liquors.  I  lalf  of  a  fat  ox 
fat  sheep  hung  in  an  outer  apartment,  wh 
found  three  poor  women,  who,  at  tl>e  be 
having  heard  the  boy  at  tlie  door,  and  t 
of  many  persons,  suspected  what   was 
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happen,  and  ran  and  hid  themselves  under  some 
sheaves  of  straw  which  lay  on  one  side  of  this  little 
store-room.  They  trembled  all  over,  and,  pale  as 
death,  asked  mercy  on  tficir  knees,  declaring  they 
had  been  kidnapped  from  their  lamilies,  and  lived 
there  entirely  against  their  will.  Tlie  boy  con- 
firmed their  story ;  and  the  Colonel  bade  them 
make  themselves  easy,  as  he  should  provide  for 
their  safe  return  to  their  homes. 

"  He  then  sent  for  the  liorses,  which  he  loaded 
with  the  spoils  of  the  cave.  His  men  bm-ied  the 
dead  robbers  in  the  forest,  and  the  five  survivors 
were  tried  and  executed.  He  gave  all  the  women 
money,  clothes,  and  a  safe  escort  to  their  relations  ; 
and  the  poor  widow,  who  remained  with  the 
farmer,  iilso  got  her  share.  As  for  the  boy,  he 
was  so  pleased  with  his  fidelity,  that  he  took  him 
into  his  service. 

"  As  soon  as  the  rest  of  the  booty  found  in  the 
cave  arrived  at  the  village,  the  Colonel  declared 
it  was  the  property  of  the  king ;  and,  procuring 
a  strong  escort,  he  proceeded  with  it  to  the  palace. 
His  majesty,  however,  ^vas  so  charmed  with  the 
Colonel's  gallantry,  and  the  destruction  of  this 
ferocious  band,  that  he  made  him  a  present  of 
the  whole,  named  him  generalissimo  of  his  troops, 
and  gave  him  his  niece,  a  young  lady  of  great 
beauty  and  accomplishments,  in  marriage. 

"  And  now,  gentlemen,"  continued  the  land- 
lord, "  I  must  finish  my  story,  by  begging  you  to 
drink  health  and  long  life  to  the  Foleys  of  our 
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tt>  ooDect  togetber  in  oald  anetent  liiiii      in  de- 
fiuMe  of  ihe  poGee  of  die  cuumit." 

It  beii^  notr  trt  iate,  ve  finshed  oar  jag  of 
punch,  and  retired  for  the  night. 
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CHAPTER    III. 


The  morning  found  us  again  on  the  road ;  though 
I  confess  I  wished  to  have  remained  to  breakfast, 
in  order  to  liave  the  pleasure  of  hearing  another 
of  our  facetious  lantUord's  stories  whilst  we  drank 
our  coffee.  I  told  him  so  as  we  were  about  to 
step  into  the  diligence :  a  broad  grin  overspread 
his  shrewd,  good-humoured  features,  whilst  he 
replied, — 

"  By  my  soul  !  and  I  am  happy  to  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  hit  your  honour's  taste;  and 
if  ever  you  should  do  me  the  honour  to  take  a 
jug  of  my  wife's  punch,  I  shall  be  after  giving 
you  another  batch  of  them."  Then,  in  an  under 
voice,  he  added,  "  Should  tlie  diligence  be  again 
upset,  remember,  your  honour,  to  keep  tlie  upper 
side  of  Peg  Mullen ;  for  the  devil  relieve  the 
poor  man's  bones  that  comes  under  her." 

I  laughed  out  as  I  entered  the  diligence;  and 
my  guardian  said,  "  Why,  Walter,  you  are  merry 
betimes." 

"  Yes,"  I  replied ;  "  the  recollection  of  a  dili- 
gence I  once  saw  overturned  on  this  very  road, 
under  very  ludicrous  circumstances,  when  I  was 
a  boy,  made  me  laugh." 

"  My  God !  sir,"  said  the  Lady  Grazier,  in  a 
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tremendous  crash  on  the  side  occupied  by  the  fat 
lady.  The  violent  blow  which  the  body  received 
against  the  iron  crane-necks  beneath  made  us  all 
bounce  out  of  our  seats.  Mr.  Foster,  who  was 
seated  opposite  Mrs.  Muliun,  folding  her  in 
his  arms  as  she  was  about  to  fall  upon  him,  they 
both  turnblwl  against  the  door  :  the  clasp  being 
old  and  ricketiy,  it  burst  open,  and  out  flew  the 
Lady  Grazier  and  her  friend  into  the  middle  of  a 
thick-set  hedge,  closely  followed  by  the  amiable 
Miss  Mullen,  who  lay  most  unceremoniously  upon 
top  of  them.  The  moment  the  leather  straps 
gave  way,  I  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  seize 
hold  of  the  window  with  one  hand,  and  my 
guardian  with  the  other,  so  that  we  both  escaped 
unhurt ;  while  the  old  gentleman,  our  companion, 
fell  into  the  bottom  of  the  diligence;  but  he 
grasped  fast  hold  of  one  of  my  legs  as  lie  was 
sliding  out  of  the  door,  and  escaped  with  only  a 
slight  contusion  on  the  shin. 

I  now  contrived  to  open  the  door  on  the  op- 
posite side,  and  we  all  three  immediately  jumped 
into  the  road  and  ran  to  the  assistance  of  the 
ladies,  who  lay  piled  upon  Mr.  Foster;  whilst  he 
never  ceased  to  roav  like  a  bull,  that  he  was 
nearly  sufibcaled  by  tlieni. 

Tlie  diligence  was  so  near  the  hedge,  that  I  had 
some  difficulty  to  squeeze  between  it  and  the 
bushes  on  the  one  side,  whilst  my  guardian  went 
on  the  other :  however  we  succeeded  in  getting 
Miss  Mullen  up,  who  all  but  fainted  in  my  arms ; 
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and  then,  witli  the  assistance  of  the  driver,  we 
contrived  to  draw  her  mamma  off  of  the  body  of 
her  poor  half  smothered  friend,  who  groaned  and 
sighed,  and  swore  some  of  the  black-thorns  had 
entered  a  full  inch  into  his  flesh. 

The  ladies'  faces  aiid  arms  were  so  severely 
scratched  and  torn,  that  the  blood  ran  from  the 
wounds ;  and,  altogether,  they  cut  a  dismal  figure. 
What  with  the  lamentations  of  the  bruised  and 
mangled  Mr.  Foster,  whose  face  was  also  covered 
with  blood,  it  was  at  once  a  serious  and  a  most 
ridiculous  scene.  To  laugh  appeared  unfeeling, 
and  not  to  laugh  required,  at  all  events,  more 
philosophy  than  was  possessed  by  the  old  gende- 
man  with  the  broken  shin,  whom  I  observed  seated 
on  the  bank  opposite  to  us,  laughing  to  such  a 
degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to  hold  his  sides. 
Indeed,  I  was  near  bursting  forth  once  or  twice 
myself,  particularly  at  first;  ior  the  passengers  on 
the  top,  three  in  number,  were  pitched  clear  over 
the  hedge.  One  of  them,  a  sailor,  exclaimed  to 
his  comrade,  whilst  I  was  assisting  the  ladies, — 

"  Shiver  my  timbers  !  Jim,  what  a  lucky  es- 
cape we  've  had,  in  being  thrown  up  high  and  dry 
over  the  shoal  when  the  ship  struck;  whilst  that 
she  whale,  with  her  blubber  chops,  lies  flouncing 
amongst  the  furze ;  and  if  they  don't  clap  a  bows- 

ing-tackle  upon  her  stern-sheets,  I'll  be  d d 

if  they  '11  get  her  afloat  again  for  a  month  of 
Sundays." 

Whether  the  Lady  Grazier  really  fainted,  or 
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only  pretended  to  faint,  I  cannot  exactly  deter- 
mine. She  was  dragged  forth  from  the  hedge  to 
all  appearance  lifeless ;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  aid  of  two  or  three  good-natured  pedestrian 
travellers,  who  happened  to  be  near,  the  reader 
will  readily  conceive  that  we  must  have  allowed 
this  huge  mass  of  flesh  to  lie  where  it  was  thrown, 
and  poor  Mr.  Foster  would  have  perished  without 
rescue. 

The  smelling-bottle,  and  some  cold  water  from 
a  neighbouring  cottf^e,  at  length  called  the  roses 
to  her  dumpling  cheeks ;  which,  from  a  livid  pale- 
ness, now  glowed  widi  all  the  intensity  of  a  full- 
blown peony.  Clapping  her  arms  a-kimbo  on 
her  protuberant  hips,  she  waddled  up  to  the 
driver. 

"  How  dare  you,  impudent  rascal !"  said  she, 
"  start  upon  the  road  without  first  examining 
your  springs  and  straps,  to  see  that  they  are  all 
sound  and  good ;  and  thus,  by  your  neglect,  en- 
danger the  precious  lives  of  all  the  passengers  ? 
Rely  on  it,  I'll  enter  a  complaint  against  j'ou  and 
your  master  the  moment  I  arrive  at  Limerick." 

"  I  beg  your  ladyship  a  thousand  million  of 
pardons,"  said  the  discomfited  Jehu ;  "  but  if 
your  honour  will  only  be  after  looking  at  the 
straps,  you  will  see  that  they  are  as  sound  as  good 
tanned  leather  can  make  them.  It  was  the  ter- 
rible big  stones,  and  your  honour,  too,  being  seated 
on  the  same  side,  that  made  the  wheels  come 
down  with  such  a  crash :  for,  axing  your  honour's 
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pardon,  you  're  no  puppet  in  weight :  by  Jasus !  I 
only  wonder  that  the  springs  themselves  did'n't 
fly  like  glass  !" 

This  reply  excited  the  risibility  of  the  whole, 
party,  not  excepting  tlie  amiable  Miss  Mullen 
herself. 

"  You  're  an  impudent  fellow  !"  said  she  again : 
"  but  1  '11  quickly  mend  your  manners.  Tell  me, 
scoundrel  f  who  is  to  take  me  to  Clonmel ;  for  I  'm 
80  lame  and  sore,  that  I  can  not  walk  ?" 

The  driver  disappeared  before  she  could  say 
any  more  to  him,  and  soon  returned  with  two 
large  pieces  of  scantling,  which,  with  the  help  of 
the  sailor,  he  lashed  under  the  body  of  the  dili- 
gence, having  first  raise<l  it  on  a  level  with  tlie 
side  which  still  remained  uninjured.  We  then 
reseated  omselves ;  but  the  Lady  Grazier  moaned 
and  complained  bitterly,  reiterating  her  intention 
of  making  her  husband  prosecute  the  proprietors 
for  neglect,  Ix-sides  obliging  tliem  lo  pay  the  sur- 
geon's bill ;  for,  she  observed,  it  would  cost 
her  something  handsome  to  get  the  thorns  ex- 
tractefl  from  her  flesh. 

Our  elderly  and  facetious  companion  was  so 
tickled  wit])  all  these  incidents,  that  he  could  not 
forbear  tittering;  and  I  was  afraid  to  look  at  him, 
lest  he  should  burst  forth,  and  make  me  as  bad  as 
himself  I  therefore  kept  looking  out  of  the  win- 
dow, whilst  the  diligence  moved  towards  the  sta- 
tion at  a  slow  pace.  Fortunately,  Mrs.  Mullen 
was  wholly  absorbed  with  her  misfortunes,  as  well 
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as  too  intently  engaged  with  Mr.  Foster,  who 
now  began  to  say  all  the  soothing  things  he  could 
think  of  to  lighten  her  grief,  to  notice  us.  He 
spoke  of  his  own  sufferings,  and  his  truly  awful 
position,  but  to  which  his  fears  for  the  ladies  had 
made  him  quite  indifferent;  forgetful  that  he  had 
roared  beneath  the  pressure  of  the  lady  hkc  an 
ox  going  to  be  slaughtered. 

The  recollection  of  all  these  ridiculous  inci- 
dents annoyed  nie  so  much,  under  the  restraint 
in  which  I  was  placed,  that  I  never  in  my  life 
felt  more  relieved  than  on  finding  myself  alone 
with  my  guardian  in  a  room  at  the  ina  of  Clon- 
mel,  and  at  liberty  to  laugh  heartily. 

Breakfast  being  over,  we  immediately  set  off  to 
find  the  executors  ;  and  young  Donnovan's  house 
lying  in  the  way,  we  determined  to  call  there 
first,  and  obtain  news  from  him  of  his  father.  It 
was  many  years  since  we  had  seen  each  other, 
both  being  boys  when  we  separated.  I  knocked 
at  the  door,  and  found,  on  enquiring  of  the  ser- 
vant, that  he  was  at  home;  but,  as  there  were  two 
gentlemen  with  him,  he  asked  us  to  give  him  our 
names. 

"  No,"  said  I ;  "  go  and  tell  him  an  old  ac- 
quaintance wishes  to  speak  with  him." 

We  were  immediately  admitted.  1  was  struck 
with  his  figure,  and  the  noble  expression  of  his 
features,  where  the  beauty  of  the  mother  vied  with 
the  manly  and  decidetl  character  of  the  father. 
He  looked  at  me,  for  some  seconds,  with  an  en- 
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quiring  eye ;  and  then,  clasping  me  to  his  bosom, 
exclaimed,  — 

"  By  heavens !  it  is  Walter  Brabazon,  our 
cousin  !  our  friend  !" —  whilst  the  tear  started  in 
his  eye. 

"  How  opportunely  you  have  arrived  !  Here 
are  the  two  executors  of  your  uncle's  wiU  :"  and 
he  introduced  me  to  them. 

"  Come,  cousin,"  continued  he,  "  there  are  no 
secrets  between  us ;  speak  out :  what  have  you 
to  say  about  your  estates  ?" 

"  Neither  more  nor  less,"  said  J,  "  than  that 
here  I  am,  to  claim  them  in  proprid  persona," 

The  executors  then  told  me  they  were  ready  to 
hand  over  every  thing,  in  spite  of  the  claim  laid 
by  Mr.  Harder,  my  unworthy  connection ;  who,  it 
seems,  had  had  the  audacity  to  declare  me  an 
impostor.  Tliey  informed  me,  however,  that  they 
considered  Colonel  Donuovan'a  certificate  as  a 
sufficient  proof  of  my  indentity ;  and  the  next 
day,  or  whenever  I  thouglit  proper,  they  were 
ready  to  resign  the  title-deeds  into  my  hands. 

When  they  were  gone,  I  enquired  very  particu- 
larly about  the  Colonel's  father ;  and  he  told  me 
he  had  not  receive<l  any  letters  since  those  he 
found  in  London  on  his  arrival,  which  informed 
him  of  his  uncle's  death,  and  the  necessity  of  his 
coming  immediately  to  Ireland. 

"  My  father,"  he  continued,  "  was  delighted  to 
have  received  my  letter  from  Calcutta,  at  the 
moment  when  he  was  fretting  inwardly  at  the 
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thoughts  of  being  obliged  to  come  to  Europe.  — 
And  now,  my  dear  cousin,  I  must  tell  you  that  I 
had  a  quarrel  with  Harder,  who  had  the  impu- 
dence to  doubt  my  father's  having  known  you 
before  you  introduced  yourself  to  him ;  and  was 
ready  to  swear  that  you  were  so  young  when  he 
w^as  at  your  father's,  that  he  could  not  have  recol- 
lected your  features." 

"  A  thousand  thanks,  my  dear  cousin  !"  said  I, 
"  for  the  warm  interest  you  have  taken  in  my 
behalf.  I  cannot  regret  your  quarrelling  with  a 
man  of  such  sorilid  feelings  ;  much  less  that  you 
should  decline  acknowledging  him  for  a  relation." 

We  parted  with  expressions  of  mutual  alTection 
and  esteem.  The  next  morning  I  repaired  to 
the  house  of  one  of  the  executors,  and,  having 
amicably  settled  all  matters  with  them,  I  was  form- 
ally put  in  possession  of  the  property  left  me  by 
my  imcle. 

I  now  began  lo  think  seriously  of  my  guardian's 
proposal,  that  I  should  enter  the  army;  for,  by 
contriving  to  get  appointed  to  a  regiment  destined 
for  India,  I  should  have  a  much  better  opportu- 
nity of  seeing  and  examining  the  several  king- 
doms of  that  extensive  country,  than  as  a  mere 
traveller. 

"  There,"  said  my  guardian,  "  you  will  see  the 
good  policy  of  treating  conquered  nations  with 
lenity,  tolerance,  and  liberality  ;  and  in  no  coun- 
try under  heaven  will  you  find  justice  more 
equitably    and    impartially    administered.      The 
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manners  and  customs  of  India,  so  totally  opposite 
to  those  of  Enrope,  will  afibrd  voa  ample  food  for 
reflection ;  and  you  will  also  find  there  many 
natural  productions  peculiar  to  a  soil  and  climate 
where  incessant  summer  reigns,  and  the  richest 
gifts  of  nature  are  presented  spontaneously  to  the 
hand  of  man." 

As  he  was  tired  of  being  in  a  constant  round 
of  company,  my  guardian  proposed  that  I  should 
make  the  tour  of  my  native  country  without  him, 
and  that  he  should  proceed  immediately  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  had  some  business  of  importance  to 
transact,  and  there  await  my  arrival. 

Althougli  I  was  grieve<l  to  part  with  him,  yet 
I  could  not  object  to  his  arrangements,  more 
especially  as  I  well  knew  he  oftentimes  engaged 
in  pursuits,  by  no  means  congenial  to  his  feelings, 
merely  for  my  sake.  •'  Waller,"  said  he,  before 
he  left  nic,  "  be  cautious  to  act  always  as  you 
have  hitherto  done,  and  you  may  be  sure  of  the 
protection  of  Heaven  and  of  my  constant  soHci- 
tndf.  I  leave  you,  in  the  full  assurance  of  your 
firmness  and  courage,  and  that  you  will  never 
suffer  yourself  to  be  led  aside  from  the  path  of 
virtue  for  a  mere  momentary  gratification  of  pas- 
sion or  caprice." 

The  ilay  after  his  departure  I  felt  quite  lost, 
and  rould  apply  myself  to  nothing  steadily.  In 
litis  statu  of  mind,  I  tliought  a  stroll  through  the 
town  would  be  of  service  to  me;  and  I  set  ofTJ 
without  any  fixed  purpose,  determining  to  wander 
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as  chance  directed  my  steps.  In  turning  the 
comer  of  the  princi(>al  street,  I  was  suddenly 
startled  by  a  smart  tap  on  the  shoulder;  and,  on 
looking  round,  to  my  utter  astonishment  I  be- 
held, standing  alongside  of  me  and  tendering  me 
his  hand,  my  old  acquaintance,  the  eocentric  Mr. 
Cahlinan  !  We  had  been  intimate  during  tVie 
latter  part  of  my  residence  at  Philadelphia;  but, 
from  his  singular  disposition,  and  still  more  extra- 
ordinarj-  mode  of  living,  he  was  the  very  last  man 
in  the  world  I  should  have  thought  of  meeting  in 
Ireland.  He  always  spoke  of  tnivelling  as  being 
too  troublesome;  and  oppresstii  Ireland,  as  he 
styled  it,  the  only  countrj'  of  the  globe  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  visit.  This  strange,  inconsistent 
man  was  one  of  those  characters  which  are  rarely 
met  with  more  than  once  in  a  half  centurj-. 

I  gave  him  my  hand,  expressed  myself  happy 
to  meet  with  him,  and  enquired  by  what  luck  yor 
unlucky  accident  he  had  been  induced  to  visit  a 
country  he  had  so  often  declared  he  never  wished 
to  see  ? 

"  The  caprice  of  a  moment,"  said  he.  "  You 
must  know  that  I  thought  the  lady  who  kept  the 
Golden  Swan  tavern,  where  I  lived,  began  to  be 
careless  and  lukewarm  in  her  utienliona.  One  of 
my  dinners  was  badly  cooked,  and  my  wines 
changed  upon  me :  I  therefore  determined  to  try 
my  luck  elsewhere.  Then,  all  of  a  sudden,  my 
father's  injunctions  came  across  my  mind;  and 
as  this  was   the  ninth   time  I  liad  changed  my ' 
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■Bond  ptopciety.  In  abort,  he  was  the  most 
ajngnhir  man  I  erer  saw,  except  Major  Semple : 
thoi^fa  I  woald  not  hare  the  reader  imagine  I 
mean  to  make  a  comparison  between  them,  as 
Cahllnan  fell  fiir  short  of  him  in  every  quality 
essential  to  a  good  man. 

My  first  acquaintance  with  him,  at  Philadelpliia, 
was  entirely  accidental,  at  the  famous  tavern  of 
the  Golden  Swan,  where  parties  often  assembled 
to  eat  oysters,  and  a  small  species  of  amphibious 
tortoise,  much  esteemed  by  the  epicures  of  Ame- 
rica. Some  young  men  of  my  acquaintance,  seve- 
ral of  them  gay  Quakers,  invited  me,  one  evening, 
to  sup  with  them  ;  or,  rather,  to  make  one  of  a 
party  to  sup  at  the  tavern ;  each  man  paying  his 
share  of  the  expense.  These  were  parties  I  assi- 
duously avoided,  if  possible,  because  they  generally 
ended  in  excess.  However,  this  time,  one  or  two 
of  my  most  intimate  acquainunces  being  invited, 
I  could  not  refuse. 
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I  repaired  to  the  tavern  about  eight  o'clock  of 
a  raw  autumnal  evening,  and  found  a  set  of  jovial 
fellows  already  assembled  round  a  coal  fire,  that 
burnt  briskly  in  the  grate  ;  and  was  a  very  com- 
fortable sight  to  one  who  came  in  shivering  from 
the  street. 

Before  I  proceed  any  farther,  however,  I  must 
inform  my  readers,  that  Cahlinan's  fixed  and  un- 
alterable resolution  was,  to  live  all  his  hfe  in  a 
tavern.  This  he  declared  the  ne  pltis  ultra  of  in- 
dependence— the  antidote  to  care  and  domestic 
vexations  of  every  description,  to  which  he  con- 
sidered the  greater  part  of  mankind  wretched 
slaves,  who  knew  not  how  to  free  themselves  from 
the  trammels  and  snares  of  marriage  and  house- 
keeping. This  being  premised,  I  must  tell 
my  readers  he  was  then  living  in  the  tavern 
where  we  had  assembled  to  sup,  and  his  bed-room, 
the  door  of  which  was  double-locked,  actually 
joined  the  one  in  which  wc  were  taking  tea, 
and  making  a  noise  that  might  be  heard  all  over 
the  liouse. 

In  the  midst  of  this  bustle  and  merriment,  the 
door  of  the  apartment  in  question  was  unlocked, 
and  in  walked  a  very  genteel,  dapper-looking  man, 
who  appeared  as  if  he  had  just  sprung  out  of  a  band- 
box; whilst  our  party,  struck  dumb  with  surprise, 
were  gazing  upon  this  sudden  apparition,  and 
wondering  what  it  meant.  He  put  on  a  benig- 
nant smile,  bowed  very  genteelly,  and  said, — 

"  I  beg  a  thousand  pardons,  gentlemen,  for  this 
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sudden,  unexpected  intrusion  ;  and  if  there  is  any 
thing  wrong  in  it,  yon  nuisl  blame  your  own  gay 
and  jovial  characters,  which  ha%e  emboldened  me 
to  request  I  may  be  allowed  to  join  your  amiable 
company." 

We  bowed  assent,  and  he  added,  "  I  have  risen 
about  a  half  an  hour ;  for  I  confess  your  mirth 
made  me  get  out  of  bed  earlier  than  usual ;  and 
now,  gentlemen,  will  you  |>ermit  me  the  honour  of 
taking  breakftist  with  you,  and  to  pay  my  share  of 
the  expense  ?" 

Our  friend,  who  had  the  management  of  the 
supper,  happened  to  know  Mr.  Cahlinau,  and  now 
stepped  forward  and  offered  him  his  hand,  say- 
ing,— 

"  I  rejoice,  sir  to  meet  you  here  in  this  most 
unexpected  but  agreeable  manner :  we  shall  be 
extremely  happy  to  receive  you  into  our  jovial 
circle;  and  now,  permit  me  to  introduce  you  to 
my  friends." 

He  was  then  introduced  to  each  member  se- 
parately- 
After  this    my   friend    turned    to    him,     and 
added, — 

"  You  talked  of  breakfast,  Mr.  Calilinan :  is 
not  tliat  a  mistake?" 

"Oh,  no !"  he  replied,  smiling;  "you  know  I 
sleep  all  day ;  and  this  is  very  near  the  time  I 
usually  break  my  fast.  Oysters  and  tortoises  are 
not  bad  things  for  breakfast:  all  I  shall  ask  is, 
the  liberty  of  taking  coflee  to  your  wine." 
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"  But  is  it  possible,  sir,"  said  I,  "  that  you  find 
It  agreeable  or  convenient  thus  to  turn  night  into 
day,  and  breakfast  when  all  the  town  besides  are 
going  to  supper  ?" 

"'  Every  one  to  his  liking,'  sir,"  said  he,  "as 
the  old  woman  said  when  she  kissed  her  cow,  I 
feel  so  little  disposed  to  adopt  the  ridiculous 
usages  of  general  society,  that  I  have  purposely 
gone  in  direct  opposition  to  all  its  established 
customs.  During  the  night,  I  walk,  ride,  and 
pay  visits  until  three  or  four  o'clock,  when  I  dine. 
I  sup  at  ten  or  eleven  the  following  day,  sleep 
until  evening,  and  then  breakfast,  as  I  am  now 
going  to  do.  My  rides  or  walks  by  night  are 
delightful.  I  am  freed  from  the  hurry  and  busUe 
of  the  crowd  of  vulgar  animals  who  infest  die 
streets  during  the  day  ;  my  mind  is  calm  and 
unruffled  ;  ray  reflections  become  more  intense  ; 
and  I  continue  my  excursion  under  the  influence 
of  some  inspiring  project  or  scheme,  that  keeps 
my  imagination  in  full  activity,  until  my  physical 
wants  recall  me  to  the  imperfections  of  humanity 
—  the  necessity  of  rest,  sleep,  and  food,  the  three 
grand  restoratives  of  exhausted  nature.  Should 
I  invite  a  company  to  dine,  I  request  them  to 
arrive  at  three  in  the  morning;  and  a  litde  before 
four  o'clock,  the  fashionable  hour,  my  dinner  is 
served.  Now,  gentlemen,  as  we  are  such  very 
near  neighbours,  will  you  do  me  the  honour  to 
dine  with  me  this  very  day  ?" 

His  invitation  was  accepted  viva  voce. 

VOL.  II.  B 
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The  supper,  or  bneak&tf,  aa  he 
it*  wa«  uow  brought  in ;  and,  being 
liiin,  I  endearoored  to  draw  him  forth. 

"  How  comes  it,"  said  I,  "  that  beii^  a  ■■■  of 
fortune  and  education,  jrou  do  not  take  a  hoaae  to 
youTMil^  or,  at  least,  elegant  prirate  lodgings,  in 
order  to  live  more  comfortably,  and  receive  your 
guetta  at  your  ease?" 

"  Sir,"  aaid  he,  "  what  you  deem  comfortable 
I  think  entirely  tlie  reverse;  and  what  you  stjle 
ease  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  great  annoyance- 
Home,  servants,  domestic  economy,  stewards, 
accounts,  horses,  carriages,  &c.  &c.,  are  all  irk- 
some to  me  in  the  highest  degree.  My  aim  is 
pure  independence,  and  to  live  without  care  or 
trouble :  for  this  sunple  reason,  therefore^  I  have 
chosen  a  tavern,  where  all  my  wants  are  supplied 
at  a  moment's  warning,  and  often  wiiliout  any  pre- 
vious order.  I  keep  no  servants  of  my  own,  for 
the  same  reaaon ;  and  I  shall  never  many,  the 
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more  effectually  to  presen-e  the  consistency  of  my 
plan.  Depend  upon  it,  this  is  the  only  true  way 
of  avoiding  all  the  inconveniences,  cares,  and 
troubles  of  life.  In  my  habits  I  am  a  regular 
man,  except  that  I  seldom  sup ;  so  that  the  people 
of  die  tavern  where  I  live  know  all  my  movements 
and  my  wants  without  telling  them.  The  only 
order  I  have  to  give,  during  the  day,  concerns  my 
dinner,  which  is  more  or  less  abundant,  or  more 
or  less  costly,  according  to  circumstances.  My 
servants  never  leave  me ;  my  coachman  does  not 
cheat  the  horses,  and  get  drunk  ;  my  cook  never 
spoils  the  dinner ;  my  butler  cannot  deceive  me, 
or  my  stewartl  prove  a  rogue.  All  goes  on  with 
order,  regularity,  and  ease.  My  ears  are  never 
shocked  with  scolding,  or  the  squalls  of  children; 
the  breaking  of  crockery,  and  the  destruction  of 
furniture.  No  one  opposes  my  will;  all  my 
domestic  concerns  arc  managed  with  a  precision 
and  a  celerity  such  as  are  not  known  even  in  the 
best  regulated  families.  With  no  farther  exertion 
on  my  part  than  to  say,  '  give  me  this,'  '  hand  me 
that,'  every  thing  is  prepared,  and  1  am  never 
obliged  to  wait  beyond  the  time  marked  down. 

"  In  short,  gentlemen,"  he  continued,  "  true 
independence  is  only  to  be  found  in  a  tavern ; 
and  I  am  determined  never  to  barter  it  for  what 
are  foolishly  and  erroneously  styled  'the  comforts 
of  domestic  life,'  'domestic  enjoyments,'  'domestic 
felicity,'  and  a  number  of  other  appellations 
equally  false  and  ridiculous; — quite  as  parodoxi- 
E  2 


7< 


AUTOBIOOBAPBY   or 


cal  as  if  I  were  to  say,  he  who  Ubonrs 
ifi  more  happj  and  comfortable  than  he  « 
the  fruits  of  hb  labour.     To  do,  and  to 
be    done,    although    sometimes     tantanM 
law,  are  certainly  very  distinct  af&irs; 
which,  requires  no  logical  discussion.     I 
everj-  gentleman    here  will  acknowledge, 
drink  a  bottle  of  wine^   and  to  cause  a 
wine  to  be  drank,  are   two   things  diana 
opposite. " 

To  this  proposition  we  all  gave  our 
assent,  and  told  him  we  would  convbce' 
dinner  of  our  attachment  lo  his  principles. 

He  smiled,  and  replied,  "  that  nothin 
be  more  gratifying  to  his  feelings,  as  actioi 
louder  than  words.  1  hope  to  see  that  xa 
are  sincere  proselytes  to  my  philosophy." 

"  I  admire  your  plan,"  said   I ;  «  but 
could  adopt  it.     The  female  sex  have  to( 
charms  for  me :  besides,  I  think  you  do  n< 
weigh  the  enjo}Tnents  and  disagreement* 
mestic  life,  or  you  would  find  the  former 
balance  the  latter." 

"  My  dear  sir,"  rejoined  Cahlinan,  •*  \ 
should  never  marr}',  because  I  think  I  ca 
find  a  woman  to  please  me,  and  who 
the  same  time  consent  to  live  in  a  taven 
hotel, — for  I  am  no  Cynic  Nor  have  I 
great  aversion  to  matrimony ;  but  what  I 
is  house-keeping,  and  all  its  concomitant 
and  perplexities." 


AN    IRISH   TRAVELLER. 


77 


*'  But,"  I  rejoined,  *'  if  you  were  to  marry  yon 
would  beget  children;  and  what  would  you  do 
with  them  ?" 

"  Send  them  all,"  said  he,  "  to  the  foundling 
hospital  the  moment  they  were  born." 

"What!"  I  exclaimed,  "without  any  regard 
to  the  feelings  of  the  mother?" 

'*  Why,  if  the  mother  pleased,  she  might  have 
them  reared  tliere  in  l»er  own  name,  and  provide 
for  them  afterwards ;  but  I  never  would  consent 
to  have  the  squalling  of  hrats  about  me,  and  all 
the  embarrassments,  cares,  and  troubles  of  their 
education.  Nine  times  out  of  ten,  a  man's  chil- 
dren are  a  disgrace  to  him,  because  our  system  of 
education  is  greatly  defective ;  and,  instead  of 
teaching  us  that,  with  all  the  wisdom  we  can 
acquire,  we  still  know  nothing,  it  makes  us  proud, 
conceited,  vain,  and  presumptuous ; —  egotists,  who 
think,  in  the  logical  and,  I  must  add,  absurd  dis- 
cussions of  the  schools,  we  have  discovered  all  the 
wonders  of  the  creation  ;  when  in  reality  we  are 
ignorant  of  the  quality  of  the  atoms  we  proudly 
tread  beneath  our  feet  as  we  walk  tlie  streets. 
My  children  at  the  foundling  hospital  will,  at  all 
events,  be  brought  up  «imply,  without  refined 
notions  and  pretensions,  and  will  go  through  life 
much  better  tlian  those  arrogant  beings  who  think 
a  college  education  fits  them  at  once  to  become 
any  thing  they  please.  Men,  sir,  become  intoxi- 
cated with  vanity  to  a  degree  that  places  tbera 
on  a  footing  with  roonkies.  But  such  are  the 
E  3 
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inscrutable  operations  of  Nature  upon 
matter,  that   human   prudence  and  ht 
giglu     can     never   counteract    lier   di 
human  art   or  invention  will  ever  ma 
clever  or  fortunate,  if  nature  lias 
of  wisdom  or  her  seal   of  prosperity. 
nes3,  then,  is  such  a  lottery,  I  shall 
my   head  about  it,  but  commit  my 
their  fate  :  only  taking  care  to  give  thi 
to  support  them  decently  in  whateveri 
life  they  may  be  thrown-* 

"  Strange  conclusion  l"  said  I,  ** 
cation,  which,  we  all  allow,  is  sccol 
iliould  not  possess  the  power  of  changi 
impulses,  and  of  [wejtaring  men  for  ever 
in  life." 

*'  I  have  seen  so  many  men,"  said  h( 
in  direct  contradiction  to  the  prine 
maxims  they  have  been  taught,  and  | 
little  by  all  those  boasted  advantages  ih 
that  I  have  no  longer  any  confidence 
terns  of  education,  and  prefer  leaving  tb 
Nature  herself.'' 

"  But,"  said  I,  "  you  were  not  left 
nor  will  your  children  be  abandoned  to 
are  to  be  brought  up  in  the  foundling  ho 

"  At  all  o-ents,"*  said  he,  "  there 
interference  with  their  natural  talents 
they  will  not  be  indulged  and  spoiled  by 
and  sycophants  —  those  emissaries  of 
who   surround  the   rich  in    every 
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whose  very  smiles  are  pestilential.  No,  sir:  in 
the  foundling  hospital,  and  wherever  they  may  be 
sent  from  thence  to  learn  the  rudiments  of  some 
handicraft  or  profession,  they  M'ill  not  consider 
themselves  the  favourites  of  fortune,  puffed  up 
with  pride  and  conceit  at  being  born,  as  the  sav- 
ing is,  '  with  a  silver  spoon  in  their  mouths,'  and 
which,  being  a  fortuitous  qualification,  when  not 
combined  with  good  natural  talents  (putting  ac- 
complishments out  of  the  question),  is  like  fine 
roast  beef  without  gravy.  Now,  according  to  my 
way  of  thinking,  it  is  of  no  consequence  what  my 
children  are  taught  in  the  way  of  a  trade  or  pro- 
fession :  they  may  be  tailors,  shoemakers,  black- 
smitlis,  or  what  you  please;  but,  if  they  have 
talents,  they  will  not  remain  in  obscurity.  — 
Genius,  sir,  is  like  a  piece  of  cork ;  you  may 
plunge  it  ten  fathoms  deep  in  tlie  water,  but  it 
will  always  rise  to  the  surface :  nothing,  sir,  can 
keep  down  tlie  buoyant  spirit  of  genius  !  nothing 
can  quench  the  sacred  fire  that  burns  within  the 
soul  of  him  who  is  tlie  favourite  of  Nature  !" 

"  I  regret  extremely,"  said  I,  *'  that  you  have 
not  made  acquaintance  witli  Major  Semple, 
whose  independent  notions  and  love  of  Nature 
have  carried  him  into  the  forests  beyond  the 
great  river  Ohio,  where  he  has  built  himself  a 
fortress.  He  lives  midway  between  tlie  civilised 
settlers  and  the  barbarous  aborigines,  yet  disdains 
to  hold  communication  or  connection  with  either 
the  one  or  the  other." 
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of  no  higher  denomination  than  tavern  keepers' 
wives  and  daughters,  who,  so  far  from  exacting 
attention,  are  full  of  amiability  and  politeness, 
and  pay  me  every  sort  of  deference  for  my  money. 
To  be  sure,  the  husbands  are  sometimes  jealous; 
but  what  do  I  care  for  that?  Let  them  settle 
their  family  disputes  as  they  please  —  it  is  none  of 
my  business.  When  I  perceive  the  host  and 
hostess  cold  and  inattentive,  I  change  my  lodg- 
ings to  some  place  more  agreeable,  and  where  I 
find  the  family  condescending. 

"  So  now,  gentlemen,  if  there  be  any  married 
men  amongst  you,  I  hope  you  will  not,  after  this 
declaration,  take  it  amiss  tliat  I  do  not  visit  you  ?" 

Fortunately,  the  whole  party  were  bachelors, 
and  they  all  declared  how  happy  they  should  be 
to  receive  him  whenever  he  thought  proper  to 
honour  them. 

This  conversation  took  place  whilst  we  drank 
our  coffee ;  and  it  was  no  sooner  finished  than  we 
all  sallied  forth,  with  Cahiinan,  into  the  streets, 
and,  having  walked  about  the  city  for  two  hours 
at  least,  we  returned  to  the  tavern. 

Our  supper  was,  of  course,  countermanded ; 
and,  when  we  returned,  we  saw  a  large  table 
spread  in  Mr.  C.'s  apartments,  which  were 
thrown  open  for  our  reception. 

At  half-past  three,  the  dinner  was  placed  upon 
the  table.  As  soon  as  we  were  seated,  "  Gentle- 
said  he,  "  the   word  ceremony  has  long 


men, 


been  exploded  from  my  vocabulary;   so,  make 
£  5 


AN    inTSH    TIIAVELLER. 


tinued  to  pass  round  the  tabk  until  between 
seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when 
coffee  and  cordials  were  served. 

By  this  time  many  of  the  party  were  a  little 
crank,  as  the  sailors  call  it,  and  took  their  leave; 
whilst  others,  at  the  host's  invitation,  who  ap- 
peared quite  steady,  remained  to  play  a  game  at 
whist-  For  my  own  part,  I  should  have  quitted 
llie  conjpany  much  sooner,  but  Caldinan's  wit 
and  satire  detained  me. 

Tliis  digression,  I  trust,  will  serve  to  introduce 
him  to  the  acquaintance  of  my  readers. 

As  we  walked  along  the  principal  sti'eets  of 
Oonmel,  I  inquired  where  he  lived. 

"  What  a  question  to  put  to  an  independent 
gentleman  !"  said  he.  "  I  live  every  where:  but 
if  you  ask  me  at  what  hotel  or  tavern  I  have  put 
up,  why  I'll  tell  you  — not  far  from  lience,  in  the 
next  street,  at  the  sign  of  '  The  Castle,'  recom- 
mended to  me  by  one  of  the  passengers  in  tlie 
stage  coach ;  and  I  am  highly  pleased  with  my 
quarters.  The  woman  of  the  house  is  a  very 
neat,  pretty  woman ;  her  daughter  is  still  hand- 
somer ;  and  all  of  Uiem  of  the  most  attentive  and 
obliging  tempers.  Come,  it  is  but  a  few  paces 
off;  we  will  have  some  cheese  and  a  glass  of  beer, 
and  talk  over  old  times." 

We  were  not  long  getting  to  the  Castle  Inn, 

where,   as  Ctddinan  said,   I  saw  at  the  bar  two 

very  pretty  women,  who  smiled  as  he  entered,  and 

called  out  to  tl»e  waiter  to  attend  at  No.  6.,  and 
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■ee  that  the  gentleman  wanted  for  nothing.— 
After  a  while  the  cheese  and  beer  were  brought, 
and  1  said,  "  You  are  very  well  lodged  here ;  but 
still  I  hope  you  will  permit  me  to  introduce  yos 
to  some  of  my  friends  and  relations  ?     There 'i 

Mr.   S ,   a  rich  country-  gentleman,    fond  of 

hunting ;  Mr.  B i  a  respectable  banker ;  Mr. 

C ,  a  distant  relation  of  mine,  also  wealtfav, 

and  a  sportsman :    there 's    Lord    S ,   Sir  J. 

T .     These  gentlemen  keep  good  tables,  and 

see  some  of  the  best  company ;  and,  wlien  once 
introduced,  with  them  you  may  amuse  away  some 
of  your  vacant  hours." 

"  A  thousand  thanks !  "  said  he,  "  my  good 
friend ;  but  it  is  enough  for  me  to  know  that  all 
tlicse  gentlemen  are  married :  and,  besides,  I  de- 
test what  is  stj'led  genteel  societj'.  I  am  incorri- 
gible; don't  trouble  yourself  about  me.  I  cannot 
listen  to  any  one  who  would  shackle  my  indepen- 
dence, or  sacrifice  it  to  the  dull  monotony  of 
ladies'  society,  and  the  horrors  of  a  family  fireside. 
God  keep  me  from  falling  into  such  dismal  com- 
pany I  If  you  will  sometimes  allow  me  the 
happiness  of  cracking  a  bottle  with  30U,  or  any 
jovial  brace  of  bachelors  of  your  acquaintance,  it 
will  suffice." 

"  I  fear,"  said  I,  "  that  we  shall  meet  but 
seldom  if  I  cannot  prevail  upon  you  to  become 
intimate  with  my  friends  and  relations ;  for  they 
engross  nearly  all  my  time." 

"  Don't  let  this  disturb  you,"  said  hej  "  I  am 


I 


AN    IRISH    TRAVELLER. 


85 


myself  to  blame ;  but  only  let  me  see  you  when- 
ever you  have  a  moment  of  leisure.  Freedom 
and  Ease  are  my  motto.  Again  I  say,  I  am  not 
to  be  caught  in  the  snares  of  gentility  and  good 
breeding,  as  they  are  termed  ;  or  to  be  tangled  in 
the  gossamer  direads  of  politeness,  or  the  cobwebs 
of  fashion.  I  seek  solid,  substantial,  real  enjoy- 
ments, firee  from  care,  trouble,  and  anxiety ; 
where  good  will  takes  place  of  good  breeding, 
and  a  glass  of  old  wine,  with  a  pungent  jest  and 
a  hearty  laugh,  puts  down  all  ceremony,  and 
produces  what  I  call  true,  natural,  undisguised 
merriment  and  unadulterated  pleasure." 

"  Come,  come,  sir,"  said  I,  "  though  there  is 
some  wit  in  your  satire,  yet  I  fear  there  is  also  an 
over-proportion  of  egotism,  as  is  generally  the  case 
with  tljose  who  will  not  cede  the  smallest  portion 
of  their  own  convenience  for  the  benefit  of  society. 
One  of  the  most  captivating  qualifications  is,  the 
facility  with  which  some  men  sacrifice  their  per- 
sonal case  to  certain  social  duties  and  arrange- 
menu." 

"  All  sophistry  !  "  retorted  Cahlinan.  "  Men 
are  selfish  animals  in  every  sphere  of  life.  When 
self- gratification  cannot  be  indulged,  self-love 
oomes  to  its  relief.  Those  personal  sacrifices,  as 
you  are  pleased  to  name  them,  are  sprats  thrown 
out  to  catch  mackarel ;  and  obtain,  by  a  deceitful 
and  circuitous  method,  what  plain  dealing  cannot 
obtain.  Modesty  is  said  to  be  a  proof  of  merit ; 
but  how  oflen    do  we  see  the  affectation  of  it 


86 


AUTOBIOanAPHY    OF 


mistaken  for  the  thing  itself,  and  impudence  bear 
off  in  triumph  what  intrinsic  worth  has  strove  in 
vain  to  win.  All  our  social  arrangements  are 
defective,  but  none  so  horribly  batl  as  what  is 
called  liigii  society,  where  avarice,  inipietj',  indo- 
lence, pride,  vanity,  and  vain  glory  absorb  aU  the 
finer  feelings  of  the  soul,  and  steel  the  heart 
against  the  admission  of  honour,  virtue,  and 
generosity.  When  I  see  a  man,  who  has  neither 
virtue,  talents,  or  any  one  good  substantial 
tjuality  to  recommend  him,  raised  by  flattery, 
intrigues,  and  gold  to  the  heights  of  human 
greatness,  I  cannot  help  sneering  at  our  too 
much  vaunted  civilisation ;  and  would  sooner 
shake  hands  with  a  highway  robber,  who  nobly 
exposes  his  life  in  his  calling,  than  drink  the 
wines  and  eat  the  delicate  viands  of  a  base  repre- 
sentative of  the  folly,  ignorance,  and  inibecihty  of 
mankind." 

"  My  dear  Cahlinan,"  said  I,  "  all  your  geese 
£ire  swans :  you  always  choose  the  worst  side  of 
the  picture.  Since  we  must  admit  that  human 
nature  is  frail  and  liable  to  error,  even  under  the 
influence  of  the  purest  principles  and  the  best 
education,  why  fix  only  upon  ita  foibles  and 
defects?  The  good  side,  wlien  impartially  exa- 
mined, overbalances  the  bad.  You  must  seek 
out  the  noble  and  the  virtuous,  and  compare 
their  actions  with  those  of  the  opposite  descrip- 
tion, before  you  have  a  right  to  declaim  against 
aU.    1   believe,   with  you,   tliat  our  systems  of 
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civilisation  and  education  are  far  from  being  per- 
fect ;  but  we  are,  beyond  all  doubt,  greatly  re- 
moved from  barbarism,  and  improving  gradually. 
You  must  examine  deeper  before  you  decide." 

*' Barbarism  and  refinement,"  retorted  my  oppo- 
nent, "  I  am  sorry  to  say  are  so  very  nearly  allied 
that  tlieir  extremes  always  meet :  as,  in  maihe- 
matics,  the  point  from  which  I  start,  to  describe  a 
circle,  when  it  is  completed  becomes  the  point  of 
coDtad." 

But  my  readers  would  derive  little  amusement 
firom  a  detail  of  all  the  specious  arguments  and 
tedious  discussions  by  which  Calilinan  endea- 
voured to  uphold  the  justness  of  his  views  of 
society,  and  the  peculiar  mode  of  life  he  liad 
chosen  for  himself.  Opposition  only  confirmed 
him  in  these  absurdities ;  and  though  I  occasion- 
ally silenced  him  by  a  train  of  reasoning  which 
exposed  the  fallacy  of  his  opinions,  still  nothing 

^was  gained.     He  ceased  to  argue,   but  remained 
the 


"  He  that 's  convinced  aguinat  hiv  will 
Is  of  the  same  opinion  still," 


taiyn  Hudibras,  very  justly.  By  way  of  changing 
the  conversation,  I  adverted  to  my  excursion 
through  the  south-western  counties,  and  hinted 
that,  as  a  "  gentleman  at  large,"  he  should  be 
ray  companion.  The  proposal  appeared  to  de- 
light him  at  first,  for  I  really  believe  he  had  a 
•incere    regard    for    me ;    but   the  charms  and 
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blandishments  of  mine  hostess  and  her  pretty 
daughter  arose  to  his  recollection,  and  caused 
him  to  hesitate.  He  was  like  the  ass  between 
two  bundles  of  hay  ;  until,  friendship  gaining  the 
ascendancy  over  love,  lie  gave  orders  for  the 
immediate  preparation  of  his  baggage,  and  de- 
clared himself  ready  to  start  at  a  moment's 
warning. 

This  resolution  evidently  excited  no  less  sur- 
prise than  chagrin  in  the  breast  of  one,  at  least,  of 
die  fair  inhabitants  of  the  hotel. 

If  I  spoiled  the  young  lady's  hopes  of  obtaining 
a  rich  husband,  I  regret  it;  and  the  more  so,  be- 
cause Mr.  Cahlinan  did  not  end  his  career  very 
fortunately,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


I  CANNOT  leave  Cork,  die  capital  of  my  native 
province,  without  giving  my  readers  a  slight  sketch 
of  its  situation. 

It  covers  a  hill  and  a  portion  of  the  valley 
through  which  flows  the  beautiful  and  pellucid 
waters  of  the  Lee.  Above  the  towTi  the  scenery 
is  highly  picturesque,  where  the  river  breaks  over 
the  salmon  weirs,  and  where  its  banks  are  orna- 
mented with  villas,  gardens,  and  walks.  Below 
the  town,  similar  improvements — fine  country 
seats,  rich  pastures,  gardens,  orchards,  parks,  and 
pleasure-grounds,  again  attract  the  eye  on  either 
hand-  This  scene,  together  with  the  busy  tide  of 
commerce  on  the  surface  of  the  river,  keeps  the 
traveller  in  constant  admiration  until  he  arrives 
at  the  spot  where  the  river  expands  into  an  im- 
mense basin,  surrounded  and  sheltered  on  every 
side  by  hills,  called  the  Cove  of  Cork.  There  all 
the  fleets  of  Europe  might  lie  together  at  anchor, 
it  being,  perhaps,  the  most  commodious,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  the  safest  harbour  in  the  world. 

The  city  is  a  place  of  great  commerce,  its  port 
being  generally  well  filled  with  foreign  shipping, 
independent  of  the  coasters  and  vessels  from 
Great  Britain.     The  counties  of  Cork  and  Lime- 
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I  Ute  rirhel  pasturage  of  all  Irelai 
ihenoe  that  Ae  navj  of  Great 
IHiliw  bC  beef  aod  butter,  im 
cotlj  of  an  Jannwif  quandtjr  exported  frol 
B,  wWre   die  cattle  are  slai^ 
i  aked.     The  rhrcr  Lee  abounds  with 
roaad:  a  drcum^tance 
fcr  m  taarn.  olher  riTere  of 
onlj  from  March  to 
•rOnobcn 

Tkoagh,  as  I  have  just  obser^-ed,  the 
'  of  tkik  my  native  province  is 
jwC  agriculture  has  been  ma 
Iccted  bjr  nasoa  of  the  general  attention 
fclliaiiig,  lallli  rnrt  keeping  herds  of  cows  fc 
The  iCBoit  is,  dnt  the  lower  classes  are 
•a  pwme  bread,  and  rarelj  taste 
'  fine  oxen  are  slaughtered 
I  and  milk  is  tbeir  ortliDar 
ari  of  Aat  ihe^  hare  not  ahwajs  an  aband 
The  soatfaero  proTiDoes  may  be  said  to  b 
partotml,  but  the  plenty  and  felicity  snp| 
be  attacbed  to  that  sort  of  life,  I  am  sorry 
•  aot  to  be  faand  in  Iieland. 

C^hlinaB  and  myself  bade  adieu  to  d 
ptCaUe  city  of  Cork,  where  we  Imd  speul 
▼ety  happy  days,  with  regret.  The  only 
ance  I  experienced  during  my  re^dence  thi 
from  a  Terr  old  woman,  a  great-aunt  of 
who  insisted  upon  my  calling  upon  her 
day  at  least.     She  was  a  most  profound  g« 
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gist ;  and  at  these  visits  I  was  compelled  to 
with  sad  civiiitj,"  as  Pope  says,  and  listen 
numerous  anecdotes  of  her  father's  relations,  the 
mne  stock  from  which  my  mother  descended,  and 
whose  pedigree  she  loved  to  trace  to  the  kings  and 
potentates  of  the  south. 

Nothing  could  be  more  irksome  than  such  a 
diy  narration,  which,  however,  at  last  I  found 
means  to  avoid  in  some  measure,  by  arriving  ex- 
actly at  her  breakfasting  hour.  She  was  particular 
about  the  mode  of  serving  this  meal,  and  never 
felt  so  flattered  as  when  any  one  came  to  partake 
of  it.  Her  ideas  were  thus  directed  into  another 
channel,  and  confined  to  things  which  had  no  re- 
lation to  the  Herald's  College,  and  her  time-out-of- 
mind  chronicles  of  her  ancient  family.  First,  tJie 
coffee,  and  bread  and  fresh  cmcslip  butter,  as  yel- 
low as  gold,  were  put  upon  the  table ;  then  a  neat, 
well-dressed  housekeeper  prepared  the  tea,  and 
immediately  after  six  or  eight  eggs  were  brought 
in  on  a  plate,  just  warm  from  under  the  hens. 
Having  satisfied  herself  they  were  recently  laid 
by  feeling  them,  she  ordered  them  to  be  boiled  by 
a  watch,  and  they  were  presented  with  a  plate  of 
hot  toast.  On  their  appearance,  but  not  one  moment 
before,  the  tea  was  poured  forth ;  and  to  gratify 
me,  because  I  had  the  grace  to  remember  hav- 
ig  eaten  some  very  good  brown  bread  in  the 
juse  when  quite  a  boy,  some  slices  were  always 

?<i  at  my  side  on  a  small  silver  plate. 
This  was  the  routine  of  every  mom'mg  :  and  the 
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"  Cousin,  will  you  take  tea  or  coffee  ?  " 
I  answered,  "  tea,  if  you  please." 
"  Oh,"  said  he  (mimicking  my  Anglicised  pro- 
nunciation), "  Mr.  Macaroni,  from  London,  I 
perceive.  By  Jasus,  but  you've  forgotten  your  mo- 
ther's tongue.  What !  can't  you  say  lay,  as  a  man, 
and  not  tea,  like  a  little  boarding-school  miss?" 

I  replied  that  he  must  excuse  one  who  had  been 
so  many  years  out  of  Ireland ;  and  then,  to  con- 
vince him  I  had  not  entirely  forgotten  the  native 
Irish,  I  immediately  addressed  some  words  to  him 
in  the  language  he  knew  so  well. 

He  sprung  from  his  chair,  clasped  me  round 
tlie  neck,  and,  kissing  me  a  la  Fratifaise,  said,  — 
"  By  Jasus,  but  after  all  you're  a  true  son  of  Ire- 
land !  I  was  afraid  that  smooth  boy  ishaccent  of  yours 
miglit  bring  harm  upon  you  in  travelling,  if  you 
met  with  any  of  the  bands ;  but  I  see  there  is  no 
fear  of  you.  Only  cross  yourself,  and  spake  as  you 
did  just  now,  and  instead  of  hurting  they'll  go  to 
the  world's  end  for  you." 

Ever  afterwards,  knowing  his  foible,  I  endea- 
voured, before  him,  to  speak  as  broad  as  possible. 
He  was  a  truly  good  and  worthy  man,  fond  of  his 
tenants,  keeping  them  all  in  the  best  manner, 
paying  their  tithes,  assisting  the  poorer  ones,  and 
trying  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  those  under  his 
controul  from  joining  the  discontented.  But  he 
found  it  impossible  ;  he  was  accused  of  favouring 
them  too  much,  and  was  fired  at  twice  by  the 
Orangemen. 
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«  In  short,"  said  he,  "  I  know  no  lon| 
to  act.  My  tenants,  who  have  nothing 
plain  of,  take  part  with  those  who  have, 
involved  in  disputes  and  battles  without  ra; 
ledge,  and  for  which  I  am  blamed  as  bein, 
stigator.  We  have  a  dismal  prospect  b« 
Walter.  Take  care  of  yourself;  you  an 
into  that  part  of  the  country  where  the  bl 
in  great  force." 

«  Oh  I   never  fear,"  said  I,   "  I  shall 
them  in  their  own  tongue,  and  they  won' 
simple  traveller." 

"  True,"  he   replied;  "  I  believe,  in 
spect,  they   have  more  honour   than  tha 
have  been  sent  to  quell  them ;    but  you  wi 
danger  from  both." 

I    replied,    that    I    was    accustomed 
dangers  in  the  face;  and  I  was  determin 
hazards,  to  see  the  lakes  of  KiiJamey  fa 
quitted  Ireland  again. 

But  let  me  return  from  this  digressioi 
subject  of  our  journey.     As  the  post-cha 
us   rapidly  along,   I   called   the  attention 
companion  to  the  rich  and  widely  extended 
pcct  that  presented  itself  on  every  side.     T 
was  mild  and  serene;  a   thousand    wild 
intermixetl  with  the  grass,  shod  a  delicioi 
fume   through  the   air,   •'  the  breath   of 
and  her  endless  bloom." 
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"  Fair  handed  spring  unbosoms  every  grace. 
Throws  out  ibe  snow-drop  and  the  crocus  first; 
The  daisy,  primrose,  violet  darkly  blue, 
And  polyanthus  ofunnumber'd  dyes." 


The  herdsmen  sung  their  songs  in  concert  with 
soaring  lark ;  and  the  whole  scene  was  calcu- 
to  melt  the  hardest  heart  to  sympathise 
ith  external  nature.  Cahlinan  felt  its  mild  in- 
fluence steal  upon  him.  I  saw  the  smile  of  bene- 
volence spread  itself  over  his  features,  whicii  becanie 
relaxed  as  he  exclaimed,  — 

•*  How  beautiful !  how  enchanting  !"  Hu  called 
to  the  postilion  to  stop.  —  "  Let  us  feast  our  eyes 
awhile,  said  he,  "  with  the  charms  of  this  pros- 
pect.' 

On    the    right,    the    ground    rose    in    gentle 
undulations,  and    the   ascent   was    covered   with 
farm-houses,  cottages,  and  numerous  gardens  and 
orchards  in   full    blossom.     A    small  transparent 
Stream  murmured  over  its  pebbly  bed,  and,  after 
flowing  across   the  road,    meandered   through  a 
range  of  verdant  meadows,  extending  as  far  as  the_ 
eye  could  reach,  and  covered  witli  large  herds  of 
cattle.     The  summit  of  the  hill  was  adorned  with 
a  beautiful  country  seat,  sheltered  on  one  side  by 
a  wood,  while  the  park  and  lawn  extended  along 
the  declivity  on   the  other.     In   the  rear  of  the 
o>aasjon    rose    a    ruined     watch     tower,     over- 
shadowed by   two   enormous   oaks,    and  covered 
with  never-fading  ivy. 

The  whole  creation  appeared  to  participate  ia 
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our  enjoyment;  the  lowing  herds,  the  cawing 
roolu,  and  chattering  magpies  intermingled  iheir 
dittcordant  notes  with  those  of  various  singing 
birds ;  clianted  their  music  from  the  snowy  haw- 
lliurn  and  the  bright  yellow  bloBBomed  fiirze 
whicli  crowned  the  hedges. 

"  Tlie  black  bird  whistled  from  the  thorny  brake, 
Tbc  mellow  bullRncb  aniwer'd  from  the  grore; 
Nor  wi-re  the  linnets,  o'er  the  flowery  fane, 
I'our'J  out  profiwcly,  silent.    Join'd  to  the«e 
InnuinL-roua  songitcrs,  in  the  freshening  (bade 
or  nrw  sprung  kiivcit,  their  modulations  mixed 
Mellifluous.     The  jay,  the  rook,  the  daw, 
Anil  each  hurah  pipe,  discordant  heard  alone. 
Aid  the  lull  concert ;  while  the  stock-dove  breathes 
A  melancholy  murmur  through  the  whole." 

"  Bravo  !"  exclaimed  Cahlinan,  starting  from 
tlic  ecstasy  [into  which  tlie  beauties  of  this  en- 
cliaittod  spot  had  thrown  liim  ;  "  here  is  richness 
and  variety,  a  soul-entrancing  prospect,  such  as  I 
would  defy  the  much  vaunted  and  still  more 
southern  countries  of  the  vine  and  the  olive  to 
surpass." 

"  In  truth,"  said  I,  "  the  verdure  of  my  native 
land  has  a  freshness  and  luxuriance  the  whole  year 
round  which  I  have  never  seen  equalled  in  any 
other  part  of  the  globe." 

"  That's  the  reason,"  rejoined  Cahlinan,  "why 
it  has  been  styled  by  poets  the  Emerald  Isle ;  and 
the  bright,  lively,  and  beautiful  green  widi  which 
it  is  constantly  clothed  justly  entitles  it  to  the 
distinction." 
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Continuing  our  route  along  the  foot  of  tlie 
hill,  the  road  presently  branched  off  lo  dte  left 
through  an  immense  valley,  and  tlie  country  con- 
tinued flat  all  the  way  to  Limerick,  being  principally 
composed  of  such  ptistures  as  I  have  just  men- 
tioned. 

Limerick,  situate<l  on  the  deep  river  Shannon, 
possesses  great  facilities  for  commerce ;  but  its 
liarbour  is  inferior  to  that  of  Cork  ;  nor  is  the 
surrounding  country,  or  the  site  of  the  town,  in  the 
least  to  be  compared  to  it  in  point  of  picturesque 
beauty.  Tlie  waters  of  the  Shannon  are  sluggish 
and  discolouj'ed,  whilst  those  of  the  Lee  are  rapid 
and  glisten  like  molten  silver. 

We  staid  there  only  two  or  three  days,  and 
tlien  proceoded  to  my  estate,  with  which  Calilinan 
was  so  itnich  delighted  that  he  declared  he  would 
have  purchased  it  from  me  if  there  had  been  only 
a  well-aii}x>intcd  tavern  upon  it.  I  told  him 
he  might  establish  one  himself^  with  his  means 
nothing  was  easier. 

"  Oh,  no,"  he  replied,  "  that  would  retpiire 
time  and  trouble,  both  of  wliicli  I  am  not  disposed 
to  sacrifice,  and  therefore  like  every  thing  ready 
prepared  to  my  hand." 

After  leaving  ample  instructions  with  my  agent 
about  the  sale  of  my  property,  we  took  the  nearest 
road  to  the  lakes  of  Kerry,  only  stopping  once 
more  in  the  county  of  Limerick  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  an  old  abbey  almost  in  ruins  and 
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thickly  covered  with  ivy.  In  Ireland  this  plant  \i 
particularly  beautiful,  the  leaf  being  much  brce 
and  of  a  more  vivid  green  than  that  of  Engiani 
The  mouldering  walls,  and  the  bodies  of  the  aib 
and  elms  that  overshadowed  them,  wexe  covered 
with  it,  as  if  nature  strove  to  revive  what  the 
neglect  and  indifference  of  man  bad  stiffend  id 
fjdl  into  decay.  This  living  verdure,  joined  loio 
enormous  family  of  rooks,  that  hovered  shout 
the  building  and  the  trees  that  environed  it,  io 
some  degree  enlivened  the  solitary'  and  aioorofiil 
aisles  which  returned  a  s<.ilemn  echo  to  our  fott- 
steps  as  we  paced  slowly  through  them. 

"  Come,"  said  Cahlinan,  "  enough  of  this.  I 
am  no  romance  wTJter ;  let  us  retire  before  (W 
spirits  become  affected  by  the  sombre  nspeei  of 
these  gloomy  ruins.  For  my  part,  I  prefer  the 
more  lively  attractions  of  industry  and  impni?^ 
ment.  A  noble  piece  of  architecture,  snfftfing 
under  the  hand  of  time  and  mouldering  to  6eti^ 
only  inspires  me  with  a  more  intimate  seiwrf 
the  shortness  of  my  own  mortal  career,  and  tJ» 
vanity,  folly,  and  presumption  of  man.  Hii 
statues,  his  monuments,  his  pyramids,  tlir  man 
gigantic  works  of  art,  crumble  down  before  dK 
hand  of  time ;  but  those  of  the  great  Archittct 
of  the  universe  remain  for  ever,  uniniparcd  by  the 
shocks  of  conflicting  elements.  Yet  this  solflM 
trutli,  pointinl  out  to  man  by  the  finger  of  God  ID 
warn  him  of  his  vanity  and  perishable  nature,  it 
disregarded,  and   he  pushes  on   with   the  amot 
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ardour  as  if  he  and  hia  works  were  as  immortal 
and  indestructible  as  those  of  his  Creator.  ^ 

"  1  liave  made  tliis  remark  to  show  you  that  the 
mode  of  life  I  have  adopt ttl  is  purer  and  better 
than  you  imagine.  It  does  not  place  me  beyond 
the  sphere  of  cliaritable  and  benevolent  actions,  but 
it  prevents  me  from  employing  the  fortune  I 
possess  in  all  those  pompous  and  vain-glorious 
pursuits  which  generally  occupy  the  rich,  and 
exalt  their  names  at  the  expense  of  their  souls." 

On  c|uitling  Limerick,  the  country  became 
wilder  and  more  uncultivated,  and  the  pastures 
were  fewer  and  not  so  luxuriant.  Occasionally, 
the  landscape  presented  a  succession  of  fur^e- 
covered  heaths,  extensive  bogs,  and  vast  forests. 
It  occurred  to  me  that  one  of  the  latter,  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  which  the  post-boy  named  the 
Great  Forest,  might  be  that  where  Tom  Bryan 
first  look  shelter,  and  introduced  himself  to  the 
outlaws.  Cahlinan  had  lieard  so  much  about  the 
bands  and  highway  robbers,  he  could  not  sup- 
press his  uneasiness  whenever  we  came  to  any 
suspicious  looking  spot,  and  several  times  de- 
clared his  astonishment  that  such  a  professed 
traveller  and  sportsman  as  I  was  should  be  with- 
out fire-arras. 

However,  I  explained  to  him  tliat  I  had  left 
my  pistols  in  Dublin,  by  the  advice  of  my  friends, 
who  told  me  it  was  ridiculous  to  carry  them,  and 
tliat  they  might  be  the  cause  of  my  destruction. 

"  If,"  said  tliey,  "  you  are  attacked  by  a  band 
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of  a  dozen  fellows,  it  would  be  madnen  to  resisC 
tliem ;  and,  should  thej  find  anns  upon  your 
person,  they  will  immediately  suspect  you  to  be 
either  a  government  a^nt  or  a  policeman,  and 
will  murder  you.  Carr}'  as  little  money  as  pos- 
sible, and,  if  attacked  by  robbers,  give  up  quietly 
what  you  have  about  you." 

A  little  reflection  convinced  him  of  the  pro- 
priety of  their  counsel. 

We  were  now  passing  over  a  disagreeable  road 
along  the  borders  of  a  bog,  thinly  occupied  by 
houses,  which  were  universally  composed  of  mud 
walls,  antl  looked  very  wretched  and  uncomfort- 
able. Children,  entirely  naked,  or  covered  with 
only  a  few  rags,  were  crawling  about  and  playing 
before  the  doors:  altogether,  the  prospect  was 
dismal,  and  calculated  to  inspire  such  a  man  as 
Cahlinan  with  a  fit  of  the  blue  devils. 

Letting  down  one  of  the  front  windows,  I 
entered  into  conversation  with  the  driver,  who 
was  an  lioncst,  good-natured  fellow,  about  the 
roads,  and  the  danger  of  meeting  with  some  of 
the  marauders  who  roamed  about  lliis  part  of 
Irelainl  jrarlicularly.  "  Did  you  ever  hear  of 
Tim  Lawson  ?  "   I  asked. 

"  IJy  my  soul !  your  honour,"  said  he,  "  and 
who  has'nt  heard  of  Tim  ?  But  the  devil  has 
got  his  own  :  he  lias  been  dead  some  years  back  : 
he  was  shot  in  a  battle  with  the  county  cavalrj', 
but  not  until  he  had  killed  lialf  a  dozen  men  at 
least.     However,  your  honour,  there's  a  fellow, 
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not  a  grain  better  than  Tim,  now  heading  a  des- 
perate gang  on  the  borders  of  this  same  bog, 
where  the  soldiers  have  never  yet  dared  to  attack 
them.  His  name  is  Pat  Carey.  They  do  say, 
however,  that  he's  a  fellow  of  some  lionour  in  his 
dealings.  When  he  meets  with  a  traveller  who 
has  no  more  money  than  sufficient  to  pay  his 
way,  he  lets  him  off  for  nothing  at  all  at  all.  Be- 
sides, he's  a  southern  man  ;  and,  if  one  spakes  to 
him  in  his  mother  tongue,  why  he  becomes  as 
quiet  as  a  lamb,  your  honour.  By  my  sou!  !  and 
I  wouldn't  be  after  betting  a  handful  of  bad 
coppers  that  he  don't  cross  our  path  before  we 
get  to  the  station ;  for  it  grows  late,  and  he  has 
been  on  the  road  several  times  this  last  week." 

All  the  time  my  friend  Cahlinan  was  buried  in 
a  sullen  silence,  which  might  have  lasted  several 
hours  longer,  had  not  the  name  of  Pat  Carey 
pressed  upon  his  ear.  He  sat  upright,  stretched 
himself  out,  and  lent  an  attentive  ear  to  our  con- 
versation. 

As  we  rode  along,  I  sometimes  addressed  the 
postilion  in  a  few  words  of  native  Irish. 

"  By  my  soul,  sir,"  said  he,  "  when  I  first 
heard  you  spake,  I  thought  you  had  been  born  on 
the  other  side  the  water." 

"  No,  Dennis,  I  am  an  Irishman,  though  I  have 
been  travelling  abroad  for  many  years." 

"  Then,  long  life  and  success  to  your  honour, 

that  you  hav'n't  forgotten  your  mother's  tongue, 

like  one  half  of  our  big  nobs.     Wlien   they  get 
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KMUIrebmL  Tbey  Ve  like  Pe;  SiooMMd't 
ot^bT^jMw!  ihM  Kckf  ap  an  dwcnBehend^ 
ftr  fcar  die  nn  iharfrt  ate  it.  1  vrnddo^  be  m 
tbe  sfaoes  of  one  of  tliae  ipdpecH  far  aO  the 
in  Jen  liilii't  pt^Of  if  Pat  Carer 
to  get  a  kodd  offan.* 

•*  Whr,  vlnt  woold  I^  do  to  him  ?* 

"  Bt  nnr  so«il !  joor  hoooor,  bat  I  dunk  he'd 
be  after  '^''^'"g  him  alive,  to  make  a  dram- 
head  of  hk  hkle^  thai  he  mi^gfat  law  the  pkanare 
nthatmg  it  continBaUT." 

These  hat  obserratioas  brm^t  a  smile  of  good 
hnmoar  orer  Cahl  man's  features,  and  be  burst 
into  a  fit  of  laughing.  Then,  taming  to  me,  be 
said,  — 

"  Of  all  the  original  fellows  I  ever  heard  speak, 
I  give  roar  counirjmen  the  preference.  With 
what  a  humorous  grin  that  fellow  expressed 
himself,  and  never  laughed  until  he  saw  us 
laughing." 

It  was  a  calm  and  beautiful  evening:  we  could 
see  that  the  road,  after  running  for  about  another 
mile  along  the  edge  of  the  same  bog,  suddenly 
took  a  sharp  turn  over  a  sieop  hill  to  tlie  left,  the 
summit  of  which  appeared  covered  with  trees. 
Another  causeway,  that  also  seemed  to  issue  from 
a  forest  on  our  riglit  hand,  crossed  the  one  on 
which  we  were  travpliing  about  half  a  mile  a 
head  of  us.  Though  neither  horsemen  nor  car- 
riages were  in  sight,  a  faint  cloud  of  dust  suddenly 
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appeared  to  rise  from  tliis  road,  and  gradually 
became  larger  and  more  distinct.  Our  driver, 
after  looking  earnestly  in  that  direction  for  some 
seconds,  turned  to  us  and  said,  "  Don't  be  alarmed 
or  make  yourselves  uneasj',  your  honours  ;  but,  by 
Jasus !  I  suspect  there's  a  party  of  bad  ftllows 
yonder  —  Pat  Carey  himself,  perhaps,  or  some  of 
his  followers.  Now  listen,  gentlemen,  and  no 
harm  shall  come  to  either  of  you.  Give  me  all 
your  money,  except  the  value  of  a  few  shillings; 
and,  if  they  ask  you  for  any,  show  what  you've  got, 
and  say,  'There  it  is,  my  lads,  you're  welcome  to 
it;  but  'tis  all  we  have  to  pay  our  exjienses.'  If 
Pat  or  his  brother  be  with  them,  by  my  soul !  but 
they  '11  not  touch  a  sixpence  of  it.  Your  money 
I'll  hide  so  that,  if  they  were  to  search  for  a  month 
of  Sundays,  by  Jasus !  they'd  never  find  it." 

We  accordingly  put  the  principal  part  of  our 
cash,  which,  in  reality,  was  of  inconsiderable 
amount,  into  one  pocket  book,  which  he  concealed 
in  tlie  neighbouring  ditch.  By  the  time  all  was 
arranged,  we  distinctly  saw  a  mounted  party  ad- 
vancing towards  us  at  a  smart  trot,  lieaded  by  a 
broad  shouldered  fierce  looking  fellow,  whom  the 
driver  immediately  recognised  as  the  redoubtable 
Pat  himself.  Cahlinan,  who,  at  the  bare  mention 
of  the  outlaws,  had  exhibited  sj-mptoms  of  the 
utmost  trepidation,  now  sunk  back  in  his  seat, 
exclaiming  that  we  should  be  all  robbed  and 
murdered.  "  The  only  way  of  conducting  your- 
Beh'in  an  emergency  of  this  kind  is,  to  appear  per- 
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fectly  collected,  and  not  to  exhibit  any  syui 
of  alarm,"  said  I. 

He  took  the  hint,  and  endeavoured  to 
more  at  his  ease,  but  still  he  was  pale  as 
By  this  time  the  gang  had   haulted  at  a  litl 
tance  from  the  post  chaise,  and  called  to  ou^ 
to  stop,  who  immediately   reined   in   his 
Their  leader  then  ro<le  up,  and,  touching 
to  me,  said,  — 

"  Tell  me,  sir,  and  truly,  who  are  ya 
what's  your  business  into  this  part  of  Kerr 
you  come  on  your  own  account,  or  are 
public  officer  ?  have  you  any  arms,  and  h 
you  off  for  money  ?" 

To  t lie  last  of  these  questions  I  replied 
well  known  Irish  adage,  at  which  he  smiled, 
in  allusion  to  the  former  part  of  his  eaq 
added,  — 

"  My  honest  fellow,  my  name  is  Walter 
zon.  We  have  neither  pistols  nor  any  otlw 
of  weapon.  I  am  travelling  with  my  frien< 
Lakes  of  Killaniey,  merely  on  a  tour  of  pif 
and  I  give  you  my  honour  we  have  nothii^ 
Willi  the  government,  nor,  except  in  tlie 
good  fellowship,  with  any  one  else.  Hei^ 
the  money  we  possess." 

I  concluded  this  brief  harangue   with 
phrase  or  two  of  native  Irish,  and  he  rephei 

"  Long  life  to  you,  Mr.  Brabazon  !  I  li 
far  from  your  father's  wlien  I  was  a  boy. 
fear,  your  honour ;  by  Jasus  !  none  of  itt 
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would  touch  a  hair  of  your  head :  we  only  want 
to  lay  houkl  of  those  spies  and  government  rascals 
that  now  often  dress  like  private  gentlemen,  to 
chate  us ;  but,  by  Jasus  !  we  keep  a  close  look  out 
after  them." 

"  Come,  Pat,"  said  T,  not  a  little  reassured 
by  this  speech,  "  we  m  ust  not  part  thus ;  here, 
take  something  to  treat  your  comrades,  and  drink 
my  health." 

"  Stop  a  minute,  your  honour,"  said  lie,  "  let 
me  spake  to  the  boys  behind  me ; "  and  off  he  rode 
to  his  friends. 

"Give  him  ten  shillings,  at  least,"  said  Calrlinan, 
who  began  to  recover  from  his  fright ;  "  he's  an 
honest  sort  of  a  fellow  for  a  highwayman." 

The  driver,  winking  at  me,  said,  in  a  voice 
oud  enough  to  be  heard  by  these  gentlemen 
roblx-rs,  — 

"  If  they  like,  let  them  look  into  the  carriage 
and  under  the  cushions."  I  opened  the  door  and 
jumped  out;  vi'hich  the  band  no  sooner  perceived 
than  they  rotlc  «p  to  me. 

"  Come,  honest  Pat,"  said  I,  "  you  know  me, 
but  your  comrades  do  not.  Send  a  man  to  exa- 
mine the  carriage  and  see  that  what  1  have  told 
you  is  true." 

"  Why,  your  honour,"  said  he,  "  I  believe  you ; 
but,  to  satisfy  the  lads,  let  a  couple  of  them  look 
into  the  carriage."  By  this  time  Cahlinan  had 
also  jumped  out;  and  two  of  them,  one  at  each 
door,  turned  up  the  cushions,  felt  under  the  seats 
F  5 
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and  in  the  pockets,  and  then  came  back 
companions  ;  the  greater  part  of  whom 
mounted  and  stood  around  us. 

*'  Here,  Pat,"  I  said,  when  they  retired 
are  twenty  shillings  for  you  all  to  drink  nr 
I'm  son^  I  have  no  more  with  me,  but, 
tell  the  driver  where  to  meet  you,  I'll  i 
more  by  him,  as  I  am  known  and  have 
all  the  taverns  on  the  road." 

"  No,  no,  your  honour,"  said  Pat,  " 
consent  to  take  any  money  from  your  h 
all  at  all.  I  stopped  you  because  I  hav« 
scription  of  two  police  spies,  whom  we 
catch  and  make  an  example  of.  God 
you  !  We  know  that  you,  and  your  fatbe 
you,  were  always  kind  and  good  to  your 
Get  into  the  chaise,  your  honour ;  and 
us  keep  you  standing  in  the  road." 

He  then  jumped  on  his  horse,  his 
following  his  example,  and  in  a  minute  m 
were  on  their  way,  in  search  of  new  ad» 
We  reseated  ourselves,  and  our  honest 
handing  us  back  the  pocket-book  with 
satisfaction,  cracked  his  whip,  and  away 
not  a  little  overjoyed  to  have  escaped  so 
from  a  set  of  fellows  whose  very  looks, 
captain  Pat  himself,  would  condemn  theiil 
court  of  justice  in  the  kingdom.  Then 
was  indeed  a  figure  for  a  painter's  pen 
was  a  stout,  middle  sized,  well  built  man** 
fierce  and  determined,  but   open,  exprei 
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countenance  that  seemed  to  mark  a  character 
above  the  common  class.  His  dress  was  a  loose 
blue  frieze  surtout,  girt  round  him  with  a  belt,  in 
which  appeared  a  pair  of  horseman's  pistols,  and 
a  broad  cut  and  thrust  sword  hung  at  his  side. 
A  slouched  hat,  with  a  short  broken  pipe  stuck  in 
tlie  band,  was  fixed  knowingly  on  one  side  of  his 
head ;  and  he  sat  upon  a  little  smart  black  horse, 
full  of  fire  and  spirit.  His  saddle  was  of  the  old 
fashioned  make,  and  from  the  holsters  which  covered 
both  shoulders  of  his  horse  peeped  forth  the  butts 
of  another  pair  of  pistols.  Altogether  he  had  the 
noble  air  of  a  man  of  courage  and  quahty,  and 
in  feudal  times  might  have  passed  for  a  gallant 
cavalier. 

His  companions  were  all  ill  looking  fellows, 
most  of  them  badly  mounted,  with  hair  cloths  or 
straw  pads  instead  of  saddles. 

"The  devil  run  a  hunting  with  the  posse!" 
said  the  driver,  as  we  turned  into  the  road  to  the 
left.  "  Pat's  the  broth  of  a  good  fellow  himself; 
but  he's  got  some  of  these  new  out-of-the-way 
notions  of  liberty  into  his  sconce  which  have 
addled  his  brains ;  so  that  he  thinks  himself  a 
bigger  man  than  an  exciseman.  Then,  your 
honours,  those  comrades  of  his  are  all  out-laws, 
for  whom  the  devil  will  soon  cast  his  net,  and 
Pat  may  get  caught  with  the  rest:  he'd  better 
have  lived  with  old  Donnovan,  although  he  hated 
the  Catliolics,  than  turn  highway  robber;  for 
F  6 
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Uiey   Bay    tlie  young   colonel,   who  bat 
estates,  is  a  fine,  generous,  noble  gentle 

"  Oh  !  then  Pat  was  a  tenant  of  old  Doi 
said  I. 

"  To  be  sure  he  was,  your  honour,"  rej 
driver ;  "  and  lived  verj-  comfortably,  t 
and  his  father  were  taken  up  for  harbourin( 
and  villains.  In  making  their  escape  frofl 
policeman  shot  the  father;  Pat,  however,  pot 
and  then  raised  a  band  of  his  own.  But  noH 
your  honour,  these  fellows  don't  last  loi 
we  've  soldiers  quartered  in  all  the  villagei 
in  Kerry  is  the  only  place,  because  it  is> 
and  full  of  bogs,  tliat  it  would  be  di 
capture  tliem." 

During    this  conversation,     we    had   i 
considerably   towards  the  station,  and  in 
hour  more  found  ourselves  at  the  door  of 
little  inn,   much  better  than  I   expected 
found   in   such    an    uncultivated    district, 
magnificent  weeping  willows  hung   over 
pond  in   front,  and  at  the  back    was  an  < 
and  well  stocked  kitchen  garden.    On  ei| 
were  cherry  and  apple  trees  in  full  bloaa 
the  prospect  from  the  house  was  over  a  lal 
bordered  in  many  places  by  the  humhl 
tions  of  tlie  turf  cutters. 

"  Now,"  said   Cahlinan,  "  we  must 
one  meal  of  it,  for  I  feel  heartly  tired, 
repose.    Therefore,  let  us  have  oiu"  dinner] 
and  tea  all  at  once." 
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"  With  all  my  heart,"  I  replied  ;  "  but  I  would 
advise  you  to  take  tea  first,  and  then  supper  or 
dinner,  which  ever  you  please  to  call  it." 

One  meal  being  over,  and  another  about  to 
be  served,  we  rang  for  the  host.  "  In  the  first 
place,"  said  I  to  him,  "  pray  let  me  know  your 
name  ?" 

"  My  name,  your  honour,  for  want  of  a  better, 
is  Sam  Riley,  at  your  service." 

"  Well  then,  Mr.  Riley,  tell  us  truly,  are  your 
wines  good  ?  " 

"By  my  soul,  sir,"  repliec!  he,  "you  might 
as  well  ask  me  if  I  understood  the  dead  languages; 
for  I  never  tasted  a  drop  of  wine  in  all  my  life, 
and  know  no  more  about  the  quality  of  it  than  a 
cow  does  of  handling  a  musket :  if  your  honour 
had  only  asked  concerning  whisky,  our  native 
liquor,  why  it's  like  mother's  milk  to  my  palate, 
and  I  know  all  about  it.  But  won't  you  be  after 
tasting  the  wine  your  honour's  self?  for,  to  tell 
you  God's  truth,  I  'd  sooner  ate  for  a  dozen  than 
taste  for  any  man." 

"  You're  quite  right,  Mr.  Riley,"  said  Cahlinan  ; 
"so  give  us  a  bottle  of  port,  a  bottle  of  claret,  and 
by-and-by  a  jug  of  good  wliisky-punch." 

"  Your  honours  shall  be  served,"  said  he,  "  in 
less  than  no  time ;"  and  away  he  went.  In  a  few 
minutes  after  he  sent  us  the  wines,  both  of  which 
we  found  very  sound  and  good.  The  dinner  being 
ended,  we  began  to  talk  over  our  affair  with 
captain  Pat,  just  as  the  landlord  entered  with  the 
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jug  of  punch,  which  he  put  upon  di 
claiming,  — 

"  Here,  your  honours,  is  the  jug  of 
made  of  the  pure  stuff;  none  of  your  out 
mixtures,  your  honours  ;  there's  not  a  he| 
in  twenty  hogsheads  of  it." 

"  Thank  you,  thank  you, "  said  Ci 
**  but  come,  landlord,  tell  us  all  you  kno' 
tliis  desperate  fellow  who  stopped  us  just  aa 

"  By    Jasus  !   your  honour,"   said  he, 
know  no  good  of  him  ;  he  has  frightened 
women  and  children  in   the   neighbourhoo< 
tJieir  wits,  and  I  wish  the  devil   had  him 
gang  long  ago.     Tliose  dirty  rascals  are  i 
tlie  robbers  of  ancient  times,  your  honours 
instance,   the   famous  O'Sullivan,  who  fi 
the  road  near  the  Black  Forest :   he  was  a 
man,  and  as  fine,  handsome  a  looking  man 
stood  in  shoe-leather.     I  'vc  heard  my  ould 
fetlier  tell  some  curious  stories  of  him." 

"  Yes,"  said  Cahlinan,    "  but    still    he 
robber,    and  took  people's  property   from 
without  saying  '  by  j'our  leave.'  " 

"  No,  your  honour,  he'd  scorn  a  mean 
He  never  took  money  from  an  unfortunate 
or  one  who  could  not  afford    to  lose  it 
he  was  generous  to  the  poor,  and  often  gav< 
what  he  took  from  the  rich." 

"  Come,    landlord,"   said   I,   "  tell  us 
about  him,  and  we  shall  then  be  the  bette 
to  judge  of  his  merits." 
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"  True,"  observed  Cahlinan ;  "  so,  my  honest 
fellow,  sit  you  down ;  and,  as  you  never  drink 
wine,  here's  a  tumbler  of  punch  for  you  :  and  now 
give  us  your  story." 

After  drinking  our  healths  and  success  to  all 
our  undertakings,  mine  host  commenced  his  nar- 
rative as  follows  :  — 

"  Your  honours  must  know  that  O'SuUivan 
was  born  and  bred  a  gentleman,  but  in  his  youth 
was  too  fond  of  gaming  and  drinking,  and  at 
length  he  lost  so  much  money  he  was  put  to  his 
shifts  how  to  live.  In  all  his  games  and  riots  he 
bad  a  companion,  also  a  young  man  of  decent  family, 
who  never  quitted  him.  They  had  been  at 
Dublin  together,  where  they  played  high,  and 
were  fortunate  for  a  time.  With  a  part  of  their 
gains  tliey  bought  themselves  two  of  the  finest  and 
best  trained  hunters  they  could  meet  with.  Sul- 
livan's horse,  especially,  was  a  famous  one,  and 
cost  him  a  large  sum  of  money. 

"  One  day  his  friend  proposed  to  try  them  at 
the  hunt  of  a  rich  gentleman  who  lived  not  far  off, 
and  who  regularly  turned  out  a  stag  once  a  week. 
They  went  there  and  beat  the  wliole  field,  taking 
leaps  that  astonislied  every  body.  On  the  even- 
ing of  their  return,  some  knowing  ones  got  round 
them,  and  enticed  them  again  to  drink  and  pla 
high,  and  in  that  unlucky  night  they  lost  nearly 
all  the  large  sums  they  had  gained  previously. 
However,  the  young  man  observed  that  they 
played  foul,  and  communicated  the  intelligence  to 
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his  companion.  CSulliN-an  now  watclM 
rascals,  and  detected  them  liimself.  He 
diately  demanded  the  restitution  of  his 
This  being  refused,  a  quarrel  ensued,  t 
came  to  blows  ;  swords  were  drawn,  and  ( 
van  and  his  friend,  having  killed  three 
four  adversaries,  left  the  house  as  speedily 
sible.  Tliev-  hastened  to  their  lodjjings.  i 
what  money  they  had  there,  saddled  their 
horses,  and  hastily  quitted  Dublin.  Th 
hard  across  the  countrj-  all  night,  and  arf 
next  day  about  noon  at  the  Black  Forest 
ing  into  the  thickest  part  of  it,  they  tit 
horses  to  tlie  trees,  and,  placing  their  cioakl 
ground,  laid  themselves  quietly  down  and 
several  hours.  When  they  woke  it  w 
evening,  and  they  felt  chilled  and  hungry- 
livan  tlien  said  to  his  companion,  •  Here 
safe  out  of  the  way  of  the  police  for 
ment:  but,  as  it  maybe  our  ill  luck  to 
with  them  hereafter,  remember  I  solemnl; 
never  to  be  taken  alive.  I  '11  never  ffiv 
up  to  justice,  and  suft'er  an  O'Sullivan  to 
for  killing  such  villains  as  those  whom  we  d 
in  cheating  us.' 

"  *  I  am  ready  to  join   in  your  vow,'  i 
friend ;  •  but  come,  let  us  tarry  here  no 
but  endeavour  to  get  something  to  eat.* 

"  0'Sul]i\-an  then  drew  his  sword,  and 
his  companion  kissed  the  hilt  as  they  swore 
rible  oath  to  fight  and  fall  together ;  or. 
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escaped,  to  live  in  the  forest  and  on  the  highway ; 
for,  knowing  they  would  be  outlawed,  they  re- 
solved to  make  the  best  of  a  bad  bargain. 

"  After  this  solemn  proceeding  they  mounted 
and  rode  in  search  of  some  place  where  they  might 
procure  food  and  shelter  for  their  horses  and 
themselves.  Just  on  the  edge  of  the  forest  was  a 
neat  looking  hut,  where  lived  a  widow  with  her 
son,  her  two  chiughters,  and  a  boy,  wlio  obtained 
a  living  by  making  baskets,  and  selling  ihem 
at  the  neighbouring  village.  These  poor  people 
had  a  couple  of  cows  and  a  horse,  and  managed 
to  keep  themselves  just  above  want,  but  nothing 
more ;  whatever  they  had  to  spare  of  their  fresh 
eggs,  milk,  and  butter,  they  used  likewise  to  sell 
at  the  village. 

"  On  seeing  two  gentlemen  armed  and  mounted 
stop  before  their  door,  they  were  frightened  half 
out  of  their  wits;  but  O'SuUivan  jumped  from  his 
horse,  and  addressed  the  old  woman,  telling  her 
they  only  wanted  what  food  she  could  spare  tliem, 
with  a  little  corn  for  their  horses,  for  all  which  he 
would  pay  her  handsomely.  Being  an  avaricious 
old  body,  as  your  honours  will  learn  hereafter, 
she  lent  a  ready  ear  to  the  promises  of  money, 
and,  when  the  stranger  showed  her  sonje  gold,  she 
stared  her  eyes  almost  out  of  their  sockets,  the 
old  hag  !  so  much  was  she  delighted  with  the  sight 
of  it.  I  must,  however,  tell  your  honours  she  was 
the  only  bad-natured  body  of  the  family,  for  the 
son  was  a  good,  honest,  open-hearted  fellow  ;  and 
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the  two  girls  were  as  sweet  as  love  and  j 
make  them.     The  boy  also  was  a  good 
he  was  a  poor  orpliaii,  whom  the  ould  1 
hould  of  by  hook  or  by  crook  ;  and  he  ft 
of  her,  and  everj-    thing  she  told  him 
like  the  holy  commandments  upon  him, 

"  The  old  woman  seemed  quite  conteil 
ceive  O' Sullivan  and  his  companion 
them  plenty  of  fresh  butter,  milk,  and 
fine  potatoes,  and  clean  rush  beds  to  dl 
Their  horses,  too,  were  well  fed  ;  and  til 
his  comrade  stood  gaping  like  fools  at 
in  all  tlieir  bom  days  they  had  never  t  _ 
pair  of  fine  cattle  before.  ^^M 

"  Wien  he  came   into    the    hoiis^^ 
asked  if  he  had  fed  them  well  ?   '  By 
lionour,'  said  he,  '  but  I'd   sooner    staC 
than  let  two  such  noble  beasts  as  thoae 
their  suppers.' 

"  •  Then,'  said  O'Snllivan,  '  you're 
fellow,  I  ne^'er  knew  an  honest  man  I 
love  horses,' 

"  As  they  all  sat  talking  and  laughinj 
the  old  woman  put  many  a  sly  question, 
and  they  saw  that  the  cunning  old 
not  be  asy  until  she  found  out  who  tbeJf^ 
all  about  them. 

"  '  Listen  to  me,  you  ould  devil,'  sau 
van  at  last,  with  a  voice  that  made  her 
'  I  see  you  are  as  full  of  curiosity  as  aai 
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meat,  and  I  am  going  to  satisfy  it :  but  remember 
■what  I  tell  you  and  your  family  is  a  secret; 
whoever  should  be  bold  enough  to  divulge  it 
shall  die  the  death  of  a  dog.' 

"  This  he  repeated  with  a  thundering  voice 
that  made  them  all  shake  in  their  brogues,  and 
turn  as  pale  as  ashes.  He  concluded  his  story  by 
saying  they  meant  to  inhabit  the  forest,  and  should 
often  come  to  sleep  at  the  cottage,  always  paying 
handsomely. 

"  •  Should  any  enquiries  be  made,'  observed 
O'Sullivan,  'say  we  arehunterswholive  in  the  forest, 
and  that  is  all  you  know  about  us ;  luid  now,  down 
on  your  marrow  bones,  all  of  you,  and  swear  by 
the  cross  you  will  never  betray  us.  On  hearing 
tliese  words  the  old  woman  and  her  family  fell 
upon  their  knees,  and  swore  by  all  that  was  holy  and 
sacred  never  to  inform  against  them.  They  passed 
a  pleasant  night,  and,  the  next  morning,  after  a 
hearty  breakfast,  rode  off  into  the  forest  at  an 
easy  trot,  marking  their  way  by  particular  trees 
and  bushes,  and  the  rising  of  the  sun,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  find  the  road  back  ;  for  the  forest  was  thick 
and  gloomy,  which  is  the  reason,  yonr  honours, 
why  it  is  called  the  Black  Forest. 

"  After  journeying  for  about  a  couple  of  hours, 
they  came  to  a  small  acclivity  covered  with  moss, 
where  the  trees  grew  thinner,  and  there  was  very 
little  underwood,  except  just  at  the  rise  of  the 
hill.     The  gromid,  too,   looked  soft  and  sounded 
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boUow  beneath  their  horses'  hoofs.  0*5 
loddenly  reined  up  his  horse  and  said  to  li 
rade, — 

"  '  Here  is  a  nice  spot  to  construct  a  i 
bouse  imder  ground  to  retire  to  when  we  I 
pushed  ;  an<l,  as  it  is  not  far  from  tlte  coti 
fthall  be  able  to  procure  provisions  easily.*' 

"  *  A  good  thought  enough,'  said  his 
'  but  how  are  we  to  manage  to  get  out; 
must  be  large  enough  to  keep  our  horsci 
as  ourselves,' 

"  '  Let  me  alone  for  that,'  replied  Ci 
'  I  see  the  old  woman's  son  is  an  lionet 
whom  I  can  trust;  we'll  pay  him  well,! 
will  buy  spades,  shovels,  and  whatever 
necessar}',  and  also  assist  us  in  the  wori 
devil 's  in  it,  it,  in  the  course  of  a  rooi 
can't  make  ourselves  a  house  large  enol 
hollowing  out  the  side  of  this  hill,  which,] 
is  soft  and  asy-  Besides,  my  friend,  my 
decided :  in  future  I  am  a  highwayman 
money  will  soon  be  expended,  but  I  shal 
want.  I  shall  only  rob  the  rich  and  tin 
hearted;  and,  to  make  up  my  aceoa 
Heaven,  I  '11  do  all  the  good  I  can,  and 
the  poor  and  the  wretche<l.' 

*' '  A  noble  decision  ! '  exclaimed  his 
'  Here 's  the  right  hand  of  one  who  knows  : 
and  who  will  never  flinch  from  any  sche 
shall  propose.' 

"  O'SuIlivan  gave  him  a  friendly  shal 
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said,  '  Enough  !  tiie  business  is  settled.  Now 
let  us  ride  back ;  this  night  I  '11  speak  to  the 
son,  and  to-morrow  I  '11  send  him  ofl'  to  purchase 
our  implements.' 

•'  On  the  way  said  O'Siillivan,  '  When  we 
begin  to  rob,  we  must  never  touch  any  body  on 
this  side  of  the  forest ;  the  scene  of  our  operutions 
must  be  at  the  upper  end,  that  joins  the  Dublin 
hirrh   road :   there   we   shall   meet  travellers  who 

o 

have  something  worth  taking.  Whenever  we  are 
pursued,  let  us  push  into  the  middle  of  the  forest; 
here,  I  know,  few  will  have  the  courage  to  seek 
us,  thinking  we  belong  to  a  gang  who  are  dis- 
persed through  it,  and  ready  to  shoot  them  from 
behind  every  tree.' 

"  Talking  over  their  schemes  for  tlie  future, 
they  arrived  in  the  afternoon  at  the  hut;  and 
the  old  woman,  who  expected  them,  had  a  good 
dinner  ready,  and  they  ate  and  drank,  and  laughed 
and  joked  with  the  girls,  and  were  as  happy  as 
princes.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  O'Suilivan 
took  an  opportunity  of  talking  with  the  son  apart, 
and  he  agreed  to  assist  him,  and  to  do  exactly  as 
he  should  be  directed. 

"  They  lived  several  months  in  this  manner, 
except  that  they  occasionally  took  victuals  with 
them  into  the  forest,  where  they  sometimes  re- 
mained three  or  four  days  at  a  time,  working  at 
their  cave,  with  the  assistance  of  the  old  wo- 
man's son.  At  last  tliey  finished  it,  so  as  to 
make  a  comfortable  dwelling-    The  door  was  over- 


riiadowed  by  some  thick  hazk  bush«S| 
covered  all  over  witli  sotb  and  moM, 
pot&ible   to  distinguish   it   from  the  n»turu 
that  clothed   the  side  of  the  hill.    By 
the   boy,  who  was  always  sent  wiili  ibe  • 
man's  horse  to  sell  her  butter  and  egp 
village,  they  now  and  then  procured 
various  other  necessaries. 

*'  Before  the  cave  was  well  finished,  CS 
proposed  to  his  friend  tiiat  they  should 
luck  lor  a  day  or  two  on  the  Dublin  sid 
forest. 

"  '  But  stay  you  here,'  said  he  ;  '  let 
myself  for  the  first  trial ;  and,  afterwards,): 
make  all  our  expetlitions  in  company.' 

"  Knowing  his  companion's  fierce 
tient  temper,  the  young  man  assented  to 
posal ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  about 
fourteen  hours,  the  robber  returned  wi 
booty,  out  of  which  he  made  the  old 
handsome  present,  and  all  went  on  as 
possible.  The  two  girls  lovetl  the  y 
dearly,  considering  them  as  their  future  fa 
for  O'SuUivan  and  his  friend  botli  swora 
desert  them  as  long  as  they  lived. 

It  was  now  upwards  of  a  year  that 
resided  in  the  forest  in  perfect  securil 
suddenly  the  old  woman's  son  brought  iul 
from  the  village  that  the  justice  of  peace 
sheriff  both  received  orders  to  keep  a 
out   for   two  men   exactly  of  their 
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But  O'Sullivan  laughed  at  their  attempts ;  care- 
lessly observing,  that  they  might  look  out  or  not, 
*  for  ail  the  constables  in  the  county  couldn't 
take  him  alive.' 

'*  However,  he  was  in  greater  danger  than  he 
imagined.     The  old  hag  of  a  motlicr,  whom  the 
devil,  and  the  hopes  of  making  her  fortune,  began 
to  work  upon,  having  overheard  her  son  tell  her 
guests  that  a  large  sum  of  monej*  was  offered  for 
their  heads,   the   malicious  witch  determined   to 
betray  them  the  first  good  opportunity.     For  this 
purpose,  the  next  time  slie  had  eggs  and  butter 
to  sell  she  mounted  the  old  mare  and  rode   ofif 
to  die  village  by  herself,  a  diing  she  never  did  in 
her  life  before.     Tlie  girts,  suspecting  her  of  no 
good  designs,  warned  their  sweethearts  to  be  on 
their  guard.    By  the  assistance  of  tlie  old  woman's 
son,  they  had   their  cave  nicely  fitted  up  with  a 
couple  of  good   beds  and  bedsteads,   a   table  or 
two,    a    couple   of    benches    and   chairs,    besides 
having  purchased,   by  little  and  little,  a  stock  of 
salt   meat,  a  couple   of  cows  that  were  pastured 
in  the  forest,  and  also  a  great  many  things  for 
the  kitchen  and  dairy. 

"  Seeing  it  began  to  grow  late,  and  the  old 
womaa  had  not  yet  returned  from  the  village, 
the  two  robbers  thought  it  prudent  to  sleep  in 
the  forest  that  night,  making  the  girls  promise  to 
watch  their  mother  strictly,  and  try  if  they  could 
find  out  what  she  was  at.  In  the  mean  time  the 
old  devil  had  been  to  the  justice  of  peace.     Being 
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an  artful  body,  she  only  told  him  that 
people  had  once  stopped,  and  ate  and  d 
her  house ;  observing,  as  they  departed, 
should  probably  visit  her  on  tlieir  returoi 
me,  your  honour,  what  will  you  give 
contrive,  the  next  time  they  come,  to 
honour  know  of  it,  so  lliat  you  may  take 

"  ♦  If,'  said  tlie  justice,  •  you  can  giv« 
information  as  will  enable  us  to  take  thi 
here  's  the  rewaid  stated  in  the  procli 
the  governmenu  Then,  taking  up  a  p 
read  to  her,  that  the  value  of  jt2l 
offered  for  both,  or  jfe^IOOO  for  lak 
of  tliem,  dead  or  alive.' 

"  At   ilie  mention  of  such  an  enortn 
the  miserly  old   hag  was   so   tickled, 
hardly  conceal  her  joy. 

"  '  Very  good,  your  honour,'  said  sh 

your  honour  must  say  nothing  about  the 

to  any  one :  leave  all  to  me ;  and  llie  n 

tljey  come,  if  you  will  only  keep  ready 

eight  horsemen,  well  armed,  I  '1!  enabk 

pounce   upon  and  catch    them,      liut  h( 

honour,  shall  1  be  sure  of  getting  my  re^ 

"  '  Oh  I    nothing  easier,'    he  replied : 

well  as  every  sheriff'  and  justice  in  the  ti 

ties,  am  autliorised  to  pay  the  money  u 

former  the  moment  they  ai-e  taken.     Hi 

few  sJiillJngs  for  you,  by  way  of  earnest; 

a  look  out,  and  when  you  think  there' 
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chance  of  taking  them,  send  word,  and  leave  tlie 
resl  to  me.' 

"  She  got  home  just  about  dusk,  and  seemed 
in  a  very  good  humour,  having  brought  with  her 
a  large  stock  of  things  to  treat  the  '  kind  gentle- 
men,' as  she  said ;  for  slie  had  sold  her  eggs  that 
day  at  a  higher  price  than  tlie  boy  ever  got  for 
them,  and  would,  in  future,  always  go  to  market 
herself.  '  But  where  are  the  lads  from  the  forest, 
girls?'  said  she.  'I  have  brought  home  some 
bread  for  them  to  eat  with  our  fresh  butter.' 

"  Tlie  daughter  replied,  that  O'.Sullivan  and 
his  friend  seemed  vexed  at  something  or  oilier, 
they  could  not  tell  what ;  and  had  declared  their 
resolution  not  to  sleep  there  again,  but  to  visit 
them  occasionally  in  the  day-time.  Their  be- 
trayer appeared  thunderstruck  at  this  news,  and 
exclaimed, — 

"  '  God  forbid  we  should  do  any  thing  to  (hs- 
please  them  !  for  they  are  generous,  good  young 
men.' 

"  This  determination  of  the  outlaws  knocked 
up  her  original  scheme  altogether ;  which  was,  to 
desire  the  horsemen  to  come  out  at  niglu,  and 
take  them  whilst  they  were  asleep.  However, 
malice,  and  ihe  love  of  gold,  rankled  in  her  heart, 
and  she  tliought  to  herself,  '  I  shall  find  another 
chance  before  long  ;  and  if  we  can't  take  them  by 
night,  why  we'll  do  it  by  day.'  Accordingly, 
when  O'Sullivan  and  his  friend  came  from  the 
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forest,  sbe  was  kinder  to  them  tlian  even 
asked  her,  wltat  she  had  heard  at  dte  vil) 
if  any  one  spoke  to  her  about  iliem  ? 

"  *  Lord  bless  your  tionours  I'  said 
would  speak  to  a  poor,  miserable  ouk 
like  me  ?  My  boy  sells  my  eggs  too  cb 
went  mj'self,  and  got  a  belter  price  for 

"  Ten  or  twelve  dors   (lassed    off 
still  the  two  robbers,  during  all  that 
once   slept  at  the  cottage,  which  vex«l 
woman  exceedingly.     Besides,  slie  rem 
each  of  them  always  carried  a  braa^flfl 
his  belt,  ui  addition  to  those  whidMM 
holsters.       However,    they    were   preU; 
about  coming  to  their  meals :  this,  sh< 
would  serve  her  purpose,  and  she  deti 
let    the  justice  of  peace   know  the  ho' 
visits   to  the  cottage  the  next  time  sin 
market.     She  was  annoyed,  also,   at 
they  appeared  restless  and  uneasy, 
the  alert,  whilst  they  were  witJi   her. 
and   the  l>oy  were  very  fond  of  O'.Sul 
he  had  promised  the  former,  when  th( 
finished,   to    ^ive  him  money  enough  1 
expenses  of  his  wedding  with  a  poor  gi 
cutter's  daughter,  witli  whom  he  was  in 
whom    liis   mother  always    prevented 
marrying,  because  she  had  nothing  at 
not  even  a  cow  or  a  horse.     Although  I 
companion  had  assisted  in  building  and 
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the  cave,  they  never  told  their  mother  and  sisters 
a  word  of  what  they  had  been  doing.  They  pre- 
tended they  had  been  at  work  in  the  neighbour- 
hood; and,  as  O'Sullivan  gave  tliein  plenty  of 
money,  they  used  to  bring  tlie  old  woman  the 
accustometl  portion  of  tJieir  earnings.  Now  it 
was  agreed  between  the  two  robbers,  that  when- 
ever they  were  at  the  cottage  their  horses  should 
remain  saddled,  ready  to  be  off  at  a  inonieut's 
warning ;  and  tlie  boy  was  to  keep  watch,  and, 
should  he  see  any  one  coniitig,  lie  was  to  give 
them  notice  by  a  particular  sign.  However,  as 
long  as  the  old  woman  staid  at  home,  lhf>y  did 
not  feel  afraid ;  but  O'Sullivan  swore,  and  told 
the  girls  of  his  determination,  that  the  first  time 
she  went  again  to  the  village  he  would  take  them, 
the  cows,  the  horse,  and  every  thing  he  could 
collect,  into  the  forest.  '  Tliere,'  said  he,  '  you 
shall  live  with  nie,  in  plenty  and  safety.  Should 
your  mother  not  prove  treacherous,  when  she 
comes  back  I  '11  bring  her  to  you  ;  but  if  she  has 
informefl  against  us,  then  you  shall  never  st>e  her 
more.  I  '11  kill  her,  and  burn  her  house  about 
her  head.' 

"  The  poor  girls  cried  bitterly  at  hearing  his 
threats  about  their  old  mother :  but  what  could 
they  do?  Twice  or  thrice,  when  the  old  bel- 
dame wanted  to  go  to  the  village,  they  talked 
her  over,  and  prevented  her  from  putting  her 
design  into  execution. 
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"  Six  weeks  passed  away  m  this  mai 
she  began  to  think  again  of  the  jus 
peace,  and  his  large  promises ;  and 
getting  into  her  head,  pushed  her  on 
ruin.  In  spite  of  all  die  girls  could 
she  resolved  to  go  to  the  village. 


Atl    IRISH    TRAVELLER. 


125 


CHAPTER  V. 


•'  The  love  of  gold,  your  lionours,"  observed  oui 
host,  "  is  as  bad,  tliey  say,  as  the  love  of  whisky ; 
for  both  get  into  the  head,  and  bewilder  the 
brains.  I  don't  pretend  to  say  that  O'Suliivan 
was  not  a  wicked  man  in  some  respects ;  but,  as 
he  had  never  done  any  thing  but  good  to  the  old 
woman  and  Uer  family,  and  was  to  be  her  son-in- 
law,  she  was  an  ungrateful  body,  and  brought 
down  ill  luck  upon  herself.  But,  to  go  on  with 
my  story.  One  morning,  bright  and  early,  before 
the  girls  were  awake,  and  no  one  except  the  boy 
was  moving  about  the  hut,  —  and  he  was  always 
in  bodily  fear  when  the  old  witch  happened  to  rise 
before  him,  —  he  heard  somebody  whispering  on 
the  outside,  near  the  window.  Creeping  cau- 
tiously to  the  casement,  he  saw  the  old  devil 
talking  to  a  man,  who  looked  very  like  a  con- 
stable. 

"  They  spoke  in  so  low  a  tone  of  voice,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  gather  the  precise  meaning  of 
their  conversation.  However,  by  lying  down 
upon  the  ground,  antl  placing  his  ear  close  to  the 
aperture  at  the  bottom  of  the  door,  he  managed 
to  hear  a  broken  sentence  or  two,  whicli  con- 
vinced him  that  mischief  was  afoot. 
c  3 
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••  •  Hush  !*  said   the  old  woman,  '  don't 
to  loud.' —  '  I  understand  they  sleeji  in  tin 
—  In  two   hours   more  I  HI  come  to  his 
Be  off  speedily!' 

"  The  lad  no  sooner  heard  these  won 
stealing  slyly  away  to  his  bed,  he  began 
Tery  loud ;  and  lucky  it  was  that  he  dii 
the  old  woman  came  in  the  very  next 
She  made  no  noise  whatever,  but,  app 
the  betl,  began  to  shake  him  by  the 
At  first  he  pretended  to  bo  fast  asleep,  bi 
his  eyes  after  a  while,  when  she  said 
softly.  *  What  a  lazy  dog  you  are !  d< 
know  you  were  to  go  lo  the  furze  brake 
light  ?  Come,  be  quick,  or  I  shall  be  aft^ 
you  a  good  drubbing.' 

"  Tlie  lad  jumped  up,  trembling  in 
and  was  dressed  in  a  minute;  for,  al 
stout  fellow  of  eighteen  or  twenty,  he 
in  salutary  dread  of  the  old  woman's  bla 
stick.  WTien  he  was  dresswl,  and  about 
off,  she  said,  '  I  sfiall  go  milk  the  cows,  i 
I  have  an  errand  to  do  at  the  village  ,•  s 
girls  ask  about  me,  tell  them  where  I  'i 
I  shall  be  home  before  night.  But,  mifl 
are  not  to  tell  O'Sullivan  :  and  if  you  do, 
the  death  of  you  ! ' 

"  The  boy  went  off,  bur  not  to  the  fur« 
He   made  his  way  as  fast  as  jxjssible  i 
forest,  and  informed  his  friends  what  he  hs 
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heard,  and  also  wlial  the  old  woman  said  to  him 
on  parting. 

"  '  You  're  an  honest  fellow,'  said  O'SuUivan, 
*  and  I  'II  make  your  fortune.  Come,  now 's  our 
time,  my  friend,'  he  added,  addressing  his  asso- 
ciate: '  whilst  the  old  woman  is  gone,  we  will  take 
the  girls  off  to  our  cave ;  and  as  for  the  malicious 
old  fipnd  of  a  mother,  I  '11  put  her  out  of  the 
way  of  harming  any  one  in  future.  She  has  not 
many  hours  to  live.' 

"  Tliey  now  hastened  to  the  cottage,  and,  ad- 
dressing the  girls,  he  said,  '  I  want  no  farther 
proof  of  your  mother's  baseness  and  trejichery:  so 
be  quick ;  give  us  what  you  have  to  eat,  and  then 
pack  up  your  shreds,  and  be  off  witli  us  to  the 
forest,  where  we  have  every  thing  coniforlably 
prepared  for  you.'  One  of  them  began  to  cry, 
and  beg  him  to  wait  until  the  old  woman  re- 
turned ;  bu  t  he  told  her  to  cease  her  lamentations, 
unless  she  wished  to  remain  and  be  murdered; 
'  for,'  said  he,  '  your  old  worthless  mother  is  gone 
to  inform  against  me;  and  I  am  determined  to 
blow  up  this  hut,  and  her,  and  all  her  friends, 
into  the  air.' 

"  Tliey  were  so  frightened  at  hearing  this,  that 
they  hastened  to  be  off  as  fast  as  possible.  The 
son  and  the  boy  had  been  despatched  beforehand 
with  the  cows;  and,  as  the  forest  was  close  by, 
they  made  them  fast  to  the  trees,  and  returned 
speedily  to  take  whatever  things  they  wished  to 
G  4 
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carry  away.  Tl»is  tliey  had  done  »  qoick) 
thev  were  back  again  just  as  die  two  robbi 
mounted  tiie  girls  behind  them;  On 
where  the  cowb  had  been  tied,  they 
inount<.>d  :  then,  turning  to  hia  friend,  C^S 
said, — 

"  '  You  know  tlie  road  to  our  cave, 
lead  these  young  women  to  it :    I  must  t 
for  their  brother.      Besides,  I  have  some 
do  ere  I  can  join  you  ;  so  don't  expect 
the  afternoon,  or  perhaps  not  until  night.* 

"  He  had  settled  how  he  should  proceei 
he  left  the  forest  that  morning,  and  had 
witli  hitn  a  goofl  stock  of  gunpowder,  ai 
tarred  paper,  rosin,  and  flax.  Wien  the 
the  boy  came  back,  he  told  the  former  i 
his  baggage,  which  was  not  much,  upon  t 
and  to  lead  them  to  their  retreat;  but 
the  boy  with  him. 

"  Having  now  despatched  them  all,  1 
the  boy  jump  up  behind  him,  and  off  he 
the  cottage,  and  commenced  his  operat 
making  a  hole  tlirough  the  eaves  of  the 
into  a  kind  of  garret,  or  platform  of  loose 
where  the  two  boys  used  to  sk-ep.  ThrtM 
aperture  was  laid  a  train  of  gunpowder, 
to  some  combustibles  placed  exactly  in  the 
of  a  large  heap  of  oaten  straw  and  furzd| 
had  been  previously  deposited  there ;  with 
long  match  communicated  from  the  outsick 
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the  eaves,  so  that  the  boy  could  set  fire  to  it  from 
below  with  a  lighted  stick.  Ho  then  placed 
another  train,  which  led  into  the  centre  of  the 
hut,  which  he  also  filled  with  straw,  furze,  8tc. 
Then,  carefully  fastening  the  windows,  and  lock- 
ing the  door,  he  took  the  boy  up  behind  him, 
and  rode  back  to  the  cave,  where  he  arrived  about 
8un-down.  Here  he  found  all  his  friends  as- 
sembled, and  much  better  provided  for  than  ever 
they  were  before. 

"  He  now  communicated  to  his  comrade  the 
manner  in  which  he  intended  to  proceed. 

"  '  About  midnight,'  said  lie,  '  we  will  start 
off,  each  armed  with  two  brace  of  pistols  and  our 
cutlasses,  taking  the  two  boys  with  us.  When 
we  get  to  the  higli  blackthorn  iiedge,  at  tiie  back 
of  the  house,  we  must  all  hide  except  the  boy, 
who  will  go  with  his  match  ready  lighted  to  the 
house,  and  wait  there  until  our  enemies  approach. 
The  moment  he  sees  more  than  two  men  together 
in  the  road,  on  horseback,  he  will  set  fire  to  the 
hut,  and  hasten  away  with  his  companion  to 
hide  himself.  At  tlie  sight  of  the  flames  tiie  po- 
lice fellows  will  ride  up  the  faster ;  let  us  then 
leap  the  hedge  and  make  for  the  hut  also,  only 
keeping  behind  it  until  they  get  near  enough  to 
allow  of  our  charging  them.  This  we  must  do 
like  lightning,  firing  our  pistols,  and  afterwards 
plying  them  with  our  cutlasses  ;  then,  if  one  mo- 
ther's son  of  them  escapes,  say  O'SuUivan's  a 
babv ! ' 
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« His  friend,  wlio  was  ako  as  brave 
felt  dplighietl  with  the  plan,  and  pr 
him  with  all  his  force. 

"O'SiiIlivan  then  instructed  the  son  and 
to  hide  themselves  until  the  hut  was  bun 
then  to  come  forwards,  and  begin  to  crv  i 
loud  lamentations,  siiying  they  went  oi 
morning  to  work,  and  left  their  sisters  as! 
they  now  feare<l  they  were  burnt.  •  P( 
policemen  will  seize  and  examine  vou,  i 
fear  ;  acknowledge  that  we  came  someti 
house,  and  asked  for  food  for  ourselves  an 
with  which  you  furnished  us ;  that  we  al 
you,  and  generally  returned  into  the  hij 
where  we  went  afterwards,  vou  knew 
They  will  threaten,  but  don't  fear;  if  the] 
in  prison  I  '11  release  you,  or  lose  my  life.  A 
you  stick  to  one  story  they  can't  touch 
your  head.* 

"  The  son  and  the  boy  promised  to  do 
he  directe<l  them.  Night  came,  and  the 
told  tlie  girls  they  were  going  on  a  score! 
tion,  and  charged  them  on  no  account  to 
foot  from  the  cave  until  their  return, 
off,  and  soon  reached  the  scene  of  the 
conflagration.  O'Snllivan  dismountetl, 
with  the  boy  to  examine  the  hut  and  sii 
how  to  fire  the  matches.  Finding  evel 
exactly  as  they  left  it,  he  directed  him  to  ( 
thatch,  at  the  backside  of  the  roof,  until 
see  over  the  ridge;  and,  as  soon  as  he  d 
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any  one  approacliiiig,  to  slide  quietly  down,  and 
proceed  as  he  had  been  directed. 

"  They  lay  concealed  upwards  of  two  or  tliree 
hours,  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  hoy,  who  did 
not  attempt  to  move ;  and,  just  as  O'Siiilivan  v,as 
going  to  him  again,  thinking,  perhaps,  lie  had 
fallen  asleep,  he  saw  him  suddenly  drop  from  the 
roof,  and  in  five  seconds  after  the  liousc  was  in 
a  blaze.  Tiie  two  friends  lost  no  lime  in  leaping 
the  hedge  and  galloping  up  to  the  hut,  wliere 
they  remained  concealed  until  ihey  heard  the 
voices  of  several  people  quite  near  ;  and  tlien,  your 
honours,  like  two  eagles  pouncing  upon  a  flock  of 
wild  ducks,  they  dashed  in  among  the  policemen. 
Their  attiick  was  so  nnexpected  and  so  furious, 
nothing  could  withstand  them:  although  the  eiiemy 
were  five  in  number,  not  a  man  of  them  but  was 
either  shot,  cut  down,  or  unhorsed;  and  the  two 
robbers  were  off  and  nearly  out  of  sight  before 
they  had  time  to  recover  from  tlieir  surprise.  Only 
one  out  of  the  nuitiber  had  time  to  fire  a  pistol;  but 
the  shot  was  a  fatal  one  :  the  bullet  passed  tlu'ough 
the  breast  of  O'Sullivan's  friend,  and  he  ex- 
pired in  four  days  after. 

"  When  the  old  woman,  who  came  with  thepolice- 
men,  saw  her  hut  burning,  she  rushed  through  the 
door,  no  doubt  to  find  her  hidden  bag  of  silver ; 
but  in  her  haste  she  slipped  down,  and,  the  flames 
bursting  fortli  in  a  sheet,  it  was  impossible  to  save 
her,  and  she  was  burnt  to  ashes.  Three  of  the 
policemen  were  killed,  and  the  other  two  badly 
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aa«i  sfMTMl  &r  and  wide,  and  aUrmed 
Batihe  bom  extnocdinanr  thing 
rr  aaBK  da^  at  aboaC  thre«  in  die 
CSaffivan  rtnfyed  a  gentleman,  on 
liK  higk  raad,  qaite  at  the  other  end  of  tbe 
and  rabbed  bin  of  hk  watch  and  a 
am  m  gald.  This  be  must  have 
done  puipoaely  to  nake  tbetn  think  him  a  very 
derQ  in  grain,  jonr  boooars;  for  tbe  distance 
between  where  tbe  boose  was  burnt  and  the 
Dublin  road  ia  so  great,  that  no  single  horse 
thought  capable  of  performing  it.  However, 
die  gentleman  swore  to  the  colour  of  his  steed, 
and   his   accoutrements,   which  were  exactly  the 


Alt  IRISH  TRAVELLER. 


133 


same   as  when   he   attacked  the  policemen.     A 

Btrict  search  was  made,  two  days  afterwards, 
through  the  forest,  bitt  they  could  discover 
nothing.  The  boy  and  the  son  were  detained 
in  custody  several  days,  and  examined  tiiree 
times;  but,  always  telling  the  same  simple  tale, 
and  exclaiming  against  the  old  mother  for 
her  advice,  that  made  her  ready  to  do  any  thing 
to  get  money,  the  magistrate  ordered  them  to 
be  discharged.  On  the  following  day,  about 
noon,  tliey  arrived  at  the  Imt,  just  in  time  to 
see  O'Sullivan's  friend  expire.  They  buried  liim 
in  the  forest. 

"  One  of  the  constables  used  to  laugh 
at  those  w-ho  were  frightened  at  this  redoubt- 
able robber;  and  often  said,  '  I  wish  I  could 
only  meet  wiili  him  i  we  should  soon  see  who's  the 
better  man.*  O'Sullivan  heard  of  this,  and 
determined  to  seek  the  fellow  who  thouglit  he 
had  strength  and  courage  to  take  him.  For  this 
purpose  he  disguised  himself  as  a  j>easant,  and 
frequentetl  the  village  several  days  before  an 
opportunity  presented  itself  At  last,  just  as 
he  was  about  to  depart,  he  saw  the  constable 
walking  on  before  him.  He  was  overjoyed  at 
this,  and  hastened  to  overtake  him.  I  must 
inform  your  honours  that,  although  disguised  as  a 
common  labourer,  he  had  a  pair  of  pistols  and 
a  cutlass  concealed  beneath  his  clotlies :  indeed 
he   always   went    armed.       The    constable    was 
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going  to  the  skirts  of  the  village  to  sen'e  a  war- 
rant, and  had  his  staff  m  his  hand:  when 
O'Sullivan  came  up  to  him,  he  said,  — 

"  '  Good  morrow  morning  to  you,  Mr.  Coi»»j 
stable ;  wliy  you  are  at  your  business  by  tinies." 
Your  vocation  is  not  always  an  agreeable  one.' 

"  '  Oh,'  said  tlie  constable,  '  I  don't  mind  iL 
There 's  very  few  fellows  that  I  can't  manage.' 

"  •  How  conies  it  then,'  said  the  other,  '  that 
you  allowed  O'Sullivan  to  get  away  from  you  when 
he  burnt  the  old  woman's  hut,  and  killed  so  many 
of  your  comrades  ?' 

"  '  O'Sullivan,'  replied  he,  *  is  a  desperate  fel- 
low, to  be  sure ;  but  I  was  not  in  the  'fray,  or  he 
might  not  have  escaped  so  easily.  I  didn't  gel 
there  until  the  business  was  over.' 

"  '  So  you  think  you  could  manage  him,  then?' 
said  the  robber,  looking  at  him  archly. 

"  *  To  be  sure  I  do,'  replied  the  constable :  '  who 
would  be  afraid  of  an  outlaw  ?' 

"  '  Then,'  said  O'Sullivan,  '  I'll  lead  3'ou  to  «1 
spot  where  you  may  find  him,  if  you'll  pay  hand- 
somely.    What  will  you  give  me?' 

"  The  coustidile  looked  at  him,  and  seemed  a 
little  uneasy ;  but,  being  ashamed  to  confess  his 
fears,  he  replied,  '  What  will  I  give  you  ?  Yobj 
know  the  government  has  offered  so  much  for  his 
head  ;  and,  if  we  take  liim  together,  you  must  get 
one  half,  of  course.' 

"  '  Very  well,'  said  O'Sullivan  :  '  come,  let  in 
go  togetlierj  his  hiding  place  is  not  far  from  this.' 
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*'  •  With  all  my  hoart,'  answered  the  constable, 
although  his  features  belied  his  M-ords ;  '  but  I 
must  first  serve  a  writ,  or  the  magistrate  will  be 
diasatisficd.' 

"  •  That 's  of  no  consequence,*  said  tlie  robber ; 
♦  ni  go  with  you:  a  few  minutes  more  or  less 
won't  spoil  our  sport ;  he  will  wait  for  my  coming.' 
"  So,  on  they  walkwl  together,  until  tlioy  got 
outside  liie  village,  when,  of  a  sudden,  O'Sullivan 
mmcd  to  the  constable,  and  said,  — 

" '  Hear  me,  Mr.  Constable,  I  have  not  time 
to  go  any  farther,  nor,  indeed,  is  it  necessary ;  I 
am  O'Sullivan  :  and  now  let  me  see  how  you  '11  go 
to  work." 

"  The  constable  was  so  thunderstruck,  and  so 
frightened  withal,  that  the  staff  dropped  from  his 
hands;  and,  trembling  like  a  leaf,  he  fell  on  his 
knees  and  begged  his  life. 

"  '  You  are  a  cowardly  rascal !'  said  the  robber, 
taking  up  the  staff,  and  shaking  it  over  his  head ; 
'  and  I  have  agi-ent  mind  to  kill  you  for  being  such 
an  impudent  braggart,  when  you  knew  in  your 
heart  you  dare  not  stand  before  me  for  a  minute.' 
"  '  Sparc  my  life  !'  cried  the  constable ;  *  I  con- 
fess that  I  talked  like  a  fool ;  and  command  me 
to  do  whatever  you  please  !' 

"  •  On  whom  are  you  going  to  serve  that  war- 
,  rani  ? '  a&ked  he  :  '  come,  speak  the  truth,  or  I  '11 

I  split  your   noddle;  and,   if  there  be  any  brains 

^^K    within  it,  I  'II  scatter  them  over  the  road  !' 
^^1        " '  Oh  !    Mr.  Sullivan,    have    mercy   upon   me 
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for  the  sake  of  my  wife  and  children  !  I  am  going 
to  sarve  a  warrant  upon  a  poor  fellow,  who  has 
also  a  wife  and  several  children,  at  the  suit  of  his 
landlord,  a  cruel,  hard-hearted  man  ;  and  it  really 
grieves  me  to  do  it :  but  I  am  not  in  fault, — it  is 
the  magistrate's  orders.' 

"  ♦  Who  is  his  landlord  ? ' 

*♦  •  'Squire  Stephens.' 

"  •  Oh,  I  know  the  iron-hearted  scoundreL 
Come,  let  us  go  to  the  poor  fellow's  hut,  and  I  '11 
see  if  I  cannot  settle  the  business  for  him.' 

"  On  tliey  went  together  until  they  came  to 
the  cottage.  The  constable  knocked  at  the  door, 
which  was  opened  by  a  poor  sickly  looking  man. 

"  *  Here,'  said  the  constable,  '  is  a  warrant  to 
take  you  before  the  justice,  at  the  suit  of  'Squire 
Stephens :  it  grieves  me  to  sarve  it  upon  you,  but 
wl»at  can  I  do?' 

"  The  wife  and  children  began  to  crj'  bitterly, 
and  the  husband  said,  with  a  mournful  voice^ 
•  God  forgive  him  for  distressing  the  poor  and  the 
needy  !'  Tlien,  addressing  himself  to  O'Sullivan, 
he  added,  — 

« <  I  was  six  months  laid  up  with  a  fever,  or  I 
should  have  paid  off  tliis  debt,  which  is  no  more 
than  five  pounds ;  and  now  I  shall  have  to  part 
with  my  last  cow, — all  I  have  left  to  support  these 
poor  half-starved  children.  What,  in  the  name  of 
God,  will  become  of  thum  !'  and  he  began  to  cry 
also.     O'Sullivan  was  touched  to  the  quick ;  for, 
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although  a  robber,  your  honours,  he  was  a  man  of 
noble  and  generous  feelings. 

" '  Dry  up  your  tears,  my  honest  fellow,'  said 
he,  '  and  tell  me  how  much  you  owe  that  nig^ 
gardly  rascal.  I  am  0'.SulliTan,  and  I  will  pro- 
tect you.' 

"  At  the  sound  of  his  name  the  woman  ti'em- 
bled,  and  the  children  ran  to  hide  themselves ; 
whilst  the  man  fell  on  his  knees,  exclaiming,  'Long 
life  and  success  to  your  honour !  I  have  often 
beard  of  your  noble  doings ;  and  may  the  great 
God  of  heaven  preserve  yoii  I' 

"  The  robber  ordered  him  to  rise.  '  Here,'  said 
he,  pulling  ten  pieces  of  gold  out  of  his  pockets, 
'  here's  double  the  sum  you  owe.  Go  directly  to 
the  magistrate,  make  him  send  for  '.Squire  Ste- 
phens, pay  the  money  before  him,  and  take  a  re- 
ceipt. Afterwards,  do  you,  constable,  tcH  your 
employer  that,  if  ever  he  serves  a  writ  upon  this 
poor  man  again,  knowing  he  is  not  in  a  situation 
to  pay,  I  'II  give  him  only  twenty-four  hours' notice 
to  repent  of  it :  and  warn  that  avaricious  scoun- 
drel, the  'squire,  to  be  cautious  how  he  distresses 
any  poor  man  again ;  for,  the  very  first  time  I 
hear  of  his  misdoings,  I  sliiill  pay  him  a  visit  when 
he  least  expects  me,  and  give  him  a  passport  to 
the  place  where  all  such  unfeeling  monsters  ought 
I  to  go.  And  now,  Mr.  Constable,  arc  you  satis- 
fied with  O'.SuUivan,  whom  you  wished  to  deliver 
over  to  justice?' 
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ings  wiUi  him,  none  ever  discovered  where  he 
lived,  nor  did  any  one  attempt  to  inform  a^inst 
him.  As  I  before  observed,  lie  was  always  ready 
to  assist  any  one  whom  he  saw  in  want ;  but  was 
particularly  fond  of  setting  up  industrious  clever 
people  in  trade,  and  aiding  tbera  to  gain  a  for- 
tune. 

"  If  you  are  not  fatigued,  your  honours,"  said 
the  host,  "  I  'U  tell  you  a  couple  of  stories  more 
about  him." 

"  Oh,  no,"  said  I,  "  we  can  never  be  tired  of 
hearing  such  interesting  tales.  Come,  moisten 
your  throat  with  a  tumbler  of  punch,  and  then 
continue." 

"  O'Sullivan,"  said  he,  "  in  his  frequent  rambles 
on  the  high  road,  where  he  always  appearetl  like 
a  well-dressed  gentleman,  and  rode  a  thorough- 
bretl  hunter,  met  with  some  very  extraordinary 
adventures.  In  the  Dublin  road,  near  the  Black 
Forest,  he  often  robbed  in  open  day- light.  On 
certain  occasions,  the  only  disguise  he  practised 
was,  making  some  marks  with  charcoal  on  his  face, 
and  blacking  his  eye-brows  and  mustachios,  which 
gave  him  a  terrible  savage  appearance :  at  other 
times  he  was  without  any  disguise  whatever. 

"  A  young  officer,  of  genteel  family  and  connec- 
tions, brave  and  honourable,  but  poor  as  a  church 
mouse,  WHS  quartered  in  the  capital,  for  some 
montlis,  with  his  regiment.  By  hook  antl  by 
crook,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a  distant  relation, 
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he  bought  himself  up  to  the  rank  of  a  major,  b« 
there  he  stuck  for  many  years, — he  could  get  traj 
higher.  Whilst  living  in  Dublin,  he,  by  accident^] 
became  acquainted  with  a  very  wealthy  and  bean 
tiful  young  heiress,  and  fell  deeply  in  love  with 
her.  She  was  not  insensible  to  his  attentions,  and, 
after  awhile,  became  also  passionately  fond  of  the 
major.  Her  fortune  was  in  the  hands  of  an  old 
avaricious  uncle,  whom  her  father  had  appointed 
ber  guardian  at  his  death.  He  not  only  kept  her 
constantly  in  want  of  money,  but  declare<l  he 
would  never  consent  to  her  marrying  with  any 
one  but  a  certain  rich  nobleman  whom  the  niece 
deteste<l.  Her  mother,  who  was  still  living,  pos- 
sessed a  small  property  in  her  ovm  right,  that 
enabletl  them  to  appear  handsomely  in  the  fashion- 
able circles  at  Dublin;  for  oftentimes  the  old 
uncle  refused  the  allowance  prescribetl  by  her 
father's  will,  under  pretence  that  she  was  spend- 
ing too  much  money.  These  circumstances, 
joinetl  to  her  love  for  the  young  major,  made  her 
very  unhappy ;  and  she  detennined,  since  her 
uncle  would  not  give  his  consent  to  her  marriage, 
to  commence  a  suit  at  law  against  him,  and  try  to 
force  him  into  a  compliance.  There  was  a  clause 
in  the  will  fixing  the  period  at  which  she  was  to 
be  mistress  of  her  own  fortune ;  but  this  would  not 
happen  for  three  or  four  years  —  a  long  time  for 
impatient  lovers  to  wait.  In  the  mean  time  the 
young  major  received  news  of  the  tlcath  of  a  dis- 
tant relation   at  Cork,  who  lefl  him  a  sum  of 
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moneyi  wliidi^  with  the  mother's  income,  was 
tliought  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  marry  the 
daughter  immediately.  Delighted  with  the  idea 
of  soon  being  in  ]x>ssession  of  what  would  make 
them  happy,  he  set  off,  post  haste,  to  receive  his 
inheritance. 

"  Near  two  months  passed  away  before  he  could 
•rrajige  matters  at  Cork  so  as  to  return  to  Dublin. 
At  length  the  time  arrived  when  he  was  able  to 
collect  the  whole  sum  in  gold,  which  he  put  in  a 
gmall  leathern  bag  and  secured  upon  his  person* 
One  of  his  intimate  friends  told  him  how  danger- 
ous it  was  to  travel  with  money,  and  that  he  had 
better  (ry  and  get  a  letter  of  exchange  for  the 
amount  on  some  banker  in  Dublin  ;  but  he  was 
obstinate,  and  said  he  would  trust  no  one. 

" '  My  happiness,'  he  observed,  '  is  at  stake 
with  this  gold,  and  so  shall  be  my  life.  I  have  a 
good  pair  of  pistols  in  my  holsters,  with  a  trusty 
sword  by  my  side,  and  I  don't  fear  any  man 
breathing.' 

"  In  those  days,  your  honours,  there  were  no 
diligences,  nor  any  regular  posts.  Gentlemen 
either  took  hired  horses  from  town  to  town,  or 
rode  their  own.  Like  the  rest,  our  major  was 
obliged  to  adopt  this  mode  of  travelling.  He  bade 
adieu  to  his  friend  with  a  merry  heart,  full  of  the 
hope  of  soon  seeing  the  object  of  his  dearest  affec- 
tions, and  making  her  his  own  for  ever.  His  jour- 
ney was  speedy  and  prosperous  enough  until  he 
arrived   within   about   two   miles   of    the    Black 
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Forest ;  when,  Bttddenly,  he  heard  a  horse  beliind 
:  np  to  hiin  in  a  gallop.  Turning  round 
he  saw  a  verj-  genteelly  dressed  man,  in 
m  bunliiig  garb,  mounted  on  a  superb  jet  black 
heOR,  whose  &Hky  skin  glistened  under  the  sun, 
and  contracted  curiously  with  tlie  white  foa/n  «-ith 
wbkh  his  impatience  of  the  bit  had  covered  his 
■outh  and  neck.  His  saddle  and  bridle  were 
of  degant  &shion,  and  the  silver-mounted  stocks 
of  a  pair  of  pistols  glittered  beneath  the  bear-skiu 
covers  of  his  holsterE.  Riding  up  alongside  of 
iJw  m^,  he  said,  '  Good  morning,  sir :  I  saw 
jriNi  were  travelling  slowly  my  road,  and  1  hastefied 
to  join  you, — that  is,  if  you  have  no  objection  to  a 
compani<m.' 

•' '  A  hearty  welcome,  sir,'  rejoined  tlie  major : 
•  I  should  be  sorry  to  refuse  good  componv. 
Your  horse  looks  fretful  and  sweats  freely,  as  if 
jou  had  put  him  to  his  speed  lately.' 

" '  Oh,'  said  the  other, '  it  has  only  been  for  a 
mile  or  two ;  but,  now  I  have  overtaken  you,  I 
shall  travel  as  slow  as  you  please.' 

«  They  jogged  on,  cheek  by  jowl,  your  honoun, 
for  a  full  hour  ;  when  the  major  at  last  asked  the 
stranger  how  (ar  he  was  going  ? 

"  '  Not  verj'  far ;  only  to  the  borders  of  the 
Black  Forest,  which  is  almost  within  sight  of  us: 
and  you,  sir,  whither  are  you  travelHng  ?' 

"  •  I  am  going  all  the  way  to  town.' 

*'  The  stranger's  answer  alarmed   the   m:^: 
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he  directly  suspected  he  could  be  no  one  but 
O'Sullivan  himself;  and  he  was  right :  still  he 
had  nothing  to  fear.  O'Sullivan  knew  that  officers, 
generally,  were  not  very  rich,  and  seldom  carried 
much  money  with  them :  besides,  he  had  made  a 
lerable  booty  that  day  already. 

Tlie  young  ifiajor  watched  all  his  companion's 
motions,  and,  when  something  attracted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  other  side  of  the  road,  he  suddenly 
pulled  his  pistols  out  of  the  holsters,  and  stuck 
them  in  his  bosom ;  then,  thrusting  bis  arm  through 
the  reins  of  the  bridle,  he  jumjied  upon  tiie 
ground,  and  throwijig  down  his  bag  of  gold,  lie 
put  his  fool  upon  it,  exclaiming, — 

"  '  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  you  are  the  outlaw 
'Sullivan  ;  and  I  toll  you  plainlj-,  you  sliall  never 
lave  my  purse  without  fighting  fairly  for  it.  I 
have  heard  you  are  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of 
honour:  if  so,  stand  off  ten  paces,  and  whoever  is 
the  better  shot  be  master  of  the  gold.  My  hap- 
piness and  my  best  prospects  in  life  will  be  sacri- 
ficed if  I  lose  my  money  ;  therefore  I  shall  not  re- 
sign it  without  a  hard  struggle.' 

♦♦  The  robber,  who  was  immediately  on  the 
alert  when  he  saw  the  young  major  jump  from 
his  eaddle,  had  cocked  and  levelled  one  of  his 
pistols,  ready  to  fire ;  but,  on  hearing  this  address, 
he  checked  himself,  uncocked,  and  returned  his 
weapon  to  tlie  holster.  Then,  with  a  smile,  he 
said,  — 
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■ '  Young  man,  were  I  to  consent  to  what  vou 
propose  it  would  be  your  loss :  O'Sullivan  is  a  fatal 
marksman,  —  he  never  misses  liis  aim.' 

"  '  I  have  heard  so,'  replied  the  major ;  •  but, 
as  an  honourable  man,  you  cannot  take  the  first 
shot :  therefore,  if  we  fire  together,  I,  being  also 
skilful,  shall  liaveasgood  a  chance  as  you.'  After 
r^arding  him  for  a  second  or  two  with  astonish- 
ment, the  robber  also  dismounted  from  his  horse, 
and  said,  — 

"  *  Come  sir,  since  you  are  the  first  man  I  ever 
met  that  had  the  courage  to  challenge  me,  here  's 
my  hand  and  my  friendship.  Tell  me  your  his- 
tory', and  Iiow  I  can  assist  you,  and  you  may  be 
sure  I  shall  not  fail  to  do  it  efiectually.  But  first 
pocket  your  money,  mount  your  horse,  and  as  we 
ride  slowly  along  I  can  listen  to  you.' 

"  The  young  major  shook  hands  with  him,  say- 
ing, '  Long  life  to  you,  O'Sullivan  !  I  see  what 
people  say  of  you  is  true.' 

"  Being  again  on  horseback,  the  major,  in  a 
few  words,  related  to  him  Ins  love  for  the  young 
lady,  anti  the  bad  conduct  of  the  old  uncle.  When 
he  had  finished,  O'Sullivan  enquired  where  the 
latter  livetl  ? 
«  '  In  Dublin.' 
"  '  Then  all  you  want  is  his  consent  in  writing; 
thai  is  to  say,  a  paper,  with  his  signature,  promising 
to  deliver  over  her  fortune,  and  permitting  licr  to 
marry.  Has  her  uncle  any  children  or  any  near 
relations  ?' 
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** '  None  but  the  young  lady  and  her  mother.' 

"•Good:  now  listen  to  me.  The  moment  you 
reach  Dublin,  —  which,  if  you  ride  on  briskly,  will 
be  to-morrow  aliout  mid-day, — go  immediately  to 
a  lawyer,  and  get  him  to  draw  up  a  legal  docu- 
ment, ill  the  old  uncle's  name,  by  which  he  con- 
sents to  give  his  niece  to  you  in  marriage,  and 
make  her  iiis  heiress  at  his  death.  Let  this  paper 
be  ready  by  the  evening.  The  instant  it  is 
finished,  ride  out  of  Puhliii  to  the  fourth  mile- 
stone on  this  road,  where  I  will  await  your  coming. 
Bring  a  carriage,  as  I  shall  be  on  foot.  When 
the  carriage  stops  at  the  spot  I  have  mentioned, 
knowing  it  is  you,  I  shall  join  you.  Attend  par- 
ticularly to  my  injunctions.  On  arriving  in  Dublin, 
stop  at  a  tavern  ;  and  do  not  attempt  to  visit  any  of 
your  friends,  or  let  them  know  of  your  arrival,  until 
this  affair  is  finishetl.  Farewell  !  be  expeditious, 
and  you  shall  see  what  O'SuUivan  will  do  for 
you.' 

"  The  major  attempted  to  express  his  acknow- 
ments,  but  the  other  stopped  him  short  by 
saying,  '  It  will  be  time  enough  to  thank  me  when 
the  affair  is  happily  arranged.' 

"  Full  of  joy,  and  curiosity,  at  the  same  time, 
to  know  how  the  robber  chief  intended  to  ma- 
nage with  the  old  crabbed  uncle,  he  proceeded 
rapidly  on  his  journey,  racking  his  brains,  tlie 
whole  time,  to  imagine  why  O'Sullivan  had 
ordered  the  document  to  be  drawn  up  in 
legal  form. 
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to  the  tawj%  wet  nm  with  aD  poasibie  speed 
fix-  the  fiMxrth  DuIe^^toDe.  The  carriagie  ix> 
aoooer  nopped  than  O'SnIliTan  made  his  appear- 
laee^  drcMcd  like  a  Jew,  with  a  long  beard,  and 
camiw  «  boadle  of  clothes  in  his  hand.  When 
they  ^ore  tS,  'Now,  niy  friend,'  said  be 
*  remenber  mr  name  is  Moses :  have  ytm  got 
the  paper  ready?' 

"  '  AD  ready,'  replied  the  major :  and  he  then 
related  his  conversation  with  the  lawyer. 

"  •  Ha  ! '  exclaimed  CSullivan, '  that  makes  the 
matter  rather  more  difficult;  but  don't  fear, — I'll 
manage  it  for  you.  Have  you  a  friend  whom 
you  can  trust,  and  who,  also,  will  not  betray  me  ? ' 
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"  'I  have, — a  captain  in  our  regiment ;  he  and  I 
are  cousins,  and  sworn  friends :  a  man  of  honour, 
in  whom  you  can  confide.' 

"  •  Does  the  old    uncle  of  the  lady  know  Jiim 
personally,  or  by  name  ? ' 
« '  No.' 

"  •  So  much  the  better :  the  moment  we 
arrive,  do  you  go  in  search  of  him ;  —  tell  him 
your  adventure  with  me,  but  don't  say  I  meant 
<^J0  rob  you,  for,  I  give  }X)u  my  honour,  I  had  no 
^HKrb  intention:  it  was  your  own  suspicions 
^Hiiicli  urge<l  you  to  tlie  challenge.' 
I^K  "  '  Forgive  me ;  I  was  wrong,  but  I  nm  sure  that 
the  cause  of  my  rashness  will  plead  my  excuse.  * 
^^  ** '  Oh,  I  am  satisfied ;  and  shall  now  shew 
^^oa  how  much  I  love  a  brave  aud  honest  man. 
Away,  then,  —  find  your  cousin :  tell  him  he 
must  be  disguised  as  a  Jew,  and  go  with  us. 
He  will  be  one  witness,  and  I'll  make  the  old 
man  find  another  when  I  get  alongside  of  him. 
'What  time  will  you  be  absent  ? ' 

" '  In  a  couple  of  hours,  if  my  cousin  is  alive 
■nd  well,  he  shall  be  here  to  meet  yoiu' 

"  *  Enough ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  '11  go  and 
prepare  my  way  :  but,  first,  give  me  the  address 
of  lliis  obstinate  dotard,  whom  I  'II  quickly 
bring  to  his  senses.' 

"  They   separated,    each     taking    a    different 

direction ;    the    major    to    find  his  cousin,   and 

CSuUivan  to  seek  out  one  of  his  spies,  who  could 

go  to   the  old  fellow's  house,   and  ascertain  the 
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kokiag  bat,  my  dark  and  extremely  dirt 
Ik^  wen  mec  at  the  door  by  a  great  slot 
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r's  i«nioa:  I  did  not  know  you  4 
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"  When  they  had  entered,  '  Come,'  said  O'Sul- 
livan,  picking  up  an  old  Jewish  garment  from 
the  floor,  '  put  on  this  over  your  other  dothes ; 
and  tliesc,'  said  he,  taking  a  pair  of  pistols  from  a 
shelf,  *you  must  stick  in  your  beh  underneath, 
to  use  in  case  of  necessity';  though  1  don't  imagine 
we  shall  have  to  perform  any  verj' desperate  vrork.' 

**  When  the  young  oflScer  was  completely  dia- 
gui^,  his  beard  fitted  on,  and  all  ready,  the 
robber  said,  '  Follow  me ;  and  again  let  me 
remind  you  my  name  is  Moses,  and  yours 
Nathan  :  my  way  is  prepared;  in  less  tlian  two 
hours  you  shall  be  in  full  possession  of  llie  object 
of  your  wishes.' 

"  Noble,  generous  man  ! '  said  the  young  officer, 
'  Gw\  send  you  may  succeed  ?  but,  if  any  thing 
sliould  occur  to  frustrate  your  design,  you  may 
count  upon  me  as  upon  a  brother:  here's  my 
liand.' 

"  •  Ha  ! '  said  the  robber,  '  what  a  pleasure 
it  is  to  deal  with  tlie  brave :  if  I  had  only  two 
sucli  comrades  as  you  and  your  cousin,  1  would 
soon  command  the  kingdom. ' 

*'  Away  they  slarti-d  for  the  house  of  the  old 
uncle.  On  arriving  there,  0'SullJ\-an  told  his 
companion  he  should  leave  him  in  the  anti- 
chamber,  cautioning  him  not  to  converse  with 
the  servants;  and  if  tliey  put  any  questions  to 
him,  to  pretend  not  to  understand  them.  He 
then  knocked  at  the  door,  and  asked,  in  the 
H  3 
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Jewish  accent,  if  the  master  wa?  at  home  ?  Being 
answered  in  the  afEnnalive,  he  desired  the  ser»^ 
ant  to  tell  him  that  the  Jew,  Moees,  wished  to 
speak  with  him  on  business  of  imjwrtance.  The 
old  gentleman  happened  to  be  alone  in  his  library, 
and,  thinking  it  was  some  good  transaction  in 
stocks  or  money-lending  which  he  had  to  pro- 
pose, ordered  the  servant  to  admit  him.  Wlicn 
the  disguised  robber  got  into  the  entry,  near  the 
h'brary,  he  turned  round,  and  said  alood  to  the' 
yoimg  officer, — 

"  '  Nathan,  yon  must  stop  here,  until  I  jpeak 
with  the  old  gentleman  first,  and  hear  what  he 
■ays  about  the  matter :  if  he  wants  to  see  yoot 
I  '11  call  you  ;  so  keep  near  the  door.' 

"  On  entering  the  library,  he  found  the  uncle 
•eated  in  a  large  armed  chair.  He  immediately 
inquired  his  business.  O'Sullivan  replied,  that 
it  was  of  a  private  nature ;  and  the  old  man 
dismissed  the  servant,  telling  him  be  need  not 
return  until  he  heard  the  bell  ring.  The  bell- 
rope  hung  near  to  the  table  where  he  sat,  but  too 
far  lor  him  to  reach  without  rising  from  fiis  chair. 
O'Sullivan  also  remarked  that  the  key  of  the 
library  door  was  in  the  lock  on  the  inside.  The 
moment  the  sen-ant  quitted  tlie  room,  O'SoUivan 
drew  the  agreement  from  his  pocket,  and,  hand- 
ing it  to  the  old  man,  requested  him  to  read  it. 
Whilst  he  was  looking  over  the  paper,  the  otl>er 
went  hastily  to  the  door,  locked  it,  and  returned 
10  the  table. 
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"  '  All  !  why  is  this  ?  why  have  you  locked  the 
door?'  said  the  old  fellow,  somewhat  alarmed,  for 
lie  was  a  great  coward. 

"  •  Oh!'  replied  O'SuHivan,  'only  to  prevent 
any  one  from  coming  in  ;  as  the  document  I  have 
delivered  to  you  is  of  great  consequence,  and  I 
don't  wish  you  to  be  interrupted.'  He  trembled, 
but  continued  reading :  at  length  he  threw  down 
the  paper  in  a  passion,  saying,  '  Tell  me,  fellow, 
who  penned  this  ;  and  who  has  had  the  audacity 
to  send  it  here,  when  every  one  knows  I  have  so 
positively  refused  consent  to  my  niece's  marriage?' 

"  O'SuHivan  now  threw  open  his  Jewish  cloak, 
and,  drawing  a  pistol  from  his  belt,  said,  *  At- 
tempt not  to  move,  or  cry  out:  I  am  O'SuHivan, 
the  robber  I ' 

"  At  this  awful  announcement,  the  poor  oM 
gentleman,  more  dead  than  alive,  trembled  all 
over ;  and,  instead  of  raising  an  alarm,  seemed 
totally  deprived  of  utterance,  and  grew  pale  as  a 
ghost. 

"  '  Come,  sir,'  said  O'SuHivan,  '  don't  be 
alanned :  comply  exactly  witli  my  demands,  and 
no  harm  will  come  to  you;  but,  if  you  refuse,  death 
shall  be  your  portion  !  All  my  plans  are  well  laid- 
Your  house  is  surrounded  by  people  devoted  to 
my  service :  there  is  no  escape  for  you  or  your 
servants ;  no  resource  but  in  compliance.' 

"  By   this    time   the  old  gentleman   began   to 
recover  a  little ;  and  said,  '  Oh !  spare  my  life, 
H    4 
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and  1  will  do  wViatever  you  ask.  What  is  it  you 
want?    Uow  muck  will  satisfy  you?' 

"  *  I  want  none  of  your  money  !'  said  O'Sul- 
liTan.  '  Read  oxer  the  paper  again,  and  make  no 
more  objections  or  wry  faces ;  for,  sign  it  you 
must,  and  before  witnesses,  too,  or  you  shall  never 
put  your  name  to  another  paper  in  tliie  world. 
You  have  been  cruel  and  unjust  to  your  niece 
and  her  lover.  He  is  a  brave  and  an  honourable 
man  :  so,  no  more  delay,  but  sign  and  seal.' 

"  *  I  am  ready  to  comply,'  said  the  old  ma 
trembling;  *  but  who  will  witness  my  signature?* 

^'  <  Have  you  any  one  in  the  house,'  asked 
O'Snllivan,  '  who  can  write  ?' 

"  '  Yes,'  said  he,  '  one  of  my  agents,  who 
arrived  to-day  from  tlie  country.' 

"  '  Enough,'  answered  the  robber ;  '  I  have  a 
friend  here,  also,  who  will  do  for  the  second  wit^^ 
ness.     Let  him  be  first  called.'  ^H 

•  *'  He  then  opened  the  door,  and  beckoned  in 
tlie  disguised  captain.  '  Now,'  said  he,  '  let  us 
proceed  to  business.* 

"  The  old  man,  seeing  it  was  impossible  to 
oppose  O'SulIivan,  whose  verj-  name  had  fright- 
ened him  almost  to  death,  took  tlie  pen  and  did 
as  he  was  required.  Tlie  young  officer  witnessed 
it,  and  wrote  Ids  proper  name. 

"  '  Mr.  O'SuUivan,'  said    the    uncle,    •  is 
man  a  Jew  ?' 

"  *  A  Jew  like  myself,'  replied  he;  'who,  on 
most  otlier  occasions,  signs  his  name  with  powder 
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and  ball.  Now,  sir,  ring  the  bell,  and  tell  jour 
servant  to  call  in  the  agent :  but  be  cautious  not 
to  show,  either  by  word  or  sign,  or  any  particular 
movement  whatever,  that  you  are  doing  this 
against  your  will ;  but,  on  the  contrarj',  appear  as 
if  noUiing  extraordinary  had  happened  :  and  also 
order  him  to  bring  a  bottle  of  wine  and  some 
tumblers,  for  we  must  drink  your  health  when  all 
is  done.* 

"  The  old  gentleman  rung  the  bell;  O'Sullivan 
opened  the  door;  the  servant  entered,  received 
his  commands,  and  then  disappeared.  In  a  few 
minutes,  he  returned  with  the  wine  and  the  agent. 
All  was  performed  exactly  as  O'Sullivan  directed; 
the  agent  and  the  servant  were  again  dismissed, 
and  the  door  locked. 

"  *  Now,  sir,"  said  the  robber,  '  do  you  ac- 
knowledge tliis  writing  to  be  legal  ?' 

"  •  I  do,'  replied  the  old  man. 

"  •  Do  you  confess  to  have  signed  it  with  your 
own  free  will  and  consent  ?  For  I  sliould  be  sorry 
that  a  gentleman  of  your  fortune  and  reputation 
should  be  forced  to  do  an  act  of  justice-' 

"  ♦  Mr.  O'Sullivan,'  replied  he,  '  you  are  a 
very  extraordinary  man,  to  undertake  such  a  dan- 
gerous task  for  nothing.  I  consent  to  wliat  you 
say ;  and  confess,  that  what  I  hare  just  written  is 
by  my  own  voluntary  act  and  deed.' 

"  '  Bravo,  sir  ! '  said  die  robber ;  '  but  you  have 

wrong  idea  of  me.  I  lake  pleasure  ui  seeing 
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justice  properly  executed,  and  good  peo 
dered  happy;  and  am  alwaj-s  ready  to 
life  for  the  brave  and  the  honourable, 
oblige  me  by  finishing  this  business  j 
Write  a  handsome  letter  to  yo«r  niece,  ei 
her  this  document,  and  invite  her  to 
her  wedding  in  your  house.' 

"  Tlie  old  gentleman,  after  a  moma 
tation,  took  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  n 
letter  to  gratify  O'Sullivan :  the  docua 
then  folded  up,  and  addressed  to  his  niea 

"  '  I   must  be  the  bearer  of  this  letter 
said  O'Sullivan;  *  but  (tilling  up  two  tumfa 
wine)  we  must  first  drink  your  heiilth, 
you  live  many  years  to  see  those  youn 
happy  and  contented,  by  your  consent 
union.     I  now  take  my  leave.* 

♦*  *  No,  no,'  said  the  old  gentleman,  * 
we  have  finished  the  bottle.  You  frighl 
at  first,  but  now  I  feel  happy  that  you  hi 
me  sensible  of  the  injustice  I  was  about 
mit ;  and  which  arose,  in  a  great  measu: 
the  intrigues  of  the  nobleman  who  n 
man-y  my  niece,  and  who  persuaded  me  1 
was  a  profligate,  bad  man.  I  thank  vol 
present  feelings ;  and,  although  you  proft 
self  an  outlaw,  I  claim  your  friendship, 
you  are  in  want  of  it,  call  upon  me  wi 
serve :  and  remember  that  I  shall  expe< 
you  at  the  wedding  ball.' 
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"  O'Sullivan  thanked  him  for  his  good  opinion, 
and  ready  acquiescence  in  all  his  demands;  and 
then,  with  his  friend,  bade  him  adieu.  They 
hastened  back  to  the  tavern,  where  Uie  major 
impatiently  awaited  their  arrival.  When  he  saw 
the  paper  signed  by  the  old  gentleman,  and  the 
letter  to  the  niece,  he  embraced  his  benefactor  ia 
ecstasy,  exclaiming,  — 

"  '  Oh  !  this  is  too  much  happiness !  How  shall 
I  ever  repay  the  obligations  I  owe  you  ?* 

«' «  P^nough,"  said  O'Sullivan;  'I'll  quickly 
put  you  in  a  way  of  recompensing  me.  I  have 
lately  discovered  here,  in  Dublin,  three  poor 
widows,  with  large  families,  whose  husbands  died 
of  the  wounds  they  received  in  tlie  service  of  their 
countn,'.  They  are  in  great  distress.  I  '11  give 
you  their  names ;  and,  as  I  understand  your  wife 
will  have  a  very  large  fortune,  I  request  that,  on 
your  wedding-day,  you  will  send  to  each  of  them 
two  hundred  pounds:  in  so  doing,  you  will  con- 
fer on  me  a  lasting  obligation.' 

"It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  state,  that  the 
major  promised  the  most  literal  fuliilment  of  his 
request. 

"  Tlie  next  day,  they  paid  a  visit  to  the  old 
uncle,  who  received  them  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  and  told  them  they  must  make  imme- 
diate arrangements  for  the  wedding,  which  was 
to  be  consummated  at  his  dwelling.  An  affec- 
tionate couple,  who  had  waited  so  long,  were  of  I 
H  6 
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course  not  bashful  in  hastening  it ;  and,  in  abcrot 
liltecn  days  after,  they  were  married.  On  the 
following  evening  the  old  uncle  gave  a  magnificent 
bill],  at  which  O'Suliivan,  who  had  kept  himself 
regularly  informed  of  their  proceedings,  deter- 
mined to  make  his  appearance.  He  attired  him- 
self in  his  best  suit,  arrived  at  the  old  gentleman's 
dwelling  in  a  carriage  and  four,  and,  when  he 
made  his  appearance  in  the  ball-room,  he  wa$ 
the  admiration  of  the  whole  assembly.  The  old 
gentleman  received  him  politely,  and  thought  lie 
was  a  guest  of  the  major's;  whilst  the  major, 
equally  deceived,  considered  him  to  be  invited  by 
tlie  old  gentleman.  In  this  way  he  passed  the 
greater  part  of  the  evening,  playmg  at  cards, 
chatting  with  the  ladies,  and  making  himself 
agreeable  to  every  one.  The  bride  was  parti- 
cularly pleased  with  the  strange  guest,  and  anxious 
to  know  his  name.  She  was  hastening  towards 
her  uncle  to  inquire  of  him,  when  O'SuUivaa 
accosted  her. 

"  '  Madam,'  said  he,  with  a  respectful  air,  '  hav- 
ing enjoyed  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  united 
to  the  man  of  your  heart,  and  feeling  persuaded 
you  will  make  each  otiier  happy,  1  tliank  God, 
who  has  enabled  me  to  assist  at  this  splendid 
hall  in  honour  of  your  nuptials;  and,  wisliing 
you  many  years  of  bliss,  I  beg  to  take  my  leave. 
Though  my  name  may  not  be  breathed  in  such 
an  assembly,  I  may  be  allowed  to  add,  that  I  am 
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he  who  delivered  you  a  letter  on  such  a  day  from 
your  uncle.  Grod  bless  you !'  And  off  he  went 
before  the  lady  had  time  to  recover  from  her 
surprise. 

"  She  hurried  out  of  the  room  to  overtake  him, 
but  it  was  too  late :  he  had  disappeared. 
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eibre  he  went  on   witli  his    story  ?     He    cast 
eye  slyly  into  the  jug,  saying,  — 
'  By  my  soul,  your  honour,  ,but  it's  like  what 
[  tlie  priest  of  tlie  parish  said  of  Tim  Calander's 
sconce,  "  tliere's  nothing  in  it." 

"  Oh,  oh  !  I  understand  you,"  said  I ;  "  the 
jug  is  empty.  Go  and  replenish  it,  my  honest 
lellow."  In  a  short  time  the  jug  of  punch  was 
prepared,  and  he  brought  it  in  with  a  smiling  face. 
"  Here  it  is,  your  honours,"  said  he,  "  and  I  hope 
you'll  find  it  to  your  tastes."  Cahlinan  filled  a 
tumbler,  tasted,  and  praised  it,  saying,  "  Success 
to  you  landlord."  I  followed  his  example,  taking 
care  to  help  him  at  the  same  time.  The  poor 
fellow  seemed  highly  delighted  with  our  atten- 
tion, and  thanked  us  with  a  low  bow,  saying,  — 

"  By  my  soul  !  and  I  have  not  seen  for  many 
a  long  day  two  kinder-hearted  gentlemen.  May 
you  never  know  sorrow  but  by  hearsay ;  and 
may  the  blessings  of  other  men's  children  rejoice 
your  noble  hearts  I  " 

"  A  strange  wisli,"  said  Cahlinan :  "  why  not 
say  our  own  ?  " 

"  The  dev'd  relieve  the  child  that  wouldn't  bless 
his  own  father,  your  honour,"  replied  the  host; 
"  but,  when  other  men's  children  give  you  dieir 
blessings,  you  may  be  sure  that  you  deserve 
ihem." 

"  Well  explained,"  said  Cahlinan  :  "  and  now 
continue  your  story." 
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*'  Well,  then,  as  I  was  saying,  the  Ladj 
LongHeld  never  ke{)t  more  than  two  servants 
about  her  at  a  time;  hut  there  was  a  bell  in 
her  chamber,  that  led  into  tlie  servants'  room, 
by  which  she  could  summon  them  at  her  pleasure. 
Once,  lier  lord,  being  called  to  Dublin  for  ten 
or  twelve  days,  endeavoured  to  persuade  her  to 
let  a  female  attendant  sleep  in  the  room  during 
his  absence.  '  I  don't  like  your  lonely  habits,' 
he  said  ;  '  you  may  fall  sick  in  the  night,  or  some 
other  accident  may  happen  whlieu  no  one  is 
near  to  assist  you.' 

" '  My  love,'  replied  the  lady,  '  seek  not  to 
make  a  coward  of  me.  I  who  have  been  brought 
up  to  brave  every  thing,  —  surely  you  would  not 
desire  to  see  me  full  of  womanish  fear,  and 
frightened  at  my  own  shadow  !  Let  me  have  my 
own  way :  I  prefer  reading  and  working  to  the 
stupid  nonsense  and  scandal  of  prating  female 
servants,  who  frequently  debauch  tlie  ears  of 
the  ladies  of  our  times  with  improper  conversation 
and   stories  of  gallantries.' 

" '  I  congratulate  myself,'  said  die  husband, 
•on  having  a  wife  superior  to  all  those  idle 
and  criminal  amusements  which  your  sex  are 
too  apt  to  delight  in,  and  shall  with  confidence 
leave  you  to  your  own  way  of  conducting 
yourself.' 

"But  I  must  tell  your  honours  tliat  llie 
casde  was  as  old-fashioneil  on  the  inside  as  it 
was  without ;  being  oruanicnted,  and  waiuscotted 
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with  carved  oak,  and  hung  with  tapestry.  The 
walls  of  the  chamber  where  tlie  Lady  Longfield 
slept  represented  the  chase  of  a  stag ;  and 
directly  opposite  to  her  door  was  the  figure  of 
a  man,  as  large  as  life,  in  a  hunting  dress,  which 
alwa}'S  attracted  her  notice  on  entering  the 
room :  against  the  middle  of  the  wall,  on  the 
right  hand,  stood  the  bedstead,  and  opposite 
to  the  foot  of  it  was  an  old-fashioned  toilet  of 
carved  wood,  richly  gilt.  The  bedstead  was 
covered  with  damask  curtains,  drawn  up  in 
festoons  on  either  side,  and  garnished  with 
deep  gold  fringe.  On  the  inner  side  of  this 
I4>artment,  near  die  bed,  was  a  large  double  closet, 
or  dresssing  room,  where  the  lady  kept  her 
casket,  with  all  her  precious  jewels,  pearls,  and 
gold  ornaments. 

"It   was   about   the   month  of  October:    the 

'evening  was  calm  and  serene,  and  the  Lady 
Longfield  had  been  walking  some  time  in 
lier  favourite  flower  garden,  which  adjoined  one 
of  the  entrances  to  the  castle.  When  it  grew 
dusk,  instead  of  going  round  the  garden  again, 
to  get  to  tlie  great  hall  door,  she  passed  through 
wicket  gate  which  le<l  by  a  back  way  to  the 

^anti-chamber,  where  her  servants  always  sat. 
Whilst  slowly  ascending  the  stairs,  she  imagined 
she  observed  upon  the  wall  the  sliadow  of  a 
mcin,  which  apppeared  to  precede  her  with  a 
rapid  step.       On  reaching  the  anti-chamber,   the 

door  of  which  stood  open,  she  anxiously  enquired 
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of  her  attendants  whether  any  stranger  had 
visited  the  castle  since  Lord  Longfield's  depar- 
ture ?  They  all  answered  in  the  negative,  adding 
that  the  great  gates  had  been  closed,  and  the 
guard  stationed  there,  since  sunset.  The  lady 
was  startled.  The  shadow  made  a  strong  impres- 
sion upon  her  mind,  for  she  had  distinctly  seen 
the  figure  upon  the  whitened  wall:  it  flitted 
before  her  like  a  ghost ! 

"  Being  a  woman  of  strong  mind  and  mascu- 
line resolution,  she  at  length  persuaded  herself 
it  was  ridiculous  to  think  more  of  a  circumstance 
that,  after  all,  might  be  the  effect  of  imagination. 
Having  supped,  she  summoned  her  chamber- 
maid to  light  her  to  her  apartment:  proceeding 
up  the  great  stairs,  they  entered  the  bed-room 
together ;  and,  as  the  flame  of  the  candle  fell 
upon  the  tapestry  opposite  the  door,  the  Lady 
Longfield  distinctly  saw  the  eyes  of  the  man  in  the 
hunting  dress  move;  or,  rather,  she  perceived 
that  holes  had  been  cut  in  the  tapestry,  and  that 
a  pair  of  living  eyes  peered  through  them  with', 
a  keen  and  penetrating  glance.  The  recollection.  ' 
of  the  shadow  she  had  seen  on  the  wall  now 
darted  across  her  mind,  and  assured  her  that  this 
must  have  been  the  person  who,  taking  advantage 
of  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  had  cntere<l  ll»e 
castle  to  rob  and,  perhaps,  jnurder  her  !  ^Vhat 
was  to  be  done?  Always  cool  and  collected,  it' 
immediately  occurred  to  her,  that,  situated  as 
they  were,    to   discover    the   smallest   symptoms 
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of  fear  or  trepidation  would  be  most  injudicious, 
and,  perhaps,  lead  to  the  destruction  of  both 
herself  and  her  attendant.  Appearing,  therefore, 
not  to  have  nolicfd  tliis  extraordinary  and  mys- 
terious circumstance,  she  proceeded  to  undress 
herself,  conceiving,  at  the  same  time,  a  plan  to 
ensnare  the  robber,  or  whoever  it  was  who  liad 
thus  concealed  himself.  The  chambermaid 
had  performed  her  usual  duties ;  she  wished  her 
mistress  good  night,  and  was  about  to  retire,  when 
it  occurred  to  the  I^ady  Longfield  to  desire  her, 
in  a  whisper,  to  call  up  the  men  servants  :  but, 
glancing  her  eye  towards  the  figure,  and  seeing 
tliat  she  was  closely  watched,  she  was  afraid  even  to 
follow  her  to  the  door. 

"  When  tlie  chambermaid  was  gone,  she  said 
aloud, '  I  must  lock  the  door,  and  then  I  will  look 
ut  my  diamonds  for  to-morrow's  wear.'  As  she 
went  towards  the  door,  she  thought  of  opening 
U  suddenly,  and  making  her  escape;  but,  hearing 
the  person  behind  the  tapestry  move,  and  sup- 
posing ho  was  ]>reparing  to  follow  her,  she 
boldly  turned  the  key,  exclaiming,  '  Since  I 
rgot  to  tell  my  woman  to  do  it,  I  must  clean 
[them  myself.'  Taking  the  candle,  she  entered 
tlie  small  dressing  room,  and  left  the  door 
wide  open.  It  was  so  situated  that  the  robber 
could  not  see  her  from  behind  the  tapestry;  but, 
as  she  opened  the  door,  she  heard  him  change 
his  position,  and  glide  round  the  room,  so  as  to 
he  able  to  discover  wliat  she  was  doing.     Siill» 


however,  she  betrayed  no  symptoms  of  alarm ; 
but  opened  the  casket,  took  out  her  diamond 
necklace,  cross,  and  ear  rings,  as  well  as  some 
bracelets,  and  ornaments  for  the  head,  which 
were  of  great  value:  after  brushing  and  cleaning 
them,  she  put  tliem  on,  examined  herself  in  the 
glass,  smiled,  and  seemed  pleased  with  her  appear- 
ance. When  this  was  all  done,  she  spread  them 
out  upon  the  table;  then,  rubbing  her  eyes 
and  gaping,  she  said  aloud,  '  My  eyes  are  lieavy; 
it  is  time  to  sleep.'  Having  repeated  her 
prayers,  she  undressed  herself  and  went  to  bed; 
lying  quite  still,  and  breatliing  hard,  as  if  fast 
asleep. 

"Your  honours  must  recollect  that  she  left 
the  dressing  room  door  open,  and  the  diamonds 
all  spread  out  upon  the  table.  Half  an  hour 
had  passed  away;  and,  hearing  nothing  move, 
she  began  to  think  her  eyes  and  ears  must 
have  deceived  her.  However,  this  state  of  suspense 
was  not  of  much  longer  duration.  Suddenly  she 
heard  the  sound  of  a  light  footstep  slowly 
creeping  towards  the  bed  :  it  stopped,  and  again 
all  was  silent.  As  she  lay  in  a  state  of  inde- 
Bcribable  alarm,  the  apartment  all  at  once  became 
illuminateil  by  a  strong  light;  and  she  saw  a  man 
Standing  in  the  centre  of  the  room  with  a  lan- 
tern in  his  hand  !  The  bright  side  being  turned 
towards  himself,  it  exposed  his  face,  and,  at  the 
I  Same  time,  the  naked  blade  of  a  very  large 
knife  with  which  he   was   armed.       The  Lady 
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Longfield  closed  her  eyes,   and,   putting   up  an 
inward  prayer  to  lieaven,  feigned  to  be  in  a  pro- 
Tound   sleep.       When    the   robber   came   to    the 
bed-side,    he  turned   the  lantern  so  as  to  shine 
upon  her  &ce ;  and,  raising  the  knife,   be  drew 
the  back  of  it  gently  across  her  tliroat.     She  did 
not  move  or  even  shudder  !      He  repeaie<l   the 
trial.     Although,   as    she    afterwards    confessed, 
she  then  felt  all  the  horrors  of   death,  yet  had 
site  so    much    command    of    herself   as    to   sup- 
press her  feelings,    and  not  even   to  shrink  or 
move    a  mnsde,    during  this  terri6c  visitation. 
The   ruffian    now   retired    a    few  steps,    but,    as 
if  not   altogether    satisfied,    he    returned ;    and, 
passing  the  back   of    the    knife,    for   the   third 
time,  across   her   throat,    said,   in  a  low    voice, 
•  No,  there 's  no  fear  of    her   liearing  me ;  she 
sleeps  sound :  I  Ml  not  murder  her.' 

"  '  If  the  robber  had  returned  to  the  bed  at 
that  instant,'  said  the  lady,  '  he  would  have 
discovered  that  I  was  awake ;  for  the  declaration 
of  his  intention  to  spare  my  life  made  my  heart 
audibly  palpitate  with  joy.' 

"The  man  then  went  round  the  bedstead 
into  the  dressing  room,  and,  having  spread  s 
cloth  on  the  table,  he  began  to  collect  all  the 
valuables  deposited  there.  Whilst  thus  engaged 
she  glided  softly  from  her  bed,  sprung 
across  tlic  floor,  closed  the  drcasing  room 
door,  and  double-locked  if,  before  he  had 
time  to  moke  the  smallest  effort  to  prevent  her. 
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She  then  rung  the  bell  violently,  unlocked , 
lier  door,  and  rushed  into  the  corridor ;  and, 
a  few  seconds,  the  servants  came  to  her  assist- 
ance. Lights  were  brought,  and  all  the  men,] 
to  the  number  of  ten  or  twelve,  armed  witbj 
muskets,  pistols,  and  clul»,  entered  the  chamber, ' 
and  seized  the  robber,  who,  of  course,  did  not] 
attempt   to   make  any  resistance. 

"  And  now,  your  honours,"  said  the  landlord, 
"  what  do  you  think  of  the  courage  of  Lady  Long-  , 
field  ?  By  m^-  soul  !  and  I  fancy  Uiere  's  many  a 
man   who  would    have  trembled  with  a  robber's  I 
knife  at  his  throat.     Tlie  back  of  a  cold  blade^ 
passing  over  one's  windpipe,  is  a  ticklish  sort  of  a ! 
thing,    your    honours:     I    would  sooner    have  a  I 
dozen   glasses  of  warm  punch  pass  inside  of  my 
gullet  than  have  the  outside  skin  offended  with 
cold  steel." 

"  Your  lady,  good  host,"  said  Cahlinan,  laugh- 1 
ing,  "  was  a  heroine  of  the  first  water ;  a  woman 
of  mind,  and  firmness  of  soul,  such  as  is  rarely 
found.  Thank  you  for  the  interesting  story; 
and  now  allow  me  to  replenish  your  glass,  that 
you  may  wash  the  inside  of  your  gullet,  as  you 
call  it." 

"  Yes,"  said  I,  "  but  we  must  accompany  him  ;" 
and,  filling  our  tumblers  at  the  same  time,  I  said, 
"  Here  'a  to  the  glorious  memory  of  the  courageous 
Lady  Longfield." 

The  landlord  was  much  pleased,  and  thanked 
us  witlj  a  low  bow;  and  then  bade  us  good  night. 
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When  he  presented  his  biU,  as  we  were  about 
to  depart,  we  were  struck  with  its  moderation, 
and  mentioned  it  to  him. 

"  By  my  soul  !  your  honours,"  said  he,  "  but 
I  would  sooner  entertain  you  for  nothing  at  all 
at  all,  than  some  men  for  their  money." 

We  tiianked  him  for  his  good-will,  and  purraed 
our  journey  towards  the  famous  race-course  or 
curragh  of  Kildare,  where  we  stopped  to  examine 
the  turf,  said  to  be  among  the  smootliest  and 
ilncBt  in  the  world.  From  thence  we  continued 
our  "route  direct  for  Kilkenny,  celebrate<l  in  the 
natural  histor}-  of  Ireland  for  its  coals;  and 
where  the  fire  is  said  to  burn  without  smoke,  and 
the  little  pigs  run  about  the  spacious  marble- 
paved  streets,  ready  roasted,  with  a  knife  and 
fork  sticking  in  their  backs,  and  squeaking 
out,  "  Come,  eat  me  !"  At  least,  this  was  the 
character  given  of  the  town  by  our  last  face- 
tious landlord,  who,  in  point  of  humour  and 
nationality,  ceded  to  none  of  the  innkeepers  we 
had  met  on  our  journey.  We  arrived  in  the 
evening:  it  was  cool,  and  the  landlord  had  or- 
dered a  coal  fire  to  be  lighted,  which  certainly 
burnt  with  great  brilliancy.  This  house  had  been 
particularly  recommended  by  our  story-telling 
landlord :  and  no  sooner  had  we  arrived  than 
Cahlitian  disappeared,  as  he  said,  "  to  reconnoitre 
the  family."  In  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  he 
returned  in  ecstasy. 

"  By  heavens  !"  said  he,   "  I  have  (alien  upoo 
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my  legs  !  Our  landlord  was  right  A  devilish 
handsome  woman  is  die  mistress  of  the  house; 
and  the  daughter  and  niece  are  both  smiling 
rosy- faced  girls:  so  I  am  anchored  for  some  days, 
at  least ;  and  probably  I  may  moor  my  ship  here 
for  a  month." 

"  Allow  me  to  clap  a  stopper  upon  your  nau- 
tical simile,"  said  I,  "  by  reminding  you  of  your 
promise  to  accompany  me  on  a  visit  to  my  friend 
St.  George,  whose  estate  lies  on  the  borders  of 
this  county." 

"  By  all  (hat's  lovely!"  cried  Cahlinan,  "  I 
would  not  quit  this  house  for  uiillions  I  Your 
friend  will  not  be  disappointed,  since  I  am  not 
acquainted  with  him.  Go,  and  remain  as  long 
as  you  like ;  for  my  part,  I  siiidl  be  perfectly  con- 
tented where  I  am."  Knowing  it  was  useless  to 
attempt  to  persuade  him,  when  a  tavern  keejjer's 
niece  and  daughter  were  in  the  question,  I  left 
him  to  amuse  himself  after  his  own  fashion;  and, 
early  the  next  morning,  I  set  off  on  my  intended 
visit. 

I  arrived  about  an  hour  or  two  before  dinner. 
My  friend  was  delighted  to  see  me,  and  introduced 
me  to  two  or  three  of  his  neighbours,  observing, 
they  must  endeavour  not  to  let  me  want  for 
amusement  during  the  lime  I  was  with  them. 

The  following  morning,  I  was  mounted  on  « 
beautiful  bay  luniter  belonging  to  St.  George, 
and  accompanied  him  to  meet  the  hounds.  After 
trying  several  coverts,   a    fox   was  found,  which 
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broke  gallantly  away  in  the  face  of  the  field. 
The  chase  was  a  very  severe  one:  it  lasted  upwards 
of  three  hours,  during  whicii  I  made  some  very 
hazardous  leaps.  When  the  hounds  ran  into  their 
game,  owing  to  liie  speed  of  my  horse,  I  was 
near  taking  the  brush,  and,  being  a  stranger,  re- 
ceived, in  consequence,  the  congratulations  of  the 
most  experienced  huntsmen.  The  sport  being 
endetl,  we  all  proceeded  to  dine  at  Mr.  Neville's, 
a  gentleman  of  %'ery  fine  manners,  strong  judg- 
ment, and  an  improved  mind  ;  but  I  was  most 
please<l  with  the  eloquent  manner  in  wiiich  he 
explained  the  causes  of  the  misery  and  wretched- 
ness that  oppress  the  population  of  Ireland.  His 
arguments  were  founded  on  striking  facts,  and 
carried  conviction  upon  the  face  of  them.  In- 
deed, his  experience  as  a  proprietor  living  on  his 
owTi  estate,  and  his  travels  through  various  parts 
of  the  country,  furnished  him  with  the  means  of 
exposing,  in  strong  colours,  the  false  and  per- 
nicious policy  adopted  by  the  government  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  following  day,  we  dined  in  a  large  party 
at  an  old  nobleman's,  the  uncle  of  my  friend,  who 
entertained  us  in  a  most  magnificent  style.  I 
was  much  struck  witli  the  appearance  of  the  an- 
cient family  mansion,  which,  although  of  a  black 
and  frowning  as{>cct,  was  a  fine  specimen  of  pure 
Gothic  architecture.  The  floor  and  wainscot  of 
the  principal  apartments  were  formed  of  Irish 
oak,  dark  and  discoloured  with  age ;  and,  being 
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rubbed   and  polished   with  wax,    tbey  reflected 

every  object  like  a  mirror,  and  it  required  mme 
rnntlon  to  walk  over  tlie  boards  vitbont  slipping 
III  tiiJM  undent  castle,  tlie  native  hocpitalitr  reigned 
in  all  its  pristine  splendour;  and  I  partook  of  it 
several  tiroes, 

Tlie  rountics  of  Tipperary  and  Kilkennj  join- 
ing oiu'ti  other  not  far  from  my  friend's  residence, 
wo  mnric  exciirsiotis  to  various  gentlemen's  seats 
in  both  of  ihcm  ;  and  my  time  passed  so  gaily, 
thai  (I'll  <layH  glldi'd  by  almost  imperceptibly.  It 
was  ihcii  tittle  to  return  to  Calilinan ;  though  I 
had  wmif  difliciihy  in  escaping  from  my  hospi- 
tabli'  eiilertaiiit'rs. 

1  Ibiind  him,  as  usual,  much  enamoured  of  bis 
new  iu'(|niuii(aiicfs,  whom  he  praised  extravaganilv 
(()!•  their  Ix'utiiy  mid  good  sense.  Tlie  fiunily 
Wfn>  i'f|iiiil1y  pleased  with  him  :  nor  was  tliis  to 
be  woiidi-reil  fii ;  for,  besides  being  an  amiable 
cuiiipaiiii)iu  he  was  generous  to  a  fault,  and  treated 
them  with  the  best  the  tavern  could  afibrd. 

Notwitlisliiiuliiig  his  wish  to  remain,  I  was  de- 
termined to  proceed  with  all  haste  to  the  capital, 
and,  therefore,  proposed  that  he  should  follow  me; 
but  ho  seemed  not  to  relish  the  idea  of  travelling 
alone,  and  reltictanily  yielded  to  my  solicitations. 
I  was  the  more  anxious  because  I  knew  I  should 
be  iiiiavoidahly  detained  some  days  in  Dublin  ; 
and,  luiviiig  lM>eii  so  long  absent  from  my  guar- 
dian, I  felt  the  strongest  desire  to  join  him  as 
speedily  a»  jxissible. 
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Accordingly,  the  following  morning  we  bade 
adieu  to  llie  enchanted  tavern ;  where,  to  judge 
from  liis  enthusiastic  encomiums  on  its  fair  oc- 
cupants, CahUnan  seemed  to  liave  left  his  heart. 
The  ladies,  on  their  part,  seemed  extremely  sorry 
to  part  witli  him;  wiiiist  the  host  declared  he  was 
the  most  generous  and  noble-hearted  gentleman 
he  ever  had  the  honour  of  entertaining. 

The  journey  from  Kilkenny  to  Dublin  was  not 
altogether  de^'oid  of  incident,  though  our  progress 
was  very  slow,  both  horses  and  equipage  being 
worse  than  on  any  previous  portion  of  the  road. 
Some  of  them  afforded  ample  subject  for  the 
pencil  of  a  caricaturist.  I  remember,  on  one 
occasion,  having  started  very  early  after  a  sleep- 
less nighl,  we  both  became  drowsy  and  fell  fast 
asleep,  while  the  chaise  went  jogging  on  at  a 
slow  rate.  Our  sleep,  I  imagine,  lasted  more  than 
an  hour,  and  then  I  was  suddenly  roused  by  a 
loud  noise;  and,  on  looking  through  the  glass,  I 
saw  se>'eral  large  carts,  &c.  passing  by,  while  our 
chaise  was  standing  before  the  door  of  a  dram- 
shop. No  driver  was  to  be  seen;  and,  concluding 
very  naturally  that  he  had  gone  in  to  regale  him- 
self, I  calle<l  aloud  for  him.  This  woke  C^hlinon, 
who,  when  he  saw  where  we  were,  fell  into  a 
violent  passioiu 

"What  an  impudent  rascal!"  said  he,  "to 
plant  us  in  the  road  and  go  drink  at  a  dram- 
shop !"  After  exerting  our  lungs  to  their  utmost* 
at  length  tlie  fellow  came  running  up  to  the  chaise 
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window  with  bis  hat  in  his  hand,  and  begged  to 
L'be  after  knowing  what  their  honours  would  please 
*tO  have? 

«  You  scoundrel !''  said  Cahllnan,  with  a  ter- 
rible look,  "•'  how  dare  you  quit  your  horses,  and 
leave  us  in  the  road,  wliile  you  are  getting 
drank?" 

"Och!"  replied  the  driver,  "I  beg  your 
honours  a  thousand  millions  of  pardons;  but,  the 
niorning  was  so  cold  and  damp,  I  was  obliged  lo 
swallow  a  noggin  of  whisky,  to  keep  the  fog  otT 
my  stomach.  By  Jasus  !  your  honours,  I  had  a 
shivering  all  over  me  like  a  man  with  the  ague." 

"  How  dare  you,"  continued  Cahlinan,  "  stop 
at  a  dram-shop  without  asking  our  permission  ? 
I  'II  have  you  punished  when  we  arrive  at  the 
post-house." 

"  Now,  your  honour,"  said  the  driver,  in  a  be- 
seeching tone,  "  only  be  after  listening  to  reason. 
How  could  I  ask  permission  of  your  honours, 
when  you  were  both  as  fast  asleep  as  the  babes  in 
the  wood  ?  By  Jasus !  and  I  w^ould  not  have 
broke  your  sweet  slumbers  for  all  the  world. 
Then,  your  honours,  see  what  a  cold  foggy  morn- 
ing !t  is,  for  a  poor  devil  that  went  to  bed  sup- 
'perlt>5s,  and  ate  nothing  at  all  at  all  the  whole 
night.  God  be  with  ould  mother  Morgan!  Until 
she  gave  me  a  drop  of  the  rratiir,  and  a  cold 
potatoe,  I  felt  such  a  wind  in  my  inside,  I  thought 
it  would  have  blown  my  heart  out  I  'd  scorn  to 
keep  your   honours, —  such   good-natured,  kind- 
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hearted  gentlemen, — a  minute  too  long  upon  tlie 
road  ;  and  you  shall  see  how  I  '11  make  mj  ponies 
trot  off  the  distance  in  dacent  style  to  the  station. 
Then  I  'm  sure  you  '11  be  after  tipping  roe  a  nate 
silver  sixpence." 

Before  tliis  speech  was  brought  to  a  con- 
clusion, Cahlinan  had  burst  into  a  hearty  laugh  ; 
on  jwrceiving  whicli,  the  driver  sprang  into  his 
•eat,  cracked  his  wliip,  and  whistled  sharply  to 
hia  horses,  whom  he  apostrophised  in  the  follow- 
ing style :  — 

"  Come,  cheer  up,  my  little  nags  !  Put  out 
your  strength,  you  dirty  spalpeens !  don't  you 
•ee  their  honours  are  in  a  hurry?  and  you  widdle 
waddle  like  old  mother  Mullan's  ducks.  I'll 
sweat  down  your  liide-bound  carcases,  or  I  '11 
know  what  you  're  made  of ! " 

This  only  increased  Cahlinan's  mirth  antl  good 
humour.  The  horses  were  small  and  miserable, 
yet  tlie  fellow  contrived  to  make  them  go  on  at  a 
round  pace,  and  in  a  short  time  we  readied  the 
station.  The  first  thing  Cahlinan  did,  after  our 
arrival,  was  to  give  the  driver  a  piece  of  silver ; 
and  I  followed  his  example.  The  poor  fellow 
uUed  off  his  hat,  and  said,  he  hoped  the  best  of 
luck  would  attend  us ;  adding,.  "  God  be 
with  the  mothers  that  bore*  ye,  for  their  milk 
must  have  been  rich  and  generous  !" 

"  There 's  an  eloquent  blessing  for  you  !"  said 
Cahlinan  :  "  I  could  find    iu    my    heart    to   give 
the    fellow    another  half   crown  for  speak  mg  so 
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well  of  ray  mother,  who,  peace  be  to  her  seal  f 
was  a  poor,  thin,  lank,  native  of  South  America. 
He  must  hare  intended  the  compliment  for  the 
father  who  begot  me.  It  was  only  a  littJe  mis- 
take in  the  sex :  for  he  was  an  Ireland  man,  of 
fine  complexion,  stout,  and  well  made." 

We  continued  our  journey  as  rapidly  as  lean 
horses,  brokcn-tlown  carriages,  rotten  rope-har- 
ness, and  their  attendant  mishaps,  would  permit ; 
but,  in  spite  of  all  these  disagreements,  we  were 
kept  in  good  temper  by  the  genuine  humour  of 
the  postillions.  We  were  amused  to  hear  them 
exclaim,  when  the  poor  animals  could  hardly  be 
made  to  raise  a  trot,  "  Och  !  that  ever  I  was  born 
to  drive  such  bastes  of  burthen,  that  hav'n't  ate 
oats  for  a  month  of  Sundays.  May  the  devil  run 
a  hunting  with  the  master  and  the  nags  to- 
gether !" 

As  we  ascended  a  steep  hill,  a  part  of  the  har- 
ness suddenly  gave  way,  and  the  poor  animal 
to  which  it  belonged  was  almost  thrown  upon  his 
knees.  Nothing  daunted  by  this  untoward  ac- 
cident, the  postillion  exclaimed,  witli  affected  in- 
dignation, "  There,  your  honours,  who's  to  blame 
now  ?  By  Jasus  !  here  's  not  two  ends  of  a  rope 
tliat  hang  together;  and  the  leather  thongs  are 
like  the  skin  of  a  rotten  apple." 

"  Well,"  said  I,  '<  and  what  is  to  be  done?" 
-'••God    be    with   your   honours!"   repUed    tlie 
fellow :    "  only    be   after   taking   half  an   hour's 
patience,  and  I  '11  be  off  again  in  a  minute." 
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"  But  what  is  the  matter?"  asked  Cahlinan. 
*•  Tell  us  what  has  happened  ?" 

"  Nothing  at  all  at  all,  your  honour  !  No  very 
big  misfortune :  only  the  traces  of  the  off  horse 
have  snapped  short  off,  and  one  of  the  spokes  lias 
fallen  out  of  tlie  hind  wheel.  I  '11  soon  put  all  to 
rights  again  !" 

"  Zounds  !"  cried  Cahlinan,  in  a  fright,  "  we 
shall  have  our  necks  broke  !  If  one  spoke  has 
fiUlen  out,  the  rest  will  soon  follow." 

■*•  Make  yourself  asy,  your  honour,"  said  the 

driver;  "  I  Ml  cobble  them  all  up  in  less  than  no 

I  time.     By  Jasus !  but  I  '11  make  them  all  as  tight, 

I  and  as  fast,  with  tliese  old  rotten  ropes,  as  if  they 

I  were  new.     I  wish  my  {wor  brother  James's  neck 

was  in  as  little  danger  as  your  honour's." 

"  Wliy  ?"  said  I,  "  what  has  happened  to  your 
brotlier?" 

"  Och  !  nothing,  your  honour;  oidy  he  had  an 
awkward  way  of  skinning  other  men's  sheep  :  and 
tliey  talk  of  making  his  neck  an  inch  or  two 
longer,  to  keep  him  quiet." 

"  Pray,"  said  Cahlinan,  "  don't  talk  with  him 
now  about  his  brother.  Don't  you  hear  him  say 
tliat  the  ropes  are  all  old  and  rotten  ?  How  the 
devil,  then,  will  he  keep  this  tottering  machine 
together  ?" 

"  Be  asy,  your  honour,"  replied  tlie  driver; 
I  *•  that 's  only  a  way  we  have  of  spaking.  To  be 
[sure,  and  the  ropes  are  a  litde  ould  and  thft 
I  5 


178 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY    OF 


worse  for  wear,  but  1  'H  pick  out  the  sound  ends, 
and  tie  them  as  fast  as  rock  thunder." 

In  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  liour  all  was 
mended :  tlie  driver  took  his  seat  again,  whisthng, 
and  speaking  to  his  "  high-boned  nags,"  as  he 
called  them. 

"  Look,  your  honour,"  said  he,  turning  himself 
round  in  the  saddle,  and  peeping  in  at  the  chaise 
window  with  an  air  of  ludicrous  self-satisfaction, 
"  see  hownatfly  they  handle  their  feet :  by  Jasus! 
you  might  take  them  for  dancing-masters,'' 

Altogether,  we  certainly  cut  a  very  laughable 
figure.  But  the  appearance  of  the  driver  was 
unicjiie;  and,  like  the  equipage  he  drove,  certainly 
bore  little  resemblance  to  those  neat  and  well- 
appointed  brethren  of  the  whip  who  conduct  tra- 
vellers from  stage  to  stage  on  the  roads  of  merry 
England.  He  wore  a  loose,  blue  surtout,  full  of 
holes  and  patches,  the  Round-made  parts  being 
threadbare ;  and  it  seemed  to  have  been  originally 
made  for  a  person  of  at  least  twice  his  bulk.  An 
old  rusty  wig  covered  his  head,  over  which  a 
ragged  crowuless  hat,  with  a  broken  pipe  stuck  in 
the  band,  was  fixed  knowingly  on  one  side.  His 
breeches,  unlike  those  of  Hudibras,  were  not  of 
"  ragged  woollen,"  but  of  leather,  well  lackered 
with  grease;  and  his  black  yarn  stockings,  un- 
conscious of  garters,  hung  in  folds  upon  his  legs  ; 
whilst  his  toes  peeped  forth  from  a  pair  of  worn- 
out  brogues,  die  upjx^r  leathers  and  soles  of  which  ' 
seemed   destined  soon  to  part   company.     In   i 
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word,  judging  from  his  exterior,  he  seemed  the 
personification  of  misery  and  wretcliedness :  yet 
he  was  a  merry  devil,  full  of  life  and  humour; 
and  possessed  such  a  sly  look,  and  answered  so 
readily  and  wittily  to  every  question,  tliat  we  were 
constantly  in  a  roar  of  kuigliter.  The  fellow 
seemed  perfectly  to  understand  the  impression  his 
wit  and  appearance  had  produced  upon  us,  and 
he  omitted  no  opportiniity  of  exciting  our  mirth. 
Indeed,  I  was  not  sorry  when  we  separated ;  for 
he  kept  me  laughing  so  incessantly,  that  my  sides 
ached.  However,  it  was  impossible  not  to  com- 
passionate his  miserable  plight ;  and  I  felt  much 
gratification  in  following  the  example  of  Cahtinan, 
who  made  him  a  very  liberal  present.  It  was 
then  the  native  Irish  character  exhibited  itself. 
Astonished  by  this  unexpected  good  fortune,  his 
eyes  overflowed  with  tears;  and,  in  the  fullness  of 
liis  gratitude,  he  prayed  to  God  to  pour  down 
his  choicest  blessings  on  our  heads.  My  com- 
panion clapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  saying, — 

"  Thank  you,  my  honest  fellow,  for  your  goo<l 
wishes;  and  may  your  genuine  wit  and  humour 
always  serve  you  as  it  has  done  to-day." 

After  remaining  a  week  in  the  Irish  capital, 
we  embarked  on  board  an  English  packet,  and 
were  pleased  to  find  ourselves,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours,  safely  arrived  at  Holyhead,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  channel.  We  travelled  on  what 
ia  called  the  great  north  road,  through  several 
manufacturing  towns,  whose  flourishing  condition 
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made  them  objects  of  the  deepest  interest.  Cah- 
linan,  in  spite  of  his  affected  indifference,  paid 
great  attention  to  all  those  objects  which  are 
worthy  of  attracting  a  man  of  sense  and  observ- 
ation. He  eulogised,  in  eloquent  terms,  the  in- 
dustry, activity,  frugalitj',  good  faith,  and  moral 
excellence  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  ;  whose 
government  and  national  institutions  he  declared 
were  incomparable,  and  unequalled  in  any  other 
kingdom  of  Europe.  Every  step  we  advanced 
offered  some  new  subject  for  admiration. 

In  my  turn,  I  also  dwelt  with  ardour  upon  the 
solidity  of  the  "overnment,  the  national  wealth 
and  lofty  public  spirit  by  which  her  power  was 
upheld.  He  had  formerly  disputed  tliese  points 
with  me ;  but,  now  we  were  on  the  spot,  he  con- 
fessed his  error,  and  cheerfully  yielded  certain 
points  which  he  had  obstinately  contested  whilst 
in  America.  Wlien  I  reminded  liim  of  his  former 
opposition,  he  said :  "  I  confess  my  error.  The 
only  true  metliod  of  forming  a  correct  judgment 
of  a  government,  and  a  nation,  is  to  visit  and 
observe  tliem  nearly  ;  to  contemplate  the  moral 
character  of  the  people,  and  the  administration 
of  the  laws  when  in  full  operation.  Those  who, 
like  me,  may  have  adopted  notions  from  hearsay 
or  prejudice*!  travellers,  will  also,  like  me,  be 
obliged  to  retract  their  opinions." 

After  this  confession,  which  was  a  proof  of 
Cahlinan's  good  sense  and  judgment,  I  praised 
his   candour,  and  cautiously  forbore  to  remind 
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him  of  those  democratic  notions  which  I  was 
happy  to  see  vanisti  before  tlie  influence  of  sounder 
principles.  But  liis  reformation  was  not  perma- 
nent ;  it  lasted  onlj'  whilst  he  was  conversing  with 
you :  for  he  was  a  man  of  unsettled  principles, 
who,  although  not  inclined  to  do  evil,  yet  hated 
all  moral  and  political  restraint,  which  he  pre- 
tended was  an  infringement  of  his  natural  rights. 
But  my  intercourse  with  tliis  eccentric  and,  in 
some  respects,  amiable  character  was  shortly  to 
have  an  end.  He  iiad  been  in  London  when  a 
boy,  and,  imagining  that  he  recollected  all  tlie 
princi(>al  streets,  hotels.  Sec,  recommended  me  to 
put  up  at  the  Guildhall  coffee-house,  as  a  place  of 
fashionable  resort :  and  to  this,  being  an  entire 
novice,  I  assented.  When  we  arrived,  I  was 
vexed  to  find  we  were  in  the  crowdeti,  commercial 
part  of  the  city ;  and  the  house  was  so  full  of 
guests  that  there  were  but  two  small  rooms, 
on  the  third  story,  vacant ;  to  which  we  mounted 
by  a  narrow,  dirty,  back  stair-case.  Cahlinan, 
however,  said  he  had  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
the  landlord,  and  seemed  delighted  with  its  very 
obscurity.  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  tell  him 
that,  though  sorry  to  lose  his  society,  yet,  having 
also  letters  of  introduction  to  genteel  people,  re- 
siding in  a  different  quarter  of  the  town,  as  well 
as  my  guardian's  taste  to  consult,  I  could  not 
consent  to  remain  there.  Here  our  intimacy 
ended :  I  never  met  him  again,  but  heard  that  he 
bad  returned  to  America,  where  he  died  a  year 
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or  two  after  his  marriage  with  the  widow  of  an 
innkeeper,  who  had  three  or  four  children. 

Thus  terminated  the  career  of  a  man  whom 
nature  had  endowed  with  excellent  talents,  and 
whose  acquirements  were  far  above  raediocri^ ; 
but  whose  habits,  principles,  and  opinions  were 
altogether  in  opposition  to  those  of  civilised  so- 
ciety*. He  had  acquired  an  unconquerable  dis- 
gust for  the  best  rules  of  social  order  and  decorum; 
and,  having  in  his  youth  read  die  productions  of 
those  philosophers  who,  in  their  enmity  to  • 
certain  sect,  attacketl  the  sacred  principles  of  our 
religion,  he  was  in  reality  a  free-thinker,  not- 
withstanding the  fine  speeches  he  sometimes 
uttered  on  moral  subjects :  and  he  closed  his  wild, 
independent  life  where  he  began  it,  —  in  a  tavern. 
"  Sic  transit  gloria  niundi !  " 

My  meeting  with  my  guardian  was  like  that 
of  an  affectionate  son  with  a  father.  I  gave  him 
a  succinct  account  of  my  journey  and  adventures 
since  we  separated  ;  which  liad  been  all  faithfully 
recorded  in  my  note-book. 

"  My  object,"  said  I,  "  is  to  sketch  my  own 
life  and  travels ;  —  to  praise  without  flattery,  and 
blame  without  malice :  introducing  any  stories 
or  anecdotes  having  a  moral  tendency,  and 
recording  the  opinions  of  persons  in  every  situa- 
tion of  life,  for  the  amusement  and  instruction  of 
my  readers." 

Being  unsuccessful  in  ray  endeavours  to 
a  cadetship  in  the  East  India  Company's 
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my  guardian  propoBcd  that  we  should  return  to 
America,  and  proceed  iVom  thence  to  China ; 
there  being  a  hris^k  trade  maintained  between 
Philiidelphia  and  Canton,  tlie  great  commercial 
sea-port  of  the  latter  country.  It  was  fortunate 
that  we  engaged  our  passage  at  an  early  period, 
to,  for  several  days  before  the  time  fixed  for  her 
departure,  every  hole  and  corner  of  the  ship  were 
occupied.  Several  ladies  took  the  cabin,  and  the 
steerage  was  as  full  as  possible ;  besides  a  sort  of 
double  forecastle,  for  passengers  of  the  lower 
class,  near  where  the  sailors  lived :  so  that  we 
were  literally  crowded  with  all  sorts  and  descrip- 
tions of  people.  The  vessel  being  what  is  called 
a  packet,  sailing  constantly  with  passengers  be- 
tween London  and  Philadelphia,  the  captain  was, 
of  course,  well  prepared  for  their  reception.  He 
also  carried  merchandise  on  freight;  and,  what 
iqtpeared  to  me  extraordinary,  a  quantity  of  nitric 
and  vitriolic  acid,  in  demijohns  and  bottles  packed 
in  cases.  The  former  were  stowed  in  the  launch, 
and  the  latter  were  secured  upon  the  deck  with 
cleats:  this,  I  afterwards  found,  was  the  place 
allotted  for  such  dangerous  articles ;  for,  if  they 
bad  been  put  under  deck,  the  underwriters  would 
Iiave  refused  to  insure  the  ship. 

Our  cabin  passengers  amounted  to  thirty  souls, 
men,  women  and  children ;  in  the  steerage  there 
were  seventy  or  eighty ;  and  in  the  double  fore- 
castle about  twenty  men. 

We  joined  the  vessel   in  the  Thames,  and  de- 
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ided  the  river  with  a  fine  fair  wind.  From  *"! 
wish  to  improve  myself  in  practical  sailing, 
which  I  had  still  much  to  learn,  it  was  agreed' 
that  I  should  do  the  duty  of  mate ;  of  course  re»i 
serving  to  myself  all  the  privileges  of  a  passenger. 
On  the  third  day  after  our  departure,  tlve  captain  ' 
hastily  came  to  me  on  the  quarter  deck,  saying, — '' 

"  The  wind  has  changed  suddenly,  and  come  * 
right  in  our  teeth.     See  how  the  ship  begins  to 
pitch  !  all  tlie  passengers  are  sea  sick,  and  so  is 
my  second  officer,  who  is  a  young  sailor  ;   I  must ' 
therefore  bc^  you  will  take  the  watch  upon  deck, 
whilst  the  chief  mate  seeseverj-  thing  well  secured' 
below.     My  third  officer  will  be  in  the  waist:  as 
to  myself,  1  must  be  every  where ;  for,  in  a  pa*- 
senger  ship,   we  have   many  things  to  look  after 
beside  the  duty  of  a  s£>aman."     I  said,   nothing' 
could  be  more   agreeable;   as  I  was   never  sea 
sick,  and  loved  to  be  actively  employed.     In  an 
instant  I  was  at  my  post.     The  wind  blew  vio- 
lently in  opposition  to  the  ebb  tide,  and  we  were 
beating  down  the  channel  against  a  short,  heavy,' 
head   sea,  which  made  the  ship  so  uneasy,  that ' 
every  land  lubber  on  board  was  as  sick  as  a  dog. 
In  less  than  an  hour,  not  a  passenger  was  to  be 
seen  upon  deck ;  and,  at  dinner  time,  the  captain, 
my  guardian,  and  myself,  were  the  only  persons 
who  came   to    table.     This  abominable  weather 
continued  three  days,  until  we  got  well  down  the 
channel,  and  found  Falmouth  harbour  witliin  a 
few  miles  under  our  lee.     As  the  wind  still  con- 
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tinued  steady  against  us,  witli  a  probability  of  its 
remaining  so  for  some  days  longer,  and  the  ship 
laboured  severely,  the  captain  determined  to  run 
into  port,  and  await  the  return  of  better  weather 
and  a  fair  wind.  In  two  houre  after  this  decision, 
it  being  my  watch  upon  deck,  I  had  the  ship 
safely  anchored  in  still  water  ;  where  she  laid  land- 
locked, and  as  motionless  as  if  she  had  been  in 
tlie  river.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  joy  and 
surprise  of  the  passengers,  particularly  the  ladies, 
when  they  found  themselves,  all  of  a  sudden,  so 
much  at  their  ease ;  and,  in  an  liour  after  the 
I  Tessel  was  at  anchor,  they  came  forth  like  butter- 
f  flies  on  a  sunny  day. 

We  remained  at  Falmouth  three  days  before 
I  tJie  wind  changed,  which  gave  the  passengers  an 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  shore,  where,  indeed, 
1  they  spent   the  greater  part  of  their   time ;  the 
[country  round  being  beautiful,  —  and  there  was  a 
[good  hotel  to  accommodate  them.     However,  the 
fourth  day,  about  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  blue  Peter 
was  hoisted  at  the  fore-top-mast  head,  and  a  sig- 
nal fired  for  sailing.     This  brought  our  scattered 
flock  together,  and  in  another  hour  we  were  again 
pursuing  our  foaming  course  upon  the  wide  ceru- 
[lean   ocean;    with  a  fresh   and  fair  breeze,   that 
[  made  our  good  ship  wind  six  to  seven  knots  per 
hour  off  die  reel,  without  disturbing  the  stomachs 
'  of  her  guests. 

At  dinner  time  the  whole  party  made  their  ap- 
pearance at  the  table,  and  they  all  seemed  gay 
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and  good-lmmoureil,  except  a  pompous  old  lady? 
with  a  daughter  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
a  youog  foppish  acquaintance,  who  allected  the 
airs  of  a  man  of  fasliion  and  fortune.  His  atten- 
tions were  evidently  disagreeable  to  the  young 
lady«  but  the  mother  encouraged  them  ;  in  hopes, 
perhaps,  of  exciting  competitors. 

The  amazing  appetites  of  the  whole  party  realiv 
surprised  me,  for  they  partook  of  breakfast,  dinner, 
tea,  and  supper,  with  undiminished  keenness;  while 
my  guardian  and  myself  excited  universal  surprise 
because  we  only  ale  at  breakfast  and  dinner.  I 
kept  my  watch  regularly  in  turn,  and  slept  sound 
when  off  duty.  In  the  dog  watches,  I  amused  my- 
self by  conversing  with  two  very  pretty,  well-be- 
haved women,  steerage  passengers,  the  wives  of  two 
mechanics ;  who,  having  been  particularly  recom- 
mended to  the  captain,  were  allowed  a  place  on 
the  break  of  the  quarter-deck.  1  found  one  of 
them  exceedingly  well  informed ;  and  she  in- 
terested me  the  more  from  having  a  beautiful 
child  at  the  breast,  whose  smiling  features  were 
truly  angelic.  The  old  lady,  who  was  putting  for- 
ward her  daughter  on  all  occasions,  remarked  to 
the  other  passengci-s  "  that  she  was  sui"prised  to  see 
a  young  man  of  my  rank  and  fashion  stoop  to  pay 
attention  to  vulgar  mechanics'  wives,  when  there 
were  so  many  genteel,  well-bred  ladies  on  board." 

This  was  faithfully  reported  to  me  by  the  otlier 
female  passengers;  bill  I  took  no  notice  of  it,  and 
continued  my  usual  habits.     At  lengtli  I  remarked 
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the  infant,  which  attracted  the  attention  of  every 
one,  began  to  grow  pale  and  thin,  and  seemed  to 
languish  without  any  apparent  cause.  I  also  fre- 
quently surprised  the  husband  and  wife  weeping 
biJterly.  The  mother  would  press  her  child  fondly 
to  her  bosom,  whilst  the  tear  drops  rolled  in 
streamR  down  her  cheeks.  I  was  moved  to  see 
persons  so  dejected  who  had  hitherto  been  among 
the  gayest  and  liveliest  on  board  ;  and,  without  far- 
ther ceremony,  insisted  upon  knowing  the  cauae. 
They  were  both  too  much  affected  to  speak ;  but 
their  female  friend  soon  put  me  in  possession  of 
the  source  of  their  grief. 

"  Alas,  sir,"  said  she,  "  these  poor  people  have 
nothing  to  live  on  but  salt  meat  and  biscuit.  The 
woman's  milk,  in  consequence,  is  so  reduced,  that 
her  child,  too  young  to  be  weaned,  is  half  starved. 
Take  compassion  and  assist  them,  or  that  poor  in- 
fant will  not  survive  another  week  !" 

Shocked  at  this  recital,  I  could  not  help  severely 
reprimanding  the  father  for  his  false  delicacy  in 
endangering  the  life  of  his  child,  sooner  than  ex- 
plain his  wants  to  me,  who  had  always  treated 
him  in  a  very  friendly  manner.  I  immediately 
went  to  the  captain,  whom  I  knew  to  be  a 
humane,  charitable  man,  and  told  him  what  I  had 
discovered. 

"  My  God  !"  he  exclaimed,  "that  little  seraph! 

hWliy,  if  it  was  the  last  bit  of  fresh  meal  I  had  in 

p  the  ship,  and  a  thousand  pounds  beside,  I  would 

give  all  sooner  tlian  lose  such  a  sweet,  engagutft 
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infant.  *Tis  true,  we  have  not  made  moi'e  tlian 
half  our  passage  yet,  and  the  cabin  passengers 
maj'  grumble;  but  we  must  manage,  some  how  or 
other,  to  feed  this  poor  woman  with  fresh  food." 

"  Will  you  consent,"  said  I,  "  that  I  should 
send  her  my  portion  every  day  ? — for  I  can  live  on 
salt  meat ;  indeed,  I  prefer  it." 

"  By  all  means,"  he  replied ;  *'  and  I  sliall 
always  add  something;  besides,  as  I  see  you  never 
drink  porter,  though  my  passengers  are  allowed  a 
bottle  each  per  day,  I'll  order  your  allowance  to 
be  sent  to  her,  and  God  grant  the  lovely  child  may 
soon  recruit  its  strength."  He  smiled  as  he  added, 
"  But,  remember,  the  ladies  will  talk  scandal  of 
you  and  the  mechanic's  wife." 

"  That  will  give  me  no  uneasiness,"  I  rejoined, 
"  as  long  as  my  conscience  is  free,  and  you  ap- 
prove of  my  conduct.  IS'o  doubt,  both  you  and  I 
will  be  attacked  by  the  old  dowager.  However, 
let  the  women  prate  and  say  what  they  like, — they 
cannot  offend  me;  but,  if  any  of  the  geiitlemeti 
interfere,  I  shall  then  show  my  teeth." 

"  Well  said,  honest  brother  tar,"  cried  the 
old  captain  ;  "  here's  my  hand  ;  you  shall  find  me 
stand  by  you  on  all  occasions." 

This  point  settled,  I  felt  strong  in  my  position, 
and  made  arrangements  to  feed  the  poor  woman  ' 
every  day  with  fresli  food.  My  soup,  &c.  was 
Bent  to  her  from  the  cabin  table,  and  almost  all 
the  passengers  contributed  occasionally,  except 
the  old  dowager  and  her  foppish  friend.     Theilf  ^ 
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dioatisfaction  was  evident,  but  they  said  nothing 
openly.  The  next  time  I  saw  the  young  woman 
and  her  husband  they  both  burst  into  tears,  and 
the  latter  pressed  my  hand  to  his  heart.  Every 
one  was  delighted  to  witness  the  mother's  improv- 
ing health,  and  the  rose's  bloom  again  upon  the 
cheeks  of  her  infant,  except  thai  envious  old  witch, 
who  detested  nie  from  the  commencement,  as  I 
learned  from  the  other  ladies,  because  I  did  not  pay 
attention  to  her  daughter.  At  length,  one  day, 
when  my  plate  was  about  to  be  despatched,  as 
usual,  the  young  man  told  the  servant,  with  a 
commanding  air,  to  bring  it  to  him,  for  that  it 
was  high  time  to  put  a  stop  to  the  practice  of 
sending  tilings  from  the  cabin  table  to  hussies  in 
the  steerage." 

I  immediately  rose,  and,  after  desiring  the  man 
to  do  as  he  was  ordered,  I  told  the  young  gentle- 
man that,  if  ever  he  dared  to  intercept  my  plate 
again,  I  should  treat  him  as  such  impertinence 
deserved. 

;  "  Do  you  mean  to  insult  me,  sir  ?"  he  exclaimetl. 
"  I  do,  sir,"  said  I ;  "  and  now  tell  you,  without 
farther  ceremony,  that,  if  ever  you  interfere  with 
me  in  any  way,  I  'U  pull  your  ears  before  the 
whole  company." 

"  You  shall  hear  from  me,"  he  replied,  in  con- 
siderable agitation. 

I  coolly  observed  that  I  was  ready  to  hear  every 
thing  except  his  impertinence;  and  for  that  1 
should  cliastise  him. 
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with  it,  because  I  always  act  so  as  to  endeavour 
to  do  justice  to  all  and  to  offend  none.  This 
gentleman  ({Ktinting  to  me)  had  my  permission  to 
send  his  allowance  to  a  poor  woman  in  the  steer- 
age, whose  health,  and  that  of  her  infant,  were  suf- 
fering from  want  of  fresii  food.  As  hep«iys  for  his 
pnuge,  as  well  as  you,  he  has  a  right  to  give  his 

kibod  to  whom  he  pleases.     His  conduct,  therefore, 

[has  my  sanction,  and  I  shall  support  him  against 

'any  one  who  attempts  to  interfere." 

This  decided  speech  put  an  end  to  tlie  business 
for  the  present :  but  the  moment  the  young  gentle- 
man came  upon  deck  I  went  up  to  him,  and  wiiis- 
pered  in  his  ear, —  "  Reflect  seriously,  my  friend, 

1  on  your  imprudent  conduct ;  for  unless  you  beg  my 

Lpardon  at  dinner  to-morrow,  before  all  the  pas- 
prs,  I  promise  you  a  good  horsewhipping  the 
first  time  I  meet  you  on  shore:  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  mechanic,  who  is  a  man  of  spirit,  will 
also  give  you  a  thrashing  for  insulting  his  wife." 
Then,  turning  on  my  heel,  I  k-ft  him,  to  attend  to 
the  duty  of  the  ship. 

•lust  before  supper  was  ready  he  came  to  me  and 

[•aid,  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  several  of  the  pas- 
prs  that  he  was  decidetUy  in  the  wrong,  he 
snded  to  apologise  to  me  at  supper.  This  he 
performed,  adding,  that  he  hoped  the  harmony 
which  had  previously  existed  would  be  now  per- 

I  fcctly  restored. 
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sailors  instantly  handed  to  me  in  buckets.  The 
contents  of  the  first  fell  upon  the  hay,  and  seemed 
to  produce  some  effect ;  but  the  second  made  the 
flame  burst  forth  again  in  huge  volumes,  inter- 
mingled with  smoke,  which  encompassed  me, 
burnt  my  shirt  from  my  shoulders,  and  almost 
Bmothered  me. 
'I  scrambled  with  difficulty  over  the  side  of  the 
neb,  and  fell  upon  the  deck.  My  agony  was 
reat  that,  jumping  up,  I  should  have  rushed 
over  the  waist  into  the  sea,  had  not  the  sailors 
caught  me  in  their  arms.  By  this  time  the  voice 
of  the  captain  was  heard  ordering  the  helm  down, 
to  bring  the  ship  to  the  wind.  The  main-sheet 
being  hauled  up,  the  other  sails  were  prevented 
from  catching  fire ;  for  the  wind  had  increase*!, 
and  the  flame  that  now  burst  forth  again,  by  luff- 
ing the  vessel  in  the  wind,  made  a  curve  over  the 
side  of  the  launch,  instead  of  rising  perpendicu- 
larly, as  it  would  have  done  but  for  the  presence 
of  mind  displayed  by  the  captain. 

As  soon  as  I  was  a  little  recovered,  I  went  to 
work  again,  throwing  the  cases  containing  the 
nitric  acid  into  the  sea,  and  then,  jumping  on  the 
stem  of  the  launch,  threw  water  into  her  as  fast 
as  the  sailors  could  hand  it  up ;  the  first  officer 
vigorously  seconding  me  at  the  head  of  the  boat. 
After  about  an  hour's  hard  labour  we  got  the  fiie 
completely  extinguished  :  but  it  had  burnt  through 
the  bottom  of  the  launch  and  the  coamings  of  the 
hatches;  and,  if  the  rest  of  the  dangerous  liquid 
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ward  to  meet  us,  shaking  us  by  the  hands,  and 
thanking  us  aloud  for  our  steady  conduct  and 
perseverance  in  the  hour  of  danger.  The  ladies 
screamed  as  we  passed  them ;  for  we  were  frightful 
figures,  our  hair  being  3inge<l,  and  our  shirts  burnt 
fix)ni  our  backs,  exposing  the  red  blotches  and 
blisters  with  which  our  shoulders  were  covered. 

On  returning  to  the  crew,  with  the  captain's 
thanks  and  a  dram  for  each,  they  gave  three  thun- 
dering cheers  that  made  the  good  ship  tremble  to  her 
lower  futtocks.  Indeed,  nothing  could  exceed  the 
courage  and  activity  of  the  sailors  from  the  com- 
mencment :  but,  cool  and  intrepid  amidst  dangers, 
they  never  think  of  perishing  until  the  very  last  mo- 
ment, or  ever  give  up  whilst  a  timber  of  the  ship 
holds  together.  The  orders  of  their  oflBcers  they 
obey  with  alacrity  and  good  will,  and  the  more  so 
when  they  see  them  courageous  and  undaunted. 
Few  men  possess  so  much  real  valour  and  firmness, 
and  such  a  perfect  resignation  to  the  dispensations 
of  heaven.  "  The  will  of  God  be  done,"  say  they : 
and  "  when  our  time  comes  we  must  go."  Generous, 
brave,  candid,  and  hating  duplicity,  the  sailor  is 
open  and  honest  in  his  dealings :  though  he  some- 
times runs  in  debt  to  his  landlord,  it  is  not  done 
intentionally  to  deceive  him,  but  from  a  miscal- 
culation of  his  resources,  or  rather  from  no  cal- 
culation at  all.  It  must  be  acknowledged  tliey  are 
an  unthinking  class  of  men,  —  I  mean  as  regards 
wealth, — and  seldom  make  any  provision  for  sick- 
ness or  old  age.  Conceiving  themselves  exposed 
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to  die  risk  of  perishing  al  every  instant,  they  say, 
**  we  will  live  while  we  may,"  aiid  take  no  note  of 
*the  morrow,  or  any  thing  else  that  can  disturb  the 
enjoyment  of  the  present.  Perhaps,  after  all, 
they  are  right :  for  we  see  many  much  less  ex- 
posed, and  living  peaceably  on  shore,  who,  as  Jack 
says,  "  are  constantly  taking  trouble  at  interest," 
and  dousing  their  top-gallants  to  everj-  trifling 
squall,  for  fear  of  carrjing  away  a  spar ;  whilst  a 
true  sailor  watches  his  flying  kites,  and  sees  the 
masts,  spars,  and  booms  bend  again  before  he 
flinches  or  takes  a  single  reef!  Thus  he  sails 
through  life,  until,  grim  death  giving  him  a  shot 
between  wind  and  water,  he  founders  in  the 
ocean  of  eternity. 

I  shall  here  present  my  readers  with  some  verses 
called  ''  The  Mariner's  Dream,"  as  being  highly 
descriptive  of  the  vicissitudes  of  a  seaman's  life. 
The  melody  of  the  versification,  added  to  the 
trutlj  and  richness  of  the  painting,  must  plead  my 
excuse  for  its  insertion  :  — 


THE  MARINER'S  DREAM. 

"  In  the  blumbers  of  midnight,  the  sailor  bor  lay, 
.    His  haiutnock  swung  louse  to  the  sport  of  the  wind ; 
But,  watch-worn  and  wciury,  his  cares  sped  away. 
And  visions  of  happiness  danced  o'er  his  mind. 

He  thought  of  his  home  and  bis  dear  native  bowers. 
And  pleasures  that  wait  on  life's  merry  morn ; 

Whilst  Memory  stood  sideways,  half  cover'd  with  flowers. 
And  displayed  every  rose,  but  secreted  each  thorn. 


AN   IHISH  TRAVELLER.  197 

Kow  Fancy  her  magical  pinions  spread  wide, 
Aiid  bade  the  youn;;  dreamer  in  ecstasy  rise : 

Now,  far.  Tar  behind  liim  the  green  waters  glide. 
And  the  cot  of  bin  forefathers  blesses  his  eyes  I 

The  jeMamine  clainlxrs  in  flowers  o'er  the  thatcli, 

And  the  swallow  hings  sweet  from  his  nest  in  the  waU : 

All  trembling  with  transport  he  ruises  the  latch. 
And  the  voices  of  lov'd  ones  reply  to  his  call. 

A  fiitber  bend's  o'er  him  with  looks  of  delight, 
His  cheek  is  impearled  by  a  mother's  warm  tear ; 

And  the  lips  of  the  boy  in  a  luvc  kiss  unite 

With  the  lips  of  the  maid  that  his  bosom  holds  dear! 

The  heart  of  the  dreamer  beats  high  in  hip  breast, 
Joy  quickens  his  pulse,  —  all  his  hardships  seem  o'er. 

And  a  murmur  of  happiness  steals  through  his  rest  — 
**  Oh  I  God,  thou  lust  blest  me,  I  ask  for  no  more  1 " 

Ah  I  what  is  that  sight  which  now  bursts  on  his  eye  ? 

Oh  I  what  is  that  sound  which  now  'lanims  his  ear? 
Tis  the  lightning's  red  glare  |iai[itiiig  hell  on  the  sky  I 

'Tis  the  crashing  of  thunder  —  the  groans  of  the  sphere  I 

He  letp*  from  his  hammock,  he  springs  to  the  deck, 
Amasement  confounds  him  with  images  dire : 

Wild  winds  and  mad  waves  drive  his  vessel  a  wreck  — 
Her  masts  arc  in  splinters,  her  shrouds  are  on  firet 

Like  mountains  the  billows  tremendously  swell ; 
In  rain  the  lost  wretch  calls  on  Mercy  to  save  1 
'  Cmeen  hands  of  spirits  arc  ringing  liis  knell. 

And  the  dcath-«ngel  flaps  his  broad  wing  o'er  the  wave! 

Ah !  sailor  boy,  woe  to  thy  dream  of  delight ! 

In  darkness  dissolves  the  gay  frost-work  of  bliss: 
Wliere  now  is  the  picture  thy  Gincy  touch'd  bright? 

Thy  patents^  fond  pressure  and  love's  honied  kiaa  ? 
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Ah !  sailor  boy,  sadlor  boy  t  never  again 

Shall  home,  love,  or  kindred  thy  wishes  repay : 

Unblest  and  unhonourcd,  down  deep  in  the  main. 
Full  niBQy  B  score  fatboni  tliy  fanse  shall  decay. 

No  tomb  shall  e'er  [>lead  to  remembrance  of  thee. 
Nor  redeem  form  nor  fume  from  the  merciless  surge; 

But  the  white  foam  of  ocean  thy  winding  sheet  be. 
And  the  winds  in  the  midnight  of  winter  thy  dirge ! 

Days,  months,  years,  and  ages  shall  circle  away. 
And  Ntill  the  vast  waters  atiove  thcc  shall  roll : 

Earth  loses  thy  pattern  for  ever  and  aye  — 
Oh  !  sailor  boy,  sailor  boy,  peace  to  thy  soul !" 

Il  was  not  until  the  fire  had  been  some  time 
extinguished  that  the  passengers,  and  particu- 
larly the  ladies,  became  sensible  of  the  curious 
figures  they  presented  in  their  night-caps  and 
night-gowns,  and  some  of  them  witli  merely 
a  loose  dress  thrown  over  their  shoulders.  No 
sooner  did  we  come  aft,  to  descend  to  our  berths, 
than  they  dispersed  like  a  flight  of  scared  doves; 
but,  on  the  whole  party  again  assembling  at 
breakfast,  they  expressed,  in  grateful  and  ani- 
mated terms,  their  admiration  of  the  courage 
and  coolness  we  had  displayed  during  the  whole 
of  this   terrible  emergency. 

The  accident  formed  the  subject  of  conver- 
sation for  several  days,  and  many  anecdotes 
were  related,  which,  now  the  danger  was  past, 
causetl  a  good  deal  of  mirth.  Perhaps  one  of 
the  most  laughable  arose  out  of  the  terror  of  a 
steerage  psssenger,   who   became  so    frightened 
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that,  drawing  on  his  breeches  with  the  wrong  side 
foremost,  he  ran  thus  upon  deck  !  and  his  ludi- 
crous figure,  as  he  scampered  to  and  fro,  with  the 
seat  of  honour  bare,  made  the  old  captain  laugh 
in  the  midst  of  the  danger.  It  would  take  a 
volume  to  recount  all  the  mistakes  and  mishaps 
that  occurred,  but  wliich  were  excused  in  conse- 
quence of  tlie  imminent  danger  to  which  the 
ship  was  exposed. 

After  the  fire,  we  had  two  or  three  days  of  very 
calm  weather,  followed  by  a  fine  fair  breeze,  that 
quickly  wafted  us  to  the  coast  of  America.  One  of 
tlie  pilot  schooners  of  that  country,  famed  for 
the  fearless  manner  in  which  they  go  to  sea  in 
all  weathers,  met  us  just  after  we  got  within 
the  stream  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  compar- 
ing our  reckoning  with  theirs,  we  found  ourselves 
not  far  from  tlie  capes  of  the  River  Delaware 
indeed,  all  along  the  southern  coast,  the  mari- 
ner gets  soundings  a  great  distance  from  shore, 
which,  being  extremely  regular,  enable  him,  by 
a  reference  to  his  chart,  to  ascertain  his  true 
position  immediately. 

In  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  after  taking 
the  pilot,  we  saw  land ;  and,  the  next  morning 
early,  ran  into  the  bay  of  Delaware,  where  we 
anchored  for  an  hour  or  two,  the  wind  being 
light,  and  tlie  tide  running  out.  Tlien,  proceed- 
ing on  our  voyage,  in  a  few  hours  more  we  were 
safely  moored  alongside  the  quay  of  Itiiladelphia. 
After  bidding  a  cordial  adieu  to  our  worthy  old 
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captain,  wc  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Fisher, 
whom  we  found  at  home,  but  very  busily  occupied  | 
with  a  number  of   west   countrj*  waggoners,  just 
arrived.     He  smiletl  at  me,  and  said,  "  Sit  tliee  j 
down,  good  friend ;  I  have  letters  for  thee,  but 
thee  must  excuse  me  for  a  few  minutes."     Tliis  j 
was  pleasing   news ;    for   I   was  very  sure   there 
was,  at  least,  one  among  them  from  my  cousin.  J 
On  receiving  the  packet,  we  immediately  returned 
to  our   lodgings,    to   examine   its  contents.     As] 
I  had  suspected,  there  was  a  letter  from  Donovanj 
dated  only  a  few  weeks  back.     Before  he  said  a  , 
word  of  himself  or  family,   he  thanked  me  fori 
sending  him  such  a  treasure,  as  he  called  them :  ] 
I  mean  poor  Martin's  family. 

"  The  father  and  mother,"  said  he,   "  live  inj 
one    of    my  cottages:    tliey  are    in  good   health] 
and  spirits,  and,  with  the  son  and  old  Matthew,J 
keep  a  large  herd  of  cattle,  and   make  the  best 
cheese    and    butter    I    have    ever  tasted  in  thia 
country.     A  young  farmer,  of  good  family  and 
rich  connections,    fell    in   love   with   Jane,     an<i 
married  her  :  and,  as  they  are  settled  only  thre 
miles  off,  she  sees  her  parents  almost  every  day.] 
The   husband   wished    the  whole  family  to   live] 
with   him,  but  they  refused   to   leave  me ;    and 
I    have    since  given   them   the  little    farm,   with^ 
the    herd    on    the    shares,     as    it    is    called    iai 
this  country.     Tliey  are  getting   rich,  and   are, 
certainl}',   the  most  grateful  beings  I  ever  behek 

"  Of  yourself  and  your  friend   tliey  speak  inl 
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t^rms  of  the  wannest  gratitude,  and  offer  up  their 
prayers  to  Heaven,  for  your  health  and  pros- 
perity, every  night  and  morning.  My  Ellen 
and  her  husband  are  as  attached  as  man  and 
wife  can  be;  and  they  have  increased  my  hap- 
piness by  making  me  a  grandfather,  Mrs. 
Donovan's  health  is  better  than  ever  it  was  in 
Ireland :  so  that  I  am  really  as  contented 
as  it  is  possible  for  any  one  to  be  out  of  his 
native  land.  My  son  has  resigned  his  commission, 
•nd  given  himself  up  entirely  to  tlie  care  of  his 
estates ;  and,  in  order  to  ameliorating  the  situa- 
tion of  his  tenants,  he  has  reduced  his  income 
considerably.  As  might  be  anticipated,  his  pre- 
sence has  been  productive  of  the  happiest  effects ; 
it  has  thrown  o{)en  to  him  a  number  of  hidden 
abuses  which  our  agent,  who  always  resided 
at  the  town  of  Clonmel,  would  never  have  dis- 
covered. From  what  your  friend  writes  me, 
I  am  not  without  the  hope  of  seeing  you  once 
more  at  Legonier  valley,  where  you  will  find 
many  improvements ;  and  I  could  wish  you  to 
feel  so  much  pleased  with  our  rural  enjoyments 
■8  to  be  tempted  to  purchase  land  near  me, 
and  leave  off  ploughing  the  ocean,  to  plough  a 
more  fertile  element,  and  fix  yourself  for  life." 
The  conclusion  of  this  letter  depressed  my  spl- 
its :  I  reflected  with  melancholy  dissatisfaction  on 
l^e  resolution  I  made,  when  I  might,  as  Donovan 
proposed,  find  in  his  neighbourhood  a  placid 
|iaven,  where  I  could  moor  myself  for  life,  free 
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•?"    I  exclaimed 
His    protecting 
may 


from  the  storms  of  care  which  perplex  the  busy 
world:  then,  with  a  sigh,  I  said,  "But,  alas  !  I 
was  born  to  brave  the  tempests  of  life ;  to  seek 
pleasure  on  the  mountain  waves  j  and  purchase  for- 
titude and  experience  amidst  storms,  difficulties, 
and  dangers. 

'■'■  But  why  should  I  repine  i 
aloud  :  "  God  is  every  where. 
arm  will  be  my  shield;  and,  perhaps,  I 
return  in  safety  to  my  native  land,  where  all 
my  hopes  and  wishes  are  concentraletl.  Away 
with  melancholy! — It  is  impious.  May  God 
forgive,  and  guide  me  through  the  rugged  path  I 
have  chosen." 

I  had  read  the  letter  aloud,  and  remained  for 
some  minutes  afterwards  absorbed  in  thought, 
unconscious  tliat  my  guardian  was  present.  As 
I  sprung  from  my  chair  to  leave  the  room,  he 
exclaimed,  as  he  caught  ine  by  the  hand,  "  Bravo  ! 
Walter:  1  congratulate  you  on  your  firmness; 
for  I  have  marked  your  mental  struggle  between 
the  fascinating  impressions  produced  by  your 
cousin's  representation  of  the  charms  of  a  country 
life,  and  the  one  you  have  so  nobly  and  resolutely 
determined  to  pursue.  At  Legonier  you  would 
be  lulled  in  the  downy  lap  of  ease  and  retirement : 
not  altogether  uselessly,  because  a  man  of  your 
ardent  mind  could  never  endure  a  mere  empty 
existence.  But,  where  we  are  going,  all  the 
energies  of  soul  and  body  will  be  developed. 
Courage,  fortitude,  prudence,  activity,  diligence^ 
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order,  religion,  and  morality  are  necessary  to 
form  a  good  seaman ;  and,  if  you  are  deficient 
in  any  one  of  these  qualities,  you  will  acquire 
it  by  practice  and  experience." 

I  embraced  him  with  tears  in  my  eyes.  "  Oh  !" 
said  I,  "  how  penetrating  is  your  regard  !  you 
have  read  the  inmost  sentiments  of  my  soul  I 
I  owe  these  ft'elings  and  sentiments  to  your 
paternal  advice  and  instruction,  and,  above  all, 
to  your  noble  example :  they  shall  continue  to 
be  my  guide  through  life." 

"  Tliank  God  !  "  said  he,  returning  myembrace, 
"  Fate  will  not  separate  us :  on  the  contrary,  I 
trust  this  determination  will  prove  the  means 
of  uniting  us  still  more  strongly  to  each  other. 
Your  courage,  like  that  of  all  your  countrymen, 
is  a  little  too  ardent;  but  a  sea-faring  life 
will  supply  the  requisite  mixture  of  coolness  and 
deliberation.  One  thing  which  I  must  press 
upon  you,  the  importance  of  keeping  a  regular 
'  journal,  by  sea  and  land,  and  inserting  every 
incident.  Trifling  as  they  appear  to  you,  they 
may  prove  interesting  to  your  friends :  what 
•eems  in  no  wise  extraordinary  to  a  traveller, 
might  astonish  him  who  has  never  quitted  the 
land  which  gave  him  birth.  I  was  once  told 
a  ludicrous  anecdote,  by  an  American,  a  native 
of  one  of  the  northern  provinces,  highly 
illustrative  of  what  I  have  now  told  you.  A 
countryman,  arriving  at  Boston,  a  large  com- 
Inercial  town,  was  so  charmed  with  the  appear^ 
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•nee  of  a  vessel,  which  be  saw  lying  in  the  port, 
that  be  determined  to  make  a  royage  in  her 
to  tbe  West  Indies.  On  his  return  home,  he 
went  to  vbit  his  old  mother,  who  lived  many 
a  long  mile  from  the  sea,  and  never  saw  a 
ship  in  her  life.  She  asked  him  a  great  many 
questions ;  and  was  struck  dumb  with  astonisb- 
roent  at  ti  e  wonderful  things  he  related.  At  last 
recovering  from  her  reverie,  the  old  dame  said, 
'  Now,  my  son,  you  have  really  seen  wonders ; 
but,  of  all  the  wonderful  things  you  met  with, 
tell  me  which  was  tlie  most  wonderful  ?' 

"  '  Mother,'  he  replied,  *  1  thought  you  would 
ask  me  again,  so  I  kept  llie  best  for  the  last ;  and 
now  I  tell  you  I  have  seen  mountains  of  sugar, 
rivers  flowing  with  rum,  and  flying  fish  ! ' 

"  '  No,  no,  son  !  none  of  your  jests  upon  us  poor 
ignorant  people.  Your  mountains  of  sugar  and 
rivers  of  rum  are  very  possible :  but  that  fishes  fly, 
son,  I  never  will  credit,  though  the  parson  him- 
self were  to  swear  it.' 

*'  Thus  you  see,  that,  though  the  old  woman 
thought  what  was  really  found  in  nature  to  be  a 
jest  upon  her  credulity,  she  readily  believed 
what  never  existed." 

I  was  much  amused  with  this  story,  and  ever 
after  paid  [articular  attention  to  my  journal. 

The  spring  now  began  to  advance  rapidly ;  and 
■we  hastened  the  necessary  preparations  for  our 
voyage  to  China.  My  guardian's  influence  with 
a  wealthy  merchant  procured  me  the  situation  of 
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er  and  officer  on  board  a  fine  ship,  com- 
manded by  an  active  seaman,  who  promised  me 
the  same  freedom  I  enjoyerl  on  board  tlie  packet; 
and  my  guardian  paid  tliern  a  Itandsome  sum, 
to  insure  us  all  the  conveniences,  &c.  of  whicli  we 
might  stand  in  need  during  so  long  a  passage. 
All  things  being  arranged,  we  proceeded  ij»  a  car- 
riage to  a  small  town  at  the  head  of  the  bay  of 
Delaware,  opposite  to  which  the  sliip  was  moored. 
On  introducing  ourselves  to  the  captain,  he  in- 
formed us  all  was  ready ;  and  we  embarked  the 
following  morning.  Our  voyage  commenced  pros- 
perously, with  a  fine  fair  wind,  that  carried  us  in 
two  days  into  the  stream  flowing  out  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  in  a  north-east  direction,  and  for 
several  degrees  almost  parallel  with  the  coast  of 
North  America.  It  then  begins  to  diftuse  itself, 
and  mingles  with  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  about 
the  grand  bonk  of  Newfoundland.  Just  as  we 
got  into  the  strength  of  tlie  stream,  a  violent  gale 
of  wind  set  in  from  the  north-east,  right  against 
it,  and  raised  a  terribly  high  sea  —  what  we  sailors 
call  a  short  chopping  one,  which  tossed  about  our 
ship,  of  800  tons  burthen,  like  a  jolly  boat ! 

Tlie  storm  lasted  until  near  midnight,  when  it 
was  my  turn  upon  deck  ;  and  on  my  taking  charge 
of  the  watch  the  weather  became  quite  calm,  but 
the  terrible  high-rolling  waves  continued,  and  the 
ship  laboured  worse  than  ever.  The  rain  began 
to  pour  down  in  torrents,  succeeded  by  incessant 
flashes  of  lightning,  and  the  most  awful  thunder. 
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immediately  over  our  heads,  that  I   ever  heard. 
During  tlie  calm,  the  waves  broke  violently  over 
the  vessel's  decks  ;  and  sometimes  she  fell  into  the 
trough  of  the  sea  and  shipped  the  water  at  both 
waists,  as  she  rolled  gunwales  to  :  while  the  noise 
of  wet  sails  flapping  to  the  masts,  united  with  the 
crashing  thunder  and   roaring  waves,   created  a 
wild  uproar  more   terrific  than  langurge  can  de- 
scribe.     At    intervals    the    lightning,    in    forked 
branches  resembling  serpents,   struck   the  ocean 
close  by  us  ;  at  other  times,  broad  flashes  so  illu- 
mined the  decks   and  shrouds   that   the  smallest 
object  was   rendered   distinctly  visible.     To   this 
succeedetl  the  most  perfect  darkness ;  and  we  all 
felt  as  if  we  had  been   suddenly  deprived  of  our 
eyesight.       Two   immense  balls   of   electric   fire, 
played    rapidly   up   and    down   the   fore-stay  for 
for  a  considerable  length  of  time ;  striking  terror 
into  the  hearts  of  several  of  our  j'oung  men,  who 
were  at  sea  for  the  first  time  in  tlieu'  lives.     My 
greatest  care  was  to  secure  our  guns.     I  knew  the 
rigging  to  be  new,  strong,  well  stretched,  and  just 
set  up  when  we  left  (wrt ;  but  our  gun  breechings 
were  old,  particularly  in  the  waist.     One  of  them 
burst  with  a  heavy  roll ;  and,  before  I  could  get  it 
secured  again,  it  had  wounded  several  men,  and 
damaged  our  upper  works.     I  had  the  presence 
of  mind  to  spring  forward  into  the  waist  myself, 
and,  clapping  a  bowline  over  the  muzzle,  I  led  the 
end  of  the  rope  to  the  nearest  iron  pin  about  the 
mainmast;  and  made  the  sailors  bowse  upon  it, 
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while  I  lashed  it  there  until  the  morning.  To 
this  severe  storm  succeeded  puffs  and  squalls,  that 
obliged  me  to  set  sail  and  take  it  in  again  at  every 
instant ;  so  that  the  men  had  not  a  moment's  re- 
pose during  the  whole  of  the  middle  watch.  Tlie 
thunder  and  lightning  having  ceased,  it  became  a 
little  lighter  ;  but  the  streaks  which  marked  the 
sky  to  windward  shewed  black,  threatening, 
windy  clouds. 

I  ordered  the  main -topsail  to  be  clewed  down, 
to  take  a  reef;  and,  considering  what  work  we 
had  already  done,  and  the  rough,  wet  state  of  the 
sail,  it  could  not  have  been  a  very  agreeable  task 
to  my  watch,  of  whom  five  or  six  were  quite 
young  lads,  on  their  first  voyage.  However,  they 
ran  up  the  shrouds,  cheerfully  talking  and  laugh- 
ing as  they  went ;  the  yard  being  clewed  down 
upon  the  tof>,  and  the  running  rigging  all  cast 
loose  ready  for  reefing.  Our  captain,  who  had 
had  a  tiresome  watch  previously,  and  slept  sound, 
awoke  suddenly  and  came  upon  deck.  The  mo- 
ment I  saw  Iiim,  I  went  and  reported  the  occur- 
rences of  the  watch. 

"  And  what  are  you  doing  now  ?  the  weather 
looks  threatening." 

"  We  are  taking  a  reef  in  the  main- topsail." 

"  Why,  so  I  imagined  when  I  heard  the  coils  of 
running  rigging  thrown  upon  deck;  but  those 
fellows  take  their  own  time  about  it, —  they  ought 
to  have  finished  their  work  some  minutes  back." 

"  Sir,  there  are  half  a  dozen  young  land  lubbers 
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I  amongst  them ;  but  now,  since  you  are  on  deck, 

I  '11  run  up  the  shrouds  myself  to  see  what  they 
are  about." 

With  that  I  jumped  into  the  rigging,  and  in  a 
few  seconds  was  at  the  futtock  shrouds  and  then 
in  the  top  ;  where  I  overheard  all  tlie  conversation 
of  the  men  on  the  yard  without  being  noticed,  for 
the  night  was  still  dark.  Tliey  were  talking  and 
jesting  with  each  other  —  I  mean  the  old  sailors — 
as  if  nothing  extraordinary  had  happened.  "  If  we 
liad  some  of  those  good  long  flashes  of  hghtning 
now,"  said  one  of  them  to  the  man  on  the  weather 
yard  arm,  "  lliey  would  help  us  to  gather  in  the 
bunt  of  the  wet  sail." 

"  Why  I  wouldn  't  give  a  damn  for  a  seaman 
that  couldn't  gather  it  in  with  his  eyes  shut," 
said  another. 

"  We  are  as  gootl  as  blind,"  rejoined  his  mess- 
mate; "for  we  can't  see  our  hands  before  us: 
but  is  the  weather  earing  hauled  home  ?  " 

"  Chock  a  block  .'  and  belay  'd  so  fast  that  the 
old  devil  himself  couldn't  untie  it  with  his  teeth. 
But  I  say,  messmate,  tell  me  what  are  all  them 
young  lubbers  doing  under  the  lee  of  the  top  ?  " 

Tlie  other  replied,  with  a  laugh,  "  W\iy  they're 
tying  grannies'  knots  in  the  points  and  gaskets, 
and  holding  fast  to  the  wind  by  their  teeth  for 
fear  they  should  fall  off"  tlic  yard." 

On  hearing  this,  and  knowing  the  work  was 
nearly  done,  I  slipped  down  upon  deck,  seized  the 
trumpet,  and  cried  out,  — 
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"  Come,  men  I  enough  of  your  Imiff  yams  there: 
tumble  down  off  the  yard,  and  man  the  halyards." 

Down  tliey  came  as  quick  as  lightning  over  the 
shrouds,  or  glided  by  the  running  rigging  upon 
deck  ;  and,  witli  a  merry  "  Oh-he-yo  ! "  in  a  few 
seconds  up  went  the  reefed  sail  to  the  topmast 
head :  the  yard  was  braced  up,  the  bowlines 
hauled  out  taught,  and  every  man  at  his  station 
again ;  until  another  change  took  place,  and  he 
received  a  fresh  summons. 

As  I  walked  about  the  break  of  the  quarter 
deck,  I  also  overheard  the  conversation  of  those 
who  were  stationed  in  the  waist,  under  the  lee  of 
the  launch. 

Said  an  old  sailor  to  one  of  the  landsmen,  — 

"  Wliat  do  you  tliink  of  this,  my  boy,  for  a 
beginning  ?  How  do  you  like  old  Davy  Jones' 
vagaries  ?  " 

"  Tough  enough,  by  my  faith  !"  replied  the  lad  ; 
"  but,  in  spite  of  all  his  capers,  I  hope  one  of  these 
days  to  be  able  to  lay  out  upon  the  weather  yard 
arm  alongside  of  you." 

"  By  my  soul !  you  young  milksop,"  said 
another  old  fellow,  "  but  you'll  have  to  eat  some 
more  salt  junk  and  pudding  before  you  can  keep 
way  with  Toni." 

I  returned  af\,  and  found  the  wind  had  changed 
several  points  in  our  favour ;  of  which  I  informed 
the  captain,  who  told  me  to  take  advantage  of  it 
Tlie  watch  was,  in  consequence,  ordered  aft  to 
round  in  the  weather  braces;   tifter  which  the 
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kept  the  deck  the  whole  time.  Once,  when  a  flash 
of  lightning  exposed  him  at  my  side,  he  said  to 
me  in  a  low  voice,  —  "  How  pleased  I  am  to  find 
you  cool  and  collected  in  this  tremendous  shock  of 
the  elements.  Who  would  live  on  shore  all  his 
life,  and  never  experience  what  we  now  feel 
within  our  souls  ?  "  I  replied,  that,  if  there  was 
anything  calculated  to  give  man  a  competent  idea 
of  the  power  of  God  and  his  divine  protection  at 
the  same  time,  it  was  this  sublime  conflict  of  the 
elements,  where  our  ship,  now  become  their  sport, 
was  like  a  small  speck  on  the  face  of  the  immense 
ocean. 

"  But,"  said  I,  "  is  it  not  truly  remarkable 
that,  with  eighteen  large  guns  upon  our  deck, 
and  a  quantity  of  iron  work  every  where  the 
lightning  has  not  struck  us  ?" 

"  Oh !  this  very  rarely  happens  in  the  open 
sea,"  said  he :  "  it  is  one  of  those  wise  and  in- 
scrutable ordinances  of  our  great  Creator,  of  which 
there  are  so  many,  which  exhibit  his  unexampled 
benignity  and  love  for  mankind." 

The  day  we  crossed  the  line  the  wind  was 
very  light,  and  the  sun  shone  forth  with  more 
than  ordinarj-  brilliancy.  At  the  hour  for  taking 
the  sun,  every  one  on  board,  who  had  a  quadrant 
or  a  sextant,  was  seen  measuring  his  height :  and, 
wonderful  to  relate,  precisely  at  twelve  o'clock  we 
found  ourselves  exactly  under  the  equator ;  so 
tliat  none  of  die  young  men  could  discover  the 
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latitude.  Tlie  captain,  however,  who  was  an 
experienced  navigator,  sliowed  us  that  the  de- 
clination was  our  latitude.  The  arrival  of  a  vessel 
immediately  under  the  equator,  whilst  the  sun 
was  in  the  zenitli,  bcinj;  a  curious  and  very  rare 
occurrence,  it  furnished  a  subject  for  several  in- 
teresting astronomical  discussions.  On  the  same 
da}',  also,  the  ship's  decks  exhibited  a  spectacle 
of  the  gayest  and  most  amusing  kind  to  old 
sailors,  but  a  terrible  one  to  the  poor  youths  who 
crossed  the  line  for  the  first  time.  An  officer  or 
passenger  can  buy  himself  off  with  a  bottle  of 
rum  or  brandy ;  but  the  common  seamen  are 
oblige<l  to  go  through  the  initiation.  Tliis  con- 
sists in  being  lathered  with  slush  and  tar  mixed, 
and  then  shaved  with  a  piece  of  old  iron  hoop. 
When  this  opci'ation,  which  sometimes  carries  off 
a  portion  of  the  skin,  is  finished,  the  noviciate  is 
plunged  into  a  large  tub  of  salt  water,  over  which 
he  has  been  seated  on  a  board.  However,  let  me 
not  anticipate  my  subject.  The  molnent  the 
captain's  orders  were  given  to  make  it  twelve 
o'clock,  or,  as  the  sailors  say,  to  strike  eight  bells, 
two  figures  rose  above  majestically  the  head 
railings,  and  came  in  upon  the  forecastle  over' 
the  bows.  They  were  dressed  in  gi'een  robes;  and' 
their  heads,  shoulders,  and  the  greater  part  of 
their  bodies,  appearetl  hung  with  sea-weed,  still 
di'ipping  with  "  ocean's  briny  tears." 

I   could   see  the   landsmen  all   start   back    in 
terror  at  this  unwelcome  apparition.     The  male 
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figure,  wlio  was  verj'  tall  and  stout,  held  a  trident  • 
in  one  hand,  and  a  tnitii[)et  in  the  otlier ;  and 
the  female  carried  a  piece  of  iron  hoop,  and  a  pot 
containing  a  delicate  lather  composed  of  slush 
and  tar  mixed.  The  god  nf  the  ocean,  or  Davy 
Jones,  as  he  is  styled  by  sailors,  before  he  came 
over  the  bows  upon  deck,  hailed  the  ship  with  a 
thundering  voice.  The  captain,  who  loved  to  see 
the  astonishment  of  the  novices,  immediately  took 
his  trumpet  and  duly  answered  his  questions  of 
from  whence  he  came?  where  bound?  &c.  After 
this  formality,  he  advanced  towards  the  break  of 
the  quarter-deck,  and  desired  the  captain,  who 
came  to  meet  and  treat  him  and  his  wife  with  a 
glass  of  grog,  to  show  hiui  his  papers,  and  par- 
ticularly tiie  rolled  equipage.  After  looking  them 
over,  he  observed  they  were  all  correct;  but 
added,  "  I  see  j-ou  have  a  number  of  landsmen, 
who  never  crossed  the  line  before:  let  the  boat- 
swain pipe  all  hands,  and  bring  the  lubbei's  to  the 
gangway  ;  they  must  be  initiated." 

In    an    instant    he  piped   all    hands,    and    the 

^novices  were  selected  and  assembled  at  the  gang- 
way, where  the  tub  of  salt  water  had  been  pre- 
riously  got  in  readiness,  covered  with  a  sail.     Old 

^felher  Neptune  now  ordered  the  boatswain's  mates 
to  take  all  forward,  and  bring  them  aft  one  by 
one,  blindfolded,  as  they  should  be  summoned  by 
name. 


*  The  ship's  biirpoon. 
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"  Now,"  flud  he^  "  we  shall  initiate  these  jonng 
men  into  the  mysteries  of  a  seafaring  life,  after 
which  they  may  cross  the  line  as  often  as  they 
please;  for  I  shall  never  interfere  with  them 
again." 

Our  boatswain  himself  performed  the  part  of 
the  ocean  god,  and  a  magnificent  fellow  he  was : 
an  Irishman,  about  six  feet  two  inches  high,  and 
stout  in  proportion.  Thetis,  his  wife,  was  acted 
hy  a  sailor,  who  was  clever  at  his  part ;  and, 
having  been  at  sea  for  more  than  tl»irty  years, 
knew  exactly  what  questions  to  put  to  the  novices. 

Before  the  ceremony  began,  the  captain  came 
again  to  Neptune,  reported  that  all  was  well  on 
board  ship,  and  treated  him  with  another  glass  of 
grog,  and  some  white  cabin  biscuit ;  when  the 
god  of  the  waves  ordered  his  victims  to  be  brought 
forward.  The  moment  a  young  man  was  seated 
on  the  board,  over  tlie  tub  of  water,  Tlietit 
lathered  and  shaved  him :  an  ordeal  that  not  one 
of  them  could  support  without  crying  out  loudly, 
and  they  would  have  jumped  from  their  seats 
had  not  four  stout  fellows  held  them  fast ;  whilst 
many  a  young  heart  beat  high  with  trepidation, 
unable  to  imagine  what  tliat  trial  was  which  made 
those  who  preceded  them  roar  like  bulls. 

The  shaving  over,  both  Neptune  and  Thetii 
put  several  questions  to  their  victim  —  such  as, 
how  to  splice  a  rope  j  clap  on  a  stopper  ;  haul  out 
the  weather  earing ;  gather  in  the  bunt  of  a  saO, 
in  a  squall;  make  fast  the  points  and  gaskeO; 
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down  a  top-gallant  mast ;  sheep-shank  the 
standing  rigging,  in  case  of  its  being  stranded; 
run  out  a  studding-sail  boom,  8;c.  &c.  These 
questions  are  asked  in  such  a  tliundering  voice, 
that  no  landsman,  however  bold,  can  keep  his 
recollection  about  him,  even  though  he  may  have 
made  great  progress  in  seamanship,  so  as  to  answer 
all  without  falling  into  some  blunder.  Tlie  mo- 
ment he  commits  an  error,  Neptune  exclaims, 
*'  Christen  him^!"  when  the  board  is  instantly 
snatched  away,  and  he  sinks  into  the  tub  over 
head  and  ears,  and  emerges  at  length,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  laughing  bystanders,  like  a  half- 
drowned  rat.  The  moment  he  is  placed  upon  hia 
legs,  his  eyes  are  uncovered,  and  he  makes  a  bow 
to  Neptune  and  his  wife,  who,  on  their  parts, 
congratulate  him  on  his  being  now  a  regular 
seaman,  and  installed  in  all  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges belonging  to  a  mariner  of  the  great  ocean. 
Thus  ends  tlie  ceremony ;  and  the  captain  and 
officers  generally  send  the  crew  rum  or  brandy  as 
a  present. 

A  few  days  after  passing  the  line,  we  got  good 
strong  winds,  which  soon  wafted  us  beyond  the 
meridian  of  the  pitch  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
when  a  constant  continuance  of  south-west  and 
north-west  winds,  for  about  six  weeks,  enabled  us 
to  run  down  almost  all  our  easting ;  and,  passing 
between  the  islands  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  we 
made  the  land  on  the  coast  of  New  Holland,  in 
about  thirty-four  degrees  of  south  latitude.     We 
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livani,  and  foond  tbe  coa 
«itii  dKnb,  rodcs,  and  sand- 
of  vUcfa  were  not  marked  on  our 
t  ■««.  fctted  to  be  constant! v  on 
Ae  kwfc-oat   for  fear  of  mnnii^  feul  of   them. 
It  ««s  on  tibk  coast  that,  lor  tfae  first  time  in  mv 
Gfc^  I  bfofM  tae  tatgbtj  straggles  oF  a  whale 
cmleavoarii^  to  beat  off  hk  enemies,  a  sword- 
fti^  and  tkree  or  fimr  thraahaa,  by  which  he  was 
annelEed.    The  battle  took  pbce  in  a  small  bay, 
befiw  wbicb  oar  aliq>  |— ed  with  so  light  a  breeze 
tiat  Ae  was  afanost  becalmed ;  and  we  were,  for 
tbne  qoarters  of  an  boor,  within  le^  than  half  a 
mile  of  tbon.     All  this  time  the  thrashers  beat 
tbe  whale  with  their    taik  in   the  most  nolent 
■annrr.  raising  them,  at  ererr  blow,  apparently 
•en  to  fiilm  feet  above  tbe  snriace  of  the  sea. 
Tbe  sword-fish  we  could  not  see,  but  our  captain, 
who  was  an  old  whale  catcher,  told  us  he  always 
kept  beneath  Us  enemy,   goring  him  with    his 
swotd,  whilst  the  thrashers  beat  him.     Now  and 
then  we  saw  the  gigantic  fish  rear  his  head  andi 
dionldeTS  above  the  waves,  and  tlien  plunge  again] 
with  violence^  as  if  about  to  annihilate  his  enemies^ 
at  a  blow ;  at  other  times,  his  broad  and  mon< 
sirous  tail,  after  being  raised  perpendicularly  out  1 
of  the  sea  at  least  some  twenty  feet,  descended 
with  a  terrific  crash,  like  the  roaring  and  splash- 
ing of  an  immense  waterfall.     The  captain,  who 
Itad  witncssetl  several   such  combats  in  his  life-  [ 
time,  assured  us  that  tlie  whale  was  then  at  his 
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last  gasp,  and  would  soon  have  his  tongue  de- 
voure<l  by  his  voracious  enemies.  It  seems  the 
thrashers  and  sword-fish  are  great  epicures,  and 
hunt  and  kill  the  whale  merely  for  the  pleasure 
of  eating  that  portion  of  the  animal.  I  have 
heard,  that  almost  all  the  whales  thrown  ashore 
on  the  coasts  of  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  the 
Peninsula  of  Kamschatka,  liave  been  found  to 
have  had  their  tongues  devoured.  The  iidiabit- 
ants  are  always  deliglited  wlien  tliey  find  one 
with  his  tongue  uninjured,  as  it  produces  a  large 
quantity  of  very  good  oil. 

We  pursued  our  voyage  along  the  coast  of  New 
loUand,  until  w^e  got  round  the  north-west  point, 
rhen  we   steered    for  the   islands  of  Bally  and 
ECumbava;  and  then,  sailing  through  the  Straits 
[of  Alias?,  left  the  island  of  Macassar  to  the  north- 
[east,  and  ran  down  through  the  Java  Sea.     This 
L«ea    is    inlei"s])ersed    with    numerous    islands,    so 
'  beautifully  clothed  with  verdure  and  trees,  grow- 
ing down  to  the  water's  edge,  that  they  are  pic- 
turesque   and    enchanting    beyond    description. 
Some  of  them,   however,  were  inhabited  at  that 
ktime  by  pirates  of  the  most  desperate  character. 
Indeed,  our  captain,  before  we  got  into  the  straits, 
appointed  me  commander  of  tlie  marines ;  and 
hiplaccd  under  my  command  twelve  men  and  a 
corporal,  whom  I  exercised  every  day,  to  prepare 
tliem  in  case  of  necessity.    Our  boarding-nettings 
were  also  got  ready,  and  lashed  all  round 
siiip,  with  the  halyards  reeved  to  them,  and 
VOL.  u.  L 
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prepared  to  bowse  them  up  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing; for  those  desperate  fellows  are  sometimes 
known  to  creep  upon  vessels  at  night,  when  tliey 
are  becalmed,  or  moving  slowly  with  a  light  breeze 
through  the  water.  However,  we  were  in  com- 
plete preparation  to  resist  any  sndden  attack ; 
besides,  all  the  great  guns  were  drawn,  squibbed 
oft',  cleaned,  and  re-charged  with  grape  and  round. 
Lucky  it  was  that  we  had  been  so  prudent. 
Three  days  after  these  arrangements  were  com- 
pleted, when  opposite  a  beautifid  island,  which  we 
passed  very  slowly  with  a  light  air  on  the  quarter, 
just  as  I  had  got  my  men  upon  deck  and  was 
preparing  to  exercise  them,  my  guardian  suddenly 
exclaimed,  "  Walter!  here's  a  vessel  on  our  star- 
board quarter,  that  seems  to  have  come  from  the 
island,  and  is  fast  bearing  down  upon  us  with 
sails  and  sweeps  ;  what  do  you  think  of  her  ?" 

I  looked,  and  plainly  discovered  she  was  en- 
deavouring to  overtake  us;  and,  as  she  had  all 
the  appearance  of  a  pirate,  I  went  below  and  re- 
ported my  suspicions  to  the  captain,  as  was  my 
duty.  He  immediately  ordered  the  stern  ports, 
where  we  had  no  guns,  to  be  closed,  the  boarding- 
nettings  to  be  trised  up  all  roimd  the  ship,  the 
swivels  on  the  tafi'rail  to  be  loiitied,  and  every 
precaution  taken  to  resist  them.  While  the  vessel 
was  a  long  way  off,  employing  her  sweeps,  she 
appeared,  to  have  a  great  many  men ;  yet,  as  she 
drew  nearer,  but  a  very  few,  say  about  twelve  or 
fifteen,  showed  tliemselves  on  the  decks.     The 
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wind  was  liglit ;  yet,  without  their  sweeps,  which 
had  been  now  all  laid  snug  in  board,  she  came 
'up  with  us  very  fast.  A  small  Malay  flag  was 
hoisted  at  her  inast  liead,  and  we  discovered  with 
our  glasses  tiiat  the  crew  were  also  Malays ;  but 
could  see  neither  guns  nor  small  arms  of  any 
description.  The  fact  is,  these  fellows  seldom 
have  any  other  weapon  than  a  crise,  or  dag- 
ger, witich  they  wear  concealed  in  their  belts : 
the  blade  is  made  in  a  serpentine  form,  and  is 
usually  poisoned.  When  the  vessel  got  sufficiently 
near,  a  man  made  signs  tliat  he  had  fruit  to  dis- 
pose of,  and  exhibited  a  large  bunch  of  fine 
plantains,  some  cocoa-nuts,  pine-apples,  &c.  We 
invited  him  to  approach  nearer,  the  captain  at 
tlie  same  time  ordering  a  jxirty  of  sailors,  armed 
with  pikes  and  cutlasses,  to  be  ready  on  the  fore- 
castle; whilst  I  had  my  marines,  with  their  mus- 
kets loaded  and  bayonets  fixed,  prepared  to  act  at 
a  moment's  warning. 

The  Malay  vessel  had  now  sheered  close  along- 
side of  us,  and  the  sailors  upon  deck  proceeiled  to 
make  her  fast  to  the  fore  chains :  this  was  no 
sooner  done,  tlian,  in  an  instant,  seventy  or  eighty 
men  arose  from  their  concealment,  and  claml)ered 
up  tlie  side  of  our  ship  like  monkies;  but  the 
boarding-nettings,  and  our  cautious  conduct,  saved 
us.  We  had  near  fifty  men,  all  well  armed;  and 
the  slaugliter  wc  made  amongst  them  was  truly 
dreadful.  For  my  own  part,  the  instant  I  saw 
them  in  the  nettings,  without  waiting  the  cap- 
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tain's  ordej-s,  I  gave  the  word  to  my  marines,  and, 
after  firing  two  rounds,  they  charged  with  their 
bayonets.  Although  we  thus  cliecked  them,  and 
killed  numbers,  still  they  came  on  with  undimini- 
shed fury  over  the  nettings  ;  and  many  were  piked 
there,  and  fell  back  into  their  own  vessel  or  into 
the  sea.  However,  in  spite  of  our  best  endea- 
vours, several  of  these  barbarians  got  upon  our 
decks,  and  wounded  tliree  or  four  of  llie  men 
before  we  could  kill  them.  Two,  who  let  them- 
selves ckop  from  the  nettings  close  to  where  I 
stood,  immediately  commenced  an  attack  upon 
me.  I  severed  the  head  of  one  with  my  cutlass ; 
and  my  guardian,  who  had  only  a  handspike  to 
defend  himself  with,  knocked  the  other  down  at 
the  moment  he  raised  his  dagger  to  stab  me,  and 
a  marine,  who  was  near,  pinned  him  through  the 
breast  with  his  bayonet.  The  few  who  were  left 
in  the  boat,  seeing  their  comrades  either  killed  or 
wounded,  cut  their  fasts  and  sheered  off:  but  the 
captain  did  not  let  them  escape  so  easily ;  for  he 
luffed  the  vessel  up  in  the  wind,  ordered  llie  gi'eat 
guns  to  be  manned,  and  gave  them  a  whole 
broadside.  The  effect  was  awful.  Both  their 
masts  went  by  the  board,  tlic  upper  works  were 
rent  in  splinters,  one  half  of  the  few  men  that 
remained  were  laid  dead  uiion  the  decks,  and  the 
rest  ran  below  and  hid  themselves.  Our  captain, 
who  was  extremely  exasperated  at  their  treach- 
erous conduct,  ordered  the  helm  hard  up  again, 
raised   the   tacks   and   sheets,  and  wore  ship  as 
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speedily  as  possible,  to  bring  her  to  the  wind  upon 
the  other  t.ick,  it  being  too  light  to  stay  her. 
The  moment  lie  got  his  other  broacLiide  to  bear 
upon  the  pirate  vessel,  lie  gave  her  a  second 
volley,  scarcely  less  destructive  tlian  the  first ;  and, 
several  holes  being  made  in  lu-r  side  near  the 
water's  edge,  we  concluded  she  would  soon  sink. 
Indeed,  the  captain,  who  had  again  ordered  the 
guns  to  be  loaded,  swore  he  would  send  her  to 
the  bottom ;  but  my  guardian  persuaded  him  t6 
bear  up  and  leave  her,  saying,  "  You  liavc  given 
them  a  severe  lesson ;  and  it  is  better  to  let  the 
few  who  remain  reach  home,  to  relate  the  dreadful 
&te  of  their  companions,  as  it  may,  perhaps,  deter 
them  from  attempting  again  to  board  European 
ships."  Of  those  who  came  upon  our  decks,  not  a 
man  could  be  made  piisoner;  they  were  so  fe- 
rocious, we  were  obliged  to  kill  them  in  our  own 
defence. 

Wlien  the  business  was  over,  the  captain  came 
to  me,  and  said, — 

"  Sir,  you  h.ive  this  day  been  guilty  of  dis- 
obedience of  orders,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  you 
commenced  the  action  with  the  pirates  without 
awaiting  my  commands ;  for  which,  instead  of 
bringing  you  to  a  court  martial,  I  must  request 
you  publicly  to  accept  my  thanks."  Then,  turn- 
ing to  my  guarduin,  he  added,  "  I  must  also 
make  my  hearty  acknowledgments  to  you,  sir,  for 
using  your  handspike  with  as  mucli  courage  and 
skill  as  an  Ireland  man  doca  a  cudgel." 
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"  We  are  equally  indebted  to  you,  captain," 
replied  my  guardian,  "  for  the  cool  intrepiditj- 
with  which  you  commanded  us;  and  to  your  early 
precautions,  on  first  entering  the  straits,  do  we 
owe  our  lives,  and  the  presen-alion  of  the  valuable 
ship  and  cargo." 

This  incident  will  give  my  readers  some  idea  of 
the  desperate  courage  of  the  Malays,  who  ge- 
nerally intoxicate  themselves,  by  chewing  opium, 
before  they  commence  an  attack  where  the  wsoe 
is  doubtful. 

The  battle  was  the  subject  of  conversation  for 
several   days,  and  many  anecdotes  were  related  of 
individual    courage   and   presence  of  mind.      A 
man  had  been  in  the  main-top  with  his  marling- , 
spike  to  splice  a   rope,  but,  seeing    the  pirate 
about  to  board  us,  he   ran  down  the  shrouds  tol 
the  edge  of  the  nettings,  where  he  made  a  stanc^l 
and,  with  his  marling-spike,  knocked  every  Malay! 
overboanl  that  attempted  to  pass  over  the  shrouds;! 
and,  notwithstanding  he  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  thigh  with  a  dagger,  he  kept  at  his  post  tuitil 
the  combat  was  finished.     The  boatswain,  a  tall, 
powerful  man,   struck  three  of  the  pirates  down 
with  his  fist,  whilst  his  comrades  despatched  them 
with  their  pikes  and  pistols.     He  recei\-ed  a  slight 
wound  with  a  criso.     Our  cook,  who  was  a  very, 
stout  fellow,  a  native  of  Africa,  dealt  death  and 
destruction  amongst  his  enemies  with  a  long  iron 
bar  belonging  to  the  cabouse,  and  killed  more  of 
them  than  any  five  men  in  the  ship. 
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We  now  continued  our  route,  with  a  fair  wind 
and  fine  weatlier,  down  tiirough  the  Java  Sea, 
until  we  made  the  island  of  Borneo,  which  tlie 
Malays  call  the  King  of  Islands,  from  its  size  and 
elevation  above  the  surface  of  the  ocean,  as  well 
as  for  the  richness  and  abundance  of  its  mineral 
productions.  It  abounds  with  gold,  ivor}',  tin, 
diamonds,  &c.,  with  all  the  fruits  and  vegetables 
common  to  tropical  climates.  The  inhabitants 
have  the  character  of  being  fierce  and  inhospitable, 
but,  I  suspect,  unjustly;  for  all  we  know  of  tlie 
island  is  a  small  portion  of  its  coast,  where  Eu- 
ropeans trade  with  men  who  use  a  Uiujtui  franca 
well  known  throughout  the  eastern  islands :  but 
some  of  the  traders  Itave  remarked,  that  the  people 
from  the  interior  speak  a  language  entirely  dis- 
tinct from  diese. 

We  coasted  round  the  western  part  of  Borneo ; 
and  theu,  directing  our  course  across  tlie  China 
Sea,  made  the  land  of  China,  near  the  famous 
rock  of  Pedrobnarac,  or  "  White  Rock."  We  theu 
proceeded  along  the  shore ;  and,  {laseing  through 
a  group  of  islands  called  the  Ladrones,  anchored 
safely  in  Macao  Roads.  This  island,  called 
Omoon  by  the  natives,  has  a  small  port  and  town, 
where  there  is  a  brisk  trade  carried  on  with  Iqdia, 
Manilla,  Java,  and,  in  fact,  witii  all  the  islands  of 
tlie  China  Sea.  Here  we  were  obliged  to  stop 
to  report  our  ship,  and  get  a  pilot  to  take  us  up 
the  river,  through  the  Bocco  Tigris,  to  the  roads 
of  Whampoa,  about  twelve  miles  from  Canton, 
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Europe   being  generally  engaged  in  commerce, 

they  are  glad  to  find  interpreters;  as  they  liave 
neither  leisure  nor  disposition  to  seek  to  instruct 
Uiemselves  in  a  tongue  extremely  difficult  to  pro- 
nounce, and  still  more  so  to  write. 

Our  captain  was  very  active  and  persevering, 
and  pressed  his  agent  and  the  Chinese  merchant 
to  have  his  cargo  prepared  in  time  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  north-east  wind,  which,  in  those 
seas,  blows  for  six  months,  wlien  it  changes  to 
south-west,  and  blows  six  months  from  the  latter 
point :  that  is  to  say,  willi  some  variations  ;  for  the 
north-east  makes  a  range  from  north-north-east  to 
cast,  and  the  south-west  from  south-south-west  to 
treat. 

At  the  expiration  of  about  seven  weeks,  our 
cargo  was  on  board  and  the  ship  ready  for  sea. 
Taking  advantage  of  the  north-east,  which  then 
blew  fresh,  we  ran  out  of  the  river  through  Macao 
roads,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  were  again  in  the 
China  Sea,  directing  our  course  for  the  Straits  of 
Sunda.  These  straits  are  formed  by  the  islands 
of  Java  and  Sumatra,  and  lead  into  wliat  is  called 
tbe  Great  Southern,  or  Indian,  Ocean.  Though 
oar  passage  down  the  China  Sea  was,  upon  tlie 
whole,  extremely  rapid,  we  were  becalmed  for  two 
days  in  the  .Straits  of  Banga,  where  we  saw  several 
vessels  manned  by  Malays,  similar  to  tliat  which 
had  attacked  us;  but,  although  many  of  them 
plied  about  the  slrores,  none  attempted  to  ap- 
proach us. 
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The  ship  made  a  prosperous  passage  to  the  Isle  of 
France,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  delay  caused 
b}'  waiting  for  a  cargo  of  coffee  and  sugar,  we 
resolved  to  travel  into  the  interior ;  and,  in  the 
course  of  several  pedestrian  excursions,  performed 
the  tour  of  the  whole  island.  Wherever  we  went, 
the  colonists  received  us  with  the  greatest  hospi- 
tality, and  we  were  constantly  invited  into  all  the 
best  families.  In  these  rambles  some  interesting 
object  continually  presented  itself  to  enchant  our 
senses ;  and  we  had  a  faithful  servant,  the  slave 
of  one  of  my  acquaintances,  who  knew  ever)- 
corner  of  the  island,  and  served  us  as  a  gtiide. 
Besides  being  perfectly  Imnest  and  faithful,  his 
nimblencss  and  activity  were  most  extraordinary. 
On  one  occasion,  when  we  were  clambering  with 
difficulty  over  a  rugged  path  up  the  steep  side  of 
n  mountain,  he  capered  on  before  us,  to  the  sum- 
mit, with  all  the  agility  of  a  chamois.  Then, 
squatting  himself  on  a  rock  with  his  elbows  on  his 
knees,  and  holding  his  head  between  his  hands, 
he  grinned  like  a  monkey,  and  shewed  his  ivory 
teeth,  which  were  conspicuous  at  a  groat  distance; 
seemingly  much  amused  at  our  laborious  efforts 
to  effect  what   he   had   so   easily  accomplished. 
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When  we  came  up  to  hiin,  he  exclfiimefl,  in  his 
broken  lingo,  "  Ha !  niassa  very  lire ;  hard 
work :  never  mind,  top  now  very  near ;  there  you 
see  fine  plain,  fine  trees,  fine  water,  fine  plantains, 
all  very  beautiful :  come,  now  must  set  down  a 
little;  you  very  hot-" 

We  then  seated  ourselves  on  a  rock  overliang- 
ing  a  terrible  precipice,  whilst  Ctcsar  lit  his  pipe 
and  smoked  with  great  seeming  satisfaction ;  for 
he  swallowed  the  smoke,  and  retained  it  at  least  a 
minute  before  he  blew  it  out  gently  at  three  or 
four  whiffs.  His  pipe  was  then  carefully  replaced 
in  its  leathern  pouch,  and  in  a  few  seconds  after 
he  fell  fast  asleep.  The  slaves  on  this  island, 
mostly  brought  from  the  coast  of  the  Mozambique 
channel,  are  rather  a  stupid  race,  and  certainly  the 
most  indolent  and  careless  beings  in  the  world. 
If,  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  one  of  them  happens 
to  be  seated  without  work,  he  invaiiably  falls 
asleep.  They  are,  however,  considered  honest, 
good-natured,  and  faithful ;  indeed,  my  man 
Ca>8ar  was  a  proof  of  this,  tliough,  in  point  of 
intelligence,  he  was  very  little  superior  to  a  dog. 
Yet,  whenever  I  cautioned  him  not  to  mention 
any  circumstance  which  occurred  during  our 
walks,  and  which  I  have  often  done  purposely,  to 
prove  him,  even  his  own  master  could  not  tempt 
him,  with  bribes,  to  disclose  it. 

But  to  return  to  our  excursion.  Whilst  my  coal- 
black  guide,  whose  skin  shone  in  the  sunbeams 
like  polished  ebony,  snored  profoundly,  we  were 
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gazing  at  tlie  precipice  beneath  our  feet,  and  ihe 
rude  amphitheatre  of  gigantic  rocks  surrounding 
U8.  On  our  right,  a  towering  peak  called  tlie 
Thumb,  from  its  peculiar  shape,  reared  its  cragg}' 
summit  above  the  clouds ;  its  sides  being  chequered 
with  stunted  forests,  broken  rocks,  precipices,  and 
deep  ravines,  covered  witli  trees  and  plants  of  the 
most  delightful  verdure.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  roaring  torrent  rushed  through  winding  chasms, 
and,  bursting  into  cataracts  at  various  points,  as  it 
fell  over  the  steep  declivities  of  the  mountain,  at 
length  became  a  beautiful  stream  meandering 
quietly  through  the  small,  but  exquisitely  cultiva- 
ted, plain  below.  After  continuing  its  course 
for  a  couple  of  miles,  it  reached  the  sea  shore; 
where,  leaping  over  a  lofty  {)er|)endicular  cliff, 
it  mingled  its  waters  with  the  ocean  in  one  vast 
sheet  of  foam. 

I  sat  for  some  minutes  on  the  rock  in  silent  con- 
templation of  this  magnificent  panorama  ;  nor  do 
1  ever  remember  to  have  experienced  so  complete 
a  fascination  of  the  senses  as  at  that  moment, 
^ly  guardian,  who  had  been  equally  delighted  with 
it,  first  broke  silence. 

"  Walter,"  said  he,  "  how  sublime,  how^  won- 
derful, how  enchanting  are  tlie  works  of  God  ! '' 

Just  as  I  was  about  to  reply,  I  turned  towards 
my  black  guide,  who,  perched  upon  a  stone  in  the 
posture  before  described,  resembled  a  large  ba- 
boon ;  and  his  snoring  was  so  loud,  that,  at  the 
first  glance,  I  could  not  avoid  bursting  into  a  fit 
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of  laughter.  My  guardian,  who  had  not  until 
then  discovered  Ctesar,  joined  me ;  observing,  at 
the  same  time,  "  How  indifferent  to  the  sublime 
works  of  nature  must  be  the  feelings  of  that  poor 
fellow,  wlien  he  can  fall  asleep  with  such  a  pros- 
pect before  his  eyes  !  Come,  let  us  rouse  him  and 
make  our  way  to  the  summit." 

I  shook  liim  twice  by  the  shoulders  before  he 
awoke,  when,  springing  upon  liis  feet,  he  ex- 
claimed, with  a  loud  laugh  — 

"  That  you,  massa  ?  you  look  long  time ;  very 
fine  sight:  ha!  ha!  massa:  but  this  is  nothing 
at  all ;  when  we  get  up  j'onder,  then  you  see  more 
fine !  more  fine  !  too  much  fine  !  " 

We  had  now  to  climb  the  steepest  part  of  the 
ascent,  but  %vhicli  our  sable  friend  scamjjered  over, 
as  usual,  in  a  few  minutes  ;  and,  resuming  his  ac- 
customed posture  at  the  top,  remained  to  watch 
our  progress  and  nwail  our  arrival.  Our  march 
was  slow  and  fatiguing,  the  day  being  very  hot, 
and  we  perspired  freely ;  but  at  length  we  found 
ourselves  again  at  the  side  of  Caesar.  The  plain 
beneath  appeared  about  six  or  eight  miles  in  ex- 
tent, highly  cullivatcfl  with  sugar,  coffee,  cotton, 
cloves,  &c,  all  beautifully  verdant.  Another  small 
river,  bursting  in  cataracts  from  the  mountain  side 
and  falling  over  the  rocks  at  its  base,  intersected 
it,  and  wound  its  silvery  current  in  a  serpentine 
course  through  the  most  beautiful  and  best  culti- 
vated parts  ;  until,  at  length,  it  rushed  in  a  torrent 
down  the  steep  slope  that  bounded  the  opposite 
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side  of  tlie  valley.  Several  farms,  or  habitations, 
as  iWy  are  styled  in  tlie  language  of  tlie  colonj, 
helped  to  van'  and  beautify  tliis  superb  landscape; 
being  all  surrounded  by  walks  and  gardens  em- 
bellished by  art.  The  rocks  and  hills  encoin- 
pnfr^g  the  plain  were  covered  with  trees  and 
shrubs ;  and,  amongst  them,  a  great  number  and 
varietj-  of  vines  entwined  their  thick  and  verdant 
foliage.  These,  contrasted  with  the  craggy  pre- 
cipices, the  foaming  cataracts,  and  the  rich  aod 
varied  efforts  of  industrj-  and  cultivation,  formed 
at  a  single  glance  one  of  the  most  enchanting 
prospects  I  ever  beheld. 

Whilst  we  were  absorbed  in  wonder  and  ad- 
miration, my  black  guide  said  to  me,  "  Now, 
massa,  you  look  enough  that  side;  turn  round  and 
look  down  the  road  you  come  up."  I  obeyed, 
and  beheld,  with  a  feeling  of  terror,  the  narrow 
patli,  which  now  appeared  as  diminutive  as  a  line 
<lrawn  upon  a  cliart.  Below,  apparently  no  larger 
than  the  palm  of  my  hand,  we  could  distinguisli 
the  small  plain  we  Iiad  passed  in  order  to  reach 
the  base  of  the  mountain  ;  and  beyond  it,  stretch- 
ing far  and  wide,  the  boundless  ocean,  where  I 
discovered  three  large  British  men  of  war  cruis- 
ing off  the  island,  and  which,  at  this  distance, 
looked  like  jolly  boats  under  sail. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find,  on  any  other  part 
of  the  globe,  a  spot  offering  two  such  magnificent 
views  at  the  same  instant ;  and,  wliilst  I  contem- 
plated the  wide  expanse  of  waters,  and  tlie  enor- 
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moiis  rock  on  wliidi  I  stood  percliwl  lilio  a  bird, 
I  could  not  help  reflecting  on  my  own  notliingncss 
in  comparison  with  those  sublime  and  awful 
works  of  nature.  I  felt  pensive ;  and  an  unusual 
sadness  came  over  me.  "  I  perceive,"  said  my 
guardian,  "  the  effect  produced  on  your  mind  by 
the  objects  before  you.  It  is  because  j-ou  have 
had  your  mind's  eye  overstrained  by  the  vastness 
of  what  is  here  displayed,  and  which  it  has  been 
unable  to  embrace." 

On  turning  to  ask  my  black  friend  a  question 
about  the  signal  house  and  staff,  I  perceived  he 
was  again  wrapt  in  a  profound  slumber,  seated  as 
he  had  been  before. 

"  Hold  !  "  said  my  guardian  ;  "  don't  wake  the 
happy  fellow  !  Let  him  enjoy  his  nap,  whilst  we 
look  awhile  longer  at  the  objects  which  surround 
us,  and  which,  certainly,  one  would  suppose,  are 
capable  of  producing  any  thing  but  sleep.  How- 
ever, diis  only  proves,  in  some  men,  the  ascendency 
of  matter  over  mind,  where  the  latter  has  never 
been  called  forth :  such  is  the  case  with  our 
poor  black  friend,  whose  happy  temperament  it 
not  to  be  disturbed  by  what  would  render  lu 
miserable." 

After  resting  on  this  spot  about  twenty  minutes, 
Caesar  opened  his  eyes,  drew  forth  his  tobacco 
pouch  and  pipe,  and  began  to  smoke.  When  he 
had  finishctl  his  pulfs,  I  said  to  him,  "  Come, 
Ctesar,  you  have  enjoyed  a  good  nap,  an<l  have 
smoked  your  pipe  at  your  leisure :  lead  us  now 
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towards  the  Imbitation  of  Mr.  Malherbes,  to  whom 
we  have  a  letter  of  introduction." 

"  Oh  !  massa,"   said    he,    "  I  always   ready ; " 
and,  bouncing  up,  he  descended  towards  the  plain 
by  a  narrow  j)ath  that,  at  fii-st,  led  through  sorae 
woods  and  over  rough  rocks,  but  which,  as  we  ad- 
vanced, grew  smoother  and  wider,  until  at  length 
it  entered  a  large  field  planted  with  sugar  canca. 
After  passing  a  mill,  where  a  great   number  of 
slaves  were  grinding  canes  to  make  sugar,  we 
arrived  at  tlie  mansion.      It  was  a  building  of 
two  stories,  constrncted  rcgtilarly  and  with  great 
taste,  according  to  the  best  rules  of  architecture. 
Verandahs  ran  along  the  sides  most  exjwsctl  to 
the  morning  and  evening's  sun ;  and  the  whole 
was  surrounded  with  walks,  alleys,  and  gardens, 
where   shrubs    and    flowers    embalmed    the    air 
with  the  most  delicious  odours.     Our  attention 
was  particularly  attracted  by  the  alleys  of  clove 
trees,  which,  entwining  their  rich  foliage  and  long 
shady  branches,  formed  a  canopy  impenetrable  to 
the  rays  of  the  sun.     The  owner  of  this  deligiitful 
sjKJt  had  a  large  family  of  children, — some  of  diem 
young  ladies  already  marriageable;  and  he  received 
us  with  great  kindness  and  hospitality.      Although 
the  climate  at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain  is  ex- 
ceedingly sultry,  we  experienced  a  very  perceptible 
change  on  reaching  the  table  land  at  its  summiu 
In  the  evenings,  too,  the  air  was  sufficiently  cool 
to  render  a  fire  agreeable ;  and  we  slept  comfort- 
ably under  a  blanket.     However,  during  the  day, 
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the  sun  on  tlie  liig;h  lands  was  also  exceedingly 
scorching ;  but  in  the  shade  there  was  a  delicious 
coolness  produced  by  the  constant  sea  breeze. 
Nothing  can  be  purer  than  the  air;  —  indeed  the 
atmosphere  is  said  to  be  too  pure  for  persons  of 
weak  lungs,  and  a  long  residence  in  the  island 
produces  incurable  consumption :  the  moment, 
therefore,  any  symptons  of  that  disorder  are  dis- 
covered, the  patient  is  immediately  embarked  for 
Europe. 

The  Isle  of  France  abounds  with  all  the  finest 
productions  of  the  tropics;  such  as  pineapples, 
plantains,  bananas,  grapes,  figs,  oranges,  cocoa 
nuts,  shaddocks  or  pamplemouses,  vegetable  mar- 
row, mangoes,  jacks,  &c.  The  whole  of  these 
fruits  are  very  fine,  except  tlie  pine  apples  and  the 
mangoes,  which  are  sweeter  and  better  flavoured 
at  the  Philippines,  and  other  islands  of  the  China 
Sea  situated  near  the  equator. 

After  Mocha,  on  the  borders  of  the  Red  Sea, 
tills  island  has  the  character  of  producing  the  best 
flavoured  coffee  in  the  world :  and  its  sugar  is 
said  to  be  verj-  strong,  sweet,  and  the  most  profit- 
able for  refining.  As  there  is  such  a  small  pro- 
portion of  flat  land,  and  that  being  employed  for 
the  cultivation  of  cortee,  cotton,  sugsir,  and  spices, 
they  have  not  much  space  for  feeding  cattle, 
or  growing  grain  ;  and  beef,  flour,  and  rice 
are  imported  in  considerable  quantities.  Their 
flour  they  get  from  America,  and  their  bul- 
locks and  rice  from  the  island  of  Madagascari 
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which,  with  the  coast  of  Africa,  forms  what  a 
called  the  Mo7.anibique  channel.  There  is,  hon- 
ever,  an  animal  found  there  in  abundance  whoae 
flesh  is  a  gx>od  substitute  for  beef,  and  said  to  be 
Ten'  wliolesome  —  I  mean  the  large  species  of  the 
laud  tortoise.  The  first  time  I  dined  abroad  it 
was  at  ilie  table  of  a  wealthy  merchant,  where  I 
■aw  what  I  imagined  to  be  a  rump  of  beef,  larded, 
served  round  as  a  boviUi.  On  the  host  asking  me 
how  I  liked  their  beef^  I  replied,  that,  though  it 
was  less  fat  than  tliat  of  Europe,  it  was  extremely 
tender  and  well  flavoured.  He  then  told  me  it 
was  the  flesh  of  the  tortoise :  and,  if  he  had  said 
nothing  about  it,  I  certainly  shoidd  not  hare  dis- 
covered it  by  Uie  taste. 

"  Wlien  I  first  arrived  here  from  France,"  said 
he,  "  I  had  an  aversion  to  the  flesh  of  the 
tortoise,  on  account  of  its  ugly  and  disgusting 
apftearance.  A  friend,  however,  who  alwaji's 
had,  as  I  thought,  a  nice  piece  of  beef  on  his 
table,  smiled  one  day  when  I  praised  it,  and 
replied,  '  This  is  not  the  first  time  you  have 
spoken  favourably  of  my  beef;  I  am  really  happy 
to  find  it  is  to  your  taste,  as  it  proves  the  fallacy 
of  suffering  oimselves  to  be  prejudiced  by  appear- 
ances. I  have  often  heard  you  sa^',  you  wondered 
how  any  one  who  had  ever  seen  a  tortoise  could 
think  of  eating  it.  Now,  let  me  tell  you  that 
you  have  never  eaten  beef  at  my  table :  what  yon 
commended  so  highly  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  tortoise.' 
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*'  n»is  completely  removed  my  former  prej  udices, 
and  I  have  ever  since  eaten  tortoise  flesh  instead 
of  beef:  the  latter  being  not  always  to  be  had, 
besides  being  frequently  both  tough  and  dry." 

Fish  is  not  very  plentiful  at  this  island,  and 
many  species  are  poisonous. 

Our  stay  at  this  habitation  was  only  for  a  day 
or  two,  when  we  pursued  our  route,  on  foot,  to 
some  more  distant  one  ;  and  in  this  manner  we 
made  the  tour  of  the  island.  To  paint  all  the 
picturesque  and  enclianting  scenes  we  met  with  on 
our  journey  would  fatigue  my  readers :  suffice  to 
say,  the  romantic  beauties  of  the  interior,  where 
the  richness  of  the  vegetation  is  beyond  the  power 
of  words  to  delineate,  can  only  be  comimred  to 
Paradise ;  and  one  sometimes  meets  spots  so  truly 
enchanting,  that  I  have  sjH-nt  half  a  day  in  ad- 
miring what  I  could  have  traversed  in  half  an 
hour. 

Having  finished  our  excursion,  we  returned  to 
the  port,  so  charmed  with  everything  we  had  seen 
that  we  determined  to  vbit  the  interior  again  be- 
fore we  left  the  island. 

We  were  now,  as  before,  frequently  invited  to 
the  governor's,  and,  indeed,  into  all  the  best 
families  resident  at  the  port.  Tliey  seenie<l  pleased 
to  hear  us  speak  in  raptures  of  the  country,  and, 
more  particularly,  of  the  friendship  and  hospitality 
we  experienced  iliroughout. 

At  a  liouse  where  we  often  dined  there 
yoimg  French  lady,  of  about  eighteen  years  > 
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age,  very  pretty,  and  fond  of  conversation  ;  but,  as 
I  understood  she  was  betrothed  to  the  captain  of 
a  frigate  then  on  a  cruise,  I,  of  course,  was  cau- 
tious not  to  pay  too  much  attention  to  an  affianced 
lady,  and  whose  uncle  and  aunt  (for  she  was  the 
niece  of  the  host  and  hostess)  scemetl  to  watch  her 
narrowly.  However,  by  a  certain  unaccountable 
fatality,  it  constantly  fell  to  my  lot  to  lead  her  to 
dinner,  and  sit  beside  her  ;  and  our  intimacy,  in 
consetjuence,  increased  imperceptibly,  though  she 
had  the  art  not  to  appear  to  be  more  engaged  with 
me  than  any  one  else.  She  spoke  the  English 
language  fluently,  which  she  liad  learned  from  her 
nurse,  who  was  a  Londoner ;  and  thus  we  were 
enabled  to  converse  aloud  on  many  subjects  witli- 
out  attracting  the  attention  of  the  rest  of  the 
company.  She  gave  me  frequent  hints  of  her 
attachment  to  our  language,  customs.  Sec. ;  and,  at 
length,  went  so  far  as  to  say  how  much  she  re- 
gretted not  being  allowed  to  receive  the  visits  of 
those  she  liked  in  the  absence  of  her  uncle  and 
aunt. 

"  But,"  said  I,  innocently,  "  where 's  the  harm 
in  their  being  present  ?  You  see  now  how  much 
we  are  at  our  ease  even  before  diis  company,  who 
are  ignorant  of  the  language  we  employ  ;  and  we 
say  whatever  we  please  without  the  smallest  em- 
barrassmenL" 

She  smiled,  and  replied,  "  Tliis  is  all  true ;  but 
still  they  have  eyes,  and  they  watch  our  motions. 
Surely  you  imderstaiid  me." 
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"  I  tliink  I  do :  but  what  do  you  wish  of  me 
ferther  ?" 

"  That  you  would  visit  me  in  private;  I  won't 
say  aloDC,  for  my  faithful  Laura,  the  negress  you 
see  standing  behind  my  chair,  is  always  with  me: 
but,  nevertheless,  it  would  be  mueli  more  agree- 
able than  to  meet,  as  we  now  do,  only  at  dinner, 
before  a  large  society." 

"  But  how  is  this  to  be  managed  ?  You  have 
often  told  me  you  are  always  in  the  presence  of 
your  aunt  until  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  when 
you  retire  to  your  chamber." 

"  True;  but  it  is  then,  or  rather  at  midnight, 
that  I  desire  to  receive  you.  Come  to  the  large 
gate :  alongside  of  it  there  is  a  wicket  door,  which 
remains  open  all  night;  on  the  right  hand  of  this 
entrance  is  the  back  staircase,  leading  to  my 
chamber.  My  faithful  girl  shall  watch  your 
arrival,  and  conduct  you  to  me ;  she  will  also 
lead  you  back  again  when  you  wish  to  deparu" 

Tliis  proposal,  coniing  from  a  virtuous  woman, 

somewhat  startled  me ;   arid,  had  any  of  the  com- 

Ipany  been  looking  at  me  with  attention,  I  am  per- 

Isuaded  they  could  not  have  failed  to  perceive  my 

embarrassment.      Seeing    that   I   was   silent,   she 

[added,  "  Oh  !  I  see  you  arc  afraid  to  pay  me  a 

[private  visit:  or,  perhaps,  a  certain  lady"  —  and 

she  threw  a  glance  towards  a  beautiful  and  very 

lively   married  woman  present — "engrosses  all 

I  your  leisure  moments." 

♦•  Excuse  me,  madam,"   I  rejoined ;  "  yc" 
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really  mistaken.  I  confess,  however,  there  ia 
something  alarming  in  the  idea  of  approadiing 
your  chamber  at  such  an  hour ;  not  in  reference 
to  myself,  for  I  am  a  stranger  to  fear :  but  lest  I 
might  be  detected  by  some  one  of  the  family  or 
your  servants,  and  the  injury  to  your  reputation 
in  consequence." 

"  How  conscientious  and  innocent  j-ou  are," 
said  she,  rather  sarcastically :  "  but  don't  be 
alarmed, — my  reputation  is  in  my  own  keeping; 
and,  since  you  visit  me  at  tliis  extraordinary  and 
untimely  hour  by  my  invitation,  be  assured  I 
shall  take  precautions  that  no  one  shall  ever  know 
it,  unless  you  are  base  enough  to  reveal  the 
secret." 

My  honour  and  gallantry  thus  called  in  ques- 
tion, there  was  no  receding:  and  I  consented  to 
come  the  foHowing  niglit,  at  twelve  o'clock,  dis- 
guised in  a  sailor's  jacket  and  trowsers,  with  a 
good  stick  in  my  hand. 

"  This  seems  all  well  arranged,"  said  I,  re- 
suming the  convei-sation ;  "  but  now  there  is 
another  diiEculty :  how  am  I  to  absent  myself 
from  home  without  the  knowledge  of  my  com- 
panion, and,  what  is  still  more  difficult,  without 
your  uncle's  slave,  Cozsar,  who  sleeps  in  an  anti 
chamber  between  my  room  and  the  street  door,1 
knowing  it  ?  My  guardian,  who  sleeps  on  the 
other  side  of  the  hall,  may  be  kept  in  ignorance  of 
ray  movements;  but  the  black  cannot  be  de-^ 
ceived." 
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"  Oh  I"  she  rejoined,  smiling,   "  Cssar  loves 
me  better  than  any  one  vho  in  the  world.     You 
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lim  ;  he  will  never  disclose 
it,  for  he  is  true  and  faithful ;  so  you  have  nothing 
to  fear :  but,  recollect,  you  must  only  come  on  the 
nights  you  do  not  dine  at  my  uncle's,  for  there  is 
then  always  an  evening  society,  as  you  must  re- 
mai'k ;  and,  although  t/ou  go  home  at  an  early 
hour,  many  of  our  visitoi-s  sit  until  one  or  two  Iq 
tlie  morning,  playing  cards." 

Matters  thus  arranged,  she  began  to  laugh  and 
talk  in  her  native  language,  in  order  to  dissipate 
any  suspicions  that  our  long  conversation  might 
have  excited ;  and,  addressing  herself  to  the  lady 
opposite,  she  said,  — "Only  imagine  !  Mr.  Braba- 
zon  lias  the  effrontery  to  tell  me  he  thinks  you  the 
loveliest  and  most  amiable  lady  of  the  island." 

"  I  admire  his  effrontery,"  said  the  other,  giving 
me  an  arch  look ;  "  for  I  have  long  since  re- 
marked that  he  is  enamoured  of  me.  So  you  see 
I  anticipated  his  compliment ;  and  now  beg  to 
know  whether  lie  has  not  some  new  homage  to 
offer  to  my  beauty  ?" 

This  smart  repartee  disconcerted  the  young 
lady,  and  seemed  to  check  her  gaiety ;  whilst  the 
other,  with  a  triumphant  look,  continued :  "  Re- 
member, Mr.  Brabazon,  you  are  my  sworn  knight 
whilst  you  remain  on  this  island ;  and  I  shall  not 
readily  permit  you  to  bear  the  device  of  any  other 
damsel." 

I  bowed  assent.     My  fair  neighbour  was  silent 
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and  thoughtful ;  but,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  se- 
conds, she  suddenly  exclaimed,  "  Oh  !  tlien  the 
business  is  thus  arranged  :  the  married  ladies  in 
this  countrj'  engross  all  the  single  gentlemen; 
and  we  poor  spinsters,  on  entering  a  saloon,  find 
no  one  to  speak  to  but  old  bachelors  w  ho  are  out  of 
tlie  list  of  candidates  for  marriage,  or  jealous  hus- 
bands, who  by  an  affected  gaiety  are  trying  to  con- 
vince their  wives  tliat  they  are  indifferent  to  the 
attentions  jiaid  them  by  the  young  cavaliers." 

"  Well,  my  dear,"  retorted  her  witty  opponent, 
"  and  is  not  all  this  extremely  natural  ?  Get 
married  as  quick  as  possible,    and  do  as  we  do." 

"  Excellent  advice,"  I  exclaimed ;  "  pray  do  vou 
not  mean  to  follow  it?" 

"  I'll  answer  that  question,"  said  she,  softly, 
"  when  you  come  to  me  to-morrow  evening," 

"  A  broad  hint,"  thought  I,  "  but  you  will  find 
yourself  mistaken  if  you  suppose  I  am  so  easily 
ensnared  in  the  trammels  of  a  person  who,  not-  ' 
withstanding  she  is  known  to  be  engaged  to 
another,  has  the  imprudence  to  invite  me  to  her 
chamber  at  midnight." 

The  dinner  being   ended,  we  passed  into  the 
saloon,    where    I  was    rallied    by    the    charmingj 
woman  who  had  chosen   me  to  be  her  knight,  on 
my  new  conquest ;  at  the  same  time  she  whispered  ' 
in  my  ear,  "  Beware  of  the  captain ;  but  more  so 
of  her,  for  she  is  a  cunning,  artful  girl." 

"  Oh,"  replied  I,  "  the  captain  is  absent  on  a 
cruise ;  and,  according  to  a  proverb  in  your  own 
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language,  *  the  absent  are  always  in  fault.'  Tiien, 
as  it  regards  the  young  lady  herself,  I  should  be 
a  sorry  knight,  and  unworthy  of  Uie  honour  of 
bearing  the  device  of  tlie  loveliest  of  her  sex,  if  I 
did  not  know  bow  to  parry  the  attacks  of  a  maiden 
assailant." 

*'  Admirable  gallantry  ! "  said  she :  "  you  have 
replied  like  a  true  anil  faithful  cavalier ;  so  here's 
my  hand,  —  kiss  it,  and  let  your  lips  be  llie  seal  of 
your  fidelity." 

I  saluted  it  respectfully,  saying,  "  On  this  an- 
gelic haiul,  then,  I  swear  to  be  true  to  my  device, 
*  Love  and  Honour.'  " 

♦'  I  am  much  pleased  with  your  motto,"  she 
said,  "  because  the  last  word  of  it  is  a  pledge  for 
the  good  conduct  of  tlie  first:  but  enough  of 
tliis  nonsense, — let  us  talk  of  something  more  rea- 
sonable. You  know  I  am  wild  and  flighty,  and 
you  take  advantage  of  it-  See  that  you  conduct 
yourself  very  differently  with  yonder  prude,  who 
never  speaks  without  calculating  the  weight  and 
quality  of  every  word  that  escapes  her." 

I  replied,  "  You  certainly  would  not  have  me 
act  otherwise  than  like  a  man  of  the  world,  who 
should  always  endeavour  to  conform  to  the  cha- 
racters of  those  witli  whom  he  associates.  The 
young  lady  is  pretty ;  and  those  deep  black  eyes 
and  long  silken  eye  lashes  sometimes  emit  glances 
which  a  man,  who  is  not  altogether  an  icicle,  can- 
not behold  with  indifference :  and  when  she  pleasei 
she  can  be  both  sprightly  and  witty." 

VOL.  II.  ** 
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"  I  confess,"  rejoined  the  lady,  "  that  she  is 
pretty,  and  can  be  very  entertaining ;  but  there 
is  oftentimes  a  double  meaning  both  in  her  looks  { 
and  expressions.  This,  in  a  married  lady,  might 
lead  gentlemen  to  form  an  unfavourable  opinioa 
of  her  virtue ;  but,  perhaps,  what  is  in  us  deemed 
unpardonable  may  be  thought  becoming  in  a 
virgin  of  eighteen." 

I  smiled,  and  said,  "  Excuse  me, — I  tiiink  quite 
the  contrary ;  but  you  know  men,  as  the  song 
says,  generally  like  '  strength  in  wine,  and  weak- 
ness in  women.'  However,  your  remark  is  jurt, 
and  I  perceive  you  have  |)enetraled  her  character: 
but,  pardon  your  knight  if  he  is  sometimes  led 
away,  and  courts  the  smiles  of  the  niece,  in  grati- 
tude for  the  kindness  and  hospitality  of  the  uncle 
and  aunt." 

"  An  honourable  motive,"  said  she ;  "  gratitude 
is  the  first  of  virtues  :  but  let  it  not  carry  you  too 
far." 

We  were  now  interrupted  by  the  nncle  and  the 
niece  tliemselves,  who  approached  us :  the  latter 
observing,  "  Look,  uncle,  here  is  Mr.  Brabazon 
by  the  side  of  his  lady  fair,  as  usual.  Do,  my  dear 
madam,  have  the  kindness  to  tell  us  what  he  has 
been  saying  to  you ;  for  I  am  told  he  is  very  sa- 
tirical ?" 

"  So  much,  my  dear,"  said  tJie  lady,  "  tJiat  I 
dare  not  repeat  his  conversation  :  but  there  he  is — 
let  him  answer  for  himself,  whilst  I  run  and  say  a 
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few  words  in  Uie  ear  of  my  husband,  who,  1  see,  is 
sitting  alone  yonder  like  a  poor  forsaken  wight." 

And  off  she  tripi>ed,  giving  me  an  arch  look, 
and  leaving  me  to  settle  the  matter  in  my  own 
way. 

A  few  seconds  of  silence  ensued,  for  her  sudden 
departure  disconcerted  me,  until  at  length  I  ob- 
served, "  The  flight}'  and  thoughtless  character  of 
that  lady  is  too  well  known  to  require  that  I 
should  reply  seriously  to  such  an  accusation." 

"  Oh  ! "  said  the  uncle,  "  we  know  her.  She  is 
a  beautiful  and  amiable  woman,  but  wild  and  un- 
thinking to  a  degree  that  is  really  out  of  all 
bounds  :  and,  what  is  the  more  extraordinaiy,  her 
husband  is  delighted  at  it,  and,  instead  of  checking 
these  ebullitions,  he  allows  her  to  act  as  she 
pleases.  Just  now,  when  she  gave  her  hand  to 
kiss,  one  of  his  friends  near  him  said,  '  Look, 
colonel,  your  wife  gives  her  hand  to  Mr.  Bra- 
bazon  to  kiss.' 

" '  What's  that  to  me,'  said  he,  '  if  she  likes 
him  ?  I  should  not  be  offended  if  she  gave  him 
her  lips  to  kiss ;  because  I  am  perfectly  sure  of  her 
virtue.* " 

I  now  approached  my  guardian,  and  asked  him 
to  take  a  walk  with  me  into  the  garden.  Finding 
oiu-selves  in  a  walk  unfrequented  by  company,  I 
related  to  him  the  incident  which  had  occurred 
at  dinner,  and  the  awkward  situation  in  which  I 
was  placed :  namely,  eitlier  to  make  the  visit,  or 
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said 
paid  jm  by  the 
wtxj  vif^  to  speak  to 
oa  ife  ■aly.n.  Yoa  have  anticipated  me ; 
1  fad  ^Uf  gmified  at  tke  imda^nwed 
jou  hare  exphiaed  tbe  whole 
Tlvfe  ■  now  ao  iceeding;  jou  must  be 
jaar  appoaalBMal :  batracoUect  tbeToung 
ladr  h  engtged;  and,  no  matter  what  maj  be  her 
I  far  nnitiag  job,  yoar  hoaoor,  I  hop^  vfll 
itirMitir.d|  as  it  ahrajs  has  been.  Any 
I  tliat  Mi^t  be  taken  of  ber  panoo  or 
in  your  fiiToor  vould  be  iniquitous.  I 
toil  you  this,  since  you  hare  asked  my  advice;  but  I 
am  pemiailHl  yoar  canscieBce  wotdd  have  dictated 
it  to  yoo,  without  any  interference.  She  is  an  artfiil 
fptlz  therefore^  beware  bow  you  make  your  ad- 
Tanee*;  and  endeavour,  as  soon  as  you  can  retire 
with  credit,  to  get  rid  of  the  connection." 

I  declared  that  I  had  none  but  the  most  honour- 
able intentions,  and  thanked  him  for  his  good 
counsel. 

The  greater  part  of  the  company  having  entered 
the  garden,  to  enjoy  the  freshness  of  tbe  evening 
and  the  fragrance  of  the  flowers  and  shrubs,  we 
joined  them.  Tea  was  served  in  the  pavilion, 
and  sent  to  those  who  preferred  being  in  the  open 
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air.  All  the  time  I  remained,  tlie  niece  seemed 
to  watch  my  motions ;  but  1  scrupulously  avoided 
botli  her  and  tlie  married  lady  before  mentioned, 
until  we  separated  for  the  night.  When  I  weirt 
to  take  leave  of  the  uncle  and  aunt  she  was  near 
at  hand,  and  omitteil  not  to  remind  me  softly,  in 
my  native  tongue,  liow  anxiously  she  should  ex- 
expect  me  the  following  n'^ht. 

Tlie  next  day  I  conununicated  my  intention  to 
the  faithful  CtPsar,  who  grinned  and  smiled,  and 
promised  secresy ;  declaring  at  the  same  time  that 
the  young  lady  was  a  great  friend  of  his,  and  that 
he  loved  her  sincerdy.  Knowing  his  predispo- 
sition to  somnolency,  I  made  him  promise  to  sleep 
at  the  threshold  of  the  door,  on  the  outside,  that 
when  I  came  home  I  could  awaken  him  without 
alarming  the  family.  To  this  he  very  readily 
agreed,  saying, — 

"  Ha !  massa  very  cunning ;  he  know  Ctesar 
sleep  very  strong." 

My  costume  was  already  prepared ;  for,  as  a 
sea-faring  man,  I  never  was  without  a  pair  of 
trousers  and  a  jacket.  Tlie  night  came ;  and,  the 
moment  the  clock  struck  twelve,  off  I  started, 
grasping  a  good  stick  in  my  hand  in  case  of 
necessity,  and,  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
found  myself  at  the  entrance  of  the  court -yard  to 
which  I  had  been  directed.  Although  the  night 
was  dark,  yet  one  could  see  any  moving  object  at 
a  few  yards  distance.  1  had  no  sooner  entered 
the  gate  and  Himed  to  the  riglu,  than  I  iwrceivcd 
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the  white  garment  of  the  negress,who  was  standing 
at  the  door :  she  said,  softly,  — 

"  Come  here,  massa,  this  is  the  way ;"  and  I 
followed  her  cautiously  up  the  staircase.  When 
we  got  to  the  top,  she  quietly  opened  a  door  which 
led  into  a  small  antichamber,  and  from  thence  I 
was  ushered  into  the  apartment  of  her  mistreas, 
whom  I  found  in  an  elegant  dishabille.  She 
smiled,  and  stretched  forth  her  hand  with  a  lan- 
guishing expression  of  pleasure:  after  kissing  it, 
of  course  I  seated  myself  at  her  side ;  I  pressed 
her  hand  in  mine,  and  examined  her  pretty,  soft, 
tapering  fingers,  whilst  she  exclaimed,  with  a  sigh, 
"  How  happy  you  have  made  me  by  this  vish  !" 

"  The  happiness,"  said  I,  "  is  all  on  my  side, 
to  be  admitted  into  your  confidence  and  friend- 
ship, and  to  obtain  permission  to  enjoy  your 
charming  company  at  a  time  when  half  the  world 
are  wrapped  in  slumber." 

"  You,  no  doubt,  diink  me  imprudent,"  she 
rejoined,  "  notwithstanding  this  compliment :  but 
I  will  tell  you,  without  disguise,  I  am  now  so 
accustomed  to  your  society,  tliat,  when  not  with 
you,  I  am  unhappy.  As  you  dine  only  twice  or 
thrice  a  week  at  my  uncle's,  I  have  purposely 
invited  you  here  at  night ;  for,  situated  as  I  am, 
I  could  not  receive  you  by  day." 

We  now  talked  on  various  subjects;  but,  during 
the  whole  time,  the  negress  never  quitted  her 
post :  and  the  conversation  of  the  young  lady  was 
frequently  interrupted  by  sighs,  that  seemed  to 
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come  from  the  bottom  of  her  lieart,  and  the 
glances  of  her  coal-black  eyes  beamed  with  love ; 
to  which,  however,  I  was  most  cruelly  indifferent 

At  length  tlie  negress  said, — 

"  Missee,  it  is  most  two  o'clock,"  She  put  her 
hand  in  mine,  and,  with  a  melancholy  tone  of 
voice,  and  a  look  of  soft  attaclunent,  said, — 

"  Alas  !  we  must  separate.  But  I  beg  you  to 
come,  the  day  after  to-morrow,  a  little  earlier; 
we  shall  then  have  more  lime  to  converse,  and  I 
have  something  particular  to  communicate." 

On  leaving  the  room,  the  swarthy  abigail  con- 
ducted me  down  stairs  with  great  caution,  and 
stood  at  the  inner  door  until  she  saw  me  fairly  off 
the  premises.  When  in  the  street  I  felt  secure, 
and  walked  slowly  home,  reflecting  on  what  had 
passed,  and  racking  my  imagination  to  anticipate 
the  "  somctliiug  particular "  which  she  had  to 
tell  me.  Indeed,  knowing  her  to  be  jwsitively 
affianced  to  the  captain  of  a  frigate,  then  on  a 
cruise,  but  hourly  expected  home,  I  was  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  why  she  endeavoured  to  captivate  me, 
and  expose  herself  so  far  as  to  invite  me  to  her 
chamber  by  night  I  However,  thought  I,  since 
I  have  gone  so  far,  I  will  pay  her  at  least  one 
more  visit,  and  hear  wliat  she  has  to  impart.  On 
arriving  home,  I  found  CfEsar  stretched  at  full 
length  on  a  mat  placed  across  the  threshold  of 
the  door,  in  full  enjoyment  of  what  Shakspeare 
styles  "  great  nature's  second  coiu^e ;"  and  it  took 
half  a  dozen  good  shakes  and  thumps  to  rouse 
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and  make  him  open  his  eyes.  Indeed,  he  got  np 
at  first  with  them  shut,  and  reeled  to  and  fro  so 
that  I  thought  he  was  drunk ;  until,  catching  him 
by  the  arm,  and  giving  him  a  pull  that  made  him 
tremble  all  over,  he  unclosed  the  sable  lids  of  his 
still  more  sable  eyes,  exclaiming, — 

"  Ha !  that  you,  massa  ?  Very  good :  I  veiy 
glad.     Come,  massa,  time  for  you  go  sleep  now." 

Indeed,  I  felt  drowsy  enough  without  his  in- 
vitation ;  and  was  so  perfectly  cool,  and  so  little 
agitated  by  my  adventure,  that  I  soon  fell  asleep, 
and  did  not  awake  until  late  the  following  morn- 
ing. 

This  was  the  day  on  which  I  generally  visited 
the  uncle ;  but,  verj'  fortunately,  I  had  received  an 
invitation  to  dine  with  the  governor  that  could 
not  be  refused,  and  it  saved  me  the  embarrassment 
of  another  meeting  untU  I  should  see  the  damsel 
once  again  in  her  chamber. 

When  I  mentioned  the  matter  to  my  guardian, 
he  said  it  was  easy  to  conjecture  her  secret :  she 
disliked  the  captain,  and  wished  me  to  relieve  her 
by  marrying  her  myself.  I  said,  I  should  be 
happy  when  she  made  me  llie  proposition,  as  it 
would  afford  me  at  once  an  opportunity  of  break- 
ing up  our  intimacy ;  which,  under  all  circum- 
stances, was  not  very  creditable  to  her,  and  might 
draw  mc  into  a  quarrel  with  her  lover. 

Determined  to  settle  the  business  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  having  no  sort  of  liking  for  her  be- 
yond tlie  pleasure  of  conversing  wiUi  a  pretty 
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^irl,  I  prepared  myself  full  half  an  lioiir  sooner 
than  on   the  first  visiL      About  thirty  minutes 
before  midnight  I  set  out  upon  my  expedition ; 
and,  not  having  patience  to  wait  m  the  neighbour- 
hood until  the  hour  of  twelve,  I  went  immediately 
to  the  large  gate.     The  night  was  cloudy,  and 
unusually  dark ;    hut,   knowing   the    premises,    I 
found   no   difficulty   in   groping   my  way    to    the 
wicket,  which,  to  my  astonishment,  I  found  open. 
I  entered  boklly ;  but,  scarcely  had  I  put  my  foot 
on  the  stairs,  when  I  heard  a  man  cough  outside, 
close   lo  the  entrance.     What  was  to  be  done? 
Run  up  stairs  as  quick  as  possible  into  the  young 
lady's  room  ?  She  would  be  frightened,  and  would 
alarm  the  family  by  her  screams.     Run  out  of  the 
door  with  all  my  force,  knock  the  fellow  down, 
whoever  he  was,  and  then   make  off  as  fast  as 
my  legs  could  carry  me  ?     This  appeared  the  best 
plan ;  and,  as  I  was  about  to  adopt  it,  I  recollected 
that,  as   the  negress   lighted  me  down  stairs,  I 
observed  a  sort  of  arched  recess  or  closet,  under 
the  staircase,   large   enougli  to  conceal  a  man : 
in  an  instant,  with  a  step  as  light  as  a  panther,  I 
gained  the  s{>ot,  and  stood  there,  holding  in  my 
breath  and  remaining  silent  and  stiff  as  a  log  of 
Wood.     The  man  now  came  in,  muttering  to  him- 
self that  the  devil,  or  his  likeness,  had  passed  him. 
After  a  pause  of  a  second  or  two,  he  added,  "  No, 
it  cannot  be;  if  any  one  had  gone  up  stairs,  I 
should  have  heard  his  steps :  unless  it  be  really 
Uie  devil,  and  he  has  flown  up  iheui.     Curse  upon 
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that  Stupid  negress,  who  always  leaves  the  door 
open  !  I  'H  make  her  come  down  and  lock  it  her- 
self." 

And  he  ran  up  stairs,  to  my  great  joy ;  for,  if 
he  had  approached  me,  I  must  have  knocked  him 
down  in  order  to  make  my  escape.  He  grumbled 
all  the  way ;  and,  presently,  I  heard  him  call  the 
negress,  and  abuse  her  in  very  gross  language, 
demanding  how  she  dared  to  leave  the  door 
open  ?  " 

"  Oh  I"  said  she,  "  I  have  to  go  to  the  washing- 
room,  and  I  meant  to  lock  it  as  soon  as  I  got  the 
linen  that  1  left  there." 

In  a  minute  afterwards  I  heard  her  descending 
the  staircase,  and,  when  she  approached  the  door, 
I  moved  from  my  hiding  place  to  speak  to  lier ; 
but,  before  I  had  time  to  utter  a  word,  she  screamed, 
and,  letting  the  candle  fall,  it  went  out :  I  hurried 
towards  her,  and  said,  in  a  low  voice,  "  It  is  I,  — 
don't  you  know  me  ?  " 

Before  she  had  lime  to  reply,  the  man  from  the 
head  of  the  stairs  cried  out  to  her, — 

"  What  !  has  the  old  devil  got  hold  of  you  at 
*  last  ?  why  do  you  scream  and  alarm  the  house  ?  " 
"Oh!"  said  the  cunning  wench,    "just  as  I 
opened  the  door,  a  dog  ran  from  under  the  stair- 
case and  almost  friglitcned  me  out  of  my  wits!" 

*<  I  wish  it  had  been  old  nick,  and  that  he  had 
taken  you  with  him !"  retorted  the  man.  "  Go,  get 
your  linen,  lock  the  door  and  go  to  bed :  —  tliere  ! 
your  young  mistress  calls  for  you," 
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"  I  must  go  for  the  linen,"  said  she ;  "  young 
mistress  knows  I  am  gone  for  it,  so  don't  trouble 
yourself  about  my  mistress." 

"  Go  to  the  devil,  if  you  like  !"  said  the  fellow, 
whom  I  now  discovered  to  be  one  of  the  house- 
hold slaves ;  "  only  lock  the  door  after  you,  or 
I'll  tell  our  master  to-morrow,  and  your  black  back 
shall  pay  for  your  negligence." 

So  saying,  he  shut  the  door  at  the  head  of  the 
stairs,  and  retired. 

"  Thank  God  !"  said  the  negress ;  "  that  trou- 
blesome fellow  is  gone:  he  is  worse,  ten  thousand 
times,  than  old  master  himself."  I  now  ventured 
to  approach  her  again,  saying,  "Well,  here  I  am; 
but  I  shall  not  go  to  your  mistress  tliis  time,  as  it 
is  not  yet  midnight,  and  all  your  folks  are  stirring. 
Tliere's  a  piece  of  money  for  you:  the  next  time  I 
come,  keep  a  better  look  out." 

"  Thank  you,  massa,"  said  she ;  "  you  are  more 
generous  than  other  gentlemen :  one  young  officer 
come  five,  six  times,  and  never  give  poor  negress 
a  penny!" 

"  The  captain  I  supjwse  you  mean  ?" 

•'  No  !  not  the  captain :  another  fine  handsome 
young  officer." 

Oh,  oh  !  tliought  I,  then  I  am  not  the  only 
one  who  has  been  making  nocturnal  assignations 
witli  the  fair  damsel !  —  '*  Good  night ;  tell  your 
mistress  I  hope  she  will  excuse  me,  but  I  came 
too  early,  and  do  not  like  to  run  the  risk  of  being 
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seen  by  the  family :  I  shall  see  her  to-morronr  at 
dinner." 

Without  waiting  for  an  answer,  I  darted  out  of 
the  gate ;  and,  the  moment  I  reached  the  street, 
began  to  retrace  my  footsteps  towards  my  lodgings 
with  a  quick  pace.  As  I  passed  by  the  principal 
door  of  the  mansion,  where  there  was  a  lamp,  I 
saw  a  person  in  a  naval  uniform  approach  and 
ring  the  bell.  This  appeared  rather  extraordinary, 
as  the  family,  on  those  intermediate  evenings, 
did  not  receive  company  ;  and  I  racked  my  ima- 
gination to  guess  who  this  visitor,  at  such  an  un- 
timely hour,  could  be.  Thinking  of  this  incident 
and  my  narrow  escaj)e,  I  quickened  my  pace ;  but, 
on  turning  the  comer  of  the  next  street,  ran 
bump  against  a  fellow,  who  was  coming  in  an  op- 
posite direction,  with  such  force  that  we  both  fell 
sprawling  on  the  ground  •  Being  the  more  active 
of  the  two,  I  instantly  sprung  upon  my  legs,  and, 
brandishing  my  cudgel  above  his  head,  asked,  with 
a  threatening  voice,  what  he  meant  ?  The  fellow, 
raising  himself  on  his  knees,  cried  out  for  mercy, 
saying,— 

"  Oh  !  master,  excuse  me,  —  it  was  an  accident. 
Hearing  the  town  clock  strike  twelve,  I  was 
hastening  home  as  fast  as  possible,  lest  I  should 
be  locked  out." 

I  found  he  was  a  stout  negro  slave ;  and  I  felt 
not  a  little  pleased  at  settling  the  business  so 
easily,  for  he  was  an  athletic  fellow,  who  if  he  had 
been  inclined  for  mischief,  might  have  given  me 
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86me  trouble  before  I  could  have  got  rid  of  him. 
In  a  few  minutes  after,  I  reached  my  lodgings, 
and,  seeing  a  light  still  burning  in  my  guardian's 
chamber,  I  went  to  him  and  related  the  incidents 
of  the  evening.  He  smiled,  and  said  '  he  was 
very  happy  the  affair  had  thus  ended  ;  for  he  was 
now  fully  i>ersuaded  of  what  he  always  suspected — 
that  she  was  an  artful  girl,  and  not  very  correct 
in  her  morals.  I  then  went  to  bed,  extremely 
rejoiced  at  having  got  rid  of  the  appointed  inter- 
view, and  still  more  so  at  having  discovered  the 
real  character  of  a  young  person  who,  in  company, 
put  on  the  airs  of  a  prude  of  the  first  water.  I 
determined,  notwithstanding,  to  dine  at  her  uncle's 
the  following  day,  where  1  was  sure  of  meeting 
lier,  and  probably  the  gay  lady  to  whom  I  had 
sworn  allegiance. 

The  next  morning,  we  heard  a  salute  fired 
from  a  vessel  in  the  harbour,  which  was  imme- 
diately answered  by  the  fort-  Csesar  being  at 
liand,  I  sent  him  off  to  enquire  the  cause.  He 
returnetl  shortly,  grinning  and  smiling;  — 

"  Oh !  massa,"  said  he,  "  great  news !  Last 
night  the  frigate  come  in  ;  captain  go  see  young 
mistress  —  this  morning  ship  fire  salute  I " 

Zounds  I  lliought  I,  what  a  narrow  escape  I 
The  officer  I  saw  at  the  front  door,  by  tlie  light  of 
the  lamp,  must  have  beea  no  other  than  the  cap- 
tain himself! 

The  hour  of  dinner  came,  and  off"  we  went  to 
(he  old  uncle's,  where  we  found  a  large  party  assem- 
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blecL     The  old  gentleman  received  us  with  liis 
usual  polite  attention,  and  immediately  introduced 
us  to  the  captain,  who  appeared  to  be  a  coarse, 
vulgar  person,  yet  who  thought  himself  so  irresis- 
tible, that  the  woman  he  iiad  chosen  ought  never 
dare  to  cast  a  glance  at  any  one  else.     In   short, 
he    hovered   about  his  beloved  like   a  butterfly 
round  a  tulip ;  kissing  her  hand  and  caressing  her 
at  every  moment.     When   I  bowed  to  her,  she, 
changed  colour ;  but,  recovering  her  composurftl 
almost  immediately,  enquired  after  my  health,  &&»( 
as  if  she  liad  not  seen  me  for  a  month.     All   tliisj 
time  the  captain's  eyes  were  fixed  upon  us  with , 
an  anxious  stare,  as  if  suspicious  of  some  secret  1 
understanding ;  but  the  young  lady  was  too  adroit 
to  be  disconcerted,  and  schooled  her  manners  and  ' 
her  features  with  such  consummate  innocence  and 
diffidence,  that  a  much  cleverer  man  than  the  cap- 
tain might  have  taken  her  for  purity  itself.     She 
contrived,  towards  the  laist,  to  give  me  a  soft  glance 
from  under  her  long  dark  eyelashes,  which,  how- 
ever, I  pretended  not  to  notice;  and,  perceiving 
that  her  lover's  uneasiness  was  evidently  on  the 
increase,    I  retired   to  pay  my   respects   to   the 
colonel's  lady,  who,  as  usual,  seemed  prepared  for 
some  giddy  adventure. 

I  drew  near  in  the  most  respectful  manner, 
saying,  "  Behold,  madam,  your  true  and  loyal 
knight,  who  begs  permission  to  lay  his  homage  at 
the  feet  of  his  incomparable  mistress." 

"  Admirably  expressed  I "  said  she  "  but  badly 
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executed  :  retire  a  few  paces,  approach  me  again, 
and  I  Ml  instruct  you  how  to  perform  your  duty." 
She  continued :  "  Now  advance;  and,  when  you 
get  near  to  me  sink  one  knee  and  repeat  tlie  same, 
words."  When  I  did  as  she  required  she  stretched 
forth  her  beautiful  soft  hand  to  me,  which  I 
kissed,  and  then  rose  and  bowed  to  her. 

"  Tiiere  ! "  said  she,  •*  you  liave  performed 
yor  task  like  a  gallant  chevalier,  and  have  received 
your  reward." 

I  took  a  seat  by  her ;  when  she  observed,  in  an 
under  voice,  "  What  a  smile  of  satisfaction  beams 
upon  your  features  to  day  I  To  what  am  I  to 
attribute  it  ?  " 

"  To  the  felicity,"  said  I,  "  of  beholding  you." 
"  A  truce  with  your  nonsense  ;   Mr.  Brabazon  ! 
you  know  I  hate  such  fulsome  stuff:  tell  me,  can- 
didly, are  you  not   pleased  at  the  arrival  of  a 
certain  gentleman  ?  " 

"  Since  you  possess  such  deep  penetration,  I 
will  confess  to  you  that  I  am  pleased  ;  but  it  is 
entirely  on  account  of  my  good  friends,  the  uncle 
and  aunt,  who  will  have  the  happiness  of  seeing 
their  niece  soon  settled  for  life." 

"  How  much  I  admire  your  philanthropy!  But 
come,  let  us  now  walk  in  the  garden  ;  dinner  will 
will  not  be  ready  for  some  time,  as  several  of  the 
guests  have  not  arrived.  See,  too,  the  loving 
captain  and  his  &ir  one  have  already  anticiiuited 
us.  He  is  a  jealous  fellow,  who  acts  the  husband 
already ;  and  I  love  to  annoy  him." 
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So  saying,  she  put  her  arm  within  nune,  and 
we  strolled  into  the  garden.  In  a  little  time  we 
overtook  tliem,  and  walked  on  together.  A  short 
conversation  ensued,  which  was  spirited  while  it 
lasted ;  but  it  was  soon  interrupted  by  the  captain, 
who  began  to  play  with  his  fair  companion's  hand, 
and  raised  it  to  his  lips  at  every  instant.  At 
length  the  colonel's  lady,  who  was  vexed  at  having 
the  conversation  broken  in  upon  by  tliis  billing 
and  cooing,  exclaimed,  as  she  pressed  the  back  of 
her  hand  to  my  lips, — 

•'  Come,  young  gendeman,  I  see  no  reason  why 
the  captain  should  have  all  the  kissing  to  himself; 
here's  my  hand,  —  if  it  pleases  you,  salute  it  as 
much  as  you  like." 

I  pressed  it  several  times  to  my  lips,  and  re- 
marked how  soft,  how  sweet,  it  was ;  whilst  tlie 
captain  frowned,  bit  his  lips,  and  looked  em- 
barrassed. Slie  now  drew  her  hand  back  again, 
and  said, — 

"  Captain,  don't  look  so  glum  :  do  you  suppose 
that  no  one  has  a  right  to  kiss  a  lady's  hand  but 
yourself  ?  " 

"  Madam,"  he  replied,  "  I  am  engaged  to  this 
lady ;  and  some  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for 
one  who  has  been  absent  from  his  mistress  several 
months." 

"  None  whatever,"  said  she ;  "  I  recollect  you 
were  just  as  bad  before  you  went  away.  I  have 
scarcely  been  married  two  months ;  but  I  should 
like  to  see  if  my  husband  would  dare  to  fondle 
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me  in  company.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  this  coo- 
ing and  billing  beforeiiaiid  is  the  sure  way  of 
being  soon  cloyed  :  after  marriage,  you  will  think 
no  more  of  your  wife's  pretty  band  tlian  if  it  was 
a  piece  of  inanimate  wood." 

At  this  instant,  the  colonel  came  down  the 
walk.  Said  the  captain,  "  I  shall  address  myself 
to  your  husband,  madam,  on  the  subject." 

"  As  you  please  sir,"  retorted  tlie  lady :  "  I 
know  verj'  well  his  opinions  on  these  matters." 

When  the  husband  drew  near,  the  captain  con- 
tinued :  "  Gjlonet  I  have  a  complaint  to  make  to 
you ;  your  lady  declares  that  I  have  no  right  to 
monopolise  tlie  kissing  of  a  lady's  hand  in  com- 
pany :  but  recollect  it  was  the  hand  of  my  intended 
bride;  and,  to  disconcert  me,  she  made  Mr.  Bra- 
bazon  kiss  her  iiand  in  tlie  same  manner.  Do 
you  allow  your  wife  tlms  to  bestow  her  hand  to 
young  gentlemen  ?  " 

"  Wljat  a  strange  question  ! "  said  the  colonel, 
laughing.  "  All  I  can  say  is,  tliat  I  never  kissed 
my  wife's  hand  in  company,  before  or  after  mar- 
riage, unless  to  salute  her  or  bid  her  good-bye ; 
and,  as  to  her  giving  her  hand  to  gentlemen, 
she  is  perfect  mistress  of  that  and  of  herself. 
I  should  be  very  sorry  if  the  back  of  her  hand 
was  the  road  to  her  heart." 

"  Bravo !  my  dear  husband,"  said  my  lovely 
companion  ;  "  1  promise  you  half  a  dozen  kisses 
for  that  sjieecli." 
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The  colonel  bowed,  and  passed  on  ;  while  the 
captain  looked  exceedingly  foolish. 

We  were  now  summoned  to  dinner;  and  I  took 
my  seat  along  side  of  the  colonel's  lady,  whom  I 
found  a  very  sensible,  entertaining  woman. 

"  You  must  think  me  very  wild  and  very 
giddy,"  said  she,  "  to  take  so  many  liberties  with 
you  on  so  short  an  acquaintance ;  but  I  relj"  upon 
you  as  a  man  of  honour,  and  that  you  will  not  take 
advantage  of  my  levity.  My  husband  was  right 
when  he  said  my  hand  was  not  the  road  to  my 
heart.  That  passage  has  long  been  occupied  by 
his  image  alone,  for  I  love  him  sincerely  ;  and  be 
is  so  perfectly  sure  of  my  attachment,  that  he 
indulges  me  in  all  my  giddy  flights.  You  oee, 
now,  I  have  given  you  a  confidential  account  of 
myself;  and  as  I  hear  you  are  a  traveller,  and  are 
taking  notes,  dine  with  us  to-morrow,  and  I  will 
tell  you  tlie  romantic  history  of  my  attachment 
and  marriage  with  the  coloneL  It  is  a  story  diat 
may  sene  to  embellish  your  journal." 

I  accepted  the  invitation,  and  expressed  my 
knowledgments  in  the  warmest  terms  for  t 
confidence  she  had  reposed  in  me.  During  tl 
hitiniacy  that  existed  between  us  afterwards,  when 
I  was  luhnitted  into  tlie  family  as  a  friend,  I  had 
reason  to  be  perfectly  convinced  of  the  firmness 
of  her  character,  as  well  as  of  the  sensible  and 
judicious  conduct  of  the  husband,  who,  assun 
of  her  virtue  and  innocence,  smiled  at  her  levity. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


The  following  day,  at  the  hour  of  dinner,  we 
repaired  to  the  colonel's,  where  we  found  only 
one  more  gentleman,  and  no  ladies. 

"  You  see,"  said  the  lady  hostess,  "  I  mean  to 
keep  my  promise,  having  invited  no  females. 
After  dinner  my  husband  will  entertain  liis  two 
guests,  and  I  shall  relate  to  you  my  life  and  ad- 
ventures." I  again  thanked  her,  and  assuretl  her 
of  the  gratification  it  afforded  me  to  be  allowed 
the  honour  of  recording  the  history  of  a  lady  I  so 
highly  esteemed. 

"  You  do  me  honour,"  said  she,  "  in  accepting 
the  task  ;  and  I  have  the  vanity  to  hope  that,  with 
the  aid  of  your  pen,  I  shall  make  a  tolerably  good 
figure  in  print.  But,  remember,  I  wish  to  appear 
neither  better  nor  worse  than  I  really  am." 

I  promised  a  faithful  recital  of  what  she  should 
communicate ;  and,  dinner  being  announced,  we 
repaired  to  the  dining  room  to  partake  of  it.  It 
was  no  sooner  finished  than  we  retired  to  the 
garden,  and,  coffee  being  served,  in  a  few  minutes 
afterwards  she  began  her  story,  as  follows  :  — 

"  My  fatlier  is  a  native  of  France,  who  served 
in  the  army  until  he  obtained  the  rank  of  general; 
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but,  being  a  man  of  warm  temper  and  obstinate 
withal,  he  was  frequently  on  the  point  of  quitting 
the  service  in  disgust.  At  length  this  took  place,  in 
consequence  of  an  intrigue  of  some  junior  officers, 
who  dishked  him.  He  resigned  in  a  fit  of  passion; 
vowing  never  again  to  have  any  friendship  or 
connection  with  military  men  as  long  as  he  lived. 
"  In  early  youth,  his  imagination  was  excited 
by  the  accounts  he  had  perused  relative  to  the  Isle 
of  France ;  and  he  now  determined  to  purchase 
an  estate  there,  where  he  could  amuse  himself 
with  agricultural  pursuits,  fer  from  the  busde  of 
the  great  world,  which  he  detested.  He  accord- 
ingly sold  his  patrimony,  and,  placing  his  money 
in  the  hands  of  rich  and  respectable  bankers,  from 
whom  he  took  letters  of  credit,  he  immediately 
sailed  for  this  island.  On  arriving,  he  purchased 
himself  an  estate  in  the  interior,  on  what  is  called 
the  plain  of  \'ileni,  part  of  which  extends  amongst 
the  mountains;  from  whence  a  torrent,  or  small 
river,  flows,  and  intersects  a  large  portion  of  his 
und. 
"  Nothing  could  have  been  better  suited  to  my 
father's  purposes ;  for  the  estate  was  not  only  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  but  furnished  with  a 
noble  mansion,  mills,  and  magazines,  besides  a 
number  of  slaves,  cattle,  horses,  &c-  As  soon  as 
lie  was  installed  in  his  new  possessions,  all  the 
neighbouring  proprietors  visited  him,  and  en- 
deavoured to  draw  him  into  their  social  meetings ; 
but  in  vain :  his  temper  was  soured,  and  he  kept 
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aloof  from  everj'  one  except  one  old  gentlemen, 
his  next  neighbour.  Tliis  individual  bad  a  wife 
and  two  beautiful  and  well  educated  daughters. 
My  father  was  so  much  pleased  with  the  eldest, 
Uiat,  after  an  intimacy  in  the  family  of  eighteen 
montiis,  he  asked  her  hand  in  marriage.  The  old 
gentleman,  who  esteemed  my  father  highly,  im- 
mediately consented,  and  the  more  readily  as  he 
perceived  the  attachment  to  be  mutual.  On  this 
occasion  my  father  was  obliged  to  accede  to  the 
wishes  of  her  parents  to  celebrate  the  wedding 
with  balls,  dinners,  and  festivals,  as  was  the  cus- 
tom amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  island.  No 
sooner,  however,  were  these  festivities  at  an  end, 
and  the  newly  married  couple  fixec!  on  their  own 
estate,  than  he  relumed  to  his  former  retired  way 
of  living.  This,  however,  was  by  no  means  dis- 
agreeable to  my  mother,  wliose  love  of  a  country 
life,  and  the  rational,  solid  pleasures  which  accom- 
pany it,  made  fier  enter  into  liis  plans  with  tlie 
most  cheerful  approbation.  Her  lively  disposition, 
added  to  this  placid  submission  to  his  wishes,  en- 
deared her  still  more  to  him ;  and  it  is  impossible 
that  any  two  beings  could  live,  and  still  continue 
to  live,  in  greater  love  and  harmony. 

"  The  first  year  produced  a  son,  my  brother, 
now  nineteen  years  of  age,  who  is  gone  to  Paris 
to  finish  his  education ;  but  with  a  positive  com- 
mand from  my  father  never  to  enter  into  the 
military  service.  I  was  born  near  two  years  aftei 
him ;  and  my  father  was  so  delighted  at  having  a 
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^H  daughter,  that  he  took  all  possible  pains,  and 
^H  spared  no  expense  to  make  tnc  mistress  of  all  tl)e 
^^H  acquirements  possessed  in  France  by  women  of 
^H  the  first  runk:  and,  as  he  is  a  great  musician  him- 
^^^  self,  I  have  to  thank  his  assiduitj-  for  the  improve- 
ment of  my  native  talents  for  that  science. 

"  The  fame  of  my  accomplishments,  &c.,  made 
several  young  men  of  good  families  in  the  island 
anxious  to  see  me ;  antl  many  went  so  far  as  to  pro- 
pose themselves  to  my  father,  without  even  going 
through  the  formalit)-  of  an  introduction. 

"  Proposals  of  diis  sort  disgustetl  me,  and  were 
immediately  rejected  by  my  father  with  marks  of 
great  displeasure.     I  mention  these  circumstances 
to  show  you  how  much  the  manners  of  tlie  people 
of  this  once  blessed  island  have  changed  since  the 
French  Revolution,  and  the  introduction  of  what 
are  erroneously  styled  '  liberal  principles.'     My 
husband,  who  was  then  only  a  captain,  had  seen 
and  fell  violently  in  love  with  me  at  our  neigh- 
bour's: wliilst,  I  confess,  I  was  scarcely  behintU^^H 
hand;  his  appearance,  maimers,  and  conversation^^^ 
from  the  first  moment,  having  made  a  deep  im- 
pression upon  my  heart.     As  he  never  appeared 
in   uniform,  and  my  father  had  only  seen   him 
once  or  twice  before  he  was  intro<luced  into  the 
family,  he  knew  nothing  of  his  real  profession: 
not  having  any  suspicions  of  his  attachment  to  me^ 
he  made  no  enquiries  concerning  him.     Livin 
a  retired  life,  constantly  occupied  with  agricultu 
pursuits,  music,  or  study,  he  seldom  went  abroad 


i 


AN    IRISH   TBATELLER. 


263 


and,  wheu  he  did  visit  liis  favourite  neighbour, 
which  was  only  three  or  four  times  a-year,  he 
never  troubled  himself  to  enquire  into  the  charac- 
ters of  the  {wrsons  he  met  at  his  liouse. 

"  Matters  went  on  thus  smoothly  for  nearly  two 
years;  and,  although  no  positive  explanation  took 
place,  yet  our  eyes  had  long  since  explained  the 
secrets  of  our  hearts,  and  our  meetings  and  con- 
versations  were  always  of  that  confidential  and 
endearing    kind  which  can  only  exist   between 
beings  whose  souls  are  moved  by  a  mutual  passion. 
I  was  then  sixteen  years  of  age.     The  anniversary 
of  my  birth-day  arrived,  and  I  understood  tliat 
my  father  proposed  giving  a  dinner  and  a  musical 
party  in  a  pavilion  to  be  erected  for  the  purpose 
near  the  cataracts  of  the  small  river,  where,  in 
quitting  the  side  of  the  mountain,  it  bursts  over  a 
bed  of  craggy  rocks  to  wind  its  silvery  and  placid 
stream  through  our  lovely  valley.       I  heard  my 
lover  was  to  arrive  at  our  neighbour's,  and  that 
the  family  would  also   be  invited;    but  how  to 
manage  so  as  to  have    liim  invitetl  also?     My 
mother  was  so  timid  on  all  these  matters,  that  she 
never  even  proposed  the  reception  of  a  visitor  to 
her  husband ;  so  much  did  she  love  him,  and  re- 
spect his  determination  of  living  in  perfect  retire- 
ment. 

"  What  was  to  be  done  ?  Women  are  fertile  in 
expedients,  and  love  gives  courage  to  the  weakest. 
Two  days  before  the  time  fixed  for  inviting  the 
guests,    my   father    thus  addressed  me :  —  '  My 
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■el  check  to  all  my  hopes,  that  I 

■'ortunately  the  steward  came  in 

•nlJed  his  attention  to  some 

could  not  have  failed  to 

^s  painted  on  my  fea- 

_^^.^^     "^  -^embling  that  suc- 

^^^^^  am  undone  for  ever. 

^^^P^  -u  cruelly  malignant  as  to 

^^^^^^  I  tie  might  otherwise  have  long 

^^B  o  time  he  had  finished  with  the  steward, 

^^H  ered  sufficiently  to  avoid  his  remarking  that 
^HBht  he  had  said  affected  me  so  nearly :  however, 
^^mere  was  a  tinge  of  melancholy,  mixed  witli  re- 
sentment, left  on  my  countenance.  The  former 
arose  from  the  death-blow  my  fond  hopes  of  seeing 
Auguste  had  received ;  and  the  latter  from  the  idea 
that  there  were,  in  our  confined  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances, persons  base  enough  to  labour  to  destroy 
the  felicity  of  others,  from  motives  of  envy.  Af\er 
looking  at  me  for  a  second  or  two,  my  father  all 
at  once  exclaimed, — 

"  '  Really,  my  child,  I  did  not  mean  to  distress 
you  I  You  look  vexed;  but,  cheer  up,  girl !  I  shall 
put  my  determination  in  force  only  as  it  regards 
my  general  arrangements :  for  this  time  we  will 
make  an  exception.  My  neighbour  may  bring 
with  him  any  visiters  who  have  arrived  from 
the  port;  but  I  most  solemnly  declare  it  is  the 
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cliild,  the  festival  of  your  birth-day  draws  near; 
and,  as  you  will  be  tlien  sixteen  years  of  age^  I 
have  thought  of  relaxing  a  little  from  my  rigid 
sequestered  way  of  life,  and  of  giving  a  ft-te  on  the 
occasion.  Perliaps  your  mother  has  informed 
you  of  it?' 

"  I  replied  that  she  had,  and  expressed  my 
gratitude  for  this  instance  of  his  paternal  kindness 
and  attention. 

"  '  But,  papa,  who  are  you  going  to  invite?' 

"  *  Oh  !  our  neighbours,  of  course ;  particulai 
Monsieur  de  la  Plonibieres  and  his  family,  wi 
whom  we  are  the  most  intimate.' 

" '  But  do  you  know  there  are  two  visitors  at 
his  house  from  the  port?' 

♦• '  No ;  who  are  they  ?* 

"  '  One  is  the  governor's  secretary :  the  oilier  b 
the  young  Auguste,  who  has  already  been  intro- 
duced into  our  house.  You  have  know^l  him  full 
eighteen  months.' 

"  He  was  silent :  a  shade  of  displeasure  dark- 
ened his  features;  and  after  remaining  a  few 
seconds  wrapped  in  thought,  he  exclaimed, — 

"  '  Confound  that  secrctarj- !  I  could  have  wished 
to  invite  neither  him  nor  Auguste :  for,  although 
be  appears  a  modest,  gentlemanly  young  man,  I 
have  heard,  within  these  three  days  past,  that 
is  a  captain  in  the  army, — and  you  know  my 
terable  determination.' 

"  This  speech,  which  revealed  my  father's  disco-' 
very  of  my  lover's  profession,  was  such  an  unex 
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pected  and  cruel  clieck  to  all  my  hopes,  that  I 
almost  fainted.  Fortunately  the  steward  came  in 
at  the  moment,  and  called  his  attention  to  some 
pressing  business,  or  he  could  not  have  failed  to 
remark  the  despair  that  was  painte<l  on  my  fea- 
tures, and  the  paleness  and  trembling  that  suc- 
ceeded. 

"  '  Alas  ! '  thought  I,  '  I  am  undone  for  ever. 
Who  could  have  l)een  so  cruelly  malignant  as  to 
inform  him  of  what  he  might  otherwise  have  long 
remained  ignorant  ?' 

"  By  the  time  he  had  finished  with  the  steward, 
I  recovered  sufficiently  to  avoid  his  remarking  that 
what  he  had  said  affected  me  so  nearly :  however, 
there  wjis  a  tinge  of  melancholy,  mixed  with  re- 
sentment, left  on  my  countenance.  The  former 
arose  from  the  death-blow  my  fond  hopes  of  seeing 
Auguste  had  received ;  and  the  latter  from  the  idea 
that  there  were,  in  our  confined  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances, persons  base  enough  to  labour  to  destroy 
the  felicity  of  others,  from  motives  of  envy.  After 
looking  at  me  for  a  second  or  two,  my  father  all 
at  once  exclaimed, — 

" '  Really,  my  child,  I  did  not  mean  to  distress 
you  !  You  look  vexed ;  but,  cheer  up,  girl !  I  sliall 
put  niy  determination  in  force  only  a£>  it  regards 
my  general  arrangements :  for  this  time  we  will 
make  an  exception.  My  neiglibour  may  bring 
with  him  any  visiters  who  have  arrived  from 
the  port;  but  I  most  solemnly  declare  it  is  tlie 
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htt  time  Aoguste^  or  anv  otb«r  militarr  man, 
diall  esm*  mj  doors.' 

**  I  iussed,  and  thanked  him  for  his  conde- 
■eeasion :  bat  little  did  he  know  the  passion  that 
bad  taken  possessioQ  of  my  heart,  and  which  now 
became  consoled  hy  the  reflection  that  it  would,  at 
least,  be  gratified  once  n>ore  by  the  presence  of 
him  whom  it  adored. 

**  Full  of  this  delightful  anticipation,  I  ran  to  my 
mother,  and  related  the  conversation  and  my 
bthePs  promise.  I  know  not  whether  I  dis- 
covered more  than  usual  vivacity  in  pronouncing 
the  name  of  Auguste,  or  from  what  other  cause; 
but,  suddenly  fixing  her  eyes  upon  me,  with  a 
penetrating  look,  she  said,  — 

"  '  Maria,  you  are  in  lore  !  Tell  me  truly,  do 
you  not  feel  a  much  greater  interest  in  the  arrival 
of  Auguste  than  our  good  neighbour's  daughter  ? 
Be  candid,  my  dear  chileL  Do  not  attempt  to 
conceal  from  a  tender  mother  a  secret  that  your 
countenance  and  manner  have  already  revealed. 
I  know,  my  dear  ciiild,  you  are  above  using  de- 
ceit witli  your  parent,  and  I  await  your  confession 
as  a  mailer  of  course.' 

"  At  first,  a  cold  chill  ran  llirough  my  veins;  I 
became  pale,  and  trembled :  but,  as  my  dear  and 
best-beloved  mother  continued  speaking,  my 
cheeks  were  suffused  with  crimson ;  and,  at  tlie 
close  of  her  affectionate  appeal  to  my  confidence, 
I  threw  myself  upon  her  neck  and  bui"st  into  a 
flood  of  tears.     She  endeavoured  to  soothe  me  bv 
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the  most  eiulearing  expressions,  and  wiped  away 
my  tears,  entreating  me  to  be  calm  and  com- 
posed. 

•'  •  To  be  in  love,  my  child,'  said  she,  ♦  is  not 
criminal.  The  passion  in  itself  is  natural  and 
legitimate:  it  is  only  the  illicit  and  unrestrained 
indulgence  of  it  that  is  interdicted.' 

"  '  Alas !  my  dearest  mother,'  said  I,  recovering 
myself  a  little ;  '  I  know,  that  to  love  is  not  a 
fault;  but  I  have  committed  a  crime,  by  becom- 
ing aitachetl  to  one  whose  profession  will  draw 
ujton  me  the  resentment  of  my  beloved  faiiier. 
You  know  in  what  manner  my  acquaintance  with 
Augusle  commenced ;  and  that  we  were  several 
months  intimate,  before  either  you  or  I  were  aware 
that  he  was  in  the  niilitarj-  service." 

"  •  True,  my  dear  child,'  replied  my  mother; 
•  it  is  an  untoward  circumstance  I  greatly  regret, 
and  which  could  onlj'  have  occurred  in  this  dis- 
tant colony,  where  officers  are  not  bound  to  wear 
their  uniforms  at  all  times,  added  to  our  seques- 
tered mode  of  life  and  disinclination  to  meddle 
with  the  affairs  of  others.  However,  the  die  is 
cast  It  is  too  late  to  speak  of  preventatives 
when  the  disease  is  at  its  height.  Let  us  rather 
consult  on  the  best  mode  of  remedying  the  evil, 
and  rendering  as  light  as  possible  the  many 
crosses,  cares,  and  anxieties  to  w^hich  this  unfor- 
tunate passion  will  inevitably  expose  you.  1  have 
much  influence  over  my  husband,  except  on  this 
one  particular  point :  however,  the  longer  we  can 
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keep  him  ignorant  of  your  attachment  the  better; 
or,  at  least,  until  I  can  find  a  suitable  occasion  to 
imput  to  him  what,  if  suddenly  pressed  upon 
bk  notice,  might  be  productive  of  unpleasant 
consequences.  Your  lover's  family  is  noble  and 
respectable,  his  own  conduct  honourable,  his  re- 
putation unsullied,  and,  tliough  not  very  rich, 
he  is  by  no  means  poor.  These  circumstances, 
added  to  his  modesty  and  good  sense,  are  power- 
ful arguments  in  his  favour;  and  may,  in  time, 
enable  me  to  combat,  successfully,  a  prejudice 
engendered  in  your  father's  mind  by  disgust  and 
disappointment.  You  are  both,  as  yet,  young, 
and  the  delay  of  a  year  or  two  more,  ere  you 
become  united,  will  be  rather  advantageous  than 
otherwise.' 

•'  I  again  threw  myself  on  my  dear  mother's 
bosom,  which  I  bathed  with  tears  of  filial  grati- 
tude. We  then  talked  freely  of  my  passion, 
which  I  detailed  to  her  in  the  most  undisguised 
manner,  and  did  not  fail  to  lay  a  stress  upon  mv 
lover's  delicate  attentions  and  honourable  con- 
duct ;  for,  though  he  had  given  me  everj-  possible 
proof  of  the  ardour  of  his  attachment,  he  bad 
never  formally  explained  it,  or  sought  from  me  aj 
confession  in  words. 

"  Anticipating  the  delight  of  seeing  him  again, 
I  visited  the  pavilion  almost  every  day,  and  tlu 
time  glided  rapidly  away.     It  was  erected  on 
small  island,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,) 
formed  by  the  separation  of  the  river  mto  two 
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branches,  a  short  distance  from  the  spot  where  it 
bursts  over  the  rocks.  It  commands  a  view,  not 
only  of  the  cataracts,  but  of  the  course  of  the 
stream  for  two  or  three  miles,  as  it  forces  its  foam- 
ing waters  tlirough  the  ravines  of  the  mountains, 
which,  as  well  as  tlie  craggy  rocks  bounding  it,  are 
covered  with  tall  evergreen  trees  and  shrubs. 

"  How  often  have  I  gazed  with  rapture  on  tliose 
delicious,  and  never  to  be  forgotten,  haunts  of  my 
youtli  !  Before  you  leave  the  island,  you  must 
accompany  my  husband  and  myself  on  a  visit  to 
this  my  enchanted  island." 

"  I  liave  been  there  already,"  said  I,  and  im- 
mediately gave  her  the  detail  of  a  number  of 
interesting  objects  with  which  she  was  well  ac- 
quainted ;  but  added,  "  I  shall  be  happy  to  revisit 
tills  paradise  again,  in  company  with  the  presiding 
goddess  of  the  place."     She  smilingly  replied, — 

"  My  pretensions  to  that  celestial  apix*llation 
are  extremely  slender;  yet  I  must  confess  that, 
if  ever  I  feel  a  sentiment  of  exaltation  above  the 
common  lot  of  humanity,  it  is  when  I  find  my- 
self at  a  spot  where 

"  '  Nature  seems  to  sit  alone 
Majestic  on  her  cragg;}-  throne.' 

"  But  to  proceed  with  my  story.  You  have,  no 
doubt,  heard  how,  for  some  years,  the  mountains 
on  our  side  of  the  island  were  the  almost  impreg- 
nable retreat  of  a  runaway  slave  and  iiis  band 
of  desperate  associates  —  himself  the  most  deter- 
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niined  of  all,  and  wlio  went  by  the  name  of 
'  Nimble  Caton,'  or  *  The  Mountain  Cut.'  For 
upwards  of  ten  years,  during  which  he  infested  die 
country  round,  most  singular  to  relate,  he  had 
never  once  made  an  inroad  upon  our  little  valley, 
although  it  is  immediately  iu  the  vicinity  of  his 
haunts.  Whether  this  arose  from  any  iiarticular 
respect  he  felt  towards  the  inhabitants,  or  pur- 
posely to  lull  them  into  security,  is  wliat  I  cannot 
exactly  saj' ;  but  certain  it  is,  that,  until  he  had 
been  provoked  by  one  of  our  plantera  and  his 
slaves,  who  fired  at  a  small  party  of  the  band 
I>assii)g  peaceably  through  the  {)art  of  his  habi- 
tation that  skirted  the  mountains,  he  never  once 
attempted  to  depredate  upon  us.  This  wanton 
attack  urged  him  to  revenge ;  and,  with  iliat  vin« 
dictive  spirit  so  characteristic  of  the  natives 
Africa  when  once  roused,  they  came  down  in  a1 
body  upon  his  plantation,  murdered  several  people, 
and  ravaged  his  fields  of  all  their  productions.  A  , 
reti'ihution  so  dreadful  struck  terror  into  uur hearts.] 
Several  families  quitted  the  valley  altogether,  andl 
those  who  remained  took  care  to  erect  small  earthd 
forts  near  their  dwellings,  and  furnished  them- 
selves with  arms  and  ammunition  for  their  defence. 
"  The  Mountain  Cat  had  several  times  laid  in 
wait  for  the  women,  and  carried  five  or  six  of 
them  off  to  his  retreat.  Amongst  tlie  number 
were  two  planters'  daughtei-s,  who  had  the  impru*| 
dence  to  walk  out  alone,  some  distance  fi-om  their 
homes,  along  the  borders  of  the  valley.     Indeed, 
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I  used  often  to  stroll  about  unaccompanied,  only 
except  by  one  woman  slave,  until  I  heard  of  these 
misliaps,  and  my  parents  interdicted  my  moving 
beyond  the  precints  of  the  garden.  This  was  a 
cruel  disappointment  to  one  who  loved  to  ramble 
as  I  did ;  for,  wlien  my  lover  liappened  to  arrive 
at  our  neighbour's,  he  knew  my  haunts,  and 
sometimes  contrived  to  meet  me  with  the  ladies 
of  the  family.  However,  the  Mountain  Cat  having 
been  wounded,  and  closely  pursued  by  Auguste 
himself,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  soldiers,  he  had 
not  attempted  to  molest  our  happy  valley  for 
several  months.  This  by  no  means  operated  to 
make  my  father  less  cautious  iti  his  preparations ; 
for,  on  the  celebration  of  the  annivei-sary  of  my 
birth,  he  ordered  a  stock  of  arms  and  ammunition 
to  be  deposited  near  the  pavUion,  ready  to  be 
used  at  a  moment's  warning. 

"  On  tljese  occasions,  it  is  the  custom  of  the 
island  to  assemble  at  an  early  hour  of  the  evening, 
or,  if  tlie  fi'te  is  by  day,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  the  guests  partake  of  a  breakfast; 
after  which,  the  party  amuse  themselves  in  various 
ways  until  dinner,  and  a  ball  concludes  the  fes- 
tivity. 

"  The  happy  moment  at  lengdi  arrived,  and 
I  saw,  with  delight,  our  guests  gradually  filling 
tlie  pavilion.  Amongst  tlie  first  who  arrived  was 
our  neighbour's  family,  with  young  Auguste  in 
full  uniform.  On  inquiring  into  the  cause,  he  told 
Die  had  been  despatched,   with  about  thirty  sol- 
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diers,  with  orders  to  find  out  the  retreat  of  the 
Mountain  Cat,  and  bring  him  and  his  band  to 
the  port,  either  dead  or  alive.  '  Tliis,*  he  ol^j 
served,  *  was  a  ridiculous  order  with  such  a  hand- J 
ful  of  men,  since  it  was  well  known  that  Catoaj 
himself  liad  double  that  number  under  his  com-] 
mand,  all  active,  smart  fellows,  accustomed  toi 
scamper  over  the  rocks  and  precipices  likej 
goats.' 

"  His  recital  greatly  damped  the  pleasure  and] 
delight  I  first  experienced  at  the  sight  of  my  be-J 
loved.  I  could  almost  have  wished  him  at  the! 
port  again,  so  much  did  I  feel  alarmed  at  the  idea 
of  his  having  a  rencontre  with  the  ferocious 
savage,  whose  courage  was  known  to  be  un-] 
daunted,  and  whose  artifices  had  hitherto  enabled] 
him  to  elude,  or  to  cut  oft",  the  bravest  and  most] 
experienced  troops  who  had  been  sent  against] 
him.  Knowing  my  lover's  courage  and  ardour,  11 
shuddered  for  his  safety,  and  already  fancied  I] 
beheld  him  engaged  in  combat  with  the  terrible! 
and  desperate  outlaw,  who  had  sworn  never  to 
taken  alive. 

"  Our  interview  was  interrupted  by  the  ap»J 
proBch  of  a  group  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  whonif 
we  immediately  joined,  and  entered  the  pavihon, 
where  a  splendid  breakfast  was  prepai'ed.  A  band  | 
of  musicians  were  placed  at  die  distance  of  about 
two  hundred  yards,  on  the  banks  of  the  stream, , 
in  a  tent  erected  for  them ;  and  the  melodious  I 
notes,  floating  on  the  breeze,  and  repeated  by  the  i 
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murmuring  echoes  of  the  neighbouring  precipices, 
I  were  truly  enchanting.  During  the  repast  I  sat 
opposite  my  lover,  who  often  bent  his  eyes  upon 
me  with  t)ic  most  passionate  regard ;  but  it  was 
only  for  an  instant :  he  seemed  to  gaze  almost 
constantly  at  the  rocks  and  precipices,  which 
bounded  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  with  an 
anxiety  and  an  impatience  for  which  I  could  not 
account;  and  thrice,  during  the  breakfast,  his  ser- 
vant came  and  whispered  to  him.  The  last  time 
I  observed  his  features  with  great  attention,  and 
as  the  man  departed,  I  overheard  him  say, — 
"  '  That's  well — go  to  your  station.' 
"  One  of  his  friends,  who  sat  near  him,  in- 
quired if  any  thing  was  the  matter? 

"  '  Nothing,'  he  carelessly  replied,  '  merely 
some  orders  for  my  lieutenant.'  Then,  turning 
towards  me  with  an  expression  of  satisfaction 
that  I  had  not  noticed  before,  his  countenance 
seemed  to  assume  its  wontetl  composure,  and  his 
dark  brilliant  eye  beamed  with  love  and  fondness. 
The  heat  of  the  day  was  such  that  we  were 
obliged  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  pavilion  and 
the  tents  around  it,  where  card  aiid  billiard  tables 
were  placed  for  those  who  lovetl  play.  I  n  short,  every 
amusement  was  provided  to  wile  away  tlie  hours 

I  until  the  afternoon ;  when  the  sun,  sinking  behind 
the  mountains,  permits  us  to  walk  abroad  and  in- 
liale  the  freshness  of  the  evening  breeze,  filled 
with  the  fragrance  of  tlie  aromatic  shrubs  and 
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in  oar  dimaie,  do  not  emit  ibeir 
odoan  until  the  beat  of  the  day  is  passed. 

*'  AagDsics  win  had  been  with  the  ladies  all  the 
(ttfljr  pnt  of  the  nonung,  now  suddenly  quitted 
■elf  by  saying  he  must  be  abonM 
pCTiod  on  business  concerning  the  ser- 
Tioev  but  that  he  wwikl  be  back  in  time  Sen 
dinner.  I  therefore  felt  no  longer  uneasy*  con- 
be  had  received  some  orders  from  the 
at  the  port.  However,  five  o'cioci 
he  did  not  return.  Our  neighbour's 
who,  like  myself,  was  extrvmely  fond  of 
wHring  along  the  banks  of  die  ri\-er,  in  the  dtrcc- 
tiaa  of  die  calancts,  nring  all  die  ladies  engaged 
in  various  pursuits,  proposed  dial  we  should  take 
a  stroU  tberew  It  was  a  delightful  evening :  the 
omsie  eomiwaeed  a  swvet  tuid  pensive  air  just  as 
we  reached  the  banks  of  the  river,  and,  at  that 
mooMOt,  could  I  only  have  bad  AwtgastB  at  my  ■ 
tidey  I  eliouid  have  been  the  happiest  of  mortals. 
But  iherc  was  soaefhing  unaccountable  in  his 
absence ;  and  thb  reflection  produced 
I  amuety  in  my  boeom,  that  the  niusic  and ' 
all  the  romantic  beauties  of  nature  lost  their  in- 
teivst,  and  I  became  pensive,  almost  tomelancltoly. 
As  wv  approached  what  is  called  the  lower  cata- 
ract, where  a  number  of  flat  rocks  traverse  the ' 
bed  of  the  river,  and  form  a  sort  of  natural 
bridge,  the  young  lady  who  accompanied  me 
suddenly  seized  my  arm,  and  exclaimed,  —  '  Look, 
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Maria  I  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  among  the 
rocks,  are  some  of  Augustc's  jiarty-' 

*'  Turning  in  the  direction  to  which  she  pointed, 
I  saw  two  men,  apparently  soldiers.  It  immedl- 
ateJy  occurred  to  me  that  Auguste  liad  purposely 
placed  them  there  to  prevent  our  party  from  being 
surprised,  and  1  involuntarily  exclaimed, — 

"  '  Ah,  how  kind  and  prudent  it  was  in  him  to 
think  of  us  I' 

**  Scarcely  had  I  uttered  these  words,  when,  sud- 
denly, we  heard  a  wikl  uproar  at  the  pavilion, 
'nie  firing  of  guns,  and  the  screaming  of  women, 
were  followed  by  a  number  of  confused  noises,  but 
too  plainly  indicating  tliat  some  dreadt\il  occurrence 
had  taken  place.  Pale  and  trembling,  our  hearts 
sunk  within  us,  and  we  hastily  turned  round  to  re- 
trace our  footsteps.  Hardly  had  we  advanced  a 
dozen  paces,  ere  I  felt  myself  grasped  roimd  the 
waist  by  a  powerful  arm.  I  immediately  fainted, 
and  had  not  the  slightest  feeling  or  recollection  of 
what  happened  to  me  afterwards,  until  I  awoke,  as 
if  from  a  troubled  dream ;  and,  dreadful  to  relate ! 
beheld  my  lover  in  close  combat  with  two  athletic 
negroes,  from  whom  he  had  received  a  wound  in 
the  arm,  and  his  blood  trickled  down  upon  my 
face  and  bosom !  This  horrible  sight  froze  the 
\ital  current  of  my  heart,  and  again  I  swooned 
away." 

Here  the  lovely  narrator  paused.  Deeply  af- 
fected at  the  recollection  of  that  dreadful  moment, 
slie  sighed  heavily,  until  tears  came  to  her  relief. 
M  6 
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"  Excuse  a  woin&ii's  weakness,"  said  die,  after 
a  few  minutes*  silence ;  "  but  the  bare  reoMm- 
braiice  of  that  day  is  painful.  Judge,  then,  of 
what  the  reality  must  have  been.  It  is  but  sel- 
dom I  can  prevail  upon  myself  to  refer  to  it ;  aad 
you  must  ri-ceive  it  as  an  instance  of  a  very  parti- 
cular friendship  that  I  am  induced  to  give  you 
these  details." 

I  expressed  my  gratitude  in  the  warmest  terms, 
and  begged  her  to  proceed,  if  she  felt  equal  to  the 
task. 

"  I  cannot  tell  how  long  my  swoon  continued," 
•aid  the  amiable  narrator,  ''  but,  on  recovering,  I 
found  myself  in  bed  at  my  father's  house.     Feel- 
mg  my  hands  pressed  on  either  side,  I  looked  up^ ' 
and  beheld  my  father. 

"  '  Oh,  my  beloved,  my  long-lust  parent!'  I  ex-j 
olaimed. 

"  '  Compose  yourself,  my  child,'  said  he»  cl 
ing  me  to  his  heart ;  *  see,  yonder  is  your  mother.' 

I  turned  my  head  towards  her,  and  said,  as  sfaaj 
embraced  me, — 

"  *  Ah,  my  dearest  mother  !  where  have  I 
so  long  from  you  ?'  and  I  pressed  her  to  my  bo»1 
som.  She  replied  in  gentle  accents,  telling  me  to] 
be  calm, — that  all  was  well. 

"  '  Don't  talk  any  more,  ray  child,'  said  she, 
'  at  least  for  an  hour.  Take  some  of  tliis  nourish- 
ing drink,  and  then  the  doctor  will  permit  you  to 
converse.' 
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"  *  What  do  you  mean  ?'  said  I.  »  Have  I  then 
beeniU?' 

"  •  Yes,  my  dear  child,'  replied  my  tatlier, 
•  very  ill,  and  you  are  still  weak ;  repose  yourself 
■while,  therefore,  and  we  will  relate  every  thing, 
and  suffer  you  to  question  us.' 

"  This  injunction  was  sufficient ;  I  took  the 
nourishing  drink  that  was  oiFered  to  me :  it 
seemed  delicious.  I  then  lay  quite  still  for  a  few 
minutes,  and  fell  asleep.  When  I  awoke,  I  felt 
strong  and  refreshed.  Whether  I  had  dreamt 
of  my  beloved  or  not,  I  do  not  remember ;  but  the 
first  thing  I  said  to  my  mother  was,  *  Where  is 
Auguste?  what  has  become  of  him?  I  thought 
I  saw  him  murdered  !' 

"  '  Compose  yourself,  my  beloved  child,'  said 
flhe ;  *  lie  is  well.  He  has  received  orders  to  re- 
turn to  the  port,  but  he  will  be  here  in  the  course 
of  a  week.' 

"  Three  daj-s  passed  away,  and  I  had  acquired 
strength  enough  to  walk  about  my  room,  before 
my  fatlicr  would  permit  me  to  listen  to  the  dread- 
ful occurrences  at  the  pavilion.  At  lengtli  my 
impatience  and  anxiety  rose  to  such  a  height, 
that,  fearing  they  might  produce  a  fever,  he  con- 
fided the  task  to  the  tender  and  prudent  care  of 
my  mother.  She  began  by  informing  me  that, 
three  days  before  my  birth-day,  my  lover  had  dis- 
covered, by  means  of  a  faithful  negro  spy,  who 
knew  all  the  haunts  and  manoeuvres  of  the 
Mountain  Cat,  that  he  was  in  our  neighbourhood. 
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'  Alarmed  lest  he  should  attack  us  in  tbe 
uur  fLrstival,  when  we  gliouid  be  taken  ia  a 
feiicc'lcsM  state,  he  spoke  to  our  neighboor 
advise  your  father  to  prepare  guns  aod 
iiitioi),  in  a  tent  set  apart  for  that  purpose.  Ia 
tile  (lend  ut'  the  night,  previous  to  the  annivi 
of  your  birth,  he  divided  his  thirty  men  into  three 
narti(.*(«,  ^ave  them  provisions  and  ammnnilmiit 
and  directed  ilieni  to  cross  the  river  and  oonoeal' 
theirisi-lves  in  seitarate  si^ts  amongst  tbe  crags 
iind  j)ri'cipieces  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  dose 
to  ilii-  river.  One  party  was  stationed  immedi- 
ately opposite  the  pavilion,  anoUier  a  little  above 
it,  and  the  third  just  below.  Auguste,  after  he 
left  us,  went  up  to  the  cataracts,  with  a  very 
stout  and  courageous  negro  of  known  fidelity,  to 
meet  his  spy,  who  was  to  give  him  certain  intel- 
ligence whether  the  Mountain  Cat  intended  to 
attack  the  pavilion  or  not.  Tliis  man  commu- 
nicated the  whole  plan  of  attack  premeditated  by 
the  hand;  and  where  the  Mountain  Cat,  with  the  ; 
bravest  nuui  of  his  iroop,  had  secreted  himself,  in 
the  caverns  of  the  large  rocks,  to  watch  an  oppor- 
tunity of  carrying  you  off  as  soon  as  dte  fight 
should  connuence.  This  he  meant  to  perform,  in 
revenge  for  tlie  close  manner  in  which  Auguste 
hatl  pursued  and  wounded  hint  on  a  former 
occasion.  Your  lover  then  hastened  back,  and 
communicated  to  your  fatlier  all  his  plans  and 
arrangetnents;  and  retpiested  him  not  to  lose  a 
moment  in  putting  himself  and  his  friends  in  a 
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State  of  defence ;  as,  in  all  probability,  the  Moun- 
tain Cat  would  choose  the  moment  for  attack 
when  he  supposed  the  company  were  all  lulled 
into  security,  and  enjoying  themselves  at  dinner. 

"  ♦  This  done,  he  returned  hastily  towards  the 
cataracts,  accompanied  by  his  sturdy  and  faithful 
negro.  They  were  each  armed  with  a  brace  of 
pistols,  besides  a  trusty  cutlass;  and  Auguste, 
throwing  off  his  uniform,  dresse<l  himself  in  a  light 
thin  jacket  and  trowsers,  so  as  to  have  free  use  of 
his  limbs.  He  had  scarcely  approached  his  place 
of  destination,  when  he  heard  the  firing  at  the 
pavilion,  and  in  an  instant  after  saw  the  ferocious 
bandit  with  you  upon  his  shoulder,  and  the  other 
negro  with  his  friend's  daughter,  just  about  to 
cross  the  river  at  the  flat  rocks  I  have  before 
described. 

'  Though  they  pursued  them  with  all  ^wssiblc 
,  the  Mountain  Cat  and  his  comrade  were 
to  Bwift  of  foot,  they  could  not  overtake  them 
until  after  they  had  crossed  and  began  to  ascend 
the  mountain  slope.  Looking  round,  and  seeing 
themselves  followed  so  closely  that  there  was  no 
possibility  of  escaping,  they  laid  their  burdens 
u|X)n  a  rock,  and,  turning  round,  prepared  to  meet 
their  foes  wiUi  that  undainited  spirit  for  which 
they  have  always  been  celebrated. 

"  '  Caton  had  a  pistol  and  a  cudass  in  his  belt ; 
his  follower  was  armed  with  the  latter  weajwn 
only.  Auguste,  who  recognised  the  Mountain 
Cat  the  instant  he  saw  him,  and  who  was  roused 
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to  madness  at  seeing  you  lie  on  the  rock,  to  tH 
appearance  dead,  now  called  to  his  servant  lo 
attack  the  other  n^ro.  "  But  leave  yon  villain," 
said  lie,  "  to  my  vengeance."  As  he  rushed  for- 
wards, the  robber  fired  his  pistol.  The  ball 
struck  him  on  the  side,  but,  glancing  off  from  !■ 
ribs,  it  inflicted  but  a  slight  contusion.  Auguste 
then  discharged  his  pistol,  whiclj  wounded  the 
Mountain  Cat  in  the  left  shoulder;  and,  after 
firing  a  second,  tlie  ball  of  which  took  place  in  hii 
neck,  he  rushed  upon  him,  sword  in  hand.  Catod 
defended  himself  with  great  skill  and  bravery, 
giving  his  adversary  a  furious  backhanded  cut 
upon  his  left  arm  just  below  the  shoulder,  which 
laid  it  open  to  the  bone.  The  violence  of  the 
blow  beat  down  Auguste's  guard ;  but,  being  a 
cool  and  skilful  swordsman,  he  recovered  himself 
before  his  enemy  had  time  to  repeat  his  blow,  and, 
witli  a  well-directed  cut  at  his  head,  he  split  his 
scull  and  laid  him  dead  at  his  feet.  Almost  at 
the  same  instant  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  the 
faidiful  negro,  who  had  also  received  two  or  three 
deep  wounds,  pierce  his  adversary  to  the  heart. 
Wounded  as  he  was,  the  brave  youth  raised  you 
upon  his  shoulder,  and,  following  the  steps  of  his 
servant,  attempted  to  recross  the  river;  but,  just 
as  he  got  half  way,  his  foot  slipped,  and  he  fell 
into  the  deep  centre  channel,  weakened  by  exer- 
tion and  loss  of  blood.  The  rapid  current  hurried 
him  down  towards  the  pavilion,  imtil,  fortunately, 
he  was  tlu'own  against  a  flat  rock  tliat  rose  a  little 
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above  die  surface  of  the  water.  On  reaching  the 
bank  he  laid  you  on  llie  ground,  under  the  sliel- 
tering  branches  of  a  large  tree,  and  was  busily 
Qgaged  iu  endeavouring  to  restore  animation, 
when  he  perceived  two  stout  negroes,  armed  with 
cutlasses,  wading  from  the  mountain  side  of  the 
river  to  attack  liini.  He  prepared  to  meet  his 
assailants,  firm  as  the  rock  on  which  he  stood. 
On  the  opjx)site  bank  of  the  river  he  saw  his  faith- 
ful attendant,  who  apjioared  in  the  utmost  anxiety 
for  his  master's  safety ;  but,  being  unable  to  swim, 
and  the  chxiniel  being  wide  and  rapid,  he  could 
render  him  no  assistance.  Just  at  this  critical 
juncture  two  soldiers,  who  were  sent  to  intercept 
stragglers,  appeared  in  sight,  and  to  them  he  made 
signs  that  some  one  wanted  their  assistance. 
Tliey  ran  along  tlie  shore,  and,  after  passing  a 
jutting  precipice,  discovered  their  captain  engaged 
with  the  two  negroes.  Though  he  had  wounded 
one  of  them  desperately  in  tJie  neck,  the  other, 
who  was  more  expert,  had  given  him  two  deep 
sabre  cuts,  which  bled  proftisely ;  and,  but  for  this 
timely  aid,  he  must  inevitably  have  been  over- 
come. He  was  now  so  weak,  from  loss  of  blood, 
tliat  he  fell  down  on  the  rock,  and  the  Boldiei°s 
conveyed  you  both  home  on  a  litter.' 
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CHAPTER  X. 

"  When  my  motlier  had  concluded  her  painful 
narrative,  I  exclaimed,  '  Where,  oh  !  where  is  ray 
beloved  ?  my  protector  !  my  saviour  !  Oh !  my 
dear  mother,  let  me  throw  myself  upon  his  neck, 
and  thank  him  for  saving  us  all  from  destruction. 
Ah  !  in  pity,  lead  tne  to  him.  Do  not  detain  me 
any  longer  in  tliis  horrible  suspense  !  For  God's 
sake,  my  dearest  mother,  listen  to  my  entreaties' 
Your  refusal  will  kill  me  !' 

"  '  Hold,  my  beloved  child  ! '  said  she  ;  '  listen 
to  reason  and  prudence.  Would  you  be  the 
death  of  Auguste — of  him  who  is  the  object  of 
your  tenderest  affections  —  who  has  saved  your 
life,  and  the  lives  of  your  parents  and  friends,  at 
the  risk  of  his  own  ?' 

"'How  so,  my  dear  mamma?'  said  1:  *ohI 
explain  yourself.     What  do  you  mean?' 

"  She  informed  me  that  the  wounds  of  my 
brave  deliverer  liad  been  attended  by  a  violent 
fever,  and  thai  the  doctor  had  interdicted,  in  the 
most  positive  manner,  the  sight  of  any  of  his 
friends  until  the  disorder  abated. 

"  Though  nty  mother's  recital  overwhelmed  nie 
with  grief,  I  promised  obedience  to  tlie  doctor's 
commands,  whilst  my  heart  was  a  prey  to  the  tor- 
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tures  of  disappointment  and  impatience.  Every 
iDOinent  that  I  was  deprived  of  seeing  liiin  seemed 
an  age  to  me.  I  fancied  liim  much  worse  than 
he  really  was,  and  thai  my  dear  mother,  in  her 
tenderness,  had  been  cautious  to  conceal  from  me 
his  real  condition.  This  agitation  and  suspense 
affected  both  my  health  and  spirits ;  and,  the  sur- 
geon having  declared  my  lover  out  of  danger,  my 
own  pliysician  advised  nty  parents  to  let  me  see 
him,  as  tlic  only  means  of  calming  my  anxiety 
and  restoring  me  to  heahli. 

"  Accordingly,  the  following  day,  my  father  liim- 
self  led  me  into  Auguste's  apartment  Weak  and 
emaciated  as  he  was,  he  rose  from  his  couch  to 
meet  me,  and  I  fell  upon  his  bosom  in  a  swoon. 
Being  unable  to  support  me,  he  was  obliged 
to  reseat  himself,  and  my  parents  placed  me 
at  his  side.  In  a  minute  or  two  I  returned  to 
my  senses,  when  I  found  my  head  on  his  bosom ; 
and,  gazing  uj)on  me  tenderly,  he  exclaimed 
'  Oh,  lovely  Maria  !  live  for  him  who  adores  you, 
and  who  promises  to  devote  his  life  to  you  alone ! ' 

"  His  words  were  like  a  healing  balm  to  all  my 
anxiety ;  1  embraced  him,  saying,  '  I  am  well, 
dearest  Auguste;  —  God  grant  that  you  may  soon 
recover  your  health  I ' 

"  •  Oh  ! '  said  he  immediately,  '  your  presence 
will  soon  cure  me  !  —  I  feel  already  much  better.' 

"  My  father  now  interrupted  us  by  presenting 
Auguste  with  a  roll  of  parchment,  saying,  '  Here, 
my  brave  and  noble  young  friend,  is  a  colonel's 


^ 


384 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY    OP 


commission  whicli  tlie  governor  has  begged  me  to 

hand  you ;  and  at  tlie  same  time  to  inform  you  of 
I  his  intention  to  visit  and  thank  you,  personally, 
I  to-morrow  for  the  very  essential  services  you  hare 

rendered  to  the  colony.' 

"  Auguste  rose,  and  was  about  to  make  his  formal 

acknowletlgments  to  my  father;  but  he  embraced 
him,  and,  taking  my  hand,  he  put  it  into  his,  say- 
ing, •  Now,  it  is  my  turn.  —  Here,  receive  this 
gift  from  a  father  whose  gratitude  can  only  end 
with  his  life,  and  who  is  proud  to  call  so  noble 
and  generous  a  youth  his  son-in-law.' 

"  We  both  threw  ourselves  on  his  neck.  The  old 
gentleman  wept  aloud ;  and  my  mother,  whom  we 
also  embraced  tenderly,  was  not  less  affected.  To 
explain  to  you  the  happiness  I  felt  at  that  moment 
is  not  in  the  power  of  words." 

My  lovely  friend  now  paused  again.  —  She 
seemed  touched  at  the  recollection  of  this  happy 
conclusion;  and  I  did  not  wonder  at  it,  for  I  felt 
myself  affected  almost  to  tears.  After  a  while  she 
added,  "  I  have  told  you  my  history.  —  You  hare 
known  us  long  enough  to  form  some  judgment  of 
the  characters  of  my  husband  and  myself;  and  I 
must  conclude  by  assuring  you,  we  live  in  the  most 
perfect  harmony,  and  I  trust  we  shall  continue 
to  do  so  for  the  remainder  of  our  lives." 

At  the  close  of  my  friend's  romantic  narraii^'e,  I 
could  perceive  it  had  a  great  effect  upon  her  spirits. 
She  became  pensive  and  silent ;  and  I  endeavoured 
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to  divert  her  thoughts  from  dwelling  on  the  story 
of  her  marriage,  whicli  although  eventually  for- 
tunate, was  certainly  accompanied  by  some  dread- 
ful incidents,  the  recollection  of  which  were  suf- 
ficient to  damp  her  vivacity. 

"What,"  said  I,  "is  the  colonel's  intention? 
Does  he  mean  to  continue  in  the  service  and  re- 
turn to  France,  or  retire  and  lead  a  quiet  life  in 
the  interior  of  this  romantic  island." 

"  My  father  and  mother,"  said  she,  "  are  now 
growing  old,  and  they  are  very  desirous  we  should 
live  witli  them.  My  husband,  who  is  as  much 
attached  to  tliem  as  if  they  were  his  own  kindred, 
—  his  parents  being  dead,  —  has  determined  to 
resign  his  commission,  and  retire  to  our  delightful 
habitation.  In  so  doing,  he  will  render  my  father 
and  mother  happy,  and  1  shall  rejoice  to  inhabit 
the  spot  where  I  was  born  and  educated,  and 
which  is  endeared  to  me  by  the  tenderest  of  all 
recollections,  —  my  first  and  only  love." 

"You  are  too  fond  of  society,"  said  I,  "  to  think 
of  burying  yourself  in  the  country  all  your  life." 

"  Quite  the  reverse,"  she  replied :  "  tlie  tone  I 

assume  here  at  the  port  is  not  exacdy  natural  to 

I  me.     1  put  it  on  to  amuse  myself  with  those  who 

["•re  fond  of  having  a  character  to  criticise,  and  act 

I  ao  as  to  make  them  believe  I  am  exactly  what  their 

envy  and  malice  could  wish  me  to  be.     Just  as 

they  are  persuaded  of  the  depth  of  their  penetra- 

tion,  1  change  my  colour,  like  a  clwuneleon,  and 
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throw  llie  scandalous  committee  into  confusion 
and  despair.  No !  I  detest  the  society  of  this 
place.  We  have  some  excellent  neighbours  in  tlw 
country,  whom  we  see  as  often  as  we  please ;  and 
tlieii,  having  leisure  for  music,  drawing,  reading, 
and  walking,  I  never  find  time  hang  heavy  on  my 
hands.  Here  I  have  not  a  moment  to  myself; 
and  the  company  one  meets  is  so  ill  assorted,  that 
1  shall  be  highly  pleased  the  moment  mv  good  hus- 
band puts  his  plan  into  execution." 

The  colonel  and  my  guardian  having  now  joined 

us,  I  thanked  her,  in  their  presence,   for  her  very 

interesting  story,  and  begged  to  be  permitted  to 

r'take  my  leave,  that   I   might   record   it   on   my 

I  journal  whilst  the  incidents  were  still  fresh  in  my 

inemory. 

In  returning  towards  our  lodgings,  we  suddenly 
I- felt  a  degree  of  heat  wafted  over  us  by  the  land 
[wijid,  such  as  we  had  never  experienced  before. 
tt  was  most  oppressive,  and  my  guardian  imme- 
raiately  said  he  thought  it  indicated  some  extra- 
rordinary  change   in   the  weather.     On   reaching 
ithe  door  of  our  dwelling,  we  met  my  negro  ser- 
vant, whom    1  questioned   concerning   the   dose. 
'Hisagreeable,  and  heavy  state  of  the  atmosphere, 
"  Oh,  massa,"  said  he,  "  that  is  a   batl  sigh 
I  fear  we  shall  have  'nother  strong  wind."     Vp 
further  enquiry  1  found  that,  four  years  previously, 
there  liad  been  a  most  violent  hurricane,  which 
had  done  a  vast  deal  of  mischief — what  Ca?sar 
called  a  strong  wind. 
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I  slept  little  during  the  night,  tlie  heat  of  the 
room  being  oppressive  bej'ond  example;  and, 
although  I  opened  the  windows,  I  found  no  relief 
from  the  admission  of  the  external  air.  When  day 
returned,  there  was  the  same  heat  and  stillness  as 
on  the  preceding  evening,  and  about  mid-day  it 
was  suffocating.  Not  a  breath  of  air  could  be 
perceived,  and  the  sensation  was  peculiarly  dis- 
agreeable, for  it  seemed  to  check  respiration.  This 
profound  and  solemn  calm,  which  alfected  the 
spirits  as  well  as  the  body,  was  a  precursor  to  the 
dreadful  events  which  I  shall  here  record. 

We  sat  down  to  dinner,  but  every  one  appeared 
little  inclined  to  eat.  The  conversation  was 
broken,  and  was  interrupted,  from  time  to  time, 
by  reports  of  an  unusual  swelling  of  the  ocean, 
and  the  busde  it  occasioned  at  the  port.  I  left 
the  company  early,  and  walked  towards  the  sea- 
shore. During  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  a  rum- 
bling, subterraneous  noise  had  been  heard,  which 
was  rendered  more  awful  bv  the  thunderinji  shocks 
rof  an  enormous  swell,  from  the  south-east,  against 
the  rocks  and  caverns  of  the  coast.  This,  and  the 
•creaming  of  sea-fowl,  that  flew  wildly  in  all  di- 
rections, were  the  frighlfid  and  tremendous  sounds 
which  broke  in  upon  the  deatli-like  stillness  here- 
tofore prevailing.  As  I  walked  along,  I  ol)served, 
in  several  places,  the  leaves,  grass,  and  dust  car- 
ried into  the  air  by  a  sort  of  partial  whirlwind. 
On  approaching  the  beach  these  sounds  became 
more  terrific,  interinixed  with  the  shouting  of  the 
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seamen  and  others,  actively  employed  in 
vouring  to  securt^  tlie  shipping ;  for  the  waves ._ 
mountains  high,  without  a  breath  of  wind,  and 
had  already  dashed  three  or  four  large  and  valu- 
able vessels  against  ilie  rocks ;  whilst  others  sunk, 
never  to  rise  again,  or  were  thrown  up.  lugh  and 
dry,  upon  the  coast.  Tlie  view,  from  the  hill,  of 
the  waves  beginning  to  roll,  and  at  length  rising 
in  mountains  to  the  skies,  during  a  calm,  wat 
80  extremely  awful  and  sublime,  that  I  ^^M 
riveted  to  the  spot,  and  gazed  upon  the  spectaoe 
before  me  in  silent  dread  and  astonishment.  In 
my  reverie,  I  pictured  to  myself  the  great  diffi- 
culty there  would  be,  even  in  the  open  ocean,  to 
keep  a  vessel  from  foundering,  in  the  midst  of 
such  enormous  waves,  without  the  least  wind  to 
assist  her. 

All  at  once  I  felt  a  tap  upon  the  shoulder,  and 
turning  round,  I  beheld  an  acquaintance  widi 
whom  I  had  dined  at  my  friend's  table,  and  who, 
also,  left  the  company  at  an  eaily  hour. 

"  Ho !"  said  he,  "  what  are  you  doing  here 
all  alone,  and  so  deeply  absorbed  in  thought  ?" 

"  I  have  been  contemplating,"  said  I,  with 
emotions  of  awe,  "  this  convulsion  of  i>ie  ele- 
ments ;  which,  I  presume,  is  the  forerunner  of  a 
hurricane.  In  my  voyages  at  sea,  I  have  expe- 
rienced many  violent  storms;  but  neither  before 
for  after  them  did  I  ever  behold  the  billows  roll 
[•o  tremendously  as  at  present." 

"  I  have  lived  some  years  upon  this  island," 
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said  he ;  "  during  whicli  time  tliere  have  been  three 
hurricanes,  all  of  them  precedetl  by  calms  like 
the  present,  and  the  subterraneous  munnurs  you 
have  heard  to-day;  but,  I  niuBt  say,  I  never  saw 
the  swell  so  high,  or  the  aspect  of  things  alto- 
gether so  alarming."  He  then  directed  my  aiten- 
iion  towards  the  horizon,  where  a  lung  black  streak 
api)eared  to  lie  ujjon  the  sea. 

"  That,"  said  he,  "  is  the  hurricane  itself.  It  ad- 
vances rapidly ;  and  with  such  violence,  that,  in  a 
lehort  time,  those  enormous  swells,  which  deform 
the  surface  of  the  ocean,  will  be  at  once  subdued. 
It  was  its  dbtant  impulse  that  has  driven  them  in 
such  terrible  shocks  upon  the  coast ;  but  now 
ihey  will  burst  upon  it  in  white  foam.  However, 
we  inii.st  not  remain  in  this  bleuk  place  until  it 
strikes  us,  or  we  may  be  thrown  upon  tlie  ground 
nd  be  severely'  wounded.  Let  us  await  a  minute 
10  see  its  ellects  ujmjii  the  waves;  we  will  then 
flescend,  and  take  shelter  in  yonder  large  stouc 
house  neiir  the  port,  which  affords  a  good  pro- 
sjRH,t  of  tJiv  sea." 

As  he  had  predicted,  the  wind,  in  an  instant, 
smoothed  the  billows,  and  whitened  iheir  surface 
with  foam.  We  hurried  down  the  hill,  and  arrived 
just  in  time  to  take  refuge  under  Uie  porch  of 
the  house  as  the  wind  struck  us.  Several  persons 
were  thrown  prostrate  who  attempted  to  brave  it ; 
and  when  it  first  assailed  the  building,  that  was 
only  two  stories  high,  it  trembleil  to  its  found- 
ation.     For  the  first  two  hours  the  wind  came  in 

VOL.  II.  u 


290 


AOTOBIOGRAPHV    Or 


Rudden  blasts,  which  unroofed  many  of  iLe  housei^ 
twisted  off  the  trunks  of  large  ireeas  and  tore  ap 
several  by  the  roots. 

The  roaring  of  the  waves,  and  tlie  subterranean 
riinihlinga,  were  now  drowned  in  tlte  louder 
and  more  terrific  whistling  of  the  wind,  and  the 
surf  that  beat  in  one  incessant  murmur  against 
the  rocky  shore.  To  this  must  be  added,  the 
crashing  of  shattered  vessels  and  timber ;  the 
rustling  of  trees,  whose  branches  were  broken 
short  off;  the  faint  cry  of  human  beings  in  dis- 
tress ;  the  screaming  of  birds ;  and,  I  might  add, 
in  the  words  of  the  song,  "  the  groans  of  the 
sphere:"  all  in  horrible  confusion  !  Vessels  were 
seen  dashed  to  pieces  against  the  pointed  rocks ; 
Others  sunk  at  their  anchorage;  houses  rocked 
on  their  foundations;  the  roofs  of  others  were 
borne  away  upon  tlie  wind ;  and,  altogether,  a 
more  shocking  and  awful  sight,  or  more  terrific 
sounds,  cannot  well  he  imagined.  As  I  stood  for 
some  time  contemplating,  in  silent  horror,  the 
dreadful  effects  of  the  destructive  elements,  1  felt 
a  sensation  of  the  most  painful  kind  at  the  con- 
sciousness of  my  own  nothingness,  and  incapacity 
to  afford  the  slightest  aid  to  those  unfortunate 
It'llow-creatures  who  perished  before  my  eyes. 

"  Alas  !"  I  exclaimed,  "  how  im|x>tent  and  in- 
significant a  being  is  man,  in  the  midst  of  such  a 
convulsion  of  nature !  He^  who  in  his  pride  and 
vain  glory  aims  at  the  sovereignty  of  the  world,  is 
here  no  better  dian  tlie  reptile  beneath  his  feet  I" 
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Whilst  I  was  tlius  reflecting  on  my  weakness, 
my  faithful  Cresar  came,  and  said  he  had  been 
seeking  me  every  where,  and  that  it  was  time  to 
go  liome :  "  for,"  added  he,  '*  it  will  soon  be 
night,  and  then  there  will  be  much  rain.  Come, 
massa,  let  us  go  home."  Before  we  started,  he 
warned  me,  whenever  a  heavy  gust  of  wind  came, 
to  lie  down,  otherwise  I  should  be  dasiied  to  the 
ground  and  hurt.  After  a  difficult  walk  of  near 
a  quarter  of  a  mile,  in  which  I  was  greatly  assisted 
by  Ca*sar,  who  warned  me  when  to  lie  down  and 
when  to  walk  again,  we  got  safe  to  our  house. 
My  guardian  was  glad  to  sec  me,  for  he  began  to 
be  alarmed  for  my  safety.  He  lifid  been,  also,  as 
far  as  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  but  returned  the 
moment  he  saw  the  first  streaks  of  the  iiurricane 
upon  the  ocean. 

Our  house  was  of  wood,  one  story  high,  com- 
posed of  four  apartments  and  a  kitciien.  The 
kitchen  and  three  of  the  rooms  were  old;  but  the 
end  room  to  leeward,  where  my  guardian  slept, 
had  been  recently  built,  and,  die  roof  being  lower 
than  that  of  the  others,  it  was  consequently  less 
expose<l  to  the  gale.  However,  conceiving  the 
centre  one,  where  1  lodged,  to  be  tlie  safest,  I 
invited  my  guardian,  Caesar,  and  our  cook,  to 
come  to  me.  We,  accordingly,  all  sat  huddled 
together,  talking  of  the  iiorrible  sights  we  had 
witnessed,  and  listening  to  the  crashing  of  timbers, 
'  for  one  or  two  of  the  houses  next  to  us  were  im- 
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roofed  whilat  we  were  speaking  of  the  danger  of 
such  an  accidi-nt.  Indeed,  we  foresaw  ihai  it  most 
take  pluce ;  for,  when  all  the  doors  and  windovi 
were  shut,  tlie  lights  flared  as  if  lliey  had  be«n  in 
the  open  air.  My  guardian  now  remarked,  that 
there  were  holes  about  the  eaves  or  in  the  ceiling 
and  advise<I  ine  to  liave  my  trunks,  bedding,  &C., 
removed  immediately  into  his  room,  where  the 
candle  had  been  observed  to  burn  steadily. 

Tliis  warning  alarmetl  me,  and,  with  the  help 
of  Cajsar  and  the  cook,  we  soon  removed  even- 
thing,  except  a  few  chairs  and  a  table,  which  were 
not  wanting.  Ilaviiig  omitted  to  bring  some 
books,  that  wen;  on  the  table  in  my  room,  C«sar 
ftnd  ntyself  lighted  a  candle  and  went  for  ilicni. 
Just  as  we  were  about  to  return,  a  terrible  gust 
unroofed  the  three  rooms  and  the  kitchen.  Several 
large  timbers,  &c.  fell  about  our  ears,  but  fortu- 
nately none  of  them  hit  us.  Wc  returned  quickly, 
barring  and  securing  the  door  of  the  only  remain- 
ing apartment  in  the  best  manner;  and  happy 
that  tbe  cook's  lantern  still  preserved  a  light, 
for  we  should  otherwise  have  been  obliged  to 
sit  in  the  dark.  Sleep  was  im^x>ssible;  for  the 
wild  uproar  of  the  elements,  and  the  crashing 
noise  on  all  sides,  added  to  torrents  of  rain, 
which  beat  against  the  shutters,  prevented  us  from 
feeling  in  the  least  disposed  for  slumber.  Indeed, 
we  were  kept  in  bodily  fear  the  whole  time; 
for  we  heard  the  wind  rush  violently  through 
the   adjoining  apartments,  occasionally  bursting 


AW    IRISH   TRAVELLER. 


293 


open  the  shutters,  and  tearing  every  thing  to 
pieces.  Wlicn  we  spoke  lo  each  other,  we  were 
obhged  to  raise  our  voices  ;  for  the  noise  of  the 
wind  and  rain  was  so  loud,  it  drowned  the  ordi- 
nary tone  of  conversation.  In  this  way  we  were 
condemned  to  pass  the  night,  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  in  solemn  silence,  gazing  at  each  other, 
and  expecting,  every  minute,  to  have  our  room 
also  uncovered  and  exposed  to  the  inclemency 
and  rigours  of  the  hurricane. 

Becoming  tired  and  drowsy  towards  morning, 
we  sometimes  dosed  for  a  few  seconds,  and  then 
started  up  again,  on  hearing  some  frightful  dis- 
turbance. About  six  o'clock  in  the  monung, 
although  tlie  wind  still  blew  with  great  violence, 
it  seemed  steadier;  ihe  noises  were  less  loud  and 
frightful ;  and  then,  overpowered  with  sleep  and 
fatigue,  we  retired  to  rest. 

About  one  o'clock  we  awoke,  and  found  the 
wind  still  violent :  but  it  was  easy  to  perceive  that 
the  great  rage  of  the  storm  was  past. 

Whilst  the  servants  were  preparing  breakfast, 
which  they  accomplished  at  the  small  low  house 
of  a  neighbour,  we  walked  through  our  unroofed 
rooms,  and  into  the  street,  to  behold  the  work  of 
devastation.  Everj'  thing  in  our  apartments  was 
broken  to  pieces ;  but  the  scene  without  was  truly 
lamentable ! 

Most  of  the  houses  in  our  neighbourhood 
were  also  of  wood,  and  several  of  thetn  had  been 
unroofed;  many  of  the  inmates  were  killed  or 
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wounded,  their  furniture  broken,  and  themselves 
exposed,  during  tlie  night,  to  the  inclemencv  of 
the  storm.  A  small  wooden  house  at  the  corner 
of  the  street,  that  the  hurricane  struck  obliquely^ 
was  turned  half  round  upon  its  base ;  and  it 
rocked  so,  at  one  time,  the  inhabitants  thought  it 
would  have  been  overturned. 

It  was  late  in    the  afternoon   before  the  gale 
ceased  sufficiently  to  allow  one  to  walk  abroad 
conveniently.    We  then  went  to  the  port,   when 
the  scene  of  destruction  that  presented   itself  was 
horrible   beyond  description  !      Hardly  a  single 
ship  escaped  injury.     Their  fragments,   intermin- 
gled with  a  number  of  dead  bodies,  floated  about 
among  the  rocks.     In  short,  wherever  we  turned 
our  eyes,   nothing  was  beheld  but  devastation  and 
ruin  :  every  one  and  every  thing  looked  sad  and 
dejected.     To  relate  all    the  incidents  which   oc- 
curred would  require  a  volume  apart :  suffice  to 
say,    that   the  most  singular  occurrence  was  the 
loss  of  the  look-out   house,  which,  with  the  sen- 
tinel who  mounted  guard  there,  was  blown  from  a 
high  cliff  into    the   sea.     The  hurricane    com- 
menced with  the  rainy  season,  and  the  bad  wea- 
ther continued  about  twenty  days.    Bountiful  and 
prolific  as  Nature  is,  in  this  beautiful  spot,  near 
six  weeks  elapsed  before  it  began  to  reassume  its 
former     lively    appearance.       Then    she   seemed 
doubly  reanimated,  and  soon  effacetl  the  traces  of 
a   dreadful   scourge,    which   generally  visits    the 
island  once  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  years. 
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We  had  been  now  between  Uiree  and  four  mouths 
on  the  isiand,  and  mj  guardian  was  anxious  that 
I  should  «ee  a  portion  of  India,  where  my  coun- 
tr3rnien  hold  such  unbounded  sway.  The  owner 
of  the  ship  in  which  we  intended  to  embark  was 
going  in  her  himself,  and  invited  us  to  partake 
of  his  cabin  and  table,  without  any  cliarge  for  our 
passage. 

"  You  are  both  seafaring  men,"  said  he,  "  and 
have  a  good  deal  of  experience.  All  I  shall  ask 
is  your  advice  and  assistance;  for  tlio  captain  I 
have  engaged,  and  the  chief  officer,  are  not  very 
expert,  and,  what  is  worse,  they  are  fond  of  the 
bottle." 

"  Why  did  you  engage  them  ?  "  said  my  guar- 
dian. 

"  Because,"  replied  the  owner,  "I  am  pressed 
to  depart,  in  order  not  to  lose  the  good  season, 
and  there  are  no  others  to  be  had  on  the  island." 
We  accepted    his  liberal  offer,    and   promised 
to  afford  him  all  the  assistance  in  our  power. 

"  But,"  said  I,  "  we  shall  have  fair  wind  and 
a  smooth  see  all  tlie  voyag<>,  as  tlie  monsoon  is  in 
our  favour.  If  you  can  only  make  your  officers 
keep  ilM'ir  reckoning  correctly,  and  take  observ- 
ations of  the  Iieavenly  boclies  when  they  are  in 
distance,  they  cannot  fail  to  find  their  way  in 
^_    safety." 

^f        "This  I  am  well  aware  of,"  he  replied;  "  but 
f  I  doubt  the  possibility  of  keeping  them  sober." 

^B         We  bade  farewell  to  all  our  good  friends   on 
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the  Isle  of  France,  and   in   four  days  more  were 
floating  on  the  bosom  of  the  ^reat  Indian  Ocean. 
The  fifth  or  sixth  day  after  we  were  at  sea,  the 
captain  and  officer  began  to  drink,    although  they 
had  solemnly  promised  positively  to  forbear  during 
the  passage.     The  genteel  and  generous  conduct 
of  the  owner  had  won   my  gootl   will ;  and   the 
anxiety  I  felt  for  the  safely  of  a  valuable  vessel 
md  cargo,  as  well  as  the  lives  of  all  on  board, 
made   me  keep  a  strict  watch  upon  their  actions, 
and  I  undertook   the   reckoning  myself  from  tlie 
start.     Although  they  were  never  absolately  in- 
toxicated, they  were  almost  constantly  muddled, 
and  I  soon   found  some  gross  errors  in  their  cal- 
culations, particularly  in  their  distances  in  taking 
the   stars,    to  find   the  longitude,  and  that  iliey 
were    many  miles  behind    the  ship's  reckoning. 
The  currents  at  that  season  of  the  year  were  in 
our  favour,  and  the  allowance  they  made  for  them 
was  much  too  small.     This  my  gtiardian  and  my- 
self soon  discovered;  for  we  took  sights,  and  kept 
a  separate   reckoning.     We   continued  to  watch 
them    closely;   for,    as  we  were    approaching    the 
Maldive  Islands,  we  heard  them  say  they  meant 
to   go    through    the    nine-degree   channel,    from 
whence  they  conceived  themselves    much   farther 
distant  than,  by  our  calculation,  they  really  were. 
By  the  charts   and  directions,  we  knew   those 
islands  were  extremely  low,  many  of  them  being 
mere  sand  banks,  consequently  very  difficult   to 
see  in  misty  weather ;  and  fogs  often  prevail  in 
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rtieir  neighboiirliood  during  tlie  soutli-w«^i  mon- 
soon. Aiiollier  passenger,  who  was  also  a  sea- 
faring man,  an  American,  named  Captain  Tonin, 
occupied  himself  in  taking  sights,  &c.  with  us, 
and  found  his  reckoning  correspond  exactly  with 
ours. 

We  communicated  our  remarks  to  the  owner, 
who  appeared  alarmed,  begging  us  to  keep  a  good 
look-out ;  but  adde<l,  that  his  captain  had  been 
recommended  as  a  correct  navigator,  in  spite  of 
his  tippling.  The  next  morning,  according  to  my 
calculation,  we  were  in  the  centre  of  the  seven- 
degree  channel ;  but,  by  the  captain's  account,  yet 
many  miles  from  it.  'Hie  weather  was  so  thick 
and  misty,  we  could  not  see  ten  yards  a- head  of 
the  ship;  and,  with  a  light  breeze  a-beam,  we 
went  about  four  knots  an  hour,  through  a  smooth 
sea.  As  I  was  standing,  leaning  on  tlie  quarter  rail- 
ing, talking  with  the  owner,  I  perceive<l  a  strong 
smell  of  sea-wec<l.  It  came  ujion  the  breeze,  and 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  llicre  was  none  float- 
ing on  the  ocean,  and  we  were,  by  my  account, 
in  the  cliauneL  When  I  noticed  it  to  him,  he 
smelt  it  immediately,  and  ao  did  all  the  pofsen- 
gers;  but  the  captain,  who  was  "half  seas  over," 
and  had  his  nose  full  of  stiufi^  persisted  in  saying 
he  remarked  nothing  jjarticultvr,  and  that  it  was 
all  the  effect  of  imagination.  This  did  not  in  the 
least  disconcert  me.  I  awerted  that  it  was  not 
only  the  smell  of  sea-weed,  but  of  land,  and,  of 
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course,  kept  my  journal  close  up  with  ihe  run  of 
the  ship. 

Every  day  increased  my  anxiety,  and  particu- 
larly one  evening,  when,  by  my  calculation,  we 
ought  that  night  to  have  seen  the  island  of  C«)- 
lon,  which  divides  the  coast  of  Coromandel  from 
that  of  Malabar.     Tlie  stars  were  brilliant,  and 
high  land  might  be  discerned  at   a  considerable 
distance.     This  was  some  consolation ;  but  I  de- 
termined to  go  to  bed  earlier  than  usual,  and  rise 
■when  the  first  watch  should  be  half  over,  telling 
my  guardian,  who  promised  to  keep  the  deck,  to 
call  me,  should  I  oversleep  myself.      Our  owner, 
to  whom  I  hinted  the  probability  of  our  seeing 
the  land,  though  in  a  manner  not  to  alarm  him, 
tlianked  me,  and  begged  of  me  to  keep  a  strict 
watch ;  "  for  you  see,"  said  he,  "  what  a  glorious 
condition  our  noble  captain,  and  also  his  assistant, 
are  in  to-day!"     It  would  appear  that  thrae  two 
men  had  been  "  forecastle  sprights,"  as  they  are 
teciinically  termed   in   the  na^-y :  and,  as  it  was 
Saturday,    they  could    not    pass   over   their  old 
custom  of  taking  an  extra  glass  of  grog,  which,  in 
fine  weather,  is  then  always  given  to  the  sailors, 
and  they  amuse  themselves  with  singing;  though 
in  orderly  ships  they  are  not  allowed  to  get  drunk. 
There  are  few  of  my  readers  unacquainted  wiih 
Dibdin's  sea  songs,  and  I  may  here  remind  them 
of  one  entitled   "Saturday  Night  at  Sea;   or,  a 
Health    to  Wives  and   Sweethearts."     It  begins 
thus:  — 
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"  'Twai  Saturday  night,  and  the  twinkling  start 
Shone  on  the  rippling  sea ; 
Vo  duty  call'd  the  jovial  uirs,  — 
The  helm  was  iash'd  o-lee." 

But  our  crew  being  composed  principally  of 
natives  of  India,  who  know  nothing  of  such  cus- 
toms, and  are  a  very  sober  people,  I  presume  the 
noble  captain  and  his  officer  got  gloriously  drunk 
to  balance  the  sobriety  and  prudence  of  his  sailors. 

It  was  the  chief  mate's  first  watch  upon  deck ; 
but,  being  totally  unfit  for  duty,  he  was  put  to 
bed,  and  the  third  mate,  a  very  young  and  inex- 
perienced man,  supplied  his  place.  After  supper, 
the  owner,  who  was  a  jovial  fellow,  sat  with  tlie 
passengers,  telling  merry  stories,  and  drinking  his 
punch;  but  I  felt  very  sleepy,  and  went  to  my 
cot.  I  know  not  how  long  I  had  been  asleep,  but, 
suddenly,  I  felt  some  one  shake  me.  I  awoke  :  it 
was  my  guardian. 

"  Walter,  my  son,"  said  he,  "  rise  quickly ;  live 
man  at  the  helm  has  just  sung  out  that  he  saw 
something  like  a  black  immoveable  cloud.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  land ;  and  tlie  third  mate- 
is  asleep  on  the  hencoop ! " 

I  sprung  from  my  cot,  and  was  upon  the  fore- 
yard  in  a  few  seconds  afterwards,  when  I  saw  tlie 
land  close  by  us,  and  tlie  surf  rolling  upon  a 
sandy  beach  right  a-head.  There  was  not  a 
moment  to  be  lost.  As  I  descended  the  shrouds, 
I  cried  out  to  tiie  steersman  to  put  the  helm  hard 
down,  and  tlien  save  llie  necessary  orders  to  (Ite 
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crew  for  putting  tW  ship  about ;  the  b«nts«ain 
having  piped  all  hands  the  instant  he  heard  raj 
commands.  Tljis  bustle  brought  the  owner  upon 
deck,  to  whom  I  explained  the  necessity  of  goinR 
about,  and  the  imminent  peril  we  were  in  of  run- 
ning ashore.  Whilst  we  were  talking,  the  half- 
drunken  captain,  who  was  also  awoke  bv  the 
noise,  came  upon  deck,  and  began  to  swear,  and 
ask  who  dared  to  put  the  ship  about  without  his 
leave?  1  now  remarked  to  the  owner,  if  he  suf- 
fered thai  drunken  fellow  to  interfere,  his  ship 
would  inevitably  be  lost.     He  instantly  replied, — • 

"  It  is  I  who  have  dared  to  do  so,  to  save  mv 
vessel  from  running  ashore ;  and,  if  you  presume 
to  oppose  my  comniands,  I'll  throw  you  into  the 
sea,  and  give  a  supper  to  the  sharks.  You  are 
drunk,  and  not  fit  to  command." 

The   captain    began    to   mutter   something 
mutiny,  when   the  owner,  who  was  a    |x)werful 
man,  took  him  by  the  collar,  and  led  liim  to  the , 
gangway. 

"  Now,"  said  he,  verj*  deliberately,  "  take  your  I 
choice;  go  peaceably  to  bed,  or  be  thrown  intoj 
the  sea." 

This  deternnned  conduct  alarmed  the  captain, 
and  he  returned  below  in  silence.  In  the  mean 
time  the  work  went  on  regularly,  and  the  ship, 
that  was  an  excellent  sea  boat,  was  soon  close- 
hauled  to  the  wind,  and  beating  off  shore.  We 
wei'e,  however,  so  near  the  beach,  that  a  stone 
might  have  been  thrown  upon  it  from  the  deck. 
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I  went  immcfliately  lo  mark  up  our  last  daj''s 
run  upon  the  chart,  and  found  we  had,  as  I  sus- 
pected, run  into  the  Gulf  of  Manar,  between  two 
large  coral  shoals,  on  tlie  western  coast  of  Ceylon, 
fortunately  without  touching  either  of  them  ;  but, 
the  channel  being  oidy  about  five  miles  wide,  we 
were  obliged  to  make  short  tacks,  and  beat  to 
windward,  to  get  out  again,  as  we  came  in  with 
the  wind  on  our  quarter.  A  few  miles  on  either 
side  would  have  sent  us  all  to  eternity  ! 

We  made  but  little  way  during  the  night,  the 
wind  being  right  against  us ;  and  when  the  morn- 
ing came,  so  tliat  wc  could  see  the  land,  I  knew 
our  position  eKaclly.  The  owner  shuddered  when 
he  saw  the  danger  we  had  escaped,  and  expressed 
his  gratitude  to  my  guardian  and  myself,  declaring 
he  would  not  suffer  the  captain  to  take  the  com- 
mand again.  However,  when  the  latter  and  his 
officer  got  fairly  sober,  they  were  so  ashametl  of 
their  conduct,  that  they  asked  his  pardon,  and 
promised  faithfully  not  to  drink  again  whilst  we 
were  at  sea. 

We  had  some  difficulty  to  beat  out  from  be- 
tween the  shoals  into  the  open  ocean  again,  for 
the  wind,  that  was  right  in  our  teeth,  was  light;  and 
h  cost  us  five  days  to  accomplish  a  distance  which, 
with  a  fair  wind,  we  could  have  {lone  in  a  few 
hours.  At  length,  getting  clear  of  the  shoals,  we 
steered  our  coiu-se  along  the  coast  of  Ceylon, 
under  the  frowniing  Friar's  Hood,  a  name  given  lo 
the  highest  and  most  prominent  bluft'  of  the  south- 
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western  point  of  the  island,  and  which  is  an  excel- 
lent landmark  for  vessels  approaching  it.  We 
then  directed  our  course  for  the  roads  of  Tran- 
quebar ;  and  were  at  least  five  or  six  leagues  from 
the  land,  when  we  discovered  something,  with  our 
spy-glasses,  like  a  log  of  wood,  floating,  and  two 
birds  sitting  upon  it.  As  we  drew  near,  we  were 
surprised  to  perceive  what  we  had  taken  for  birds 
were  two  men,  upon  a  small  raft,  composed  of 
three  logs,  about  eight  feet  long,  lashed  togelher. 
The  owner  told  us  they  were  two  natives  of  India, 
who  were  probably  sent  to  cruise  for  him,  to  show 
him  the  best  anchorage  in  the  roads;  as  he  had 
written  to  his  friends,  but  a  few  days  previous  to 
his  departure,  to  inform  tliem  of  the  time  he  ex- 
pected to  arrive.  This  small  sort  of  raft  *,  much 
used  by  the  natives  of  the  coa«t  of  Coromandel, 
who  swim  like  fishes,  in  their  sea  excursions,  ap- 
peared to  us  extremely  dangerous.  Indeed,  we 
wondered  how  they  escaped  being  devoured  by 
the  sharks,  which  abound  there,  and  are  of  an 
enormous  size.  They  confessed,  however,  that 
sometimes  those  who  went  on  them  were  attacked, 
and  that  there  had  been  instances  of  their  having 
a  1^  or  an  arm  bit  off.  On  coming  alongside, 
they  fastened  their  raft,  with  a  rope,  to  the  mizen 
chains,  and  scrambled  upon  deck.  It  appeared 
they  had  left  the  land  two  days  previously,  and 
were  the  bearers  of  a  letter  to  the  owner.     It  was 
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I  went  immediately  lo  mark  up  our  last  day's 
run  upon  the  chart,  and  found  we  had,  as  I  sus- 
pected, run  into  the  C»ulf  of  Manar,  between  two 
large  coral  slionls,  on  the  western  coast  of  Ceylon, 
fortunately  without  touching  either  of  them  ;  but, 
the  channel  being  only  about  five  miles  wide,  we 
were  obliged  to  make  short  tacks,  and  boat  to 
windward,  to  get  out  again,  as  we  came  in  with 
the  wind  on  our  quarter.  A  few  miles  on  either  J 
side  would  have  sent  us  all  to  eternity  I  1 

We  made  but  little  wny  during  the  night,  the 
wind  being  right  against  us;  and  when  the  morn- 
ing came,  so  tliat  wc  could  see  the  land,  I  knew 
oar  position  exactly.  The  owner  shuddereil  when  1 
he  saw  the  danger  wc  had  escaped,  and  expressed 
his  gratitude  to  my  guardian  and  myself,  declaring 
he  would  not  suffer  the  captain  to  take  the  com- 
mand again.  However,  when  the  latter  and  his 
officer  got  fairly  sober,  they  were  so  ashamed  of 
their  conduct,  that  they  asked  his  pardon,  and 
I>roniised  faithfully  not  to  drink  again  whilst  we 
were  at  sea. 

We  h:id  some  difficulty  to  beat  out  from  be-  | 
twocn  the  shoals  into  the  open  ocean  again,  for 
the  wind,  that  was  right  in  our  teeth,  was  light;  and 
it  CDSt  UB  five  days  to  accomplish  n  distance  which, 
with  a  fair  wind,  we  conid  have  done  in  a  few 
liours.      At  length,  getting  clear  of  the  bIiob1»,  we 
■toeretl  o«ir    course  along    the  coast  of   Cevloiu 
•r  ilie  frowning  Inar**  Howl,  a  ruune  (pven  to 
ighest  aiid  most  promineiit  hhifT  of  i\^  «outh- 
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during  ihe  tlay-linie  by  the  reflection  of  its  nyt^ 
from  a  sandy  soil,  raaltes  this  climate  almost  Id- 
supporiable ;  and  the  nights  being  calm  and 
equally  sultry,  renders  sleep  unrefreshing.  h 
was  only  from  four  until  seven  in  the  morning,  or 
late  in  the  evening,  that  one  could  ride  or  walk 
out  with  pleasure.  At  tliose  hours  we  amuted 
ourselves  in  examining  the  environs ;  the  gankn- 
houaes,  as  they  are  called  there,  being  higfah-  or» 
namented,  and  present,  in  spite  of  the  flatness  of 
the  soil,  a  very  picturesque  appearance. 

One  of  our  usual  excursions  was  to  ride  a  few 
miles  into  the  country,  about  sunriae,  to  a  garden 
house,  to  drink  the  juice  of  tlie  cocoa  tree.  It  is  a 
cooling,  pleasant  beverage,  and  esteemed  very 
wholesome  in  that  climate:  they  call  it  toddv.  It 
has  a  sweet  and  an  acid  taste  combined,  resembling 
cider;  and,  being  a  gentle  laxative,  it  corrects  the 
humours  which  tend  to  the  skin.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  drunk  fresh  from  the  tree,  as,  aAer  an 
hour  or  two,  it  becomes  perfectly  sour. 

Our  intention  being  logo  down  along  the  coast 
as  far  as  Pondicherry  and  Madras,  we  sought  to 
obtain  a  passage  in  some  vessel  bound  thither;  but 
in  vain.  We,  therefore,  decided  on  hiring  a  boat 
of  the  country,  to  convey  us  to  tlie  latter  settle- 
ment. Our  friends  told  us  this  plaji  was  danger 
ouB,  the  coast  being  infested  by  a  number  of  petty' 
pirates,  who  concealed  themselves  in  the  many 
inlets  with  which  it  abounds;  and,  having  often- 
times a  connection  with  the  crews  of  the  coasters. 


AN    IRISri   TRAVELLER. 


305 


they  fall  upon  the  incautious,  and  rob  and  murder 
them.  I  replied  that  I  had  been  more  than  once 
engaged  wit!)  men  more  desperate  than  those; 
and,  as  my  guardian  had  no  objection,  the  fear  of 
pirates  would  not  deter  me. 

Our  arrangements  being  completed,  we  hired 
a  native  of  the  country,  a  sjiecies  of  head  servant, 
called  a  dubash,  who  takes  his  wages  from  the 
people  with  whom  you  deal,  and  furnishes  you 
with  what  other  servants  you  may  require,  for 
wliosc  fidelity  he  is  responsible.  The  custom  of 
the  countrj-  is,  for  those  from  whom  he  makes  his 
purchases  to  allow  him  so  much  per  cent. ;  and 
this  enables  liim  to  serve  you  gratis.  Tlie  ser- 
vants, cooks,  Sic,  whom  he  recommends,  all  pay 
liim ;  because  he  answers  for  their  conduct,  and,  if 
they  rob  you,  he  unhesitatingly  pays  the  value  of 
the  object  stolen. 

Our  dubash  was  the  more  nccessarj',  as  he 
spoke  English  well,  and  we  were  little  versed  in 
the  dialects  of  Hindostan.  Besides,  we  me^t  to 
Iiire  a  house  at  Madras,  in  which  case  we  could 
not  dispense  with  his  services. 

He  belonged  to  a  sect  who  never  eat  animal 
food;  yet  he  was  active  and  athletic,  and  proved 
himself  a  man  of  staunch  courage,  as  the  reader 
will  by  and  by  perceive.  I  afterwards  learned 
that  his  caste  are  Pythagoreans,  and  remarkable 
for  tlieir  coolness  and  braverj'. 

We  set  out  on  our  journey  in  a  decked  boat, 
which  had  a  small  cabin,  and  was  manned  by  seven 


908 


ADTOBtOGRAPIIY   OF 


meiv,  the  most  ill-looking  fellows  I  ever  a*. 
Our  party  consisted  of  m^'  guardian  and  myv^ 
ith  the  dubash  and  his  servant,  who  was  also  ft 
stout  well-made  man.  I  armed  myself,  as  wsi  nj 
custom  on  ail  extra  excursions,  with  a  brace  vi 
'|ristols  in  my  belt,  and  my  cutlass  by  my  side. 
Tlie  dubasli  carried  a  cutlass  also ;  but  liis  sertrant 
had  nothing  but  a  slick:  and  my  guardian,  win 
possessed  a  cutlass  and  pair  of  pistols,  placed  then 
in  the  cabin. 

We  ran  along  the  coast  all  day  with  a  fairvrind, 
without  accident ;  and  made  considerable  dis- 
tance on  our  journey  towards  Pondicherry,  «  town 
of  great  commercial  importance,  former!}'  belong- 
ing to  France,  and  lying  half  way  between  Tran- 
quebar  and  Madras.  During  the  heat  of  the  day 
we  sat  in  the  little  cabin :  but,  finding  the  air  close 
and  oppressive  at  night,  1  brought  my  blanket 
upon  deck,  and  lay  down  there.  It  was  a  light 
and  clear  night;  and,  though  my  guardian  felt  no 
disposition  to  sleep,  I  felt  extremely  drowsy,  and 
therefore  proposed  to  him  to  keep  the  watch  for 
me.  After  sleeping  soundly  for  a  couple  of  hours, 
I  was  suddenly  awoke  by  my  guardian's  voice, 
calling  me  loudly  by  name;  and,  on  looking  up, 
I  percei%'ed  five  of  the  crew  fighting  with  him  and 
the  dubash,  while  his  servant  lay  groaning  on  the 
deck.  No  time  was  to  be  lost  in  words:  I  levelled 
my  pistols  at  two  of  the  assailants,  and  quickly  laid 
them  sprawling  on  the  deck ;  and  my  guardian,  at 
the  same  moment,  brought  another  down  with  his 


cutlass.  Terror-struck  at  the  fate  of  their  com- 
panions, tlie  remainder  threw  themselves  on  their 
knees,  and  begged  for  mercy.  We  gTante<l  them 
their  lives,  though  we  had  much  difficulty  in  pre- 
venting the  dubash  from  cutting  them  to  pieces ; 
so  exasperated  was  he,  and  so  enraged,  to  see  his 
servant  wounded.  Indeed,  the  man  himself,  who 
had  received  a  severe  cut  in  his  sword  arm,  swore, 
through  his  groans,  that  he  would  murder  them 
all.  However,  we  managed  to  pacify  their  rage ; 
and,  making  the  8ur\'iving  sailors  spread  all  sail  to 
a  fine  breeze,  which  sprung  up  in  our  favour,  we 
went  on  in  our  course  at  the  rale  of  five  or  six 
knots  an  hour. 

Fortunately  I  had  my  medicine  chest  witli  me, 
in  which  there  was  a  balsam  proper  for  healing 
wounds:  this,  with  a  strong  narcotic  tincture,  I 
used  in  the  first  instance ;  and,  by  the  application 
of  a  plaster  afterwards,  soon  relieved  the  sen-ant. 
As  for  the  boatmen,  a  ball  had  passed  through  and 
through  the  head  of  the  captain,  and  sent  him  to 
his  long  home:  the  other  was  wounded  in  the 
fleshy  part  of  his  arm  only ;  and  I  easily  extracted 
the  bullet  with  a  i>air  of  forceps.  I  told  him,  for 
his  comfort,  that  he  had  committed  what  the  laws 
of  everj'  country  termed  "  piracy  on  the  high 
seas;"  and  that  we  must  deliver  him  over  to  jus- 
tice on  arriving  at  Pondicherry.  The  other  man 
whom  we  cut  down  had  three  wounds,  one  on  the 
head  and  two  on  the  body;  but  they  proved 
neither  deep  nor  dangerous. 
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Our  dubash  now  declarer!  that  I  ouffht  to  lir.vSI 
put  all  the  rascals  to  death,  except  the  two  hireJ 
sailors,  for  that  bis  countrymen  never  spared  tbeni 
when  they  fell  into  their  hands. 

"  No,   no,  dubash,"  said  my  guardian ;   "  you 
are  too  sanguinary  and  revengeful.      We  have  do 
right  to  assume  the  power  of  the  law.      They  will  i 
be  punished  on  our  arrival." 

"  God  send  they  may  hang  them!"  replied  Lr, 
*'  for  they  are  a  great  annoyance  to  honest  tradf  rt 
upon  this  coast." 

We  ran  all  that  night  with  a  good  breeze, 
and  arrived  the  next  day,  between  two  and  thiee 
in  the  afternoon,  at  Pondicherrj',  when  our  man 
went  on  shore  to  make  his  report  to  the  civil 
authorities;  and  in  a  short  time  an  armed  bari( 
came  off,  and  took  away  our  prisoners.  We  go; 
into  (he  boat  also,  and  were  rowed  tlirough  a  bii"?! ! 
surf,  beating  over  the  bar,  as  at  Tranquebar;  bur, ' 
being  slower  and  more  regiilar,  it  was  not  so 
difficult  to  pass. 

We  were  received  into  a  very  genteel  hotel, 
kept  by  a  Frenchman,  who  was  extremely  talk- 
ative and  entertaining;  for,  in  less  than  an  hour, 
he  told  us  all  the  news  and  scandal  of  the  place, 
as  well  as  the  history  of  the  principal  families. 
In  short,  we  found  him  a  living  chronicle,  that 
kept  in  his  head  a  register  of  all  private,  as  well 
as  public,  events. 

His  talking  almost  amused  away  our  appetites; 
for  we  never  thought  of  ordering  a  dinner,  until, 
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lakiDg  advantage  of  a  short  silence,  he  said, 
"  Gentlemen,  without  being  considered  as  ex- 
ceeding the  duty  of  a  tavern  keeper,  may  I  be 
allowed  to  ask  if  you  wish  any  meal  to  be  pre- 
pared ?" 

I  replied,  tliat  his  agreeable  conversation  had 
ilriven  all  thoughts  of  eating  and  drinking  out  of 
my  head ;  but,  since  he  had  reminded  me  of  my 
physical  necessities,  I  should  leave  the  bill  of  fare 
entirely  to  his  taste. 

He  vanished  in  an  histant,  but  returned  in  tiie 
course  of  a  few  minules:  —  "  Gentlomcn,"  said  our 
obsequious  host,  "your  dinner  bhall  be  served 
between  seven  and  eight  o'clock,  the  most  agre«^ 
able  lime  for  eating  and  drinking  in  this  burning 
climate.  No  Kuroj)ean  thinks  of  eating  the  prin- 
cipal meal  until  the  sun  has  sunk  below  the 
horizon;  though  they  partake  of  a  luncheon,  here 
called  a  tiffin,  generally  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  This  is  the  hottest  time  of  the  day; 
notwithstanding  which,  they  will  swallow  half  a  bot- 
tle of  wine  and  a  bottle  of  beer  each,  — I  presume 
upon  the  philosophical  principle  of  heat  expelling 
lieat.  At  dinner  the  wine  passes  freely,  which,  in 
the  burning  climate  of  the  East,  may  be  considered 
imprudent;  but  you  will  hardly  be  surprised  at 
he  ravages  which  fever  and  oilier  disorders  com- 
[nil  among  our  white  population,  when  I  add,  that 
in  order  to  give  a  zest  to  their  bumjiers,  create 
additional  thirst,  and  excite  their  palled  appetites, 
a  '*  ilr.-ilf"  as  it  is  termed,  composed  of  Hsh  or 
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fowl,  profusely  sprinkled  with  red  pepper,  b  in- 
troduced. Stimulated  bv  this,  meats  sk  flgain 
called  for ;  and  the  party  retin;  ?t-ith  stomachs  w 
burthened,  that  it  would  require  the  digestive 
powers  of  an  ostrich  to  get  rid  of  the  load  Y«t, 
gentlemen,  it  is  astonishing  how  long  a  few  of  tlxse 
hard  livers  hold  out  in  India,  especially  when  \hes 
get  $easoned,  as  it  is  called.  Others,  in  endee- 
vouring  to  imitate  them,  are  like  the  carter's  bone, 
which  his  master  imagined  could  be  taught  to  lire 

jpon   shavi^g:^,  but   the  poor  animal  died  before 

le  was  well  accustomed  to  them." 

"  Sir,"  said  I,  "  I  perceive  you  are  a  serwe 
satirist;  and  this  philippic  of  yours  against  mj 
countrymen,  the  lords  and  masters  of  India,  will 
apply  to  their  manners  some  thirty  years  back. 
The  •  liver,'  as  it  is  called,  and  other  chronic 
complaints,  joined  to  a  terrible  mortality  amongst 
the  high  feeders,  have  made  moderation  and  tem- 
perance more  fashionable  at  the  present  day." 

"  Sir,"  said  he,  "  allow  me  to  say  you  Lave 
mistaken  me,  if  you  consider  I  am  influenced  by 
any  hostile  feelings  to  the  natives  of  Great  Bri- 
tain :  but  you  are  going  to  Madras  in  a  few  davs, 
antl  can  then  judge  whether  I  have  spoken  the 
truth  or  not.  Nay,  in  this  very  town,  amongst 
my  own  countrymen,  you  may  see  the  same  ex- 
cesses, only  in  a  diflerenl  way." 

A(\er  dinner,  our  host  introduced  us  (o  his 
daughters,  two  very  handsome,  well-bred  girls; 
wliose  manners  were  far  above  their  situation  in 
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life,  and  whom,  in  conversation,  we  found  ex- 
tremely well  informed.  They  exliibited  a  know- 
ledge of  the  world  unusual  in  their  sex,  and  were 
gay  and  sprightly  without  the  least  forwardness  or 
vulgarity.  I  immediately  thouglit  of  Cahlinan  : 
but  they  would  not,  perhaps,  have  suited  his  taste, 
as  he  disliked  in  women  everj-  thing  approaching 
to  reserve,  which  he  termed  prudery.  I  heard, 
afterwards,  these  pretty  lasses  were  very  well 
dowered  and  married,  for  the  father  was  rich. 
Indeed,  India  is  a  sure  market  for  fine  women. 
The  men  who  have  lived  there  several  years  be- 
come tired  of  the  constant  sameness  of  olive  com- 
plexions ;  and,  when  they  meet  with  a  young  lady 
from  Europe,  with  the  roses  and  lilies  glowing  on 
I«er  cheeks,  they  aie  caught  immediately,  and 
tumble  into  the  trap  of  matrimony,  as  (he  poor 
fluttering  bird  falls  into  the  mouth  of  the  charmer 
8er|M?nt. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival,  we  rode  out  to 
enjoy  the  cool  and  invigorating  breeze,  and 
passed  through  some  gi-oves  of  teak  and  betel 
trees,  the  thick  foliage  of  which  formed  u  shade 
impenetrable  by  the  rays  of  the  sun.  The  latter 
tree  produces  a  nut  which  the  natives  chew,  and 
also  makes  a  coai'se  re<l  paint  when  ground.  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  where  we  stopped 
to  drink  the  juice  of  the  cocoa  tree,  there  was  a 
garden  house  of  a  rich  Indian.  It  was  built  ac- 
cording to  the  taste  of  the  country,  with  turrets, 
platforms,  and  balconies, 
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a  piece  of  waier,  vhich  almost  desenred  the  ap- 
pellation of  a  lake.  Trees  and  flowering  shniba 
grew  around  its  margin,  and  the  garden  was  hid 
oot  in  walks,  aliers,  and  pavilions.  SeTeral  of 
the  Utter  were  richly  gilt,  and  decorated  with 
carred  work  of  a  verj'  fantastic  form. 

This  specimen  of  native  taste  and  architecture 
graadj  pleased  us ;  and  the  owner  v«-as  so  polite  as 
to  suffer  ns  to  enter,  and  examine  all  the  interior 
of  the  batlding,  except  the  rooms  set  apart  for  the 
The  apartments  were  lofty,  spacious, 
fkhly  ornamented  with  carding  in  ebonr, 
sandal,  and  other  valuable  woods.  Refreshments 
were  offered  us,  but  we  declined  them,  having 
only  just  drank  our  toddy;  and,  with  many  ac^ 
knowledgments,  look  leave  of  this  delightful  spot, 
with  its  fiilry  palace  and  enchanted  gardens. 


END    OF    THE    SECOWD    VOLL'ME. 
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CHAPTER  I, 


Our  dubasli  procured  us  a  very  comfortable  ves- 
sel, manned  with  natives  of  the  coast  of  Coroman* 
del,  who  arc  remarkable  for  their  fine  features 
and  black  glossy  skins.  The  wind  was  fair,  and, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day,  we  anchored  in 
Madras  roads,  immediately  opposite  the  town  and 
fort  of  St.  George.  Tlie  surrounding  country, 
being  a  perfect  sand  bank,  has,  of  course,  an 
arid  appearance :  behind  it  is  a  large  plain,  of  a 
similar  character,  lying  belwocn  what  is  called 
Black  Town,  the  fort,  and  the  sea. 

Black  Town  is  a  kind  of  city  apart,  and  is  almost 
entirely  occupied  by  the  natives,  among  whom 
there  are  a  number  of  ricli  foreign  merchants, 
dealers  in  gold,  diamonds,  pearls,  and  other  pre- 
cious objects.     It  is  a  medley  of  all  sorts  and  de- 
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us  a  very  pleasant  house  in  the  suburbs,  com- 
manding a  view  of  the  plain  and  the  sea.  The 
morning  after  we  took  possession  of  our  residence, 
he  presented  us  wi(h  a  list  of  the  servants  neces- 
sary for  our  household.  To  our  astonishment,  the 
number  amounted  to  forty -seven,  for  the  service 
of  three  single  gentlemen,  namely,  my  guardian, 
Captain  Tonin,  and  myself.  When  we  ex- 
pressed our  surprise  at  this  enormous  suite,  he 
answered,  that  we  could  not  do  with  a  single 
man  less  than  he  had  marked  down,  if  we  in- 
tended to  follow  tlie  customs  of  India,  and  wished 
to  appear  like  gentlemen. 

We  said,  "  Certainly  we  desire  to  live  in  a  gen- 
teel style,  and  according  to  the  usagea  of  tlie 
country ;  but  we  wish,  also,  to  avoid  superfluous 
expense  and  magnificence." 

"  Then,"  replied  the  dubash,  "  I  shall  con- 
vince you  the  number  of  persons  I  have  men- 
tioiuHl  aie  absolutely  necessary.  Thirty  men  of 
this  list  are  what  we  call  bearers ;  twenty-seven  of 
them  being  to  carry  the  palanquin  of  your  three 
honours;  and  three  of  them  are  k'UtUol,  or  um- 
brella men,  to  defend  you  from  the  rays  of  the 
sun.  Should  you  smoke,  you  will  require  three 
hookali  bidart  and  their  mates.  Then  you  must 
have  a  cook  and  two  mates ;  two  porters  to  carry 
water;  anotlier  to  guard  the  door;  a  body  servant 
each,  and  a  boy  to  pull  off  boots,  clean  up  your 
bed  chambers,  &c.,  duties  which  no  upper 
servant  here  will  ever  perform ;  also  a  butler, 
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with  two  assistants  under  him  ;  and  three  men  to 
wait  at  table,  for  your  body  servants  will  not  iertt 
you  at  dinner :  to  these  must  be  added,  thrw 
men,  of  the  lowest  ciste,  to  carry  away  the  din 
and  oflfels  of  the  kitchen,  and  keep  the  court- 
yard clean.  Now,  gentlemen,  you  may  show  mj 
list  to  any  European  friend,  and,  I  wiJl  answer  for 
it,  the  reply  will  be,  that  your  establishment  is  a 
very  moderate  one.  The  expense  of  all  this 
retinue,  will  be  a  great  deal  less  than  you  mav  be 
inclined  to  imagine:  they  will  only  cost  nu  a 
star  pagoda  *  and  a  half  per  day." 

«  Very  cheap,  indeed,"  replied  my  guardian ; 
"  and  we  agree  to  your  plan,  with  the  small  excep- 
tion of  the  two  pipe-bearers  and  their  mates, 
Mr.  Brabazon  and  myself  being  sworn  enemies 
to  tobacco.  Captain  Tonin  will  be  the  sole  smoker* 
so  that  our  number  of  servants  must  consequently 
be  reduced  to  forty-three." 

The  dubash,  putting  his  hand  to  his  forehead, 
gave  us  a  long  salamf,  as  it  is  called;  and,  without 
replying,  made  his  exit,  apparently  well  satisfied 
with  our  determination.  In  less  than  an  hour  he 
returned,  and  told  us,  if  we  pleased,  we  might  dine 
that  day  at  our  own  table. 

The  next  morning,  we  went  to  see  the  natives 
choose  their  cotton  cloths  and  handkerchiefs,  for 
the  manufacture  of  which   Madras  is  celebrated 

*  A  gold  coin  worth  about  Si.  Bd.  sterling, 
t  A  salutation. 
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Ithroughoiit  die  East,  iheir  texture  and  the  rich- 
ness ot'  their  colours  being  superior  to  tliose  of 
ever}'  other  district  of  Hiiidostaiu  Our  attendant 
desired  me  to  select  a  piece  of  what  I  considered 
tlie  finest  by  the  touch.  "  We  will  see,"  said  he, 
"  whether  or  not  you  are  a  good  jndge." 

When  I  had  done  so,  he  handed  it  to  one  of  the 
natives,  and  asked  him  of  what  quality  it  was? 
The  Indian  placed  it  on  the  table,  and,  applying 
a  microscope  to  the  surface,  counted  the  num- 
ber of  threads  contained  in  a  square  uich.  I 
had  chosen  it  by  its  fine  silky  feel  ;  but  I  was 
wrong,  —  for  those  of  the  best  quality  are  rougli 
to  the  touch,  owing  to  the  tlireads  being  very 
closely  woven ;  and  the  softness  of  the  coarser 
kuid  proceeds  from  their  being  farther  apart, 
and  becoming  flat  and  smooth  under  tlie  pressure 
of  the  glazing  machine. 

"  You  see,  Walter,"  said  my  guardian,  "  how 
easy  it  is  to  be  deceived  by  a  glossy  surface :  a 
rough  outside  often  possesses  intrinsic  worth,  which 
may  be  readily  discovered  by  a  deeper  and  mon 
careful  investigation." 

On  returning  home,  our  dubash  reminded  iia 
lliat  it  was  time  to  dress,  and  repair  to  the  feast  of 
a  rich  native  merchant,  by  whom  we  had  been  in- 
vited two  days  previously.  On  our  arrival,  we 
found  an  immense  number  of  people  assembled  ; 
among  whom  were  several  European  officers,  mer- 
chants, and  civilians,  with  their  wives  and  daugh-  ^ 
ters.  The  host,  who  appeared  about  fifty  years  of 
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age,  possessed  a  fine  open,  prepossessing  coun- 
tenance, and  received  his  gnests  with  great  polite- 
ness and  attention.  Jugglers  from  Hydrabad* 
exhibited  the  most  extraordinary  feats  of  legerde- 
main. To  these  a  troop  of  dancing  girls  sur^ 
ceededjsome  of  whom  were  verj-  handsome  and  weJI 
made,  and  exceedingly  graceful  in  their  more- 
men  ts.  They  were  dressed  in  light  flowing  rob«, 
worn  over  a  corset,  embroidered  in  gold  and  silver, 
which  fitted  close  to  the  body;  and  their  hair, 
plaited  and  fastened  to  the  crown  of  the  head,  mi 
ornamented  with  odoriferous  flowers :  amongst 
these,  a  species  of   triple  jessamine  exhaled    » 

I  strong  an  odour  that  it  perfumed  the  whole  apart* 
ment  where  they  danced,  though  it  was  of  consi- 
derable extent.     The  feast  and  other  anuisemenli 

■  lasted  all  the  rest  of  the  day,  and  until  a  late  hour 
of  the  night,  when  the  whole  was  concluded  by  fire- 
works and  illuminations  in  an  adjoining  garden. 

I  It  must  have  cost  a  large  sum  of  money,  which,  iii 
my  mind,  might  have  been  expended  with  more 
taste  and  advantage;  for  the  rich  natives,  when 
they  give  an  entertainment,  surcharge  it  with  all 
sorts  of  good  things,  to  a  degree  that  satiates  everj- 
sense. 

I  had  been  assured  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Madras  were  very  hospitable ;  but,  in  my  opinion, 
they  have  a  very  cold  way  of  showing  it.     During 
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our  stay  we  received  a  few  formal  invitations  to 
dine  and  eat  tiffins,  which  were  attended  witli  a 
great  deal  of  stidhess  and  ceremony. 

I  was  not  sorry,  therefore,  when  Captain  Tonin 
informed  us  of  his  having  purchased  a  vessel  whicii 
he  meant  to  load  at  Tranquebar  for  the  Isle  of 
France,  and  afterwards  to  sail  for  New  York. 
My  surprise,  however,  was  very  great  wlien  I  went 
with  him  to  see  his  purchase,  and  found  it  to  be  a 
brig  of  only  forty- five  tons  burthen.  She  was, 
however,  copper-bottomed,  and  apix-ared  like  a 
good  sea-boat ;  yet,  accustomed  as  I  was  to  sailing 
in  all  sorts  of  craft,  I  confess  I  did  not  exacdy 
relish  the  idea  of  crossing  the  Indian  Ocean  in  so 
small  a  bark.  I  asked  him  what  could  have  been 
his  reasons  for  buying  such  a  litde  cock-boat  ? 

"  The  best  of  all  possible  reasons,"  he  replied : 
•*  having  but  a  small  sum  of  money  with  me,  I  have 
laid  out  as  little  as  possible  on  the  hull  of  the  vessel, 
as  I  wish  to  load  her  with  soap  and  cotton  goods. 
The  soap,  being  a  heavy  commodity,  will  serve 
instead  of  ballast ;  and  the  cotton  goods  may  be 
stowed  above  it.  Tlie  former  article  is  extremely 
cheap  at  Tranquebar,  but  very  deiir  at  the  Isle  of 
France ;  and  I  hope  to  make  it  pay  the  entire 
cost  and  charges  of  the  brig." 

The  cargo  was  soon  on  board,  and,  the  other 
necessary  preparations  being  completed,  we  bade 
adieu  to  Madras.  The  cabin  of  our  little  vessel 
was  so  low  that  we  could  not  stand  up  in  it ;  and, 
on  the  table  being  covered  for  dinner,  there  was 
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barel}'  room  to  squeeze  in  between  it  and  tie 
lockers.  But,  when  we  wished  to  go  to  bed,  we 
literally  crawled  into  our  berths,  and  were  afraid 
to  make  any  sudden  movement  in  the  night  lest 
we  should  knock  our  heads  against  the  earlings. 
The  only  place  where  we  enjoyed  any  degree  of 
liberty  was  the  deck,  which,  being  flush  fore  and 
aft,  afforded  us  a  walk  from  the  taffrail  to  the  fore- 
mast. 

We  made  a  quick  passage  to  Tranquebar,  and 
found  our  vessel  sailed  well,  notwithstanding  her 
diminutive  size.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  warn 
Captain  Tonin  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended, 
in  case  of  leakage,  from  the  soap  ballast  he  pro- 
posed taking;  but  he  persisted,  observing  that  his 
vessel  was  "  tight  as  a  drum  head." 

"  Very  well,"  I  rejoined,  "  if  you  are  satisfied, 
I  am ;  but  I  foresee,  nevertheless,  we  shall  all  be 
in  the  suds,  with  this  soap  of  yours,  before  you 
arrive  at  the  Isle  of  France." 

He  laughed  at  my  observation,  but  did  not 
alter  his  plan ;  and,  a  week  afterwards,  the  vessel 
was  loaded  and  in  readiness  for  the  sea.  Though 
he  had  hired  a  captain,  he  performetl  the  duty  of 
chief  officer  himself;  and  I  agreed  to  act  as  second 
mate.  The  crew  consisted  of  eleven  men  and  a 
boatswain  before  the  mast ;  so  that,  with  my 
guardian,  the  captain,  Captain  Tonin,  and  myself, 
we  amounted  allogether  to  sixteen  souls,  embarked 
upon  a  vessel  of  only  forty-five  tons  burthen,  to 
cross  a  distance  of  between  two  and  three  thousani 
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miles.  It  was  now,  also,  autumn,  when  tlie  change 
of  the  monsoon  is  sure  to  produce  squalls,  storms, 
tluinder,  and  lightning  in  abundance.  Of  these 
matters,  we,  as  seafaring  men,  could  not  be  igno- 
rant :  but  necessity  has  no  law. 

For  the  first  ten  days  the  winds  were  so  liglit 
and  baffling  iliat  we  made  but  little  progress ;  tlien 
came  the  change  of  the  monsoon,  accomjuuiied  by 
severe  gates,  and  a  high  and  troubled  sea,  which 
knocked  llie  poor  little  brig  about  like  a  piece  of 
cork,  until,  to  our  great  sorrow  and  annoyance, 
she  began  to  leak.  As  I  predicted,  the  soap  was 
pumped  up  in  suds,  and  dissolved  away  rapidly  ; 
while  the  brig  became  so  crank  and  top-heavy,  we 
could  no  longer  carry  a  press  of  sail  upon  her. 
To  add  to  our  troubles,  we  found  ourselves  getting 
short  of  water ;  and,  if  it  had  not  been  for  tlie 
quantitj'  we  caught  during  the  heavy  rains,  by 
spreading  sails,  our  situation  would  have  been 
desperate  indeed.  The  foul  winds  and  squalls  we 
had  experienced  drove  us  to  the  eastward,  almost 
within  sight  of  the  Isle  of  Sumatra;  but,  just  as 
we  were  expecting  to  see  the  coast,  we  took  a  fair 
wind,  dead  aft,  which  lasted  for  a  few  days,  and 
drove  us  well  on  our  way  again. 

As  the  leak  continued,  the  ship  became  so  top- 
hea*")-  that,  in  order  to  carry  sails,  we  were  obliged 
to  strike  our  main  top-mast  half  mast,  and  rig  our 
main  boom  out  to  windward ;  on  which  we  slung 
kegs  of  sea  water.  Owing  to  these  delays,  we 
became  so  short  of  water  that  we  were  reduced  to 
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tlie  small  allowance  of  an  Englisli  pint  per  man 
for  twenty-foiir  liours,  and  our  sufferings  from 
tliirsl  were  beyond  description.  I  relieved  the 
men,  in  some  measure,  by  having  each  portion  put 
into  a  bottle,  with  a  cork  i>erforated  in  the  centre. 
Ill  this  I  stuck  a  quill,  and  directed  that  the  water 
should  be  allowed  to  ooze  out  gently,  in  drops, 
upon  the  tongue.  By  this  method  the  mouth  was 
kept  moist  all  day  ;  for,  at  first,  we  swallowed  the 
whole  of  our  allowance  at  one  draught,  and,  of 
course,  suffered  severely  afterwards. 

On  leaving  Tranqucbar  I  had  purchased  ■ 
dozen  bottles  of  vinegar,  which  proved  of  the 
greatest  service  in  the  present  extremity;  for, 
whenever  I  saw  any  one  in  distress,  I  adminis- 
tered a  tea-spoonful  of  vinegar,  and  immediately 
relieved  him.  During  ten  days  we  were  obliged 
to  keep  to  this  strict  and  painful  allowance;  and 
even  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  we  were  by 
no  means  sanguine  in  our  expectations  of  making 
the  land.  As  the  weather  was  extremely  warm, 
we  dressed  ourselves  in  lighter  clothes,  and  kept 
(hem  constantly  wet  with  salt  water, — an  expedient 
which  contributed  to  assuage  our  burning  thirst. 
The  pains  of  hunger  were  superadded  to  tliose 
arising  from  the  deficiency  of  water;  for,  though 
we  had  plenty  of  food  on  board,  every  one  was 
afraid  to  eat  more  than  was  barely  necessary  to 
satisfy  the  cravings  of  nature,  as  the  indulgence  of 
the  appetite,  in  this  respect,  produced  the  most 
insupportable  agony.     We  had  nothing  but  salt 
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provisions  until  the  men  took  some  fish;  but  tliey 
mere  dry,  and  only  increased  our  desire  to  drink. 
Latterly,  however,  we  caught  several  birds,  called 
boobies  by  the  sailors,  because  they  alight  on  the 
shrouds,  rigging,  or  spars,  and  allow  themselves  to 
be  token  by  the  hand.  We  boiled  them  in  sea 
water;  and,  notwithstanding  their  strong,  dis- 
agreeable flavour,  they  were  better  than  the  fish. 

Of  all  the  tortures  I  ever  experienced,  —  and  in 
my  lime  I  have  suftcred  the  extremity  of  hunger, 
—  thirst  is,  unquestionably,  the  most  excruiating. 

Our  sailors  being  all  natives  of  India,  and 
accustomed  to  live  on  rice,  we  could  not  prevail 
upon  them  to  eat  biscuit.  'ITiey  preferred  the 
rice,  although  boiled  in  salt  water.  Some,  who 
'ponessed  a  stock  of  tamarinds,  which  are  a  very 
strong  acid,  mixed  a  portion  with  lialf  iresh  and 
half  salt  water,  declaring  that  it  allayed  tlieir 
thirst,  though  it  was  very  disagreeable  to  the 
taste.  We  had  fitted  a  scuttle  to  the  water-cask, 
in  which  there  were  now  but  a  few  gallons  ri-- 
maining;  and  it  was  placed  under  my  care,  se- 
cured by  a  lock  and  key.  Once  a  day,  all  hands 
came  to  me,  by  turns,  to  receive  their  allowance. 
When  it  was  pumped  from  the  cask,  it  fuanie<l 
like  milk ;  and,  though  its  smell  was  dreadful,  and 
the  taste  brackish,  we  drank  it  with  delight. 

In  this  state  of  universal  suffering,  the  captain 
had   the   cruelty  to   projjose   a    reduction   in   the 
sailors'  allowance,  and  an  increase  of  our  owu, 
tlmt  we  might  be  enabled  to  make  tea. 
B  G 
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"  Your  proposal,"  said  I  to  hitn,  "  is  an  unfeel- 
ing one;  not  to  mention  the  baseness  of  wishing 
to  rob  those  fjoor  fellows  of  their  allowance,  and 
perhaps  be  the  cause  of  their  death,  to  gratify  your 
own  selfish  appetite.  I  pass  it  over  now ;  but,  if 
ever  you  dare  to  mention  the  subject  again,  I 
sliall  immediately  inform  the  crew  of  it,  and  leave 
you  to  their  vengeance." 

"  Bravo,  Walter  I"  said  my  guardian,  who 
overheard  me;  "  you  have  decided  like  a  man  of 
feeling  and  humanity.  We  Itave  no  right  to  a 
single  drop  beyond  the  fixed  allowance. 

"  You  are  commander  of  the  brig,  sir,  but  not 
of  the  water-cask,  which,  by  general  consent,  has 
been  put  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Brabazon," 
said  my  guardian,  addressing  himself  to  the  cap- 
tain; "  and,  before  you  attempt  to  interfere,  I  hope 
you  have  considered  the  consequences :  we  cannot 
take  your  part,  or  prevent  the  sailors  from  throw- 
ing you  into  the  sea.  In  an  event  of  this  nature, 
when  there  is  short  allowance,  the  cook  is  as  good 
as  the  captain.  No  distinction  can  be  made,  as 
every  man's  life  is  dear  to  him;  and  the  means 
we  have  left  to  save  us  must  be  equally  and  impar- 
tially distributed." 

At  first  he  gave  himself  the  airs  of  a  commander, 
and  talked  of  mutiny,  &e. ;  but,  on  hearing  this, 
he  ceasetl  grumbling,  and  grew  pale  at  the  idea  of 
being  made  food  for  the  sharks. 

The  sailors  being  ignorant  of  our  dispute,  all 
went  on  as  before. 


AN    IRISH    TUAVELLtR. 


1.3 


The  nexl  morning  we  bad  the  misfortiiiie  to 
lose  one  of  our  best  seamen.  He  wt-nt  on  the 
weather  fore-yiird-arm  to  run  out  the  stiukling- 
[aail  boom,  as  the  wind  was  beginning  to  hatil 
farther  aft;  and  I  meant  to  round  in  the  weather 
braces,  and  set  the  studding-sails.  Tlie  fore- 
yard  was  then  braced  sharp  up;  and,  just  as  he 
ran  out  on  its  end,  before  he  could  catch  the  top- 
ping-Uft,  his  foot  slipping,  he  fell  over.  His 
breast  struck  upon  the  iron  head-railing,  and  he 
tumbled  from  thence  into  the  sea.  I  was  standing 
in  the  waist,  and  inmiedialely  tiirew  a  large  coil  of 
rope  upon  him  as  he  went  by;  but  he  was  sinking, 
and  the  sea  all  around  him  was  discoloured  with 
blood.  Notwithstanding  the  vessel  was  brought 
to  the  wind  iimnediately,  w-e  saw  noliiing  more  of 
him  ;  and,  in  ten  minutes  afterwards,  two  very 
large  sharks  were  observed  in  our  wake,  by  which 
he  had,  no  doubt,  been  devoured. 

On  the  tenth  day  of  our  short  allowance  we  got 
two  double  altitudes  of  the  sun,  or  azimuths,  as  they 
are  called ;  and  at  sun-set,  having  a  fine  ampli- 
tude to  correct  them,  we  found  the  variation  cor- 
rectly, which,  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  is  the  longi- 
tude. By  these  observations  we  were  assured  of 
our  position,  and  1  confidently  prognosticated  a 
sight  of  the  land  the  next  day.  This  announce- 
ment infused  new  life  and  spirits  into  the  poor 
fainting  crew,  many  of  whom  had  almost  wholly 
abstained  from  food,  for  fear  of  suffering  from 
thirst,  and  were  reduced,  in  consequence,  to  a 
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(tale  of  great  Feebleness  and  exliaustioa.  Between 
three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  tlie 
eleventh  day,  when  our  stock  of  water  was  re- 
duced to  only  three  days*  allowance,  we  had  the 
happiness  to  see  the  north-east  point  of  the  Isle  of 
France.  As  soon  as  we  had  got  near  enough  u> 
be  perfectly  assured  of  it,  I  made  the  boatsw^n 
pij)e  all  bands,  and  gave  a  glass  of  water  to  even 
one  in  the  ship,  beginning  with  the  captain  and 
descending  regularly  to  the  cabin-boy.  I  drank 
tlie  last  myself,  and,  stinking  as  it  was,  I  shall 
never  forget  how  delicious  it  appeared  at  tliai 
moment.  We  ran  all  the  afternoon  with  a  good 
breeze,  and,  before  sun-down,  got  sight  of  a  re- 
markable rock  on  the  north  west  coast  of  the 
island,  that  is  a  sure  mark  to  steer  by  in  order  to 
gain  the  port.  We,  therefore,  took  the  bearings 
and  distances  correctly,  by  which,  although  the 
night  was  dark,  we  were  enabled  to  continue  our 
course. 

All  on  board  were  now  quite  merry,  though  we 
dared  not  make  free  with  the  water;  for  some- 
times the  current  sets  a  vessel  off  to  tlie  south- 
ward, should  it  fall  calm,  and  she  may  be  still  two 
or  three  days  before  she  is  able  to  make  the  land. 

Having  barely  enough  of  water  on  board  to 
keep  body  and  soul  together  for  tweniy-foor 
hours,  the  captain  became  greatly  alarmed.  I 
advised  liim  to  hoist  his  boat  out,  and  tow  the 
brig  against  the  current,  until  tlie  sea  breeze 
should  set  in,  about  ten  or  eleven,  a.  m.     With 
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[our  best  exertions,  we  contrived  to  keep  our  own, 
or.  in  other  words,  to  stem  the  current,  until  at 
length  the  man  from  the  mast-head  cried  out, 
"  a  breeze!"  In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  more  it 
filled  out  the  bosoms  of  our  sails,  and  we  were 
going  five  or  six  knots  tlirougli  the  water,  di- 
rect for  the  port.  On  the  strength  of  this  hapj^y 
prospect,  another  small  tumbler  of  the  precious 
fluid  was  distributed  to  each  of  the  crew.  Some 
of  them  sang,  others  laugheil  and  danced ;  and  all 
expressed  the  utmost  joy  at  the  idea  of  soon  arriv- 
ing at  a  place  where  they  might  drink  as  much  as 
they  pleased. 

In  a  couple  of  hours  more,  wc  were  safely 
moored  within  a  cable's  lengtli  of  the  shore,  where 
there  was  a  cleft  rock,  from  whence  flowe<l  a 
stream  of  fine  fresh  water  like  liquid  silver.  Our 
boat  was  immediately  despatched  to  bring  off  a 
barrel  of  it.  I  pumped  out  a  tumbler  of  the 
small  portion  that  remained  of  our  sea  stock,  but 
the  smell  was  insupjwrtable ;  yet  I  could  not  help 
reminding  my  companions  with  what  pleasure 
they  drank  it  only  two  hours  previously. 

We  were  no  sooner  settled  on  shore,  than  we 
renewed  our  intimacy  with  all  our  former  kind 
and  hospitable  friends,  and  went  into  society  everj- 
day;  but  I  missed  the  colonel  and  his  lady,  whose 
company  had  always  afforded  me  so  much  plea- 
sure. As  I  could  not  think  of  quitting  the  island 
without  taking  leave  of  them,  I  proposed  to  my 
guardian    that   we   should    pass   a   day   at    their 
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every  instant ;  and,  whilst  the  eye  dwells  with  de- 
light on  the  exquisite  taste  of  those  walks  and 
gardens,  it  is  the  next  moment  enamoured  with 
the  stupendous  scenery,  in  comparison  with  which 
the  most  finished  productions  of  human  industry 
fade  into  insignidcance." 

About  six  o'clock  we  found  ourselves  at  the 
entrance  of  an  alley,  bordered  with  clove  trees, 
leading  to  the  general's  house;  and,  in  a  few 
minutes  afterwards,  we  beheld  the  whole  family 
coming  out  to  meet  us,  for  they  had  recognised 
us  at  a  distance.  Their  greeting  was  as  cordial  as 
if  we  had  been  near  relatives ;  nor  was  our  wel- 
come less  agreeable  from  the  old  general  and  his 
lady,  whose  manners  and  venerable  appearance 
imnuHliately  won  our  hearts. 

After  a  dejediier  a  la  fourchette  *,  we  strolled 
through  the  shady  alleys,  and  the  colonel's  lady 
direcletl  my  attention  to  a  number  of  beautiful 
scenes  which  presented  themselves  in  the  adjoin- 
ing grounds ;  but  the  heat  of  the  sun  soon  obliged 
us  to  take  refuge  in  a  cool  pavillion  at  the  upper 


*  At  a  break&st  of  this  substantial  kind,  consulting  of  grilled 
fowls,  ten,  coflec,  oniclets,  cutlets,  fish,  curry,  nnil  vnrious 
othiY  tliingsi  of  which  wc  partook  u  few  days  prcviuui  to  our 
leaving  the  port,  we  saw  on  old  gentleumn,  a  nutivc  of 
France,  seventy-two  rears  of  age,  for  a  wager,  mix  part  of 
cvtsry  thing  that  was  on  the  table,  not  excepting  colTcv,  cho- 
e»lu«,  tea,  niuMurJ,  vinegar,  pepper,  &c.  all  into  one  large 
hMOn,  containing  about  a  quart,  and  eat  the  contctilx  in  a 
very  short  time.     Few  hogs  could  have  vic«I  with  him. 
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end  of  the  garden,  from  which  a  sliadv  aUey  of 
clove  trees  led  to  tlie  house.  This  elegant  little 
building  consisted  of  three  rooms  and  an  anti- 
chamber.  One  was  fitted  up  as  a  librarj-,  with  a 
choice  collection  of  books,  writing  tables,  Sec. ;  i 
pianoforte,  a  harp,  a  violin,  and  a  guitar  occupied 
llie  second,  which  was  devoted  entirely  to  music; 
and  the  third,  wliich  commanded  a  fiiie  view  of 
tlic  plantation,  up  to  the  cataracts,  as  well  as  tlie 
romantic  borders  of  the  river,  was  used  as  a  sitting 
room.  Here  we  amused  ourselves  in  conversation 
and  reading,  until  about  four  o'clock,  when,  dinner 
being  announced,  we  returned  to  the  mansion. 
The  table  was  spread  in  a  spacious  apartment, 
beautifully  ornamented  with  living  shrubs  and 
flowers:  the  walls  were  adorned  with  different 
views  of  the  most  romantic  sites  of  the  plantation ; 
and  the  ceiling  was  painted  in  imitation  of  the 
canopy  of  heaven.  We  were  served  on  plate ;  in 
short,  every  thing  indicated  the  noble,  generous 
character  of  the  host,  who  treated  us  with  all  the 
delicacies  of  the  Lsland,  and  the  finest  wines  of 
France. 

After  showing  us  a  fine  cabinet  of  minerals  and 
other  natural  curiosities,  the  colonel's  lady  pro- 
posed that  we  should  set  out  on  our  excursion  to 
the  cataracts,  as  the  sun  had  sunk  low  enough  be- 
hind the  mountains  to  secure  to  us  a  sliady  walk. 
Our  way  lay  through  the  richest  part  of  the  habi- 
tation, where  we  saw  coflte  trees,  sugar  canes,  &c., 
in  abundance;  and  we  at  length  arrived  at  the 
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^H  banks  of  the  river,  aboul  the  spot  where  tlie  large 
^^  pavillion  was  erectetl,  as  tlescribeti  in  the  storj*  of 
tlie  Mountain  Cat.  In  strolling  along,  all  the  in- 
cidents of  tliat  frightful  story  flitted  across  my 
memory;  and  I  could  not  forbear  putting  ques- 
tions, from  time  to  time,  to  the  colonel's  lady, 
who  smiled  on  observing  the  strong  impression 
her  history  had  made  upon  my  mind. 

In  the  course  of  a  couple  of  hours  we  reachetl 
the  perpendicular  cliffs,  and  the  natural  bridge  of 
flat  rocks  wliich  traverses  the  river.  They  are  bo 
near  together  that  I  easily  stepped  from  one  to  the 
other,  and  crosse<l  the  river  almost  without  wetting 
the  soles  of  my  boots.  Leaving  my  friends  on  the 
bank,  I  ascended  the  mountain  to  a  rock  whicli, 
from  its  flatness  and  peculiar  position,  I  at  once 
recognised  as  the  scene  of  Caton's  terrific  en- 
counter with  the  colonel.  The  view  here,  em- 
bracing the  whole  space  from  the  cataracts  down 
to  the  pavillion,  is  so  wild  and  beautiful,  that  I 
remained  gazing  upon  the  objects  around  me  for 
half  an  hour  at  least;  until  the  colonel  hailed  me 
with  a  loud  voice,  to  remind  me  that  they  were 
awaiting  my  return.  When  I  joined  them,  his  wife 
playfully  observed  that  she  perceived  I  was  an 
amateur  of  the  sublime  and  beautiful,  and  there- 
fore was  in  despair;  as,  in  arranging  my  travels 
for  publication,  I  should  be  so  enthusiastic  in  my 
descriptions  of  the  works  of  nature,  that  the  poor 
humble  mortal  who  was  tlie  heroine  of  the  story 
would  be  forgotten. 
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I  We  had  also  two  young  Americans;  and  these, 
itli  my  guardian,   myself,  the  captain,  and  offi- 
formeti  the  company  at  tlie  cabin  table,  where 
every  one  seemed  disposed  to  be  polite  and  good- 
loured. 

The  voyage  was  attended  with  no  incident  par- 
eularly  worthy  of  remark ;  and  in  due  time  we 
had  the  good  fortune  to  make  Montog  lighthouse, 
on  the  north-east  coast  of  America.     Continuing 
our  course,  by  the  evening  of  the  next  day  we 
were  safely  moored  within  the  harbour  of  New- 
port, in  the  province  of  Rhode  Island,  to  which 
the  ship  was   bound.      Altogether,   our  passage 
proved  verj'  pleasant  and  agreeable,  one  annoyance 
only  exceptetl,  which  it  was  imjMssible  to  remedy. 
The  ship,  having  been  for  a  long  time  in  warm 
climates,  was  full  of  scorpions  and  a  large  sjHJcies 
of  winged  house  beetle.     When  we  were  all  assem- 
bled at  supper,  of  a  sudden,  as  if  by  general  con- 
sent, a  swarm  of  these  disgusting  insects  flew  upon 
the   table   from   every   part   of  the  mess  room, 
frightening  tlie  ladies  out  of  their  wits ;  and,  after 
flying  and  crawling  about  for  half  an  hour,  they 
disap])eared  as  quickl}'.     This  did  not  occur  every 
day,    but  it   certainly  happened    twice  or  thrice 
a  week  during  the  passage.      Now  and  then  large 
scorpions  were  seen  crawling  on  the  beams  and 
earlings,  and  we  wore  in  constant   fear  of  being 
bit  by  them  ;  for,  though  the  wound  seldom  proves 
fatal,  it  is  attended  with  very  disagreeable  sensa- 
tions for  several  hours.     For  my  pari  1  swung  in 
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the  capital  of  the   province  of  Massa- 
pts. 

It  is  situated  on  a  hill,  commanding  a  fine  view 
of  the  Itarbour,  the  baj',  the  sea,  and  the  country 
round  for  many  leagues.  The  prospect  from  the 
cupola  of  the  State  House  is  also  particularly 
magnificent. 

We  found  the  inhabitants  much  more  plain 
and  simple  in  their  manners,  as  well  as  far  more 
hospitable,  than  those  farther  south.  Every  day 
brought  us  fresh  invitations  to  dine  or  spend  the 
evening  abroad :  and  the  ladies  were  extremely 
amiable,  handsome,  and  well  bred.  There  is  a 
club  amougst  the  gentlemen,  which  meets  every 
Saturday,  called  the  Fish  Cluh ;  where,  as  this 
town  is  also  famous  for  fine  fish,  I  expected  to 
have  been  treate<l  with  ail  the  different  varieties. 
To  our  great  astonishment  there  was  only  one 
dish  presented,  and  that  was  salt  cod.  We  dined 
late,  and,  fond  as  the  Americans  in  general  are  of 
sitting  after  dinner  to  pass  about  the  bottle,  I  saw 
several  who  retire<l  early,  as  we  did ;  and  I  was 
told  no  one  ever  staid  later  than  half-past  eleven, 
that  is  to  say,  they  did  not  suffer  twelve  o'clock  to 
catch  them  at  table,  being  strict  in  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Sabbath.  The  inhabitants  are  the 
descendants  of  those  rigid  sectarians  who  emi- 
grated from  Great  Britain  to  people  the  northern 
provinces,  which  they  named  New  England;  and 
there  is  a  strong  and  characteristic  difference  in 
dialect,  manners,  and  customs,  between  them  and 
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the  natives  of  the  other  parts  of  America.     The 

langiiagf,  iiideod,  is  intrinsically  the  same;  but  the 
mode  of  pronunciation,  the  use  ol"  certain  terms, 
with    the    dress,    tone,   and    appearance   of  tlie 
people,  distinguish  them  in  a  very  striking  manner 
from    those   of    the    southern    states.      Altliougb 
this  may  be  said  lo  have  been  the  cradle  of  the 
republic,  the  people  of  the   latter   often   accuse 
them  of  leaning  too  much  to  the  side  of  aris- 
toci'acy.      Indeed,    1    found    the    distinctions    in 
society  throughout  America  quite  as  rigidly  ob- 
servetl  as  in  England  ;  and,  certainly,  in  no  coun- 
try have  I  seen  riches  obtain  a  higher  influence. 
There  is,  perhaps,  less  of  Uie  pomp  of  aristocracy 
than  in  Europe,  but  the  pride  of  wealth  is  exces- 
sive.    At   this  my  second  visit,  I  was  more  than 
ever  struck  with  the  good  sense  of  Major  Scrapie's 
remarks,  and  the  maxim  he  laid  down,   namely, 
"  That,  in  such  an   extensive  country,  a  simple 
republic  cannot  long  exist;  and  that  America  was 
saved  by  having  borrowed  the  plan  of  her  political 
institutions  from  those  of  Great  Britain,  one  of 
the  most  solid  and  enlightened  monarchies  of  the 
old  world." 

I  was  still  more  shocked  by  that  boorish  inde- 
pendence of  behaviour  among  ihe  common  people, 
who  disdain  to  exercise  the  common  rules  of  civi- 
lity. It  is  true  that  some  of  them  are  kind  and 
hospitable  in  their  way,  but  it  is  necessarj-  to  know 
and  be  accustomed  to  diem  before  you  can  at  all 
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relish  their  uncouth  habits.  What  I  call  your 
half-bred  gentlemen,  and  gentlemen  tavern  keep- 
ers, are  still  more  insupportable.  General  T., 
Colonel  F.,  Major  B.,  and  Captain  C,  who  either 
hold  commissions  or  have  served  in  the  militia 
at  some  period  or  other,  and  still  retain  their 
titles  of  distinction,  think  mucti  more  of  them- 
selves than  dukes,  counts,  marquises,  barons, 
and  esquires  in  old  Europe.  One  of  those  fel- 
lows (not  to  miscall  tlicni)  will  sit  in  his  porch, 
with  a  glass  of  grog  by  his  side,  his  hat  cocked 
down-  over  the  left  eye,  in  the  pride  and  glory  of 
republicanism,  regarding  his  guests  with  an  air  of 
the  most  supercilious  contempt  He  does  not 
deign  to  move  when  you  approach  him,  or  even 
to  reply  to  your  questions,  farther  than  by  a  nod 
of  independence,  or  a  slight  motion  of  the  hand, 
to  signify  where  you  may  find  the  bar  of  the 
tavern.  Tlicn  the  wife,  a  daughter,  young 
mister,  or  an  assistant  waiting  woman  (for  servant 
is  an  offensive  word  in  America),  will  answer 
pertly  enough,  or  give  a  laconic  "  yes  "  or  "  no," 
unless  you  immediately  order  a  dinner  and  a 
bottle  of  wine.  Tliey  then  seem  inclined  to  re- 
ceive you  with  some  attention,  saying,  "  Oh ! 
we  can  fry  you  up  some  bacon  and  eggs,  or 
chickens,  in  a  few  minutes."  This  is  the  standing 
tavern  dish  throughout  America.  I  have  cer- 
tainly met  with  kind  behaviour  and  hospitable 
treatment,  but  never  in  the  house  of  one  of  those 
great  military  men;   besides,  you  have  the  dis- 
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agreeable  addition  of  a  heavier  bill  for  the 
entertainment,  if  it  can  be  said  to  merit  the 
appellation. 

We  spent  some  very  pleasant  days  at  Boston, 
and  then,  taking  leave  of  our  hospitable  acquaint- 
ances, proceeded  by  the  stage-coach  tJirough 
Providence,  Newhaven,  Connecticut,  and  New 
York,  thence  to  Philadelphia.  Our  road  (or  the 
greater  part  of  the  journey  lay  along  an  arm  of 
the  sea,  called  the  Sound,  and  afforded  us  many 
beautiful  prospects.  Near  one  of  the  country 
towns  of  Connecticut,  we  saw  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  ground  planted  entirely  with  onions.  On 
enquiry,  I  found  that  they  were  cultivated  ex- 
clusively by  the  women  of  the  place;  many  of 
whom  had  amassed  small  fortunes  by  this  species 
of  industry.  Although  the  soil  of  the  northern 
provinces  appeared  cold  and  stony,  yet  in  general 
it  was  highly  cultivated;  the  inhabitants  end€>a- 
vouring  to  make  up,  by  care  and  industry',  for  the 
defects  of  nature. 

We  remained  ten  days  at  New  York,  with  oi 
rrit'iui  Tom   Bryan,  and  his  lovely  wife  and  chil- 
dren ;   and,  when  I  mentioned  our  intention 
departing,  he  was  quite  in  despair. 

"  Notliitig,"  said  he,  "  since  my  marriage,  has^ 
given  me  such  heart-felt  joy  and  satisfaction  as 
the  ari'ival  of  my  friends  and  benefactors,  to  wit- 
ness the  work  of  their  charitable  benevolence; 
to  behold  a  man  raised,  by  their  humanity  and 
kindness,  from  misery  and  wretchedness  to  happi- 
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ness,  power,  and  wealth.  If  I  did  not  intimately 
know  tlie  noble  and  disinterested  feelings  of  your 
hearts,  I  should  imagine  you  envied  my  felicity, 
and  avoided  its  participation  with  me.  For  Hea- 
ven's sake!"  said  he,  with  a  fervour  of  expression 
that  really  affected  me,  "  do  remain  here  yet  a 
few  days.  You  say  you  are  about  to  make  another 
long  voyage.  We  may  never  meet  again  on  this 
side  of  the  grave  !  Let  me  conjure  you,  then,  by 
all  that  is  sacred  to  friendship,  not  to  quit  me  so 
soon." 

The  wife  and  children  jninecl  their  entreaties  to' 
those  of  the  husband  and   father,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  yield. 

At  this  time  Tom  Bryan  possessed  one  of  the 
finest  houses  in  New  York,  and  entertained  a 
great  deal  of  company,  but  it  was  always  of  a 
select  kind.  His  friends  were  few,  but  those  he 
Iiad  he  could  rely  on  as  being  sincere  and  honest. 
During  our  stay  he,  of  course,  saw  more  visitors 
than  usual,  having  made  several  large  dinners  and 
balls  purposely  to  show  us  the  heaii  rnontlf  of  his 
city.  As  a  statesman  (for  he  had  long  quitted  the 
practice  of  the  law)  he  was  highly  esteenie<l  for 
his  sound  judgment,  probity,  and  patriotism.  His 
aged  parents  lived  with  him,  and,  though  far  ad- 
vanced in  years,  they  seemed  yet  hale  and  strong. 
Sometimes  the  father  and  motlier  would  sit  with 
me  and  talk  over  the  misfortunes  they  had  expe- 
rienced in  Ireland.  They  always  seemed  to  re- 
gret their  native  country,  — 
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Ow-  friead  had  a  fine  eoumrj  set  on  Long] 
IJmA  «ych  lies  ai  the  entrance  of  the  Souod. 
He  aade  as  ipnd  a  week  therpv  berond  ih«  time 
find  fcr  MT  dqaitarav  tbat  I  might  enjoy  the 
of  gnme  ahooting;  and,  certainlv,  I 
'  qntt.  I  onv  add,  tbat  the  Ame- 
is  the  most  delicious  of  birds.     Our 


AN    iniSH    TRAVELLKR. 


29 


¥ 


cursion  was  crowned  with  great  success;  but  it 
■was  the  cause  of  a  further  delay-  We  carried 
back  a  number  of  fine  birds,  and  Tom  would  not 
consent  to  our  departure  until  he  had  made  a 
large  dinner,  as  a  farewell  feast,  when  the  game 
was  to  be  cooked,  and  many  of  his  friends  in- 
vited to  partake  of  it.  All  this  formality  being 
got  over,  we  at  length  bid  him  adieu,  witli  the 
promise  to  make  liis  house  our  home  whenever 
we  visited  New  York. 

Our  journey  from  thence  to  Philadelphia  was 
by  the  way  of  Trenton,  the  capital  of  the  province 
of  New  Jersey,  wliicli  I  have  described  before  as  a 
commanding  site,  near  the  cataracts  of  the  great 
river  Delaware,  150  miles  from  the  sea.  We 
passed  the  night  there,  and,  starting  the  next 
morning  at  the  break  of  day,  dined  at  our  old 
lodgings  in  Philadelphia.  The  following  morn- 
ing, on  descending  to  breakfast,  to  our  great  asto- 
nishment, we  found  an  old  acquaintance.  Captain 
Cooper,  who  had  arrived  the  evening  before,  after 
a  prosperous  trip  to  Java,  by  which  he  had  aug- 
mented his  capital  considerably.  After  relating 
the  occurrences  of  the  voyage,  always  interesting 
to  seafaring  men,  he  said, — 

"  I  now  mean  to  put  my  project  into  execution, 
of  going  to  Manilla  to  purchase  an  island  from 
die  captain-general  of  the  Philippines:  should  I  fail, 
my  destination  will  be  Canton,  where  I  can  take 
in  a  cargo  for  Europe.  I  recollect  you  and  your 
friend  offered  to  accompany  me  to  Manilla ;  so," 
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if  Tou  have  not  changed  your  minds,  now  is  jour 
time:  I  shall  sail  in  the  course  of  a  month,  at 
finthat,  unless  some  unforeseen  accident  prevent 
me. 

We  were  much  pleased  with  his  offer,  and  pro- 
mised to  be  in  readiness  should  we  decide  on 
gaing  to  China  before  we  had  visited  France. 

**  The  events  of  the  late  revolution  in  that 
country,**  said  mv  guardian,  "  have  had  a  perni- 
cious influence  on  the  political  sentiments  of  ainiost 
eveiT  country  of  Europe,  and  render  it  an  object 
of  interest  and  curiosity  to  every  inquiring  mind. 
I  am  anxious,  Walter,  that  you  should  see  it  be- 
fiwe  the  spirit  of  a  licentious,  unprincipled  people 
it  entirely  curbed;  you  will  then  be  the  better 
able  to  judge  of  the  value  of  religion,  order,  and 
good  government." 

"  I  ara  not  altogether  sure>"  said  Cooper,  "  of 
being  able  to  depart  so  soon;  for,  to  say  the 
truth,  my  finances  not  allowing  me  to  undertake 
the  scheme  alone,  I  have  proposed  it  to  a  merchant 
of  this  town,  who  will  provide  a  portion  of  ilie 
capital  on  condition  of  sharing  the  profits.  Every 
thing,  therefore,  depends  upon  his  reply." 

It  was  finally  agrved  that  he  should  let  us  know 
his  friend's  decision  in  the  course  of  a  week  or 
ten  da^'5 ;  and,  as  we  lodged  in  the  same  house, 
we  should  have  frequent  opportunities  of  con- 
versing on  the  subject. 

One  day,  whilst  I  was  busily  engaged  in  making 
a  li«t  of  necessaries  for  our  voyage,  the  captain 
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was  again  announced.  He  seemed  disturbed; 
hb  brow  was  contractetl  with  a  dark  frown,  and 
he  went  coldly  tliroiigh  the  ordinary  ceremony  of 
salutation.  As  he  looked  around,  seemingly 
awaiting  a  question  on  my  part,  I  did  not  hesitate 
to  ask  wliat  had  annoyetl  him.  "  Oh  !"  said  he, 
"  I  liave  been  deceived  and  treated  ill  by  one  of 
my  best  friends;  a  man  in  whom  I  had  always 
placed  the  highest  confidence."  After  silence  of 
a  few  seconds,  he  addetl,  "  1  am  come  to  apolo- 
gise to  you  for  my  apparent  indecision.  'Hie  last 
time  we  conversed  together,  I  gave  you  to  under- 
stand that  our  plan  was  all  arranged,  and  I  should 
sail  immediately  for  Manilla.  Now,  sir,  I  am  in 
despair  to  be  obliged  to  tell  you  he  has  altered 
his  mind,  and  will  not  consent  to  embark  his 
capital,  until  next  year,  in  a  scheme  which  can 
hardly  fail  of  success,  and  to  which  delay  is 
likely  to  prove  most  injurious.  So  I  am  obliged 
to  lie  on  my  oars  a  whole  season,  and  make 
myself  appear  to  you  a  man  of  undecided  flighty 
character,  on  whom  no  dejiendence  can  be  placed. 
My  plan  being  one  that  I  would  not  willingly 
expose  to  any  one  else,  I  must  submit  and  await 
his  time ;  but  I  hope  it  will  not  disappoint  you. 
There  are  other  vessels  bound  to  China,  but  not 
one  to  Manilla."' 

I  endeavoured  to  remove  his  anxiety  on  our 

account    by  saying,    that  his  candid  and   early 

explanation  was  quite  satisfactory,  and  it  made  no 

difference  to  us.     We  could,  in  the  mean  time, 
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make  a  trip  to  France  and  Spain,  and  return  suf- 
ficiently early  next  season  to  accompany  him. 

He  seemed  much  pleased  with  my  manner  of 
receiving  his  bad  news,  as  he  called  it:  but 
ginimblcd  a  good  deal  about  tlie  delay,  and  the 
folly  and  indecision  of  the  merchant. 

When  I  mentioned  to  my  guardian  the  puqwrt 
of  the  captain's  visit,  he  said  he  was  very  well 
pleased,  and  that  we  might  now  immediately  take 
our  passage  in  a  vessel  bound  to  one  of  the 
northern  ports  of  Spain,  whence  we  could  pro- 
ceed overland  to  Paris.  The  next  day  I  was  for- 
tunate in  meeting  a  gentleman,  of  good  family 
and  fortune,  with  whom  I  had  always  been  on  the 
most  intimate  terms,  who  wished  to  make  the 
same  voyage.  He  informed  me  of  the  departure 
of  a  brig  bound  to  St.  Sebastian,  in  which  he 
had  engaged  his  passage,  and  warmly  invited  us 
to  join  him.  My  guardian  very  readily  consented; 
matters  were  speedily  arranged,  and  the  day  fixed 
for  our  departure. 

During  our  short  stay,  we  had  been  most  hos- 
pitably cnlertained  by  our  acquaintances,  more 
particularly  by  our  old  friend  Fisher.  We,  there- 
fore, determined  to  devote  our  last  evening  to 
bid  him  farewell.  Indeed,  latterly,  we  had  been 
much  amongst  the  plain  Quakers,  whose  manners 
and  conversation  being  now  familiar  to  us,  we 
found  great  pleasure  in  their  company.  There 
we  sometimes  heard  politics  discussed,  but  scandal 
never ;  nor,  indeed,  any  of  the  light,  frivolous  chit- 
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chat  generally  prevalent  in  fasliionahle  saloons. 
All  was  solid  and  instructive;  not  delivered  in 
too  stiff  and  serious  a  tone,  but  accompanied  with 
amnsing  anecdotes  of  distinguislied  members  of 
the  sect,  or  remarkable  public  characters  of 
America  and  Europe.  I  was  greatly  pleased  with 
the  judicious  manner  in  which  these  worthy  people 
applied  every  tiling  to  the  actual  state  of  society. 
They  contrasted  the  good  with  the  bad,  so  as  to 
impress  their  youthful  hearers  with  the  love  of 
virtue,  and  with  the  necessity  of  strictly  preserv- 
ing their  moral  character  untaintcti  in  order  to 
render  themselves  beloved  and  respected  by  their 
brethren.  On  this  evening,  a  very  amusing  old 
gentleman  related  to  us  many  instances  of  the 
credulity  of  his  sect,  and  how  often  he  had  seen 
them  practised  upon  by  the  arlfnl  and  designing. 
One  of  these  anecdotes  is  worth  repeating. 

"  Some  years  ago,"  said  he,  "  there  arrivetl  in 
our  city,  from  some  part  of  France,  a  Friend,  who 
was  remarkably  plain  in  his  dress  and  manners. 
His  letters  of  recommendation  to  some  of  our 
elders  described  him  to  be  a  pious,  upright  man, 
and  as  such  he  was  received  amongst  us  without 
suspicion.  He  appeared  about  forty  years  of  age, 
and  his  deportment  was  solemn  and  calculated  to 
inspire  respect.  As  a  preacher  he  was  orthodox 
and  eloquent,  at  least  if  we  may  judge  by  the 
translation  of  his  sermons;  for  I  must  tell  thee 
that,  being  ignorant  of  our  language,  our  friend 
and  brother.  Dr.  Griffiths,  an  excellent  scholar, 
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and  well  versed  in  all  the  tongues  of  Europe 
translated  his  discourses  to  the  brethren  as  be 
delivered  thetn.  I  always  considered  this  gave 
them  greater  weight  and  interest  than  if  they  bad 
been  spoken  to  us  in  our  own  language.  Be  that 
as  it  may,  they  were  replete  with  all  those  mild, 
peaceable,  and  Chrbtian  sentiments  which  our 
sect  admire  and  endeavour  to  practise.  I  maj 
say,  in  truth,  that  never  had  any  stranger  obtained 
so  complete  an  ascendency  over  the  hearts  of  all 
the  Friends  as  this  demon  of  France.  He  lived 
in  the  family  of  an  intimate  acquaintance  of 
mine,  where  he  enjoyed  all  the  advantages  which 
friendship  and  hospitality  could  bestow.  But, 
alas  !  he  was  an  immoral  man,  and  an  ungrateful 
villain — a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing.  Our  poor 
brother  had  been  nourishing  a  serpent  in  his 
bosom.  After  passing  the  winter  in  Philadelphia! 
he  sailed  for  France  early  in  the  following  spring, 
greatly  regretted  by  all  with  whom  he  had  asso- 
ciated, and  who  used  their  best  entreaties  to  per- 
suade him  to  remain  amongst  them.  After  he 
had  been  gone  about  a  week,  our  friend  discovered 
that  his  daughter  was  in  the  family-way,  and  tliat 
the  Frenchman  had  deceived  her.  The  pilot  who 
conducted  the  ship  in  which  he  embarked,  through 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware  into  the  open 
I  sea,  related  that,  no  sooner  was  the  vessel  under 

r     '       sail,   than  he   unlocked   one  of  his   trunks,  and, 
L  throwing  off  his  Quaker  garments,  dressed  him- 

i  lelf  out  in  the  i;audiest  colours.     He  then  drew 
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forth  a  fiddle,  and  began  to  play  several  sprightly 
songs  and  dances..  The  captain,  who  was  a  steady 
man,  was  surprised  to  see  him  change  so  suddenly, 
and,  fearful  that  he  was  beside  himself,  ques- 
tioned him  concerning  his  mirnculons  transform- 
ation. 

*'  My  worthy  fellow,"  said  he,  *'  I  am  not,  nor 
was  I  ever,  a  Quaker:  I  merely  assumed  their 
dress  and  deportment  because  it  suited  my  conve- 
nience and  the  slender  state  of  my  finances  to  do 
so.  In  this  way  I  travelled  through  America  for 
almost  nothing;  was  lodged,  clothed,  and  fed  by 
the  good  brethren ;  and,  having  now  got  all  I 
wanted,  I  wish  them  joj'  of  tlieir  credulity." 

"  My  frientl,"  said  the  old  man,  turning  towards 
me,  with  a  smile,  "  what  thinkest  thou  of  our 
sect,  after  suffering  themselves  to  be  duped  by 
•uch  a  rascal  ?  Does  it  not  prove  what  I  previously 
Mscrted,  namely,  that  our  garb  may  be  assumed 
by  designing  men  and  hypocrites  with  almost  u 
certainty  of  success?" 

"  Friend,"  observed  the  mistress  of  the  house, 
"  thou  hast  related  what,  I  regret  to  say,  is  too 
true;  but  I  do  not  conceive  thou  canst  properly 
call  tlte  man  from  France  a  hypocrite.  He  was, 
more  correctly  speaking,  a  practised  swindler,  who 
had  the  art  to  procure  good  recommendations  to 
our  elders,  and  conducted  himself  in  a  manner  so 
exemplary,  for  a  length  of  time,  that  he  won  the 
hearts  of  our  unsuspecting  brethren.  So  far  from 
feeling  hurt  or  ashamed  of  his  having  deceived 
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lis,  I  feel  proud  of  the  brotherly  and  unsuspicious 
disposition  of  those  who  received  him  with  open 
arms." 

"  Friend  Sarah,"  observed  another  old  gentle- 
man, who  also  sat  near  me,  "  thou  art  right.  Let 
the  sin  He  at  his  own  door;  our  consciences  are 
free.  Besides,  fiypoerisy  do«  not  belong  to  one 
sect  more  than  another ;  and  the  outward  show  of 
religion,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  common  amongst 
those  whose  principles  and  tenets  are  infinitely 
less  rigid  than  ours.  It  is  a  cloak  employed  by 
all  descriptions  of  people;  certainly  the  vdest, 
most  despicable,  and,  I  might  add,  tiie  most  cri- 
minal, of  all  human  subterfxiges :  as  if  He,  who 
knows  all  the  secrets  of  the  human  heart,  can  be 
deceived  by  a  base  pretender  to  piety  !  Our  dress 
and  manners,  which  are  in  conformitj*  with  our 
religion,  have  drawn  down  upon  us  this  reproach; 
and,  though  we  endeavour  to  instil  into  the  minds 
of  our  youth  the  inestimable  value  of  candour  and 
simplicity  in  all  their  dealings,  still,"  he  added, 
turning  towards  me,  "  thou  knowcst  we  Quakera 
»re  but  men." 
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CHAPTER  11. 


We  quitted  our  Quaker  friends  so  early,  that  we 
had  time  to  return  home  and  prepare  ourselves 
for  the  assembly»  as  it  is  called ;  or  a  meeting  of 
Uie  principal  families  of  Philadelphia,  held  twice  a 
week.  We  found  a  very  genteel  party,  and  among 
them  were  many  beautiful  and  elegantly  dressed 
women.  The  dancing  continued  through  the  even- 
ing, and  was  kept  up  with  great  spirit  until  mid- 
night. Refreslimcnts  of  all  sorts  were  handed 
round  during  the  ball;  and  about  half  past  twelve 
o'clock  the  supper  was  served,  consisting  of  the 
choicest  viands.  The  dessert  which  followed  was 
com|X).sed  of  rare  and  delicate  fruits,  and  the 
wines  were  very  superior.  I  remarked,  however, 
that  there  was  as  much  ceremony  in  leading  the 
dames  to  table  as  could  have  been  used  in  one  of 
the  ancient  monarchies  of  Europe.  Certain  an- 
cient, rich  families  took  the  lead ;  the  young  peo- 
ple in  the  dance,  the  elder  branches  at  supper. 
All  this  appeared  to  be  done  by  the  common  con- 
sent of  the  parties,  and  with  as  much  harmony  as 
in  countries  where  the  distinction  of  classes  is 
more  rigidly  preserved.  Nay,  one  of  the  mana- 
gers assured  me  that  only  persons  of  a  certain 
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rtabilitT  in  society  were  allowed  to  subscribe, 
mad  that  no  petty  merchants,  shopmen,  or  me- 
chanics could  be  admitted.  A  gentleman,  receotl; 
arrived  from  Europe,  who  was  standing  near, 
MTcaatically  remarked  that  he  presumed,  after 
sadi  an  explanation  of  the  manner  uf  con- 
ducting their  subscription  balls,  they  would  not 
maintain  any  claim  to  the  title  of  republicans. 
Two  nights  after,  I  "received  a  pressing  invitation 
to  join  my  American  friend  at  a  supper  of  ojttat. 
tortoises*f  wid  canvass- backed  ducks,  given  him 
by  his  associates,  at  a  tavern,  previous  to  hii 
departure.  He  called  for  me  at  the  time  indi- 
cated, and  off  we  went  together.  I  had  scarcely 
put  my  fool  inside  the  door,  when  I  was  struds 
widi  tlie  resemblance  it  bore  to  the  tavern  where 
I  first  met  Cahlinan:  when  we  got  up  stairs 
the  resemblance  was  still  stronger,  until,  at  last,  I 
found  mj-self  actually  in  the  same  room  where, 
the  reader  must  recollect,  he  came  in  upon  us 
from  his  chamljer. 

The  entertainment  much  resembled  tliat  before 
described,  when  Cahlinan  was  our  guest.  There 
was,  however,  one  singular  and,  I  must  say,  dis- 
gusting iashion,  which  I  never  saw  practised  ex- 
cept in  America.  The  ducks  were  served  up 
almost  raw ;  and  a  chafing  dish  was  placed  before 


*  These  are  an  amphibious  tortoise,  called  in  America 
tairapins.  They  are  small,  black,  and  ugly,  but  very  ddi- 
cate  eating. 
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each  guest,  on  which  he  coolfed  his  bird  accord- 
ing to  his  own  taste.  I  observed  the  amateurs  did 
not  waste  much  time  in  preparation;  ihey  eat 
them  half  raw,  and  laughed  at  me  because  I  could 
not  follow  their  barbarous  example.  It  was  cer- 
tainly a  rixliculous  exhibition  to  sec  twelve  per- 
sons, sitting  round  a  table,  broiling  their  suppers 
upon  a  cliarcoal  fire.  These  bachelor  parties, 
where  the  amusements  are  confined  to  eating, 
drinking,  and  singing,  are  very  fashionable  in 
America. 

In  a  few  days  afterwards  my  friend  announced 
that  the  vessel  was  ready,  and  requested  us  to 
send  our  baggage  on  board.  She  was  a  deep- 
waisted,  cutter-built  brig,  of  about  180  or  '200 
totis  burthen,  flush  decked  fore  and  aft,  mount- 
ing fourteen  guns.  Besides  these,  she  had  a 
cargo  that  pressefl  her  deep  into  the  water, 
and  made  her  plunge  in  a  head  sea  like  a  por- 
poise. However,  all  this  to  old  and  determined 
travellers  was  not  alarming ;  though,  in  truth,  it 
was  not  quite  desirable  in  a  vessel  of  her  construc- 
tion. In  spite  of  all  our  precautions,  when  we 
had  the  wind  a-beam,  or  were  close  hauled,  she 
shipj)ed  a  great  deal  of  water,  and  kept  the  decks 
wet  the  whole  of  the  passage.  Tlie  captain  was 
exceedingly  fond  of  carrying  sail,  and  could  not 
be  persuaded  that,  by  so  doing,  he  diminished, 
instead  of  increased,  the  swiftness  of  his  vessel. 
To  show  the  folly  of  his  conduct,  I  laid  him  a 
wager  that,  if  he  took  in  his  top-gallant  sails,  the 
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brig  would  go  through  the  water  a  half  a  knot  an 
hour  faster  than  with  them  seL  The  trial  was 
made  immediately,  by  heaving  the  log  whilst  the 
top-gallant  sails  were  set,  and  then  again  after 
they  were  furled ;  when,  to  his  great  astonishment, 
he  found  that  we  went  upwards  of  a  knot  an  hour 
faster  tlian  before,  and,  consequently,  I  won  my 
wager. 

The  captain's  obstinacy  was,  however,  of  a  kind 
that  is  often  found  combined  with  gooti  seaman- 
ship, activity,  and  perseverance:  but  the  chief 
officer's  drowsiness,  in  his  watch  upon  deck,  was 
unpardonable.  During  the  time  we  were  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic,  although  I  found  him  several 
times  sleeping  in  his  watch,  I  did  not  mind  it ; 
but,  when  we  drew  near  the  coast  of  Spain,  seeing 
he  persisted  in  this  dangerous  habit,  I  determined 
on  keeping  the  deck  regularly  whenever  he  com- 
manded :  and  it  was  lucky  that  I  made  the  reso- 
lution. 

One  dark  night,  having  the  wind  before  the 
beam,  as  we  were  going  about  four  knots  through 
the  water,  I  was  looking  anxiously  to  windward, 
having  fancied  I  heard  certain  sounds,  resembling 
the  noise  of  a  vessel  coming  down  upon  us  before 
the  wind,  and,  in  an  instant  after,  the  sound  of 
voices.  As  the  rushing  noise  seemed  upon  our 
weather  bow,  without  waiting  for  the  ceremony  of 
awaking  the  officer  of  the  watch,  who  was  sound 
asleep,  as  usual,  I  shouted  to  the  steersman  to  put 
the  helm  hard  up ;  and  commanded  that  the  bow^- 
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lines  and  trusses  should  be  slackened,  the  lee- 
sheets  and  braces  started,  the  yards  squared, 
and  the  brig  kept  right  before  the  wind.  I  tiien 
ca]le<l  the  cabin  boy,  and  made  him  run  up  with  a 
lighted  lantern  into  tlie  main  top.  The  bustle  of 
rounding  in  tlie  weather  braces  awoke  the  mate : 
as  soon  as  he  got  upon  his  legs,  he  enquired  who 
had  dared  to  alter  the  brig's  course  in  his  watch? 

"  I  am  the  offender,"  said  I,  "  if  it  can  be 
deemed  an  offence  to  save  the  vessel  from  being 
run  dowii." 

Whilst  I  was  talking,  a  very  large  ship,  whose 
course  through  llie  water  I  had  heard,  showed 
her  lights  in  answer  to  mine,  and  passed  us  at  the 
rate  of  six  or  seven  knots,  carrying  all  sail,  near 
enough  to  throw  a  biscuit  on  board.  She  went 
by  so  rapidly  that  we  had  barely  time  to  bail 
each  other ;  and,  according  to  my  computation  of 
the  slowness  of  pur  course,  and  the  swiftness  of 
hers,  if  we  had  not  wore  ship,  but  continued  close 
hauled  to  the  wind,  she  must  have  struck  us 
about  the  waist,  and  sent  us  all  to  eternity  ! 

When  the  mate  saw  the  ship  glide  by  us,  his 
consternation  was  so  great  that,  for  some  moments, 
he  was  unable  to  utter  a  word;  nor  did  he  attempt 
to  speak  until  I  said  to  him,  — 

"  Thank  God,  sir,  the  danger  is  past !  You 
had  better  now  bring  the  vessel  to  the  wind  again, 
and  keep  her  on  her  course." 

After  he  had  done  so,  he  came  back  to  me  and 
expressed  himself  fully  aw^are  of  the  impropriety 
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of  his  conduct,  and  the  fate  that  awaited  him, 
should  the  captain  be  informed  of  it. 

"  You  have  given  me  an  excellent  lesson,"  said 
he,  "  and  have  saved  llie  vessel  and  our  lives ; 
but,  for  God's  sake !  do  not  mention  it,  or  I  shall 
be  ruinetl  for  ever." 

I  replied  that  I  sliould  keep  the  secret ;  and,  as 
the  captain  slept  soundly  through  his  watch 
below,  the  circumstance  was  noted  on  the  slate 
with  some  little  alterations.  Accordingly,  at 
breakfast,  the  officer  received  his  superior's  thanks 
for  having  kept  such  a  good  look  out ;  iiistead  of 
being  cashiered,  as  he  deserved,  for  his  neglectful 
conduct. 

The  wind  continued  blowing  from  the  north- 
east, until  we  made  the  coast  of  Spain,  about  the 
city  of  Corrmia;  when  we  beat  to  windward,  ply- 
ing off  and  on,  for  several  days,  without  being 
able  to  get  round  Cape  Ortugal,  into  the  Bay  of 
Biscay.  As  we  had  line,  beautiful  weather,  with 
a  clear  sky  and  a  fresh  breeze,  we  were  much 
chagrined  to  see  many  vessels  pass  by  us  with  flow- 
ing sheets,  bound  to  the  south  of  Europe  and  the 
Mediterranean  sea.  Ten  days  passed  off  in  this 
nianner,  during  which  time  the  captain  became  so 
impatient,  and  fretted  so  much,  that  he  almost  ran 
frantic,  swearing  in  the  most  impious  manner  i 
until,  at  last,  we  were  obliged  to  take  him  seriously 
to  trsk  for  his  improper  conduct,  and  the  blas- 
phemous language  he  uttered.  He  excused  him- 
self by  saying,  it  was  the  first  time  in  his  life  that 
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he  had  ever  met  such  a  long  continuance  of  ad- 
verse winds ;  having  been  famed,  heretofore,  for 
making  short  passages. 

*♦  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  "  my  reputation  as  a 
gootl  captain  will  be  ruined  for  ever." 

"  Better  lose  your  reputation,"  I  replied,  "  than 
run  the  risk  of  ofl"ending  Heaven  by  your  curses, 
and  calling  down  its  wrath  upon  your  head." 

Our  remonstrances  had  a  good  effect.  He  be- 
came more  composed,  and,  on  the  eleventh  day, 
the  wmd  veering  round  in  our  favour,  in  two  days 
after  we  got  into  the  port  of  St.  Sebastian.  The 
entrance,  which  is  very  narrow,  is  between  two 
enormous  rocks,  strongly  fortified  with  heavy 
artillery.  Indeed,  the  cily  itself  is  said  to  be  one 
of  tile  most  impregnable  places  in  all  Eiu'ope, 
having  held  out,  for  a  long  time  against  a  large 
besieging  army  on  the  one  side,  and  the  British 
fleet  on  ilie  other.  It  is  situated  on  a  hill  of  gra- 
dual ascent,  which  is  covered  with  houses  from  the 
summit  to  the  water's  edge. 

Having  brought  letters  of  introduction  to  some 
respectable  Spanisii  families,  the  few  days  we  were 
there  passed  off  very  pleasantly.  We  found  the 
inhabitants  agreeable ;  the  ladies,  particularly, 
being  conversable,  gay,  and  handsome.  Their 
coal-black  eyes,  which  dart  fire  from  under  the 
shade  of  long  silky  cye-lashes,  added  to  their  great 
liveliness  of  expression  about  the  mouth,  would 
have  been  perf«?ct  loveliness,  if  the  roses  of  their 
lips  had  not  been  sullied  by  decayed  teeth.     It 


was  most  remarkable  that  we  scarcely  met  a  lady 
whose  teeth  were  not  more  or  less  defective;  a 
circumstance  which  I  heard  ascribed  to  the  prac- 
tice of  drinking  very  hot  cliocolate,  and  a  large 
glass  of  cold  water  immediately  after  iu  Tliere 
is  little  doubt  but  the  extremes  of  hot  and  cold 
are  most  detrimental  to  this  delicate  portion  of  the 
human  body. 

After  visiting  the  almost  impregnable  ramjiarts, 
the  public  buildings,  churches,  &c.,  we  hired 
horses ;  my  guardian  having  assurc<l  us  that  a  ride 
over  the  Lower  Pyrenean  Mountains  to  a  small 
frontier  town  named  Passage,  and  from  thence  to 
Bayonne,  would  prove  highly  interesting.  Our 
young  friend,  who  was  all  life  and  gaiety,  was  de- 
lighted with  the  proposal ;  and  off  we  set  without 
farther  delay.  The  guide,  a  one-eyed  woman,  was 
part  owner  of  the  horses.  We  soon  found  out 
the  inconvenience  of  this  proprietorship;  for,  the 
moment  we  attempted  to  move  on  a  little  faster 
than  the  ordinary  rate  of  travelling,  she  screamed 
out  tliat  we  should  tire  the  poor  beasts  and  injure 
their  feet.  Finding  her  so  very  disobliging,  mj' 
friend  contrived  to  annoy  her  during  the  whole 
journey.  I  used,  purposely,  to  engage  her  in  con- 
versation, wliilst  he  got  on  her  blind  side;  when, 
puttitig  spurs  and  whip  to  his  horse,  he  started  off 
at  full  speed.  The  woman  no  sooner  saw  this 
than  she  gave  chase;  and,  although  her  horse  was 
the  best  uf  the  (bur,  he  IVefjuently  let!  her  on  for 
more  tlian  half  a  mile  before  she  could  catch  him. 
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whilst  we,  following  their  example,  galloped  after 
them  at  full  speed. 

The  descent  from  the  mountains  to  the  ferry 
at  Passage  is  highly  romantic.  We  could  not 
help  stopping  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  to  enjoy 
the  prosjiect  of  the  river  winding  its  serpentine 
course  between  the  openings  in  the  mountains. 
The  ferry  is  entirely  served  by  women  from 
eighteen  to  Iwonty-five  years  of  age,  all  very 
handsome ;  but  one  amongst  them  attracted  our 
attention  as  being  a  jierfect  beauty.  They  were 
dark  complexioned,  black  eyed,  black  haired 
wenches,  witli  fine  rosy  cheeks,  lips  resembling 
ripe  cherries,  and  llieir  teeth  like  ivory.  The 
men  were,  also,  good  looking,  but  did  not  seem 
so  lively  as  their  fair  companions.  These  people 
inhabit  a  strip  of  counlrj',  bordering  on  France 
and  Spain,  called  Basque.  They  have  a  langiuige 
peculiar  to  themselves,  of  which  dictionaries  and 
grammars  have  been  published,  and  it  is  said  to 
be  rich  in  lyric  poetrj'.  The  young  American 
was  so  enamoured  of  the  girl  who  ferried  us  over, 
that  he  expressed  his  regret  at  not  being  born  a 
boatman's  son,  in  order  to  have  demanded  her  in 
marriage.  I  told  hint  he  might  do  it  now  with 
much  more  hope  of  success,  since  he  was  rich 
and  she  was  poor. 

"  Oh  !"  replied  he,  "  but  what  would  my  family 
say  if  I  were  to  marrj'  a  woman  so  far  beneath 
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There   peeps   forth  the   pride  of  American 


46  AUTOBIOGRAPHY    OF 


f  46 

I  republicanism,"  said  I.     "  You  should  be  the  last 

I  man  in  the  world  to  talk  of  distinctions  of  birtli." 

"  Excuse  me,"  he  rejoined;  "  I  see  no  reason, 
because  I  was  born  in  America,  that  I  should 
adopt  all  its  political  dogmas.  I  am  no  repub- 
lican, and,  to  confess  the  truth,  I  despise  the  cant 
of  liberty  and  equality,  and  all  its  adherents: 
therefore,  never  rank  me  again  amongst  a  party  I 
detest." 

Tlie   following   day   we   arrived   at   Bayonne, 
where  we  hired  a  cabriolet  suflSciently  large  to 
accommodate  three  persons,  being  determined  to 
ride  over  the  lands,  as  they  are  called,  where  ennui 
for  ever  reigns.  .  After  spending  a  couple  of  davs 
at  Bayonne,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey  towards 
Bordeaux,  where  we  purposed  passing  a  month  or 
two  before  we  visited  Paris.     The  road  for  the 
first  few  days  was  over  a  country  composed,  for 
the  greater  part,  of  loose,  light  sand,  into  which 
the  horses  sunk  fairly  knee  deep,  and  could  onK* 
move  at  a  very  slow  walk.     These  immense  seas 
of  sand,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  the  expres- 
sion, are,  however,  occasionally  intei*spersed  with 
green  and  fertile  spots,  on  which  there  are  houses, 
inhabitants,   flocks,    and    herds;    at    other    times 
we    saw  large  forests  of  the  cork  tree,  but  the 
had    none    of    tliat    freshness   and    verdure    for 
which  they  are  elsewhere  so  remarkable.     At  one 
time,   we    espied    two   gigantic    figures,    in    the 
midst    of  the   sands,   coming   towards  us,  whose 
stature  appeared  not  less  than  ten  or  twelve  feet  I 
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Astonished  at  the  sight  of  such  extraordinary 
beings,  we  nsked  the  driver  if  the  people  of  that 
country  were  all  as  tall  ?  He  laughed,  and  said 
we  were  deceived  by  tlie  distance ;  and  that,  when 
these  men  came  nearer,  we  should  perceive  they 
were  mounted  upon  stilts. 

"  They  are  shepherds,"  said  he,  "  all  of  whom 
make  use  of  this  contrivance  in  passing  from  one 
island  to  anodier.  Being  elevated  some  five  or  six 
feet  from  the  ground,  they  take  such  strides  that 
a  horse  must  trot  briskly  to  keep  up  with  tliem." 

The  next  place  of  any  note  at  which  we  arrived 
was  Roquefort,  famous  for  its  ortolans  and  ex> 
cellent  cream  cheese,  some  of  which  we  purchased 
at  a  very  moderate  price.  The  landlord  of  our 
botel  informed  us  that  Roquefort  supplied  most 
of  the  great  cities  of  the  kingdom  witii  these  de- 
licacies ;  and  he  showed  us  a  basket  of  ortolans, 
packed  in  rows,  ready  to  be  despatched  to  Paris 
by  the  first  diligence. 

The  inhabitants  of  Bordeaux  have  always  been 
famed  for  their  attachment  to  the  ancient  dynasty 
of  the  Bourbons,  and  suffered  severely,  in  con- 
sequence, during  the  great  revolution.  Talien, 
one  of  the  blood-thirsty  demagogues  who  held 
the  reins  of  government  at  that  time,  was  sent 
there  with  a  black  list  of  420  names,  chiefly 
those  of  the  most  ancient  and  respectable  families, 
who  were  condemned  to  tlie  guillotine.  To  the 
wife  of  this  monster  the  citizens  of  Bordeaux 
ought  to  have  erected  a  statue  of  gold.     Talien 
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was  particularly  introduced  to  the  bouse  of  a  rich 
banker,  wliere  he  beheld  the  young  lady  who 
afterwards  became  his  wife.  She  was  graceful, 
accomplished,  and  beautiful.  My  guardian  saw 
her  some  years  after  her  marriage,  and  has  often 
declared  he  had  never  beheld  a  woman  who 
could  be  compared  to  her.  Talien  made  pro- 
posals of  marriage,  but  was  several  times  rejected. 
Still  he  persisted;  and  at  length  she  gave  him  to 
understand,  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  her  hand 
was  by  procuring  the  pardon  of  the  4-20  persons 
contained  on  his  list.  The  negotiation  continued 
for  some  time,  as  he  was  obliged  to  send  to  Paris, 
and  use  all  the  influence  of  his  friends  near  the 
murderous  Robespierre,  before  he  could  obtain  an 
order  for  their  release.  Wlien  the  prisoners  were 
restored  to  their  friends,  she  immediately  married 
the  sanguinary  ruffian ;  and  a  greater  sacrifice 
was  never  made  bj-  woman,  for  his  person  wjis  as 
hideous  as  his  mind  was  brutal  and  depraved. 
She  had,  however,  the  satisfaction  on  the  morn- 
ing after  her  marriage,  to  see  *'20  persons,  with 
tlieir  relations,  appear  before  her,  who  kissed  her 
feet  and  bathed  them  with  tears  of  gratitude. 
I  was  told,  by  those  who  were  present,  that  it  was 
^^L  the  most  touching  scene  they  had  ever  witnessed ; 

^^V         and  Madame  Talien  was,  herself,  so  deepl}'  aftiected 
W  that,  after  raising  them  up  and  embracing  them, 

I  she  swooned  away. 

I  I  have  always  been  astonished  such  a  trait  of 

I  heroic    self-devotion    and    generosity    should    not 
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liave  been  commemorated  by  a  monument  On 
arriving  at  Paris,  slie  became  tlie  pride  and  glory 
of  the  capital,  where  her  beauty  and  accomplish- 
ments, joined  to  her  virtue  and  heroism,  furnished 
a  llieme  for  universal  admiration.  The  complete 
ascendency  she  obtained  over  her  ferocious  hus- 
band was  productive  of  the  most  imjrertant  re- 
sults; and  many  an  unfortunate  wretch  was  saved, 
through  her  intercession,  from  becoming  the  vic- 
tim of  Jacobin  fury. 

We  found  the  ladies  of  Bordeaux  extremely 
handsome  and  engaging ;  and  the  inhabitants, 
generally,  verj'  hospitable.  Several  Irish  families, 
who  had  intermarried  with  the  natives,  had  been 
long  established  there;  and  this  gave  a  tone  to 
their  manners  that  made  me  almost  fancy  I  was  in 
my  native  country. 

Travellers  call  Bordeaux  the  seat  of  good 
cheer;  for  it  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  one  of  the  cheapest,  towns  in 
Europe.  The  finest  wines  are  produced  in  the 
neighbourhood;  oysters,  fish,  game,  and  poultry, 
are  very  abundant ;  and  all  these  delicacies,  in 
other  parts  so  costly,  are  here  to  be  purchased  on 
tlie  most  moderate  terms. 

During  our  stay  we  frequently  visited  the  the- 
atre, a  superb  monument  of  the  taste  of  the  age 
of  Louis  XIV. ;  and  I  was  always  in  ecstasy  when- 
ever I  found  myself  before  its  chaste  ajid  ele- 
gant iafade,  which  has  a  colonnade  cro^^net)  with 
statues. 

vou  III.  o 
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We  lodged  in  a  house  situated  upon  what  is 
called  the  Chartrons,  or  Quay,  on  the  banks  of 
the  clear  and  rapid  river  Garonne,  which  there 
winds  in  the  form  of  a  crescent;  and  the  view  of 
the  river  is  magnificent  and  commanding.  A 
grove  of  fine  large  chesnut  trees  adorns  the  banks 
just  below  the  town,  and  forms  a  delightful  shade, 
where  we  often  walked  of  an  evening.  At  other 
times  we  rode  out  amongst  the  vineyards  in  the 
neighbourhood,  to  visit  some  of  our  French  ac- 
quaintances, whom  we  almost  invariably  found 
engaged  in  dancing.  I  scarcely  ever  dined  in 
the  country,  where  there  were  two  or  three  fami- 
lies collected,  that  fiddles  were  not  introduced; 
and  dancing  commenced  almost  the  moment 
dinner  was  over.  Several  of  my  countrymen,  wlio 
had  resided  long  in  France,  grew  equally  fond  of 
this  amusement;  indeed,  they  had  adopted  most 
of  the  native  customs,  introducing,  in  return,  a 
number  of  their  own,  wliich  were  received  with 
equal  facility. 

Our  road  all  the  way  to  Paris  was  highly 
interesting.  We  passed  imperceptibly  from  dis- 
tricts entirely  covered  with  vineyards  into  those 
t  where  the  "  staff  of  life  "  took  the  lead ;  and  the 
transition  was  accompanied  by  a  dilTerence  of 
manners  and  habits  amongst  the  people.  To  me 
the  inliabitants  seemed  all  lively  (enough;  but  mv 
friend,  the  American,  who  loved  plainness  and 
simplicity,  declared  their  affected  gaiety  was 
highly  displeasing  to  him;  and  that  he  perceived 
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abundance  of  levity  in  the  nation,  but  very  little 
natural  gladness  of  heart. 

"  I  despise  tliat  cheerfulness,"  said  he,  "  which 
is  not  blended  with  sentiment ;  and  which  de- 
serves no  better  appellation  than  inconstancy, 
proceeding  from  apathy  and  want  of  feeling." 

"  You  are  sarcastic,  and,  perhaps,  too  precipi- 
tate," said  I.  "  Do  you  not  observe  that,  as  we 
proceed  farther  north,  and  get  amongst  the  culti- 
rators  of  grain,  a  more  serious  and  steady  cha- 
racter prevails?" 

"  There  is  some  trifling  difference,"  he  replied ; 
"  but  it  is  no  more  than  a  slight  shade  of  the 
same  picture,  ihe  groundwork  throughout  being 
the  same." 

We  passed  through  Barbezeaux,  celebrated 
throughout  France  for  its  poultry.  We  dined 
there  off  a  turkey  stuffed  with  truffles ;  and  bought 
ourselves  a  supply  of  cold  roast  capons  and  game 
pies  for  the  roacL  Not  long  after,  we  got  into  the 
heart  of  the  truffle  country,  where  we  observed  tlie 
inhabitants  employed  both  hogs  and  dogs  to  find 
them.  They  aboiuid  in  the  vicinity  of  Angou- 
leme;  and  knowing  they  were  dear,  and  highly 
esteemed  in  Paris,  we  purchased  a  basketfuU  to 
take  with  us.  This  place  is  also  famous  for  ita 
manufactures  of  paper,  &c. ;  but  there  was  a 
coarseness  and  stupidity  about  the  inhabitants 
not  observable  elsewhere. 

Our  ride  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Loire, 
before  we  reached  Tours,  was  exceedingly  pic- 
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turesque.  Wlicn  we  stopped  to  change  hono, 
several  people  brouglit  baskets  of  fine  prunes  for 
sale,  for  wliich  that  town  is  remarkable.  Tours  is 
the  favourite  resort  of  foreigners,  particularly  the 
English.  The  French  language  is  spoken  there 
in  greater  purity  than  in  any  other  provincial 
city. 

The  preparations  for  the  grand  festival  of  July 
formed  the  general  topic  of  conversation  on  the 
road ;  and  Paris  was  said  to  be  already  overflow- 
ing with  visitors,  arriving  from  all  quarters  to  be 
present  at  the  celebration.  We  could  not  but 
congratulate  ourselves,  therefore,  on  having  lodg- 
ings secured,  as  report  stated  that  their  price  had 
already  risen  fifty  per  cent. 

Soon  after  our  arrival  in  the  capital,  we  paid  a 
visit  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  who  invited  us  to 
dine  with  him  on  the  last  of  the  three  days  of  the 
festival,  in  a  species  of  large  covered  boat,  open  at 
the  sides,  and  moored  between  the  two  bridges, 
not  far  from  an  island,  on  which  was  deposited  a 
mass  of  rockets,  serpents,  &c.,  to  the  number  of 
47,000.  The  boat  was  so  situated  as  to  have  a 
complete  view  of  the  island,  the  bridges,  and  part 
of  the  garden  of  the  palace.  When  the  hour 
arrived  we  repaired  to  the  place  appointed,  and 
were  presented  with  a  printed  programme,  in- 
dicating tlic  various  exhibitions,  and  the  time 
and  place  of  their  commencement. 

After  reading  it,  my  guardian  told  us,  that,   if 
we  were  determined  to  visit  every  spot  where  there 
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were  to  be  shows  or  illuminations,  he  must  beg 
leave  to  remain  with  the  minister,  or,  at  least, 
not  to  accompany  us,  as  he  foresaw  we  should 
have  a  laborious  task. 

We  readily  excused  him,  as  we  should  be  free 
lo  go  where  we  pleased,  an<l  hat!  made  up  our 
minds  not  to  miss  a  single  object  mentioned  in 
the  handbill. 

Tlie  dinner  was  exceedingly  stiff  and  formal; 
tlie  company  being  principally  composed  of  mili- 
tary and  naval  officers,  and  foreigners  from  the 
different*  embassies,  with  some  prominent  public 
characters,  tlie  greater  part  of  whom  were  un- 
known to  us.  About  half  an  hour  after  its  ter- 
mination the  various  exhibitions  were  commencetl, 
wliich  were  announced  by  the  explosion  of  the 
♦7,000  rockets,  close  by  us,  and  which  I  can  com- 
pare to  nothing  but  an  earthquake ;  for  the  vessels, 
the  river,  and  every  thing  else,  trembled  beneath 
us,  whilst  the  atmosphere  was  illuminated  with 
the  most  brilliant  fires  in  every  shape  and  form 
ttiat  fancy  could  create;  while  thousands  of  hissing 
serpents,  dragons,  and  rockets,  soaring  to  the 
skies,  burst  in  upper  air,  and  then  descended 
slowly  like  meteors  to  the  earth.  This  magni- 
ficent spectacle  being  concluded,  the  splendid 
illumination  of  the  gardens,  the  bridges,  &c., 
commence*!.  As  we  had  seen  every  thing  in  thai 
quarter,  we  took  leave  of  the  minister,  and  pro- 
ceeded regularly  to  all  the  places  mentioned  on 
our  list.     The   crowd   in   the  streets  was   inde- 
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icribablj  great ;  amongst  whom  I  was  Dot  a  littk 
surprised  to  see  a  number  of  genteel  females,  who 
must  have  been  frequently  in  danger  of  being 
crushed  to  death.  It  is,  however,  but  justice  to 
■ay,  that  on  those  occasions  the  common  people 
of  Paris  are  extremely  civil  and  polite ;  yet,  not- 
withstanding this  good  disposition,  tlie  press  was 
occasionally  so  great  that  they  could  not  resist  the 
*ide,  and  were  forced  against  each  other  and 
wedged  closely  together.  The  last  exhibition  w* 
witcessed  was  the  most  interesting  of  all,  and  cer- 
tainly proved  most  eventful  to  us.  With  much 
difficulty  we  reached  the  place  designated  in  the 
bill,  and  obtained  a  good  position  in  front  of  a 
large  platform.  On  either  side  were  constructed 
forts,  before  each  of  which  several  companies  of 
cavalry  and  infantry  were  stationed,  ready  for 
action.  Tlie  batteries  commenced  a  regular  can- 
nonade. One  of  them  after  a  while  was  silenced, 
and  tlie  troops  marched  to  the  assault.  They 
were  met  by  the  enemy,  who  made  a  sortie^  aod 
resisted  them  for  some  time,  but  at  length  they 
were  driven  back  into  the  fort.  Artillery  was 
now  brought  forward,  and  employed  against  the 
ramparts ;  and  a  breach  being  eflected,  the  assaidt 
quickly  followed.  The  battle  was  so  well  repre- 
sented, and  the  assault  made  with  so  much  spirit, 
that  several  men  appeared  to  be  killed  and 
wounded;  but  the  fort  was  finally  taken  after  an 
obstinate  resistance.     A  flag  of  truce  was    then 
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hoisted ;  and  the  whole  ended  with  a  superb  tri- 
umphal procession,  and  hymn  to  peace. 

Tljis  representation  of  war,  which  was  on  a 
grand  scale,  drew  the  whole  population  of  the 
capital,  whose  curiosity  to  get  as  near  to  it  as 
possibk'  rendered  them  less  civil  than  usual.  The 
piece  had  scarcely  begun,  when  we  found  our- 
Belves  pressed  on  all  sides,  and  more  than  once  we 
heard  the  shrieks  of  women  in  distress.  Two 
very  genteel -looking  ladies,  accompanied  by  a 
young  gentleman,  stood  immediately  behind  us; 
but,  as  it  was  necessary  to  turn  round,  in  order  to 
get  a  good  view  of  their  faces,  and  as  the  scene 
before  us  was  very  interesting,  wc  made  no  eflbrt 
to  discover  whether  they  were  handsome  or  the 
reverse.  About  fifteen  minutes  before  the  lime 
mentioned  for  the  commencement  of  the  spectacle, 
tlie  dense  mass  in  our  rear  pressed  forwards  so 
violently,  that  in  spite  of  our  best  efforts  to  the 
contrary  we  were  obliged  to  give  way,  and  advance 
upon  those  in  front.  Being  then  full  of  youtliful 
strengtii,  and  remarkably  powerful  in  tlie  arms, 
and  my  friend,  who  was  likewise  very  strong, 
aiusting  me,  we  succeeded  in  keeping  off  the 
crowd.  Just  then  I  heard  a  female  shriek  close 
by  me:  turning  hastily  round,  I  perceived  that 
one  of  the  young  ladies  before  mentioned  had 
been  thrown  down  by  the  struggling  multitude, 
and  was  in  danger  of  being  trampled  to  deatli. 
Instantly  striding  across  her  prostrate  body,  I 
called  to  my  friend  to  aid  her  companion,  who 
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also  appeared  in  great  danger;  then  lifting  the 
fallen  lady  in  my  arms,  I  snppoitcd  her  high  above 
the  crowd ;  at  the  same  time  entreating  her  not  to 
be  alarmed,  but  to  hold  fast  by  my  neck,  and  I 
would  protect  her  from  further  inconvenience. 

"  Excuse  me,  Madame,"  I  added,  "  for  the 
rough  manner  in  which  I  have  treated  you;  bul 
at  a  time  when  your  life  was  endangered,  cere- 
mony would  have  been  fatal.  Depend  upon  it 
you  are  under  the  protection  of  a  man  of  honour, 
who  wiJl  defend  you  at  the  risk  of  his  life." 

She  made  no  immediate  reply,  and  I  had  lei- 
sure to  observe  that  my  friend  and  the  young 
gentleman  who  accompanied  the  fair  strangers 
had,  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  prevented  the 
other  lady  from  fainting,  by  hfting  her  also  in 
their  arms  above  the  crowd.  At  length,  after 
sighing  heavily  two  or  three  times,  my  lovely 
burden  exclaimed, — 

"  Sir  !  I  entreat  you  to  put  me  down.  I  must 
be  heavy,  and  troublesome." 

"  Madame  !"  I  replied,  "  I  conjure  you  not  to 
make  yourself  uneasy]^keep  your  position,  and 
amuse  yourself  by  loaking  at  the  remainder  of 
the  spectacle.  Your  relations,  or  friends,  are  at 
hand ;  and,  I  assure  you,  I  am  not  in  the  least 
incommoded  by  your  weight."  Her  sister,  who 
was  now  perfectly  recovered,  enquired  how  she 
felt. 
I  "  I  am  quite  well,"  said  she;  "  but  I  am  really 

I        in  despair  to  trouble  this  gentleman,  who  has  so 
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bravely  defended  me,  and  to  whose  timely  exer- 
tions I  am  indebted  for  my  life." 

The  young  gentleman  and  his  sister  expressed 
tJieir  a-iknowledgements  to  us  both  in  the  politest 
and  most  amiable  terms ;;  and  the  show  being  at  an 
end,  and  the  crowd  beginning  to  disperse,  they 
courtesictl,  and  bade  «s  adieu. 

To  me  their  departure  was  like  a  thunderbolt. 
I  remained  silent,  and  rivetted  to  tlie  spot  for 
many  minutes,  ere  I  summoned  courage  to  ask 
my  friend  if  he  had  ascertained  their  name  and 
condition. 

"  I !"  said  he,  earnestly — "  I,  who  have  been 
80  taken  up  with  gazing  upon  the  lovely  features 
of  her  I  adore,  that  it  never  entered  into  my 
thoughts  to  enquire  where  she  lived,  or  who  she 
was?" 

"  This  has  been  exactly  my  case,"  I  replied ; 
"  and  all  1  have  discovered  is,  that  the  lady  whose 
life  I  saved  walks,  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
mostly  upon  the  Italian  boulevard." 

"  What  stupid  fellows  we  are,"  said  he,  "  to 
allow  them  to  bow  us  off  thus,  and  not  to  ask  per- 
mission to  accompany  them  home!" 

"  True,"  I  replied;  "  it  was  certainly  a  great 
oversight ;  but  I  confess  to  you,  my  diffidence, 
pride,  or  whatever  you  please  to  call  it,  would  not 
suffer  me  to  solicit  the  honour  of  waiting  on  them, 
when  I  conceived  it  their  duty  to  invite  me.  We 
ought,  however,  to  recollect  that,  in  the  large 
cities  of  Europe,  tliere  are  so  many  fortune- 
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hunters,  that  persons  of  a  respectable  condition 
in  life  are  cautious  of  making  acquaintances  with 
those  of  whose  character  and  pretensions  they 
have  not  previously  received  some  information." 

After  very  many  conjectures  and  conclusions, 
doubts  and  siu-niises,  we  walked  slowly  and  sadly 
home,  not  in  the  least  satisfied  with  ourselves,  or 
the  manner  in  which  we  separated  from  the  two 
persons  in  the  world  for  whom  we  felt  the 
strongest  interest,  and  who,  diougli  extremely  mo- 
dest and  diiBdent  in  their  manners,  were  appar- 
ently well  pleased  with  us. 

We  sallied  forth  the  following  evening,  at  the 
fashionable  hour  of  taking  recreation,  and  walked 
a  full  hour  on  the  ramparts  before  we  saw  or 
heard  any  thing  of  those  whom  we  so  eagerly 
sought.  At  last,  just  as  we  were  about  to  quit 
the  promenade,  I  heard  a  female  voice  exclaim,  — 

"  Oh,  brother,  there  they  are !  There  are  the 
two  gentlemen  wiio  saved  our  lives.  Go,  invite 
them  to  our  house,  as  your  uncle  has  charged 
you." 

When  I  turned  round  to  gaze  at  the  speakers, 
a  tall,  genteel  young  man,  approached  us. 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  with  a  noble  frankness, 
"  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  brave  and  gener- 
ous conduct  during  the  exhibition  of  yesterday; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  request  you,  on  the  part 
of  my  uncle,  tlie  Marquis  de  Beaucour,  to  honour 
him  with  your  company,  at  his  dwelling." 

With  that  Jie  took  us  alternately  by  the  hand, 
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and,  scarcely  giving  us  time  to  utter  the  usual 
compliments  in  return,  he  added,  "  Here  arc  my 
sisters  near  us;  allow  me  to  perform  the  almost 
needless  ceremony  of  introducing  you  to  them." 

This  sudden  and  joyful  occurrence  filled  our 
desponding  hearts  with  gladness;  we  turned  to- 
wards the  ladies,  who  received  us  with  smiles  of 
complacency,  and  immediately  proposed  that  we 
aliould  adjourn  to  tlieir  uncle's.  There  was  another 
gentleman  witli  tliem,  who  also  approached  me, 
aitd,  bowing,  said, — 

"  The  Count  de  Montaubert  also  considers 
liimself  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  you  for 
having  saved  the  life  of  tliis  young  lady,  to  whom 
he  has  the  happiness  of  being  betrothed." 

I  returned  the  pressure  of  his  hand,  but  was 
unable  to  utter  a  single  word.  The  joy  that, 
only  a  few  moments  before,  danced  about  my 
heart,  was  dampetl  by  the  cold  chill  of  disappoint- 
ment. I  shuddered,  and  felt  as  if  a  dagger  liad 
been  plimged  into  my  bosom.  My  cheeks  alter- 
nately l)ecame  pale  and  flushed;  and  a  clammy 
deatli-likc  i)erspiration  started  upon  my  forehead. 
In  short,  though  my  perturbation  must  have  been 
evident  to  all  present,  none  appeared  to  remark  it 
except  her  wlio  was  its  cause.  Regarding  me 
■Uftdily,  she  said,  in  my  native  language, — 

"  You  look  ill,  sir  1  I  fear  something  ails 
you!" 

Uy  this  time  I  had  recovered  myself  sufficiently 
to  reply  that  I  felt  a  little  fatigued;  but  it  would 
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■oon  be  over-     The  Count  again  addressed  him- 
self to  me,  saying,  — 

"  Pray,  Sir,  excuse  me,  —  I  have  particular 
business ;  and  as  yon  are  going  to  visit  this  lady's 
uncle,  may  I  beg  to  place  ber  under  your  care?" 

I  promised  to  protect  her,  and  he  left  us. 

"  He  could  not  have  given  me,"  said  she,  with 
a  smile,  "  into  safer  bands ;  for  I  have  already 
witnessed  the  courage,  strength,  and  presence  of 
mind  you  are  capable  of  exerting  in  time  of  dan- 
ger; and  my  gratitude  can  only  end  with  my 
life." 

I  begged  she  would  not  place  tc-o  high  a  x'aliic 
on  so  trifling  a  service,  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
every  gentleman  to  render  lo  a  lady  in  distress. 

"  You  must  allow  me,"  she  replied,  "  to  esti- 
mate it  according  to  my  own  notions  of  what  it 
justly  merits;  and,  at  the  same  lime,  to  apologise 
for  not  having  invited  you  at  the  close  of  the  ex- 
hibition to  accompany  us  to  my  uncle's,  who,  in- 
dependently of  the  obligations  he  owes  you,  feels 
a  strong  partiality  for  Englishmen,  from  a  long 
residence  in  their  countrj\" 

A  silence  ensued  that  was,  however,  soon  inter- 
ruptetl  by  the  mirth  of  the  rest  of  the  party,  who 
were  laugliing  at  the  remembrance  of  the  strange 
manner  in  which  we  made  their  acquaintance, 
and  the  ludicrous  incidents  which  befell  us  in  the 
crowd.  My  companion  listened  to  their  remarks 
k  with  a  languid  smile;  whiie  every  look,  every 
I        glance,  was  replete  with  assurances  of  her  favour- 
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able  sentiments  towards  me.  That  such  a  precious 
jewel  should  be  snatched  from  my  deluded  grasp, 
was  enough  to  drive  me  to  despair,  more  {)artlcu- 
larly  when  I  learnt  from  her  brother,  it  was  only 
within  three  days  past  that  the  marriage  contract 
had  been  signed. 

We  now  entered  the  court  yard  of  a  handsome 
and  spacious  liotc-l,  the  residence  of  the  Marquis; 
and  the  brother,  leading  the  way,  soon  brought  us 
to  the  cabinet  of  the  old  gentleman.  He  rose, 
and  alternately  embraced  us,  declaring,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  how  delighted  he  felt  to  see  him  who 
had  saved  the  life  of  his  beloved  Lise.  We  en- 
deavoured to  avoid  the  subject,  and  pass  to  some- 
thing else;  but  he  was  not  to  be  turned  aside. 
He  enquired  whether  we  were  single  or  married ; 
our  places  of  nativity,  names,  &c.;  and  then  made 
an  eloquent  speech  in  favour  of  the  noble  courage 
and  generosity  of  my  countrymen  in  particular, 
for  he  had  been  in  Ireland. 

"Your  names,  and  this  noble  action,"  said  he, 
"which  has  been  the  means  of  preserving  a  tresv- 
Bure  more  valuable  to  me  than  my  fortune,  shall 
be  registered  on  our  book  of  remarkable  events, 
and  the  anniversary  of  yesterday  shall  always  be  a 
festival  in  my  family."  Then  taking  me  by  the 
hand,  he  continued, — 

"  Mr.  I^rabazon,  I  have  spent  several  delightful 
years  in  England,  and  have  travelled  all  over 
Ireland,  enjoying  its  verdant  beauties,  and  its 
winning  hospitality.     We  must  be  friends :  all  I 
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r^et  is,  that  I  had  not  made  your  acquaintance 
a  few  days  sooner.  Come,  sit  down  here  with 
me;"  for,  said  he,  laughing,  "  I  see  that  your 
friend  prefers  the  society  of  my  niece  to  the  con- 
versation of  a  tedious  old  man :  and  he  is  right. 
Let  you  and  I,  however,  converse  about  those 
scenes  on  which  my  recollection  still  dwells  with 
undiminished  pleasure." 

He  then  began  to  speak  of  Ireland,  Dublin, 
Cork,  Limerick,  the  lakes  of  Killarney;  and  at 
length  grew  so  eloquent  in  praise  of  the  richn£si 
and  beauty  of  my  native  land,  that  I  was  almost 
ready  to  press  the  old  man  to  my  heart  in  ecstacj*. 

It  seemed  as  if  we  had  already  known  each  other 
many  years ;  and  wliilst  we  were  in  the  midst  of 
tins  excitement,  produced  by  sympathy,  the  lovely 
Lise  entered.  She  smiled  at  seeing  her  uncle 
p»-e8S  me  to  his  bosom,  as  he  exclaimed, — 

"  Nothing,  since  I  have  left  Great  Britain,  has 
afforded  me  so  much  heartfelt  pleasure  as  this 
unexpected  meeting  with  a  gentleman,  whose 
friends  and  relations  I  have  known  most  inti- 
mately ;  and,  what  is  most  singular,  that  he  should 
have  saved  the  life  of  my  beloved  niece!  Ah  ! 
my  dear  child,"  said  he,  turning  to  her,  "  how 
gi-ateftil  do  I  feel  to  him  for  thy  safety !"  Tlien 
he  added  abruptly, — 

"  But  where 's  that  insensible  man,  the  Count? 
Surely  he  has  not  forgotten  to  thank  Mr.  Bra- 
I        bazon." 
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street.  Sir,"  said  I,  "  and  received  his  thanks. 
But  you  will  confer  a  particular  favour  upon  me, 
by  saying  no  more  about  it.  I  am  overpowered 
by  your  gratitude,  and  am  more  than  repaid  by 
the  pleasure  I  feel  in  your  company." 

"  Come,  my  dear  uncle,"  said  Lisc,  "  let  us 
no  longer  persist  in  our  allusions  to  a  subject  dis- 
agreeable to  the  feelings  of  our  friend." 

"  Well  then,"  said  the  merrj'  old  Marquis,  "  let 
me  now  ask,  in  frieiidsliip,  the  name,  situation 
in  life,  &c,  of  your  friend,  who,  being  a  native  of 
America,  and,  of  course,  a  republican,  I  am  not 
altogether  pleased  to  find  has  become  so  interest- 
ing to  Julia.  She  has  frankly  confessed,  for  she 
conceals  nothing  from  her  old  uncle,  being  already 
half  in  love  with  hini.  He  is  certainly  a  gentle- 
manly, handsome  man;  but,  you  know,  there  are 
other  requisites  to  be  looked  for  in  a  husband." 

I  gave  him  a  short  account  of  my  friend's  fortune, 
education,  conduct,  and  connections,  adding  tliat 
he  was  any  thing  but  a  republican ;  iliat  I  knew 
he  was  in  love  with  Juha,  whose  hand  I  had  every 
reason  to  believe  he  would  demand  in  marriage, 
the  moment  he  had  been  long  enough  intimate  in 
the  family  to  authorise  such  a  proposal.  The  old 
nobleman  |seemed  pleased,  thankeil  me  for  the 
confidential  manner  in  which  I  had  explained 
matters  to  him ;  adding,  by  way  of  compliment, 
that  he  knew  he  could  place  implicit  belief  in 
whatever  was  uttered  by  an  English  gentleman. 

"  You  see,"  said  Lise,  with  a  smile  of  benevo- 
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lence,  "  that  what  I  told  you  of  my  uncle  is  true. 
He  is  in  love  with  your  nation;  nor  do  I  wonder 
at  it,"  she  added  with  enthusiasm,  "  since  courage, 
truth,  and  honour  are  their  birthright." 

"  If  ever  I  felt  truly  proud  of  being  bom  in 
Great  Britain,"  1  rejoined  witli  equal  feeling,  "  it 
is  at  this  moment." 

"  A  very  pretty  compliment,  in  answer  to  my 
niece's  just  estimation  of  your  national  character," 
said  the  uncle;  "  but  I  must  tell  the  Count  to  be- 
ware how  he  leaves  you  thus  in  tlie  company  of 
Englishmen."  Lise  blushed  deeply,  rose,  and  left 
tlie  room.  \Vlien  she  was  gone,  the  old  gentle- 
man continued, — 

"  We  have  been  only  a  few  hours  acquainted, 
and  yet  I  feel  as  if  we  had  been  known  to  each 
other  manyyeare  —  much  more  cordial  tlian  I  am 
with  my  niece's  intended  husband,  whose  family 
and  mine  have  been  on  terms  of  intimacy  and 
friendship  for  ten  years  past  I  will  tell  you,  in 
confidence,  that  they  have  been  worrying  me,  for 
more  than  a  year  past,  to  give  him  my  niece  in 
marriage,  and  I  regret  now  that  I  prevailed  upon 
her  to  accept  of  him;  for  I  begin  to  percei\'e  that 
he  will  be,  at  best,  but  a  cold,  unfeeling  husband. 
However,  tlic  marriage  contracts  are  signed,  and 
it  is  too  late  to  retract,  without  incurring  the  risk 
of  a  quarrel  with  the  familj',  and  the  implication 
of  having  forfeited  my  honour." 

"  In  candour,  Marquis,"  said  I,  seriously,  "  I 
cannot  attempt  to  advise  you    on  so  delicate   a 
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point.  But  I  need  scarcely  obsene,  that  unless 
you  have  strong  proofs  of  the  danger  you  appre- 
hend, or  have  just  reasons  to  accuse  him  of  con- 
duct rendering  him  unworthy  of  her  hand,  he  can 
enforce  the  contract  by  law;  or  at  least  oblige  yoii 
to  pay  die  dower  mentioned  in  your  agreement, 
though  he  cannot  compel  you  to  resign  her  pereon, 
especially  if  she  herself  is  not  disposed  to  marry 
him." 

Our  conversation  was  here  interrupted  by  the 
announcement  that  dinner  was  served,  and  I  re- 
marked that  Lise  kept  her  eyes  fixetl  upon  me  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  its  continuance.  When  they  en- 
countered mine,  she  blushed ;  but  the  Count  de 
Montaubert,  who  had  got  into  a  dispute  with  the 
cousin  respecting  the  age  of  a  horse,  never  once 
•poke  to  his  intended  bride,  or  took  any  more 
notice  of  her  than  if  she  had  not  been  at  table. 
My  heart  bled  for  her.  What  would  I  not  have 
sacrificed  to  have  been  in  his  place  !  Such  beauty, 
worth,  modesty,  and  accomplishments,  to  be  thrown 
away  upon  a  block  of  wood  ! 

Her  aunt,  who  sat  next  me,  seemed  to  have 
penetrated  my  thoughts.  "  Lise,"  said  she, 
"  WTote  a  long  note  before  dinner,  fearful  that  I 
might  have  been  enticed  to  dine  elpewhere,  and 
informing  me  of  her  having  at  length  discovered 
the  noble  stranger  who  saved  her  life.  I  will  not 
mention,"  adde<l  the  old  lady,  laughing,  "  half 
the  handsome  things  she  said  of  you.  I  sec  you 
are  modest,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  make  you  vain." 
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•'  It  would  be  like  flattering  a  man,"  said  I, 
"  who  is  condemned  to  death  with  tlie  hopes  of  a 
reprieve." 

•'  You  are  right,  but  still  the  true  lover's  motto 
is  •  never  despair ; '  and  I  now  tell  you  plainly,  if  I 
could  break  off  the  match  with  that  stupid  Count, 
I  should  not  hesitate  a  moment,  as  I  feel  per- 
suaded that  it  will  be  the  deadi  of  my  poor  niece. 
She  has  wasted  to  a  skeleton  within  the  last  week, 
and  her  features  ever  since  the  contract  was 
signed  have  been  tinged  with  the  deepest  melan- 
choly- My  brother  regrets  now  tliat  he  had  been 
so  precipitate,  but  it  is  too  late;  the  contract  is 
signed,  and  the  Marquis  will  make  lum  pay  the 
dower,  whether  he  gets  the  wife  or  not-  If  I  had 
tlie  management  of  the  business,  large  as  the  sum 
is,  I  would  make  him  a  present  of  it,  and  save  the 
poor  girl.  My  brother  is  not  deficient  in  courage, 
nor  is  he  a  miser;  but  he  has  verj*  high  notions  of 
honour,  and  is  fearful  that  breaking  off  the  match 
may  be  considered  as  ungrateful.  For  my  own 
part,  however,  I  cannot  but  repeat,  that  having 
my  niece's  happiness  much  at  heart,  I  would 
freely  sacrifice  half  my  fortime  to  snatch  her  from 
the  chilling  embraces  of  an  unfeeling  coxcomb, 
who  marries  her  solely  for  her  money,  and  ia 
entirely  unwort])y  the  possession  of  so  much 
beauty  and  meriL" 

At  the  close  of  this  commimication,  which  waa 
uttered  with  a  tone  of  ardent  indignation,  she 
fixed  her  eyes  steadily  upon  me,  as  if  awaiting  a 
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reply.     My  embarrassment  was  excessive.     True, 
I  was  deeply  enamoured  of  lier  clmrniing  niece, 
but  she  was  engaged  before  1  had  tlie  good  fortune 
to  meet  her ;  and  though  I  felt  ready  to  do  any 
thing  that  was  not  incompatible  with  the  charac- 
ter of  a  man  of  honour  and  a  gentleman,  the 
idea  of  bearing  off  clandestinely  a  betrothed  lady, 
ceded  to  another  by  promise  and  a  legal  contract 
of  marriage,  rather  shocked  my  nicer  feelings.    I 
remained  silent,  reflecting  upon  the  dilemma  in 
which  I  was  placed,  and  in  what  manner  I  should 
reply  to  her,  when  she  seemed  to  penetrate  my 
thoughts,  and  said  with  a  smile,  "  Nay,  Mr.  Bra- 
bazon,  don't  be  too  conscientious.    We,  old  ladies, 
have  some  penetration ;  and,  I  perceive,  although 
I  have  been  here  only  a  couple  of  houre,  or  a  little 
more,  that  you  love  my  niece.     My  communication 
has  troubled  you.     Don't  be   alarmed.     Reflect 
upon    it    at  your  leisure.     We   will  talk  it  over 
another  time." 

At  this  moment  it  was  a  great  relief  to  me  to 
see  the  old  Marquis  rise  from  table.  I  offered 
the  lady  my  arm,  and  leil  lier  back  into  the  draw- 
ing-room, where  I  meant  to  escape  for  awhile  at 
least ;  but  she  said,  "  Take  a  seat  by  me,  Mr.  Bra- 
bazon ;  I  see  my  niece  coming  towards  us." 

Poor  unfortunate  Lise  smiled,  and  sighed  as 

she  kissefl  her.     Tiien,  turning  to  me,  she  said, — 

"  You  must  excuse  my  aunt,   sir.     She  loves 

me   tenderly   herself,    and    conceives    every   one 

ought  to  love  me  also ;  but  this  may  be  difiScult 
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for  those  who  are  less  acquainted  ^-ith  me  than 
she  is." 

"  Don't,  my  dear,"  said  the  aunt,  smiling,  "  put 
Mr.  Brabazon  to  his  confessions;  for  I  see  plainly, 
by  his  eyes,  he  does  not  think  there  is  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  matter." 

She  delivered  this  obscn'ation  with  empliasis, 
and  an  air  of  superior  penetration  that  confused  I 
us  both  ;  and,  suddenly  rising  from  her  chair,  she] 
paced  hastily  across  tlie  room,  to  seat  herself  byj 
her  younger  niece  and  my  American  friend.  Wei 
were  thus  left  alone  ;  and,  emboldened  by  a  smilej 
that  was  mingled  with  the  interesting  blushes  of 
the  lovely  Lise,  I  concluded  it  would  be  considered 
as  a  dereliction  from  the  duty  of  a  gallant  cavalier 
to  quit  the  subject  abruptly,  and  I  said, — 

"  Unfortunately,  your  amit  has  spoken  the 
tnitli.  To  love  what  is  irresistibly  beautiful  and 
angelic,  is  certainly  not  difficult;  though  it  may 
be  criminal  to  confess  it." 

Her  cheeks  were  now  suffused  with  the  deepest 
crimson ;  she  grew  agitated ;  her  eyes  were  cast 
upon  the  ground;  and  it  was  evident  she  wished 
to  reply,  but  was  prevented  by  her  feelings.  In 
the  height  of  this  struggle,  which  made  me  feel 
alarmed  at  my  imprudence,  mj*  guardian  rose  to 
depart,  and  I  took  a  hasty  and  embarrassed  leaver 
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A  FEW  mornings  afterwards,  at  breakfast,  our  Ame- 
rican was  elevated  to  the  skius.  He  had  broached 
the  subject  of  matrimony  to  Julia,  and  obtained 
her  consent  to  ask  her  band  of  her  uncle.  I  will 
not  attempt  to  describe  the  agonies  I  suffered 
during  his  recital  of  the  incidents  which  led  to 
this  happy  conclusion  of  bis  courtship,  so  ardently 
commenced  and  so  quickly  accomplisbed.  Little 
did  he  diink  of  the  pangs  which  piercetl  my  heart 
when,  taking  me  aside,  he  described  to  me  the 
marks  of  love  and  tenderness  bestowed  upon  him  ; 
and  the  reciprocal  sighs  which  escaped  them  when 
lliey  separated  the  preceding  evening. 

"As  for  myself,"  he  continued,  "I  hate  sus- 
Ijensc.  To-morrow  I  am  determined  to  attack 
the  old  gentleman,  and  have  my  fate  decided." 
He  was  true  to  his  word;  for  the  following  even- 
ing, when  we  met,  he  told  us  all  the  preliminaries 
were  settled. 

In  the  course  of  a  couple  of  daj-s,  we  dined 
again  with  tlie  old  Marquis,  who  took  me  aside, 
and  related  to  me  what  had  passed  between  him 
and  Julia's  lover.  He  was  well  satisfied  that  his 
niece  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a  man 
of  good  family  and  fortune,  who  loved  her,  and 
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who,  in  cverj'  other  respect,  was  likely  to  make 
her  an  excellent  husband. 

"  All  this,"  said  he,  "  as  well  as  the  life  of  mv 
beloved  Lise,  I  owe  to  you;  and  it  really  afilict* 
me  to  think  that  I  must  appear  ungrateful.  I  fear 
I  shall  have  to  rejjret  my  precipitation  as  long  as 
I  live,  for  my  dear  girl  will  never  be  happy  with 
the  Count  de  Montaubert.  We  have  now  de- 
termined, in  order  to  make  it  somewhat  more  gay 
for  her,  that  both  marriages  shall  be  celebrated 
the  same  day.  Julia  is  all  gaiety  and  happiness; 
but  poor  Lise  seems  a  prey  to  melancholy." 

This  information  gave  me  so  much  jwiin  that 
the  old  gentleman  must  have  remarked  my  agi- 
tation.   Wlien  he  concluded,  I  had  some  difficulty 
to  muster  up  courage  enough  to  say  I  felt  amply 
rewarded,  by  his  friendship  and  attention,  for  the 
trifling  service  I  had  rendered  his  niece;  and  con- 
gratulated him  on  the  double  £illiance,  of  which  he 
had  spoken.    However,  I  had  made  up  my  mind, 
at  the  same  moment,  that  no  mortal  power  sliould 
detain  me  in  Paris  to  belioid  the  sacrifice.     That 
day  the  Count  was  not  there.     I  sat  by  Lise  at 
dinner.     She  conversed  with  me  in  the  most  nn- 
reserved   manner,    and  confided    to    me   all    her 
sorrows.    Her  expressions  of  gratitude  and  attach- 
ment, and  her  assurances  that  siie  should  never 
cease  to  think  of  me  as  long  as  she  lived,  excited 
feelings  indescribably  painful.     At  length,   reco- 
vering myself  a  little,  I  told  her,  with  a  faultering 
voice,  how  much  I  loved  and  respected  her ;  and. 
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since  her  marriage  would  shortly  take  place,  I 
meant  to  quit  Paris  in  four  days  at  farthest,  as  I 
wished  to  spare  myself  the  pain  of  witnessing  that 
ceremony. 

Her  cousin  now  interrupted  our  conversation; 
and  I  retired  at  an  early  iioiir  to  join  my  guardian, 
who,  I  knew,  was  at  home,  and  alone.  On  enter- 
ing his  apartment,  I  found  him  with  a  packet  of 
American  letters,  amongst  which  was  one  from 
Captain  Cooper,  pressing  an  immediate  return  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  was  preparing  a  fine  ship, 
to  sail,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  mondis  at 
farthest,  for  Manilla. 

'•  I  hope  you  are  pleased  with  this  news,"  said 
my  guardian ;  "  and  that  you  are  ready  to  return. 
Id  three  days  more  we  must  depart ;  for  later  we 
may  not  be  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  a  vessel 
at  Bordeaux  bound  for  America." 

"  Under  any  other  circumstances,"  replied  I, 
"  I  might  have  fell  inclined  to  remain  longer  in 
Paris;  but  now  I  am  truly  delighted  to  leave  it, 
and  am  glad  I  have  receiveti  the  captain's  letter, 
without  which  I  doubt  whether  our  young  friend 
would  consent  to  part  with  us  until  after  we  had 
witnened  his  marriage." 

As  soon  as  he  returned  from  the  Marquis's, 
which  was  not  until  long  after  midnight,  I  men- 
tioned tl>e  intelligence  we  had  received,  and  our 
determination.  He  was  exceedingly  disappointed, 
and  in  vain  endeavoured  by  every  specious  argu- 
ment, as  well  as  the  strongest  appeals  to  friend- 
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afaip,  to  turn  us  aside  from  our  piiqxtse.  However, 
after  my  guardian  retired,  and  the  warmth  of  his 
expostulations  had  subsided,  I  made  him  sensible 
that  my  absence  was  necessary  to  the  peace  of 
mind  of  both  Lise  and  myself. 

We  made  our  preparations  speedily ;  so  that, 
when  the  day  arrived,  we  had  only  to  dine  with 
our  friends,  and,  the  moment  dinner  was  over,  to 
jump  into  our  cabriolet  and  depart.  When  we 
entered  the  room,  the  whole  family  were  assembled. 
The  old  Marquis's  features  appeared  serious  and 
troubled ;  the  aunt,  like  all  old  maids,  was  fidgetty 
and  micasy ;  the  young  Marquis  was  whispering 
and  talking  with  Julia  and  her  lover;  wliile  Lise, 
pale  and  dejected,  sat  in  silence  by  her  intended 
husband,  the  only  person  in  company  whose  happy 
physiognomy  exhibited  perfect  composure.  He 
sliook  me  by  the  hand,  and  observed  that  he  was 
sorry  to  hear  I  was  about  to  leave  them.  Tliis 
observation  gave  me  at  once  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  to  the  assembled  family  the  reasons  of 
our  sudden  determination,  which  was  confirmed 
by  my  guardian ;  who  added,  that  we  could  give 
no  stronger  proof  of  the  necessity  of  our  arriving 
soon  in  America,  tliau  tliat  of  our  undertaking  a 
winter's  passage  through  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  one 
of  the  most  boisterous  parts  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
Before  dinner  the  old  Marquis  look  me  by  the 
hand,  and  begged  me  to  accompany  him  into  his 
cabinet.     When  there,  lie  made  me  sit  down,  and 
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aeated  himself  in  liis  large  armed  chair,  opposite 
to  me. 

"  You  are  going  to  leave  iis  at  a  very  interest- 
ing moment,"  said  he,  "  and,  I  am  sorry  to  add, 
rather  precipitately.  However,  you  have  assigoed 
satisfactory  reasons  for  your  determination.  My 
sisti-r  has  been  saying  a  great  deal  about  you  this 
morning.  She  considers  tliat  I  have  given  you 
cause  to  be  displeased  by  my  precipitation  in  be- 
stowing Lise  on  the  Count  instead  of  the  man  wlio 
saved  her  life,  and  on  whom  I  was  bound  in  gra- 
titude to  bestow  her.  I  have  already  given  you 
the  assurance  of  my  eternal  love  and  esteem  ;  and 
I  further  declare  to  you,  I  am  ready  to  make  any 
sacrifice,  or  take  any  measures  you  may  devise,  to 
break  ofi'  (he  match,  provided  you  vviil  remain  in 
Paris,  and  marry  our  beloved  Lise,  whose  health, 
I  see,  is  already  injured,  and  her  peace  of  mind 
destroyed." 

This  unexpected  appeal,  and  explanation  of  con- 
duct that   1   had   never  thought  of  condemning, 
placed  me  in  a  very  awkward  position,  and  it  was 
some  seconds  before  I  could  collect  myself  suffici- 
ently to  return  an  appropriate  answer.     I  began 
by  assuring  him  that  I  had  never  felt  the  smallest 
'dissatisfaction  at  the  causes  which  deprived  me  of 
'tbe  hand  of  his  amiable  niece;  and,  although   I 
lamented  my  hard  fate,  I  approved  of  his  honour- 
■  sble  compliance  with  his  solemn  promises  and  en- 
gagements. 

♦*  Whatever,"  said   I,  "  may  be  the  pangs  it 
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costs  my  heart  to  resign  her,  I  never  can  think  of 
proposing  to  tarnish  your  honour;  neither  can  I 
consent  to  be  an  accomplice  in  a  scheme  that 
would  certainly  draw  upon  us  llie  animadversions 
of  all  France.  No  doubt  your  niece  will,  also, 
severely  feel  this  sacrifice  of  her  affections;  but,  I 
trust  in  God,  she  will  endeavour  to  combat  her 
disgust,  and  be  happy  with  her  afHanced  husband. 
As  for  me,  I  am  a  traveller  and  a  wanderer  on 
the  face  of  the  eartli :   1  may  say,  with  the  song, 

M  1  fiiy  course  is  o'er  the  mountain  waves, 
My  road  is  on  the  deep.' 

Let  me,  therefore,  depart  in  peace.  Console  your 
lovely  niece  by  your  tender  care  and  attentions, 
and  1  will  struggle  to  forget  that  I  liave  been 
deprived  by  destiny  of  such  an  inestimable 
treasure." 

When  I  ceased,  the  ok!  marquis  rose  from  his 
chair,  and  clasping  me  to  his  bosom,  he  exclaimed, — 

"  Thou  art  honour's  darling  son,  and  I  shall 
always  consider  you  as  a  dear  and  invaluable 
friend." 

The  formality  of  bidding  adieu,  however  dis- 
tressing, was  unavoidable.  When  I  approached 
the  spot,  where,  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  family, 
Lise  stood,  pale  and  trembling,  she  tendered  me 
her  hand,  which  1  pressed  to  my  lips ;  then,  mutter- 
ing something  like  an  adieu,  she  burst  into  tears, 
and  hurried  from  the  room.  My  agitation  had 
now  reached  to  such  a  height,  that  I  liardly  knew 
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what  I  addressed  to  any  of  the  rest  of  the  family ; 
until  Julia,  taking  me  by  the  arm,  said,  "  Adieu, 
my  friend  !  accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  happi- 
ness and  prosperity.  You  have  been  tlie  principal 
cause  of  our  felicity,  and  I  beg  you  to  feel  per- 
suaded of  my  eternal  gratitude." 

The  son,  the  old  marquis,  and  the  aunt,  shed 
tears  vi^hiie  they  embraced  me;  and  I  hastened 
from  the  house,  in  company  with  the  young 
American,  who  accompanied  us  to  our  lodgings 
and  remained  with  us  until  we  started.  After 
making  him  promise  to  keep  up  a  regular  corres- 
pondence, and  embracing  him  affectionately,  1 
bid  a  long  adieu  to  Paris;  though  I  confess  I 
never  left  any  place  with  a  lieavier  heart. 

My  guardian,  who  perceived  how  much  I  was 
agitated,  exerted  himself  to  divert  my  thoughts 
from  dwelling  too  much  upon  her  I  had  lost;  and 
succeeded,  by  his  affectionate  admonitions,  in  calm- 
ing the  perturbation  of  my  heart. 

"  I  know  your  noble  spirit,"  said  he,  "  and 
that  you  are  more  grieved  on  List's  account  tlian 
on  your  own.  But,  Walter,  you  must  learn  to 
bear  the  decrees  of  fate  with  fortitude." 

I  replied,  that,  in  spite  of  my  best  endeavours, 
she  was  continually  uppermost  in  my  thoughts. 
Her  image  was  constantly  before  me;  and,  when  I 
laid  down  to  rest,  it  seemed  to  come  and  repose 
upon  my  pillow.  This  feeling,  sentiment,  fancy, 
or  whatever  the  reader  may  clwose  to  name  it, 
continued  for  a  number  of  years.     So  powerfully 
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did  it  act  upon  my  imagination,  that,  whenever  I 
was  engaged  in  any  affair  of  iinjwrtance,  when- 
ever I  undertook  any  lliing  difficult  of  execution,  it 
seemed  by  my  side,  as  if  ready  to  afford  nie  assist- 
ance or  advice.  When  I  laid  down  at  niglit,  her 
features  exhibited  themselves  to  my  view  in  all  their 
beauty  and  sweetness  of  expression,  accompanied 
with  a  slight  tinge  of  sadness  tliat  only  rendered 
them  still  more  touching.  In  this  way  I  was  never 
alone.  I  always  felt  as  if  I  had  a  companion  bv 
my  side;  a  guardian  angel,  who  hovered  around 
me  by  day  and  night. 

We  left  Paris  in  the  evening,  and  travelled  all 
night.  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  again  our 
route  back  to  Bordeaux,  because  it  was  the  same 
we  liad  previously  travelled.  On  arriving  near 
the  town,  we  saw  a  diligence,  full  of  passengers, 
sticking  fast  in  the  mire.  It  had  got  into  a  large 
slough;  and,  although  the  driver  procured  the 
assistance  of  some  pcnsants,  with  ropes  and  a 
couple  of  horses,  all  their  efforts  were  fruitless. 
The  passengers  became  impatient,  desiring  to  be 
i'reed  from  their  ]>rison ;  wliich  was  at  length  ac- 
complished by  laying  boards  ujmn  the  mud  for 
them  to  walk  on,  the  slough  being  so  deep  and 
soft  that  the  horses  could  not  use  tlieir  strength  to 
draw  the  carriage  out,  altliough  aided  by  a  dozen 
men.  Indeed,  the  driver  made  no  furtlier  efforts 
to  extricate  it,  but  ordered  the  peasants  to  bring 
him  a  half  a  dozen  oxen.  Wliiist  we  were  looking 
at  the  diligence,  one  of  tlie  passengers,  a  genteelly 
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'*^Ktted  middle  aged  man,  expressed  his  sorrow  at 
being  detained  on  the  road,  when  his  mother, 
whom  he  had  not  seen  for  several  years,  lived 
only  a  lillle  more  than  a  day's  journey  from 
Bordeaux.  Our  cabriolet  being  commodious,  we 
offered  him  a  place  in  it.  He  had  been  a  con- 
script, and  served  several  j'cars  in  the  army,  in 
which  he  attained  the  rank  of  major,  'llie  con- 
stant solicitations  of  an  aged  mother  and  his 
sister,  who  had  no  other  male  relation  to  protect 
them,  made  him  resign  his  commission  and  return 
to  live  at  home. 

"  I  liave  listened  to  the  voice  of  nature  an»l 
filial  duty,"  said  he,  "  and  have  sacrificed  my 
ambition  to  those  I  love ;  yet,  I  confess,  it  was 
not  without  a  struggle,  for  I  had  reason  to  expect 
a  rapid  advancement  to  the  higher  grades  of  my 
profession." 

He  relatetl  some  entertaining  anecdotes  of  the 
late  Emj)eror  of  France ;  one  of  which  will,  per- 
Iinps,  not  be  deemed  uninteresting  to  my  readers. 
Napoleon  would,  sometimes,  put  on  an  old  sur- 
tout,  without  epaulets,  and  stroll  about  amongst 
the  bivouacs  of  the  soldiers,  to  hear  their  opinions 
of  his  plans.  One  evening,  after  a  long  and  tire- 
some march,  he  walked  forth  in  his  usual  disguise ; 
his  intention  being  to  make  another  rapid  advance 
tJjo  next  morning,  and,  coming  suddenly  upon  the 
oiiemy,  to  attack  them  unawares.  Drawing  near 
to  a  company  of  old  grenadiers,  of  his  favourite 
raiment,  he  heard  his  name  pronounced,  and  im- 
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mediately  stopped  to  leam  what  was  said  concern- 
ing hira.  A  veteran,  who  was  seated  before  the 
fire,  smoking  his  pipe,  was  listening  to  a  young 
man,  standing  near,  who  said, — 

"  Our  emperor  is  the  devil,  and  he  thinks  we 
are  devils  like  himself,  insensible  to  the  feelings  of 
hunger  or  fatigue." 

"  Why,  what's  tlie  matter  now?"  said  tlie  ve- 
teran, as  he  blew  a  large  whifF  of  smoke  from  his 
pipe. 

"  We  have  been  marching  hard,"  retorted  the 
young  soldier,  "  for  the  last  week,  and  almost 
always  on  a  scanty  allowance :  to-day  we  have 
finished  a  forced  march;  and  I  overheard  the  co- 
lonel tell  the  captain  of  our  company  that  we 
shall  have  another  to-morrow,  to  bring  us  up  un- 
expectedly with  the  enemy,  whom  we  are  to  attack 
the  moment  we  overtake  them." 

"  What !"  exclaimed  the  other,  "  without  giving 
us  a  moment  to  rest  our  weary  limbs?" 

"  So  said  the  officer,"  replied  the  young  man. 

"  Do  n't  you  believe  a  word  of  it,"  replied  old 
Firelock  :  "  listen  to  me.  I  have  heard,  the  ene^ 
my  have  only  a  few  light  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
no  cavalry.  What  do  you  suppose  our  cunning 
general  is  going  to  do  with  his  cavalry  and  flying 
artillery,  who  are  many  miles  a-liead  of  us?" 

"  Why,  they  will  await  us,  I  suppose,"  said  the 
other. 

"  Not  a  bit  of  it,"  said  the  grenadier.     "  I 
know  the  little  hero  better  tlian  you.     By  this 
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time  they  have  iheir  orders  to  make  a  circuitous 
marcli,  and  arrive  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy  the 
day  after  to-morrow.  We  shall  not  be  hurried, 
and  shall  move  only  about  two  thirds  of  the  dis- 
tance to-morrow,  when  we  shall  halt  early,  get  our 
suppers,  a  good  night's  rest,  and,  on  the  morning 
following,  a  nourishing  cup  of  chocolate,  with  an 
exhilarating  glass  of  brandy.  This  will  be  early, 
say  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing; and  then,  my  young  cock,  you  wdl  be  ordered 
to  whet  your  spurs,  and  be  pushed  on,  for  four 
hours,  with  all  your  speed.  About  eight  o'clock 
we  shall  attack  the  enemy,  charge  them  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  route  them  from  their  po- 
sition, and  then  our  flying  artillery  and  cavalry 
falling  on  will  complete  their  defeat.  I  have 
served  many  campaigns  with  this  little  end  of  a 
man :  leave  me,  then,  to  know  how  he  means  to 
act." 

Napoleon  had  no  intention  of  employing  his 
flying  artillery  and  cavalry  in  the  niuiiiKT  indi- 
cated by  the  veteran  grenadier;  but  he  lost  no 
lime  in  profiting  by  his  scheme.  He  dt^spatched 
one  of  his  aides-de-camp  to  give  the  necessary 
orders,  and  followed  the  soldier's  plan  to  the  letter. 
The  moment  this  was  done,  he  took  the  captain  of 
tlie  company  with  him  to  the  bivouac,  and,  point- 
ing out  the  grenadier,  obtained  his  name  and 
term  of  service :  he  was  a  corporal.  The  march- 
ing orders  of  the  next  day  corresponded  exactly 
witli  what  the  grenadier  had  told  his  comrades, 
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and  they  were  all  astonished  at  his  foresight.  In 
short,  they  got  their  night's  rest,  tlie  chocolate^ 
and  the  dram,  exactly  as  it  had  been  predicted; 
and  before  eight  o'clock  they  were  at  the  enemy's 
outposts,  whom  they  soon  routed,  and  drove  from 
the  field  with  great  slaughter. 

No  sooner  was  the  battle  ended,  than  Napoleon 
sent  for  the  grenadier,  who  had  greatly  distin- 
guished himself  during  the  combat.  The  moment 
he  made  his  appearance,  he  embraced  him,  and 
presented  him  with  an  order  and  a  lieutenant's 
commission. 

"  There,"  said  he:  "  I  have  learnt  how  much 
you  have  distinguished  yourself  to-day,  and  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  advancement." 

The  soldier  was  overpowered  by  his  unex- 
pected good  fortune;  but,  after  a  few  seconds, 
made  his  acknowledgments  in  such  a  gentlemanly 
one  tliat  tlie  emperor  was  delighted  with  him. 
On  further  inquiry,  lie  found  lie  belonged  to  a 
very  respectable  family  in  reduced  circumstances, 
and  that  he  had  received  &  good  education. 

"  How,"  said  Napoleon,  "  did  you  like  my  plan 
to-day?" 

"  It  was  admirable,"  replied  the  soldier;  "  but, 
to  tell  you  the  truth,  general,  I  have  served  so 
ong  under  your  orders,  I  almost  guessed  what 
you  were  about." 

Napoleon  took  him  aside,  and  said, — 

"  I  profited  by  your  advice.  I  overheard  what 
vou  said  to  your  comrades,  and  lost  no  time  in 
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utting  your  scheme  into  execution."  Tlieii, 
grasping  his  hand,  he  added,  "  Keep  this  to  j'our- 
self:  we  must  be  friends:  I  shall  take  care  of 
you."  The  man  afterwards  distinguished  himself 
in  several  battles,  and  was  finally  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  a  general. 

This  anecdote  proves  the  truth  of  what  I  had 
often  Iieard  of  Napoleon's  character,  namely,  that 
he  never  missed  an  opportunity  of  bringing  for- 
ward men  of  worth  and  talents.  He  was  conse- 
quently surrounded  by  officers  of  genius  and  merit, 
who,  owing  their  advancement  entirely  to  him, 
served  him  with  zeal  and  fidelity. 

We  slept  at  the  station  ;  and  our  lively  compa- 
nion entertainetl  us,  during  the  evening,  with  his 
adventures,  many  of  which  were  highly  interest- 
ing. Ere  we  retired  to  bed,  we  learnt  that  the 
diligence  had  been,  with  difficulty,  drawn  out  of 
the  slough  by  six  oxen  and  as  many  horses. 

We  started  very  early  the  following  morning, 
the  officer  having  made  us  promise  to  stop  and 
breakfast  with  his  mother,  whose  estate  lay  imme- 
diately on  the  road.  About  nine  o'clock  we  drew 
near  to  a  very  neat-looking  stone  house,  in  the 
porch  of  which  two  elderly  women  and  a  young 
lady  were  seated. 

"  This  is  my  home ;  yonder  are  my  mother  and 
my  sister  I"  exclaimed  our  companion. 

He  was  so  animated  at  the  sight,  and  in  such  n 
hurry,  that  he  hardly  gave  the  fiostilion  time  to 
■top  the  horses  before  he  sprung  from  the  carriage, 
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and,  in  an  instant,  was  locked  in  the  ardent  em- 
braces of  his  affectionate  relatives.  They  were  80 
affected  at  his  sudden  appearance,  although  he  had 
written  to  warn  them  of  his  coming,  that  they 
shed  floods  of  tears,  and  almost  swooned  away  for 
joy.  The  scene  was  a  touching  one,  and  brought 
tears  to  our  eyes.  When  they  were  sufficiently 
recovered,  he  introduced  us  to  them,  and  men- 
tioned, with  more  warmth  than  it  merited,  tlie 
obligation  he  was  under  to  us  for  taking  him  from 
the  diligence.  His  mother,  a  fine,  handsome  fea- 
tured, respectable-looking  old  lady,  expressed  her- 
self extremely  obliged  to  ns  for  helping  to  restore 
her  son  to  her,  and  hoped  we  would  do  her  the 
honour  to  spend  a  few  days  at  her  house. 

"  There  is  a  neat  village,"  said  she,  "  almost 
adjoining  my  farm,  situated  on  the  banks  of  a 
pretty  little  river,  and  we  can  offer  you  some  very 
agreeable  excursions  during  your  stay.  I  am 
sure  you  must  require  a  little  rest  and  recreation 
after  such  a  long  journey." 

This  hospitable  invitation  was  pressed  upon  us 
bv  the  son,  but  we  refused  ;  and,  having  convinced 
them  of  the  necessity  of  our  arriving  speedily  at 
Bordeaux,  they  consented  to  let  us  depart  after 
breakfast.  His  sister  was  a  beautiful  brunette, 
witli  piercing  black  eyes,  a  sprightly,  animated 
countenance,  regular  features,  fine  teeth,  and  a 
colour  on  her  cheeks  that,  if  it  had  been  united 
to  a  clearer  skin,  would  have  been  strikingly  bril- 
liant."    As  it  was,  I  could  not  deny  her  the  palm 
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Pa  distinpuished  beauty ;  and  a  verj'  genteel,  un- 
embarrassed deportment  served  to  heigliten  her 
attractions.  Her  simplicity  of  manners  charmed 
me ;  for  in  France  there  is  too  much  of  what  I 
call  made-up  deportment,  or,  to  render  myself 
better  understood,  a  sort  of  theatrical  display  of 
person,  which  may  occasionally  attract  attention, 
but  oftener  the  satire  of  those  whom  it  is  intended 
to  fascinate. 

I  could  plainly  see  that  the  brother,  whom  I 
had  heard  extol  the  beauties  of  Paris,  beheld  his 
beautiful  and  accomplished  sister  with  silent  ad- 
miration. There  was  a  hantbome  pianoforte  in 
the  sitting-room;  and,  at  my  request,  she  played 
and  sung  two  or  three  national  airs,  with  great 
taste  and  without  hesitation.  The  old  lady,  all 
this  time,  was  buRlIing  about  and  giving  ordei"s 
for  the  breakfast,  though  she  every  now  and  then 
came  back  into  the  room  to  kiss  her  son,  each 
time  exclaiming,  "  Thanks  be  to  the  Almighty 
God,  who  has  granted  the  poor  widow's  prayer  !" 
The  breakfast  consisted  of  excellent  coffee  and 
cream,  cheese,  butter,  eggs,  ham,  omelettes,  and 
all  sorts  of  dainties.  Nothing  was  deemed  too 
good  for  the  amiable  strangei^s,  as  we  were  styled, 
who  brought  a  belovetl  son  to  the  arms  of  a 
longing  mother.  When  we  bad  finished  our  meal, 
the  old  lady  showed  us  over  her  vineyard,  farm- 
yard, and  dairy.  She  assured  us  she  always 
superintended  the  vintage  and  wine-making  her- 
self, as,  likewise,  her  dairy ;  adding,  that  she  was 
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ably,  we  took  leave  of  th 
made  a  rapid  journey  to  B< 
for  lis,  there  was  a  ship 
America  in  ten  daj-s,  and 
following  our  arrival  to  set 
She  was  bound  to  New  Y 
fust-sailing,  shaqv-looking  si 
burthen,  too  long  for  her 
covered,  at  the  first  glance, 
call,  in  their  technical  langna 
meaning,  that  she  ships  a 
and  keeps  the  feet  continual! 
we  were  to  be  cabin-pa&sengi 
objection;  and,  there  being 
for  some  months,  we  settled 
made  preparations  for  going 
warning. 

On  gelling  clear  of  the 
experienced  some  strong  gal 
and,  as  I  predicted^  our  sliij 
soaker,"  but^^^^Biuik,  wei 
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she  pay'd  off  three  or  four  points  from  it,  and  was 
near  swamping  in  the  trough  of  llie  sea.  We, 
therefore,  had  no  other  resource  left  but  to  scud; 
and,  even  then,  we  ran  the  rislc  of  foundering,  for 
we  sliip{)ed  several  tremendous  seas  over  the  waist, 
one  of  which  pressed  her  into  the  ocean,  so  that 
we  thought  she  would  never  rise  again.  Our 
captain  was,  certainly,  one  of  the  must  skilful 
seamen  I  ever  saw.  During  the  storm  he  scarcely 
slept  a  wink,  standing  constantly  hy  the  helms- 
man ;  and  to  his  care  and  management  alone 
were  we  indebted  for  the  vessel's  escape  from 
foundering. 

We  were  no  sooner  clear  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
tlian  the  wind  blew  with  a  steady  gale,  the  sea 
WTas  smoother,  and  the  waves  more  regular,  wliich 
not  only  relieved  the  ship,  but  likewise  the  crew, 
who  had  been  pumping  for  three  or  four  days 
without  intermission.  I  asked  the  captain  how 
he  had  the  courage  to  go  to  sea  in  such  a  shell  of 
a  ship,  that  was  constantly  in  danger  of  jjerishing  .'' 

"  This  is  the  fifth  voyage,"  said  he,  "  that  I 
have  made  in  her,  but  it  shall  be  the  last.  At  the 
dose  of  each  I  have  suffere*!  myself  to  be  talked 
over  by  the  owners,  though  I  was  twice  very  near 
being  lost,  for  she  broached-to,  and  one  of  those 
mountain  waves  fell  in  upon  us  and  swept  our 
decks.  On  that  occasion  I  had  one  of  my  officers 
and  three  men  washed  overboard." 

Notwithstanding  all  her  bad  cpialities,  however, 
in  good  weather  slic  was  what  the  sailors  call  "  a 


the  norUI 
ndi  ▼klence,  that,  had  w 
two  anchors  ahead,  we  sb 
out  of  tlie  bay.  TTie  wnnd 
east,  and  became  a  snow  i 
month  of  February,  and  < 
consequently  more  than  ev( 

Our  friend,  Tom  Bryan, 
greet  us  on  our  arrival ;  j 
could  say  to  tlie  contrarj-, 
powered  by  his  hospitality  a 

I  shall  not  trouble  my  p 
scription  of  a  journey  thej 
me  before-  It  is,  however, 
to  say  that  I  found  the  ta* 
road,  much  improved.  The 
exhibited  proofs  of  a  rapid 
culture ;  and,  as  we  entered  tt 
with  the  niunber  of  additioi 
reared  up  their  heads  during 
absence.  We  met  an  hospil 
same  lodirinfr-bonse  where 
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week  after,  he  declared  that  lie  should  be  ready 
by  tiie  10th,  at  farthest. 

Although  llie  intermediate  time  was  busily  em- 
ployed,  and    I  had    every  thing   about    nic   that 
could  occupy  or  divert  my  thoughts,  still  I  found 
it  impossible  to  prevent  them  from  reverting  to 
her  whose  image,  in  all  its  beauty,  was  constantly 
before  me.     At  length   I  received  a  letter  from 
my  American  friend,  announcing  his  own  mar- 
riage, and  that  of  the  Count  de  Montaubert,  on 
the  same  day ;  describing  the  delight  and  happi- 
ness he  experienced  in  the  possession  of  his  be- 
loved Julia.     He  added,  that  Lise's  health  was 
fast  declining.     "  We  all,"  said   he,   "  strive   to 
divert  her  melancholy,  and  avoid  mentioning  you. 
This,  however,  seems  to  offend  her ;  and  she  once 
told  her  sister  she  considered  us   extremely  un- 
grateful in  having  so  soon  banished  you  from  our 
remembrance.    She  asked  me  the  other  day  where 
a  letter  would  find  you.     I  foiuid  it  impossible  to 
deceive  her,  and  was  obliged  to  give  your  address; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  mentioned,  as  delicately  as 
possible,  what  your  orders  were.     '  Ah !   would 
you  be  so  cruel  as  to  deprive  me  of  this  conso- 
lation?' she  exclaimed.    '  His  motive  was  honour, 
deUcacy,  and  a  tender  regard  for  my  feelings.* 
And   then    Oie  tears    rolled   down    her   languid 
cheeks."     I  could  read  no  more,  but  threw  the 
letter  on  the  table.     A  suffocating  sensation,  and 
a  violent  palpitation  of  the  heart,  seemed  to  check 
my  respiration.     I  was  for  some  minutes  quite 
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overcome.  At  length,  I  lliought  I  saw  Lise  smile 
aiifl  beckon  me  to  her.  Then,  again,  she  seemed 
dejected,  and  motioned  me  to  remain  where  I 
was.  My  agitation  continued  until  tears  came  to 
my  relief,  and  the  load  that  pressed  upon  my 
heart  grew  lightened ;  but  I  had  not  courage  to 
read  the  letter  through. 

I  will  dwell  no  longer  on  the  history-  of  mv 
feelings,  but  return  to  the  subject  of  our  voyage. 
Captain  Cooper's  affairs  went  on  gaily:  he  seemed 
in  high  spirits,  often  talked  of  his  project,  and 
was  impatient  to  put  it  into  execution.  As  I  wa» 
particularly  charged  with  the  care  of  the  storps, 
provisions,  live  stock,  &c.,  and,  indeed,  furnished 
him  the  list  of  what  was  to  be  purchase*!,  he 
begged  me  to  attend  on  board  to  see  that  every 
thing  received  was  exactly  according  to  my  orders. 
Having  nothing  to  detain  us  in  Philadelphia,  ^e 
immediately  repaired  to  a  small  sea-port,  about 
sixty  miles  farther  down  the  river,  where  the 
ship  was  moored,  for  the  puiijose  of  attending  to 
these  matters.  Here  I  received  them,  and  was 
well  satisfied  with  every  thing  except  the  fowls, 
whicti  were  nearly  double  the  number  necessarv; 
the  man  who  supplied  them  having  stufled  the 
coops  so  full  that  the  poor  animals  were  almost  suf- 
focated. I  made  him  take  one  half  of  them  back, 
at  which  he  was  oifendeclj-and  complained  to  the 
captain,  who  came  and  looked  at  the  coops. 

"  How  thin  they  are,"  said  he,  "  we  shall  have 
too  few  for  our  long  passage." 
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'♦  I  am  an  old  caterer,"  I  replietl.  "  You  have 
left  lliis  to  my  jinlginent,  and  ilicrt'lbre  you  must 
not  interfere.  If  tlie  coops  were  thickly  stowed, 
more  than  half  would  be  sufTocaled  or  trodden  to 
death.  Now,  every  bird  lias  room  to  move,  and 
1  will  answer  for  il  you  will  have  very  few  deaths 
besides  those  inflicted  by  tfie  cook's  knife." 

My  explanation  was  satisfactory,  and  matters 
were  settled  as  I  had  directed,  to  the  great 
cliagrin  of  the  poulterer. 

In  two  or  three  days  all  was  prepared,  and,  a 
fine  fair  wind  springing  up,  we  ran  down  the 
Delaware  with  a  flowing  sheet,  and  in  a  few  hours 
more  were  on  the  swelling  bosom  of  the  briny 
ocean.  We  crossed  the  gulf  without  scarcely 
feeling  its  effects,  and,  the  breeze  continuing  fair 
and  strong,  we  made  our  passage  to  tlie  trade 
winds  in  a  very  short  time. 

In  less  than  six  weeks  we  found  ourselves  in  the 
meridian  of  the  pitch  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; 
after  which  the  north-west  and  south-west  winds, 
alternately,  swept  us  along  with  a  rapidity  I  had 
never  before  experienced.  We  went  seven  to 
eight  knots  an  hour  continually,  with  a  smooth 
sea;  nor  had  occasion  to  lash  the  ciibin-table 
once  during  the  whole  passage.  After  passing 
tlie  Islands  of  St.  Paul  and  Amsterdam,  we  began 
to  make  our  northing,  and  were  equally  fortunate; 
tile  wind  contiiniing  fresh  and  fair  through  tlie 
straits  of  Sunda,  Caspar,  and  across  the  China 
Sea :  so  that,  in    110  days  from  the  time  we  left 
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the  Capes  of  Delaware,  we  cast  anchor  in  the  Bay 
of  Manilla.  During  this  time  we  had  never 
experienced  but  two  squalls  sufficiently  strong  to 
make  us  lower  our  top-gallant  sails ;  and  we  took 
a  single  reef  in  our  top-sails  but  once,  carrying 
our  top-gallants  over  ihem. 

This  passage  deserves  a  place  in  the  annals  of 
navigation,  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  ever 
performed,  as  well  for  speed  as  for  fine  weather. 
We  dined  every  day  with  ihe  table  spread,  and 
the  decantei-s,  tumblers,  and  wine-glasses  placed 
as  they  are  on  shore. 

The  sailors  grumbled  all  the  way  about  it. 

"  I  say,  Tom ! "  said  a  fellow,  one  day,  to  his 
messmate,  "  we  shall  work  up  all  the  yarns  in  the 
ship  before  we  get  half  passage  out;  besides,  we 
shall  forget  how  to  lay  out  upon  the  yard-arm 
and  haul  home  the  weather-earing.  These  young- 
sters here  will  not  learn  to  reef,  or  hand  a  sail,  for 
want  of  practice.  They  do  n't  yet  know  what  it 
is  to  take  a  trick  at  (he  helm  when  a  ship's  scud- 
ding. If  the  surly  old  god  of  the  ocean  don't  pay 
us  up  for  it  on  our  homeward  passage,  theu  call 
me  a  lubber's  brat." 

"  Sink  me  if  I  would  n't  sooner  see  the  spars 
crack  in  a  dozen  gales  of  wind,  than  have  such 
smooth  river-sailing  for  a  month  of  Sundays.  Why, 
tlie  laufismen  have  not  had  their  corns  fairly 
softened  since  we  left  the  shore!" 

"  True,"  said  his  comrade;  "  this  is  what  you 
may  call  a  lubber's  passage;  for  we  hav'n't  had  a 
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squall  hard  enough  to  blow  a  fly  off  t lie  main 
truck.  Shiver  my  timbers!  if  I  shouldn't  like 
to  have  a  blast  or  two  from  old  Boreas,  if  it  was 
only  for  variety's  sake;  for  I  'm  sick  of  working  up 
spun  yarn,  mats,  and  gaskets." 

"  Whose  luck  can  this  be,  Tom?"  said  another. 

"  Why,  the  captain's,  to  be  sure,"  replied  Tom. 

"  Not  a  bit  of  it,"  retorted  his  comrade;  "  for 
our  captain  was  formerlj'  a  lawyer ;  and  when  law- 
yers turn  sailors,  the  devil  conies  in  a  gale  of  wind 
to  blow  them  to ." 

"  Then,"  said  a  fourth,  "  it's  the  cabin-boy's, 
for  he's  a  country  bumpkin,  who  don't  know  how 
to  keep  his  sea  legs  aboard  in  rough  weatlur;  and 
would  have  bad  the  cat  on  his  back  half  a  dozen 
times  a  day  for  breakage  and  spillage." 

No  doubt  several  more  opinions  would  have 
been  given,  but  just  at  that  moment  the  boatswain 
piped  all  hands  to  dinner,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
conversation.  However,  I  received  a  letter  from 
Captain  Cooper  the  year  after,  in  which  he  said 
that  his  homeward  passage  was  as  rough  as  the 
outward  one  had  been  mild :  so  that  the  old  sailor's 
prediction  was  verified. 

At  Manilla  we  were  received  with  great  hospi- 
tality, the  commander  of  the  fortress  being  a  coun- 
tryman of  ours,  and  he  introduced  us  to  all  I  he 
genteel  families  of  the  place.  The  captain  was  so 
occupied  with  his  scheme,  that  he  forgot  to  take 
us  with  him  when  he  went  to  see  the  governor- 
general.     His  excellency,  however,  sent  for  us. 
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aiid  llie  captain  was  not  a  little  astonished,  when 
tlie  hour  of  dinner  came,  to  meet  us  at  the  door. 
After  being  there  a  few  days,  Cooper  discovered 
llial  he  ought  to  have  made  his  application  to  the 
niotlier  country,  as  the  governor  of  the  colony  had 
not  unlimited  power,  and  could  not  sell  an  island 
belonging  to  his  king  without  special  permission. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  inhabitants  of 
Manilla,  particularly  with  the  ladies.  Many  of 
tliem  are  from  Spain,  and  are  sprightly  and  en- 
gaging: they  are  very  fond  of  strangers,  and 
have  a  singular  manner  of  proffering  their  ser\-ices 
and  hospitality.  When  you  inquire  after  their 
health,  tliey  answer, —  "  Well,  to  serve  you  in  my 
house  and  my  person : "  and,  again,  "  My  house  and 
myself  I  lay  at  your  feet."  This  wonderful  gene- 
rosity at  first  overpowered  and  alarmed  me.  After 
awliilc,  however,  I  found  it  was  only  what  we  call 
in  Ireland  balderdash,  or  an  adulterated  hospitality, 
com{x)sed  of  unmeaning  compliments,  polite  ex- 
pressions, to  flatter  the  ears  with  agreeable  sounds, 
but  which  are  as  insincere  as  our  salutations  of 
"  I  am  most  happy  to  see  you,"  "  I  hope  I  see 
^^         you  well,"  &c. 

^^B  "  This  unmeaning,  complimentary  style,"  said 

^^H  my  guardian,  when  I  found  fault  with  it,  "  exists 
^^1  in  every  country:  btit  I  think,  with  you,  that 
^^1  amongst  some  nations  it  is  carried  to  an  almost 
^^1  criminal  extent:  and  tliere  is  no  doubt  that  it 
^^B  insensibly  produces  duplicity  of  conduct.  One  of 
^^P        tlie  most  pleasing  trails  ui  the  Quaker  character 
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ifl  their  strict  regard  to  trulli,  and  the  neglect  of 
all  superfluous  terms  ntid  coniplinieats,  calculated 
to  deceive  and  induce  people  to  ttiiiik  they  intend 
more  than  what  iliey  express.  Tliis  severe  observ- 
ance of  plain  speaking  certainly  leads  to  plain 
dealing." 

What  ought  we  to  think  of  a  person  who  saysj 
"  My  house,  and  all  that  is  in  it,  is  at  your  dis- 
posal," and  the  following  ilay  refuses  the  most 
trifling  favour?  My  readers  will  say  it  is  a  thing 
of  course,  and  well  understood  by  the  great  world. 
This  does  not  prove,  however,  that  it  is  either 
good,  just,  or  correct;  nor  is  it  in  the  least  neces- 
sary. Fashion  has  established  many  things  of  a 
similar  nature,  which  are  intrinsically  immoral, 
base,  and  ungenerous;  and,  when  we  reflect  how 
many  there  are  who  are  led  away  by  these  ex- 
amples, it  is  greatly  to  be  laniente<l  that  plain 
speaking  and  sincerity  have  been  ahnost  wholly 
bauishe<l  from  the  higher  circles, 

"  Ha !"  said  my  guardian  one  day,  as  he  looked 
over  my  journal,  "  a  traveller  and  a  moralist  I 
Take  care  how  you  touch  upon  this  tender  chord, 
or  you  will  frighten  your  readers — I  meati  the 
fashionable  oni^s — before  they  get  half  through 
your  volumes;  and  they  will  throw  the  hook  into 
a  forlorn  corner,  or  else  send  it,  as  a  present,  to 
some  of  tlieir  simple  country  cousins,  who  are  fond 
of  dry  reachng." 

"  Why,"  saiJ  I,  "  as  1  only  break  forth  now 
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and  then,  they  can  turn  the  page  aside,  and 
on  to  something  more  agreeable." 

I  hope  my  readers  will  excuse  this  digression, 
excited  by  the  insincerity  of  the  complimentary 
language  of  Manilla,  which  is  imported  bv  the 
Spaniards  from  the  mother  countrj';  for  I  found 
the  natives  had  a  different  manner  of  receiving 
strangers.  With  them,  the  pipe,  and  the  offer  of 
a  certain  kind  of  nut,  with  leaves,  to  be  chewed, 
is  the  kindest  way  of  entertaining  guests;  and 
they  are  by  no  means  lavish  in  their  profession! 
of  fi-iendship. 

The  native  women  of  this  island  are  tall,  hand- 
some, and  well  formed,  possessing  more  softness 
and  grace  in  their  manners  and  gestures  than  any 
savages  I  ever  saw;  and  ihcy  have  more  energy  of 
mind  and  body  than  those  of  hot  climates  gene^ 
rally.     It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  half- 
castes,  between  them  and  the  Europeans,  are  the 
most  languid,  insipid,  monstrous  creatures  in  the 
world.     The   natives  have  much  browner  skins 
than  the  half-castes,   but   they  are  soft  as  satin. 
They  are  lively  and  animated,  with  black  melting 
ej'es,  long  eyelashes,  fine  teeth,  beautiful  expres- 
sive mouths;  and  the  rosy  colour  of  health  plays 
u{)on  their  dark  cheeks.      I  do  not  mean  to  infer 
that  the  half-castes  are  not  handsome  also;  indeed, 
some  of  them  have  verj'  beautiful  features;  but, 
displaying  no  elasticity  of  mind  or  body,  they  are 
uninteresting  blocks  of  mortality,  whose  counte- 
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nances  are  so  lifeless  and  unvaried,  thai  one  be- 
comes tired  of  looking  at  tliein  in  a  sliort  time. 

Tlie  rich  and  princely  Creoles,  I  mean  the  men, 
are  indok-iit  beyond  conception,  and  are  said  to 
be  very  jealous.  They  are  fond  of  the  natives  of 
Cliina,  numbers  of  whom  are  allowed  to  settle  on 
Uiis  island,  for  their  industrious  habits  render 
diem  valuable  colonists. 

We  made  an  excursion  of  thirty  to  forty  miles 
into  the  interior,  to  a  large  lake,  the  source  of  the 
river  that  passes  tliroiigh  Manilla.  There  we 
found  a  very  fine  race  of  men ;  and  the  wonien 
•were  even  superior  in  shape  and  figure  to  those  of 
the  town. 

On  our  return,  Captain  Cooper  informed  us  he 
could  no  longer  entertain  the  faintest  hope  of  suc- 
ceeding in  his  scheme ;  it  therefore  only  remained 
for  him  to  make  the  best  sale  he  could  of  his  cargo, 
and  prepare  to  depart  immetliatcly.  In  tliree  days 
more  we  were  under  sail  for  Canton,  and  on  the 
sixth  day  after  leaving  the  island  we  anchored  in 
Macao  roads. 

It  was  forty-eight  hours  before  we  got  our  pass- 
port, but,  having  a  fine  fresh  breeze  from  the  sea, 
ire  arrived  at  Whampoa,  a  distance  of  upwards  of 
ninety  miles,  in  about  eighteen  hours. 
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bless  you ;  and  desired  me  to  assure  you  once 
again  of  her  love  and  gratitude,  *  Tell  him,'  said 
she,  '  that  my  last  sigh  breathed  fortli  his  name.'" 
This  melanclioly  account  of  Lise's  attachment,  and 
•he  manner  of  lier  death,  rendered  me  so  unliappy 
that  it  required  all  the  philosophy  and  energy  I 
was  master  of,  assisted  by  the  consolations  of  my 
aflectionate  guardian,  to  enable  nu-  to  conquer  the 
sadness  and  dejection  it  produced. 

I  answered  my  friend's  letter  by  the  first  ship 
that  returned  to  Europe;  and  although  some 
months  had  elapsed,  the  renewal  of  the  subject 
producetl  sensations  the  most  painful.  I  was 
three  days,  writing  only  at  intervals,  in  finishing 
mv  letter,  and  then  I  felt  as  if  I  had  been  relieved 
from  a  terrible  load  tluit  pressed  me  to  the  earth. 

Having  sealed  it,  I  put  it  in  my  pocket,  and 
we  set  out  together  to  deliver  it  to  the  captain. 
His  lodgings  being  near  our  own,  we  soon  arrived 
there,  and  found  him  busily  preparing  for  an  early 
departure.  He  was  a  hard-faced,  surly-looking 
•on  of  Neptune,  very  rough  in  his  maimers;  and 
though  he  commanded  an  American  ship,  it  was 
easy  to  see  lie  was  not  a  native  of  that  country : 
indeed  his  language  plainly  showed  he  waa  from 
Ireland. 

"  Here,  captain,"  said  my  guardian,  "  are  a 
couple  of  letters,  which,  if  you  will  have  the  kind- 
ness to  put  into  the  jxist-office  for  Paris,  on  your 
arrival  at  Rotterdam,  you  will  particularly  oblige 
us."    He  stared  for  a  moment,  and  tlten  said, — 
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TjppCBred  agitated;  and,  suddenly,  throwing  the 

L'tter  up  on   the  table,  and  looking  at  me,  he 

•xclaimed,  whilst  the  tears  came  in  his  eyes,^ — 

"  Zounds,  sir !  you  have   unmanned  me,  and 

il^^et  my  eye-pumps  a  working.    Fold  up  your  letter; 

► 
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I  can  read  no  more;  but  I  promise  to  take  it, — 
and  yours  too,  sir,"  said  he,  addressing  my  guard- 
ian, "  provided  you  will  only  give  your  word  of 
honour,  tliat  it  contains  no  conmiercial  inform- 
ation. Curse  upon  these  mercantile  proliibition«," 
said  he,  wiping  his  eyes,  "  that  make  us  appear 
more  unkind  than  we  really  are  I" 

"  Make  no  scruple,"  said  my  guardian,  "  about 
reading  mine  also.  I  ean  safely  swear  to  what 
you  demand;  but,  I  pray  you  to  satisfy  your 
scruples,  as  you  are  bound  to  do  by  your  owners." 

"No!"  said  the  captain  warndy.  "Enough 
has  been  said  to  satisfy  my  conscience ;  and  I 
have  read  suflBcient  to  prove,  that  I  am  not  the 
only  man  in  this  world  whom  cruel  destiny  has 
thwarted.  But  come,  gentlemen,  ye  are  country- 
men of  mine;  I  shall  finish  packing  this  box  in  a 
few  miinites ;  stop  and  take  a  glass  of  wine  with 
me,  and  I  will  tell  you  my  adventures, — for  this 
genUeman's  letter  (pointing  to  me)  drew  me  on 
CO  read  from  line  to  line,  until,  at  last,  it  opened 
tlic  wounds  afresh,  which  I  thought  time  and 
apathy  had  entirely  cicatrized." 

We   accepted   his   invitation.     Whilst   ho   wa* 

busily  occupied  in  packing  his  box,  my  guardian 

observed  to  me,  "  Behold,  Walter,  liow  dilHcult  it 
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*'  I  am  a  native  of  the  county  of  Limerick. 
Jkly  fatlicr  was  a  country  gentleman  of  good 
estate;  and  being  an  only  son,  his  great  care  was 
to  give  me  a  finished  education.  I  went  tlirough 
all  the  usual  studies  preparatory  to  entering  the 
university,  at  an  excellent  school  in  Cork;  and 
^^die  moment  I  was  deemed  sufficiently  instructed, 
^Bwas  sent  to  finish  my  education  at  Dublin  col- 
^Hege.  Tliere  my  favourite  pursuits  were  astronomy 
^^ind  navigation;  and,  I  succeeded  so  ^veli,  that  I 
i  twice  obtained  the  first  prize.  I  spent  all  my 
leisure  iiours  at  the  port,  where  I  was  curious  to 
examine  tlie  ships ;  and  made  myself  acquaioted, 
not  only  with  their  construction,  but  their  sails, 
rigging,  tackle,  &c.,  all  the  names  of  which  I 
learned  by  heart.  My  fondness  for  a  seafaring 
life  made  me  ardently  desire  to  enter  the  na^'y; 
but  my  father  had  destined  me  for  the  military 
service,  and  I  was  ot>liged  to  submit.  He  had 
been  told  tliat  I  was  a  good  mathematician,  and 
he,  tlierefore,  determined  I  should  become  an 
engineer.  Witli  this  intent,  I  had  no  sooner 
finished  my  career  at  college,  than  he  despatched 
me  to  the  military*  academy  at  Berlin ;  where,  he 
was  assured,  I  should  be  better  instructed  than  I 
could  be  at  home. 

"  During  my  voyage  from  Dublin  to  Hamburgh, 

my  fondness  for   the  sea-service  was   increased. 

What  I  had  treasured  up  before  in  theory  was 

now  seen  in  practice ;  and  I  became  such  a  pro- 
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was  of  no  consequence,  as  I  was  never  sick  at  sea; 
that  I  could  sleep  anywhere;  and  that  I  should 
be  satisfied  to  receive  my  meals  in  the  steerage.  I 
added,  that  certainly  it  was  not  ver}'  pleasant  to 
eat  alone,  but  I  would  sooner  submit  to  this  ar- 
rangement than  lose  such  a  good  opportunity  ol 
^ing  direct  to  Cork.  I  went  away  well  satisfied, 
having  first  ascertained  from  him  that  the  ship 
would  sail  in  four  or  five  days  at  farthest,  and  that 
I  must  prepare  myself  accordingly. 

"  The  following  evening  I  received  a  note  from 
him,  requesting  1  would  be  at  home  at  twelve 
o'clock  on  tlie  morning  of  the  next  day,  as  he 
wished  to  call  and  introduce  to  me  a  rich  Italian 
merchant,  who  was  desirous  of  making  my  ac- 
quaintance. At  the  hour  mentioned,  the  banker's 
carriage  arrived,  and  1  repaired  with  him  to  the 
house  of  the  merchant,  where  I  found  a  very 
large  company  of  gentlemen  and  ladies.  On 
entering,  the  host  received  me  widi  great  polite- 
ness, presenting  me  to  his  wife,  a  very  handsome, 
well-bred  lady,  also  an  Italian.  At  my  first 
glance  round  the  room,  I  was  struck  with  admir- 
ation at  the  expressive  features  and  beautiful 
figure  of  one  of  the  young  ladies.  It  would  seem 
tliat  the  feeling  was  reciprocal;  for  whenever  I 
Jiappened  to  turn  towards  her,  I  found  her  eyes 
fixed  upon  mc. 

"  You  must  know,  gentlemen,"  said  the  cap- 
tain, "  that  I  was  then  only  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  and  was  a  much  handsomer  man  than  at 
F  4 
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present." — Indeed,  it  was  easy  to  see  that  he  had 
formerly  been  what  is  called  a  fine,  manly-looking 
fellow.  He  was  tall,  his  complexion  was  dark, 
and  his  features  strongly  marked  and  expressive. 

"  All  this  time,"  continued  the  captain,  "  I 
had  been  standing  talking  to  the  host  and  hostess, 
and  the  j>ersons  surroirndijig  them;  but  when  I 
left  tlieni  to  take  a  seat,  the  only  chair  vacant  was. 
one  by  the  side  of  the  young  lady  whose  beauty 
had  attracted  me.  After  being  seated,  I  ad- 
dressed her  in  the  German  language,  supposing 
her  to  be  a  native  of  Hambiu-gh;  but  she  replied 
in  Italian,  begging  to  be  excused  from  sjieaking 
German,  which  she  knew  but  inn>erfectly.  Whilst 
we  were  talking  dinner  was  announced,  and, 
of  course,  I  did  not  lose  the  opportunity  of  offer- 
ing her  my  arm,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to  sic 
beside  her.  When  she  resumed  the  conversation, 
although  she  pronounced  the  Italian  very  well,  I 
quickly  discovered  she  was  a  countrywoman,  and 
immediately  said  to  her,  in  English, — 

"  <  Is  it  not  absurd  for  two  persons  bom  in 
Ireland  to  speak  to  each  other  in  a  foreign 
tongue?'  Looking  at  me  with  astonisbment,  she 
exclaimed,  — 

"  *  Is  it  possible  you  are  a  countryman  of  niin«^ 
yet  speak  Italian  so  well  that  I  iliought  you  had 
been  born  in  Italy?' 

"  This  agreeable  discovery,  and,  as  I  could  per- 
ceive, a  favourable  disposition  towards  me,  soon 
led  to  more  friendly  communications ;  and  que^ 
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tlons  of  who  I  was,  and  wliere  I  was  going.  I 
said  I  was  returning  to  Cork,  in  such  a  vessel,  to 
sail  on  such  a  day. 

"  '  It  is  very  singular  !'  said  she,  with  an  air  of 
surprise  and  pleasure.  Then,  as  if  recollecting 
herself,  she  added,  '  But  how  can  that  be,  when 
my  father  assured  us  lie  had  paid  an  extra  price  to 
secure  the  cabin  to  himself?' 

"  I  answered,  by  relating  what  had  occurred,  and 
the  arrangement  my  banker  had  made  for  me.  I 
spent  a  delightful  evening,  and  drank  deep  of 
the  stream  of  Jove  which  flowed  from  the  melting 
black  eyes  of  the  beautiful  Emma  Doyle,  for  that 
was  the  name  of  my  fair  encliamress. 

"  By  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  were  all  on 
board,  and  the  ship  uiuler  sail  for  Ireland.  The 
sea  was  by  no  means  smootli :  a  fresh  breeze  bore 
us  away  at  the  rate  of  seven  knots  an  hour,  and  all 
the  passengers,  except  myself,  were  sick  and  con- 
fined to  their  beds.  Our  captain,  whom  I  soon 
perceived  to  be  a  young,  inexperienced  seaman, 
was  astonished  at  my  knowledge.  I  took  tlie  sun 
witli  him,  having  a  sextant  of  my  own,  calculated 
the  reckoning,  and  told  him  the  run  of  the  ship 
to  a  figure,  even  more  correctly  than  he  could  do 
it  himself. 

"  Three  days  passed  away  without  my  seeing  any 
of  Mr.  Doyle's  family.  On  the  fourth,  however, 
they  all  came  upon  the  quarter-deck,  where  a 
place  had  been  purposely  preparwl  lor  them ;  and 
I  had  frequent  opportunities  of  conversing  alone 
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witii  Emma,  when  I  poured  forth  tlie  feelings 
my  soul,  and  received  her  tender  sighs  and  con- 
fessions in  return.  However,  I  dared  not  ask 
her  in  marriage  until  we  should  arrive  at  home, 
for  I  well  linew  my  father's  temper ;  and  if  he  had 
fixed  upon  a  certain  career  in  life  for  me,  nothing 
could  induce  him  to  alter  his  determination. 

"  Matters  went  on  thus  for  some  time,  when  one 
morning  as  we  began  lo  draw  near  the  end  of  our 
voyage,  suddenly  the  weather  looked  cloudy,  and 
threatened  a  gale  of  wind.  Breakfast  was  scarcely 
over  when  the  storm  commenced  with  great 
violence.  However,  we  were  well  piepared  for  it. 
The  top-gallant  masts  and  yards  had  been  struck 
down  upon  deck;  all  the  light  sails  clewed  up  long 
before;  the  mainsail,  foresail,  and  mizen  handed; 
the  topsails  close-reefed,  and  clewed  down  upon 
the  tops ;  so  that  we  were  as  snug  as  ship  could 
be,  and  might  literally  be  said  to  go  under  bare 
jioles. 

"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doyle  and  their  family  appeared 
ill  great  alarm.  They  frequently  consulted  me 
fluring  the  day ;  but,  to  avoid  tlie  necessity  of  an 
explanation,  I  affected  to  be  as  ignorant  as  them- 
Behes.  There  was  something  truly  awful  and 
touching  ui  the  scene  which  presented  itself  to 
nie  whenever  I  entered  the  cabin :  a  father  and 
mother,  sitting  with  clasped  hands  and  eyes  turned 
up  to  heaven,  surrounded  by  their  children,  on 
whose  features  terror  and  despair  were  depicted  in 
the  strongest  colours.     Although  this  was  the  first 
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ime  of  my  life  I  had  been  placed  in  such  a  painful 
situation,  yet  I  frit  the  necessity  of  firmness  and 
resignation  to  the  will  of  God;  without  which, 
thouf^ht  I,  if  we  are  thrown  upon  the  coast,  we 
sliall  be  unable  to  make  exertions  to  save  our- 
selves. 

"  I  was  younp,  strong,  and  an  excellent  swimmer, 
and  had  been  always  remarkable  for  my  courage 
and  presence  of  mind.  Feeling  a  sort  of  elevation 
above  the  changes  and  chances  of  this  mortal  life, 
I  addressed  iliem  seriously;  begged  them  to  put 
their  trust  in  God ;  that  though  we  were  not  then 
in  imminent  danger,  we  probably  might  be;  and 
advised  them  to  think  more  of  how  they  should 
save  themselves  in  case  of  shipwreck,  than  suffer 
their  minds  to  be  enfeebled  by  despair. 

"  '  One  thing,'  said  I,  '  I  promise :  if  any  acci- 
dent does  happen,  I  will  share  your  fate.  I  will 
save  you,  or  perish  in  the  attempt.' 

"  The  family  embraced  me  alternately,  the  father 
and  mother  showing  the  example ;  and  never  shall 
I  forget  the  warm  tear  shed  by  Emma  upon  my 
cheek,  as  I  fondly  presse<l  her  to  my  bosom. 

"  '  Now,'  said  I,  '  call  for  me  no  more.  I  shall 
be  upon  deck :  there  I  can  be  of  service  to  you ; 
here  I  am  useless.' 

"  '  Go  ! '  said  they,  '  go  I  and  God  protect  you  ! ' 

"  I  hurried  from  the  cabin.  It  was  indeed  a 
night  of  horrors,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  de- 
scribe in  all  its  awful  colours.  The  bell  struck 
eight.  It  was  midnight ;  aud  instead  of  changing 
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the  watch, —  for  the  wind  had  increased, —  all 
hands  were  called.  The  waves  rolletl  mountains 
high,  and,  curling  their  green  and  foaming  topa, 
they  burst  upon  the  vessel's  decks  with  a  furj-  that 
swept  all  before  it.  Two  of  the  crew,  who  ne- 
glected to  lash  themselves,  were  hurried  away  into 
the  fathomless  deep ;  for  there  was  no  cliance  of 
rescue. 

"  We  endeavoured  to  bring  our  ship  to  tJie  wind, 
in  hopes  she  would  lie-to,  being  fearful  of  getting 
swamptMi  by  the  tremendous  seas  which  fell  in 
upon  her  waist;  but  in  the  attempt,  tlie  main-top- 
mast, with  the  yard  and  rigging,  went  by  the  board, 
being  carried  away  just  above  the  cap:  after  which 
she  tell  off  into  the  trough  of  the  sea,  and  the  next 
terrible  wave,  raising  her  up  suddenly,  threw  her 
on  her  beam  ends.  In  this  dangerous  |K)sition  the 
sea  made  a  clear  breach  over  her.  All  my  cabin 
friends  now  clamberetl,  as  well  as  they  could,  to 
the  gangway,  where  they  held  fast  by  the  roptes, 
calling  on  me  by  name.  I  put  my  head  down  the 
companion,  begged  them  to  preserve  their  courage, 
and  I  would  soon  come  to  them. 

"  Seeing  the  captain  so  frightened  that  lie  knew 
not  what  to  do,  I  took  the  trumpet  and  cried 
out, — 

*• '  Cut  away  the  foremast,  men  !  with  all  haste.' 

"  <  Well  imagined,  sir,'  said  the  chief  mate,  who 
was  standing  by  me ;  *  it  is  the  only  thing  to  save 
us.' 

"  '  Come,  said  I,'  '  let  us  scramble  about  our- 
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•elves,  aiid  lend  a  liand.'  Then,  with  a  thundering 
voice,  I  shouted  again  through  the  trumpet, — 

"  '  Be  brisk,  lads,  if  you  wish  to  save  the  ship.' 
And  the  mate  added, — 

" '  See  that  you  cut  away  the  starboard  shrouds 
and  lanyards  first,  and  all  the  rigging,  that  there 
may  be  nothing  to  check  it.* 

"  We  had  a  fine  smart  crew,  and  in  less  than 
half  an  hour  the  mast  went  by  the  board,  and  the 
ship,  to  our  great  joy,  righted.  She  had,  however, 
a  great  deal  of  water  in  her,  and  all  hands  were 
busily  employed  at  the  pumps.  The  moment  the 
ship  was  on  her  bottom  again,  and  the  wTeck 
cleared  off  a  little,  I  descended  to  the  cabin.  Its 
ferrified  inmates  hung  about  me,  like  children 
round  a  father;  and  Emma  called  me  their  saviour. 
I  was  affected  to  tears.  However,  I  told  them 
to  be  calm,  for  the  danger  was  not  yet  over ;  and 
getting  a  tumbler  of  wine  and  a  biscuit  to  recruit 
my  strength  (for  I  had  worked  as  hard  as  any  of 
tlie  sailors),  I  went  again  upon  deck  to  watch  the 
weather. 

"  During  the  remaining  part  of  the  night,  we 
were  driven  about  like  a  log  upon  the  ocean; 
tlie  sea  breaking  over  the  decks  so  violently  that 
we  were  all  obliged  to  hold  fast  by  the  rigging,  or 
lash  ourselves  to  avoid  being  washed  overboard. 
At  length  the  morning  broke;  and,  as  the  streaks 
of  light  burst  through  the  black  clouds,  we  beheld 
the  frowniing  clifi's  of  Ireland  under  our  lee. 
Terrific  and  apiialling  sight  !     I  perceived  at  the 
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first  glance  that  it  unmanned  the  captain.  He 
looked  at  me  for  a  confirmation  of  his  fears,  and 
then  exclaimed,  '  Oh  !  we  are  lost  for  ever  !' 

"  '  For  shame  !'  said  I ;  '  you,  as  the  captain  of 
the  sliip,  ought  to  show  an  example  of  6rmness. 
Clieer  up,  man  !  let  us  try  and  ascertain  where  we 
are.  The  wind  is  abating;  and  I  think,  from  our 
course  since  yesterday  morning,  we  must  be  well 
up  the  channel.' 

"  This  expostulation  appeared  to  rouse  him. 
Just  as  I  had  done  speaking,  he  looked  again  ai 
the  land,  that  was  now  growing  more  and  more 
distinct. 

"  '  By  heavens  I'  he  exclaimed,  '  but  you  are 
right !  There,  Mr.  Morgan/  said  he,  to  the 
mate,  '  there's  the  old  head  of  Kinsale.' 

"  '  Clap  the  mainsail  on  her,  then,'  said  I,  ♦  and 
try  to  keep  along  the  coast,  for  the  wind  is  not 
more  than  a  point  or  two  before  the  beam.' 

"'Ho  tfiere,  men!'  he  shouted;  'loose  the 
mainsail ;  goosewing  it,  and  let  us  try  and  keep 
tlie  ship  off  shore,' 

"  As  soon  as  all  was  in  order,  and  we  per- 
ceived, that  although  the  vessel  made  a  good  deal 
of  Ice-way,  she  still  kept  on  parallel  witli  the 
coast,  I  went  again  to  my  cabin  friends  with  the 
welcome  tidings  that  the  storm  was  abating,  and 
that  we  saw  land.  They  all  came  hanging  about 
me  as  usual;  when  I  advised  them  to  lie  down, 
and  endeavour  to  take  some  rest,  for  they  appeared 
dreadfully  pale  and  haggard. 
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"  '  Thank  God  !  and  you,  our  brave  and  active 
friend  !'  they  all  exclaimed  with  one  voice,  and  then 
retired  to  their  berths.  The  moment  they  were 
gone,  I  desired  the  steward  to  bring  the  book  of 
cliarts  and  a  candle  (for  it  was  still  dark  below), 
in  order  to  see  if  we  were  not  near  our  port ;  for 
the  captain  continued  so  alarmed  at  the  sight  of 
the  land,  that  it  was  not  improbable  he  might  run 
past  the  Cove  of  Cork,  and,  in  our  crippled  state, 
it  would  have  been  exceedingly  difficult  to  get 
back  again.  I  showed  him  that  the  old  head  of 
Kinsale  now  bore  off  our  larboard  beam,  and 
advised  him  to  give  tlie  ship  a  couple  of  points 
free,  which  would  shape  our  course  direct  for  the 
harbour.  In  a  short  time,  the  goose-wings  were 
shook  out  of  the  mainsail,  and  the  studdingsails 
set.  'llie  ship  made  good  way  through  the  water; 
and  in  one  hour  more,  a  Kinsale  pilot  boat,  that 
was  seen  beating  out  to  board  us,  came  alongside. 
The  wind  growing  fair,  and  the  sea  smoother,  we 
made  all  the  sail  ive  could  carr\'  in  our  shattered 
condition ;  and  in  a  couple  of  hours  more  were  safe 
at  anchor  in  the  V^vc  of  Cork. 

"  All  this  time  our  poor  fatigued  cabin  pas- 
sengers slept  soundly.  I  made  the  steward  and  the 
servants  prepare  every  thing  for  breakfast,  the  pilot 
having  brought  with  him  fresh  fish,  eggs,  and 
potatoes ;  and  I  charged  every  one  not  to  mention 
where  we  were,  until  they  discovered  it  them- 
selves. When  they  were  all  assembled,  I  observed 
that  Emma  looked  languid,  but  more  beautiful  than 
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ever;  and,  as  she  gave  me  her  hand,  she  softly 
whispered,  '  It  is  to  you  we  owe  our  lives!'  — '  Yes,' 
said  the  motlier,  '  can  we  ever  forget  the  obliga- 
tions we  owe  you  !' — '  Never  !'  sai<l  the  father. 

"  Whilst  we  were  congratulating  eaeli  other  on 
the  stillness  of  the  elements,  the  son  rushed  into 
the  cabin,  crying  out,  '  Come  upon  deck  J  We 
are  safe  at  anchor  in  the  Cove  of  Cork  !'  In  an 
instant  the  cabin  was  deserted;  the  mother  ob- 
serving, with  an  affectionate  smile,  as  I  assisted 
her  up  the  companion  way,  '  And  is  it  thus  that 
you  cheat  and  overpower  us  with  joy  I' 

"  In  a  short  time  afterwards  we  got  into  the 
harbour;  and  now  the  hope  of  soon  seeing  my 
father,  and  obtairring  his  permission  to  ask  the 
liand  of  tlie  lovely  Emma,  filled  my  whole  soul, 
and  agitated  me  so  I  thought  every  minute  an 
age  until  I  was  on  my  way  to  his  residence  ai 
Limerick.  I  felt  severely  at  parting  witii  Emma, 
not  knowing  when  I  should  see  her  again ;  how-- 
ever,  her  father  and  mother  gave  me  the  most 
pressing  invitation  to  spend  some  days  with  them 
at  their  country  seat,  the  moment  I  had  liberty  to 
absent  myself.  This,  although  highly  gratifying 
to  my  feelings,  and  consoling  as  it  regarded  my 
attachment  to  their  daugliter,  did  not  entirely 
cnim  my  doubts  and  apprehensions.  I  knew  my 
father's  n)anner  of  marking  out  the  road  for  me  in 
every  thing,  and  trembled  lest  he  might  have  a 
secret  scheme  of  sending  me  to  the  other  end  of 
the  world,  or  of  marrying  me  to  some  person  on 
whom  he  had  fixed  as  a  suitable  match.     Alas ! 
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how  little  did  I  iniagiiie  the  catastrophe  that 
awaited  me,  or  I  might  have  spared  myself  the 
trouble  of  those  tormonting  conjectures. 

"  I  must  now  inrorni  you,  gentlemen,  tliat  my 
father  sent  me  a  letter  of  credit  for  fifteen  hundred 
pounds;  out  of  which,  after  paying  some  debts  I 
had  contracted  at  Berlin,  and  niy  travelling  ex- 
penses, passage,  &c.,  there  remained  about  four 
hundred,  which  I  kept  to  show  that  I  was  not  in 
the  habit  of  expending  money  foolishly,  as  some 
young  men  do,  merely  for  the  sake  of  throwing  it 
away  upon  trifles,  or  in  dissipated  company. 

"  With  a  palpitating  heart,  I  won't  say  a  gay 
one,  for  my  mind  was  oppressed  by  an  awful  pre- 
sentiment for  which  I  could  not  account,  I  left 
Cork  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
continued  my  journey  without  rest  until  I  arrived 
at  my  father's  house.  Jumping  impatiently  from 
the  carriage,  I  knocked  for  admittance.  After 
some  delay,  an  elderly  man,  to  all  appearance  an 
upper  servant,  slowly  opene<l  the  door.  As  I  was 
about  to  pass  him  hastily,  he  said,  '  Wait  a 
moment,  if  you  please,  sir.  You  cannot  enter 
without  first  letting  me  know  who  you  are,  and 
what  is  3'our  business.' 

"  '  Pshaw  !'  I  replied;  '  don't  stop  me.  I  am 
your  master's  son,  just  arrived,  and  I  wish  to  see 
father.' 


niy 


Asking   your    pardon,   sir,'  said  he,    '  but 
a  young  mau  who  has  never  been 


my  master 
married.' 
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•'  '  But  my  father?'  said  I,  naming  him. 

«' '  Oh  !  Lord,  sir  !'  replied  the  man,  '  he  has 
been  dead  these  five  weeks ;  and  his  nephew,  the 
heir  at  law,  lives  here,  and  has  got  possession  of 
his  fortune.' 

"  Thunderstruck  with  this  dreadful  and  unex- 
pected intelligence,  I  \%'as  so  affected  tliat  I  should 
have  fallen,  if  the  servant  had  not  lent  me  assist- 
ance. 

"  '  My  God  !  sir  ! '  he  exclaimed,  «  what  is  the 
matter?  Was  the  old  gentleman  really  then  your 
father?  Shall  I  bring  you  a  chair?  Will  you 
have  a  glass  of  water?  What  shall  I  do  for  you? 
I  am  sorry  I  told  the  news  so  abruptly  !' 

"  '  No  matter,  my  good  fellow,'  said  I,  recover- 
ing a  little,  '  tell  me  how  and  when  my  lather 
died?* 

"  He  then  related  that  the  old  man  had  a 
violent  dispute  with  a  neighbour,  and  on  return- 
ing home  was  seized  with  an  apoplectic  fit,  which 
put  a  period  to  his  life  in  half  an  hour  afterwards : 
that  he  left  no  will,  and  that  consequently  his 
nephew  was  the  legal  heir  to  all  his  property. 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  the  captain,  "  you  mav 
readily  conceive  what  a  shock  I  must  have  expe- 
rienced ;  but  hoping  for  the  best,  and  imagining 
tliat  although  the  nephew  had  taken  possession  of 
my  father's  fortune,  he  would  not  be  so  ungenerous 
as  to  leave  the  son  without  a  j)eiuiy,  I  told  the 
servant  to  announce  me,  and  say  I  requested  an 
interview  with  him.     Tlie  man  led  me   to   the 
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ite-cliambor  before  my  father's  library ;  and, 
after  begging  me  to  be  seated,  went  to  deliver 
my  message.  During  his  absence,  a  thousand 
conjectures  tortured  my  brain.  He  returned 
stiordy,  saying  his  master  requestetl  me  to  walk 
into  the  library,  and  he  would  eonie  to  nie  imme- 
diately. On  entering  the  well-known  apartment 
my  feelings  were  excruciating.  I  saw  every  thing 
exactly  as  in  my  father's  lifetime ;  and  then  sud- 
denly recollected  hearing  him  say,  that  his  nephew 
was  an  avaricious,  disagreeable  young  man,  who 
had  designs  on  his  fortune,  but  that  he  was  de- 
termined he  should  never  enjoy  a  penny  of  it. 
At  all  events,  thotiglit  I,  even  allowing  him  to 
have  died  with  or  without  a  will,  still  the  proper 
heir  must  be  his  only  son ;  and  surely  this  man 
cannot  be  such  an  ass  and  rogue  together  as  to 
imagine,  because  I  have  been  absent,  and  he  has 
got  possession  of  the  proj)erty,  he  can  filch  it 
fix>m  me.  No  I  thank  God  !  in  this  civilized  por- 
tion of  the  world,  such  illicit  acts  are  not  to  be 
perfbrmetl  with  impunity. 

"  Whilst  1  was  chuckling  at  the  assurance  of  a 
son's  rights,  and  those  of  an  only  son,  being  supe- 
rior tn  all  others,  the  door  opened,  and  in  walked 
a  man,  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  certainly  of 
m  most  unprepossessing  aspect.  His  complexion 
i*M  dark  and  sallow ;  his  eyes  small,  black,  and 
piercing ;  while  large  overhanging  brows,  a  wrin- 
kled forehead,  and  an  enormous  mouth,  gave  a 
severe  and  vulgar  expression  to  his  whole  eoun- 
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**  Mjr  feelings  on  this  occasion  are  easier  to  be 
inHgined  tliaa  described,  when  I  reflected  that  ] 
should  be  publiclr  bn>*^'*o^  as  the  child  of  shame. 
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the  moment  I  attempted  to  prefer  my  claim.  My 
cheeks  glowed  witli  indignation  ;  yet,  the  idea  of 
being  turned  a  beggar  upon  tlie  wide  world,  and, 
allhoiigli  a  natural  son,  to  be  left  pennyless,  when 
I  knew  my  faliier  had  been  possessed  of  abundant 
vealtb,  was  ecjually  galling.  However,  I  kept  my 
temper,  and  answered,  in  a  gentle,  but  firm  tone — 

"  '  Supposing  what  you  say  is  true,  and  which  I 
cannot  pretend  to  doubt,  seeing  that  the  law  has 
put  you  in  possession  of  the  estate,  surely  you  will 
not  be  altogether  so  selfish  and  'avaricious  as  to 
refuse  to  grant  me  a  small  annual  stipend  out  of 
his  very  large  property,  to  enable  me  to  live,  and 
push  my  fortunes  in  the  army  ?  I  do  not  solicit 
this  as  a  {tension  for  life,  but  merely  for  five  or 
flix  years,  until  I  can  exert  myself  to  get  forward 
in  my  profession.' 

"  With  a  look  of  contempt,  that  froze  my  very 
soul,  he  coarsely  replied, — 

"  '  Sir,  your  appeal  might  have  had  some  effect, 
if  my  uncle,  during  his  life-time,  had  not  treateil 
me  like  an  entire  stranger.  Then,  perhaps,  I 
might  have  known  and  have  felt  some  desire  to 
serve  you ;  but  now,  I  candidl}-  confess,  I  feel  no 
fuch  desire;  nor  do  I  recognise  any  law,  either 
human  or  divine,  by  which  I  am  bound  to  provide 
for  my  uncle's  natural  children.  He  may  have  had 
a  dozen,  for  any  thing  I  know  to  the  conlrar}'; 
and  if  he  has  not  thought  projier  to  make  a  pro- 
xHsion  for  them  himself,  it  is  his  fault,  and  not 
mine.  So,  sir,  without  wishing  to  have  any  further 
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altercation  on  the  subject,  I  must  require  vou  to 
leave  my  house !  Should  you  have  any  legitimate 
claims  or  rights,  whicli,  by  the  by,  I  doubt,  the 
laws  of  this  country  are  open  to  you  ;  and,  as  I  am 
by  no  means  disposed  to  have  my  leisure  intruded 
upon  by  every  one  who  chooses  to  call  himself  my 
uncle's  son,  I  beg,  in  future,  you  will  regulate 
yourself  accordingly.  Allow  me  to  wish  you  a  good 
morning.' 

"  He  then  bowed  slightly,  and,  ringing  tlie  bell, 
told  the  servants  to  '  show  that  gentleman  the 
way  to  the  street  door.'  He  retired,  and  left  me 
stupified  at  his  unfeeling  conduct  in  presence 
of  the  servant,  who,  more  humane  than  his  mas- 
ter, approached,  and  said,  in  a  respectful  tone, — 
'  Will  you  permit  me,  sir,  to  conduct  you  ? ' 

"  '  Lead  on,'  said  I,  '  my  good  fellow ;  it  is 
hard  to  be  walked  out  of  one's  own  house;  but 
no  matter  —  God's  will  be  done  !' 

"  Just  as  I  got  near  the  sireet  door,  I  heard  a 
hasty  step  at  my  heels;  and,  turning  round,  be- 
held my  father's  old  steward,  who  accosted  me 
witli  tears  in  his  eyes. 

"  '  Ah  !  your  honour,'  said  he,  '  long  life  to  you  I 
and  may  God  protect  you !  for  here  you  have  no- 
thing lo  hope.  Your  poor  father  went  off  suddenly, 
or  he  would  not  have  left  you  destitute.  Peace 
be  to  his  soul  ! — he  loved  you,  and  I  love  your 
honour,  for  bis  sake.  Tell  me  where  I  shall  find 
your  honour,  and  all  I  can  rake  and  scrape  togc- 
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ther  of  my  long  earnings  shall  be  at  your  ser- 
vice!" 

"  '  Enough  of  this,  old  man,'  said  I,  shaking 
him  by  the  hand ;  '  I  admire  your  gratitude,  but 
I  cannot  think  of  making  use  of  your  money. 
Thank  God  !  I  liavc  what  will  keep  me  from 
starving;  and  I  am  young,  strong,  and  active. 
But  tell  me  where  is  tlie  cheapest  place  I  can  put 
up,  so  as  to  live  decently  and  economically,  for  I 
cannot  support  the  expense  of  an  hotel  ?  ' 

"  He  followed  me  out  of  the  door,  and,  after 
giving  the  driver  some  directions,  he  turned  to  me, 
and  said, — 

"  '  God  be  with  your  honour  ! — keep  a  good 
heart !  By  my  soul,  but  I  know  you  liave  good 
courage,  and  won't  be  down-hearted  at  what  can't 
be  helped.' 

"  I  thanked  him,  shook  him  by  the  hand  again, 
jumped  into  the  carriage,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
more  was  set  down  at  the  door  of  a  decent-look- 
ing inn. 

"  The  njoment  1  was  alone  I  threw  myself  upon 
a  sera,  and  was,  for  a  half  an  hour  at  least,  ab- 
sorbed in  deep  thought.  A  thousand  suggestions 
flitted  at  once  across  my  mind.  I  had  scarcely 
time  to  think  of  one  thing  when  another  intruded 
itself.  My  wandering  ideas  at  length  settled  upon 
Emma,  and  what  a  cruel  disappointment  it  would 
prove  to  her,  and  indeed  to  the  whole  fmnily,  to 
hear,  first,  that  I  was  an  illegitiinute  son ;  and 
next,  that   I   was  penniless !  I     All  their  ardent 
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professions   of  frien(l»hip   and    gratitude    rushed 
upon  my  recollection. 

"  Surely,  thought  I,  these  cannot  be  niCTe 
empty  words !  There  was  so  mtich  warmth,  feeU 
tng,  and  sincerity  in  their  manner  of  making  them, 
tbey  could  not  have  been  feigned.  No,  impos- 
sible!  If  they  really  love  me,  seeing  I  am  a 
gendeman  and  a  man  of  honour,  of  what  conse- 
quence is  it  to  them  who  my  mother  was  ?  Alas ! 
thought  I  again,  poor  fellow !  the  prejudices  of 
the  world  are  against  you  !  Yet,  am  I  to  blame? 
If  there  is  nothing  more  to  accuse  me  of  tlian  the 
misfortune  of  being  a  natural  child,  really  Bfr. 
Doyle  can  have  no  good  reason  for  treating  me 
with  contempt,  though  he  may  find  my  want  of 
fortune  a  sufficient  bar  to  a  union  with  his 
daughter. 

"  These  tormenting  reflections  laid  deep  hold  of 
me,  and,  at  length,  in  de^fxiir,  I  concluded  that 
until  I  could  better  my  fortune  in  some  way  or 
other,  it  would  be  mean  and  dishonourable  to 
attempt  to  intrude  upon  them.  They  must  hare 
heard  of  my  misfortune,  for  news  of  tliis  kind 
quickly  flies  abroad ;  and  if  I  were  to  visit  them, 
they  might  feel  enibarnissed  in  what  manner  to  re- 
ceive me.  Not  to  receive  me  at  ail,  would  be  unkiod 
and  ungrateful ;  but  how  to  receive  a  j)oor  natural 
son,  without  fortune  or  protection,  so  as  to  avoid 
wounding  his  feelings?  A\\  thought  I,  there's 
tlie  difficulty.  Let  me  not  put  them  to  the  trial. 
"  Then,  it  occurretl  to  me  that  1  was  in  my  native 
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etty,  a  perfect  stranger.     I  knew  no  one,  though 

ery  one  knew  me ;  and  the  moment  I  should 
appear  in  company,  the  finger  of  derision  would 
be  pointed  at  me.  Who  could  have  been  my 
mother?  was  another  thought  that  came  to  per- 
plex and  annoy  me.  My  father  always  told  me 
she  died  when  I  was  only  eighteen  mondis  old. 
Strange  that  he  did  not  also  tell  me  I  was  an 
illegitimate  child!  and  still  more  strange  he 
did  not  provide  against  the  accident  of  sudden 
death,  and  the  loss  of  the  entailed  property,  which 
he  must,  of  course,  have  known  the  law  would  take 
from  me  the  moment  he  was  in  his  grave ! 

"  When  I  reflected  on  this  want  of  foresight,  so 
contrary'  to  his  character,  and  so  little  correspond- 
ing with  the  strong  attachment  he  showed  me  pub- 
licly, I  confess  I  felt  more  than  ever  convinced  of 
tlie  falsehood  of  my  cousin's  story.  But  how  was 
I  to  get  at  the  truth?  My  enemy  liad  already 
eleven  points  of  the  law  in  his  favour,  and  had 
branded  me  with  the  odious  name  of  bastard. 

"  Judge,  gentlemen,  how  cutting  this  reflection 
must  have  been  to  the  feelings  of  a  man  bred  up 
with  the  keenest  sentiments  of  honour,  and  with 
all  the  prejudices  of  high  birth;  for  often  had  I 
heard  my  poor  father  exclaim, — 

"  '  Thank  God,  who  has  given  me  a  male  child 
to  inherit  my  fortune,  and  carry  down  to  posterity 
the  noble  name  of  S-  ,  which  dates  its  origin 
from  the  kings  of  our  province  !' 

VOL.  III.  O 
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"  Is  it  probaUe^  tfaougiit  I,  that,  knowing  hit 
dhfld  to  be  illegitimate,  be  vould  Lave  boasted  fo 
often  of  bis  sod  and  heir,  aa  be  used  to  call  me  ? 

~  Full  of  tbew  ideas,  I  was  deliberating  bow  to 
proceed  in  ardcr  to  penetrate  tbe  mytterj  that 
hmog  over  mj  biitb,  when  tbe  door  of  my  roooi 
opened,  and  in  eaaw  d>e  old  aleward.  He  looked 
at  me  stedfastly,  bowed,  and  said  in  a  fiialiering 
Toioek — 

**  *  Long  life  to  joor  honour !  Altbougfa  yoa 
have  not  arrived  to  good  luck,  God  be  praised 
that  you  are  safe  in  Ireland !' 

" '  My  good  honest  fidlow,'  said  I,  '  I  know  yoa 
alwap  loved  my  fiither,  and  knew  intimately  evefv 
thing  relating  to  his  property  ;  tell  me,  tbereibre, 
honestly,  are  yoo  aware  of  hb  baring  made  a  wiU, 
and,  if  k>,  wltat  became  of  it?  Have  you  erer 
heard  bim  mention  my  mother?  ^Mio  was  ahe? 
Tell  nie,  I  conjure  you :  for  I  am  persuaded,  dial 
you,  who  have  lived  so  long  with  him,  and  en- 
joyed his  confidence,  cannot  be  altogether  ignonnt 
of  tliese  matters.' 

*'  The  warmth  with  which  I  addressed  the  old 
man  alarmed  him ;  he  was  for  some  seconds  be- 
fore he  could  answer  me.     At  length  he  said, — 

"  '  For  God's  sake,  your  honour,  don't  speak  so 
krad  1  There  is  only  a  tliin  partition  between  us 
and  the  next  apartment ;  and  I  should  be  loath 
to  let  any  one  overhear  your  questions.  I  fol- 
lowed your  honour  purposely,  to  find  an  oppor- 
tunity af  talking  with  you  in  private.     I  must 
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tell  you  now,  for  I  should  not  die  in  peace  if  I 
were  to  conceal  it,  althougli  I  was  sworn  solemnly 
on  the  holy  cross;  but  as  this  was  done  against 
my  will,  1  made  a  reserve,  and  therefore  consider 
myself  free,  aa  far  as  it  regards  your    honour. 
Your  father  did  make  a  will :  I  saw  it,  and  was 
present  when  it  was  signed  by  two  of  his  friends 
as  witnesses;  but  they  are  since  dead,  and  the  will 
has  either  been   concealed   or    destroyed   by   his 
nephew,  —  I  won't  call    him  your  cousin,  your 
honour,  for  lie  is  not  a  blood  relation,  and  has  no 
more  right  to  the  estates  than  I  have.' 
^H  "  '  But  my  niotiier?'  said  I. 

^B  "  '  Your  mother.  Lady  S ,  for  she  was  an 

heiress  in  her  own   right,    married  your   father 
privately,  in  order  to  preserve  a  property  left  her 
by  an  uncle,  which  she  was  to  enjoy  all  her  life, 
provided  her  husband  was  a  Protestant ;  but  if  she 
connected  herself  with  a  Catholic,  it  was  to  pass 
into  llie  hands  of  her  cousins.     Tlie  secret  was 
kept  for  upwards  of  two  years;  and  your  father 
reaped  all   the  advantages.     At  the  end  of  that 
period,  it  being  discovered  and  proved,  the  estates 
passed  away  from  her,  and  two  months  afterwards 
she  fell  sick  and  died.     The  proofs  of  this  mar- 
riage, together  with  the  will,  and  indeed  all  the 
other  valuable  writings  as  you  were  absent,  were 
immediately  seized  upon  by  your  fither's  nephew, 
who  administered  to    his    estates,    as   being    the 
neai-est   relation   on   the   spot.     On   getting  pos- 
■eteioD  of  llie  papers,  he  directly  perceived  that  by 
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coacealing  or  destroying  the  testament  and  thif 
marriage  certificate,  he  could  maintain  your  ille- 
gitimacy without  fear  of  contradiction. 

"  '  One  day  as  lie  was  silltng  in  my  old  master's 
cabinet,  looking  over  the  will,  I  happened  to  go 
in  suddenly  to  ask  his  directions  respecting  some 
business.  The  sight  of  a  document  which  I  had 
BO  frequently  seen  before  immediately  arrested 
my  attention.  Observing  that  I  had  fixed  my 
eyes  upon  it,  he  asked  me  why  I  looked  so  steadily 
at  the  papers? 

"  '  They  are  old  acquaintances,  especially  one  of 
them,'  said  I,  pointing  to  my  master's  will.  *  I 
did  not  sign  it  myself;  but  I  heard  it  read,  aud 
saw  my  old  master  and  the  two  witnesses  put  their 
signatures  to  it,  so  I  knew  it  again  in  a  moment." 

"  '  Oh  !  ho  ! '  muttered  he,  and  a  dreadful  frown 
overspread  his  countenance ;  '  then  you  are  an 
accomplice  of  my  unnatural  uncle,  and  his  two  base 
witnesses  to  this  deceitful,  lying  document,  in 
trying  to  deprive  me  of  a  rightful  inheritance,  to 
give  it  over  to  jiis  base-born  son  ?  But  I  have  you 
in  my  power.  Your  wages  for  the  last  five  years 
have  not  yet  been  paid ;  those  you  shall  never  re- 
ceive; besides,  I'll  prosecute  you  immediately  for 
being  leagued  with  my  uncle,  and  have  you  trans- 
ported, as  a  lesson  never  again  to  unite  with  those 
who  are  guilty  of  fraud  and  impeding  honest  men 
from  receiving  their  dues.' 

"  '  This  speech,  uttered  with  a  voice  of  thun- 
der, and  a  look  that  chilled  the  blood  around  my 
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old  heart, —  made  me  tremble  all  over  like  a  leaf. 
I  fell  upon  my  knees  and  prayed  for  mercy,  as- 
suring him  of  the  iimocence  of  my  intentions,  and 
my  ignorance  wliether  the  documents  I  saw  were 
legal  or  not.  Why,  said  I,  persecute  a  poor  old 
man,  or  deprive  him  of  his  well-carnetl  ivages, 
because  he  bad  the  misfortune  to  be  present  at 
the  execution  of  a  deed  which  he  could  not  con- 
troul,  and  had  no  right  to  oppose  ? 

"  '  His  brow  now  became  relaxed,  and  lie  said, 
in  a  softer  tone,  '  Then  you  really  did  not  intend  to 
assist  in  their  diabolical  scheme?' 

"  '  Tills  is  the  first  I  heard  of  it,  your  honour,' 
I  replied,  for  I  always  thought  the  young  gen- 
tleman in  Prussia  was  my  master's  true-born  son, 
and  the  will  like  ail  other  wills.' 

"  '  Well,  then,'  obsened  he,  with  affected  mild- 
ness, '  I'll  pay  you  up  the  balance  of  your 
wages,  and  keep  j'ou  in  my  service;  nor  will  I 
attempt  to  prosecute  you,  provided  you  will  con- 
sent to  what  I  propose.  Tliis  will  and  marriage 
contract  are  both  illegal,  as  1  have  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery ;  or  how 
otherwise  could  1  have  obtained  possession  of  the 
projMjrty?  Being  then  of  no  use  to  any  one,  I 
sliall  put  them  out  of  every  one's  reach,  to  prevent 
future  litigation.  As  you,  wlio  are  the  only  wit- 
ness to  their  existence  now  surviving,  might  men- 
tion them  inadvertently,  here  is  the  sacred  book 
of  our  religion,  and  the  cross ;  swear  on  tlicm 
Bolemnly,  before  God,  never  to  reveal  to  any 
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one  breatliing  what  you  know  of  these  papers, 
or  of  the  manner  of  their  execution.  This  done, 
I  shall  feel  satisfied,  and  not  before.' 

"  '  Excuse  me,  your  honour,'  said  I,  « if  I  tell 
you,  that  I  never  took  such  a  solemn  oath  in  my 
life ;  and  where  will  be  the  use  of  it  ?  for,  whilst  in 
your  service,  I  shall  always  be  in  your  power.  It 
is  a  dreadful  thing  to  swear,  your  honour  !  \ 

"  '  Come,'  said  he,  witli  another  terrible  frown, 
'  I'll  hear  no  excuse ;  take  the  oath,  or  you  and  I 
are  sworn  enemies,  and  we  shall  see  who  is  the 
strongest' 

"  '  God  forbid,  your  honour,'  said  I,  *  tliat  I 
should  be  considered  an  enemy  to  any  one,  much 
more  to  my  old  master's  nephew  !  Since  you  in- 
sist upon.  I  must  comply.* 

"  '  He  took  the  book,  and  placed  the  cross  upon 
it.  He  laid  my  right  hand  over  the  cross,  and 
tlicn  dictated  the  oath,  which  I  repeated;  but, 
take  God  to  witness,  I  reserved  in  my  mind 
right  of  telling  you  all  that  passed.  What 
was  I  to  do,  your  honour, — a  poor,  helpless, 
old  seri'ant,  in  the  power  of  a  wicked  man?  Af^er 
robbing  me  of  my  wages,  which  was  all  in  the 
world  I  could  call  my  own,  with  a  blasted  cha- 
racter he  would  have  thrust  me  into  the  street. 
Alas,  my  beloved  young  master  !  it  grieves  me  to 
the  soul  to  see  you  thus  cheated  out  of  your  inhe- 
ritance —  but  I  fear  all  is  lost  I  For  how  are  you  to 
mother's  marriage,  if  these  documents 
The  priest  who  married 
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them  is  dead.  Her  Catholic  relations  have  all 
emigrated  to  Maryland,  in  America;  and  there  is 
not  a  soul  on  the  sod  of  old  Ireland,  except  my- 
self, who  has  the  slightest  knowledge  of  the 
matter.  As  to  the  will,  it  is  not  of  so  mudi  con- 
sequence, for  the  moment  you  prove  yourself  legi- 
timate^  all  the  properly  must  be  yours  by  law. 
Ah  ! '  cried  he,  witli  tears  in  his  eyes,  as  he  closed 
his  story,  *  how  unhappy  was  your  father's  sudden 
death  for  us  all  J ' 


a  4 


128 


AOTOBIOGRAPHY    OF 


CHAPTER  V. 


"  During  ihe  old  man's  recital,  I  felt  my  bosom 
moved  by  the  conflicting  passions  of  love,  despair, 
and  revenge.  For  some  seconds  after  he  had 
finished,  I  was  totally  absorbed  in  these  feelings, 
xintil,  recollecting  my  impotent  situaLion,  I  siglied 
deeply,  and  exclaimed  — '  Alas !  old  man,  I  am 
imdone !  tliat  Bend  in  human  shape  has  so  com- 
pletely got  the  better  of  us;  and  I  now  see  no 
possible  chance  of  asserting  my  rights.  However, 
thank  God !  and  thanks  to  you,  old  man,'  I  coit- 
tiuued,  shaking  him  by  the  hand,  '  I  am  now 
satisfied  that  my  mother's  fame  is  unspotti^d,  and 
feel  consoled  in  reflecting  I  am  not  what  they 
take  me  for,  let  the  world  say  what  they  please. 
This  consciousness  will  bear  me  uj>  in  adversity, 
and  make  me  smile  at  the  scofi&  of  mankind.' 

"  When  the  old  man  left  me,  I  retired  to  bed, 
but  not  to  sleep;  my  thoughts  dwelt  on  the  diffi- 
culty of  overcoming  the  untoward  obstacles  that 
rose  around  me  like  mountains.  The  emigration 
of  my  mother's  family  to  America  suddenly  oc- 
curred to  my  mind.  Why  not  seek  them  out? 
My  passage,  thought  I,  I  can  make,  not  only  very 
dieap,  but  profitable,  if  I  choose  to  engage  myself 
as  mate  iii  a  merchant  vessel ;  for  I  know  enough 
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)f  navigation  to  perform  well  the  duty  of  an  officer. 
Thank  God !  I  exclaimed,  and  my  good  father, 
for  an  education  that  will  enable  me  to  provide 
for  myself  in  a  way  suited  to  my  fancy! 

"Pleased  with  this  idea,  my  mind  became  in  some 
iegree  tranquillized :  I  rose,  and  prayed  to  God  to 
me  in  the  arduous  career  upon  which  it 
Jd  shortly  be  my  destiny  to  enter.  In  fact  the 
only  thing  that  now  hung  hca\'y  at  my  heart  was 
the  thought  of  (juitting  my  native  country,  and 
the  spot  inhabited  by  the  lovely  Emma,  the  only 
being  in  the  world  for  whom  I  felt  a  lively 
iteresL 

"  Still  it  was  necessary  to  be  up  and  doing.     I 

berefore  resolved  to  go  to  Cork,  as  being  a  large 

pport,  from  whence   many  vessels   sailed    for 

kmerica,  in  order  to  take  a  passage,  or  engage 

lyself  as  an  officer  in  one  of  them. 

"  Full  of  this  resolve,  I  devoted  the  following 
morning  to  the  re<iuisite  preparations  for  my 
journey  ;  but  growing  tired,  and  the  weather  being 
extremely  fine,  I  determined  to  take  a  long  walk 
into  the  country,  and  dine  at  a  roadside  tavern, 
or  wherever  I  could  conveniently  pick  up  a  dinner. 
Fatigued  at  length  with  wandering  about,  I  re- 
turned towards  Limerick,  and  began  to  look  out 
for  some  house  of  entertainment.  It  was  not  long 
before  I  came  to  a  decent  little  tavern,  in  the 
porch  of  which  I  seated  myself,  to  inhale  the  fresh- 
ness of  the  air.  Before  I  had  been  tl»ere  many 
nuautcs  I  observed  a  young  man,  mounted  on  a 
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landsome  bay  hone,  followed  bj  a  servant,  commg 
np  the  rood,  apparmdr  reCanung  home  from  tbe 
city.  Judge  of  my  surprise  and  embarrassment 
when,  as  he  drew  nearer,  I  discovered  my  yomig 
frientU  the  brother  of  the  lorely  Emma  !  I  would 
wiffinj^T  have  avoided  him,  by  retiring  info  the 
hoose ;  but  it  was  too  late.  He  had  recosniied 
xae;  and  coming  up  at  a  brisk  trot,  he  jumped  off 
his  horse,  ran  to  me,  threw  his  arms  around  my 
neck,  and  embraced  me  in  the  warmest  manner.   ^^M 

** '  How  happy  I  am  to  see  you  T  he  exclatmed^^^| 
•  Where  have  you  been  ?  What  have  you  been 
doing  for  this  age  past  ?  My  father,  mother,  and 
particularly  Emma,  have  been  greatly  disappointed 
and  distressed  that  you  have  not  visited  us,  as  yon 
promised.  Tliis  is  the  fourth  time  I  have  gone 
into  Limerick  expressly  to  seek  you  out,  and  now 
I  find  jtiu  at  a  tavern  door  on  the  high  road. 
How  unaccoimtably  strange  !  Tell  me,  my  dear 
friend  !  what  can  have  detained  you  from  friends 
by  whom  you  are  loved  and  esteemed? 

"  Tliis  unexjiected  meeting,  and  truly  afTection> 
ate  address,  so  overcame  me  at  first  that  it  was 
some  some  time  before  I  could  reply.  On  re-- 
covering nn-self  I  said,  in  a  feultering  tone, — 

"  *  Alas,  my  dear  sir  !  I  am  no  longer  tbe  person 
whom  you  formerly  knew  as  the  inheritor  of  an 
honourable  name  and  an  indejjendent  fortune!' 

"  I  then  briefly  detailed  to  him  the  historj-  of  my 
father's  death,  my  cousin's  villanj',  and  my  own 
destitute  condition.    During  the  recital  my  friend's 
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figtttnres  exhibited  a]l  the  various  emotions  which 
it  was  calculated  to  produce ;  but  certainly  nothing 
which  inrnilied  coldness,  or  a  change  of  sentiment 
and  feeling.  On  the  contrary,  his  countenance 
was  flushed  with  indignation;  and  when  I  described 
the  humble  manner  in  which  I  entreated  my  cousin 
to  share  with  me  a  portion  of  my  father's  fortime, 
and  die  contemptuous  answer  I  received,  he  ex- 
ckiime<l, — 

"  '  Infamous  villain  !  I  am  astonished  you  could 

pelrain  from  sacrificing  him  to  your  vengeance  on 

le  spot.     But  enough  of  this,  my  dearest  friend  ! 

n't  imagine  tliat  a  misfortune,  and  a  cruel,  im- 
fbivseen  one,  can  ever  make  the  slightest  change 
ui  the  sentiments  of  my  parents  and  our  family  at 
large.  We  all  love  and  esteem  you.  We  owe  our 
lives  to  your  courage  and  fortitude,  and  die  crime 
of  ingratitude  never  yet  stigmatized  the  name  of 
Doyle,' 

''  I  pressed  liis  hand  as  I  assured  him  tlmt  I 
believed  most  implicitly  what  he  tidvanced  witli  so 
much  real  feeling;  but,  alas!  it  was  that  which 
alarmed  and  rendered  me  distant.  The  idea  of 
bis  family  considering  themselves  bound  in  grati- 
lude  to  keep  up  their  connection  with  me,  and  to 
do  what,  perhaps,  was  not  exactly  conformable  to 
llie  opinions  of  the  world  at  large,  was  extremely 

ifui.     That  my  love  and  respect  for  diem  could 

cease,  and  I  would  fain  believe  they  had  a 

attachment   for  me;    but,   as   I   was  now 

it  would  be  mean  and  ungenerous,  on  my 
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part,  to  recommence  an  intercourse  which  coald 
only  be  productive  of  distress  and  ^ief  to  his  sister, 
as  well  as  to  myself.  I  confessed  that  I  loved  her 
tenderly ;  and  had  been  fully  determined  to  ask 
my  father's  permission  to  solicit  her  hand  in  mar- 
riage, supposing  I  should  have  succeeded  to  an  in- 
dependent fortune  —  that  as  fate  had  otherwise 
decreed,  he  must  permit  me  to  pursue  my  present 
scheme,  and  excuse  me  if  I  refused  to  trust  myself 
in  the  presence  of  those  I  loved  and  esteemed  too 
highly  to  behold  again  without  the  keenest  emo- 
tions of  regret. 

"  '  My  dear  friend,'  said  he,  again  warmly^ 
pressing  my  hand,  '  you  take  a  wrong  view  of  the 
matter  altogellter  !  I  know  not  how  to  return 
home  without  you,  since  this  is  the  fourth  time  I 
have  been  sent  by  my  father  to  discover  where 
you  lived.' 

"  I  hesitated  for  some  seconds,  and  then  said, 
•  Pray  repeat  my  reasons  and  objections  to  your 
father,  as  well  as  my  determination  to  go  to 
America.  If,  after  hearing  them,  he  persists  in' 
his  desire  to  see  me,  I  live  at  the  Widow  Butler's 
who  keeps  a  small  shop  in  the  main  street,  where 
I  intend  to  remain  three  days  longer;  until  then 
I  cannot  decide  on  the  business.' 

"  He  gave  me  a  look  of  sadness,  mingled  with 
reproach ;  and  a  tinge  of  displeasure  darkened  hi^i 
fine  countenance,  as  he  replied, — 

"  '  Since  all  my  endeavours  to  entice  you  to  us 
have  failed,  I  must  return  alone,  to  the  great  di»< 
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intment  of  myself  and    family.     I  did  not 

link  you  would  have  boon  so  obstinate,  and  so 

'^ffictilt  to  benti  to  the  wishes  of  those  who  are 

fondly    attached    to    you.       Farewell !'      Then, 

stretching  forth  his  hand,  he  repeated  the  words, 

Farewell!     God   preserve   you!'  and  clapping 

rs  to  his  horse,  in  a  few  moments  a  turn  of  the 

hid  him  from  my  sight. 
•'  I  remained  rivetted  to  the  spot  for  some 
minutes,  lost  in  meditation,  until  the  landlord 
addressed  me  with  an  inquiry  whether  I  would 
not  walk  in.  Starting  from  my  reverie,  I  said, 
*  WTiat  !  is  the  <linner  ready?' 

"  '  Excuse  me,  sir,'  he  replied,  ♦  your  honour 
has  not  yet  ordered  it.' 

"  This  caused  me  to  recollect  where  I  was; 
and  desiring  him  to  produce  whatever  he  had,  I 
made  a  hasty  meal,  and  returned  immediately  to 
n. 
*'  My  baggage  did  not  require  much  packing, 
•o  that  by  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
fourth  day  after  this  interview,  I  was  ready  to 
depnrt 

"It  was  a  fine  clearmoming,  when  Heft  my  lodg- 
ings; and,  under  more  favourable  circumstances, 
I  should  have  anticipated  a  very  pleasant  journey, 
bat  the  misfortunes  which  had  already  occurred 
to  me  so  occupied  my  mind,  that  I  felt  a  sort  of 
listless  unconcern  for  the  future.  Every  thing 
bright  but  my  thoughts.  I  dwelt  with  gloomy 
ppointment  on   the  stroke  of  fote  that  had 
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deprived  me  of  what  I  esteemed   above  all  tU* 

world's  treasures,  namely,  the  lovely  Emma. 

"  By  the  steward's  advice  and  assistance,  I  had 
turned  all  my  superfluous  clothes  and  baggage 
into  money,  and  had  with  me  no  more  than  what 
was  barely  sufficient  for  a  gentleman  to  maintain 
himself  decently  dressed.  I,  tlierefore,  set  out  on 
my  journey  with  a  sum  amounting  to  near  three 
hundred  pounds,  which  constituted  my  whole  for- 
tune. At  that  time,  tliere  was  a  daring  fellow  in 
the  county  of  Cork,  named  Dradshaw,  who  headed 
a  gang  called  the  '  Black  Band;'  and  it  was  only 
on  seeing  the  coachman  and  the  two  guards  armed, 
that  I  recollected  a  pair  of  pocket-pistols,  which 
were  in  my  portmanteau.  I,  therefore,  unlocked 
it,  took  them  out,  and  put  them  into  my  side 
pocket.  On  seeing  this,  the  passenger  who  sal 
next  to  me  observed  in  a  careless  tone,  *  You 
travel  armed,  sir?' 

"  '  I  do,'  I  replied ;  '  and  perceiving  our  guard 
and  coachman  armed  with  carbines  and  pistols,  I 
thought  it  was  as  well  to  carry  mine  on  my  penoo 
in  case  of  necessity.' 

••  '  Should  we  be  attacked,  take  my  word  for 
it,'  said  he,  with  a  scornful  laugli,  '  they  will  do 
you  more  harm  than  service:  if  30U  wound  one 
of  the  robbers,  the  otliers  will  assuredly  murder 
you.' 

"  '  But,'  said  I,  "  if  the  guards  and  coachman 
fight  well,  I  might  be  of  some  assistance  in 
enabling  them  to  beat  tlie  fellows  oi£' 
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••  '  Take    my   advice,'    rejoined   the   stranger, 

should  we  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  meet  with  one 

»f  lite  gangs  now  infesting  the  country,  give  up 

]tiietly  what  you  have  about  you,  and  make  your 

•  peace  with  them.     Indeed,  the  mere  fact  of  your 

•having  fire-arms,  whetlier  you  use  them  or  not, 

will  excite  their  furj',  and  probably  cause  you  to 

be  taken  for  a  disguisefi  poUceman.' 

"  This  account  alarmed  me,  and  I  quickly  r»- 
tnriMd  my  pistols  into  the  portmanteau,  not  in 
the  least  pleased  to  reflect  on  my  imprudence  in 
bringing  so  much  money  with  me.  However,  it 
wss  then  too  late  to  repent  or  repair  my  mistake; 
and  Emma  coming  again  into  my  thoughts,  I  was 
M>on  lost  in  reflecting  what  a  treasure  had  been 
snatched  from  my  deluded  grasp  by  cniel  destiny. 
How  grieved  she  would  be  when  her  brother  re- 
turned, and  related  to  her  the  conversation  that 
paaM>d  between  us.  After  accusing  myself  uf  too 
much  pride  and  delicacy  in  not  accepting  his 
disinterested  and  generous  invitation,  I  consoled 
myself  with  the  reflection  that  I  had  acted  ho- 
nourably; for  although  Mr.  Doyle  was  rich,  he 
luid  a.  son  and  two  daughters.  The  former  would, 
of  course,  take  all  tlie  landed  property;  and  it 
would  not  be  very  agreeable  to  him  to  sec  Emma, 
whom  he  tenderly  lovi>d,  married  to  a  man  with- 
out a  penny.  I  made  hasty  conclusions,  gentle- 
men, as  almost  all  young  fellows  do,  forgetful 
that  I  bad  received  a  good  education,  and  might 
poah  my  fortunes  cither  in  the  army  or  navy  with 
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ttfui  minxaage  after  maniage  as  belbrc  TV 
sudden  depriTatkm  of  mv  prop^tv  and  ei^wct- 
atioas,  in  so  rade  and  unexpected  a  manner,  ob- 
•enred  bit  better  jm^gnent,  and  rnimul  mr  want 
jw»ioni  —  tfaer  called  fer  Tcx^eaooe;  bot  hov 
was  h  to  be  obtained  ? 

**  Tbese  considerations  occupied  roe  s>  deepij 
daring  the  first  part  of  the  road,  that  I  scaitdy 
noticed  what  sort  of  persons  mv  fellow- trareUen 
were.  All  I  recollect  is,  that  there  were  t*o 
cavalry  officers  in  regimeBtak,  and  one  woman. 

"  About  four   miles  distant  from    the 
where  we  were  to  bveak&st,  I  was  roused 
mj  rererie  by  heariiig  the  drirer  cry  out  to  the 
gTBBrds,— 

**  *  What  the  deviPs  the  meaning  of  yon  dood 
of  dust  on  the  road,  as  if  a  troop  of  caralry  wcR 
coming  ?  Look  out,  boys,  and  prepare  youradvcs! 
Who  knows  but  it  is  that  de^il,  Ben  Bradsfaaw, 
and  hb  gang !  If  it  is,  tbe}-1l  be  after  giving  us 
a  rubbing  down.  Ben  o«-es  me  a  spite,  ever  '^nfr 
the  %ht  we  had  with  him  on  the  Dublin  road. 
So  let's  be  prepared.' 

** '  Well  said,  my  honest  fellow,'  observed  one 
of  the  officers.  You  may  depend  upon  our 
co-operation.  We  must  not  allow  these  gamn 
to  harass  the  country  as  they  hare  done.  This 
firadshaw  is  a  sanguinan,*  ruffian,  who  spares  no 
one;  so,  gentlemen,'  addressing  liimself  to  the 
passengers,  *  you  had  better  all  assist,  for  you 
inil  assuredly  be  killed,  whether  you  fight  or  not.* 
»• '  Don't  believe  a  word  of  it,'  said  the  passenger 
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o  advised  me  to  put  away  my  pistols,  addressing 
soe  in  an  under  tone.  '  Be  advised,  and  do  as 
you  see  me  do,  and  these  fellows  won't  hurt 
JDU.'  I  thanked  iiim ;  and  then  for  the  first  time 
semarked  his  countenance.  He  was  a  dark-corn- 
plexioned,  ill-looking  man,  with  a  tremendous 
pair  of  whiskers;  and,  altogether,  might  himself 
bave  been  well  taken  for  a  highway  robber.  He 
had  a  good  strong  oak  stick  in  his  hand,  and 
seemed  a  cool,  determined  sort  of  a  fellow. 

"'Ho,    tliere!    guards,    be   leady  I'   suddenly 
:laimed   the  coachman  again.     '  By  my  soul ! 

t  it's  Ben  and  his  comrades !  See,  what  a 
motley  set  of  blackguards  they  are !  of  all  sorts 
and  sizes,  some  on  ponies  and  others  on  coach 
bones;  the  devil's  own  cavalry  all  entirely  I' 

«  <  Kever  fear,'  said  one  of  the  guanls,  hastily 
unbuckling  the  leathern  covering  which  protected 
the  lock  of  his  carbine,  '  we'll  stick  by  you;  but, 
by  Jasus !  there's  a  posse  of  them :  I  doubt  they'll 
be  after  giving  us  some  hot  work  !' 

"  *  Hark  ye,'  said  the  coachman,  ♦  let  me  fire 
first:  whilst  I  put  rny  nags  to  their  speed,  and 
try  to  make  a  lane  through  the  vagabonds,  do  you 
give  them  the  contents  of  vour  carbines  right  and 
left.' 

**  '  Well  imagined,'  said  the  officer;  ♦  and  we 
will  fire  also :  if,  after  all,  they  succeed  in  stopping 
the  coach,  we  must  try  the  fortune  of  war,  close- 
hai]de<i,  with  our  broadswords.' 

"  During  this  rapid  dialogue,  my  neighbour's 
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features  exhibited  a  ferocious  smile ;  but  he ! 
I  silent,  and  1  followed  his  example.  We  were 
1  eight  persons  in  the  diligence:  there  were  two 
'outside  passengers;  thcse^  with  the  coachman  and 
the  two  guards,  made  altogether  twelve  men  and 
one  woman.  What  prospect  had  we  of  efiectualljr 
resisting  eighteen  or  twenty  desperadoes  mounted, 
and  furnished  with  pistols  and  cutlasses?  How- 
ever, I  really  believe,  had  the  coachman's  advice 
been  adhered  to,  we  might  have  made  a  lane 
through  them,  as  he  said,  and  then  have  main- 
tained  a  running  fight  until  we  got  beyond  their 
reach.  But  the  rashness  and  impetuosity  of  the 
guards  ruined  all.  They  both  fired  before  the 
coachman,  and  so  frightened  the  horses  that  he 
had  no  longer  any  command  over  them.  One 
reared,  another  galloped,  a  third  kicked;  and  not 
pulling  together,  nor  setting  off  at  full  speed,  and 
in  the  confusion  they  were  easily  seized  and 
stopped.  The  driver  was  killed  upon  the  coach 
by  a  shot  from  Ben's  carbine;  and  tlie  guards, 
with  the  two  outside  passengers,  shared  the  same 
fate.  Directly  that  the  coach  stopped,  the  officers 
iired  from  the  window,  and  then  jumped  out  with 
their  drawn  sabres;  but  my  neighbour,  quickly 
following,  knocked  one  of  them  down  with  his 
dub,  and  they,  as  well  as  the  other  inside  pas- 
sengers, were  instandy  transfixed  by  the  pikes  of 
these  ferocious  brigands. 

"  Seeing  how  ill  matters  went,  I  remained  in 
the  diligence  with  the  poor  woman,  who  had  fainted 
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^H  It  bis  head  in  at  tlie  door,  saying,  '  Come  out 
^H  *re  !'  and,  addressing  the  chief  of  tlie  gang, 
^H  Ided,  *  Ben,  I  recommend  this  man  to  mercy, 
^V  ecause  he  listened  to  good  advice;  but,  as  a 
V  onsidcration  for  saving  his  life,  we  must  have  the 

■  tiling  of  Ijis  pockets.' 

■  **  I  sprang  out  of  the  diligence:  the  robber 
I  started  back  on  seeing  my  size  and  figure.  Then, 
I    coming  near  to  me,  he  said, — 

•'  ♦  Let's  see  what  you  have?'  My  comrades,  I 
find,  have  not  got  much,  besides  wounds,  for  their 
pains.' 

♦*  When  I  produced  my  pocket-book,  his  eyes 
sparkled  witli  pleasure. 

"  •  Tlierc  it  is,'  said  I ;  '  take  it ;  it's  all  I  have 
in  Uie  world,  except  my  watch :  do  you  wish  to 
have  tliat  also?' 

"  *  No,'  said  he  of  the  large  whiskers ;  •  what 
he  «ays  is  true.  *Tis  young  S.,  whom  that  nig- 
gardly scoundrel,  who  ought  to  have  been  hung 
ten  yean  ago,  cheatetl  out  of  his  fathei-'s  estate, 
and  has  made  tlie  world  believe  the  man's  a 
bastard.  Look  at  him  !  A  fine,  stout,  well-made 
gentleman,  as  you'd  see  in  a  long  summer's  day. 
If  he's  not  the  true  son  of  his  father,  whom  I've 
eeeii  many's  the  time,  and  an  honest  good  man  to 
the  jxior  he  was,  then  I'm  not  Tim  Drury.' 

"  ♦  Sir,'  said  Ben,    •  you   look  down-hearted  at 

the  loss  of  your  money,  but  we  lads  must  live; 

besides,  we  liave  to  relieve  our  poor  com- 
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lades  in  porertv  and  trouble.  The  best  tlung 
Tou  can  do  is  to  join  us :  and,  bv  Jasus !  if  Tin 
obliged  to  do  it  myself  alone,  but  I'll  play  thtt 
fellow  a  trick  who  robbed  you  of  your  estate.' 

**  I  hesitated :  when  my  black-whiskered  neigh- 
bour added, — 

'' '  Co«ne,  there's  no  use  in  thinking  too  loDg 
about  it.  By  following  my  advice  you  sared  yxwr 
life  Take,  now,  the  best  horse  of  the  four  that 
are  harnessed  to  the  diligence,  and  let's  be  off: 
for  I  know  there's  a  party  of  caralry  on  the 
look-mtt.' 

**  Without  saying  any  thing  in  answer,  I  went 
and  pulled  ray  portmanteau  out  of  the  diligence; 
but  finding  it  had  also  been  rifled,  I  was  about  to 
leave  it  behind,  when  Tim  said, — 

**'Take  it  with  you — I'll   get  all  your 
back  again  in  good  time.' 

"  Haring  unharnessed  a  fine  young  h 
I  threw  it  across  his  back;  and,  jumping  u^ 
him,  we  then  rode  off,  leaving  the  poor  «x>- 
OMMi  and  an  elderly  man  in  the  coach,  more 
dead  than  alive.  Proceeding  in  silence  at  a 
rapid  rate^  through  bye-roads  and  God  knowi 
where,  for  about  three  hours,  we  came  to  a  bog. 
We  crossed  it  on  a  narrow,  swampy  foot-road, 
that  trembled  beneath  our  steps,  one  behuid  ano> 
ther ;  and  when  on  the  other  side,  rode  about  half 
a  mile  further  on,  where  we  entered  a  small  forest, 
thickly  overgrown  with  brush  and  imderwoodi 
On  reoching  the  titickest  part  of  a  clump  of  largo 
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ses  and  bushes,  ihe  band  lialted.     I  then  ob- 
f^rred  to  my  friend  Tim,  that  I  did  not  know  how 
,1  felt,  but  that  I  should  like  to  eat  and  drink,  as 
.bad  not  breakfasted  this  moniing. 

*♦ »  Be  asy,'  he  replied,  '  wc  sliall  all  eat  and 
rink  soon.     Have  patience,   j'oung   squire,   you 

\'l  want  for  a  plenty ;  only,  periiaps,  it  will  be 

coarser  than  you  have  been  accustomed  to.' 

In  a  few   minutes  afterwards  several  women 

je  to  lake  our  liorses,  and  Tim  desired  me  to 
dUow.  About  a  hundre<l  yards  further,  in  the 
centre  of  the  wood,  under  a  large  oak,  I  saw  our 
breakfast  was  prepared.  It  consisted  of  sour  milk, 
potatoes,  the  better  pait  of  a  fine  fat  sheep 
roasti-d,  and  a  batch  of  eggs.  Ben  and  his  black- 
whiskered  friend  were  very  attentive  to  me;  and 
their  comrades,  who  were  a  set  of  cut-throat- 
looking  fellows,  consequently,  behaved  with  more 
respect  than,  under  all  circumstances,  I  could 
have  expected  of  robbers. 

"  Their  commander  was  about  five  feet  eight 
inches  in  height,  with  a  remarkably  ample  breast 
and  shoulders.  He  had  light  hair,  dark-blue 
f^es,  and  good  regular  features;  and  though, 
altogether,  his  countenance  might  be  styled  hand- 
some, it  had  a  fierce,  determined  air,  which  his 
unshorn  beard  and  enormous  wiiiskers  rendered 
still  more  savage. 

"  Before  we  commenced  our  attack  on  the  sylvan 
repast  that  lay  spread  before  us  on  the  verdant  turf^ 
the  captain  examined  into  the  condition  of  th« 
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surviving  members  of  his  band.  It  appeared  that 
two  of  the  party  were  slightly  wounded ;  one  had 
been  so  severely  injured,  that  he  remained  be- 
hind, and  another  was  killed  outright. 

"  We  now  tumed-to  upon  the  potatoes  and 
mutton  with  a  keen  appetite ;  Captain  Ben  offer- 
ing to  those  who  wishetl  it  a  drop  of  the  real 
home-made  stuff,  as  he  called  it,  to  keep  up  their 
spirits.  Such  of  the  lads  as  had  wounds  made 
light  of  them ;  they  bound  them  up  with  their 
handkerchiefs,  or  a  bit  of  an  old  shirt ;  and,  by 
the  captain's  advice,  stanched  the  blood  with  a 
little  whiskey,  outside  and  inside.  Whilst  we  were 
at  breakfast,  five  more  of  tlie  party,  who,  il 
seemed,  had  been  despatclied  on  another  expedi- 
tion, returned  with  a  considerable  booty  in  money 
and  clothes ;  tliey  also  brotiglit  two  horses  and 
some  fire  arms. 

*'  I  asked  Ben  if  he  was  not  afraid  to  remain  any 
time  in  one  place,  lest  the  cavalry  should  be  sent 
after  him  ? 

"  Oil ! '  said  he,  '  1  have  my  scouts  and  my 
spies  every  where,  who  give  me  immediate  warn- 
ing. I  can  go  in  two  hours,  across  the  country, 
to  places  which  they  would  be  as  many  day*  in 
reaching;  so  ignorant  are  they  of  the  bye-roads, 
and  places  we  frequent.  Besides,'  added  he,  *onc 
of  our  stout-hearted  fellows  is  worth  a  dozen  of 
your  trained  soldiers,  who  only  fight  by  nile ;  we, 
squiie,  fight  with  a  slick  better  than  they  with  a 
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Tliere,'  he  continued,  pointing  to  a  stout, 
well-built  young  fellow,  about  twenty-five  years 
of  age, — •  if  there  be  a  man  in  Ireland  wlio  can 
beat  down  his  cudgel  with  a  cutlass,  then  I'll  give 
my  head  for  a  foot-ball.' 

"  Being  a  skilful  swordsman  myself,  and  alwaj-s 
very  cool  and  deliberate  in  my  play,  I  answered, 
that  if  they  had  a  good  strong  broad-sword,  I 
would  play  a  match  after  breakfast,  for  the  sake  of 
amusement. 

"  •  With  all  my  heart,'  said  the  young  man, 
•  we  are  near  of  an  age  and  of  a  size ;'  and  when 
U»c  breakfast  was  finished,  a  cudgel  and  broad- 
swoni  were  produced. 

"  ♦  Comrade,'  said  I,  •  before  we  begin,  r^ 
member  we  are  not  to  strike  each  other  !  I  shall 
either  cut  your  cudgel  out  of  your  hand,  or  you 
will  beat  down  my  guard ;  and  whoever  does  this 
tliree  times  in  succession  is  the  conqueror.' 

"  At  it  we  went  accordingly,  and,  in  truth,  I 
never  saw  a  cudgel  played  in  such  style  before. 
He  kept  on  the  defensive,  and  parried  all  my  cuts 
for  fifteen  minutes,  without  having  his  guard  broke 
in  upon.  After  this,  changing  his  method,  he 
b4^an  upon  the  offensive ;  and,  in  the  course  of 
ten  minutes  more,  my  sword  Iiad  been  three  times 
nearly  struck  from  my  grasp.  I  now  threw  it  down, 
and  gave  him  my  hand,  satisfied  of  his  unrivalled 
dexterity ;  for,  wlien  at  Berlin,  I  was  considered 
the  best  broad-swordsman  in  tlie  college.     The 
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lads  were  all  pleased  with  our  trial  of  skill,  and  not 
Iras  so  with  the  good  humour  I  exliibited  on  being 
defeated.  I  am  convinced  no  swordsman  could 
have  resisted  my  antagonist.  His  cudgel  moved 
like  lightning;  the  inner  part,  from  his  hand  to 
his  elbow,  covering  his  body  in  a  half  circle,  or 
otherwise,  according  to  the  blows  aimed  at  him. 

"  In  a  few  minutes  after  our  exercise,  the  robbers 
separated,  every  one  to  his  post ;  and  I  now  found 
that  Captain  Ben  had  his  piquets,  out-posts,  spies, 
&c.,  all  regularly  arranged ;  while  he  and  his 
lieutenant,  as  he  called  my  friend  Tim,  were  her^ 
there,  and  every  where. 

"  '  Get  me  a  fresh  horse,'  said  Ben  to  one  of  his 
men ;  '  let  me  have  the  little  brown  bay,  for  I've 
got  twelve  miles  to  make,  and  to  return  before  our 
dinner  time,' 

"  Thecaptain  then  disappeared  for  some  minutes, 
and  when  he  reappeared  I  scarcely  knew  him. 
He  wore  a  country  gentleman's  grey  riding  coat, 
leather  breeches,  and  white  top-boots.  A  pair  of 
holsters,  with  pistols,  were  at  his  saddle-bow ;  a 
liuuting  whip  in  his  hand;  and,  altogether,  he  had 
the  apj>earance  of  one  of  those  fox-hunting  squireB 
frequently  seen  in  the  south  of  Ireland. 

"  '  What  think  you  now,'  said  he,  '  of  Ben 
Bradshaw  ?  I  am  going  to  a  fair  about  twelve 
mites  oft",  where  I  am  to  meet  some  of  our  friends, 
and  to  hear  from  them  if  we  are  to  protect  a  poor 
fellow  who  has  had  his  cattle  "        ^  for  tithes.' 
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'  ♦  Wiy,'  I  replietl,  laughing,  *  you  are  now  a 

>oth-fac«?d  country  squire;  nevertheless,  I  tliiuk 

*as  a  pity  to  shave  off  that  fine  thick  beard, 

ich  gave  you  sucli  a  fierce  look.' 

"  *  Oh  ! '  said  he,  '  I  can  put  it  on  again,  when- 

ar  there  ia  any  necessity.     That  beard  is  my 

otector.    No  one  besides  my  own  gang  and  par- 

•iilar  friends  knows  me  without  it ;  so  tliat,  when- 

•er  I  leave  it  at  home,  not  a  soul  knows  me  to  be 

«I1  Bnidshaw ;  but   Ren,   with  tlie  bushy  beard, 

rery  body  knows.     I  am  going  to  the  fair  to  buy 

.  horse,  for  we  have  need  of  one,  —  and   I'll  sit 

D    the  tents,  and  at  the  taverns,  and  talk  and 

'  ai^h  with   the  very  pooiile  who,  I  am  aware,  are 

'  dMrged  to  discover  and   take  me.      Even  if  they 

knew    nie,'  continued   he,    with  a  contemptuous 

I   curl  of  his   upper  lip,  '  they  dare  not  lay  a  hand 

'  upon  me.     I've  more  friends  at  the  fair  than  they 

have ;  and,  if  they  were  only  to  show  their  teetli, 

^   wr  should  give  them,  by  Jasus  !  what  the  drummer 

gave  the  drum, — a  very  sound  bating.' 

"  Then  springing  into  the  saddle  of  his  bonny 
brown  bay,  without  putting  a  foot  in  the  stirrup, 
he    called    aloud    to    me,    as    he    gallopped  oft^ 

*  Good  bye,  squire —  keep  with  the  lieutenant  to- 
day; and  to-morrow  we  shall  give  you  your  sta- 
tion apart.' 

"  A  fiw  hours  after  he  was  gone,  Tim  said, 

*  Hear  me,  squire.  Go,  ask  one  of  the  women 
to  give  you  a  saddle  and  bridle,  and  the  horse 
you  had  to  day.    Make  what  haste  you  can.    Fling 
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this  broadsword  {pointing  to  the  one  I  played 
with  against  the  cudgel)  over  your  shoulder; 
mount,  and  be  ready  to  start  the  moment  you 
hear  a  whistle.  Our  captain  will  be  home  di- 
rectly :  he  is  going  to  lie  in  wait  for  a  party  of 
cavalrj'  that  have  been  despatched  round  the  bog 
in  search  of  us:  but,  before  they  get  half-way, 
we  shall  cross  it  by  a  path  known  only  to  our- 
selves; and,  falling  upon  them  from  our  ambush, 
we'll  give  them  such  a  lesson  as  they'll  not  be 
able  to  repeat  to  their  friends.' 

"  '  In  for  a  |)enny,  in  for  a  pound,'  said  I :  *  I 
have  enlisted  under  your  captain,  and  I  must  obey 
his  orders.'  I,  therefore,  started  off;  and  in  about 
ten  minutes  more  was  ready  for  the  field,  mounted 
on  the  young  horse  taken  from  the  stage-coach. 
I  had,  likewise,  a  good  saddle  under  me  with 
holsters,  containing  a  pair  of  loaded  pistols;  and 
my  broadsword  was  an  excellent  one,  otherwise 
the  blows  it  received  from  the  cudgel  must  have 
shivered  it  to  pieces. 

"  On  hearing  the  whistle,  about  five  minutes 
afterwards,  I  gallopped  into  the  wood,  and  found 
twenty-six  fine  fellows,  including  Ben  and  his 
lieutenant,  all  well  armed  and  mounted. 

"  '  Now,  follow  me !'  shouted  their  leader;  and 
away  we  went,  at  a  round  gallop,  until  we  got  to 
the  bog.  This  we  crossed  by  a  path  as  before; 
and,  as  soon  as  we  reached  the  opposite  side,  he 
planted  us  behind  a  thick  copse  that  skirted  the 
road. 


AN    IRISH    TRAVELLER. 


147 


"  '  Alight  here,' said  he;  'and  be  careful,  men, 
to  keep  yourselves  and  your  horses  as  still  as 
mice.  The  momenl  you  hear  my  signal,  mount 
■gain.  At  the  second  whistle  ride  forth  in  a  body ; 
I  and,  having  discharged  your  pistols,  lay  about  you 
k    witli  your  broadswords.     Although  I  know  there 

fare  ihirtj-  or  forty  of  them,  yet,  my  brave  boys, 
I  have  led  you  to  encounter  still  greater  odds; 
and  feel  satisfietl,  if  you  allow  a  single  man  of 
t  them  to  escape,  it  will  be  only  to  carry  back  the 
f  news  of  how  well  we  wiped  them  down,  the 
I     rascals ! ' 

"  During  the  time  we  remained  in  ambush,  I 
confess  my  reflections  were  far  from  being  agree- 
j  able.  1  was  going  to  fight  muk-r  the  orders  of  a 
rebel  and  an  outlaw,  against  the  legitimate  autho- 
rities of  my  country ;  this  rather  goaded  my  con- 
science, and  prorlucfd  feelings  of  compunction. 
However,  1  reflected  that  this  was  not  the  time 
to  reason  about  the  matter;  I  must  cither  fight  or 
be  dishonoured,  and,  probably,  shot  by  my  own 
comrades. 

"  Whilst  I  was  still  turning  the  matter  over  in 
my  mind,  the  first  shrill  whistle  was  heard ;  and, 
in  an  instant,  everj'  man  sprang  ujwn  his  hoi*se'8 
back.  Our  captain  let  the  troop  pass  us  a  little 
before  he  whistled  again,  when  we  darted  forth 
upon  their  rear  at  full  gallop,  firing  our  pistols, 
and  then  attacking  them  sword  in  hand,  as  di- 
rected. Fortunately  for  us,  Ben,  at  the  outset,  mor- 
tally wounded  the  officer  in  command ;  but,  not* 
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withstanding  liis  men  were  disheartened,  they 
fought  bravely,  until  only  six  or  eight  remained 
in  tlieir  saddles,  and  those  fled  from  us  at  full 
speed.  We  attempted  to  overtake  them ;  but,  their 
horses  being  better  than  ours,  they  got  clear 
off.  After  securing  all  that  was  worth  carrving 
away,  we  hastily  quitted  the  field  of  battle;  and, 
recrossing  the  bog,  returned  to  our  hiding-place. 
"  I  participated  in  many  similar  expeditions 
during  the  period  of  my  connection  with  this  band 
of  desperadoes ;  besides  some  horrible  acts  of  house- 
burniiig,  driving  off  sheep,  cattle,  &c.,  with  a 
number  of  other  atrocities,  dreadful  to  reflect 
upon.  I  liad  been,  notwithstanding,  unremitting 
in  my  endeavours  to  obtain  news  of  Air.  Doyle's 
family,  but  was  a  long  time  before  I  succeeded. 
At  lengtii,  one  of  our  spies,  whom  I  bribed  hand- 
somely, brought  me  the  mournful  intelligence 
that  my  Emma  was  no  more,  having  died  broken 
hearted  on  learning  I  had  deserted  her  to  turn 
highway  robber.  Existence  now  seemed  perfectly 
valueless.  My  grief,  and  the  remorse  by  wliich  I 
was  visited  at  intervals,  drove  me  almost  to  dis- 
traction. Still  I  continued  the  same  desperate 
career;  and,  with  a  reckless  indifl»?rence  to  life, 
became  the  most  resolute  of  the  gang.  Ever\' 
difficult  enterprise  was  now  confided  to  me;  and 
the  forlorn  fiope,  under  my  guidance,  always 
proved  successful.  It  would  seem  that  I  bore  a 
charmed  life;  and,  at  length,  my  name  was  more 
dreaded  than  that  of  Bradshaw  '  '       'f. 
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**  I  am  very  conscious,  gentlemen,  that  you 
must  regard  me  with  horror;  and  no  doubt  wonder 
how  a  man  of  good  principles,  educated  in  tlie  paths 
of  honour,  and  brought  up  in  tiie  fear  of  God,  could 
be  80  led  away  as  thus  to  act  in  defiance  of  all  laws, 
human  and  divine.  It  was  the  impious  desire  of 
revenge,  gentlemen,  that  rankled  in  my  heart,  and 
urged  me  on  to  desperation.  This  vilest  of  all  pas- 
sions subdued  my  virtue,  my  religion,  and  my  better 
judgment-  The  conviction  of  my  error  did  not 
completely  take  possession  of  my  mind  until  I  had 
committed  many  dreadful  outrages.  After  Emma's 
death,  suddenly  I  felt  a  remorse  of  conscience — a 
dreadJTil  disgust  for  the  mode  of  life  I  was  lead- 
ing, and  a  re[)entance,  so  truly  sincere,  that  I  de- 
decided  on  leaving  the  gang,  and  getting  into 
anolher  province,  where  I  could  remain  secreted 
until  an  opportunity  offered  of  reaching  Dublin, 
in  order  to  put  my  original  plan  of  emigration 
into  practice. 

"  This  determination  had  been  made  some  time, 
but,  as  yet,  I  had  not  found  a  good  opportunity  to 
signify  my  intention  to  my  comrades;  for  the  cap- 
tain and  his  lieutenant  were  both  laid  up  with 
severe  wounds,  and  I  was  intrinsically  tiie  chief, 
I  might  say  the  soul,  of  the  gang,  who,  to  a  man, 
would  have  sacrificed  their  lives  for  me.  How- 
ever, my  mental  sufferings  becoming  daily  more 
insupportable,  one  evening,  at  the  time  when  our 
consultations  for  the  night's  work  commenced,  I 
communicated  my  intentions  to  Ben  Bradshaw  and 
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the  rest.  They  were  in  despair  at  the  mention  of 
it;  and  endeavoured  all  they  could  to  persuade  me 
to  remain  until  one  of  the  two  was  sufficientJy  re- 
covered to  resimie  the  command. 

"  I  answered,  that,  to  convince  them  of  my 
attachment,  I  would  continue  ten  days  longer; 
but,  after  that  period,  no  earthly  power  should 
detain  me.  I  assured  them  tliat  the  political 
chiefs  of  their  party  would  not  protect  them; 
that  they  had  merely  used  them  as  tools  to  em- 
barrass the  government,  and  to  carry  certain 
measures  into  effect;  but,  if  they  weee  all  taken, 
and  condemned  to  be  hanged  to-morrow,  not  one 
of  these  demagogues  would  move  a  finger  to  save 
them  from  the  gallows. 

*'  '  Then,'  replied  Bradshaw,  '  they  are  a  set  of 
double-facecl  scoundrels:  let  me  only  get  well 
again,  and  I'll  not  suffer  myself  to  be  plastered 
over  with  their  Blarney  oil  any  longLT ;  but  dis- 
perse my  gang,  and  follow  your  example.' 

"  '  Wisely  decided,*  said  I.     '  Reflect  seriously 
on  the  business.     Sooner  or  later  there  must  be 
an  end  to  our  career.     We  are  branded  as  out- 
laws ;  a  price  has  been  put  upon  our  beads ;  and, 
1  when  matters  between  the  two  parties  come  to  a 

|^_  close,  we  only  shall  be  the  victims.' 

^^f  "  In  the  course  of  about  fifteen  days,  the  cap- 

f  tain  and  Tim  were  quite  recovered;  but,  as  they 

^B  seemed  still  to  hesitate,  and  make  objections  about 

^1         breaking  up  the  gang  altogether,  I  determined  to 
f  quit  them  forthwith.     For  this  purpose,   I   had 
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ireviously  obtained  a  suit  of  clothes  from  a  priest 

')f  my  acquaintance,  to  whom  I  made  my  confes- 

tftton ;  and,  being  an  excellent,  pious  man,  lie  not 

rvonly  endeavoured  to  confirm  me  in  my  determin- 

,  ation,  but  promised  to  assist  in  my  escape.     After 

(Conversing  with   him  for  some  time,   I  found  he 

was  a  native  of  Coniiaughl,  from  whence  lie  had 

^  lately  returned.     I   immediately  questioned  him 

concerning    my   fatiier's    brotlier.     He    informed 

me  tliat  lie  had  been  dead  some  years ;  but  that 

bn  son   was  alive  and  possessed  a  good  estate, 

and,  though  a  catholic,  had  contrived  to  unite  the 

I     esteem  of  both  parlies  with  the  love  of  die  poor,  to 

1     whom  he  was  a  liberal  benefactor. 

I  "  '  Father  O'Neil,'  said  I,   '  I  am   resolved  to 

▼isit  my  cousin,  who  is  the  next  heir  to  the  estates 

of  my  father ;  for,  though  I  can  never  claim  them 

myself,  I  should  not  die  in  peace  if  they  were  left 

in  the  possession  of  that  villain,  to  whose  unfeeling 

conduct  I  owe  all  my  errors  and  misfortunes.' 

"  *  Hold,  my  son!'  said  he:  'is  it  thus  you 
nuuiifest  tlie  repentance  of  which  you  so  lately 
spoke?  The  desire  of  seeking  out  your  relation, 
and  instructing  him  how  to  obtain  the  inherit- 
ance which,  as  an  outlaw,  can  never  be  yours,  is 
just  and  honourable;  but  let  not  Uiis  praiseworthy 
motive  be  degraded  by  schemes  of  vengeance. 
These  are  unholy,  and  ill  become  him  who  pro- 
fesses to  have  confessed  his  crimes  before  God, 
and  to  have  prepared  himself  to  lead  a  life  of 
virtue  and  repentance.' 
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"  '  Excuse  me,  holy  father,'  I  answered,  '  if  I 
have  been  too  warm  in  the  expression  of  my  feel- 
ings; but,  believe  me,  they  are  now  no  longer  of 
the  revengeful  cast  they  were  formerly.  My  acts 
shall  be  passive  and  obedient  to  the  rules  you  have 
laid  down  for  the  government  of  my  conduct,  and 
the  safety  of  my  eternal  soul.' 

"  '  Enough,  my  son,'  rephed  the  priest ;  '  and 
may  heaven  prosper  thy  endeavours  !  Stay  a  few 
minutes,  whilst  I  prepare  for  you  an  introduction 
to  one  of  my  brethren,  who  lives  near  your  cousin. 
When  you  are  about  to  quit  Connaught,  he  will 
procure  you  a  safe  guidance  to  Dublin,  wherci 
however,  it  will  be  imprudent  for  you  to  remain : 
embark,  the  moment  you  arrive,  in  some  sliip  about 
to  sail  iminedialely ;  for  the  police  keep  a  strict 
watch  upon  all  such  as  take  passages  to  America* 

"  After  receiving  the  letter,  I  took  my  leave, 
and  returned  to  bid  an  everlasting  farewell  lo  my 
old  companions. 
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«  On  the  road  I  slopped  to  rest  mj'self  at  a  poor 
jut,  near  tlie  edge  of  tlie  bog;  not  being  decided 
in  my  own  mind  whether  to  cross  over  to  Ben 
that  evening,  or  sleep  at  the  turf-cutter's  and  go 
to  him  early  in  the  morning.  On  reaching  the 
door,  a  man  who  was  conking  out,  supposing  me 
to  be  a  priest  by  the  garb  I  then  wore,  asked  my 
bleseing. 

"  '  I  thought  you  were  Father  O'Neil,  for 
whom  we  had  sent,'  said  he,  in  a  respectful  tone; 
'  but  it 's  all  one, — you  're  one  of  our  holy  fathers. 
Enter,  sir,  and  receive  the  confessions  of  a  poor 
sinner  at  the  point  of  death.' 

"  On  opening  the  door,  he  led  me  into  an  inner 
apartment,  where,  horrible  to  relate,  I  beheld  the 
wretched  liradshaw  in  the  lost  agonies  of  death. 
He  was  covered  with  wounds;  but  the  mortal 
one  was  a  cut  from  a  sabre,  which  laid  open  liis 
brain,  and  from  which  the  blood  gushed  every 
time  he  breathed.  My  feelings  were  greatly  ex- 
cited at  the  dreadful  spectacle;  but  I  had  the 
firmness  to  conceal  them,  and  endeavoured  to 
make  the  dying  man  sensible  that  I  came  to  ask 
tlie  Almighty  to  pardon  his  offences,  and  receive 
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his  sinful  soul.  He  did  not  recognise  me;  but, 
making  a  sign  that  he  understood  what  I  said, 
he  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  breatlied  his 
last. 

*'  I  then  called  the  turf-cutter  aside,  and  in- 
quired if  lie  knew  me  ?  He  replied  in  tljc  nega- 
tive. 

" '  Do  you  know  tlxis  man  who  }ias  just 
expired  ?' 

"  '  Father,'  answered  the  turf-cutter,  *  it  is  to 
you,  who  have  the  care  of  our  souls,  we  must  con- 
fess the  truth,  and  ask  advice  and  assistance. 
Only  a  few  hours  ago,  four  of  Ben  Bradshaw's 
men  brought  their  leader  (for  this  is  he  who  has 
just  died)  here,  on  a  litter,  and  said,  "  Honest 
Tom,  our  captain  is  an  old  friend  of  yours;  let 
him  die  in  peace.  God  be  with  his  fearless  heart ! 
he  cut  down  four  or  five  of  the  cavalrj'  men  before 
he  received  tliis  wound  on  the  head;  and  we 
defeate<l  them  at  last :  but  they  have  discovered 
our  haimt,  and  we  must  disperse  as  quickly  as 
possible,  so  we  '11  leave  our  poor  friend  with  you. 
There's  a  five  pound  bill  in  his  jM>cket :  bury  him 
decently  and  quietly,  and  don't  wait  for  us;  for 
our  lieutenant,  Tim,  and  a  half  dozen  more  of 
our  brave  comrades,  were  killed  in  the  battle." 

"  *  Tliey  then  put  the  body  down  ujion  this 
straw,  and  gallopjwd  off.  Poor  fellow  !  he  asked 
for  water,  which  I  gave  him,  and  since  then  has 
never  sjjoken  a  word.  But  what  shall  1  do  if 
they  come  to  seek  him  here?     I  have  no  one  to 


Atr   IBI8H   TRAVELLEB. 


155 


assist  me  in  burying  him,  except  my  wife  and  a 

son  of  about   ten   years  old.     Besides,   father,   I 

jp  should  like  to  place  liini  in  the  ground  just  as  he 

'so  tliat,  if  the  soldiers  search  after  him,  they 
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b  WO&y  find  noUiing  to  lead  to  a  discovery/ 

fc^    "  '  Have  you  taken  the  money  from  his  pocket, 

B^i  the  man  told  you  ? '  I  tncjuired. 

\        "  *  God  have  mercy  upon  my  soul,  father,'  said 

|f    he,  *  it's  well  you  mentioned  it,  or  I  should  have 

\      buried  it  with  him.' 

j  **  The  turf-cutterwentand  examined  his  pockets, 

'  which  were  all  empty,  except  the  one  where  we 
found — not  five,  but  near  twelve,  pounds,  partly 
in  gold  and  silver. 

"  '  Now,'  said  I,  '  first  go  and  hide  your  mo- 
ney: then  dig  a  hole  in  the  most  secret  place  you 
can  find — I  will  remain  all  night  to  assist  you.' 

"  'I  shall  not  be  long  making  a  grave,'  said  he- 
♦  The  best  place  will  be  in  the  soft  ground,  near 
the  bog,  on  the  left  side  of  the  pathway,  which  is 
generally  so  wet  and  muddy,  no  one  thinks  of 
walking  there,  and  a  horse  would  plunge  in  up  to 
his  knees.  Before  night  sets  in,  it  will  be  all 
ready;  in  the  mean  time,  for  God's  sake,  holy 
father !  see  that  my  wife  wij>es  away  the  blood, 
and  bums  nil  the  bloody  straw  that's  about  him. 
Let  her  wrap  him  up  in  my  old  irieze  great  coat : 
poor   fellow  1  it  will  serve  him   for  a   winding- 

,      sheet. ' 

"  He  and  his  son  then  took  their  spades  upon 
their  shoulders  and  went  off  to  the  work.     Forta- 
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nately,  hia  comrades  brought  poor  Ben  in  a  sort 
of  a  litter  of  coarse  bagging,  with  two  poles 
lashed  on  either  side;  and  wc  did  not  attempt  to 
move  him  from  it.  It  was  a  melancholy  task  for 
me,  who  had  known  him  so  long,  and  had  been 
his  companion  in  many  a  daring  expedition. 
However,  in  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  we 
had  all  neatly  cleaned  away  :  the  corpse  was  rolled 
up  in  the  old  frieze  coat,  so  that  he  was  easily 
conveyed  to  his  narrow  home;  and,  by  cutting 
away  the  poles,  we  buried  him  in  die  litter,  as 
they  do  sailors  at  sea  in  their  liammocks.  I  re- 
]K'atcd  a  short  prayer  whilst  wc  were  consigning 
the  body  to  its  mother  earth,  and  confess  tliat  I 
was  moved  almost  to  tears,  when  the  cold  damp 
sods  gradually  concealed  him  from  our  eyes. 
Having  concluded  our  melancholy  duty,  we  re- 
turned to  the  hut ;  and  the  woman  gave  us  pota- 
toes, salt  fish,  and  sour  milk  for  supper,  after 
which  I  retired  to  rest  on  some  clean  straw,  I 
should  have  jwssed  a  comfortable  night,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  painful  reflections  arising  from  a 
consciousness  of  the  perils  that  surroimded  me. 
At  length,  I  consoled  myself  with  the  idea  that 
I  was  safe  amongst  tiie  catholics  in  the  two 
counties ;  and,  when  I  should  be  leaving  Cork,  I 
could  always  get  an  introduction  farther  on.  In- 
deed, once  out  of  the  latter  county,  I  might  pass 
for  a  southern  priest  going  to  the  catholic  bishop 
of  Connaught  on  ecclesiastical  business, 

"  Early  the  next  morning  I  visited  the  grave : 
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it  waa  well  covered  up,  and  the  turf-cutter  had 
placed  a  few  green  sods  over  it,  to  conceal  the 
fresh  earth.  After  getting  a  good  breakfast  of 
milk,  eggs,  and  potatoes,  olf  I  started:  and,  during 
the  day,  being  a  good  walker,  I  made  at  least 
thirty  miles  over  hedges  and  ditches,  bogs,  marshes, 
and  by-paths ;  for  I  was  cautious  to  keep  as  much 
•s  possible  from  the  high  road.  At  night,  I  picked 
out  the  most  miserable-looking  hut  to  ask  for  a 
lodging;  knowing  tliat,  in  the  character  of  a  priest, 
I  should  not  be  refused. 

"  The  evening  was  already  growing  dark,  and 
tlie  night  promised  to  be  tlarker.  I  saw  that  the 
but  where  I  meant  to  stop  was  in  an  open  coun- 
try; at  least,  1  could  perceive  no  woods  for  three 
or  four  miles  beyond  it.  This  did  not  exactly 
please  me;  because,  if  I  were  pursued,  liiere  was 
no  jjlace  to  hide  myself.  However,  being  fatigued 
and  hungry,  these  two  causes  operated  so  power- 
fully, that  I  went  boldly  up  to  the  cabin,  and,  knock- 
ing at  the  door,  asked  for  admittance.  The  inmates 
consisted  of  two  men  and  three  women  ;  one  of 
the  latter  was  well  advanced  in  years  ;  the  others 
were  apparently  the  wives  of  the  men,  two  stout, 
good-looking  fellows.  All  the  family  craved  a 
blessing  of  me,  wiiich  I  freely  bestowed;  and  then 
said,  that,  having  wandered  out  of  my  road,  and 
being  tireil  and  hungry,  I  hoped  they  would  give 
me  some  supper  and  a  bed. 

"  Their  welcome  was  a  hearty  one,  and  the 
table  was  soon  covered  with  fine  hot  potatoes,  eggs, 
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milk,  and  salt  Bsh.  Whilst  I  was  supping,  one  of 
the  men  addressed  me  with  — '  Father  Morgan/ 
(for  that  was  the  name  I  assumed,)  '  God  be  with 
yon,  and  long  hfe  to  you !  but  are  you  not  afraid 
to  be  travelling  alone  in  these  dangerous  times? 
By  my  soul !  there  hasn't  been  a  day  or  night,  for 
the  last  week,  but  we  have  had  cavalry  or  police 
fellows  searching  the  house — sometimes  even  after 
midnight.  They  say  that  Ben  Bradshaw's  gang 
has  been  dispersed,  and  Ben  himself  killed ;  and 
now  they  are  scouring  the  comitry  to  try  and  pick 
them  up.  They  go  five  or  six  in  a  party,  and, 
after  coming  softly  within  forty  or  fifty  yards  of  the 
house,  they  dismount,  tie  their  horses  to  the  het'ge, 
and  enter  suddenly,  or,  if  the  door  is  fast,  knock, 
and  demaudadmittance,  to  search  the  cabin  all  over. 
Besides,  father,  I  Jieard  a  fellow  say,  last  night, 
tliat  one  of  the  gang  was  disguised  as  a  priest,  and 
he  dcscribetl  him  as  nearly  about  your  size  and 
complexion  as  possible ;  so  that  I  would  have  you 
take  care  of  yourself." 

"  I  could  see  that  the  man  guessed  who  I  was, 
and  (hat  his  caution  was  given  with  a  sincere  wish 
to  aid  me ;  I  therefore  made  no  secret  of  my  real 
character, —  adding,  as  I  thankerl  him  for  his 
friendly  communication,  'Then  you  don't  tkd- 
vise  me  to  sleep  here  to  night  ?  I  am  tired,  and 
want  some  rest  :  what  shall  I  do?  Cannot  I  sleep 
under  the  shed  yonder  ?' 

"  '  Oh  !  no,'  he  replied ;  '  make  yourself  easy. 
If  they  should  come  at  aU,  it  won't  be  before  two 
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o'clock  in  the  morning;  and  I'll  show  you  how  to 
manage.  Our  garret  has  plenty  of  straw ;  and 
under  the  eaves  at  the  back  of  the  house  is  a  hole, 
through  which  you  can  slip  down  on  the  ground, 
and  make  oft"  with  yourself  in  the  dark,  whilst 
they  are  searching  below,  to  a  wood,  about  three 
miles  distant,  where  you  may  hide,  so  that  the 
devil  himself  would  n't  find  you.' 

"'But,  tell  me,  where  do  tliey  tie  theirhorses?' 

"  '  At  the  back  of  the  house,  to  the  only  hedge 
within  half  a  mile  of  us. ' 

*• '  Enough  :  should  they  come,  do  you  take  care 
to  awake  me.' 

"  This  he  faithfully  promise*!,  and  I  finished  my 
8U^>per  as  quickly  as  |)ossible.  Though  it  was  then 
onlyabout  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Iwentinto 
the  garret  and  lay  down  upon  the  straw,  witli  my 
feel  exactly  at  the  hole  mentioned  by  my  host ; 
ao  that,  as  the  hut  was  low,  1  could  drop  to  the 
ground  in  an  instant. 

"  It  was  a  fine  soft  berth,  composed  of  sheaves 
of  oaten  straw;  and  I  slept  soundly  until  near 
day-break,  when  all  of  a  sudden  I  felt  myself 
roughly  shaken  by  the  shoulder.  At  the  same 
time  I  recognised  the  voice  of  the  cottager,  who 
whispered,  — 

** '  They  are  at  hand,  my  honest  fellow :  look 
well  to  yourself  I ' 

"  On  saying  this,  he  hurried  down  stairs  before 
I  was  well  awake,  or  had  time  to  collect  my  senses 
to   make   any  reply.     However,   I  mechanically 


160 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY    OF 


Started  from  my  bed,  and  listened,  with  painful 
attention,  to  catch  some  sounds  from  without 
All  was  perfectly  still  for  some  minutes;  till  the 
snorting  of  hoi'ses,  and  the  clashing  of  their  steel 
scabbards  against  the  ground  as  they  alighted, 
sufficiently  confirmed  the  arrival  of  my  pursuers. 
Notwidistanding  the  confidence  I  felt  in  the  means 
of  escape  which  my  present  retreat  afforded  me, 
when  I  heard  the  cavalry  men  thunder  against  the 
door  with  the  butt  ends  of  their  carbines,  and  heard 
the  heavy  tread  of  their  iron-sho<l  boots,  I  confea 
my  heart  died  within  me,  and  the  cold  drops  of 
perspiration  stood  thick  upon  my  forehead.  As  it 
was  important  llial  I  should  await  the  entrance  of 
the  whole  party,  ere  I  ventured  to  descend,  I  sank 
upon  my  hands  and  knees,  and  applied  my  eyes  to 
one  of  the  numerous  crevices  between  the  rough 
uneven  planks  of  which  the  roof  was  composed. 
The  poor  man,  wlio  certainly  endangered  his  own 
life  in  thus  exerting  himself  to  presen-e  mine,  was 
in  the  act  of  unbarring  the  door,  which  he  had  no 
sooner  done  than  six  soldiers  burst  into  the  hut. 

«  4  Well,  Pat,'  said  the  sergeant  who  commanded 
the  party,  addressing  the  master  of  tlie  house, 
'  we  liave  run  the  fox  to  earth  at  last.  Faith,  now, 
and  I  see  j-e're  ready  with  a  lie;  but  the  man  we 
want  is  here.  He  was  seen  to  enter  this  cabin 
just  before  dark :  so,  comrades,  look  well  about 
here,  while  1,  with  tlie  candle,  have  a  peep  at 
who  's  aloft.' 

"  I  had  heard  enough,  and,  slipping  through 
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the  hole,  I  dropped  ligluiy  to  the  ground  in  an 
instant.  Then,  creeping  to  the  hedge  where  the 
troopers'  horses  were  fastened,  I  unloosed  one  of 
tbem,  mounted,  and,  after  walking  slowly'  for  the 
distance  of  a  few  paces,  gallopped  off  at  full  speed 
for  the  forest  mentioned  by  my  friendly  host. 

^'  On  reaching  it,  I  dismounted ;  and,  turning 
die  horse's  head  in  the  direction  whence  he  came, 
drove  him  back  at  a  smart  trot.  When  I  thought 
I  had  seen  him  far  enough  to  secure  his  return  to 
the  cottage,  I  penetrated  into  the  forest,  walking 
leisurely  until  the  daylight  began  to  dawn  through 
the  eastern  clouds,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to 
direct  my  route  accordingly. 

"  It  now  became  requisite  I  should  again  chan  ge 
my  costume;  for  my  present  disguise  seemed  well 
known.  I  had  about  fifty  pounds  with  me,  and, 
therefore,  could  easily  purchase  a  suitable  dress, 
the  moment  1  decided  on  the  character  I  was  to 
assume.  This,  however,  puzzled  me,  gentlemen  ; 
having,  as  you  must  perceive,  a  very  strongly 
marked  countenance,  difficult  to  disguise.  At  last 
it  occured  to  me  that  the  best  plan  would  be,  not 
to  aim  at  any  disguise  whatever;  but,  the  moment 
I  got  out  of  the  county  of  Cork,  to  buy  myself 
genteel  clothes,  take  a  seat  in  the  stage-coach,  and 
go  boldly  to  the  town  where  the  priest  resided,  to 
whom  I  had  an  introduction. 

"  It  now  began  to  be  broad  daylight,  and  I 
sauntered  along  for  a  couple  of  hours  or  more, 
until,  perceiving  the  forest  to   become    thin,    I 
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changed  my  course  to  the  right,  where  it  seemed 
much  overgrown  with  underwood.  I  had  not 
proceeded  above  half  a  mile  in  this  direction  be- 
fore 1  heard  a  loud  whisde,  exactly  like  the  signals 
used  by  my  late  associates,  when  they  were  scat- 
tered through  the  woods  and  wished  to  unite. 
Almost  instinctively,  from  habit,  and  without  re- 
flecting whether  I  was  doing  right  or  wrong,  I 
answered  it.  It  was  repeated;  until,  at  last,  I  saw 
three  men  approaching  me,  armed  with  pistoli 
and  broadswords.  1  felt  alarmed,  and,  havings 
good  oak  stick  in  my  hand,  grasped  it  firmly,  de- 
termined, if  necessary,  to  make  a  resolute  defence. 
But  what  WEis  my  pleasure  and  surprise,  as  we 
drew  near  each  other,  to  see  three  of  my  former 
comrades,  who  as  quickly  recognised  me,  and 
came  running  up,  crying  out, — 

"  '  Ho !  young  squire,  how  are  you  ?  ^Vhat  f 
have  you  taken  to  the  old  trade  again,  in  the  dis- 
guise of  a  priest?* 

"  '  None  of  your  jeers,'  said  I ;  '  don't  you  see 
I've  taken  orders?' 

"  '  Nonsense  !    my  fine    fellow,'    replied    the 
spokesman,  who  was  no  other  than  my  old  anta- 
^^^  gonist,  the  cvidgel-player;  'here  we  are,  five  jolly 

B^  fellows,  the  remains  of  our  once-formidable  gang: 

^L_  come  and  head  us,  and  we  shall  soon  find  comrad^ 

^^H         enough  to  fill  our  cave.' 

^^~  "  *  No,  my  good  friend,*  said  I :  '  I  have  deter- 

B  mined  to  run  all  risks  in  order  to  get  to  America; 

I  for,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am  tired  of  your  mode 
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of  life,  and  have  taken  an  oath  to  quit  it  al- 
together.' 

"  '  By  Jasus  !  squire,  and  perhaps  you  are  right, 
after  all,'  said  he :  '  you  owe  us  nothing  but  good 
will :  but  we  owe  a  good  deal  to  you ;  for,  although 
our  captain,  Ben,  was  a  brave  man,  he  was  too 
fiery,  and  your  coolness  saved  us  many  limes  from 
destruction.  Therefore,  all  I  can  say  is,  since  you 
have  made  up  your  mind  to  quit  us,  only  tell  me 
how  wc  can  serve  you,  and  you  shall  not  find  us 
backward.' 

"  '  All  I  require/  said  I,  '  is,  that  you  will  allow 
one  of  the  women  to  go  to  Killfinnan,  and  get  a 
tailor  to  make  me  a  suit  of  genteel  clothes,  for 
which  I  am  ready  to  give  fifteen  pounds  down 
upon  the  naii.' 

"  «  By  my  soul !'  said  one  of  the  lads,  starting 
up  suddenly,  '  I  was  bred  up  a  tailor  myself,  and 
I  can  take  your  measure  as  well  as  the  best  master 
in  Limerick.  AH  you  have  to  do  is,  to  send  the 
woman,  and  get  a  suit  made  from  it.  It  will  be 
safer  than  allowing  a  stranger  to  come  out  to  our 
hiding-place,  as  he  miglit  afterwards  give  a  de- 
scription of  your  person,  and  get  you  taken  up  by 
the  policemen.' 

"  The  women  soon  furnished  some  strips  of 
paper  sewn  together  for  my  friend  the  tailor-rob- 
ber, who  soon  took  my  measure  ;  and,  in  less  than 
two  hours  after,  the  messenger  was  despatched  to 
town,  with  directions  to  stay  there  until  they  were 
finished.     I  furnished  her  with  money  to  procure 
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a  drab-coloured  riding-coat,  pantaloons,  waistcoat, 
and  hat;  also  a  pair  of  handsome  boots,  whip,  && 
At  the  expiration  of  four  days  she  was  back  again, 
having  perlbrined  her  commission  to  the  letter; 
and  the  robber-tailor's  measure  answered  so  ex- 
actly, that  the  clothes  fitted  me  in  the  completest 
manner. 

"  I  was  now  completely  equippetl,  and  had  like- 
wise obtained  correct  information  respecting  the 
departure  of  the  coaches,  so  tliat  I  knew  exactly 
how  to  proceed.  She  also  gave  me  a  direction 
where  to  find  her  friends,  in  case  I  entered  the 
town  in  the  evening,  and  where  I  might  be  con- 
cealed all  night,  taking  care  to  secure  myself  a 
place  in  the  coach  for  the  following  morning. 

"  I  sent  the  woman  back  with  the  clothes  the 
next  day,  with  directions  to  leave  them  with  her 
firiends  until  I  arrived;  for  I  thought  it  would  look 
suspicious  to  see  a  gentleman  farmer,  or  squire, 
well  dressed  and  a-foot  upon  the  high  road. 

"  The  next  day,  after  dinner,  I  bade  adieu 
once  more  to  my  friends,  the  outlaws,  having  ex- 
changed my  priest's  disguise  for  a  labourer's  cos- 
tume, which,  with  a  slouched  hat,  afforded  a  better 
disguise.  Putting  up  a  prayer  to  Heaven,  I  set 
oft",  and  made  my  way  through  the  forest,  as  my 
comrades  had  directed  me.  I  had  a  good  strong 
oak  cudgel  in  my  hand,  and  knew  well  how  to  use 
it :  this,  however,  would  not  defend  me  against  a 
party  of  cavalry  or  policemen,  the  only  enemies  I 
was  fearful  of  meeting.     All  I  prayed  for,  was  to 
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spared  the  necessity  of  fighting  again,    and 

'  ing  obliged  to  kill  a  fellow-creature,  even  in 

f-defence ;  for  I  Itnew,  if  I  were  taken,  I  should 

-her  suffer  death  ufton  the  scaffold,  or  be  trans- 

•rted  for  life. 

"  I  walked   on  smartly  until  evening,  and  was 
rawing  near  the   town,  having  met  several  per- 
jns  of  various  descriptions,  particularly  a  man  on 
orseback,    whom  I    knew,    from  his  appearance, 
o  be  a  policeman  ;  hut  no  one  attempted   to  mo- 
est  tne.     My  way  now  lay,  for  a  couple  of  miles, 
ilong  the  turnpike  road,    antl   I  felt   the  utmost 
anxiety  to  get  over  it,   when    I  was    to   turn   to 
my  left  up  a  by-path,  which  led  to  the  outskirts 
of    the  town,    being  the    route   pointed  out  by 
llje  woman.     When  there,  I  turne<l  into  it  with  a 
lighter    heart,   congratulating    myself  on    having 
accomplished  Uie  most  dangerous  portion  of  my 
journey ;  and  slackened  my  pace  a  little,    having 
pushed  on   with  all  my  ^iend  whilst  on  the  high- 
way.    On  my    left  was  a  fine  luxuriant  crop  of 
oats,  almost  ripe,  fenced  from  the  road  by  a  low 
hedge  of  furze;  and,  feeling  exhausted  and  out  of 
breath,  I  paused  for  a  few  minutes  to  admire  the 
richness  of  its  growth.     Lucky,  indeetl,  was  it  for 
me  that  I  was  thus  attracted ;   for,  if  I  had  walked 
6fiy  |iaces  farllier,  I  should  have  been  surrounded 
with   meadows  which   had  been    recently  mown ; 
nxid  the  he<iges  were  so  thin,  not  a  spot  could  be 
found  to  hide  a  cat,   much   less  a  man.     Whilst 
tiius  occupied,   I  heard  the  distinct  trampling  of 
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horses;  and,  looking  forward,   beheld  a  party  of 
some  half-score  troopers,  advancing  towards  me  at 
full  trot.    I  instantlj- jumped  over  the  hedge,  aiii 
ran  along  until   I  got  to  the  side  adjoining  die 
grass  field.     I  then  crawled  into  the  thickest  part 
of  the  oats,  and  lay  flat  upon  my  belly,  first  throw- 
ing off  my  hat.     My  terror,  during  the  time  tber 
were  passing,  was  indescribable :   I  knew,  if  they 
got  a  glimpse  of  me,   I  should  be  seized  and  ex- 
amined, and  then  there  was  no  hope   of  escape. 
One  of  them,  as  he  went  by,  addressing  himself 
to    the   lieutenant   who   commanded    the   partr, 
said, — 

"  *  I  have  heard,  your  honour,  that  the  remains 
of    Ben   Bradshaw's   gang  are    hid    in    the  oak 
forest  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  only  five  or  six 
miles  off;  and  that  they  are  robbing  and  plum 
ing  in  this  neighbourhood  again.' 

"  *  I  heard  so  too,'  replied  die  officer;  ♦  andlt 
is  there  I  mean  to  go.' 

"  '  God  be  praised,'  said  I  to  myself,  « tliat  I 
quitted  those  fellows  when  I  did ;  for,  since  their 
retreat  is  known,  they  will  be  watched,  and  soon 
taken.' 

"  All  this  time  I  was' in  a  cold  sweat ;  for,  as  I 
looked  up,  I  could  discern  the  heads  of  the  horse^ 
men  through  the  tops  of  the  oats,  and  only  won- 
der how  I  escaped  being  seen  by  them. 

"  This  incident  alarmed  me  so,  that  I  was  for 
some  minutes  quite  unmanned,  and  unable  to 
move ;  I  tlierefore  turned  over  on  my  side,  and  lay 
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^l«flecling  how  lucky  I  had  boon,  and  offering  up  my 
^^arayers  to  Heaven  for  my  escape.  When  somewhat 
^^kcovered,  I  rose  and  continued  on  my  journey.  It 
^^vas  now  almost  dusk  ;  but   I  liad  not  made  more 

ftJian  twenty  paces  before  I  saw  two  stout  fellows. 
botli  with  sticks  in  their  hands,  coming  tOM-ards 
me.  I  took  courage,  and  walked  boldly  on,  de- 
r  terniined  to  say  nothing  to  tliem,  unless  they  spoke 
^  first ;  and,  if  they  attempted  to  stop  me,  lo  give 
^Bjbem,  what  I  knew  I  could  do,  namely,  a  good 
^^beating.  When  we  got  near  to  each  other,  they 
,  %alutcd  me  in  Irish,  and  I  answered  them  with  the 
^^bccustomed  friendly  reply,  but  without  stopping. 
^^  ''  On  seeing  this,  one  of  them  called  to  me,  sav- 
^ing  that  I  had  a  suspicious  look,  and  he  must 
^Hbiow  who  and  what  I  was.  You  must  under- 
^8tand,  gentlemen,"  said  tlie  captain,  "  that  in  those 
times  there  was  a  set  of  men  in  Ireland,  worse  than 
robbers,  who  were  employed  by  the  government 
^^^  find  out  rebels  and  distiflected  persons,  and  who 
P^bave  tliemselves  been  the  cause  of  nmcli  strife  and 
bloodshed. 

"  I  immediately  knew  these  fellows  to  be  spies, 
and  quickly  decideil  in  my  own  mind  how  to  act. 
1  replied,  I  was  lui  honest  man,  going  peaceably  to 
the  town;  and  that,  as  I  knew  of  no  right  or  pri- 
vilege he  had  to  stop  people  on  the  highway,  if  he 
attempte<i  to  interfere  with  me,  he  must  look  to 
lite  consequences ;  for  I  should  suffer  no  one  to 
arrest  or  examine  me,  except  a  public  officer, 
legally  aulliorised. 
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"  '  Oh  ! '  sdd  he,  •  we'll  soon  show  you  how  we 
stop  suspicious  fellows  like  you ; '  and  up  he  came, 
flourishing  his  cudgel,  and  aiming  a  blow  at  my 
head.  I  parried  it,  and  returned  one  that  laid  him 
at  my  feet ;  and  his  friend,  who  came  to  his  as- 
sistance, soon  followed  him.  They  attempted  to 
rise,  but  I  repeated  my  blows  about  the  arms  and 
legs,  until  I  maimed  them  so,  they  roared  out  for 
mercy.  I  then  went  off  at  a  brisk  gait,  and  before 
it  got  quite  dark,  I  found  myself  in  the  street, 
near  the  house  pointed  out  by  my  female  friend. 
Coming  up  to  the  door,  I  tapped  gently,  and,  to 
my  great  joy,  it  was  opened  by  the  very  wotnan 
herself,  who  said, — 

"'  Go<l  be  with  you,  I'm  glad  you're  come:  for 
I  was  afraid  you  were  taken  by  the  troop  that 
have  just  left  their  quarters  to  search  after  our 
hiding-place,  as  it  is  said.' 

"  I  will  not  detain  you  by  giving  all  the  detaib 

of  my  journey.     I  got  a  seat  in  the  stage,  where  I 

kept  m\'self  to  myselQ  as  the  saying  is,  as  much  as 

possible.     After  the  second  day,  our  passengers 

decreased  ;  others  again  took  their  places ;  and  so 

it  continued  until  we  arrived  at  the  town  where 

I  had  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  catholic 

priest.     Here  I  separated  from  a  very  agreeable 

companion,  who  had  travelled  the  whole  distance 

like  myself;  and  who,  on  parting,  made  an  obsenr> 

ation  which,  had  I  not  |x)ssessed  great   firmneai 

and  command  over  my  features,  might  have  led  to 

unpleasant  consequences.     Taking  my  h<md  and 
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looking  me  full  in  the  face,  he  said  just  as  we 
were  about  to  part,  — 

*' '  You  must  excuse  me,  but  for  the  first  twenty- 
four  hours  after  we  were  in  tlie  coach  together,  I 

took  you  to  be  the  famous  S ,  the  outlaw,  in 

disguise,  you  resemble  the  description  I  read  of 
him  so  much ;  but  after  I  knew  you,  my  mistake 
became  evident,  your  manners  and  conversation 

ing  those  of  an  accomplished  gentleman.' 

"  I  smiled,  and  merely  replied,  that  I  thought 
the  resemblance  by  no  means  a  desirable  one." 

*• '  True,  true, '  said  he ;  '  God  bless  you  !  I 
hope  you  may  have  better  luck  than  he  has  had, 
poor  fellow ! ' 

"  I  thanked  him,  and  lost  no  lime  in  seeking 

t  the  priest,  who  received  me  in  the  kindest 
manner,  gave  me  news  of  my  cousin,  who  lived 
close  by,  and  said  he  would  accompany  and 
introduce  me  to  him. 

"  My  relative,  being  a  very  religious,  honest, 
scrupulous  sort  of  a  man,  it  was  not  until  the 
print  had  shown  him  my  father-confessor's  letter, 
ibing  the  sincerity  of  my  repentance,  that  he 

uld  consent  to  receive  me.  Still  he  was  very 
cold  and  distant,  at  first ;  but  I  was  too  conscious 
of  my  demerits  to  allow  this  to  discourage  me. 
1  began  by  giving  him  the  whole  history  of  my 
life,  amd  by  producing  my  father's  letters  proved 
to  him  satisfactorily  that  I  was  his  cousin. 

**  <  Don't  imagine,'  said  1,  '  that  I  shall  ever 
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attempt  to  bear  the  paternal  name.  I  love  my 
father's  memory  too  ardently  and  sincerely  to  dis- 
grace it  again;  this  act  of  self-denial  shall  con- 
stitute one  part  of  my  penitence.' 

"  At  the  close  of  my  recital,  my  cousin  was 
greatly  affected,  and  he  embraced  me,  exclaiming, 
'  Thank  God  for  this  repentance  and  return  to 
virtue  !  Thy  prayers  have  been  beard  by  the  Matt 
High :  and  1  trust  thy  future  life  shall  be  pure 
and  holy.* 

"  I  then  explained  the  final  purport  of  my  visit, 
with    his    undisputable  title  to   my    fatlier's  rich 
estates.     Ue  presented  me  with  a  handsome  siim 
of  money,  and  letters  of  credit,  enabling  me  to 
draw  for  a  certaui   stipend  annually,  promising 
on  the  recovery  of  my  father's  property  to  provide 
for   me   liberally.      I   remained  a  fortnight  with 
him,  keeping  myself  at  home  as  much  as  possible^ 
and  avoiding    all  sorts   of  company  :    at   length, 
after  receiving  his  blessing,  and  assuring  him  of 
my  gratitude,  I  set  out  for  Dublin,  and  two  days 
after    my  arrival    took   my  passage  in   a    vessel 
bound  for  New  York.     Wlien  tlie  owner  of  ^^J 
ship  understood  from  the  captain  that  I  ^^al^^l 
skilful  seaman,  he  invited  me  to  his  house.    Tliere 
I   met   with   a    Mr.   Bryan,  who  also   gave   me 
pressing  invitations,  the  moment  he  found  I  was 
a  coimlryman  of  his  from  Limerick,  and  recom- 
mended me  strongly   to  his  friend,  with  whom 
I  afterwards  engaged  as  commander  of  one  of 
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bis  vessels.     I  made  several  voyages  for  him,  and 
this  is  the  second  time  I  have  been  to  Canton. 
It  is,  however,  the  last  I  shall  undertake ;  for  I 
saved  some  money,  and  niy  cousin  wTole  me,  just 
before  I  sailed,  that  he  expected  to  be  put  in 
possession  of  the  property  in  the  course  of  tlie 
year    which    has    just     expired.       As    he    will 
certainly  keep  his  word,  and  give  me  a  handsome 
stipend  for  life,  I  have  determined  to  purchase  a 
snug  farm  at  home,  and,  by  living  in  peace  and 
goodwill  with  all  mankind,  to  complete  my  vows 
of  reformation,  and  atone  for  the  offences  of  my 
early  life.     Your  letter,  Mr.  Rrabazon,  lias  caused 
the  wounds  of  my  heart  to  bleed  afresh,  and  my 
conscience  again  accuses  me  of  being  tlie  cause  of 
my  beloved  Ennna's  death.     Gentlemen,"  he  con- 
tinued, "  I  fear  the  horrible  transactions  in  which 
I  have  been  a  jMirtaker  will  wholly  deprive  me  of 
your  sympathy   and    esteem ;    but    Heaven,  who 
knows  the  secrets  of  the  human  soul,  bears  witness 
to  my  sorrow  and  rei>cntance  ! "  So  siiying  he  leant 
bis  head  upon  his  breast,  and  seemed  profoundly 
afl'ected. 

My  guardian  now  rose  and  said,  with  a  friendly 
pressure  of  the  hand,  — 

"  Cheer  up.  captain  !  —  Heaven  is  merciful,  and 
smiles  upon  tliosc  who  repent  sincerely.  We  feel 
a  real  sympatliy  in  your  misfortunes ;  and,  wliilst 
we  deplore  the  force  of  those  evil  passions  which 
blinded  your  better  judgment,  and  plunged  you 
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into  an  abyss  of  vice,  we  cannot  refuse  you  our 
esteem,   for   the   resolute   manner  in  which  jrou 

extricated  yourself  at  the  first  effort  after  you  felt 
the  conviction  of  your  guilt.  A  soul  that  is 
capable  of  such  firmness  can  never  be  lo6t;  for 
guilt  cannot  take  root  where  the  attributes  of 
divinity  and  truth  have  once  fixed  their  abode. 
Console  yourself,  sir,  with  what  God  has  promised 
to  those  who  repent  sincerely;  and  accept  the 
ardent  wishes  of  myself  and  my  son  for  vour 
eternal  happiness  and  welfare." 

He  was  moved,  and  embraced  us  affectionately, 
saying,  — 

"  Adieu,  my  coimtrymcn  !  You  have  poured  tlie 
balm  of  consolation  into  a  guilty  soul,  and  taught 
me  how  to  estimate  the  means  it  {xtssesses  of 
becoming  pure  and  virtuous.  May  Heaven's 
blessings  attend  you  !  " 

After  giving  him  another  hearty  shake  of  the 
hand,  and  making  him  promise  to  write  to  us  by 
the  ships  of  the  next  season,  we  returned  home. 

As  we  strolled  onwards,  1  remarked  to  my 
guardian,  that  of  all  the  histories  we  had  heard  in 
our  travels,  the  captain's  seemed  the  most  replete 
with  incident. 

"  Yes !"  replicfl  my  guardian,  "  and  of  a  kind 
not  very  flattering  to  humanity.  Such  examples 
tend  to  show  the  extreme  frailty  of  human  nature. 
He  who  had  religion,  firmness,  courage,  and  every 
good  quality  that  distinguishes  great  men  in  times 
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of  danger  and  difficultj^,  could  not  brook  the  idea 
of  poverty  or  the  thoughts  of  dependence !  He 
spurned  from  him  the  generous  offers  of  disinterested 
love  and  friendship  ;  and,  filled  with  pride,  vanity, 
and  revenge,  became  the  victim  of  his  own 
weakness  and  imprudence  !  What  a  paradox  is 
man  !  To-day,  he  braves  the  fury  of  a  lion ;  and 
to-morrow,  is  subdued  by  the  smiles  of  sycophants, 
or  the  charms  of  an  artful  woman  !  Remember,  my 
•on,  to  be  firm  at  all  times !  He  who  would  be 
truly  virtuous  must  be  constantly  on  his  guard, 
and  never  let  the  ebullitions  of  passion  subdue  his 
reason.  From  thecommencement  of  the  captain's 
8tor}',  no  one  would  have  imagined  it  possible 
for  him  to  have  become  a  robber  and  an 
outlaw. 

I  returned  to  my  lodgings  much  edified  by  the 
captain's  history,  which  I  immediately  committed 
to  my  journal.  My  business  being,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, not  always  very  pressing,  I  amused  myself 
with  taking  notes  of  the  religion,  laws,  mannere, 
customs,  &C.  of  the  Chinese  nation;  which  I  found 
to  correspond  so  exactly  wiili  tiie  accounts  published 
on  the  subject,  that  1  will  not  repeat  what  would 
appear  copied  from  a  printed  description.  It  will 
suflBce  to  say,  that  every  thing  related  of  the 
government  of  China,  its  despotic  character,  severe 
penal  laws,  and  the  venality,  superstition,  com- 
mercial industry,  frugality,  economy,  and  activity 
of  the  people,  as  well  as  their  intolerance,  vanity, 
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effeminacy,  and  contempt  of  all  other  nations, 
is  strictly  correcL  In  their  public  document^ 
they  treat  tlie  rest  of  the  world  as  barbarians; 
and  foreigners  are  not  permitted  to  travel  through 
their  countrj',  or  to  hold  intercourse  with  the 
female  sex.  Those  who  trade  to  Canton  are  con- 
sequently confined  to  a  certain  part  of  the  suburbs 
of  the  city  set  apart  for  them. 

Many  books  have  been  written  on  their  extra- 
ordinary manners,  customs,  policy,  &c- ;  and 
most  authors  have  condemned  them  as  being 
repugnant  to  wise  policy,  and  the  system  of  modern 
civilization  adopted  in  Europe.  I  hope  they 
don't  mean  to  recommend  the  sanguinary  philam- 
thropy  and  liberal  atheistical  principles  of  the  pro- 
paganda. The  policy  of  a  nation,  whose  soil, 
climate,  productions,  religion,  and  m&r.ners  are 
80  totally  op[iosite  to  those  of  Europe,  ought  not 
to  be  condemned  without  a  fair  examination; 
especially  when  we  know  from  well-authenticated 
chronicles,  that  the  Chinese  were  acquainted  not 
only  with  most  of  the  arts  which  indicate  a  state 
of  high  civilisation,  bnt  also  with  the  use  of  gun- 
powder and  artillery,  a  thousand  years  before  we 
emerged  from  the  trammels  of  barbarism.  No- 
thing but  a  wise  government,  and  laws  well  adapted 
to  the  religion  and  customs  of  the  nation,  and  the 
alimnte  and  productions  of  their  country,  could 
possibly  have  held  such  an  extensive  empire  toge- 
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The  best  proof  of  the  wisdom  and  solidity  of  a 
government  is  its  durability.  It  is,  also,  the 
strongest  testimony  that  can  be  ofFere<l  of  the  re- 
ligious character  and  industrious  habits  of  the 
people.  Upon  these  fundamental  principles, 
which  are  conformable  to  wisdom,  truth,  and  ex- 
perience, the  government  of  China  may  be  cited 
as  the  wisest  of  the  earth. 

Their  policy  in  regard  to  foreign  nations  is 
another  strong  evidence  of  their  wisdom,  in  pro- 
hibiting a  free  access  to  travellers,  speculative 
philosophers,  and  politicians,  who,  though  they 
might  not  be  able  to  revolutionize,  would  greatly 
disturb  the  peace,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  the 
empire,  by  diffusing  certain  political  dogmas, 
which  hai'e  already  done  much  mischief  in  Europe. 
Not  that  I  think  it  would  be  easy  to  wean  the 
people  of  China  from  habits  and  customs  whicli 
seem  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  their  climate,  and 
the  genius  and  character  of  the  nation.  They  do 
not  resj)ect  what  we  style  the  laws  of  nations,  never 
acknowledging  any  diplomatic  characters,  except 
from  those  nations  who  pay  them  tribute,  and  send 
an  ambassador  with  it ;  or  to  oiler  terms  of  peace 
or  war,  when  any  dispute  has  occurred  between 
their  subjects. 

The  climate  is  fine,  the  country  rich  and  pro- 
ductive. Indeed  it  has  the  advantage  of  one  rare 
production,  I  mean  tea,  the  leaf  of  a  tree  peculiar 
to  the  country ;  and  which  has  become  not  only  a 
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luxury,  but  a  necessary,  to  the  greater  portion  of 
the  civilised  world. 

I  lived  many  years  in  that  country ;  and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  privation  of  female  society, 
they  might  be  accounted  among  the  happiest  of 
my  life. 
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It  would  appear  that  the  vagrant  and  unsettled 
mode  of  life  I  had  hitherto  pursued  was  shortly 
destined  to  receive  a  pcrinanent  check,  hi  con- 
sequence of  a  private  misunderstanding  with  the 
new  admiral  sent  out  to  command  our  fleet  on  the 
Indian  station, — the  details  of  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  lay  before  the  reader, —  I  was  induced 
to  resign  my  appointment  of  naval  commissary. 
After  some  little  deliberation  my  guardian  con- 
sented to  accompany  me  in  a  commercial  voyage 
to  Siberia;  and  the  peninsula  of  Kamschatka  was 
selected  for  our  first  visit.  We  immediately  set 
about  carrying  our  plan  into  execution,  and  pur- 
chased a  vessel,  which  was  freighted  with  whatever 
we  thought  might  prove  acceptable  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  those  dreary  regions  whither  we  were 
bound. 

In  due  time  we  anchored  in  the  harbour  of 
Su  Peter  and  St.  Paul ;  and  after  disposing  ad- 
vantageously of  the  cargo  we  had  brought  with  us, 
and  reshipping  its  produce,  which  principally  con- 
sisted of  valuable  furs  for  England,  we  recom- 
menced our  travels  overland,  wiili  the  intention  of 
pushing  through  a  tract  of  country  some  thousand 
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miles  in  extent,  until  we  reached  the  capital  of  the 
immense  Russian  empire. 

Tlie  whole  surface  of  the  country  being  co- 
vered with  a  thick  crust  of  frozen  snow,  we  gladly 
adopted  the  mode  of  travelling  usual  among  the 
natives  of  Kamschatka,  and  hired  a  couple  of 
sledges  drawn  by  dogs.  The  novelty  of  this  plan, 
as  well  as  the  amazing  celerity  with  which  the 
docile  animals  conveyed  us  from  station  to  station, 
proved  a  source  of  much  pleasurable  excitement; 
and  our  little  carriages  presented  so  singular  an 
appcaiance  as  to  merit  a  particular  description. 

If  the  reader  pictures  to  himself  an  oblong 
ket,  about  four  feet  in  length,  and  eighteen  ini 
broad,  composed  of  wicker  work  and  tliin  slips  of 
wood,  open  at  tlie  sides,  and  ornamented  with 
thongs  of  variously  coloured  leather,  he  will  have 
a  very  correct  idea  of  the  body  of  the  machine. 
Its  extremities  are  curved  upwards ;  and  it  resti 
on  a  frame  composed  of  two  parallel  boards,  larger 
than  the  body,  and  about  four  inches  in  breadth. 
Tliese  also  bend  upwards  in  front,  and  are  lashed 
to  the  poles  forming  the  driver's  seat.  The  planks 
answer  the  purpose  of  skates,  and  enable  tlie 
sledge  to  glide  smoothly  over  the  surface  of  the 
snow.  From  the  nature  of  the  materials  used  in 
their  construction,  these  conveyances  are  very  light 
in  proportion  to  their  size;  and  during  the  whole 
of  our  journey  I  never  rode  in  one  that  seemed  to 
weigh  more  than  ten  or  twelve  pounds. 

The  harness  by  which  the  dogs  are  attached  to 
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the  sledge  is  exceedingly  simple;  being  nothing 
more  tliau  a  broad  leathern  strap  passing  under  the 
neck  and  resting  on  the  breast,  whence  traces  con- 
nect it  with  the  machine,  as  in  ordinary  carriages. 

Four  or  five  dogs  is  the  usual  number  harnessed 
to  each  sledge.  Tliey  arc  yoked  two  abreast ;  and 
when  the  fifth  is  used  lie  goes  foremost  as  the 
leader,  and  is  always  the  most  sagacious  and  docile 
of  the  team. 

With  a  single  traveller  besides  the  guide,  or 
when  the  latter  is  alone,  with  luggage  equal  to  his 
own  weight,  they  will  travel  from  sunrise  to  sun- 
set, without  any  other  sustenance  than  a  little  dried 
fish,  tlio  almost  unvarying  fare  of  both  men  and 
dogs.  Their  progress  is  regulated  by  means  of  a 
bent  stick,  ornamented  at  one  end  with  a  number 
of  loose  iron  rings,  which,  by  their  jingling  noise, 
answer  the  purpose  of  bells  to  encourage  tlie  dogs 
and  accelerate  their  speed.  By  striking  his  staff 
upon  the  snow,  the  guide  turns  them  to  the  lefk; 
and  by  a  smart  blow  upon  the  wooden  frame-work, 
he  intimates  his  design  to  proceed  in  the  opposite 
direction.  When,  towards  the  close  of  a  hard  daj-'s 
toil,  the  dogs  begin  to  flag,  and  show  symptoms  of 
Weariness,  he  excites  them  to  renewed  exertions 
by  throwing  the  staff  among  them ;  and  to  recover 
possession  of  it,  as  the  machine  whirls  rapidly 
along,  requires  no  inconsiderable  dexterity,  and  is 
a  most  indispensable  accomplishment  in  a  sledge 
driver.  Should  he  unfortunately  fail  to  do  So,  the 
cunning  animals  immediately  become  aware  of  his 
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mishap,  and  set  off  in  a  direct  line  for  the  nearest 
habitation  or  village,  generally  upsetting  tlie  ve- 
hicle in  their  course,  and  leaving  the  guide  and 
liis  companion  in  the  road,  to  find  their  way  to  the 
next  station  on  foot. 

Our  journey,  however,  was  attended  by  no  in- 
cident of  this  nature.  We  passed  in  safety  over 
the  immense  frozen  plains  that  lay  in  our  route, 
until  having  made  about  two-thirds  of  the  distance 
to  Tobolsk,  wc  lialted  one  evening  at  tJie  ottroff 
or  village  of  Kodinska.  Guides,  dogs,  and  travel- 
lers were  more  or  less  fatigued,  and  all  ravenously 
hungry ;  it  was  therefore  with  no  small  satisfaction 
that  we  followed  our  conductor  towards  a  yourtt, 
or  winter  habitation  of  the  natives,  being  an  ob- 
long square  pit  about  six  feet  deep,  roofed  with 
boards,  and  proportiojied  in  extent  to  the  wants 
of  the  family  destined  to  occupy  it. 

Being  strangers  and  guests  among  a  people  pro- 
verbially hospitable,  in  spite  of  their  extreme  po- 
verty, for  it  has  been  said  of  them,  that  it  would 
be  as  rare  to  find  in  Kamschalka  a  cheat  or  a 
churl  as  a  rich  man,  we  were,  of  course,  ushered 
into  the  residence  of  the  village  chief  or  tat/on.  A 
hole  in  tlie  centre  of  the  roof,  serving  the  triple 
purpose  of  window,  door,  and  chimney,  admitted 
U8  into  his  domicile,  by  means  of  notches  cut  in  the 
trunk  of  a  tree,  fixed  upright  in  the  ground.  On 
reaching  the  bottom,  we  found  ourselves  in  a  spa- 
cious apartment,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  a  low 
platform  of  boards,  well  covered  with  mats  and 
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'^  skins,  that  served  for  seats  and  beds.  The  tem- 
perature of  this  subterraneous  abode  formed  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  bleak  and  frozen  atmo- 
sphere  we  had  just  quitted.  It  was  oppressively 
hot  and  close ;  for  the  guide  having  represented 
us  to  the  worthy  old  tayon  as  foreigners  of  distinc- 
tion, he  piled  a  fresh  supply  of  juniper  fagots  upon 
the  hearth  ;  as  among  these  simple-uiiiided  savages, 
the  magnitude  of  the  fire  is  always  proportioned  to 
their  respect  for  the  guests. 

After  supping  heartily  on  broiled  salmon,  caviare, 
salted  vegetables,  and  preserved  berries  of  a  very 
delicious  flavour,  we  ordered  our  baggage  to  be 
unpacked,  and  distributed  a  small  portion  of 
brandy,  tea,  and  tobacco,  to  each  of  those  pre- 
sent. Our  liberality,  indeed,  extended  to  t!ie 
whole  village;  the  entire  population  of  which, 
men,  women,  and  children,  amounting  in  alt  to 
about  twenty  persons,  had  contrived  to  wedge 
themselves  around  us  in  the  tayon's  yourst. 

Everj'  one  now  looked  happy.  They  imme- 
diately separated  themselves  into  two  parties,  and 
commenced  their  favourite  pastimes  of  reciting 
love  tales,  and  the  dance.  The  latter  was  got  up 
for  the  special  amusement  of  the  strangers  ;  and  a 
space  being  cleared  in  the  centre  of  the  floor,  by- 
forcing  the  women  and  children  to  mount  upon 
the  matted  platform,  a  most  grotesque  exJiibition 
ensued.  Like  all  their  dances,  it  consisted  of  a 
pantomimic  representation  of  adventures  connected 
with  the  cbase.     Five  of  the  younger  men  under- 
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took  to  depict  the  incidents  of  a  bear  hunt,  from 
its  commencement  to  the  slaughter  of  the  game. 
First,  there  were  the  \incoulh  motions  and  ges- 
tures of  the  animal  as  he  ascended  a  tree  in  search 
of  wild  honey,  of  which  the  whole  race  is  immo- 
derately fond ;  next  we  saw  the  cubs  sporting  and 
frolicking  around  their  dam,  as  she  lay  basking  in 
the  sun;  the  hunters  appear  in  sight;  the  game  k 
roused  ;  and  the  performers  attempt  to  imitate  the 
agitation  and  rage  of  the  shaggj'  monster  when 
closely  pressed  and  wounded  by  its  pursuers;  then 
followed  the  dispersion  of  the  cubs ;  the  shouts  of 
the  hunters;  and  finally,  poor  bruin's  dying  groans, 
by  a  simultaneous  yell  from  the  whole  company  — 
perhaps  the  most  correct,  and  certainly  the  most 
intelligible  portion  of  the  entertainment. 

Their  stories,  though  generally  monotonous  and 
uninteresting,  are  not  universally  so.  At  the  dose 
of  our  dramatic  spectacle  I  joined  the  group  of 
listeners,  in  the  centre  of  whom  sat  a  wild-looking 
fellow  with  an  enormous  black  beard,  delighting 
his  attentive  auditors  with  a  tale  of  horrors  illus- 
trating the  fatal  effects  of  jealousy  and  revenge. 
I  remained  but  a  short  time  among  them,  for, 
overpowered  by  drowsiness,  arising  from  the  heat 
of  the  room,  and  previous  fatigue,  I  gladly  retired 
to  the  comfortable  bear-skin  couch,  provided  for 
me  by  the  kindness  of  my  host.  Perceiving,  how- 
ever, on  seating  myself  in  the  sledge  the  next  day, 
that  the  driver  was  no  other  than  the  story-teller 
of  the  previous  evening,  I  managed  to  relieve  the 
tedium  of  a  long  day's  journey  through  a  very 
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flat  uninteresting  country,  by  making  him  repeat 
liis  whole  budget  of  narratives,  as  wc  glided  silently 
over  the  frozen  snow.  One  of  these  tales  is  here 
presented  to  the  reader  in  an  English  dress,  not 
because  the  author  considers  his  translation  to 
poMess  any  poetical  merit,  but  merely  as  a  spe- 
cimen of  the  popular  romantic  fictions  current 
among  the  Kamschatdales. 


THE  FATE  OP  M0R08K0FF. 


'  Stnnger,  beware  I  this  plain  is  bleak, 
A  cold  aad  dismal  road ! 
In  yonder  vale  a  shelter  seek. 
At  Zarskoi's  kind  abode. 


"  The  tempest  rages  ;  fast  the  snow 
Like  Heccy  down  descends ; 
With  hoarser  sound  the  breezes  blow, 
And  blast  with  blast  contends  I 

"  Too  soon  shall  melancholy  night 
Her  sombre  shadows  spread, 
And  cloud  in  gloom  the  feeble  light 
That  fades  above  thy  head. 

"  Come,  then,  whilst  yet  a  last  faint  ray 
Still  glimmers  in  the  west ; 
Turn  from  this  cold  and  dreary  way. 
At  Zarskoi's  cot  to  rest. 

"  Around  him  stately  forests  riae. 
And  lofty  mountains  near 
Their  snow-clad  summits  to  the  skies 
In  awful  grandeur  rear. 
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'•  Imperishable  proofs  sublime 
Of  a  Creator's  sway  ! 
Stupendous  monuments,  tliut  time 
Cao  never  sweep  away. 

"  But  yonder  pUun.  -where  whirlwinds  rage. 
Tempt  not  this  stormy  night ; 
Let  Zorskoi's  cheer  our  toils  assuage. 
His  smiles  our  cares  requite. 

"  What  though  no  splendid  halls  are  thei«. 
Nor  wealth  nor  pomp  liath  he. 
Nor  tables  deck'd  with  costly  fare. 
Nor  aught  of  luxury : 


"  Yet  plenty  on  his  humble  board 
An  ample  stock  bestows ; 
Welcome  to  share  his  frugal  hoard, 
Rough  couch,  but  soft  repose. 

"  Where  truth  and  honour  fix  their  seal. 

How  eloquent  they  sprnk  ! 
Nought  call  their  ardent  Aaine  conceal. 
It  kindles  on  the  cheek. 

"  Refulgent  from  the  monarch's  brows. 
Celestial  are  its  beams; 
The  lowly  peasant  it  endows, 
Great  as  a  king  he  seems. 

**  It  brightens  aged  Zarskoi's  smile. 
And  o'er  his  manly  face 
And  winning  features,  void  of  guile. 
Shines  with  expressive  grace. 
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"  With  kind  and  hospitable  look 
Receives  both  rich  and  poor; 
No  houseless  stranger  e'er  forsook 
The  generous  Zar^oi's  door, 

"  Nor  bolt  nor  bar  that  door  secures, 
But  free  to  all  who  roani ; 
The  &mish'd  dog,  his  bounty  lures. 
Seeks  not  in  vain  a  home. 

"  Though  age  his  cheeks  hath  furro'w'd  deep, 

LAnd  blanch'd  like  snow  his  hair. 
Sweet  smiles  of  pleasure  on  them  sleep. 
And  banish  gloomy  core. 


"  His  breast  ambition  ne'er  hath  fir'd ; 
To  God's  decrees  resign'd, 
He  has  what's  most  to  be  d  esir'd, 
A  cahn  contented  mind." 


STRANGER. 


"  Ah  !  lead  me  to  his  blest  retreat. 
For  fain  would  I  behold 
This  peaceful  cnviubte  seat. 
And  in  mine  arms  enfold 


**  The  roan  so  good,  so  chaste,  so  pure. 
Who  never  felt  the  pain 
The  proud  and  envious  endure, 
And  those  who  covet  gain. 

"  Oh,  courtesy !  thy  charms  divine 
The  purest  joys  iimport,  — 
The  magic  of  thy  smiles  benign 
Enchants  the  way-worn  heart : 
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"  Steals  o'er  the  soni,  and  lalls  to  rest 
Pale  sorrow's  rising  sigh. 
Calms  every  tumult  of  the  breast. 
And  dries  the  tcarfiil  eye." 

Now  all  was  gloomy,  dark,  and  drear,  - 
The  whiiitling  winds  blew  high  ; 

No  moon,  no  s[>arkling  stars  appear,  — 
No  hut,  no  shelter  nigh ; 

Vol  e'en  a  stunted  bush  beapcaka 

The  road  so  wild  and  bare; 
Appalling  sounds,  like  groans  and  shrieks. 

Flit  wild  in  upper  air. 

"  A  horrid  night  I  "  the  driver  said. 

And  shudder'd  as  he  spoke; 
•*  I  saw  a  frightful  stalking  shade. 

And  heard  the  raven  croak  I 

"  Oh !  shield  us,  Heaven!  for  oft  I  ■ 
On  sui'li  a  dismal  night. 
The  ghosts  of  murdered  folk  arc  seca 
In  all  their  gory  plight, 

"  To  show  the  way,  and  falsely  lead 
The  dogs  who  smell  the  blood 
Adown  a  craggy  mountain's  sidei. 
Or  plunge  them  in  a  flood  ! 


"  And  hark  t  what  rumbling  dreadful  sounds 

Burst  harshly  on  the  ear! 
A  climiour  timt  the  storm  confounds. 
Like  falling  waters  ueur." 
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r"  Cease,  coward !  cease  thy  dire  portent !  "* 
The  angry  stranger  cried ; 
"  To  Zarskoi's  cot  our  course  is  bent : 
Or  dar'st  thou  to  deride  ? 

"  Though  heaven  and  hell  should  rise  in  arms. 
Their  terrors  I  defy ! 
Curse  on  thy  womanish  alarms  I 
Were  we  not  bom  to  die  ?  " 

The  timid  driver  bow'd  his  head 

Submissively  in  peace, 
Forced  to  conceal  his  inward  dread. 

Whilst  awful  sounds  increase. 

Loud  roar'd  the  storm,  and  keenly  drore 

Thick  clouds  of  drilling  snow ; 
In  vain  the  active  driver  strove,  — 

He  knew  not  where  to  go. 

A.  dark'ning  whirlwind  round  them  spread 
That  shook  the  troubled  sphere. 

The  dogs,  affrighted,  wildly  fled, — 
Their  guide  no  more  they  hear. 

Swift  o'er  a  nigged  steep  they  rush'd 

Into  a  ravine  deep, 
^Vhereall  the  blustering  winds  secm'd  hush'd. 

And  nature's  self  to  sleep. 
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Men,  dogs,  and  sledge,  together  huri'd 
From  such  a  fearful  height, 

Seeni'd  plung'd  into  a  nether  world, 
Where  reign'd  eternal  night. 
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For  there  immerg'd  in  snow  they  lay. 
And  through  the  depth  profound 

A  cold  blue  mist,  like  Occam's  spray, 
EDCompass'd  them  around. 

Nought  but  a  mountain  torrent's  roar 

Here  mingled  with  the  gale  ; 
Bursting  from  rock  to  rock,  it  bore 

Dull  munuurii  through  the  vale. 

And  then  a  solemn  deathlike  peal 

The  howling  tempest  rung. 
That  made  the  quaking  driver  feel 

As  if  his  dirge  were  sung. 

"  Oh  God ! "  said  he, "  that  precipice  ! 
My  dogs  were  led  astray : 
I  warn'd  thee,  friend,  how  fiends  entice,  — 
Let 's  cross  ourselves,  and  pray." 

"  Hold! "  said  the  stranger,  *•  let  us  rise. 

The  tangled  dogs  release ; 
Despair  not,  and  1  would  advise 
To  leave  tfie  fiends  iu  peace. 

"  Though  I  am  weak,  and  sick,  and  sore. 
My  utmost  strength  I  'II  give  ; 
What 's  done  is  useless  to  deplore,  — 
Thanks  be  to  God,  wc  live  I 

"  Rouse  up  thy  dogs,  there's  nought  to  fear. 
And  ccosc  thy  moaning  strain; 
Perhaps  there  is  u  dwelling  near, — 
Why  should  wc  here  remain  ?" 
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These  words  the  fearful  driver  cheer'd. 

They  ranged  the  dogs  amain ; 
And  now  the  simple  harness  cleor'd, 

Their  route  pursu'd  a^n. 

Slow  by  the  foaming  torrent's  side 
With  cautious  steps  they  went ; 

O'er  rocks,  snow-cover' d,  smoothly  glide 
Along  the  steep  descent. 

To  where  its  waters  gently  spread 

In  branches  far  and  wide. 
Through  Zurskoi's  peaceful  valley  led, 

A  fertilizing  tide. 

There,  safe  upon  its  frozen  stream, 

A  ninding  course  they  uindc, 
When  suddenly  a  cheerful  gleam 
Shot  forth  from  midst  the  shade. 

High  leap'd  the  dogs,  they  snufT'd  the  wind. 
Their  guide  no  more  they  heed  ; 

But,  swifler  far  than  hunted  hind, 
Urge  on  their  eager  speed. 

A  noisy  pack,  whose  howling  cries 

The  mountains  round  rcpell ; 
With  shriller  notes  Echo  replies, 

And  bears  their  piercing  yell 


Far  on  the  winds ;  the  frighted  hare 
Starts  from  her  hiding  place. 

And  prowling  wolves  the  while  forbear 
Their  sanguinary  chase. 
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But  lo  1  yon  feeble,  flaring  light. 
Beams  forth  with  friendly  ray. 

Gladdens  the  dismal  shades  of  night. 
And  guides  them  on  their  way. 


'T  was  Zarskoi's  lamp  illumed  the  (]ark,— 

The  driver's  heart  beat  high  ; 
The  springing  dogs,  with  livelier  bark. 

Announced  the  cottage  nigh. 

And  now,  behold !  the  weary  guest 

Arriv'd  at  Zarskoi's  door. 
And  Zarskoi  clasps  him  to  his  breast. 

Though  never  seen  before. 


^ 


"  Enter,"  said  he,  "  and  with  us  share 
Our  shelter  and  repose ; 
For  yonder  plain  is  cold  and  bare. 
And  keen  the  tempest  blows. 

"  Here  rest  thy  wcarj-  limbs  from  toil. 

From  cares  relax  thy  mind  ; 

Free  from  all  dangers  and  turmoil. 

To  peace  thy  breast  resign'd : 

"  In  mirth,  nnd  song,  and  fairy  tales. 
Long  nights  shall  glide  away ; 
Nor  shalt  thou  fed  the  chitUng  gales 
Which  cloud  the  lace  of  day. 


The  best  i  have  I  freely  give 
To  those  who  seek  my  cot; 

In  peace  with  at]  mankind  1  live. 
And  bless  mine  humble  lot." 
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The  feeble  stranger,  lost  in  thought. 
Some  titiie  on  Znrskoi  gazed  ; 

Id  rapture  then  his  hand  he  raught. 
And  said  "  Great  God  be  praised ! 


"  A  pious,  upright  man  I've  found  — 
Here  shall  my  torments  end : 
Here  luy  my  bones  in  the  cold  ground, 
My  soul  to  heaven  cumuicnd. 

"  Yes!  gentle  host,  with  thee  I'll  bide. 
Blest  be  thy  cheerful  song  ! 
But,  ah  I  uiy  sorrows  how  to  hide, 
Amidst  thy  jovial  throng  ! 

"  And  mucli,  I  few,  my  mournful  air 
Shall,  hke  a  dismal  clouj. 
Thy  s[)ortivc  pinvs  and  [lastimes  fiur 
With  gloomy  shade  enshroud. 

"  Zurskoi,  thy  gracious  words  entice 
They  proffer  peace  of  mind  ; 
But  how  a  soul,  deep  stain'd  with  vice. 
From  goading  pongs  unbind  ? 

"  For  I'  ve  a  wound,  that  rankles  sore 
Within  my  tortured  heart ; 
No  balm  can  sooth  the  canker 'd  core. 
No  charm,  allay  iu  smart !" 


XARSKOI. 


H  Ho  ci 

I  **  Thou  son  of  sorrow,  tell  to  me 

H  The  grief  that  rcndt  thy  heart ; 

H  Full  cruel  must  the  anguish  be 

H  Which  thou  canst  not  impart. 

1^ : 
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"  For  oft,  at  sympathy's  behest, 
I'  ve  seen  e'en  fell  despair 
Forsake  a  harden'd  sinner's  breast. 
And  melt  his  soul  in  prayer  I 

"  Come  then,  unbend  thy  carc-wom  brow. 
Since  hope  despair  can  tame ; 
Here's  curds  and  milk  fresh  from  the  cow. 
With  berries,  fish,  and  game. 

"  Eat  and  be  joyful ;  banish  spleen. 
Thy  gloomy  cares  suppress'd. 
Pray,  and  thy  thoughts  shall  be  serene  : 
The  penitent  are  bless'd. 

"  Here  stays  a  monk  who  once,  'tis  said. 
Was  sad  and  sinful  too ; 
Four  years  of  penance  strict  he  made. 

And  now  he  lives  anew. 

"  To  him  thy  heavy  crime  confess  — 
H  c  shall  for  mercy  plead 
To  God,  thy  contrite  heart  to  bless. 
And  wipe  away  the  deed." 

STRANGER. 

"  Kind  host,  thy  sympathy  inspires 
Sweet  hope  and  confidence ; 
Oh !  tell  the  monk  my  soid  requires 
His  aid  to  penitence. 


"  Worn  down  with  sickness,  toil,  and  care, 
1  sink  into  the  grave; 
His  holy  unction  let  him  share, 
A  sinful  man  to  save." 
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This  said,  the  sickly  stranger's  sighs 
Were  mourntul,  lonj;,  and  deep ; 

Though  moibt  with  unguisli  were  his  eyes, 
Aius  !  he  could  not  weep. 

And  then  a  chiily  tremor  shook 

His  ugitalcd  fruinc : 
He  gazed  around  with  fmntic  look. 

Until  the  friar  cuine. 

Then  falling  on  his.  knees,  he  cried, 
"  A  guilty  wretch  behold ! 
Oh  1  father,  [jray  thee  by  luy  side. 
Whilst  I  niy  crime  unfuld ! 

"  To  thee  relate  the  dreadful  talc : 
My  trespass  thou  shall  know ; 
The  pangs  my  conscience  oh  assail. 
The  cause  of  all  my  woe, 

"  Know,  then,  that  I  am  nobit  born. 
That  wealth  and  lands  w  ere  muie ; 
And  all  the  charms  which  life  adorn. 
Around  me  seem'd  to  shine. 

**  A  wife  I  had,  whose  angel  face 
The  mirror  seun'd  of  truth  ; 
A  form,  imbued  with  every  grace. 
With  beauty,  wit,  and  youth. 

"  But,  all !  a  foul,  deceitful  heart 
Dwelt  iu  that  lovely  shrine; 
Fondling  she  pla^'d  a  double  port : 
Moroskoff!  she  was  thine. 
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"  Thine,  monster !  who  escaped  the  i 
That  gored  her  hateful  breast ; 
Pardon,  oh,  God !  but  still  I  fed 
Revenge  had  made  me  blest. 

"  Nay,  start  not  Pother ;  she  is  dead. 
But  him  I've  sought  in  vain. 
He  who  defiled  his  uncle's  bed ; 
My  nephew  brought  the  stain 

"  Of  murder  on  my  guilty  soul : 
By  furious  passion  led, 
Nought  could  the  deadly  stroke  control. 
Else  ne'er  had  woman  bled 

"  By  my  revengeful  erring  hand  : 
'Twas  at  his  breast  1  sped ; 
But,  losing  all  my  self-command, 
The  thrust  laid  Bertha  dead. 


"  Five  years,  with  burning  vengeance  fraught. 
And  poniard  in  my  hand. 
The  traitor's  heart  I've  vainly  sought 
Through  c-vcry  foreign  land ; 

"  Till  sick  and  sinking  fast  in  death  — 
Ah  1  holy  father  stay  ! 
Hear  me  repent  with  my  last  breath. 
And  teach  me  how  to  pray ! 


I 


"  How  His  forgiveness  to  obtain. 
Who  soon  my  soul  shall  free 
From  all  the  cruel  bonds  which  chain 
"      '   *o  mortality." 
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This  said,  he  paused  ;  and  for  a  while 

The  heedful  Friar  sccmM 
Confused  and  sad  ;  a  languid  smile 

Then  o'er  his  features  bennied  I 

But  whilst  the  stranger  told  his  tale 
The  Monk's  ex|iressive  mien 

Wos  fluhh'd  like  fire,  or  wild  and  pale, 
And  troubled  thoughts  were  seen 

To  agitate  his  breast :  he  sigh'd, 
And  thus  the  silence  broke :  — 
"  Thy  Bertha  innocently  died : 
May  God  thy  crime  revoke  I 

"'T  was  jealousy  thy  mind  beguiled  ; 

For,  wretched  sinner,  know, 

Moroskoff  ne'er  thy  bed  defiled, 

Thy  wife  was  pure  as  snow. 

"  Moroskoff  loved  thy  wife's  fair  friend; 
For  him  did  Bertha  plead ; 
To  AHnna  his  fond  love  commend 
And  well  did  she  succeed. 


"  When  frcnxy  urged  thy  cruel  glaive 
Her  guiltU'H>>  blood  to  shed; 
Charged  with  the  crime,  thy  life  to  save, 
Moroskoff  quickly  fled. 


'  Though  fair  appearance  guard  thy  fame 

Still  art  thou  discontent ; 
And  to  these  dUtant  regions  came 
With  murderous  intent. 
K  2 
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^^k                        "  But,  now,  Moroskolf  here  behold  ! 

^^M                              Before  thine  eyes  he  stands ; 

^H                           False  is  the  talc  that  thou  hnst  told ! 

^H                                 Uh  !  rai:3U  thy  blood-stain' J  huiids 

^H                       "  To  Heaven,  whilst  I  beside  thee  kneel. 

^H                                And  ask  in  fervent  prayer 

^H                           Of  Ood  thy  penitence  to  sei^  — 

^H                                Thy  guilty  soul  to  spare  ! 

^H                        "  Four  years,  in  strict  seclusion  dwelt. 

^H                                  On  the  cold  ground  I've  laid  ; 

^^B                            And  ever  at  the  cross  I  knelt. 

^H                               And  fasted,  wept,  and  pray'd. 

^^B                        "  In  pure  devotion  found  a  balni. 

^^m                               To  heal  the  wounds  of  love; 

^H                             The  cowl  received,  a  blessed  calm 

^^                                That  came  from  Heaven  above. 

i 

"  Now  reigns  within  my  tranquil  breast : 

All  worhlly  cares  arc  o'er ; 

E'en  proud  uuibttion  's  lull'd  to  rest 

'                                       Since  Minna  is  no  more !" 

The  stranger  long  the  Friar  eyed. 

[                                       As  if  o'erwhclm'd  with  grief: 

"  Art  thou  Moroskoff?"  then  he  cry'd  ; 

"  Corae,  let  thy  prayer  be  brief." 

With  jealous  ire  his  visage  glow'd. 

1                                        And,  {•ojning  strength  once  more,' 

\                                   In  his  uplifted  hand  he  show'd. 

L    -""""'     , 
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That  made  the  host  and  Friar  start ; 

And  all  the  guests  around 
Shriek'd  as  it  struck  Moroskoff's  heart ! 

It  was  a  mortal  wound. 

He  gave  a  groan,  and  lifeless  fell ; 

The  Stranger,  smiled  aghast 
And  said,  "  Oo,  villain,  down  to  hell : 

The  deed  I've  done  at  last. 

"  One  weapon  served  ye  both ;  but  thou ! 
A  traitor's  death  is  thine  I 
1 '  ve  found  thee,  and  pcrform'd  my  vow  : 
And  sweet  revenge  is  mine." 

Then  with  a  scornful,  horrid  frown 

The  throning  guests  defied  ( 
Threw  the  blood-reeking  poniard  down, 

Said, "  Mercy,  Hcavenj  "  and  died. 
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my  rudeness  by  the  mistress  of  the  house  near 
horn  I  sat,  wlio  rallied  me,  with  an  arch  smile, 
on  the  state  of  abslraclion  in  whicli  I  appeared  to 
be  sunk. 

"  You  seem  to  take  great  notice  of  my  little 
adopted  daughter?"  said  she.  "  Pray,  what  do 
you  find  in  her  so  attractive  ?" 

"  My  dear  Madam,"  I  replied :  "  the  heart 
Vust  indeed  be  cold  and  insensible  that  could 
remain  indifferent  to  llie  presence  of  so  much 
loveliness ;  yet  it  is  not  the  beauty  alone  of  your 
adopted  daughter  which  has  fixed  my  regards,  but 
her  almost  perfect  resemblance  to  a  lady  now  no 
more,  and  once  the  object  of  my  tenderest 
affection."  She  answered  that  she  rejoiced  at 
the  circumstance :  hoping  tliat  it  woidd  induce  me 
to  visit  them  more  frequently  ;  — 

"  If  you  really  love  the  lady  in  question, "  she 
continued,  "  you  are  doubtless  affected  at  the  sight 
of  one  who  appears  a  lively  copy  of  the  departed 
iriginal." 

Observing  that  my  countenance  continued  to 
exhibit  traces  of  the  painful  retrospections  which 
intruded  themselves  on  my  thoughts,  she  kindly 
endeavoured  to  dissipate  my  dejection  by  adding 
in  a  more  sportive  vein,  — 

"  You  gentlemen  are  certainly  the  strangest 
creatures  !  so  incurious  !  Here  have  you  been  full 
two  hours  introduce<l  to  a  lady  for  whom  you 
express  the  most  rapturous  admiration,  without 
once  attempting  to  ascertain  her  name  !  Now,  had 
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I  been  conversing  with  one  of  my  own  sex,  in  ten 
short  minutes  she  would  liave  elicited  that,  and  a 
score  of  little  interesting  facts  besides.  Listen,  and 
you  shall  know  all;  thougli,  to  judge  from  your 
countenance,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  bespeak 
your  attention,  Daria  is  an  orphan.  Her  parents, 
though  respectable,  were  poor ;  and,  at  first,  we 
adopted  her  purely  from  motives  of  compassion ; 
but  as  she  grew  towards  womanhood,  and  h^ 
amiable  disposition  nnfulded  itself,  she  so  won 
upon  our  affections,  that  we  have  long  ceased  to 
look  u\yon  her  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  belored 
child.  The  same  edncation  and  accomplishments 
were  bestowed  on  her  as  on  our  own  Henneka. 
whose  affection  for  her  foster-sister  cannot  have 
escaped  your  observation,  nor  the  warmth  with 
wliich  it  is  returned." 

I  replied  by  expressing  my  conviction  that  the 
consciousness  of  liaving  been  instrumental  in  pre- 
serving so  much  virtue  and  merit  from  the  dan- 
gers inseparable  from  a  state  of  indigence  must 
afford,  to  a  mind  like  hers,  an  ample  recompcnce 
for  all  its  generous  cares.     And,  indee<l,  the  senti- 
ments she   exjircsscd   were  sincere   and   unexag- 
gerated.  None  ever  conversed  with  Daria,  without 
being  sensible  that  personal  beauty  was  her  least 
endowment ;  while  the  reciprocal  afl'ection  existing 
between  these  lovely  young  women,  and  the  im- 
partial distribution  of  their  favours  which  marked 
the  conduct  of  the   parents,  were  the  theme  of 
eulogium  with  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  their 
acqi'  % 
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Several  days  elapsed  after  this  interview  before 

felt  my  usual  composure ;  and  the  image  of  the 
beautiful  orphan  now  toolt  entire  possession  of  my 
thoughts.  1  dwell  willi  ardour  on  those  expres- 
sive features,  whence  the  soul  of  life  seemed  to 
beam  forth,  and  whicii  effected  me  with  mingled 
emotions  of  admiration  and  regret. 

During   the   period   wc  remained  at  Tobolsk, 

which  was  upwards  of  three  months,  accident,  as 

Lowell  as  inclinalion,  frotjueutly  threw  me  into  the 

cietj'  of  llie  fair  Siberian  ;  and  every  succeeding 
visit  but  served  to  unfold  sonie  fresh  charm  of 
mind  or  person,  and  to  rivet  more  firmly  the 
mysterious  connection  that  seemed  to  bind  my 
>ul  to  hers.  My  attentions  were  evidently  not 
indifferent  to  her;  and  it  may  be  supposed  I 
availed  myself  of  these  favourable  opportunities  to 
obtain  from  her  that  confession  which  every  lover 
is  anxious  to  draw  from  his  mistress.  It  was  given 
wiih  an  innocent  simplicity,  that  enhanced  the 
value  of  the  acknowledgment  a  thousand  fold ;  and 
whilst,  pressing  her  to  my  heart,  I  poured  forth 
the  sentiments  of  eternal  love  and  attachment, 
which  filled  my  enamoured  soul,  her  timidity 
rat  80  great,  tliat  it  was  with  difficulty  she  replie<l 
to  my  passionate  entreaties.  Wlicn  I  urged  her  to 
consent  to  our  spee<ly  union  by  arguments  founded 
not  only  on  the  impatience  of  an  ardent  lover,  but 
also  on  the  necewity  of  prosecuting  our  journey 
whilst  the  snow  continued  sulBcienlly  hard  to  bear 
tbewciglu  of  the  carriagesjshesank  upon  my  bosom, 
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and  softly  murmured  "  Dear  Walter,  my  heart 
is  thine  !  let  the  rest  be  as  yourself  and  my  parents 
may  determine." 

After  this  assurance,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
paint  the  transports  I  experienced,  arising  from 
the  conseiousnt'ss  of  being  beloved  by  Daria,  and 
the  prospect  tlial  we  sho'^ild,  ere  long,  be  indis- 
soUibly  iiiiiled  in  the  silken  cords  of  matrinionv: 
for  I,  who  write  of  my  bonds  after  having  worn 
them  some  years,  may  be  allowed  to  use  that  ex- 
pression. Feeling  thus  secure  of  the  affections  of 
my  mistress,  it  will  naturally  be  concluded  that 
I  lost  no  time  in  making  a  formal  proposal  of 
marriage  to  lier  friends ;  who,  it  must  be  presumed, 
had  the  welfare  of  their  be.iutiful  prot6g6  too  much 
at  heart  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  her 
being  respectably  mai-riedand  settle<l  in  life.  But, 
the  great  master  of  the  human  heart  has  well  ob- 
served, — 

"  The  course  of  true  love  never  did  run  smooth ;" 

and  I  was  destined  lo  experience  opposition  in 
that  very  quarter  where  nothing  but  the  most 
cheerful  comph'ance  could  have  been  anticipated. 
.'  .Among  the  families  with  whom  my  long  re- 
sidence at  Tobolsk  had  brought  me  acquainted, 
.was  that  of  General  Norenski,  the  governor  of  the 
cilgr,  at  whose  house  I  had  always  experienced 
marks .  of  the  most  friendly  regard.  Personal 
yamty  (Could  never  be  justly  charged  upon  my 
character ;  yet  it  was  impossible  not  lo  perceive 
the  pleasure  One  of  the  daugliters  affi?cted  in  my 
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company.  Tlie  mother,  also,  incessantly  lectured 
me  on  lier  superior  accomplishments,  her  skill  in 
embroidery,  and  talents  for  house-keeping,  both 
of  which  hold  a  distinguished  place  in  the  educa- 
tion of  Russian  ladies.  In  short,  they  seemed  to 
have  set  their  caps  at  me.  My  alTections  were, 
however,  already  so  deeply  engaged,  that  I  re- 
mained, for  a  long  time,  insensible  to  the  object 
of  tliese  manueuvres.  Even  Daria's  protectreet 
appeared,  latterly,  to  seize  every  opportunity  of 
dwelling  upon  the  beauty  and  amiable  disposition 
of  the  governor's  daugiiter;  whilst  she  listened 
with  a  studied  coldness  when  I  attempted  to  tuni 
the  conversation  upon  a  more  grateful  topic  — 
the  perfections  of  my  destined  bride. 

The  whole  secret  was  at  length  revealed  to  me 
by  Duria  herself.  It  appeared  that  her  adopted 
mother  was  the  confidante  of  the  young  lady  who 
had  fixed  her  affections  on  ine;  and  her  husband 
being  dependent,  in  a  great  measure,  for  his  place 
on  the  governor  of  Tobolsk,  they  had  been  in- 
duced, from  motives  of  policy,  to  use  their  utmost 
exertions  to  discourage  my  views  in  any  other 
quarter. 

Matters  went  on  thus  for  some  lime,  until  my 
patience  would  endure  no  longer ;  and  I  prevailed 
upon  my  guardian  to  seek  an  interview  with 
Daria's  adopted  father,  and  ascertain  what  objec- 
tions he  could  have  to  her  marriage  with  me.  He 
returned  an  equivocal  answer,  observing,  "  he 
felt  highly  honoured  by  my  good  intentions ;  but 
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reasons,  not  then  to  be  explained,  impelled  him  to 
decline  my  offer,  at  least  for  the  present." 

When  my  guardian  told  me  this,  I  was  ex- 
tremely angry,  and  mentioned  the  cause. 

"  Go  yourself,"  said  he:  "  make  your  proposals 
in  form  ;  and,  if  he  declines  again,  we  will  petition 
the  authorities  of  the  town,  since  we  can  prove 
that  the  young  lady  hei-self  wishes  the  connec- 
tion." 

The  following  morning,  I  called  on  the  fatl)er 
by  times,  and,  finding  him  alone,  I  made  an  im- 
mediate declaration  of  my  wishes,  and  formally 
demanded  the  hand  of  his  protege  in  mar- 
riage. He  pretended  to  be  greatly  surprised,  and 
remained,  for  some  seconds,  deeply  absorbed  in 
thought.     At  length  he  exclaimed,  abruptly, — 

"  My  God  !  are  you  mad  ?  What !  seek  to  unite 
yourself  with  a  jwor  orphan,  dej>endent  upon  our 
bounty,  whose  birth  and  condition  are  all  inferior? 
For  God's  sake,  recollect  yourself!  This  must  be 
only  the  ctiprice  of  a  moment,  which  hereafter  vou 
will  deeply  regret.  Give  yourself  time  to  reflect. 
Yon,  who  have  visited  all  thecourtsof  Europe,  and 
kepi  the  best  company  in  each,  to  come  to  Si- 
beria and  marry  with  a  poor,  silly  country  jyirl  I 
T^ven  here,  my  friend,  there  are  several  wealthy, 
high-born  ladies,  who  would  be  proud  of  the 
honour  of  your  alliance.  Choose  one  of  them  in 
preference.  I  must  candidly  inform  you  that 
Darta  can  expect  no  fortune  from  me;  and  mvwjfe 
and  daughter  are  so  accustomed  to  her  society, 
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that  I  know  i!ie)'  will  never  consent  to  a  separ- 
.  at  ion.  I  beseecli  you,  therefore,  not  to  press  the 
matter;  und,  when  you  give  yourself  time  to  de- 
liberate, I  think  you  will  decide  dift'erciuly,  and 
not  seek  an  alliuice  so  far  beneath  your  own 
rank." 

After  listening  with  much  patience  to  this  coarse 
and  vulgar  harangue,  which  was  certainly  little 
|f«alculated  to  exalt  the  speaker  in  my  estimation, 
I  briefly  replietl,  that  the  circumstances  to  which 
he  alluded  were  a  subject  for  my  personal  con- 
sideration alone;  that  I  considered  liis  adopted 
cliild  to  be  rich  in  every  mental  and  personal 
accomplishment  which  could  adorn  a  virtuous 
female;  and  that,  as  I  was  myself  a  gentleman, 
by  birth  and  education,  the  woman  I  married, 
however  humble  her  previous  condition,  was  im- 
mediately raised  to  a  rajik  in  society  equal  to 
my  own  ;  and  concluded,  by  declaring,  that  no- 
thing would  compel  me  to  resign  her  hand,  but  a 
positive  assurance  from  herself  that  she  did  not 
wish  the  connection. 

"  Oh  ! "  said  he,  "  she  is  not  such  a  fool  as  to 
refuse  you ;  so,  since  I  see  you  are  I'ully  deter- 
mined on  this  matcli,  I  Avill  consult  my  wife  about 
the  matter,  and  you  must  allow^  me  time  to  sec 
how  we  can  arrange  it." 

I  replie<i,  that  I  had  no  objection  to  a  rea- 
sonable delay,  candidly  reminding  him,  at  the 
same  time,  if  he  did  not  yield  her  by  fair  meanA, 
J  knew  how  to  force  his  compliance,  according  to 
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hpresence  might  have  proved  before  this  eclaircisse- 
mtnt,  he  now  pressed  me  to  remain  and  partake  of 
Tefreshments,  about  which  he  gave  orders  to  an 
attendant.  In  a  few  minutes  after,  tlie  door  again 
opened,  and  she  wlio  was  destined  to  become  the 
day-star  of  my  future  existence  entered,  bearing 
in  her  hand  a  basket  of  dried  fruit.  My  presence 
there  was  evidenlly  unt'Xj)ected,  The  hght  fairy 
step  with  whicli  slie  hnfl  approached  was  instandy 
arrestefl ;  her  cheeks  became  oversjiread  with  die 
deepest  crimson,  and,  laying  down  tlie  basket,  she 
oourtsied  gracefully,  and,  lunried  from  the  room. 
1  flew  to  overtake  lier,  and,  fondly  entwining  my 
arm  around  her  waist,  led  her  back  into  the  pre- 
sence of  her  foster-father. 

"  Come  hither,  girl,"  he  exclaimed ;  "  blush  not 
to  acknowledge  a  virtuous  attachment.  There, 
Mr.  Brabazon,"  continued  lie,  placing  her  hand 
within  mine ;  "  may  Heaven  confer  its  blessings 
on  your  union,  as  freely  as  I  bestow  mine.  Though 
she  be  dowi-rless,  she  possesses  that  which  is  a  for- 
tune in  itself — a  pure  and  unspotted  mind ;  and, 
if  I  rightly  interpret  the  sentiments  you  have  just 
avowcfl,  wealth,  in  your  opinion,  does  not  consti- 
tute an  indispensable  ingredient  in  happiness." 

1  again  embraced  her  tenderly;  but  she  was  so 
deeply  affected  when  her  foster-mother,  who  had 
entered  during  this  scene,  congratulated  her,  that 
■he  fainted  in  my  arms.  The  application  of  some 
ordinary  restoratives  soon  recalled  her  to  anima- 
tion ;  and,  when  I  saw  she  was  tolerably  composed, 
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I  took  iny  leave,  and  hastened  to  inform  mj 
guardian  of  this  auspicious  tennination  of  all  mj 
<llfficuUies,  and  arrange  with  him  the  plan  of  our 
future  operations. 

The  benevolent  old  man  grasped  my  liand,  and 
almost  melted  into  tears,  as  I  related  tlie  circum- 
stances of  this  triumpli  over  the  obstacles  that  had 
opposed  themselves  to  my  union  with  tlie  woman 
of  my  affections.  Witli  the  promptness  and  deci- 
sion that  ever  marked  his  own  character,  he  pro- 
posed we  should  be  raarrie<l  the  next  evening,  and 
set  out  immediately  after  for  Perm,  the  first  town 
of  any  consequence  on  die  road  to  the  capital,  and 
thus  disappoint  those  envious  and  malicious  per- 
sons who  envied  the  happiness  of  my  bride. 

Anticipating  the  possibility  of  a  sudden  depar- 
ture from  Tobolsk,  I  had  jjurchasetl  a  Russiau 
post-carriage.  The  seat  unfolded  at  night,  and 
made  a  coniforlahle  bed,  admirably  adapted  for 
securing  its  inmates  from  the  inclemency  of  a  Si- 
berian winter;  whilst  under  the  coacii-box  there 
still  remained  sufBtieiit  room  for  a  couple  of  |X>rt- 
mantcaus.  The  whole  was  well  lined  with  tlie 
skin  of  the  black  bear  of  Siberia.  A  lamp  in- 
serted in  the  body  of  the  carriage  behind  illu- 
mined the  interior;  whilst  on  either  side  of  the 
driver  were  other  lamps  with  large  reflectors, 
which  spread  their  enlivening  beams  far  and  wide 
uj>on  the  road.  Besides  these  conveniences,  it 
had  innumerable  pockets,  great  and  small,  and  a 
table  upon  hinges  in  front ;  so  that  it  only  wanted 
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a  chimne}'  and  an  oven  to  have  been  a  complete 
itinerant  house. 

We  liad  been  invited  to  dine  with  General  No- 
venski  on  the  following  day ;  and  it  was  planned 
that,  soon  after  dinner,  we  were  to  take  leave,  and 
return  home,  when  we  were  immediately  to  repair 
to  eliurch. 

Tlie  latly  of  tlie  house  and  her  daugliter  re- 
ceived us  with  a  somewhat  sarcastic  smile. 

"  Mr.  Brabazon,"  said  the  latter,  "  I  hear  you 
are  preparing  to  leave  us ;  and  a  friend  of  mine, 
who  saw  your  travelling  carriage,  described  it  as 
quite  n  /(imi/i/  vehicle,  furnished  with  all  sorts  of 
conveniencies." 

I  replied  that  her  friend  was  a  faithful  reporter, 
as  I  really  was  on  the  eve  of  my  di-parture ;  and 
as  I  meant  to  take  my  partner  for  life  with  me,  I 
had  endeavoured  to  make  our  conveyance  as  warm 
and  commo<lious  as  possible.  It  was  evident,  how- 
ever, that  none  of  the  party  had  any  suspicion  of 
our  being  on  the  iroint  of  starting  that  very  even- 
ing—  not  even  the  mistress  of  the  family;  for 
she  said,  during  dinner,  "  Rememljer,  Mr.  Bra- 
bazon, you  are  to  visit  us  on  Sunday,  as  it  is  die 
fi&te-day  of  my  youngest  daughter.  I  think  no- 
thing of  your  carriage  being  ready,  as  long  as  you 
are  not  prepared  yourself;  and  in  this  country 
people  cannot  marry  and  fly  away  in  a  minute. 
Tliere  are  certain  indispensable  ceremonies  to  be 
gone  through ;   and  even   then,  you   know,  you 
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must   wait  to   receive   the   felicitations    of 
friends." 

"  Nolwitlistanding  all  these  obstacles,  madam," 
replied  my  guardian,  answering  for  me,  "  Walter 
is  a  practised  traveller,  very  quick  in  his  motion 
and  decisions.  Beware  of  him,  he  will  be  ofTeic 
you  think  it;  for,  having  a  long  journey  to  pert 
form,  he  must  do  it  whilst  the  winter  roads  are 
in  the  best  condition." 

"  Ah  !  no  matter,"  said  she,  laughing ;  "  I  shall 
keep  a  strict  watch  upon  him :  we  know^  where  his 
treasure  lies,  and  that  he  will  not  depart  without 
it." 

Dinner  being  now  announced,  I  led  tlie  hostess 
to  table;  and  several  times  during  the  repast  she 
questioned  me  concerning  ray  movements,  saying, 
at  length, — 

"  Tell  me,  candidly,  do  you  really  intend  to 
leave  us  so  soon?" 

I  briefly  replied,  that  I  positively  was  deter- 
mined to  marry  as  quick  as  possible,  and  start 
immediately. 

Never  did  rejiast  seem  more  tedious  and  irksome. 
It  appeared  lengthened  to  an  age ;  and  I  sat  upon 
thorns,  with  my  eyes  intently  fixed  on  my  guar- 
dian. At  length,  it  being  near  six  o'clock,  he 
rose,  and,  apologising  for  his  abrupt  departure  on 
the  plea  of  urgent  business,  bade  adieu  to  the  host 
and  hostess. 

When  I  approached  to  do  the  same,  Madame 
Norenski  said,  "  •,  Mr.  Brabazon,  for  the 
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moment;   we  sliall   expect  you   at  our   evening 
party." 

I  bowed,  and  retired.  IMy  guardian  awaited 
me  at  the  door.  "  Bravo  !  Walter,"  said  he ;  "  we 
have  managed  matters  admirably:  let  us  now  lose 
no  time,  but  hasten  to  your  father-in-law's,  and 
finish  the  business." 

On  arriving,  we  found  Daria  dressed  in  white, 
and  looking  beautiful  as  an  angel.  There  was 
little  said  on  either  side.  She  was  affected  on 
leaving  her  lionie,  but  recovered  before  we  reached 
the  cliurch,  and  displa^'ed  more  fu'mness  through- 
out than  could  have  been  expected.  When  the 
priest,  at  the  close  of  the  ceremony,  desired  her 
to  embrace  her  lawful  husband,  a  custom  usual  at 
marriages  celebrated  according  to  the  ritual  of 
the  Greek  church,  I  felt  her  warm  tears  U|X)n  my 
cheek;  and  she  was  also  deeply  affected  when  her 
adopted  mother  congratulated  her.  When  the 
moment  of  separation  arrived,  she  sobbed  violently; 
and  as  her  mother  embraced  her  for  the  last  time, 
I  was  obliged  to  carry  her  in  my  arms  to  the  car- 
riage. Having  seated  myself  by  her  side,  I  made 
a  sign  to  the  driver,  and  off*  we  started  at  a  rapid 
pace. 

In  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  we  were  far  beyond 
the  suburbs  of  Tobolsk.  During  this  time  my 
beloved  Daria  continued  bathed  in  tears,  and  I 
abstained  from  addressing  her  until  the  violence 

e  sorrow   was    in   some    measure  assuaged, 
wliilc,  having  a  bottle  in  the  carriage  with 
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some  wine  and  water,  I  prevailed  upon  her  to 
drink  a  little,  which,  with  the  aid  of  sraelling  saJl^ 
rendered  her  more  calm ;  when,  exhausted  by  the 
paroxysm  of  sorrow,  she  placed  her  head  upon  my 
bosom,  and  fell  into  a  profound  sleep.  At  that  mo- 
ment I  felt  myself  the  happiest  of  earthly  beings, 
and  repeated  with  enthusiasm  that  passage  of  the 
poet,  Thomson,  in  which  he  paints  so  beautifully 
tlie  happiness  of  the  marriage  state :  — 

"  <^>h,  liappy  they  I  tlie  happiest  of  their  kind. 
Whom  pcntler  stars  unite,  and  in  one  fnte 
Their  hearts,  their  fortunes,  and  their  tieiiigs  blnuL' 

This  sweet  sleep  lasted  several  hours,  and  sbe 
awoke  refreslied;  but  it  was  some  time  before  sb« 
could  conquer  a  grief  which  again  burst  forth  at 
the  recollection  of  her  beloved  foster-mother.  By 
tender  attentions,  I  at  length  prevailed  upon  her  I 
to  think  of  the  separation  with  more  fortitude; 
though  for  many  months  the  mention  of  her  home 
made  her  shed  tears.  However,  she  was  delighted 
with  our  comfortable  and  convenient  equipage,  and 
at  length  became  tjiiite  reconciled  to  travelling. 

When  I  reflected  that  she  was  born  at  one  end 
of  the  globe,  and  I  at  the  other ;  that  she  was  the 
younger  by  some  fiftwn  years  and  more;  that  I 
had  visited  so  many  countries  and  seas,  and  had 
been  already  once  so  near  marriage,  I  could  not 
persuade  myself  but  it  was  the  decree  of  fate  tliat 
I  should  seek  a  partner  for  life  in  tlie  remote 
region  we  were  tlien  traversing.    We  made  a  rapid 
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journey  over  the  snows  to  Perm  and  Glazow,  at 
which  latter  place  I  stopped  a  few  days,  to  allow 
my  dear  Daria  some  repose,  ihoiigli  she  declared 
site  did  not  require  it,  and  pressed  me  to  continue 
travelling  until  we  should  arrive  at  the  termination 
of  our  journey. 

Tlie  inhabitants  of  these  towns,  like  all  the  na-J 
lives  of  Siberia,  proved  very  kind  and  hospitable; 
and  provisions  of  all  sorts  are  there  excessively 
cheap.  Although  the  frost  was  very  severe,  we 
were  so  well  wrapped  in  furs,  we  did  not  fcel  it; 
and  my  wife  declaring  herself  quite  strong  again, 
ire  pushed  forward  towards  the  capital.  My  guar- 
dian, who  was  nuiph  pleased  with  Daria's  perfect 
innocence  and  simplicity,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
great  natural  jiidgment  and  penetration,  joine<l  us 
at  everj'  station,  and,  by  his  attentions  and  cheerful 
conversation,  diverted  her  thoughts  from  dwelling 
too  much  on  her  absent  friends,  towards  whom  she 
appeared  to  feel  the  liveliest  gratitude.  So  far  from 
being  displeased  at  this  feeling,  I  was  delighted  to 
observe  such  proofs  of  her  affection  and  sensibility. 
For  (as  I  think  I  have  often  observed  before  in 
this  work)  I  consider  ingratitude  the  basest  of  all 
the  crimes  which  disgrace  human  nature.  It  is 
painful  to  suppose  there  are  beings  in  the  world, 
even  amongst  the  intelligent  and  well-educated, 
incapable  of  appreciating  noble,  generous  actions ; 
but  diat  there  should  be  also  jwrsons  who  arc  in- 
sensible to  the  favours  and  obligations  heaped 
upon   iheiu  by  the  hand  of  cuinmiseralion,  is  a 
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nomy,  as  well  as  the  faces  of  many  others  at  table, 
who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  dining  here  for  the 
last  three  years,  are  perfectly  known  to  me,  I 
really  cannot  tell  you  their  names." 

Now,  I  think  tliis  a  species  of  hospitality  lliat 
may  fairly  be  styled  ostentation ;  or,  rather,  a 
stupid  way  of  spending  money,  when  it  might  be 
much  more  usefully  and  charitably  employed. 
To  receive  persons  at  dinner  without  knowing 
whether  they  are,  or  are  not,  gentlemen,  is  paying 
a  poor  compliment  to  the  rest  of  the  company ;  and 
the  person  who  related  the  anecdote  declared  it 
so  disgusted  him,  that  he  never  after  made  one 
of  the  Count's  motley  {)arties.  This  nobleman, 
who  had  been  once  immensely  rich,  left  his  es- 
tates embarrassed  with  debts  to  an  amount  that 
rendered  them  almost  an  useless  inheritance  to 
his  family.  He  was,  however,  generous  and 
charitable  when  called  upon  to  assist  the  needy, 
or  relieve  suffering  humanity;  characteristics  in 
witich  the  Russian  nobles  are  by  no  means  defi- 
cirnU  Their  benevolence  and  affability  arc  pro- 
verbial ;  but  there  are  few  amongst  the  very 
rich  who  understand  how  to  manage  their  own 
projK-rty,  or  choose  men  of  probity  to  govern  for 
them;  and,  conseciuently.  they  find,  when  too 
hte^  that,  without  econoniy,  order,  and  regularity, 
the  greatest  fortunes  may  be  easily  dilapidated. 

I  recollect  hearing  of  an  extremely  rich  man,  who 
plsc4Hl  hi.<i  son,  at  the  close  of  his  education,  in  the 
navy,  making  hiiu  commence  as  a  midshipman,  and 
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experience  all  tHe  hardships  endured  by  theyi 
men  of  small  fortunes,  who  were  his  companions. 
Being  an  only  child,  some  of  his  friends  remon- 
strated with  him  on  the  imprudence  of  exposing 
liis  sole  lieir  to  the  dangers  and  chances  of  such  a 
perilous  profession.     He  replied,  "  I  do  it  to  teach 
him   economy,  order,  and  regularity ;    for  in  no 
service  are  tliese  most  essential  qualities  so  well 
inculcated  as  in  the  navy.     Besides,  he  is  as  much 
under  the  protection  of  God  at  sea  as  on  sliore. 
I  should  conceive  him  in  greater  danger  had  I 
bestowed   upon   him   some   thousands   a   year,  to 
spend  as  caprice  might  direct,  whilst  he  led  a  life 
of  indolence  and  dissipation,  useless  to  his  country, 
and  hazardous  to  his  morals,  health,  and  fortune." 
The  want  of  order  and  economy  has   been  die 
ruin  of  many  a  wealthy  man  in  Russia,  where 
gaming*  is  carried  to  a  great  pitch,  and  people 
often  give  themselves  up,  from  habit,  to  die  ma- 
nagement of  agents   who  flatter   their    favourite 
passion  by  furnishing  them    with    the  means  of 
gratifying   it,  at   an    immense   sacrifice;  and  at 
length  involve  them  in  debts  too  heavy  to  be  re- 
trieved, and  bring  about  their  inevitable  ruin.    In 
the  mean  time,  the  agent  enriches  himself,  and 
drives  a  coacit  and  four,  when   his  master  suiTers 
all  the  privations  of  poverty. 

A  nobleman  of  this  unthinking  class,  of  immense 


*  Since  these  remarks  were  penned,  a  severe  edict  has  been 
published  against  all  games  at  hazard. 
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realth,  was  once  asked  how  many  vassals  he  pos- 
paed.  "  They  tell  me,"  said  he,  "  that  I  am  the 
lord  of  fifty  thousand  souls,  and  some  very  rich 
estates;  but  the  devil  take  me  if  1  know  where 
they  are  situated,  or  trouble  my  head  about  tlieni, 
as  long  as  I  am  amply  supplied  with  nmney."  This 
man  continued  his  thougiitless  extravagant  mode  of 
life  until  he  became  a  bankrupt,  when  his  estates 
vrere  put  under  tutelage ;  a  small  sum  per  annum 
being  allowed  him  to  live  upon.  Indeed,  I  know 
some  instances  myself  of  the  same  kind;  and  one 
gentleman,  with  whom  I  was  on  terms  of  intimacy, 
declared  to  me,  that  he  never  felt  himself  so  much 
at  his  ease  as  when  his  estates  were  managed  fur 
hin)  by  the  crown. 

The  Russian  nobles,  generally  speaking,  are 
very  genteelly  educated  —  possess  every  polit*s 
accomplishment  —  understand  music  —  dance  well, 
anfl  speak  several  foreign  languages,  brtter  than 
their  owii.  In  the  more  solid  branches  of  educa- 
tion, I  am  sorry  to  add,  they  are  often  found 
deficient ;  and  this  su|wr(ictal  formation  of  the 
minds  of  young  men,  naturally  fund  of  ease  and 
pleasure,  unfits  them  for  the  serious  and  steady 
occupation  of  looking  after  their  estates  and  ame- 
liorating the  condition  of  their  peasants.  Many, 
also,  are  so  constantly  engaged  in  the  service 
of  the  crown,  that  they  really  have  no  time  to 
bestow  upon  their  own  private  concerns.  Con- 
sequently, for  them  we  must  make  all  due  allow- 
ance, and  speak  respectfully  of  the  patriotism  of 
L  2 
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with  their  contract  :  still  they  persisted,  being 
favoured  by  the  goveniment,  which,  in  Russia, 
encourages  even  the  enterprises  of  the  ignorant. 
They  consequently  contrived  to  establish  their 
manufactory,  and  comply,  in  part,  with  their  en- 
gagements. 

It  is  the  ease  with  which  speculations  of  this 
kind  may  be  ujidertaken  in  Russia,  that  often- 
times is  the  cause  of  their  failure.  Proprietors  of 
land  and  peasants,  whilst  they  have  a  suqilus  of 
capital,  spend  it  and  involve  themselves  in  debt. 
On  finding  themselves  embarrassed,  they  turn 
their  attention  to  wliat,  as  provident  men,  they 
should  have  commenced  at  first,  when  in  posses- 
sion of  the  means  of  insuring  success.  The  pro- 
verb says  "  that  good  and  bad  fortune  are  neces- 
sary to  a  man,  in  order  to  render  him  adroit  and 
clever;"  and  I  really  have  seen  this  proverb 
frequently  verified  in  the  country  of  wliich  I  am 
now  speaking.  There  is  something  so  confident, 
bnive,  and  noble,  in  the  native  character  of  its 
tnliabitants,  that  nothing  seems  too  difficult  for 
them  to  attempt  These  traits,  addetl  to  great 
good-nature,  generosity,  and  hospitality,  rank 
them,  in  my  estimation,  among  the  first  nations 
of  the  world.  We  must  not  forget  also,  that  being 
religious  from  feeling  and  education,  they  are 
true  and  loyal  to  their  God  and  to  their  sove- 
reign. 

The  spirit  of  this  people  is  also  truly  martial ; 
and  it  seems  a  prudential  as  well  as  a  political 
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exercise  constantly  succeeding  to  their  studies; 
wliile  a  strict  discipline  keeps  them  in  good  healttt 
nnd  good  morals.  Tlien  nmthematics,  the  leading 
ience  in  military  tactics,  forms  the  minds  of  a 
youth  quicker  than  any  other  study  whatsoever; 
ripening  his  reasoning  and  reflecting  jmwers,  and 
giving  a  just  and  manly  decision  to  his  ideas.  I 
think,  however,  the  sea  officer  has,  in  this  respect, 
tlie  advantage.  Besides  learning  all  tliat  a  military 
man  is  supposed  to  know,  he  nmst  make  himself 
acquainted  with  naval  tactics,  astronomy,  mecha- 
nics, physics,  &c.  ;  whilst  the  practical  part  of  his 
profession  requires  the  most  rigid  attention,  great 
activity,  a  retentive  memory,  and  a  clear  judg- 
ment. Exposed  at  every  instant  to  imminent 
danger,  he  acquires  courage,  fortitude,  presence  of 
mind,  and  a  hahit  of  relying  upon  the  mercy  and 
protection  of  God,  to  carry  him  through  all  his 
difficulties  and  perils  :  he  therefore  becomes  pious 
from  principle,  and  a  conviction  of  the  {Kjwer 
d  omnipotence  of  a  great  Protector ;  and  pre- 
serves, through  life,  habits  fraught  with  great  real 
advantage  to  his  soul  anri  hody.  Place  him  where 
you  please,  his  judgment  always  operates  with 
coolness  and  deliberation.  The  most  sudden  and 
'Xtraordinary  accidents  cannot  alarm  him:  he 
ever  forgets  himself,  but  meets  every  shock  with 
an  intrepid  heart,  remaining  firm  and  unmove<l, 
in  the  midst  of  dangers,  like  a  rock  in  the  middle 
of  the  ocean,  against  which  the  raging  billows  bent 
vain. 
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It  takes  some  years  of  close  application  and 
experience  to  make  a  good  practical  seaman,  wliiUt 
a  soldier  may  be  formed  in  a  few  months, 
latter  is  a  perfect  machine.  He  is  ordered 
march  straightforward,  shoulder  his  musket,  wheel 
to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  form  a  line,  a  hollow  or 
a  solid  square,  charge  bayonets,  fire,  &c. ;  all  ac- 
cording to  established  rules  of  manoeuiiing, 
which  he  cannot  change  or  vary  without  injuring 
the  chain  of  effects  and  embarrassing  his  com- 
rades. It  is  quite  different  with  a  sailor.  He 
obej-s  his  officer's  orders  as  strictly  and  rapidly, 
but  he  is  left  at  liberty  to  perform  his  ser\ice  at 
will,  according  to  his  own  judgment.  If,  there- 
fore, he  cannot  tie  a  rope  fast  enough  with  hi> 
hands,  he  calls  in  the  assistance  of  his  teeth.  He 
runs  up  and  down  the  shrouds,  and  lays  out  upon 
the  yard  the  best  way  he  can ;  and,  sometimes,  to 
be  first  upon  deck,  he  glides  from  the  cross-trees 
or  tlie  cap,  by  the  running  rigging,  like  lightning. 
No  one  rates  him  for  throwing  his  1^  over  the 
yard-arm,  when  he  hauls  home  the  weather  earing, 
or  rigs  in  a  studding-sail  boom ;  all  he  fears,  is 
being  accused  of  performing  his  task  too  slowly. 
When  he  walks  the  deck,  he  is  not  obliged  to  turn 
out  his  toes  or  liold  up  his  head  with  a  martial 
air.  la  short,  he  is  left  to  perform  his  duty  as  his 
judgment  directs,  and  is  never  reproved  but  for 
sloth,  or  an  ignorance  of  wliat  he  undertakes  to 
perform. 

There  are  certain  established  forms,  also,  aboard 


H 


AN    IRISH    TRAVELLER. 


225 


Hiip,    wliich    skilful   manners   always   adopt   for 
setting   and   taking  in  sail,  —  reefing,  scudding, 
heaving-to,  &c.,  but  there  is  no  restraint  upon  the 
sailor's  Iwdily  exertions.    He  is  commanded  to  do 
go  (tiul  to  ;  but  if  the  officer  of  the  watch  perceives 
any  difficulty  or  inn>ediment   in  the  speedy  ex- 
ecution of  his  commands,  he  cries  out  again  to  the 
sailors,  and  points  out  to  tJieni  where  they  have 
been  deficient.   Seamen,  consequently,  do  not  work 
altogetlier  mechanically,  but  with  freedom,  ease, 
and  alacrity ;  and,  I  may  safely  venture  to  assert, 
are  the   liveliest  and  most  good-natured  people 
under  the  sun.     I  really  know  of  no  class  of  per- 
sons to  whom  the  world  are  so  much  indebted.    It 
is  commerce,  and  more  particularly  maritime  com- 
merce, which  has  improved  and  civilised  mankind, 
that  opened  new  worlds  to  their  enterprising  spirits. 
The   preference  generally  given  to  the  land- 
service  is  not  because  its  officers  and  soldiers  are 
more  brave  and  skilful,  but  because  they  are  more 
dashing  and  {>olished  in  their  external  mannera, 
from  the  habit  of  mixing  in  the  gay  world  and 
ladies'  society-     In  point  of  professional  skill  the 
tiavy  has  the  advantage.     Amongst  the  greatest 
generals,  there  are  very  few,  indeed,  who,  if  they 
were  asked  upon  their  consciences,  would  not  declare 
they  owed  their  success  more  to  good  fortune,  or 
some  unforeseen  advantage,  than  to  a  regular  atid 
perfect  plan  of  operations.    But,  I  will  venture  to 
assert,  tiiat  no  important  naval  victory  has  ever 
been  gained  witlioul  superior  skill,  management, 
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nnd  courage.  It  is  in  a  naval  action  only  that  tbe 
man  exhibits  the  full  force  of  his  genius,  his 
rourage,  fortitude,  skill,  and  judgment.  TTjc 
bravery  of  a  small  portion  of  a  very  large  armv 
may  save  tbe  whole  from  defeat,  although  tl>e 
general's  plan  might  have  been  never  so  badly 
conceived. 

"  Dolus  an  \-irtiis  quia  in  hoste  requirat  ?  " 

Not  so  vvith  a  fleet.  The  most  undaunted  con- 
duct cannot  supply  the  defect  of  bad  tactics.  Am 
unskilful  dis{>osal  of  a  fleet,  either  ibr  attack 
or  defence;  nay,  even  the  bad  management  of  a 
single  vessel,  proves  fatal.  For  lliis  reason,  no 
naval  commander  has  ever  been  successful  in  a 
general  engagement  who  has  not  been  sure  of  the 
I)erfect  co-operaiion  of  all  those  who  were  to  fight 
witli  him,  and  to  whom  he  had  previously  im- 
])arted  liia  plan ;  so  that  when  once  in  action  they 
could  almost  anticipate  his  signals  and  orders. 
lu  order  to  insure  the  victory,  the  breaking  of  an 
enemy's  line  nuist  be  followed  by  the  good  manage- 
ment and  skilful  attack  of  each  particular  ship  in 
the  station  assigned  to  her.  Then  it  is  tliat  not 
only  coolness  and  courage  are  necessary  to  the 
commander,  but  they  must  be  of  that  firm  nnd 
deliberate  kind  which  no  accident  can  disturb, 
and  which  enables  bini  to  take  advantage  of  even 
the  most  trifling  circumstance  to  oveqjower  his 
adversary.  This  presence  of  mind  must  be  pre- 
served through  clouds  of  smoke,  the  tliundering 
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of  cannon,  and  tlie  craslitng  of  splinters;  the 
vessel  manoeuvred  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no- 
thing liad  liajipened.  Fire  and  water,  two  dread- 
ful elements,  both  threaten  him  with  deslrnclion, 
!■  aa  well  as  the  arlillery  of  his  foes;  so  that,  in 
^^Boint  of  danger  and  perilons  accident,  nothing 
^can  be  more  awful  than  a  naval  engagement. 
I  I  hoiK;   my  readers  will  excuse  this  digression 

on  a  subject  more  or  less  interesting  to  every  one : 
I  do  not  attempt  to  intjwse  my  opinion  as  altoge- 
ther indisputable ;  for  liaviiig  served  more  at  sea 
than  on  shore,  1  may  pei'liaps  view  tiiese  matters 
with  a  partial  eye.  We  must,  therefore,  leave 
the  final  discussion  and  decision  to  those  who  have 
,       no  partialities  to  gratify. 

I  As  I  am  sincerely  interested  in  ever}'  thing  and 

'  every  body  connected  with  Russia,  1  nnich  desire 
to  see  the  civil  list,  whicli  is  often  overlooked, 
attain  a  greater  degree  of  honour  and  respect- 
'  ability.  That  department  of  the  service  is  not 
held  in  very  high  consideration,  and  its  menibers 
are  but  indifferently  paid.  Now,  if  I  wish  to 
make  a  servant  goo<l  and  honest,  I  must  give  him 
ample  wagis,  food,  and  raiment;  then  if  he  com- 
mit a  fault,  I  may,  with  a  safe  conscience,  punish 
I  him  severely,  to  deter  others  fiom  following  his 
example.  Bui  when  I  pay  him  a  mere  trifle, 
scarcely  sufficient  to  buy  himself  and  his  family 
food  and  clothing,  much  U>8s  to  indulge  in  any 
of  the  luxuries  of  life,  what  is  ho  do?  We  were 
^1  born  to  eat  and  drink,  and  to  live  without  food 
L  6 
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blended  with  tlieir  institutions,  an  overruling  anny 
is  more  dangerous  than  tlieir  more  jwwerful  neigh- 
bours. 

It  would,  consequently,  be  better  for  tliem,  in 
times  of  j)eace,  to  show  the  example,  and  reduce 
a  large  portion  of  their  troops.  I'his  example 
would  be  immediately  followed  by  their  neigh- 
bours ;  and  all  the  governments  of  Europe  would 
tlien  be  enabled  to  diminish  their  expenses,  and 
relieve  their  subjects  from  a  weight  of  taxation 
lliat  oppresses  them  exceedingly.  My  observa- 
tions arc  particularly  directed  towards  those  na- 
tions thai  regard  Russia  with  a  jealous  eye,  and 
hwho  boast  of  their  advancement  in  civilisation 
and  prosperity,  when  she  was  yet  in  her  infancy. 
Russia  has  no  need  to  be  warned  of  these  truths. 
She  has  always  at  her  disposal  a  powerful  army, 
fed  and  clothed  without  distressing  the  population ; 
for,  I  will  venture  to  aflirm,  she  maintains  her 
military  force  for  one  half  what  it  costs  any  other 
kingdom  of  Europe.  Besides,  she  does  not  place 
her  safety  entirely  on  her  army,  as  she  has  proved, 
when  she  was  invaded  by  tlie  greatest  force  ever 
collected  in  modern  times.  Her  faithful  subjects 
rose  in  a  mass  to  save  her ;  and  this  proves  that 
when  goveriunents  act  with  justice  and  equity 
towards  the  people,  they  may  always  rely  upon 
their  courage,  loyalty,  and  attachment.  It  is  not 
the  firm  of  government,  as  Himsy  theorists  would 
fain  make  us  believe,  that  is  necessurj*  to  our 
political  happiness  and  prosperity,  but  the  mild 
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and  equitable  administration  of  the  laws  and  or- 
doimaiices,  after  the  principles  on  which  it  lias  been 
established  to  suit  our  mural  existence,  no  matter 
what  may  be  its  denomination  or  appellation. 
The  plan  of  keeping  up  a  large  military  force  in 
time  of  peace  originated  in  France,  a  country 
notorious  for  its  revolutionary  spirit,  immoral, 
dissatisfied  character,  and  ambitious  egotists  and 
demagogues.  This  system  has  more  than  once 
brought  distress  upon  the  nation,  discouraged  her 
industry,  destroyed  her  resources,  and  ruined  her 
morals.  A  very  large  army,  that  is  to  say,  one 
disproportioned  to  the  resources  and  necessities  of 
the  kingdom,  is  a  pestilence  —  a  cancer  upon  tlie 
vitals  of  the  revenues  of  a  state,  that  imperceptibly 
corrodes  and  destroys  them. 

As  far  as  it  regards  expense,  a  vei-y  large  navy 
is  equally  bad,  but  it  is  not  so  generally  injurious 
to  the  morals  of  a  nation.  A  sailor  spends  tlie 
greatest  portion  of  his  life  at  sea,  un<lergoing  all 
sorts  of  hardships  and  privations.  After  being 
absent  many  months,  nay,  sometimes  years,  from 
his  native  land,  his  friends  and  his  fire-side, 
during  which  he  is  deprived  of  all  the  endear- 
ments of  female  society,  it  is  not  to  be  wondere<l 
that  he  should  commit  some  excesses  on  his 
return.  On  shore,  that  is  to  say,  at  the  sea-porls, 
he  is  certainly  a  little  profligate;  but  his  profligacy 
does  not  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  country 
to  debauch  the  innocent.  His  revels  and  excesses 
are  confined  to  tlie  sea-coast,  places  of  rendezvous 
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for  the  fleets,  and  his  visits  are  periodical.  When 
disbande<l,  lie  betai<es  hiiiiseir  to  some  sort  of 
Steady  labour,  or  enters  into  the  merchant  semce; 
for  liis  habits  are  active  and  industrious,  and  he 
»oon  gets  tired  of  liaving  nothing  to  do.  A  soldier, 
on  the  contrary,  in  tvery  country  except  Ihuitia,  is 
habitually  an  idle  man.  When  off  duty,  his  prin- 
cipal employment  is  to  lounge  about  the  town, 
and  endeavour  to  debauch  the  women.  Sailora 
are,  of  all  men,  the  most  raithriil,  and  soldiers  the 
most  false,  to  the  female  sex.  The  former  make 
love  to  marry,  the  latter  only  to  deceive;  and  all 
lliis  is  the  eflect  of  their  professions.  Soldiers  in 
Russia,  however,  conduct  themselves  in  a  moral 
manner ;  and  they  marry,  because  they  are  brought 
tip  from  infancy  in  the  fear  of  God,  with  senti- 
ments of  religion  which  never  forsake  them  dur- 
ing their  lives.  This  makes  them  brave  and  loyal, 
as  well  as  faithful  to  their  wives.  * 

On  all  occasions,  when  I  speak  of  the  military, 
1  must  except  the  soldiers  of  Russia,  who  are 
almost  universally  men  of  exemplary  conduct,  and 
who  are  not  to  be  seduced  from  their  allegiance  to 
their  sovereign,  whom  they  revere  next  after  God. 

My  readers  must  not  infer  from  tliis  that  the 
life  of  a  soldier  has  any  thing  in  it  to  attract  the 
peasants   of    Russia,   whom    some    {lersons    have 

•  The  wisdom  of  our  Creator  hiis  linked  ii»  by  the  tie»  of 
iiatunU  aRi-ctiuii.  "  First,  to  our  faniilics  aiul  chililrcn ;  next, 
lu  our  brolbrrs,  rtlutions,  anil  frienJs."  —  Blaciistoj*!!. 
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imagined  were  so  little  pleased  with   their  ra&sal- 
age  tliat  they  were  ready   to  enlist  or   abscond, 
whenever  an  opportunity  offered.      How  easy  is  it 
for  superficial  observers,  and  especially  travellers, 
who  are  ignorant  of  the  language  of  the  country 
where  they  travel,  to  be  mistaken  !     Before 
such  a  thing  for  granted,  it  is  necessary  to  undef*- 
stand  tiie  relative  situations  and  duties  of  the  lord 
and  his  viissal.     A  Httle  explanation  on  this  poioi 
will  tend  to  expose  to  my  readers  the  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  Russian  peasantry.     Some  persons 
have  pretended  to  compare  them  to  tlie  htlottfi 
ancient  Greece,  the  abject  slaves  of  the  Spartaau, 
their  conquerors.    Thank  God  !  there  are  no  sodt 
slaves  in  Russia,  whatever  there  may  be  in  Ame- 
rica and  some  other  countries.     One  extremely 
philanthropic,  not  to  say  wild,  tlieoretical,  cosmo- 
polite legislator,  named  Benthain,  had  the  extrtmt 
kindntss  to  propose  to  the  Emperor  Alexander  to 
compound  for  him,  out  of  his  new  liberal  xi/slrm  of 
jurinpriidence,  a  perfect  code  of  laws,  which  should 
sit  upon    the    shoulders   of    his   subjects    much 
lighter  than  their  sheep-skin  pelisses.     The  Em- 
peror,   however,     fearful    this  slender    legislative 
covering  might  injure  their  healths  and   produce 
a   coHstitutioiial   fever,    very    wisely   declined    the 
offer.     Alexander  knew  what  Mr.  Bentham  was 
ignorant  of,  namely,  that  one  third  of  the  peasants 
of  Russia  are  not  vassals;  and  that  the  lorfls  of 
the  rest  were  equally  his  subjects,  and  bound  bv 
severe  laws  to  grant  them  certain  civil  rights  and 
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privileges,  and  which  tiiey  had  no  power  to  in- 
fringe. He  knew,  likewise,  that  it  is  the  lords 
who  are  responsible  for  the  imposts ;  and,  when  a 
bad  harvest  occurs,  and  tfie  peasants  are  reduced 
to  want,  it  is  they,  and  not  the  government,  who 
are  obHged  to  support  them.  Besides  which,  they 
are  bound  to  furnish  every  family  with  a  certain 
portion  of  arable,  meadow,  and  woodland.  In  the 
most  fertile  and  populous  parts  of  the  country, 
this  allowance  is  equal  to  about  nine  English 
acres ;  the  Russian  dcssatine  being  equal  to  one 
English  acre  and  a  half. 

It  has  been  proved  by  many  lords  that  there 
is  more  to  be  gained  by  the  land,  when  worked 
jrith  free  labourers,  tlian  when  given  out  to  vassals ; 
a  proof  the  latter  are  not  displeased  witli 
leir  lot  is,  that  they  discover  no  very  great  wish 
to  be  free,  until  tliey  become  rich,  and  desire  to 
throw  off  the  character  of  peasant  altogetlier.  An- 
other proof  of  their  being  contented  is,  that  they 
are,  without  exception,  the  most  cheerful  people  I 
ever  saw  in  any  country.  So  far  from  wishing  to 
become  soldiers,  they  have  frequently  been  known 
to  maim  themselves  purposely  to  prevent  tlieir 
being  admitted  into  the  militar}-  service.  This 
practice  was  so  prevalent  at  one  time  that  it  became 
necessary  to  publish  a  severe  edict  against  it,  and 
to  punish  any  one  who  was  found  guilty  of  muti- 
lating himself  by  exile  to  Siberia.  This  has,  in 
some  measure,  checke<l  the  practice ;  banishment 
being  more  dreaded  by  tliera  than  death.     The 
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Russian  soldier  is  always  in  love  vritli  his  comrada^ 
his  home,  and  his  iire-«ide ;  and  the  moment  he  is. 
allowed  a  furlough,  he  hastens  to  sp(>nd  it  in  die 
bosom  of  his  family.  I  have  seen  several  of  tlietu 
m}'8elf,  who  have  travelled  on  foot  upwards  o(  one 
thousand  mile*,  to  pay  a  short  visit  to  their  reift- 
tions. 

It  would  be  well  if  a  few  of  those  southern 
nations  of  Europe  who  pride  tliemselves  on  their 
groat  civilisation,  mental  acquirements,  political 
rights,  and  indej>endence,  would  copy  the  virtues 
of  a  people  whom  tliey  affect  to  despise,  and  stig- 
matise with  the  appellation  of  barbarians.  The 
preservation  of  order  and  security,  and  the  diffu- 
sion of  social  happiness,  has  been  managed  with 
a  paternal  liand  by  the  Emperor ;  and,  under  hi? 
government,  the  advancement  of  civilisation  and 
the  arts  and  sciences  has  proceeded  with  a  much 
more  rapid  pace  than  it  did  with  those  who  went 
before  him. 

Speaking  of  the  military  of  other  parts  of  the 
world,  I  must  be  permitted  to  continue  my  com- 
parison between  them  and  sailors.  All  that  can  be 
said  against  the  latter  is  contained  in  an  old 
Englisli  proverb,  namely,  "  Tliey  earn  their 
money  like  horses,  and  spend  it  like  asses."  When 
Jack  gets  his  fool  on  shore,  he  is  "hail  fellow! 
well  met,"  with  all  classes  and  descriptions  of 
peoj)!e.  lie  lias  no  pride — no  vanity  —  no  hold- 
ing up  liiij  jiead  with  a  strut,  and  looking  down 
with  contempt  uj)on   his  fellow-citizens.     He  is 
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kind,  good,  afTable,  and  condescending ;  spends 
his  money  generously,  and  is  hailetl  with  friend- 
ship by  liis  acquaintances.  The  character  of  a 
soldier  is  distinctly  opposite  ;  he  cannot,  like  Jack, 
amalgamate  with  the  people.  His  profession  being 
to  keep  the  jjopiilace  in  awe,  he  considers  himself 
their  superior,  and  does  not  deign  to  associate  with 
them.  A  soldier  of  Russia,  on  the  contrary,  is 
delighted  when  a  chance  offers  to  drink  a  glass 
witli  his  old  comrades.  An  honest  sailor,  on  the 
contrary,  loves  a  song  and  a  glass  of  grog,  and 
amuses  his  astonished  hearers  with  the  history  of 
liis  voyages,  wherein  he  describes,  in  simple  elo- 
quence, storms,  shipwrecks,  strange  countries, 
savages,  wild  Hottentots,  elephants,  kangaroos, 
iMr}iales,  antl  sea  serjx'nts,  until  his  audience  grow 
enamoured  of  his  recital  and  regret  its  conclusion. 
They  beg  him  to  continue. 

"  No,  no,"  replies  Jack,  "avast  hauling  there 
awhile,  my  throat's  husky.  Come,  landlord,  give 
us  another  glass  of  grog,  and  then  I'll  spin  them 
out  such  a  yarn  as  shall  make  their  teeth  chatter 
in  their  heads,  and  their  eyes  stare  wide  open,  to 
see  if  the  devil  himself  is  not  conting  up  the  gang- 
way." 

After  taking  a  draught,  he  tells  them  some  out- 
landish story  about  enchanted  islands  in  the  Great 
Pacific  Ocean,  water- spouts,  men-caters,  giants* 
and  monsters,  on  which  he  makes  retnarks  and 
explanations,  until 
**  Each  trembling  Keart'i  with  grsUful  terror  quell*  J." 
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them.     I  remember  tlie  first  song  I  ever  learned 
was  a  fine  old  English  ballad,  beginning  thus  :  — 

Ye  gentlemen  orEmjland,  who  sit  at  home  at  ease,' 
How  little  do  you  think  upon  the  dangers  of  the  aeaa." 

The  air  is  manly  and  expressive;  while  the  sen- 
timents it  breathes  are  so  descriptive  of  the  hard- 
ships and  perils  incident  to  a  seaman's  career,  that, 
in  my  opinion,  it  onght  to  be  printed  in  gold. 

My  readers  must  pardon  my  partiality,  if  I 
cannot  help  speaking  of  my  profession  whenever 
an  occasion  presents  itself,  and  somelimeg  perhaps 
out  of  place. 

The  mode  of  manning  its  fleets  by  force 
adopted  by  the  British  government,  by  taking  a 
man  violently  wherever  tliey  can  catch  him,  and 
enslaving  him  to  the  service  of  the  na\-y  for  a  term 
of  years,  tearing  liim  from  his  family  witiiout  a 
moment's  warning,  is  certainly  most  cruel  and 
unjust,  and  exists  no  where  else  on  the  face  of  the 
globe.  In  Russia,  recruits  for  the  navj'  and  army 
are  furnished  by  the  peasants  from  every  family 
by  turns ;  it  is  a  matter  they  settle  amongst  them- 
selves, and  he  who  wishes  to  stay  at  iiome  may 
pay  a  certain  sum  or  furnish  a  substitute. 

Talking  of  armies  and  navies,  I  cannot  help 
expressing  a  wish  that  princes  would  curb  their 
ambition,  and  seek  renown  in  the  lists  of  iiumanity, 
peace,  and  civilisation.  There  is  no  true  glory  in 
destroying  one  half  of  mankind,  and  ruining  the 
morals  of  the  rest,  with  numerous  armies  which 
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miglu  be  imicli  more  usffiilly  employed  in  cul- 
tivating tlieir  native  fitkis.  Should  the  monarchs 
of  Europe  continue  to  augment  their  niilitanr 
forces  as  they  have  done  during  the  last  centun', 
in  a  short  time  there  will  be  no  one  left  to  till  the 
ground.  National  industry  will  be  abolished 
altogellier,  and  misery  and  barbarity  usurp  die 
place  of  civilisation  and  wealth. 

The  quantity  of  fine  land  lying  unpeopled  and 
uncuilivated  tlirongliout  the  world  is  incalculable: 
and  yet  how  little  do  people  think  of  the  destructioa 
of  millions  of  the  human  race  !  When  we  reflect 
that  in  everj'  country  men  chosen  for  the  military 
service  are  taken  in  the  dawn  and  flower  of  life^ 
that  is  to  say,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  the  system  is 
more  destructive  to  the  iiicreiise  of  population  than 
the  most  fatal  epidemics.  This  can  only  be 
changed  by  faithfid  treatie-s  and  alliances  amongst 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe,  and  a  confidence  in 
each  other's  friendship.  Until  then,  it  is  imjx>s$ible 
that  any  single  power  can  diminish  her  niilitanr 
force  without  endangering  her  independence.  One 
thing  that  must  prevent  it  for  a  series  of  years  is 
the  pernicious  policy  of  France  and  Great  Britain, 
who  both  strive  to  render  every  nation  free,  as 
they  style  it;  or,  in  other  words,  they  teach  them 
to  rebel  against  their  govern  nients,  merely 
because  a  certain  set  of  impious  philosophers  and 
madmen  have  invented  a  new  system  for  making 
the  poor  rich,  and  reducing  the  rich  to  beggary. 
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Howe^•er,  they  have  found  tlial,  instead  of  propa- 
gating their  plans  with  success  abroad,  the  poison 
has  taken  effect  in  their  own  dominions;  and  they 
are  obliged  to  maintain  large  armies  to  keep  half 
tlie  nation  in  awe,  whilst  they  endeavour  to 
persuade  the  other  half  that  the}'  ai-e  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  liberty  and  independence.  As  Great 
Britain  said  to  the  Irish,  "  You  shall  be  free,  but 
vou  shall  wear  my  iron  yoke  upon  your  necks. 
You  arc  emancipated,  but  you  sliall  p<i>/  titltes  to 
my  clrrffy.  You  shall  be  an  independent  people, 
hut  you  sbiill  have  no  Itv/islation  of  your  own." 

In  times  of  peace,  if  nations  were  in  the  habit 
of  friendship  and  confidence,  they  would  only 
require  as  many  troops  as  are  barely  necessary  to 
preserve  internal  tranquillity;  and  commerce, 
agriculture,  and  e\'ery  branch  of  national  industry 
would  consequently  ttourish. 
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CHAP.   IX. 

"  He  is  next  to  tlie  gods,"  says  Claudian,  "  wLoni 
reason,  not  passion,  impels,  and  who,  afttr 
weigliing  the  facts,  can  measure  the  punishment 
with  discretion."/ 

I  have  commenced  this  cliapter  with  the  above 
passage,  because  I  deem  it  well  adapted  to  the 
character  of  the  dignified  personage  of  whom  1  ani 
about  to  speak.  In  even,-  situation  in  which  be 
has  been  placed,  and  through  all  the  difficulties 
and  dangers  with  which  he  has  contended  since 
his  accession  to  the  throne,  the  Emperor  of  Russia 
has  invariably  shown  tlie  same  courage,  prudence^ 
and  moderation.  By  his  virtue,  wisdom,  and 
perseverance,  he  may  be  said  to  have  conquered 
adversity,  and  turned  the  tide  of  fortune  in  hb 
own  favour ;  or  ixrliaps,  I  ought  rather  to  say,  that 
God,  who  delights  in  good  works  and  upright 
intentions,  has  aided  his  virtuous  career,  and 
enabled  him  to  overcome  obstacles  such  as  would 
have  crushed  a  man  of  unrighteous  principles,  and 
confounded  all  bis  projects. 


•  "  P"-  — oximus  ille  est 

■>,  non  ira  movet,  qui  facta  rcpendens 
ve  potest." 
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The  commencement  of  his  reign  was  dark  and 
stormy ;  but  the  sun  of  glory  soon  burst  fortli,  and 
dispersed  the  gathering  clouds.  A  band  of  young 
officers,  wiio  served  in  tlie  campaign  against  Bou- 
naparte,  and  had  imbibed,  during  their  residence 
in  Trance,  tliose  t>ernicious  democratic  principles 
which  have  already  shaken  to  their  foimdations 
many  of  the  nrost  ancient,  solid,  and  religious 
institutions  of  Euroj>e,  now  conceived  the  crinjinal 
scheme  of  extirjMling  the  Imperial  family,  and 
establishing  a  republican  form  of  government ! 

Never  was  a  wilder  or  more  absurd  project 
concerted.  And  by  whom  ?  By  a  band  of  incx 
perienced,  hot-headed  young  men,  whose  audacity 
and  presumption  were  only  equalled  by  their 
ignorance  and  inipietj'.  But  the  Great  Arbiter  of 
the  fate  of  empires  and  all  lunnan  affairs,  in  his 
inscrutable  wisdom  and  mercy,  diought  fit  to 
frustrate  their  horrible  and  sanguinary  designs, 
which  would  have  plunged  Russia  into  a  civil  war, 
and  destroyed  for  ever  the  peace,  happiness,  and 
prosperity  of  her  faithfiil  and  excellent  people. 
The  few  who  were  credulous  enough  to  listen  to 
those  misled  and  presumptuous  youths  no  sooner 
discovered  their  real  intentions,  and  the  deceptions 
practised  to  entice  them,  than  tliey  abandoned 
them  to  their  fate.  Tlie  Emperor,  on  this 
critical  and  awful  occasion,  discovered  great 
courage  and  firmness;  and,  indeed,  behaved  like 
a  hero  of  the  first  class :  a  hero,  whose  bosom 
glowed  wiUi  all  the  finer  feelings  of  humanity, 
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Not  long  after  this  event,  he  was  forced  into  a 
contest  with  Persia,  caused  by  the  intrigues  of  a 
certain  power  at  the  court  of  Telieran.  His 
enemies,  liowevcr,  were  disappointed ;  for  tlie  war 
was  very  soon  decided  in  the  Emperor's  favour,  by 
his  valiant  troops  carrying  their  victorious  arms  to 
the  very  walls  of  the  capital,  and  forcing  the  Shah, 
who  had  been  weak  enough  to  listen  to  foreign 
counsels,  to  accept  a  peace  on  whatever  terms  the 
fmperor  chose  to  dictate.  Considering  that  the 
sovereign  of  Persia  was  the  aggressor,  he  was 
treated  with  great  generosity,  having  been  obliged 
to  pay  only  the  exi)enses  of  the  war,  and  cede 
certain  boundaries,  which  became  absolutely  neces- 
sary  to  secure  the  frontier,  on  the  Emperor's  side, 
from  the  danger  of  such  sudden  attacks  in  future. 

This  war  was  scarcelj'  finished,  when  the  in- 
trigues of  the  envious  again  involved  him  in  a 
dispute  with  the  Sultan  of  Turkey.  At  the  com- 
mencement the  armies  of  Russia  were  headed  by 
the  Emperor  in  person.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  after 
several  bloody  battles,  and  passing  mountains 
which  had  never  before  been  trod  by  aii  enemy, 
as  well  as  taking  a  number  of  fortified  places 
hitherto  deemed  impregnable,  the  Russian  troops 
penetratc-d  into  the  lieart  of  Turkey  ;  where  the 
Emperor,  if  he  were  as  ambitious  as  his  enemies 
pretend,  might  have  planted  his  standard  on  the 
walls  of  Constantinople,  in  spite  of  the  world  in 
arms.  But  his  moderation  nnd  greatness  of  soul 
prompted  him  to  act  diflvrently.  He  granted  the 
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[ant  to  comply  with  tiie  Sultan's  request,  liis 
[ipital  must  liave  fallen.  But  fleets  and  armies 
'ere  despatched  with  such  expedition,  that  tlie 
''iceroy's  hitherto  victorious  career  was  suddenly 
.■hecked;  and  the  Emperor  insisted  on  his  return- 
ng  into  Egypt  before  he  would  permit  the  Sultan 
UJ  listen  to  any  proposals  for  a  negotiation. 

When   the  other   powers   of  Europe  saw  with 
what  zeal  and  activity  the  monarch  of  Russia  had 
complied  with  the  solicitations  of  his  neighbour, 
now  his  friend,  they  likewise  affected  to  take  an 
active  ^lart,  pretending  to  interfere  in  behalf  of 
the  Sultan,  whom  tliey  endeavoured  to  render  sus- 
picious as  to  tlie  real   motives   of  the  Emperor's 
conduct ;  hinting   that  he  was  governed   by   the 
unpulses  of   ambition,    and   liad   secret   designs 
against  the  independence  of  Turkey.    Indeed,  the 
French  ambassador  went  so  far  as  to  request  the 
Sultan   to  desire  the  Emperor  to  withdraw  his 
troops.     The  former,    however,   being   a  man  of 
firm  character,  and  feeling  confident  of  the  disin- 
terested conduct  of  his  ally,  refused;  whilst  the 
latter  declared,  loudly  and  formally,  lliat  his  fleets 
and  troops  should  not  quit  Turkey  until  the  armies 
of  the  Viceroy  had  retreated  beyond  the  Sultan's 
frontiers.     This  declaration  w.is  followed  up  by  a 
reinforcement  of  siiips  and   troops;  and   the   in- 
triguing envoy  of  France,  and  likewise  those  of 
other  nations,  found  themselves  obliged  to  submit; 
whilst  the  London  and  Paris  journals  fimied  and 
fretted  in  the  most  violent  manner,  saying  that 
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Blessed  with  a  religious,  brave,  industrious,  and 
loyal  people,  a  powerful  and  invincible  army,  and 
an  empire  wbose  resources  are  inexhaustible,  tlie 
Emperor  of  Russia  stands  upon  an  impregnable 
rock,  against  which  the  storms  of  anarcliy,  irre- 
ligion,  and  democracy  spend  their  fury  in  vain ! 

Hitherto  1  have  spoken  of  this  monarch  in  his 
political  relations  only ;  let  us  now  take  a  glance 
at  his  private  life — if  an  emperor  may  be  said  to 
have  any  private  moments.  His  illustrious  con- 
sort, one  of  the  finest  women  in  Europe,  is  the 
daughter  of  the  good  and  excellent  King  of  Prus- 
sia, and  is  as  remarkable  for  virtue  as  for  dignity, 
elegance  of  manners,  and  superior  accomplish- 
nients.  Never  were  two  pei-sons  more  exactly 
suited  to  each  other  in  nund,  character,  and  per- 
son. At  court  she  shines  the  "  fairest  of  the 
fair,"  and  is  immediately  recognised  by  her  impe- 
rial mien,  added  to  the  most  mild  and  amiable 
manners,  making  herself  admired  and  beloved  by 
all  those  who  surround  her. 

But  wtio  is  it  that  we  see  in  the  midst  of  a  group 
of  military  officers  collected  before  a  large  body  of 
troops,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle ;  who  towers 
above  the  rest ;  whose  aspiring  mien,  commanding 
features,  masculine  form,  and  eagle  eye,  attract 
all  beholders?  It  is  the  Emix-ror  !  Even  those 
who  see  him  for  the  first  time  exclaim,  involunta- 
rily, "  Surely  that  must  be  the  monarch." 

His  appearance  corresponds  in  every  respect 
with  the  transcendent  powers  of  his  mind,  and  the 
M  4 


iwiHjr. — ma 

boKwi  of  his  fiunilj ;  i 
buainess,  die  bliss  of 
ntrroanded  by  the  fi 
congrnUI  souls  hare 
produced  beings  b«>au 

Obaerre  ihe  heir  to 
MXteen,  be  already  b 
tnctivc  features  aJI  tht 
•oJ  generosity,  whic 
f*lher.  A  tniveJU-r,  w 
•«»d  bad  an  opportunii 
ierrsting,  «nd,   f  must 

nearly,  exclaimed, "  | 

of  don>«tic  happiness  I 

fxtraortl/nan-  s<nerci;fn 

weU  as  in  public   Jifc  J 

being  the  subject  of  a  pi 

hit  couraj^,  wisdom,  ai 

•e»es  aJJ  the  finer  feelin, 

not  despise  ilie  auaot 

—  >U  I"  ^^— 


AN    IRtSU    TRAVELLER. 


249 


attacliment  tbey  bear  him,  and  judge  impar- 
lly  of  their  relative  situations.    His  activity,  and 
eniion  to  the  careful  managetiientofaH  the  public 
fititutions  for  the  education  ofyoutli,  are  beyond 
1  praise.     He  visits  every  part  of  them  himself; 
icaniines  the  food,  clothing,  chambers,  bedding, 
ospitals,  kitchens,  &c. ;  arriving,  often,  when  he 
J  least  expected  by  the  directors ;  and  enquires, 
lot  only  into  the  progress,  but  the  conduct  and 
norals  of  the  scholars.     In  fact,  nothing  escapes 
his  notice,  nor  can  any  thing  be  proposed  to  his 
decision   and  jiitlgniciit   that   he   does   not   coni- 
prelicnd  in  all  its  bearings.    The  Russian  military 
education  and  discipline  are  extremely  strict ;  one 
'   of  the  concurring  causes  which  render  the  Em- 
peror's officers  and  troops  so  highly  distingiiishctl. 
Although  he  is  obliged  to  be  severe,  on  points 
touching  tlie  rules  and  regulations  of  the  service, 
yet  l)is  humanity  and  goodness  of  heart  often  make 
him  pass  over  slight  offences.     Soldiers  are  not 
allowed  to  buy  liquor  except  on  certain  holydays; 
and  tiiose  who  procure  it  at  other  times,  and  con- 
vey it  into  liie  barracks,  expose  themselves  to  tlie 
risk  of  being  punisiied.    Once,  when  the  Emperor 
was  on  his  way  to  review  a  regiment,  in  passing 
near  the  barracks  he  discovered  a  soldier  walking 
along  with  a  bottle  under   his  arm,  before  the 
latter  perceived  him.    The  man  was,  of  course, 
greatly  embarrassed,  as  lie  drew  himself  up  to 
salute  the  Emperor;  which  his  Imperial  Majesty 
perceiving,  said  to  him,  "  Run,  my  good  fellow, 
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as  quick  as  possible,  and  hide  your  botUe ;  for  mr 
brother,  the  Grand  Duke,  is  not  far  behind  me,  and 
if  he  sees  you  with  Uqiior,  he'll  punish  you." 

Not  long  after  the  Emperor  came  to  the  throne, 
he  paid  a  visit  to  the  mine  corps,  or  College  of 
Mineralogy,  where  young  men  receive  an  educa- 
tion to  fit  them  for  superintending  the  mines  of 
Perm  and  Siberia-  There  were  a  number  of  fine 
specimens  of  mineralogy  arranged  scientifically 
in  glass  cases,  and,  as  it  was  thought,  in  perfect 
order.  The  director,  in  conducting  tlie  Emperor 
through  the  different  apartments,  pointed  out 
whatever  he  considered  most  worthy  his  notice- 
After  admiring  and  examining  several  of  the  col- 
lections, the  Emperor  at  length  stopped  before  a 
glass  case  which  particularly  drew  his  attention: 
and,  taking  up  one  of  the  specimens,  said,  "  Mr. 
Director,  I  do  not  profess  to  be  a  connoisseur  in 
tliese  things ;  but,  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with 
mineralogj',  1  am  inclined  to  think  this  object  is 
not  in  its  place,  as  it  belongs  to  such  a  class," 
naming  a  case  he  had  previously  inspected.  The 
director  was  siwprised,  and  immediately  sent  for 
the  mineralogist  who  had  arranged  them.  When 
he  came  the  specimen  was  shown  him  ;  and,  wjtli- 
out  being  informed  of  what  tlie  Emperor  said,  he 
was  asked  where  it  belonged.  He  replied,  to  such 
a  case,  naming  the  one  marked  out  by  ll»e 
Emperor. 

Tliis  anecdote  would  not  be  worth  mentioiiing 
if  the  Emperor  had  been  known  to  Itave  particu- 
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[studied  mineralogy,  but  such  is  not  the  case; 
prefore  serves  to  illustrate  liis  retentive  me- 
and  general  knowledge. 

him  where  you  please,  he  discovers  the 
le  genius  and  penetration.     On  board  a  cutter, 
rigate,  or  a  ship  of  the  line,  he   is  equally  at 
le.      If  there  be   the  slightest   thing  out   of 
ler,  a  yard  badly  squared,  a  brace  too  slack,  or 
rope  of  the  running  rigging  not  belayed  in  its 
he  discovers  it  immediately.     He  has  been 
aown  to  arrive  suddenly  at  Cronstadt,  and  get 
liinself  rowed  off  to  a  frigate  in  the  roads,  without 
riving  the    admiral  any  notice  of  his   intention, 
nil  liis  standard  was  hoisted,  and  a  signal  made 
to  the  fleet    to  get    under   weigh ;  which  he  has 
manoeuvred  himself  in  the    most  masterly  style. 
'When  he  returned  to  the  anchorage,  he  has  in- 
vjtetl  the  admiral  on  board  to  dine,  and  publicly 
thanked  him    for   the  able  manner  in  which  the 
fleet  performed  their  evolutions.     Should  any  of 
llie  captains  make  a  blunder  during  the  time,  or  be 
deficient  in  making  the  signals,  he  was  sure  to  get 
a   reprimand.       When  the   corps   of  guards   arc 
drawn  up  before  him,  at   a  review,  if  a  single 
jldier   is    misplaced,    badly  accoutred,    or    the 
lightest  derangement  takes    place,    he    instantly 
perceived  it  as  he  gallops  along  the  lines.    Nothing 
rapes  his    penetrating   glance,    and    still    mort* 
ercing  intellect,  where  sound  judgment  presides 
ver  a  well-digested  mass  of  the  most  useful  ac- 
quirements. 
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There  is  nothing  connected  with  the  interests 
of  liis  empire,  presented  for  his  consideration, 
that  he  is  not  capable  of  comprehending  and  de- 
ciding upon  impartially  and  correctly.  Alwap 
on  the  alert,  and  constantly  disposed  towards  the 
side  of  justice,  if  there  be  abuses  in  Russia,  they 
certainly  cannot  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  Em* 
peror.  Of  this  all  his  subjects  are  so  perfectly 
satisfied  that  they  give  him  full  credit  for  his 
paternal  care,  and  are  ready  at  every  moment  to 
spend  the  last  drop  of  their  blood  in  his  service. 
His  confidence  in  them  is  not  less  conspicuous: 
for  he  often  perambulates  the  streets  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburgh  on  foot,  entirely  unattended.  Nay,  more; 
he  makes  a  journey  of  many  miles  in  a  common 
post  waggon  alone,  without  even  a  companion. 
He  is,  perhaps,  the  only  monarch  of  Europe  who 
dares  to  trust  himself  to  his  people,  unguarded 
and  unattended. 

I  could  relate  a  hundred  anecdotes  of  his 
amiable  temper  and  condescension  ;  his  playing 
at  the  boyish  games  with  the  cadets;  his  sports 
with  his  own  children ;  his  conversation  with  the 
soldiers,  whom  he  embraces  according  to  the 
Russian  custom  at  the  Easter  holidays,  —  that  is 
to  say,  a  certain  number  who  have  distinguished 
themselves ;  with  many  other  traits  to  prove  his 
being  a  good  man,  as  well  as  a  great  potentate. 

The  Greek  religion,  which  is  adopted  in  this 
counlrj',  is  the  most  ancient  and  orthodox  of  the 
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world.  The  seirice  is  imposing ;  and  instead  of 
organs  and  instruments,  the  human  voice  is  alone 
heard  —  tlian  which  notliiiigis  more  truly  ferx'ent, 
or  tends  to  elevate  the  soul  towards  its  Creator.  The 
first  time  I  heard  the  choir  at  the  Emperor's  chapel, 
I  was  enchanted  and  ruised  above  the  feelinmi  oi' 
my  nature,  by  music  of  the  most  touching  charac- 
ter I  had  ever  heard;  each  reciting  his  part  with 
such  exquisite  skill  and  taste,  as  to  produce  a 
concert  of  celestial  melody.  Tlien,  tire  richness 
and  beauty  of  the  altar,  the  magnificent  costume 
of  the  priests,  and  tlie  solemn  and  impressive 
manner  in  which  they  performed  the  ser\'ice, 
combine  to  raise  the  mind  to  the  regions  of  the 
blessed. 

The  splendour  of  the  Greek  Church  has 
been  criticised  by  those  who  pretend  that  our 
Maker,  according  to  the  Gospel,  ought  to  be  wor- 
shipped with  the  greatest  meekness  and  simplicity. 
But  I  am  of  opinion  meekness  and  simplicity 
apply  to  the  heart  and  the  inward  state  of  the 
mind ;  for  nothing  can  be  too  splendid  or  too 
magnificent  to  offer  to  the  Deity.  I  therefore 
admire  the  stately  and  richly  endowed  chnrches 
of  Russia :  and  not  less  so  the  purity  and  simpli- 
city of  heart  with  which  the  people  generally 
offer  up  tlieir  prayers  in  them.  Their  devotion  is 
tndy  sincere ;  and  as  they  attend  the  churches 
regularly  from  their  infancy,  if  they  were  not 
religious  from  sentiment,  they  would  become  so 
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from  an  habitual  attendance  on  divine  service.     A 
man  must  be  very  callous  indeed,  who  hears  the 
word  of  God  preached  to  him  and  remains  un- 
moved by  the  simplicity  and  beauty  of  the  lan- 
guage.    Besides,  as  he  is  brought  to  tlie  confession 
of  his  sins,  in   Russia,   once  a  year,    few   men'* 
hearts  are  so  hardened  as  not  to  yield  before  the 
throne  of  grace,  and  ask  for  mercy  and  forgive- 
ness.    There  is  an  edict  which   obliges  all  those 
persons  who  serve  the  crown,  and  the  lower  classes, 
no  matter  what  may  be  tlieir  religion,  to  take  die 
sacrament  once  a  year,  according  to  tlieir  tenets, 
under  pain  of  doing  penance  for  every  such  neg- 
lect, as  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  church  to 
which  they  belong.     The  Greek  religion,  tliat  is 
to  say,  the  religion  of  Russia,  is  very  strict  on  this 
head.     Tliis  is  certainly  a  very  proper  r^ulation. 
Every    one    tliere    keeps    the    great    fast,   during 
which  he  eats  neither  butter,  meat,  cheese,  milk, 
eggs,  or  cream ;  and  on  certain  days  only  vegeta- 
bles,  at  other  times  fish.     At  tlie  close  of  this 
fast,  he  confesses  his  sins  before  God,  to  a  clergy- 
man, who  does  not,  like  the  Catliolic  priests,  grant 
him  a  free  pardon  for  all  the  enormities  he  may 
have  committed.      He  is  merely  the  witness  of 
his  repentance  and  confession  before  God,  exhort- 
ing him,  praying  for  him,  and,  in  fine,  giving  him 
his   blessing,    without    attempting    to   take    upon 
himseJf  what  belongs  to  God  alone.     It  is  not  for 
mortal  man  to  assume  the  piower  of  pardoning 
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offences  coniinitte<l  against  Heaven.  He  wlio 
created  us,  and  who  knows  tlie  secrets  of  our 
hearts  and  tlic  purport  of  our  sojourn  upon  earth, 
can  alone  pardon  our  transgressions  —  for  it  is 
He  only  who  can  judge  them  impartially. 

Your  philosophers,  liberals,  and  propagandi, 
who  seek  to  persuade  us  there  is  nothing  like  the 
"  march  of  intellect,"  and  that  religion  and  priests 
are  mere  folly  and  su|K'rstitition,  have  offered  us 
no  substitute,  —  no  hope  to  cling  to  in  limes  of 
aickness  and  suffering,  —  no  slieet  anchor  to  moor 
by,  when  our  vessel  is  in  danger  of  being  driven 
and  dashed  to  pieces  against  the  rocks  of  eternity. 
I  wish  I  could  transport  one  of  those  atheists  into 
the  cottage  of  a  poor  Russian  peasant,  when  on 
his  death-bed  he  receives  the  last  sacrament  at 
tlie  hands  of  his  pastor  and  confessor,  that  lie 
might  behold  with  what  calm  resignation  and  for- 
titude he  resigns  his  life  into  the  hands  of  hie 
Maker  !  A  smile  of  confidence  and  hope  in  the 
goodness  and  mercy  of  God  illumes  the  last  feeble 
expression  of  his  languid  features.  Not  so  that 
wretch  meets  his  liite  who  has  been  brought  up 
in  the  school  of  impiety.  His  philosophy  then 
deserts  liim  ;  terror  takes  possession  of  his  imagin- 
ation ;  no  consolation  is  left,  for  his  confidence 
in  God  has  been  shaken ;  and  he  dies  in  an  agony 
of  doubt  and  despair.  What  a  contrast !  And 
where  is  the  man  who  has  ever  fell  the  benign  in- 
fluence of  religion  and  virtms  who  could  be  weak 
and  stupid  enough  to  resign  them  for  tlie  flimsy 
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and  unstable  doctrines  of  the  new  school  ?     Cef- 
tainly  not  a  subjt-ct  of  Russia. 

Some  English  gentlemen  happened  to  be  pre- 
sent one  day  while  a  Te  Deum  was  celebrated  by 
die    Emperor    of   Russia    in    person,    and   about 
60,000  men,  in  the  open  field.      When  the  whole 
body  of  troops,  at  a  particular  part  of  the  prayers, 
fell  on  their  knees,  and  to  a  man  seemed  wrapt  in 
fervent  devotion,  they  were  so  struck   witli  the 
solemnitj'   of  the    thanksgiving,    that    they  shed 
tears,  and  declared  they  had  never  in  their  lives 
before  fell  so  sincerely  moved  b}'  any  religious 
ceremony.     Such    a  profoiuid    silence    prevailed, 
and  such  a  deep  attention  to  the  praj-ers,  that  the 
voice  of  thf  priests  and   the  singers  were   heard 
distinctly  on  all  sides.     Then  at  the  close,  when 
the  EmjMTor  passed  by  the  front  of  every  regi- 
ment, the  heartfelt  hurra  that  greeted  him   wu 
truly  exhilarating. 

"  There,"  said  my  guardian,  "  these  are  the 
people  whom  your  countrj'men,  ignorant  of  their 
language,  religion,  characters,  and  feelings,  have 
so  unjustly  6tigmatise<l  with  the  epithet  of  barba- 
rians !  Tell  them,  when  you  return  home,  that 
these  barbarians  are,  in  many  respects,  more  civil- 
ised than  themselves;  but,  above  all,  that  they 
are  honest,  good,  and  loyal  subjects,  educated  iii 
the  fear  of  God  and  love  of  their  sovereign,  and 
perform  their  duty  to  both  strictly.  Besides,  they 
are  generous,  hospitable,  and  kind ;  indulgent 
fathers,  and  dutiful  children ;  and  in  whose  bosoms 
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the  fire  of  patriotism  and  undaunted  courage  are 
not  to  be  extinguished  by  the  most  desperate  cir- 
cumstances. On  the  contrary,  in  times  of  imminent 
danger,  in  the  strife  of  battles,  or  in  the  agonies 
of  death,  it  is  tlien  their  fortitude  and  trust  in 
God  is  most  conspicuous ;    it  is  then  they  exhibit 
the  firmness,  resolution,  bravery,  and  piety,  in- 
stilled into  their  souls  by  a  pious  education  —  by 
being  taught,  from  their  earliest  infancy,  the  re- 
ligious duties  of  virtuous  subjects.     How  vain  and 
futile  would  appear  to   them  the    language   and 
impiety  of  the  new  school,  and  how  flimsy  and 
uncomfortable  the  promises  of  liberty  and  licen- 
tiousness, nicknamed  fquulky,  compared  witli  tliose 
of  religion  and  eternal  life  !     A  native  of  Russia 
would  smile  with  contempt  at  any  one  who  should 
offer    him   more  freedom    than  what  ho  already 
enjoys,    at  the  expense  of  his  soul.     He  would 
reject  the  proposal  with  disdain,  saying,    "  My 
religion   teaches  me,  that  licentiousness  and  re- 
bellion are  crimes  which  endanger  my  eternal  safe- 
ty; and  I  reject  them  as  wicked  and  unhallowed 
demons,  sent  to  disturb  my  peace  in   this  world, 
and   my  happiness  in  the   world  to  come.     And 
in  truth,  what  have  tliose  disbelievers  and  free> 
thinkers,  to  entice  him,  whose  faith  is  fixed  —  who 
believes  firmly  in  the  words  of  the  Gospel,  and 
mercy  and  clemency  of  an  Omnipotent  and  Be- 
nignant Creator  ?  " 

"  You  have  been  eloquent,"  replied  one  of  the 
gentlemen,  "  on   llie  subject  of  ilie   people   of 
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Russia,  and  not  less  so  in  exposing  the  fallacioiu 
doctrines  of  the  propagandi.  I  admire  your 
upinions  so  much,  tliat  I  could  wish,  on  your  re- 
turn to  Great  Britain,  you  would  publish  some 
tracts,  which  might  be  put  into  every  one's  hands, 
to  convince  the  people  of  the  folly  and  madnea 
of  listening  to  a  set  of  demagogues  and  ^otists, 
who  seek  nothing  but  their  own  advancement." 

"  Alas!  sir,"  answered  my  guardian,  "myefforti 
would  be  fruitless ;  but,  depend  upon  it,  tlie  time 
is  not  far  removed  when  the  Great  Disposer  of 
Events  will  bring  them  to  a  sense  of  their  iniquity. 
God  is  their  judge,  and  He  also  will  be  ihelr  car- 
rector." 

I  have  often  regretted  that  the  right  of  primoge- 
niture does  not  exist  in  this  country,  so  necessor) 
to  prevent  great  fortunes  from  being  divided  and 
ruined,  as  they  generally  are,  so  that  one  seldom 
sees  tliem  handed  down  to  die  second  or  third 
generation.  This  would  not  only  keep  an  im- 
mense solid  capital  in  the  coimtr}',  but  is  intrin- 
sically the  attribute  of  every  monarchical  govern- 
ment, which  ought  always  to  be  surrounded  and 
supported  by  a  wealtliy  and  respectable  aristo- 
cracy. That  of  Russia  is  certainly  a  very  rich  and 
respectable  one,  but  the  fortunes  are  loo  much 
divided;  and  the  titles  of  prince,  count,  Sic^  too 
widely  extended,  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  of 
I  those  who  possess  them.     Nothing  is  more   ridi- 

I  culous  and  mal-ii-propos  than  a  poor  count,  prince, 

I  or  baron,  who  is  obliged,  in  consequence  of  the 
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mediocrity  of  his  fortune,  to  employ  an  economy 
which  would  not  be  noticed  in  another,  but  in  him 
appears  low  and  mean.  It  brings  nobility  into 
disrepute,  as  mankind  generally  raise  their  ima- 
gination of  a  mati's  fortune  to  the  rank  lie  lioldn 
in  society ;  and,  when  they  find  him  wanting,  they 
regard  him  with  contempt,  unless  he  be  possessed 
of  extraordinary  talents  and  accomphshments  to 
distinguish  him  from  tlie  crowd. 

Wliilst  we  remained  at  the  capital,  we  became 
intimate  with  many  noble  families,  and  had,  con- 
sequently, during  three  or  four  years'  residence, 
time  to  study  tlie  manners,  customs,  and  charac- 
ters of  the  inhabitants  generally.  I  caimot  help 
repeating  the  good  opinion  I  entertain  of  their 
politeness,  generosity,  and  hospitality ;  nor,  in- 
deed, have  I  ever  met  with  more  real  friendship 
elsewhere.  The  ladies  are  very  elegant,  both  in 
their  dress  and  manners,  and  exceedingly  amiable 
withal,  but  are  rather  too  fond  of  dissipation. 

In  London  and  Paris  thefts  are  every  where 
committed  in  the  streets  in  open  day,  but  in  St. 
Petersburg  very  seldom  indee<l.  There,  I  have 
often  seen  a  boy  lying  asleep  with  his  basket  of 
bread,  apples,  cakes,  &c.,  at  his  side,  and  a  man  come 
and  shake  him  by  the  shoulder,  saying,  "  Wake  up, 
you  drowsy  fellow,  I  want  to  buy  something  from 
you."  In  either  of  the  above-mentione<l  capitals, 
his  basket  would  have  been  eased  of  its  contenu 
without  disHirbing  his  w-jMise.  In  a  very  jwpulous 
part  of  the  city  where  there  are  many  hucksters. 
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I  have  often  seen  them  merely  throw  a  light  cover- 
ing of  mats  or  linen  over  their  stalls,  whilst  they 
•went  home  to  dinner ;  and,  I  have  been  con- 
fidently assured,  no  one  ever  attempts  to  touch 
any  thing  during  their  absence.  There  are  cer- 
tainly thieves  and  bad  people  in  Russia  as  else- 
where, but  much  fewer  in  proportion  to  the  popu- 
lation than  in  any  other  country  where  I  have 
resided.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  brotherly  love 
and  fellow-feeling  amongst  the  poor.  Should  • 
drunken  man  be  so  far  gone  as  to  fall  down  in 
the  street,  at  a  distance  from  the  watchman's  stand, 
or  that  of  a  soldier  of  the  town  guard,  some  good- 
natured  person  either  conducts  him  home,  or  eUe 
delivers  him  to  the  nearest  policeman  to  taie 
charge  of  liim.  Throughout  the  people  are  re- 
markable for  their  kind,  hospitable,  and  generous 
feelings,  and  being  religious  also;  it  would  cer- 
tainly be  a  lamentable  misfortune  to  see  tliose 
excellent  qualities  perverted  by  the  introduction 
of  the  new-fangled  impious  doctrines  prevalent  in 
other  parts  of  Europe.  For  this  reason,  I  have 
always  wished  to  see  foreign  customs,  manners, 
and  languages  less  used  in  Russia;  and,  were  I 
the  Emperor,  I  would  have  no  political  liauoms  in 
the  form  of  alliances  with  any  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  farther  than  relatetl  to  commerce.  Hav- 
ing nothing  in  common  with  them,  and  seeing  the 
mischief  and  the  horrors  ihetr  political  dogmas 
have  produced,  I  would  keep  mj-self  to  myself  as 
much  as  possible.    I  would  do  every  thing  different 
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1     from  them ;  have  uniforms  and  dresses  of  my  own 
L     country,   corresp{mdiii<r  with   ilie  liabits,  climate, 
f     &e. ;  and,  in  fact,  would  copy  notliiny  I  could  pos- 
'     sibly  avoid,  in  order  to  preserve  my  people  in  all 
their  original   fidelity  to   their  God,   their    sove- 
reign, tlieir  government,  and  good  old  primitive 
habits  and  manners. 
I  Although  Moscow  is,  upon  the  whole,  infinitely 

I  more  national  in  marniers  and  customs  than  St. 
Petersburg,  I  wiia  sorry  to  perceive  even  tliere 
the  French  language  fastiionable,  and  that  a  bias 
I  in  favour  of  foreign  articles  was  also  very  preva- 
lent. Before  I  finally  quitted  Russia,  this  city 
had  become  more  flourisliing  than  ever,  taking 
the  lead  as  a  manufacturing  place;  nevertheless, 
it  was  curious  to  see  one  half  the  shops,  in  imita- 
tion of  those  of  the  capital,  exhibiting  signs  in  all 
the  languages  of  Europe,  to  reconnnend  their 
commodities,  which  were  entirely  of  home  manu- 
facture. This,  it  seenjs,  was  done  to  entice  a  cer- 
tain class  of  customers,  who  even  to  the  last 
moment  will  not  sufler  themselves  to  be  convinced 
that  any  thing  fit  for  use  can  be  made  at  home.* 


•  Wiilst  at  tlie  capital  wc  became  very  intimate  with  Mr. 
Kazc<laoIew,  tlie  Minister  of  the  Interior,  u  sensible,  well- 
iuformcd  stitteainan,  and  a  genuine  friend  of  his  country ; 
but  many  people  in  Russia,  from  a  prejudice  of  foreign  pro- 
ductions, laughed  at  him,  and  endeavoured  to  put  him  down, 
because  he  insisted  u|K>n  forming  roanufactorie«  in  his  own 
country  of  certain  objectit  of  general  conituinptiun  which  wcra 
formerly  purchiucd  from  foreigners.     As  we  took  o  decided 
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I  confess,  however,  tliat  this   want  of  patriotuin 
is  confined  to  those  rich  and  capricious  people, 


part  with  him,  and  assisted  his  views  by  publishing  a  i 
papers  in  the  public  journals  in  favour  of  his  systeta,  be  mo- 
ceived  a  great  friendship  for  us,  and,  in  turn,  endeavoured  to 
promote  our  designs  for  the  amelioration  of  Kamschatka: 
but  all  our  schemes  proved  aliortive,  and,  owing  to  the  invi- 
dious, malicious  interference  of  the  directors  of  the  Russiib 
American  Company,  were  productive  of  great  losses  to  ns. 
without  altering  the  miserable  condition  of  the  native^  except 
for  the  worse. 

The  great  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
manufactures  of  Russia  is,  in  justice,  due  to  the  energ)-,  per- 
severance, and  unshaken  patriotism  of  Mr.  Kozedaolevr,  who, 
braving  the  scorn  and  reproaches  of  his  enemies,  perasted  id 
the  establishment  of  certain  branches  of  industry  winch  hax 
since  flourished  and  come  to  perfection.  A  ma&s  of  capital 
is,  consequently,  kept  at  home  that  formerly  went  into  the 
pockets  of  strangers.  To  such  a  man  and  such  a  patriot, 
gratitude  ought  to  have  erected  n  statue.  However,  h» 
fnends  may  console  themselves  with  the  assurance  ihat  he 
has  left  a  monument  "  trre  perrnniiu"  in  the  hearts  of  aD 
who  knew  him,  and  love  their  country.  His  name  must  t>r 
handed  down  to  posterity  amongst  the  few  whom  honour  aad 
integrity  have  emblazoned  with  deathless  fame.  Whilst  alliKl- 
ing  to  those  who  have  exerted  thcni.selve.s  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic weal.  Captain  Rikord  must  not  be  forgotten.  He  was  the 
only  disinterested  character  of  all  the  chiefs  appointed  to  go- 
vern in  Kamscliatka.  He  delighted  in  relieving  their  wanis, 
cherished  them,  introduced  many  important  improvements 
in  agriculture  and  ■jardcning ;  and,  in  fact,  did  every  thing 
that  could  he  done  during  his  administration,  with  the  circum- 
scribed means  [)laced  at  his  disposal.  It  was  his  representa- 
tion that  procured  from  the  Emperor  rations  of  flour  for  the 
clergy  of  that  country,  where  very  little  grain  is  produced. 
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'ho  also  affect  to  be  in  a  tremor  sltould  any  one 
address  tliem  in  their  native  language.  This  is 
ill  more  astonishing,  when  it  is  recollected  that 
e  native  tongue  of  Russia  is  extremely  soft  and 
rich ;  yet,  so  prone  were  the  fashionable  people 
to  the  use  of  French,  that  in  all  well-bred  socie- 
ties it  was  the  universal  medium  of  conversation. 
Latterly,  however,  I  was  rejoiced  to  see  more 
attention  paid  to  the  native  langufige ;  and,  at  pre- 
sent, it  is  cultivated  by  many  who  formerly  only 
used  it  in  their  intercourse  with  the  [)easantry  and 
llieir  domestics. 

From  this  lengthened  dissertation  on  the  moral 
and  political  condition  of  the  ijeople,  among  whom 
we  were  sojourning,  let  me  now  return  to  my  own 
personal  narrative.  During  our  residence  at  St. 
Petersburg  my  beloved  Daria  had  blessed  nie  with 


They  remember  Cnptain  Rikord's  interference  in  ihcir  behalf 
with  feelings  of  gmtitude.  His  successors  tlvutight  of  nothing 
but  filliiiK  their  own  pockets,  and  undoinp  all  the  good  their 
predcccssiir  hud  contrived  to  effect.  They  have  reduced 
the  nntives  to  n  state  of  the  utmost  wretchedness  and  poverty^ 
Mid  have,  in  fnct,nhno><t  depopulated  the  peninsula. 

OovcTnnient  ought  10  have  retlccted  on  the  folly  of  sending 
a  number  of  officers  to  govern  a  country  possessing  only  a 
hanilful  of  inhabitants,  unless  they  meant  to  colonise  it;  and, 
under  any  circumstances,  at  such  an  immense  distance  from  the 
cnpitnl,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  prevent  vcnnlity,  cruelty, 
and  injustice.  Kamschntka  is  in  a  dt-ploniblc  condition;  it  is 
an  expense  to  the  state;  and  the  miserable  rcniaini  of  a  once 
floniiahing  popuhition  are  on  the  point  of  being  extirpated. 
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a  ikaghter.     The  prospect  of  a  familv,  and  tiie 
duties  and   responsibilities    inseparable   from  it, 
rerx  con^derably  diminished  the  restJess  passion, 
which,  previous  to  my  marriage,  had  urged  nic  to 
seek  for  happiness  in  a  wandering  and  unsetded 
life.     In  my  conversations  with  Daria,  I  had  fre- 
quendj   expatiated    with   a    feeling    of    nation*! 
pride  on  the  beauty  and   fertility  of  my  natire 
laud     I  described  the  freedom  of  its  govemmenl, 
tite  nmnifioeoce  of  its  cities,  and,  above  all,  the 
happiiKss  and  security  of  an   Elnglishman's  fire- 
adcv  wbere  alone  the  domestic  virtues  are  duly 
dwridwd  and  enjoyed.     Such  a  fascinating  pio 
one  was  well  calculated  to  excite  in  her  mind  the 
desire  to  visit  a  country  of  which  she  had  beard 
a»  mich.     With  the  c-oncurrence  of  mv  guardian, 
Aewfcw>   a  journey    to   England    was    speedily 
and  whilst  he  superintended  the  requi- 
I  departed  with   my  wife  and 
on  a  short  tour  through  some  of 
dw    aiore    soathern    provinces    of    the    empire. 
Moaeov  ««s  the  first  city  at  which  we  made  any 
(MHlderable  suj ;  and  after  viewing  every  object 
wwdiiy  of  attcocion   in  lliat  singular  mixture  of 
Eanpeon  and  Oriental  magnificence,  we  pursued 
«ar  route  thro*^  Madimir,  to  the  &mous  old 
Mm  of  Nijoa  Xorogorod.     We  passed  through 
i^  md  ttoifftd  at  the  estate  of  the   Prince  of 
0(«cgHi,  to  whom  we  were    introduced    by   his 
siMer«  and  who  would  not  hear  of  our  leaving 
Russia  wiUMWt  s-  "  celebrated  feir  annually 
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leld  at  Novogorod.  We  returned  with  him  to 
;!»€  town  ;  where,  iti  the  enjoyment  of  his  splen- 
did hospitality,  and  the  society  of  a  number  of 
genteel  persons  who  came  to  the  fair,  our  time 
passed  away  imperceptiblj'. 

The  town  was  literally  filled  with  visitors  whilst 
it  lasted.  There  was  a  club  established  by  the 
nobles,  where  a  ball  was  given  once  a  week,  which, 
added  to  the  many  private  dinners  and  entertain- 
ments of  the  inhabitants,  with  theatrical  amuse- 
ments, kept  us  constantly  engaged.  The  society 
wu  verj'  brilliant,  and  animated  by  the  presence 
of  several  beautiful  women,  who  danced  elegantly, 
and  were  very  genteel  in  their  manners.  I  confess 
1  was  surprised  to  find  myself  so  well  ple<ised  with 
a  provincial  town,  after  a  long  residence  in  tlie 
capital,  and  to  see  so  much  gentility  and  good- 
breeding  in  the  interior  of  the  country. 

This  fair,  where,  I  have  been  told,  merchandise 
to  the  value  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  millions 
of  rubles  is  annually  sold,  exhibits  a  curious  and 
interesting  spectacle:  namely,  specimens  of  the 
costume  and  inhabitants  of  almost  every  country 
of  die  globe  assembled  on  one  spot.  So  great  are 
the  allurements  of  commerce,  that  many  of  the 
natives  of  Cashmere  and  India  visit  this  far-cele- 
brated mart  with  shawls,  and  other  Oriental  com- 
modities.*   Merchants  of  Russia  also  arrive  there 


*  I  met  there  a  merchant  from  India,  and  spoke  to  him  in 
bU  own  language :  he  told  me  he  came  from  the  province  of 
Sunt. 
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from  the  remotest  parts  of  Siberia,  a  distance  of 
four  or  five  thousand  miles.  During  a  month,  the 
time  allotted  by  law  for  holding  this  fair,  the  stir, 
bustle,  and  activity  that  prevailed  throughout 
amused  me  exceedingly ;  and  I  frequently  stopped 
to  listen  to  the  bargains  making  on  all  sides, 
and  to  witness  the  ease  with  which  many  ap- 
|>eared  to  manage  their  customers,  and  sell  off  their 
goods. 

The  Russians  have  a  verj'  enticing  way  of  lurinp 
people  to  purchase  their  noerchandise  ;  thoijgh  I 
cannot  praise  the  custom  of  asking  donble  the 
value  of  a  commodity,  and  then  lowering  down  bj 
flegrees  until  they  come  to  the  price  diat  suits  you. 
If  a  man,  unacquainted  with  the5e  matters,  and 
also  ignorant  of  the  price  of  the  article  he  wants, 
sroes  to  buy  of  them,  he  may  be  sorely  cheated. 

One  of  the  most  agreeable  public  amusements 
was  a  small  theatre,  where  the  scenes,  very  beau- 
tifully executed,  as  well  as  several  large  puppets. 
wh  ich  were  the  actors,  were  managed  by  mechanism ; 
and  t\\e  latter  being  moved  by  fine  wires,  had  a 
very  natural  effect.  Of  course  they  played  only 
pantomime,  but  their  actions  were  graceful ;  and 
tlio  rapidity  with  which  the  scenes  were  shifted 
really  surprised  me.  The  directors  and  secret 
mo\'crs  of  the  puppets  were  two  Germans,  who 
exhibited  sieges  and  sea-fights  "as  after-pieces  to 
their  pantomimes  ;  where  the  bursting  of  bombs, 
the  blowing  up  of  ships,  and  all  the  effects  of  fire 
and  water,  in  miniature,  were  most  faithfully  and 
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^^ocrectly  represented.  This  theatre  drew  more 
.visiters  than  the  lai^ger  ones ;  and  I  could  not  but 
fwimire  the  cleverness  and  skill  with  which  two 
men  contrived  to  manage  such  a  complicated  re- 
presentation. I  was  glad,  however,  when  the  fair 
ended,  and  we  obtained  the  Prince's  permission  to 
proceed  on  our  journey  homewards ;  for  he  wished 
us  to  return  with  him  to  his  estate,  and  pass  a  few 
days  there  previous  to  our  departure.  We  tliere- 
fjare  took  leave  of  our  hospitable  friend,  and, 
travelling  rapidly,  at  the  end  of  a  few  days  we 
/found  ourselves  again  in  St  Petersburgh. 
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We  remained  in  the  capital  merely  sufficient  time 
to  bid  adieu  to  the  numerous  circle  of  friend: 
whose  hospitalities  had  made  us  their  debtors,  and 
then  set  off  for  Cronstadt,  a  port  situated  aboat 
forty  miles  distant.  On  reaching  our  hotel,  we 
understood  from  the  landlord  that  a  grand  (etc 
was  to  be  given  that  very  day  by  a  member  of  the 
Imperial  family  at  Petershof,  a  palace  and  gardens 
opposite  the  town  on  the  main  land.  We  were,  of 
course,  very  desirous  of  being  present ;  but  the 
captain  told  us  we  could  not  quit  the  port  without 
the  express  permission  of  the  Military  Governor- 
General,  until  the  report  of  our  arrival  was  regis- 
tered, and  passports  issued  by  the  competent  au- 
thorities. However,  on  visiting  that  distinguished 
officer,  and  producing  the  Emperor's  passport,  be 
treated  us  with  marked  politeness,  telling  us  »e 
were  at  liberty  to  go  where  we  pleased.  After 
taking  an  early  repast,  I  set  off,  with  my  guardian 
and  Daria,  for  the  scene  of  these  festivities,  where 
we  found  an  immense  concourse  of  people  assem- 
bled. Tents,  of  various  dimensions,  erected  in  the 
gardens,  were  arranged  as  wine-shops  and  eating- 
iiouses ;  so  that  refreshments  of  every  description 
were  to  be  had  in  abundance.     A  splendid  illo- 
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xnination  took  place  in  the  evening,  tlie  effect  of 
which  was  heightened  by  strains  of  music  pro- 
ceeding from  various  parts  of  the  gardens,  and 
fountains  and  cascades  of  limpid  water,  which  shone 
in  the  brilliant  lamplight  like  liquid  silver.  In 
the  principal  promena<les,  the  whole  court  was 
seen  passing  to  and  fro  in  open  carriages ;  whilst 
the  interior  of  the  gardens  preseiue<l  a  scene  com- 
posed of  innumerable  costumes  of  rich  and  poor, 
high  and  low,  all  mingled  in  one  promiscuous 
assembly.  Although  the  crowd  was  so  immense, 
there  was  an  order  and  regularity  tliroughoiit  very 
gratifying  to  us,  who  had  witnessed  the  behaviour 
of  the  populace  of  other  countries  on  similar 
occasions. 

Here,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I  heard  a 
band  of  Russian  horn  music.  Fifty  or  sixty  men 
had  each  a  long  metal  tube,  resembling  a  trumpet, 
but  proportioned  in  length  to  the  note  he  was 
destined  to  sound.  Every  tube,  consequently, 
blew  only  a  single  note:  still  the  combination  of 
sounds  produced  an  exquisite  melody. 

As  the  night  was  perfectly  serene,  and  the  band 
placed  in  a  situation  where  every  tone,  floating 
sof\ly  on  the  air,  was  echoed  back  again,  the 
effect  was  delightful,  and  poured  a  flood  of  har- 
mony over  the  enamoured  senses. 

Whilst  all  these  things  were  going  on  in  the 
gardens  for  the  amusement  of  the  populace,  a 
suite  of  magnificent  rooms  in  the  interior  of  the 
palace  presented  an  assemblage  of  Uie  Imperial 
N    S 
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family  and  many  distinguished  characters,  of  boi^i 
Itiexes.  A  splendid  ball  ensued  ;  and,  as  tbi?  fes- 
Itival  was  given  by  the  Dowager  Empress  to  her 
son,  she  did  the  honours  of  die  entertainment, 
aided  by  the  Emperor,  who  strove  to  render  the 
company  gay  and  happy.  His  extremely  polite, 
condescending,  and  amiable  deportment  was  above 
all  praise:  and  it  was  difficult  to  say  in  which 
character  he  most  excelled,  the  gentleman  or  the 
monarcii. 

Having  satisfied  our  curiosity  at  the  ball,  Wc 
returned  to  the  gardens,  and,  after  rambling  about 
until  completely  fatigued,  we  went  into  a  tent,  and 
ordered  supper.  One  or  two  parties  of  our  ac- 
quaintance having  joined  us,  we  passed  some 
hours  in  agreeable  conversation ;  and  by  the  time 
we  got  back  to  our  lodgings  at  Cronstadt,  it  was 
already  near  three  in  the  morning. 

Having  determined  to  take  our  passage  in  a 
brig  boimd  from  thence  to  Lubeck,  we  went  to 
see  the  captain  on  board,  that  we  might  at  the  same 
time  examine  her  accommodations.  We  discovered 
him  seated  on  the  quarter-deck,  in  a  large  chair. 
from  which  he  with  difficulty  raised  his  huge  mass 
of  flesh  to  salute  us  as  we  approached  him.  The 
consul  declared  his  weight  to  be  upwards  of  five 
hundred  jwunds ;  yet,  when  once  upon  his  legs, 
he  displayed  much  more  activity,  and  walked 
lighter,  than  I  could  have  imagined  it  |>os9ible» 
considering  the  man  was  as  tliick  as  he  was 
tall. 
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,,  .Kvery  thing  m  die  vessel  corresponded  with  the 
tain  in  size,  but  particularly  tlie  companion- 
leiiding  into  the  cabin,  the  doors,  passages, 
chairs,  &e.  of  whicii^were  evidently  constructed  on 
a  larger  scale  than  usual. 

He  scemcfl  a  good-nalurcd,  obliging  fellow. 
£  conducted  us  to  the  cabin,  showed  us  the 
berths  we  should  have,  and  promised  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  make  our  pass<ige  as  agree- 
able as  possible.  We  llierefbre  did  not  hesitate  to 
e  accommodations  in  his  vessel,  which  was 
appointed  to  sail  the  following  day. 

We  repaired  on  board  at  die  time  appointed, 
d  found  the  captain  all  ready  to  start.  In  a 
minutes  after  we  set  sail,  with  a  Hne  fair  wind 
a  smooth  sea;  and,  from  appearances,  had 
on  to  cniiiit  u^Ktii  a  sliort  passage.  The  vessel 
'Bs  a  good  strong  one ;  she  sailed  well,  and  if  our 
captain  had  not  been  timid,  our  sanguine  anti- 
cipations might  have  been  realised.  But,  unfor- 
tuiiately,  tite  moment  the  wind  blew  fresh  he 
became  alarmed,  and  took  in  sail,  though  it  was 
perfectly  fair;  and,  in  spite  of  our  solicitations, 
persisted  in  taking  a  reef  in  his  topsails  every 
night.  We  were  consequently  ten  days  in  per- 
forming what  might  luive  been  readily  accom* 
plished  in  six.  However,  tlie  time  did  not  lie 
ivy  on  our  hands,  for  one  of  our  fellow-passen- 
rs,  who  afterwards  proved  very  usefid,  kept  us 
anmsed  with  his  wit,  and  a  number  of  verj*  enter- 
taining anecdotes. 
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In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  the  captain  en- 
quired what  baggage  we  had,  and  whether  tliere 
was  any  merchandise,  as  he  was  obliged  to  report 
all  articles  subject  to  duty.  Our  friend  answered 
for  tis  all. 

"  I  have  so  many  trunks,"  said  lie,  enumerating 
them,  "  and  these  gentlemen,  my  friends,  have, 
besides  their  ordinary  baggage,  some  boxes  con- 
taining presents,  which  they  are  taking  to  their 
friends,  and  they  rely  upon  you  lo  land  them  in 
safety,  on  their  paying  you  for  your  trouble." 

"  My  God  !  Sir,"  exclaimed  the  man-mountain, 
♦*  do  you  wish  to  ruin  me?  My  ship  will  be 
seized,  and  all  my  property  confiscated  !  I  cannot 
take  charge  of  them ;  they  must  be  thrown  into 
the  sea.  How  could  ye  be  so  imprudent,  gentle- 
men, as  to  bring  such  things  aboard,  without  in- 
forming me  of  your  intention  ?  I  am  sorrjs  very 
sorry  for  you,  but  the  goods  must  be  destroyed. 

"  Come,  come,  good  captain,"  said  our  friend ; 
"  you  have  carried  on  this  farce  long  enough.  It 
is  now  time  for  me  to  speak."  Then  lowering  his 
voice  80  as  not  to  be  heard  by  the  officers,  he  said,— 

**  I  am  well  aware  you  have  yourself  a  vast 
quantity  of  contraband  goods.  I  can  point  out 
llie  hiding-places  to  the  custom-house  officers,  be- 
cause I  saw  you  stow  tJbem  away.  So  no  more 
of  your  exclamations  and  objections.  If  you  re- 
fuse to  take  our  few  trifling  boxes  under  your 
protection,  the  moment  we  arrive  I  '11  inform 
against  yon,  and  have  all  your  hidden  merchandise 
N  5 


)0ioonAPHv  or 


ieSied.  Then,  indeed,  j-ou  may  truly  say  we  mean 
10  ruin  you." 

During  this  speech,  the  plump  rosy  (ace  of  tbt 
captain  became  pale  and  long ;  his  under  lip  feU 
as  if  he  had  lost  all  its  elasticity  :  and  he  coughed 
and  hemm'd  half  a  dozen  times,  unable  to  give 
utterance  to  sometliing  he  wished  to  imparl. 
Our  friend,  however,  continued,  "  I  shall  accept 
of  no  excuse ;  it  is  in  vain  to  prevaricate.  I 
know  all  your  secrets.  Shall  we  be  friends  or 
foes  ?     Here 's  my  linnd." 

The  captain  finding  his  trade  was  discovered, 
and  that  there  was  Jio  longer  any  hope  of  deceiviijv 
us,  smiled  and  gave  him  his  hand,  saying,  "  Welli 
my  loving  friend,  I  must  do  as  you  wish,  since  you 
have  discovered  nie.  But,  gentlemen,  I  trust  to 
your  honour;  for,  if  you  were  to  lisp  a  word  con- 
cerning contsaband,  they  would  search  the  vessel 
strictly,  and  I  should  be  ruined  for  ever." 

We  ail  promised  profound  secrecy :  the  boxes 
were  handed  over  to  him,  and  in  a  few  roinute» 
we  were  as  good  friends  as  ever. 

"There,"  said  our  companion,  "you  see  I 
know  how  to  manage  these  fellows.  Depend 
upon  it,  he  will  now  take  quite  as  good  care  of 
your  tilings  as  he  does  of  his  own ;  and  you  must 
confess  I  have  arranged  better  than  to  allow  you 
to  consign  your  property  to  Davy  Jones,  to  trig 
out  his  wife  with." 

I  tlianki-d  him,  and  said  I  was  much  indebted  on 
the  ladies'  accon  "or  my  own  part,  notwftlv 
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Standing  tlie  whole  airair  would  be  conductt;d 
under  tlic  auspices  of  the  fat  captain,  I  could  not 
help  tliiuking  myself  blanieable,  inasmucli  'm  wt^ 
obliged  him  to  take  upon  liim  the  task  of  cheating 
the  revenue  for  us. 

Ill  a  few  hours  after  the  vessel  arrived  at  Lii- 
beck  our  commodities  were  safely  handed  over 
lo  us,  and  we  proceeded  ou  our  journey  towards 
Havre  de  Grace,  a  French  port,  opposite  the 
Knglish  coast,  by  the  somewhat  circuitous  route  nt 
Berlin,  the  capital  of  Prussia.  Tliis  city  pleased 
file  much,  not  only  on  account  of  the  cleoidiness 
of  its  sti'eets,  but  the  style  of  its  architecture. 
Some  of  the  public  buildings  are  magnificent;  lor 
simplicity  and  elegance  supply  the  place  of  those 
tawdry  ornaments  with  which,  I  must  say,  it  is 
too  much  the  fasliion  to  surcharge  them  in  other 
cities  in  Europe.  Nothing  is  more  beautiful  in 
architecture  than  cohmins,  when  introduced  judi- 
ciously;  but,  if  a  building  is  overloaded  with  tliem, 
there  is  no  arcliitectui'al  ornament  so  heavy  and 
disagreeable  to  the  eye.  Columns,  however,  are 
not  meant  for  mere  display.  They  are  an  orna- 
mental method  of  sustaining  a  certain  weight,  so 
us  to  contribute,  at  the  same  time,  to  tlic  solidity  of 
the  edifice. 

Generally  speaking,  the  architecture  of  private 
houses  in  Berlin  is  solid,  chaste,  and  elegant;  the 
prototype  of  the  monarch  of  Prussia,  and  his  jiibt 
and  equitable  government.  He  is  a  most  exem- 
plary character,  a  good  and  just  man,  who  ha^"  • 
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paternal  afieclion  for  his  people,  and  whoee  wise 
and  firm  measures  preserved  them,  whUst  several 
of  the  neighbouring  states  were  torn  to  pieces  bj' 
civil  discord,  and  the  adoption  of  the  revolutionan' 
schemes  of  France.  Here,  thank  God,  they  have 
not  succeeded;  and  Russia,  in  close  alliance  with 
her  powerful  neighbour,  is  a  formidable  barrier 
against  the  advancement  of  Jacobinism  in  the 
North.  For  the  sake  of  religion,  order,  and  hu- 
manity, we  should  hope  they  will  never  cease  to 
resist,  with  all  their  force,  the  impious  projects  of 
the  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  mankind.  As  to 
the  King  of  Prussia,  his  example  in  private,  as  well 
as  public  life,  is  a  host  in  itself;  and,  as  the  natkm 
really  love  him,  and  respect  his  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice, we  may  look  upon  this  frontier  of  solid 
Christian  principles  as  impr^nable. 

Next  to  the  people  of  Russia,  I  have  met  none 
more  worthy  of  ray  esteem  than  the  inhabitanu 
of  tlie  before-named  kingdom.  They  have  resisted 
with  firmness  the  pernicious  doctrines  of  the  pro- 
paganda, who  have  endeavoured,  for  several  years 
past,  to  revolutionise  the  German  states. 

After  leaving  Berlin,  we  pushed  on  to  Dresden 
on  the  Elbe,  the  beautifully  situated  capital  of 
Saxony.  Here  Buonaparte  made  a  stand  to  resist 
the  allied  armies ;  but  was  obliged  to  retreat  to 
Leipsic,  where  he  lost  the  great  battle  which 
emancipated  Germany  from  her  yoke.  The  envi- 
rons are  picturesque  and  beautiful ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants are  fond  of  walking  in  the  public  garden* 
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jpijosite  side  of  the  river,  over  which  there  is 

rb  bridge,  that  the  barbarians  of  tlie  French 

Endeavoured  to  destroy.     Fortunately,  they 

lartiaiiy  injured  it,  and  it  was  immediately  re- 

Tliis  city  is  the  residence  of  the  king,  by 

1,  on  presenting  our  letters  of  introduction, 

tere  received  with  great  politeness  and  atten- 


lie  society  to  which  we  were  introduced  was 
select   and  interesting,  particularly  at    the 
of  a  certaui  Baroness,  who  contrived  to  col- 
It  around  her  a  number  of  distinguished  literary 
traders.     She  was  a  woman  of  very  fine  talents 
brself ;  and  we  found  her  so  attractive,  that  we 
lerally  passed  the  evenings  at  her  hotel  during 
!»ur  stay.     TTiere  we  never  saw  cards  introduced  ; 
>ut  an  enlightened,  instructive,  and  spirited  con- 
versation on  literary  subjects,  in  which  the  hostess 
always  took  a  very  active  part,  made  our  time  pass 
away  imperceptibly. 

On   our  way  to   Weimar  we  passed   through 
Leipsic,  purposely  to  see  the  spot  where  Buona- 
parte fought  his  last  battle  on  that  side  of  the 
Ilhine.    He  certainly  chose  a  disadvantageous  spot, 
it  being  a  piece  of  low  marshy  ground,  where  nei- 
\\er  artillery  nor  cavalry  could  be  manoeuvred  or 
iployed  to  advantage.     This  has  been  noticed 
by  military  critics  as  one  of  his  great  blunders; 
of  which,  however,  he  made  a  numljer,  like  all  the 
^ffreat  military  commanders  of  our  days. 
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politely  accompanied  us  to  ihe  court  of  ibe  Prin- 
oen.  .  The  reception  we  met  with  at  this  small, 
genteel,  and  interesting  court,  from  tlie  Prin( 
who  possesses  all  that  amiable  condeseeu^ion 
which  the  Imperial  family  of  Russia  are  remark- 
able, flattered  and  charmed  us  beyond  measure. 
Indeed,  it  resembled  llie  domestic  circle  of  some 
private  nobleman;  and  nothing  could  surpass  ib« 
politeness  and  affability  of  all  its  members. 

Alter  passing  some  very  agreeable  days  in  Wei- 
mar, we  took  our  leave;  and  tlie  Prince  furnished 
Its  with  a  letter  of  introduction  to  his  cousin,  the 
Duke  of  Gotha ;  where  he  told  us  we  sliould  net; 
a  beautiful  palace,  and  die  most  exiraordinarj  col- 
lection of  Chinese  curiosities  in  Europe.  Aa  we 
had  passed  some  years  in  that  country,  I  felt  a 
strong  desire  to  see  the  Duke's  collection;  and 
accepted  the  letter  with  many  thanks. 

The  moniing  after  our  arrival  at  Gotha  we  went 
to  the  palace,  and  delivered  our  credentiids.  A 
chamberlain  ushered  us  into  the  receptiou-ixwm, 
at  the  same  time  apologising,  in  tlie  name  of  his 
Highness,  for  having  detained  us  a  short  time 
in  the  ante-chamber.  In  a  few  seconds  after  the 
Duke  made  his  appearance,  saying,  "  GenLiemen, 
I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  receiving  you  in  dislia- 
bille;  but  I  could  not  think  of  keeping  you  wait- 
ing until  I  made  my  toilet.  Besides,  travellera 
from  China,  recommended  by  my  cousin,  have  a 
peculiar  claim  upon  nie." 

Wheu  we  had  thanked  him  for  his  polite  atlen- 
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tion,  ]\c  said  lie  should  leave  us  for  a  tew 
minutes  to  dress,  and  tliat,  in  the  mean  while,  his 
chamberlain  would  show  us  the  palace. 

In  less  than  twenty  niiiuiti>s  he  joined  us  again. 
He  was  a  tall,  genteel,  well-foruied  man,  with  fine 
expressive  features,  and  intelligent  blue  eyes ;  but 
the  most  conspicuous  trail  of  all  seemed  an  excessive 
fondness  for  adorning  his  person,  although  he  was 
evidently  a  man  on  the  wrong  side  of  forty.  At  his 
first  appearance  his  hair  was  in  papers;  it  now  fell 
in  ringlets  about  his  cheeks,  which  were  delicately 
tinged  with  rouge.  A  multitude  of  rings  covered 
his  fingers ;  he  wore  a  glass  suspended  at  his  neck 
by  a  gold  chain,  and  the  heels  of  his  shoes  were 
covered  with  red  morocco.  Altogether,  he  seemed 
the  quintessence  of  foppery. 

Whilst  he  turnefl  aside  to  give  some  directions 
to  his  cliamberlain,   I  said  to  my  guardian,  in  a 

CwhisjK'r,  "  What  a  consummate  coxcomb  !  If  hi» 
person  in  any  manner  represents  the  qualities  uf 
his  mind,  we  shall  have  our  patience  put  to  the 
test.  How  imforlunate  it  was  that  I  consented  to 
take  the  Prince's  letter!" 

"  Hold  1  my  son,"  said  he ;  **  I  have  often  told 
you  not  to  judge  precipitately,  or  by  up|>earunce«. 
In  some  cases,  I  have  had  occasion  to  praise  yuur 
penetration  and  aptness  to  discover  the  dmracter 
of  men  by  their  features.  How  comes  it  that  you 
have  in  this  instance  neglected  to  examine  tiio»eof 
the  Duke  ?  If  you  will  give  yourself  the  trouble  to 
remark  him  attentively,  you  will  agree  with  nie. 
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iwledge  and  erudition:  besides,  he  was  witty 
ik<i  entertaining.  He  launched  out  sometimes  in 
I  strain  of  cutting  satire  against  the  philosophers 
if  the  day,  and  related  many  interesting  anecdotes 
jf  living  potentates,  and  made  instructive  and  pro- 
found reflections  on  their  political  conduct.  He 
'abo  did  not  fail  to  invite  a  reciprocity  on  our  part ; 
and,  by  well-adapted  questions,  drew  from  us  all 
Uic  information  we  had  collected  respecting  the 
/  gOTernments,  manners,  and  customs  of  the  cotm- 
tries  we  had  visited.  In  short,  I  became  so  com- 
jjletely  chainied  and  absorbed  by  the  conversation 

,  an<l  intelligence  of  our  distinguished  host,  that  I 
entirely  forgot,  not  only  the  first  impression  he 

'  made  upon  me,  but  time  and  every  thing  else. 
until  a  servant  approached  his  Highness  to  infonn 
him  that  the  Duchess  and  his  daughter  had  sent 
to  let  him  know  dinner  was  ready. 

Just  then  we  were  admiring  some  fine  Italian 
paintings;  and  the  Duke,  who  had  been  several 
times  in  Italy,  entertained  us  with  an  account  of 
his  travels,  exhibiting  throughout  extensive  classi- 
cal knowledge.  This  led  to  comparisons  between 
tlic  cities  of  Europe  and  those  of  China,  India, 
&c.,  when  I  had  still  greater  reason  to  admire  the 
solid  judgment  and  great  acquirements  of  my  illus- 
trious entertainer. 

AAcr  telling  the  servant  he  should  wait  on  th<- 
Duchess  immediately,  he  turned  to  ua,  and  said,^ — 
"  Gentlemen,  the  time  has  passed  off  so  rapidly  in 
your  agreeable  company,  that  I  was  surprised  ai 


k. 


/"""■*  Tou  to  my 

■■■uiud — iQ  au  ^jjj 

*******     TJhj  Duke  torn 

,.     i»_™~'  'commended  , 
Her  IwriuM^. . 

■•'*'"•■'  m  her  maoaers.  m 

«^»o  a,e  cootrary,  ^^  ^^^ 
"oooor;  die  r>»ike  obserri 

•*ifm.,p|.«di„  being  aea,«J 

»»nng,herep«,,u«,DuJce 
/  «urn«,  to  ern- 

•=»*«»<«  became 


AN    IltlSn    TRAVELLER. 

most  rcmftrkable  part  of  the  entertainment  wai^< 
that  not  one  word  was  said  on  tlie  subject  of  eat- 
ing and  drinking  —  none  of  those  dissertations  on 
sauces,  ragouts,  pies,  puddings,  &c.,  witli  remarks 
on  the  best  manner  of  preparing  them,  which 
oftentimes  become  the  topic  of  conversation  at 
great  tables,  wliere  the  science  of  gastronumy  is 
more  niltivated  than  any  other. 

When  dinner  was  over,  the  young  Duchess  drew 
near  me,  and,  whilst  we  were  taking  our  cotl'ee, 
put  several  questions  concerning  the  chmate,  man- 
ners, and  customs  of  the  islands  of  the  Pacific; 
and  seemed  quite  charmed  with  my  descriptions. 

"  Oh  ! "  said  she,  "  how  I  should  like  to  go 
there  ?  Do  you  think  I  should  be  well  received  ?" 

"  They  would  take  you  for  a  goddess,"  said  1. 
*•  and  would  worship  you." 

She  sportively  replied, — "  In  that  case,  1  should 
not  wisii  to  visit  them,  greatly  preferring  to  be 
treated  like  a  woman,  and  to  participate  in  the 
pleasures  and  enjoyments  of  mortals." 

The  Duke  approached  at  that  moment,  and, 
overhearing  her  reply,  said, — 

"  Bravo  !  niy  child ;  I  ant  pleased  to  find  you 
know  how  to  estimate  what  is  truly  desirable,  and 
to  dread  the  dangers  and  disadvantages  ol  too 
great  a  degree  of  exaltation,  by  justly  separating 
divinity  from  murtality." 

The  Duchess  and  lu-r  friends  now  snt  down  ti> 
the  card-table,  and  the  daughter  had  collecte<i 
about  her  a  coterie  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  whicii 
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pearance,  forming  a  dismal  contrast  to  the  verdani 
and  picturesque  scenes  with  which  we  had  re- 
cently been  so  familiar. 

On  the  fourth  day  after  our  entrance  upon  the 

I    French  territory,  wc  halted  for  tlie  night  at   St. 

.  I'iene,  a  beautiful   little  hoarg,  or  market-y)wn, 

I  situated  in  llic  centre  of  a  very  fertile  district  on 

rtbe  borders  of  Burgundy.  Early  the  next  morning 
we  were  again  u|X)n  the  road ;  and,  feeling  disposed 
lo  breakfast  after  we  had  proceeded  six  or  seven 
leagues,  1  was  about  to  hail  the  postilion  for  that 
ptirpose,  just  as  he  commenced  cracking  his  whip 
to  announce  our  arrival  at  an  hotel,  at  the  door 
of  which  the  public  diligence  had  also  stopped. 
We  consented  to  partake  of  the  meal  provided  for 
the  passengers,  and  quickly  seated  ourselves  at  a 
long  table,  where  there  was  a  numerous  party  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen. 

An  officer,  who  sut  opposite,  in  an  undress  utii- 
form,  and  who  had  been  eyeing  us,  from  the  mo- 
ment we  were  first  seated,  with  great  anxiety,  at 
length  burst  forth  into  an  exclamation:  — 

"  By  heavens  !  it  must  be  tlie  same ! "'  and, 
springing  from  his  chair,  he  came  round  and  em- 
braced Hie,  saying  how  delighted  he  was  to  meet 
me  again.  I  returned  his  embrace;  but,  although 
I  saw  my  guardian  recollected  him,  it  was  some 
seconds  before  I  recalled  the  features  of  the  officer 
wc  formerly  conveyed  from  the  diligence,  when 
stuck  fast  in  a  slough,  to  his  rootiier's  farm,  on 
the  road  to  Bordeaux.     He  liad  grown  haggard ; 
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Wlwn  we  enquired  for  bn 
a  temr  started  into  his  ej 
■nd  rrplied  in  a  low  vot 
".Your  qiMstioo  oani 
torilr  in  a  puUic  room  : 
nti  more." 

When  break&st  was 
companv  him  into  an 

"  GentJemon,"  said  .„ 
to   tne  at  breakfast,  con, 
swter,  I  answered   rather  , 
me  relate  the  histoty  of  die 
WW    my  sister,  and   I  r« 
education,  beanr.v,  andaoj 
timate   acquaintance    of  t 
had  two  sons,  who  served 
w»s  a  woman  of  no  fixed  i 
blind  attacliment  to  her  chi 
a  criminal  excess  :  but  nevi 
ing  on  their  >xjuthfiil  mine 
of  religion  and  moraJity, 
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▼sfcced  in  the  aenicc,  imtil  the  elder  became  a 
colonel  and  the  younger  a  major. 
.v''f«My  sister  had  always  given  the  preference  to 
the  younger  brotlicr,  and  the  attachment  was 
mutual.  At  their  return  home,  the  elder,  being 
also  much  taken  with  my  sister,  endeavoured  to 
oppose  his  brotlier.  He  laughed  at  him,  called 
lum  a  foolish  boy,  too  young  to  think  of  marriage, 
especially  with  a  girl  of  small  fortune ;  and  went 
so  far  as  to  forbid  him  from  attempting  to  make 
proposals. 

*' '  I  have  chosen  that  damsel,'  said  he,  '  for  my 
mistress ;  therefore,  don't  interfere,  unless  you 
mean  to  make  nie  your  enemy.' 

"All  this  was  very  improperly  kept  a  secret  from 
me,  who,  being  every  day  occupied  with  the 
business  of  the  farm,  and  endeavouring,  as  much 
as  possible,  to  relieve  my  mother  from  the  anxiety 
and  trouble  of  superintending  it,  was  entirely  ig- 
norant of  what  was  passing.  My  mother  and 
sister  well  knew  my  temper  would  not  brook  the 
infamous  conduct  of  the  elder  brother;  and  they 
dreaded  the  idea  of  a  duel  between  us,  should  I 
be  informed  of  his  behaviour. 

*'  The  younger  of  the  two  brothers  had,  from  the 
first  moment  of  his  return,  solicited  my  mother  lo 
consent  to  his  marriage;  but,  although  she  loved 
him,  and  wished  the  connection,  the  violence  of  his 
rival's  temper  alarmed  her  so  much,  thai  »he  de- 
ferred it  month  after  montii,  until  it  was  erident 
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and  a  melancholy  expression  of  grief  or  sick; 
spread  a  shade  over  his  once  animated  countenance. 
\Vlien  we  enquired  for  his  aijjed  parent  and  sister, 
a  tear  started  into  his  eye.  He  sighed  deepfy, 
and  replied  in  a  low  voice,  —  .m 

•'.Your  question  cannot  be  answered  satis&c- 
torily  in  a  public  room :  suffice  it  to  say,  they  are 
no  more." 

When  breakfast  was  over,  he  invited  us  to  ac- 
company him  into  an  adjoining  apartmenL 

"  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  "  the  question  you  put 
to  me  at  breakfast,  concerning  my  mother  and 
sister,  I  answered  ratlier  concisely;  but  now  let 
me  relate  the  historj'  of  ilieir  tragical  end.  You 
saw  my  sister,  and  I  recollect  you  praiaed  Iter 
education,  beauty,  and  accomplishments.  An  in- 
timate acquaintance  of  ours,  likewise  a  widow, 
had  two  sons,  who  served  also  in  the  army.  She 
was  a  woman  of  no  fixed  principles ;  and,  from, 
blind  attachment  to  her  children,  indulged  tJteiu 
a  criminal  excess ;  but  never  thought  of  impi 
ing  on  their  youthful  minds  those  solid  precepts 
of  religion  and  morality,  which,  when  inculcated 
in  infancy,  never  forsake  us  through  life.  In  this 
|>articular,  her  sons  were  totally  abandoned  to 
their  own  notions  of  right  and  wrong.  The 
younger,  however,  was  a  young  man  of  6«e,  noble 
sentimeJits,  and  excellent  disposition ;  whilst  the 
elder  exhibited  a  character  ])assionate,  violetU, 
and  ungovernable.  They  both  loved  my  sister- 
At  an  early  age,  like  myself,  they  were  taken  as 
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^^onscriptB,  and,  being  brave  and  clever,  -were  ad- 
vtticed  in  the  service,  until  the  elder  became  a 
colonel  and  the  younger  a  major. 

"  My  sister  had  always  given  the  preference  to 
the  younger  brother,  and  the  attachment  was 
mutual.  At  their  return  home,  the  elder,  being 
also  much  taken  with  my  sister,  endeavoured  to 
oppose  his  brother.  He  laughed  at  him,  called 
him  a  foolish  boy,  too  young  to  think  of  marriage, 
especially  with  a  girl  of  small  fortune ;  and  went 
so  far  as  to  forbid  h'un  from  attempting  to  make 
proposals. 

"  '  I  have  chosen  that  damsel,'  said  he,  *  for  my 
tnislress;  therefore,  don't  interfere,  unless  you 
mean  to  make  me  your  enemy.' 

"All  this  was  very  improperly  kept  a  secret  from 

tme,  who,  being  every  day  occupied  with  the 
business  of  the  farm,  and  endeavouring,  as  much 
Bs  possible,  to  relieve  my  mother  from  the  anxiety 
ktid  trouble  of  superintending  it,  was  entirel}'  ig- 
norant of  what  was  passing.  My  mother  and 
sister  well  knew  my  temper  would  not  brook  the 
infamous  conduct  of  I  he  elder  brother ;  and  they 
dreaded  the  idea  of  a  duel  between  us,  should  I 
be  informed  of  his  behaviour. 

•'  The  younger  of  the  two  brothers  had,  from  the 
first  moment  of  his  return,  solicited  my  mother  to 
nsent  to  his  marriage;  but,  although  she  loved 
him,  and  wished  the  connection,  the  violence  of  his 
rival's  temper  alarmed  her  so  much,  that  she  de- 
ferred it  month  after  month,  until  it  was  evident 


attentions  of  the  elder 
love  had  no  share.     H 

"  Having  obtained  h 
to  inform  my  sister,  wh 
in  her  eyes.  Scarcely  ha 
her  lover  came  to  see  he 
and  informed  him  of  tl 
plication,  adding,  that 
farther  delay,  and  then 
summated  whenever  h^ 

"  Whilst  we  were  e6 
passed  through  the  hall  i 
walking  towards  a  smnmi 
where  she  was  in  the  ] 
work  or  drawing. 

"  '  Tliere,'  said  I, 
the  garden.     Go ;  whc 
am  writing  for  the  sout 
besides,  in  affairs  of 
third  person  is  always  \ 

"  The  room  where  I] 
and  was  convenient  to 
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augh  the  entrj',  and,  looking  up,  I  perceived 
elder  brother  hastening  towards  the  garden, 
ihing   to    be   the  first  to  inform    him    of  the 
[rangemcnt  for  his  brother's  marriage,  I  calletl  to 
|ni.     He   returned,    but   saluted   me  somewhat 
)ldl_V}  and  seemed  impatient. 
***  Hold  !'  said  I, '  where  are  you  going  in  such 
Let  me  tell  you  good  news :  my  mother 
at  length,  consented  that  your  brother  and 
Fray  sister  shall  be  married  immediately.' 

"  Without  expressing  any  emotion,  he  said, 
*  Where  is  he?' 

*•  •There,'  said  I,  ♦  with  my  sister,  in  the  suin- 
iner-honse.' 

"  Olf  he  darted  in  au  instant,  without  giving  me 
time  to  say  another  word ;  and  I,  having  nu  sus- 
picion of  his  intentions,  stupidly  imagined  he 
hurried  to  congratulate  then).  That  morning, 
both  the  brothers  were  dressed  in  uniform,  and 
wore  their  swords,  having  been  to  pay  a  compli- 
mentar)'  visit  to  an  old  general,  who  live<l  not  far 
off.  I  certainly  thought  his  conduct  very  strange ; 
but,  being  anxious  to  finish  my  letter,  I  continued 
writing. 

"  Scarcely  ten  minutes  elapsed  before  I  heard 
violent  shrieks  and  screams  in  llie  garden.  1 
rushed  into  the  entrj-,  where  I  foimd  my  mothir 
and  a  man  servant,  who  had  also  bi-en  alnrm<.-d  by 
the  noise ;  and  we  all  hurried,  as  fast  »is  pt>«8ib!e, 
towards  the  spot  from  whence  the  sounds  pro- 
reede<i. 
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[of  tile  affair,  the  surgeon  stopped  him;  but,  wiih  a 
melancholy  tone  of  voice,  he  said, — 

"  '  For  God's  sake,  don't  interrupt  me  !  I  bleed 
inwardly,  and  have  not  long  to  live.     Let  nie  ex- 
culpate myself  of  the  crime  of  slaying  ray  brother.' 
"  We  were  silent,  and  he  endeavouretl  to  pro- 
ceed,— 

"  I  was  silting  in  the  summer-house  with  your 
sister,  talking  of  the  arrangements  for  our  nup- 
tials, when  suddenly  my  brother  entered,  greatly 
agitated. 

•'  '  Come  here,  sir,'  said  he,  beckoning  with  hi» 
hand;  *  I  have  something  to  communicate.' 

"  I  rose  instantly,  and  went  to  him.  His  eyes 
darted  fire,  and  he  was  some  seconds  before  he 
could  articulate  a  word.     At  length  he  said, — 

"  '  I  hear  you  have  rcceivetl  the  permission  ol 
this  young  lady's  motlier  to  marry  her :  but  you 
must  have  mine  also.  Recollect  I  am  your  elder 
brother,  and  have  a  superior  claim.  I  told  you. 
on  our  first  return  from  tJie  army,  I  was  in  lovr 
with  her,  and  should  never  cede  her  to  any  one." 

*•  I  replied,  that  I  remembered  very  well  whw 
he  wid;  but  if  the  young  lady  preferred  me,  surely 
he  would  not  be  so  unjust  and  luikind  as  to  inter- 
fere when  he  was  disliked. 

'•  *  It's  false  as  hell!'  he  exclaimed,  in  a  voue 
almost  choked  with  passion.  '  She  does  ni)f  prHV  r 
you:  you  are  a  liar,  and  a  villain  !' 

"  •  These  are  not  epithets  to  bestow  on  a  bro- 
ther,' said  I. 
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but  he  pierced  me,  as  you  perceive,  at  the  same 
instant. 

"  Oh,  fatal  passion  !  Oh,  lionible  catastrophe  ' 

to  kill  a  brotiicr,  and  die  by  liis  hand !      Ah  ! 

convey  my  last  sighs  to  your  sister,  and  believe 

bat  I  have  related  to  you,  without  exaggeration, 

rhat  passed  between  us.     Pray  for  the  peace  of 

soul. —  Adieu,  my  beloved   friend  I     Adieu 

"  Here  the  poor  fellow's  utterance  became 
[loked,  and  he  expired." 

Our  friend  now  paused ;  he  seemed  as  if  com- 
bating within  himself  the  feelings  excited  by  his 
recital :  then,  after  a  few  seconds,  he  continued, — 

"  My  sister's  faijiting  fits  returned ;  in  their 
intervals  she  incessantly  called  on  her  lover's 
name,  and  refiised  every  sort  of  nourishment.  A 
violent  fever  ensued,  and  in  forty-eight  hours  after 
she  was  numbered  with  the  dead.  My  mother, 
too,  never  recoveretl  the  shock  she  had  experiencetl 
at  beholding  this  fatal  catastrophe,  rendered  still 
more  poignant  by  my  sister's  death.  Her  grief 
was  inconsolable ;  and,  in  two  months  more,  I  had 
the  cruel  misfortune  (o  consign  her  also  to  the 
tomb. 

"  Bereft  of  every  thing  that  could  render  life 
agreeable,  I  determined  to  sell  my  farm,  and  retire 
for  ever  from  a  scene,  where  each  step  reminded 
me  uf  the  cruel  niisforlunea  I  had  experienced. 
I  therefore  re-enterotl  the  service  ;  but  here  also  I 
have  met  with  disappointments,  and  n)y  promotion 
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was  unjustly  delayed.  This  disgusted  me,  and  I 
left  Paris,  to  spend  a  few  quiel  months  with  oal 
old  general,  whose  estate  lies  in  this  neighbour 
hood,  and  who  has  promised  to  interfere  in  my 
behalf,  and  put  me  in  the  way  of  obtaining  th 
rank  due  to  my  long  services.  In  jwint  of  foriune^l 
thank  God  !  I  am  well  off,  having  receive*!  a  good 
estate  from  my  uncle,  independent  of  my  mother's 
farm ;  but  the  gifts  of  fortune  cannot  revive  my 
lost  relations,  nor  restore  my  peace  of  mind." 

"  Your  story,"  said  my  guardian,  "  is  eventfulj 
and  shocking  to  humanity.  But  let  not  this  mia 
fortune,  although  certainly  a  terrible  om-*,  over- 
come your  fortitude ;  for  God  sometimes  chastens 
with  a  heavy  hand,  to  prevent  us  fi-om  setting  too 
high  a  value  on  sublunary  enjoyments.  Be  of 
good  cheer.  Although  you  have  suffered  in  the 
early  part  of  your  life,  love,  peace,  and  content- 
ment may  yet  crown  the  evening  of  j'our  days." 

We  took  an  affectionate  farewell  of  him,  and 
separated.  When  I  recalled  the  channs  of  liis 
virtuous  and  lovely  sister,  and  the  exemplary 
conduct  of  her  mother,  it  really  made  me  shudder 
to  reflect  that  she  should  have  met  with  such  a  fatal 
blow  to  her  happiness,  and  have  ended  lier  days 
so  unfortunately,  through  the  ungovernable  pas- 
sions of  a  single  individual. 

My  impatience  to  tread  once  more  the  shores 
of  Britain  seemed  to  acquire  additional  force  in 
proportion  as  we  drew  near  the  place  of  embark- 
ation ;  and  the  morning  subsequent  to  our  arrival 
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Havre,  saw  us  on  board  the  Camilla,  a  fine 
steam  ship  plying  between  that  port  and  South- 
ampton. Tiie  passage  proved  delightful ;  the  sea 
wa?  calm  ;  and  a  southwesterly  breeze  springing 
up  in  nid  of  llie  machinery,  drove  us  rapidly 
along.  By  two  o'clock  the  same  evening,  the 
vessel  was  safely  moored  within  the  harbour,  and 
her  passengers  in  {>ossession  of  all  those  appliances 
and  means  of  comfort  so  grateful  after  a  sea 
voyage,  and  which  the  humblest  English  inn 
frequently  affortls  in  a  degree  superior  to  the  most 
splendid  Parisian  hotel. 

Daria  and  my  guardian  fully  participated  in  my 
anxiety  to  reach  our  final  destination  ;  and  after  a 
single  night's  rest,  they  declared  themselves  suffi- 
ciently recruited  to  continue  the  journey.  We 
therefore  ordered  post-horses  for  Bristol,  wliere  an 
extensive  establishment  of  steam  vessels  maintains 
a  constant  communication  with  the  south  of 
Ireland. 

A  passage  of  about  twenty  hours'  duration 
brought  me  again  within  sight  of  the  old  head  of 
Kinsale,  with  the  rest  of  the  iron-bound  coast  of 
my  native  island;  and  the  vessel  had  scarcely 
enteretl  the  Cove  of  Cork,  before  she  was  sur- 
rounded by  several  skiffs  containing  many  "  old 
familiar  faces,"  who  had  been  apprised  by  letter  of 
our  return. 

A  fortnight  devoted  to  the  hospitalities  of  Cork 
was  scarcely  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  ardour  of  their 
congratulations.    At  length,  however,  we  contrived 
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